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In this volume the record of the work of the State Pioneer Society is con-

tinued ; it contains the proceedings of the Society for the years 1877 and 1878,

including papers that were read at its annual meetings held at Lansing in Feb-

ruary, 1877 aud 187S; also such of the early history of counties, cities, towns

and districts, and notices of county pioneer societies and their proceedings as

the Committee of Historians have been able to collect.

It is the desire of the committee to obtain all of the early history of each and

every county in the State, and the proceedings of county pioneer societies. This

information is to be gathered from the first settlers tliemselves in the new

counties, and from old letters, papers and documents that have been carefully

kept ; and the recollections of the early settlers in both the old and the new

counties ; and the reports of county pioneer societies.

It is the intention of the State Society to publish a volume of '' Pioneer

Collections" as often as a sufficient amount of suitable material is collected, and

the funds of the Society will permit, thus preserving, in a permanent form, as

much of the early history of the State and its pioneers as possible, and contain-

ing the history from the past, through the present and. into the future. For this

pui'pose we ask all who have in their possession old letters, papers, pamphlets,

etc., bearing upon the early history of the State, or any part of it, to send them

to the recording secretary of the State Pioneer Society at Lansing.

J. C. HOLMES,
M. H. GOODRICH,
O. C. COMSTOCK,
H. G. WELLS,
HARRIET A. TENNEY,

Committee of Histoi-iaiis,

June 18, 1879.
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PROCEEDING-S.

Address of the President,
HON. JONATHAN SHEARER.

February, 7th. 1877.
PIONEERS OF MICHIGAN,

Fathers and Mothers:

Through Divine mercy you are permitted

to meet again in council on this joyful occasion, and pass the friendly

greetings such as pioneers admire, and mingle, in review, the past with
the present recollections. In changing a wilderness into fruitful fields

of plenty, you left your native land and friends so near, to fill that noble
mission of pioneers, to brave the hardships incident to a new country.

All states and nations have had their pioneers to march in front and
open the way for emigration—a worthy and noble undertaking.

Pioneers, you can well remember, in the days of youth, the anxious
thoughts of finding broad fields for labor ; to fill your boundless desires

and become independent landholders ; and when on those frail barks,

sailing over tempestuous seas, undauntedly, you were willing to cling to

the last plank when the storm and the night set in around you.

But, ! how pleased and blessed were you to behold, while traveling

on Indian trails over the vast territory of Michigan, the most beautiful

panorama spread out on every side,* of crystal lakes, beautiful rivers,

noble forests of timber, undulating lands, broad plains, beautiful prairies

and sunny hillsides, with shady groves, where the Muses play their

gambols and delight to haunt—most wonderful and delightful terri-

tory. This glowing picture cannot nor could be appreciated by those

who never traveled through the territory, between forty and fifty

years ago, where nature had been so lavish in her most beautiful

scenery. On the other hand, our friends in the East had read of

disasters on the lakes ; of the warlike Indians, with tomahawk and
scalping knife in hand ; of the Black Hawk and Toledo wars ; of

the vast swamps and monstrous serpents; of sickness and starvation;

and they were weighed down with the deepest solicitude for the con-

dition of the brave pioneers.

But now all how changed ! Now, it is understood by survey that

Michigan has an area of 56,000 square miles—which is larger than
the Empire State of New York and Massachusetts both together—more
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soil of natural fertility than both of them, and vast forests of valuable
timber ; her lakes and rivers are supplied with fish, and her mines and
minerals are inexhaustible. With a population of industrious and enter-

prising people, her climate salubrious and liealth}'^, and her winters
made mild by her surrounding waters, the production of grass, grain
and fruit not being excelled by any of her sister States ; a generous and
most cordial invitation is given to our anxious eastern friends to come
and see and judge for themselves.

The dignity of labor is in all laudable undertakings. The labor of

the pioneer in felling the forest and breaking up new land must be done
by physical power, to prepare the way for labor-saving machinery.
Brave pioneers, as you all more or less have been practical surveyors
and mathematicians, you may, at your leisure, work out some problems
to approximate at something near the amount of labor expended in
preparing the fields for the successful use of labor-saving machinery

—

the cost of buildings, the number of miles of fence, the amount of crops
grown and animals reared—and then extend it over the towns, counties
and State, including in the calculation the building of thirty-three

opulent cities and numerous villages and towns, all of which have
received, more or less, the sustaining care of the pioneer. It is supposed
by some that about one-half the population live in cities and villages.

If so, it makes a market for some of the surplus products at home.
It is understood that forty samples of wheat were exhibited at the
Centennial Exhibition from forty counties in Michigan. This is a wide
range of wheat-growing in one State. And the fruit excelled all for

beauty and goodness.
The Indian's wigwam and hunter's cabin have been replaced by

beautiful dwellings and costly mansions, combining all the orders of
architecture. Your edifices for divine worship and schools of learning,
your highways, railways and steam navigation are in successful operation.

Fathers, you have laid large and deep foundation of a great common-
wealth in the beginning, in this beautiful peninsula. Philosophy now
comes down from her high places, and takes labor by the hand, that
they may walk together among the works of God, and with an enlight-
ened zeal investigate the curiosity of nature's laws. Art and Science
volunteer their aid to mental power to save physical strength in the
commercial, manufacturing and agricultural fields of labor. What are
these new forces of steam and electricity ? Have they not already pro-
pelled the nineteenth century a thousand years ahead, and leveled
fictitious distinctions? The poor man of to-day can ride in a car, drawn
by such forces as never waited on king or drove the wheels of triumphal
chariots. Does he not yoke the lightning and touch the magnetic
nerves of the world? It is the popular heart that throbs in its iron
pulses ; and the electric telegraph writes upon the walls of despotism,
Mene mene tekel upharsin.

Our country first, our glory and our pride
;

Land of our hopes—land where our fathers died
;

"When in the right, we'll keep thy honor bright

;

When in the wrong, we'll die to set it right.
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The business of your Society entrusted to the Historian and Record-

ing Secretary has been arduous, and faithfully performed, in collecting

and compiling the early and present history of the State, in compliance

with the requirements of Act No. 209, Session Laws of 1875, being an
act to provide an appropriation, for the benefit of the State Pioneer

Society of Michigan, for the years 1875 and 1876, of $500 for each year;

and as the Society had no use for the full appropriation made for the

year 1875, only $250 was drawn for that year; the remainder, $250,

went into the contingent fund of the State, and was a loss to the Society.

At the business meeting of the Society in February, 1876, five histo-

rians were appointed to prepare and publish pioneer collections, which
will be seen in the report of that department. ^

The financial condition of the Society was submitted to the Auditor-

General in September, 1876, and to the Governor of the State on the

15th of November, 1876, according to the requirements of the general

laws of the State, as will be seen in the reports of the Recording
Secretary and Treasurer of the State Pioneer Society.

The great importance of collecting the early and present history of

Michigan cannot be held in too high esteem, and the highest commend-
ation may be awarded to the Legislature of the State for their enlightened

aid in this important undertaking. The immortal Sallust says, "that
by virtuous action every person should strive to perpetuate his existence,

and make the world better by living in it." The mere trifling appropri-

ation of $500 for collecting and printing the early and present history

of Michigan will be considered by our sister States, and by the genera-
tions to follow you, money well invested, as the tax per capita is a mere
nothing compared with the beneficial results to follow.

Fathers, your useful lives have been spared to behold the centennial

year of your national existence, and when you look back upon the
history of your own time, you are struck with wonder and surprise at

the vast development made in scientific improvement. Wonderful
period in the world's history ! The Centennial Exhibition has brought

^

together representatives from the four quarters of the globe, with their

industrial arts and inventions, not so important in the wonderful display

as in the moral influence of kindred fellowship shed abroad among the
nations of the earth, showing the onward progress of the age, which
may form a step toward that grand millennium when might will be
swallowed up in right, and nations learn war no more.

Fellow pioneers, your labors in laying the foundation of a great State

are illustrious, and yet you have another duty to perform in gathering
up your history to hand down to posterity, and when this is done your
pioneer labors will be brought to a close on this earthly ball. As this

life is a preparatory mode of existence to fit you for a journey far more
important, when the soul leaves this earthly tabernacle it may range
through the vast fields of space^ continually viewing the unfolding,

sublime beauties of the great Jehovah's kingdom.
Pioneers, the time has arrived for me to retire from the office, so

unexpectedly received from your Society, of presiding over your delib-
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erations. This mark of your kindness will be held in lively remem-
brance to the latest recollection.

To obtain the early and present history of Michigan, and transmit it

to future generations, has been the object of your organization, and in

mv retirement I shall ever hope for the successful prosperity of this

noble undertaking and worthy cause.

REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY.

Lansing, Feb'y 7, 1877.

Pursuant to the provisions of Art. 7 of the constitution of the Pioneer
Society of the State of Michigan, I have the honor to transmit, in writing,

my third annual report, as follows

:

The second annual meeting of the society was held on Wednesday,
Feby, 2, 1876, in Representative Hall, Lansing, the president, Dr. 0. C.

Comstock, in the chair. [For proceedings of this meeting and list of

officers elected, and committees appointed, see pages 56-58 Pioneer Col-

lections, Vol 1.]

SOCIAL reunion.

The social reunion of the society was held in the Opera House, in the

city of Ann Arbor, on June 7, 1876, on the invitation of the Washtenaw
County Pioneer Society. At 11 o'clock fully three hundred were present.

The meeting was presided over by the president of the Washtenaw
County Pioneer Society, Gen. Edward Clark, of Ann Arbor. [For a full

account of this meeting, see page 76, Pioneer Collections, Vol. 1.]

This meeting was a very pleasant and enjoyable one, and our society

is under many obligations to the Washtenaw County Pioneer Society,

and the people of Ann Arbor, for their kind attentions and profuse

hospitality shown on this occasion.

These social reunions have become a marked feature of our society,

and should be generally encouraged.

COUNTY pioneer SOCIETIES.

It is a source of regret, that the County Pioneer Societies do not send
to the office of this society, their official reports, properly made out, and
copies, at least, of the most interesting and valuable papers read at their

respective meetings.

Only one official report has been received-—that of the Sanilac County
Pioneer Society, organized at Marlette, on the 22d day of February, 1876,
with the following list of officers

:
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President, William Walker.
Vice-President, - - - - John Wilson.
Secretary, Allegne H. Wiggins.
Treasurer, James Walker.
Historian, - - - - - Allegne H. Wiggins.

This society seems to be organized with a determination to do good
work, and we expect to receive from it interesting reports.

donations.

The following is a list of the donations received during the year, and
placed among the archives of the society:

E. S. Tngalls, Menominee

:

Centennial history of Menominee county, Menominee, 1876, two
copies.

B. O. Williams, Owosso :

Copy of the "Owosso Weekly Press," dated Feby. 2, 1876, containing

a pioneer paper, prepared to be read at the State pioneer meeting,

at Lansing, Feby. 2, 1876.

Damon A. Winslow, St. Joseph :

Manuscript history of Berrien county, read Feby. 2, 1876.

Col. Charles Dickey, Marshall

:

Paper relating to the early history of Calhoun county, read Feby. 2,

1876, manuscript.
Rev. C. a. Lamb, Ypsilanti

:

Reminiscences of the past fifty years, manuscript written in 1874.

Address on the fast day proclamation, by President Lincoln, Aug.
1861, manuscript.

Some incidents in pioneer life, manuscript.
Pioneer life in 1824, first trip to Michigan, manuscript.
Copy of the " Poughkeepsie Journal and Constitutional Republican,"

dated Oct. 9, 1804.

Photograph of himself—age nearly 80.

M. H. Goodrich, Ann Arbor:
Copy of the Gazetteer of Michigan, 1838.

H. P. Cherry, Lansing:
Copy of the semi-weekly "Hastings Republican Banner," dated Feby.

1, 1877, containing an essay on pioneer life, by Mrs. Amos Wake-
field.

Dr. 0. C. CoMSTOCK, Marshall

:

Address as President of the State society, read Feby. 2, 1876. manu-
script.

Manuscript history of Calhoun county by townships.
O. M. Barnes, Lansing

:

Diary of Silas Beebe, with notes, by his son, H. H. Beebe, being a
trip from Utica, N. Y. to Ingham county, Mich, in 1838, manu-
script.
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Wm. Besley, St. Johns

:

A manuscript copy of a bear story, or incident that occurred 28 years

ago ; also, a picture of his friend, H. A. Smith, who had the fight
;

with the bear.

Copy of a book of patents. Vol. 5, page 72, of the State of New York,
\

dated 1663.
]

Lemuel H. Felcher, Saginaw City:
\

Photograph of himself—age 65. i

William Cross, Centreville

:

|

A patent, in frame, granted to him from Andrew Jackson, in 1831, .\

covering a portion of the lands on which the city of Coldwater
now stands, which he entered in Oct. 1830.

Mrs. Pratt, Lansing:
"

A $5.00 bill on "The Farmers' Bank of Sandstone," dated Jany. 8» i

1838, No. 2077.
]

A $2.00 bill on the "Wayne County Bank" at Plymouth, dated Dec. j

13, 1837.
;

F. M. HolloWAY, Hillsdale

:

i

Manuscript copy of the history of Hillsdale county, from its first
]

settlement to and including the year 1876, '

Newspaper cuttings, containing the proceedings of the Hillsdale

county Pioneer Society, from its organization in 1872 to 1876.

Josephus Woodhull, WoodhuU

:

Early history of the township of Woodhull, manuscript.

J. C, Holmes, Detroit

:

i

Collection of 30 papers relating to the early history of Wayne county, i

received by him for publication in Vol. I. of " Pioneer Collections."
]

S. M. Wood :
]

Sketch of life and death of 0. Balch, one of the pioneers of Calhoun
county. !

Edwin Jerome, Detroit

:

i

A bear story, or incident that occurred in Cayuga county, N. Y. many "

years ago, manuscript. '

Samuel Zug, Detroit

:

:

Newspaper cuttings, from the " Detroit Tribune," 1873, being articles

on our State motto. ]

Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C.
j

Senate Journal 1st, less 44th Congress, 1875-6. *

House Journal 1st, less 44th Congress, 1875-6. J

J. Q. A. Sessions, Ann Arbor

:

|

History of the early settlement of Ann Arbor, manuscript.
!

History of the early settlement of Ypsilanti, manuscript, i

H. H. Holt, Muskegon :
j

Centennial history of Muskegon county, manuscript. •

J. D. Williams, Ann Arbor

:

i

Early settlement of Freedom, by Jacob Preston, newspaper.

Early settlement of Ann Arbor, by J. Q. A. Sessions, newspaper.
:

A part of the history of the town of Webster, by J. D. Williams,
;

newspaper.
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H. A. Goodyear, Hastings

:

Historical sketch of Barry county, manuscript.

Secretary op Eaton County Pioneer Society :

Organization of the Eaton County Pioneer Society, manuscript.

MEMBERSHIP.

Since my last annual report, seventy-three persons have joined the
society, making now a total membership of three hundred and ten.

Only 31 of the 76 counties are represented on the membership book
of our society.

Kalamazoo remains the banner county, having a membership of
sixty-four; Washtenaw has thirty-nine, Ingham thirty-seven, Calhoun
thirty, Wayne twenty-five, the other counties represented having from
one to eleven members each.

OBITUARY.

Your Secretary has not received notice of the death of any member
of the society during the year.

Dr. 0. C. Comstock, historian of the Calhoun County Pioneer Society,

has sent us an obituary notice of Thomas Chisholm, a pioneer of Calhoun
county, who died at his residence in Marengo, Jany. 1, 1877. Mr.
Chisholm attended our annual meeting one year ago, in this city, and
intended to join our society at that time, but for some reason failed to

do so.

CONCLUSION.

In writing to your Secretary, on other matters, Benson J. Lossing,

the noted American historian, under date of Dec. 22, 1876, incidentally

remarks, alluding to our society, "The Pioneer Society are performing a
noble task, in gathering accurate and voluminous information concern-
ing the histories of townships, etc., for the use of the future historians of

your state. This information, classified and arranged in alphabetical

order, with a good index that may be constantly expanded, will give
immense facilities to writers on the history of the Peninsula."

Your Secretary is quite certain that these sentiments of Mr. Lossing
will meet with a ready and hearty endorsement at the hands of every
pioneer in Michigan.

Our society continues to make commendable progress, as the mem-
bers will learn from the report of the historians, and by examining the

work accomplished by them during the past year. It looks for future

triumphs in the near future.

It is a potent agent designed to rescue from oblivion the history of

the hardships, toils, trials and successes of those noble men and women
who came here, labored early and late in the wilderness to lay the
foundations of a State, that in enterprise, education, intelligence, human-
itarianism, and all of the elements of material wealth and greatness,

to-day ranks as a peer with any of the states of the great American
Union.

HARRIET A. TENNEY,
Recording Secretary.
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REPORT OF THE COMMIHEE OF HISTORIANS

OF THE MICHIGAN STATE PIONEER SOCIETY, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 7, 1877.

The Legislature, at its session in 1875, passed the following Act, viz

:

Section 1. The People of the State of Michigan enact, That there is

hereby appropriated from the general fund, until the Legislature shall

by law otherwise direct, to the Pioneer Societ}^ of the State of Michigan,
the sum of five hundred dollars for each of the years eighteen hundred
and seventy-five and eighteen hundred and seventy-six, to be expended
by said Society in collecting, embodying, arranging, and preserving in

authentic form, a library of books, pamphlets, maps, charts, manuscripts,

papers, paintings, printing, statuary, and other materials illustrative of

the history of Michigan, to rescue from oblivion the memory of its early

pioneers, to obtain and preserve narratives of their exploits, perils and
hardy adventures ; to secure facts and statements relative to the history,

genius, progress, or decay of our Indian tribes ; to exhibit faithfully the

antiquities, and the past and present resources of Michigan, and in pay-
ing other incidental expenses of the Society ; but no part of such appro-
priation shall ever be paid for services rendered by its ofiicers to the
Society.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee of the said

Pioneer Societ}^ of the State of Michigan to keep an accurate account of

the manner of expenditure of the said sum of money hereby appro-

priated, and transmit the same with the vouchers therefor to the

Governor of this State biennially, to be by him laid before the Legislature.

Approved May 3d, 1875.

In order to carry out as fully as possible the intentions and require-

ments of this Act, and the objects of the Association, the Pioneer Society,

at its annual meeting in February, 1876, appointed a committee of five to

be called a Committee of Historians, whose duty it should be to collect

and put into authentic and permanent form, with the proceedings of the

State Society, papers relating to the early history of each county in the
State and the early settlers thereof.

In pursuance of this object your Committee held a meeting in the

State Library at Lansing on the 28th day of February, 1876, and decided
upon the following plan, viz: To publish in book form the proceedings
of the State Pioneer Society from its beginning to the present time,

including the pioneer papers that have been read before the Society.

Then to give the name of every county in the State, with the date of
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being laid off and organized ; the changed name, if any, and when
changed; the English of all Indian names of counties; the boundaries;

the number and names of the townships in each, and such reliable infor-

mation as we could collect with regard to the early settlement and settlers

of the counties.

This plan being adopted, a circular letter was issued, (see page 82,

vol. I., Pioneer Collections.) asking the co-operation of all who could in

any way further the object in view, and mailed to every Pioneer Society

in the State of which your Committee had any knowledge. A few of

them responded to the call.

A general circular (see page 83, vol. I., Pioneer Collections.) was also

issued, asking for detailed information in regard to the history of the

towns and counties of the State, and mailed to several persons in each
county.

In answer to this circular several promises of full reports were received,

but the receipts of Pioneer Collections from counties fell short of the

promises. Some of the excuses for non-compliance were that the Cen-
tennial Exhibition at Philadelphia and the political movements in

general absorbed all the time that would otherwise have been given to

the preparation of answers.

Notwithstanding the many disappointments your Committee met
with in the progress of their work, they have succeeded in preparing for

the press a sufficient amount of interesfing and valuble matter to make
a book of about six hundred pages. They were desirous of placing the

manuscript in the hands of the printer by the first of September, so as to

be certain of having the book ready for distribution at this annual meet-

ing, but the delay in receiving reports and papers from the counties

prevented them from completing the work until late in November.
Early in December a contract was made with W. S. George & Co. to

print fifteen hundred copies of Vol. I. of the " Pioneer Collections" for

eighteen hundred and seventy-five dollars. It was the opinion of the

Committee that a larger edition should be printed, but as the Society

had only about two hundred dollars in its treasury, which together with
the appropriation from the State of five hundred dollars for the year

1876, making seven hundred dollars in all, must be paid out immediately
for the purchase of paper and paying the printer as the work progressed,

they were unwilling to contract for a larger edition.

For funds to meet the payment of the remainder that will be due the

printer on the contract, your Committee rely on membership fees, sale of

the book, and an appropriation by the Legislature. The appropriation

from the State for the year 1875 was, as above stated, five hundred dollars.

The Act making this appropriation was passed about two months subse-

quent to the annual meeting of the Society for that year, and it did not

hold another business meeting until the annual meeting in February, 1876.

It was at this meeting that the Committee of Historians were appointed.

At this time only two hundred and fifty dollars of the appropriation for

1875 had been drawn from the State treasury and the remainder, $250.00,

had already been lost to the Society, for the State Treasurer, as by law he
was required to do, had charged it over to the general fund, consequently
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the Society received $250.00 less of the appropriation than the Legisla-

ture intended it should have.

The printing of the book is now progressing. By the terms of the
contract one-half of the sum agreed upon is to be paid during the prog-

ress of the work, and the balance on delivery of the volume complete.

It now remains for the Society to furnish the money to meet the
payments as they become due, also to state by resolution or otherwise, in

what manner the books shall be disposed of.

The actual cost per copy will be about $1.25.

Should the Society decide to publish annual or biennial reports of

Pioneer Collections it will be necessary to make arrangements at this

meeting for collecting material and publishing Volume II.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. C. HOLMES, ^
M. H. GOODRICH,
0. C COMSTOCK, )> Committee.

H. G WELLS,
I

HARRIET A. TENNEY, Sec'y. J

REPORT OF THE TREASURER FOR THE YEAR ENDING

FEBRUARY 7, 1877.

RECEIPTS.

Cash on hand at date of last report, Feb. 2, 1876 $365 20
Received for memberships during the year 113 00
Received for interest on bank account 6 05
Received from State Treasurer, appropriation for the year 1876 500 00

Amount of receipts $984 25

disbursements.

Paid for postage, telegraphing and stationery $ 32 50
Paid for printing and printing paper 511 30
Paid for expenses of Historian 42 35
Paid Mrs. Howard for copying for historians 65 00

Amount disbursed $651 15

Balance on hand $333 10

Respectfully,

0. M. BARNES, Th-easurer.
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THE JEROME FAMILY.

A PAPER READ BY EDWIN JEROME, OF DETROIT, AT THE ANNUAL MEET-

ING OF THE SOCIETY, FEBRUARY 7tH, 1877.

Mr. President and Members of the State Pioneer Society

:

When I met with you here last winter, pain and anguish of body,

wasting form and tottering limb, strongly admonished me that my time-

whitened locks would never again be numbered with the silvery headed
pioneers of our State. The fundamental and primary object of this

society is to perpetuate the incidents, facts and recollections of individ-

uals that make up the history of our country. As your relator will

probably (unless divinely blessed) never meet you again at these happy
annuals, embraces this opportunity to make a brief family memorial,
and also to dot down a few of the small anecdotes and incidents

unwritten in the history of Michigan, or the life of Lewis Cass.

My father, Horace Jerome, was born in old Stockbridge, Massachu-
setts; the pilgrim State that set the cradle of American liberty in

motion, and was still rocking it at the time, Dec. 24th, 1780. Springing
from a numerous family stock that eventually dotted the States of Con-
necticut and New York with their progeny, affording peers for able states-

men and jurists, the sportsmen of park races, the skillful clock maker,
the beneficent fish breeder, down to the simpleton—so inter-married with

the somewhat historic families of Hopkins, Reed, Storey, Geddes, Filmore
and others, that I never met but one man that could sit and recount by
the day and trace our genealogy with unerring certainty so as to assure

me who my 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th cousins were. This was John
Filmore, elder brother of the President; nor can I now remember how
the Jeromes and Filmores inter-married, so that he and I were 2d
cousins, or how the Storeys and Filmores inter-married, so that he and
my first wife were 2d cousins

;
yet, he had no difficulty in making it

plain.

At the age of ten years father moved with the family to Fabius,

Onondaga county. New York, there married into the Reed family, and
moved to what was then familiarly called the Genesees, or Holland Pur-
chase, locating upon the present road leading from Batavia to LeRoy,
about midway. Through the agency of the same benevolent being,

Santa Glaus, that brought grandmother, just twenty-five years before, a
present, presented me to mother on Christmas eve, 1805. My mother's

sister, aunt Joanna, has since related to me an incident of this Christmas
eve, although present, I cannot recall to memory ; she rode on horseback
(guided principally by foot paths) sixteen miles to a ball, meeting there

the neighboring young people, of fifty miles square. The now model
agricultural township where Batavia stands was supposed to be an
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impenetrable swamp, and said to be so reported by the original surveyor.

Here, in this malarious, miasmatic, fever and ague country, we suffered

the most extreme sickness; here Indians resorted to the stratagem of

making snakes to frighten women to give fire water (whisky). Here
father refused the offer of two hundred acres at the head of Genesee
falls, and a log house (at present the heart of the flourishing city of

Rochester) for two shillings per acre, the payment to be a mare ; which,

in that moneyless country, would not command half the amount in

currency; a significant shake of the owner, attended with fever, dis-

solved the bargain.

In my third year we moved to Cochecton, Pennsylvania, twenty miles

east of Mount Pleasant, at the crossing of the Newburg Turnpike, over

the Delaware river. In this hilW, rocky place, at about the age of four

years (young America like) your relator learned and practiced the art

of rattle-snake catching, and the chewing of his first and last tobacco

;

in this level country the first is not worth teaching, but for the hope of

being a great benefactor to rising generations, give this receipt: take a

thoroughly dried chunk of plug tobacco, size of a blue plum, powder
into a tin cup with a wine-glass of water and swallow it quickly ; if the

family physician saves the child's life, the pecuniary panacea is perfect,

or else my experience will be of no more use to the world than Jeff.

Davis or the lost cause. Here father engaged largely and very success-

fully in rafting pine logs to Philadelphia, planting in his breast the

germ that ever after permeated his life for milling and lumbering, trans-

mitting its fibrous roots from sire to son, infusing an ardent spirit of

emulation in his children for extensive lumbering operations, as wit-

nessed by the millions of feet in years past and present, piled upon the

docks of Saginaw river and various other places. Again the cloud of

adversity lowers ; the embargo proclaims an approaching war, reducing

the value of a forty thousand dollar raft, then on its way to market, to

the pitiful sum of seven thousand dollars. Again he started to pursue

fickle fortune, bought a revolutionary soldier's claim to section 27, in

the town of Ulysses, Tompkins county, N. Y., starting on the high road

to prosperity; but the State set up a claim to the section, and sent sur-

veyor and appraisers, who estimated it at $1.00 per acre, in the year 1800

;

rather than trust the doubtful meshes of the law, he paid the claim, sold

the land and moved to Podunk in the same town, embarked in paper

making on Taugahanac creek ; subsequently the mill was consumed by
fire. From romantic Podunk I was sent to the celebrated Bartow school,

in the belligerent village of Shinhollow, where, after suffering unendur-
ing indignities, the deep rooted piety instilled by my sainted grand-

mother gave way, and I began the war on Abner Trumans, (son of the

founder of this shin-bruising hollow, in honor of whom the place is now
called Trumansburg) day by day pounded, kicked, scratched and bit my
way to the first rank of respectability among my fellows ; attest, my
schoolmates, our honored President, Oliver C. Comstock, of Marshall,

and John Starkweather of Ypsilanti. Fame blew her trumpet, and like

our lamented Governor, Stevens T. Mason, was at the ripe age of nine-

teen years, for like prowess and merit richly rewarded with a lieutenant's
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commission from Gov. Dewitt Clinton, in the 183(1 militia regiment of

New York Barefoots. Father bought further down the stream, including

the Taugahanac or Goodwin falls, of 228 perpendicular feet, with

numerous smaller falls above and below ; the upper gulf was near 200
feet, the lower gulf was estimated at 450 feet, 300 feet being perpendicu-

lar rock. In this lower gulf was enacted the thrilling feat of Samuel
Weyburn and his son George, killing a monster bear in a hand to hand
conflict; a copy of the published account sent me by the Hon. George
Geddes, taken from Rees' Cyclopedia of the State of New York, I now
present to the society. In and about the fall and gulf, I think your
relator made as many daring, hair-breadth escapes for life as any bo}!^

in any age; even the thought of some of them at fifty years lapse brings

a thrill. On this purchase father erected a flouring mill, and soon after,

on the same stream, bought the Opdike flouring mill, distillery, carding
and fulling works ; borrowing largely of the banker, Daniel Kellogg, of

Skaneateles, to purchase wheat and stock the mills ; ultimately ending
in the finale of forwarding some $30,000 worth of flour to consignees in

New York, who shipped and went with it to South America, without
making any return to meet $20,000 going to Kellogg, who through great

sacrifice at sherifl''s sale satisfied his claim, leaving insufficient to fully

satisfy smaller claims. Again borrowing of Daniel Kellogg, took up the

cry and line of westward, ho ! and in 1827, with my younger brother, Reed,
Samuel Quigley, Walton Hubbell, John Lacox, Isaac Quigley and
Rounds, with two full sets of saw-mill irons, came to Michigan, loaded
their effects on a double ox-team at St. Clair, on St Clair river, and in

less than two days cut their way through woods and brush to Pine river,

a distance of over three miles, and there built two mills on opposite

sides of the stream, attached to one dam.
Robert Smart had previously built a saw-mill on Black river, and

Judge Bunce ouilt one about this time; these were all the saw-mills in

northern Michigan.
The following year father shipped household goods and family upon

a canal boat, sailed down Cayuga lake, thence by horse-power ploughed
the raging waters of the lately constructed Erie canal to Buffalo,

embarked on the steamer William Penn, commanded by Captain
Wight, Oct. 2d, 1828. After many imprecations from impatient passen-

gers at delay, the Captain, at a late hour in the morning, ran the Quaker
steamer out of the quiet harbor upon the crank, turbulent dead waves of
Lake Erie just as a long and exceeding gale was gradually subsiding.

Then began the never-to-be-forgotten scene ; no one required a physician
to cleanse the stomach ; the implorings and heart-felt prayers from every
quarter to return to port fell listless on the obdurate captain's ear. After
a long and perilous voyage the anchor was dropped under Point Abino,
on the Canada shore, ten miles distant from Buffalo. The next day the
anchor was weighed, a speedy and pleasant voyage began, coasting the
south shore of Lake Erie, stopping at Dunkirk and every port or end of

a plank where a signal flag was flying ; ending our speedy voyage on
the sixth day, under an azure sky and beautiful sunshine, on the after-

noon of Oct. 7th, by firing our brass three-pounder, and tying up at the
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central wharf, foot of Woodward avenue, Detroit; making the family
home in the city ; my elder brother, Horace, running the mills in St.

Clair.

The only full blooded wolverine in the family is David H., born
Nov. 17th, 1829, at the east end of Michigan avenue, in a log house
belonging to Gen'l Charles Larned, where now stands the massive brick
store of Peter Henkel. Father died March 30th, 1831, in a small dwell-

ing on the corner of Campus Martins and Woodward avenue; the
ground is now occupied by the extensive four-story store of George and
Robert McMillan.

By this bereavement the family were scattered, the living never to

meet again entire, until 1869, over 38 years ; then, in honor of our
Wolverine brother, David Howell Jerome, we met at his house in
Saginaw City, in honor of father and my birthday, on the 24th of
December, where the multiplicity of anecdotes of a long life time were
thoroughly discussed by seven brothers and one sister. Now in sorrow
the pall mantles the general memorial in the plain announcement:
Died, at his residence in Saginaw City, January 16th, 1876, Horace R.
Jerome, aged 72 years.

A narrow planking into the river 60 or 80 feet ; wide enough for a
team; ending in a T, served the city for wharves running out from
Randolph street on the east. Bates, Woodward avenue, Shelby and
Scanlon's tavern on the west, near the foot of Cass street, these being the
extremes of the city proper, having four outlets by roads, one down the
river bank in front of the venerable log mansion of Governor Cass, said

to have bullets embedded in its logs by the Indians in the war of 1763,
running thence to Monroe; one up stream along the shore of Detroit river

and Lake St. Clair to Mt. Clemens ; one on the road to Pontiac ; one
northwest by old Mother Handsome, on Vinegar Hill (alias Mary Ann
Chappell) to Pontiac, a divide at Royal Oak, twelve miles from the city,

being the land route by the Hoxie Settlement and Indian trail to St.

Clair; and one west, by the residence of the historic Coon TenEyck,
and the famous log tavern of Stephen G. Simmons at Wayne, to

Ypsilanti.

The market stood on the south side of Jefferson avenue, in the centre
of Woodward, supplying the citizens with Ohio beef at two cents per lb.;

near its entrance, on Jefferson avenue, stood a whipping post, where
culprits received justice by being lashed according to their merits, by
Tom. Sheldon, sheriff. Jefferson avenue extended beyond the Governor
Hull house, where the Biddle house stands, as far as the east line of the
Brush farm, where it was closed by the log military pickets that once
barricaded the city. The following year they were removed; a half-

mile extension made to the avenue, so as to include the present resi-

dences of Hon. C. C. Trowbridge and Chancellor Elon Farnsworth, A
majority of the houses were built of logs ; memory says six were brick,

including the Capitol and David Cooper's house, then building, and four
stone buildings, the United States Arsenal, with its small pyramids of

cannon balls, Gov. Cass' office, Wayne county jail, and the St. Anne's
Church, then finishing off inside. I attended the first services ever held
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in the main auditory, Christmas, 1828, containing less than two thousand

souls, just emerging by the power of steam and influx of immigration,

from a small isolated fun-loving community to a more extended busi-

ness, commercial character ; fond of dancing to a passion ; taking great

delight in sleighing on the ice with their carioles and fast pacing pony

;

no need then of rinks, the unobstructed river shore afforded a highly

enjoyed amusement for skating ; one of the principal feats was to jump
clear of the wharves inside the T. The fashionable ladies were very

much attached to the low French cart for pleasure and party gathering,

being in after years relinquished for the finely equipped four-wheeled

carriage, with a wistful look and a deep drawn sigh over the left

shoulder at departing glory. I remember well the sensation when one

of our prominent ladies on her way to a ball in a very muddy time, the

fore pin dropped from the staple, rudely depositing its precious load into

the mud.
As soon as curiosity had subsided, I took my first pioneering trip

in Michigan, to visit on the outskirts of civilization, my former friends,

the Markhams, Opdikes and others about Ann Arbor and Lodi Plains

;

returning five miles by the old Detroit and Plymouth road, thence by
devious Indian trail, through an unbroken wilderness to Pontiac. Not-

withstanding the recent report to Congress, by the Surveyor General,

Edward Tiffin, of Ohio, that the interior of Michigan was an intermin-

able swamp, wholly unfit to reward our veterans of the war of 1812-15,

not one acre in a hundred being arable. The hardy pioneers of " Oak-
land led off in the settlement of the interior," surrounding the Surveyor
General's impassable swamp, and opening a picturesque, luxuriant and
delightful farming country. Being greatly in need of roads and mills,

the enterprising Stephen Mack, by the old route of Lake St. Clair and
Mt. Clemens, came to their relief, built a flouring mill on the Clinton

river and founded the flourishing city of Pontiac ; also, becoming inter-

ested with David C. McKinstry and Thomas Palmer in the 10,000 acre

tract immediately in rear of Detroit, donated by Congress, for territorial

wants (buildings and roads) to make these lands available, took the con-

tract and built 5| miles of the present Detroit and Saginaw Turnpike,

leading directly towards this impassable swamp.

" QUOTATION."

"The treaty of Saginaw already alluded to, opened the eastern part

of the Peninsula to survey and settlement. The village of Pontiac was
.founded, and while its flouring mill was being erected, committees of the

citizens used to go to inspect progress. These committees were composed
of friends of the proprietors, who went, as our friend Rice's friends are

sometimes privileged to go, to render such assistance as the case required.

When the mill was completed a large delegation went out, including

many official personages and members of the bar ; before concluding
their task they were placed, one by one, in the hopper and ground ; some
came out superfine, some fine, some middling, and as none bolted, there

was no bran. The route to Pontiac at first was by the way of the shore

of the river and Lake St. Clair to Mt. Clemens, because the dreaded
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cranberry marsh, twelve miles north of the city could not be traversed.

From Mt. Clemens potatoes and other provisions, and even the shingles

for the mill, were transported on pack horses. So formidable was this

marsh, that a meeting was called at the hotel of Major Whipple, for the

purpose of discussing the expediency of constructing a canal from its

border to the Detroit river ; three important ends were to be gained by
the undertaking ; the lands were to be drained, and made available for

culture, a road was to be built across the marsh, and a constant supply

of water was to be obtained for propelling a flouring mill, to be erected

at the foot of Woodward avenue. As late as 1822 or 1823, large parties

of farmers made a bee to construct a causeway across the cranberry

marsh. They erected a commodious log shanty there, and spent several

weeks in making the marsh passable." *

In November, 1828, I opened an English school; taught in the

University building on Bates street, Governor Cass' building, corner of

Wayne and Jefferson avenue, and other places in the city. Teaching

was so high and disproportionate to the circulating medium, (being

twenty York shillings per quarter) it was requisite to keep a strict

account of every half-day's attendance of each scholar, in order that no
employer should be taxed one cent unjustly. One of these calendars,

embracing parts of 1830-31, with its record of an evening school for

apprentices, and two terms of a spelling class for prizes, showing some-

thing of the inspirations and primitive territorial inducements in the

education of the rising generation, I now present to the society. The
sound of the war bugle, reveille and tattoo having long since passed

beyond their echo. You might suppose the military spirit had oozed

out, but no, the territorial Toledo war of 1835 fanned the smouldering

embers of military ambition, snuffing glory in the breeze; Michigan

hearts beat a lively reveille, and among the many daring companies that

went forth to do or die, the Detroit Light Dragoons were prominent, a

splendidly equipped horse company, commanded by Col. Garry Spencer,

who being confined by sickness, the command devolved on the 1st Lieu-

tenant, John Wright: he applied himself to the manual, and learned

the command forward march, face, wheel, etc. Being anxious to make
a favorable impression upon the inhabitants, and teach Generals Jackson,

Scott, Brady and Maj. Kearsley that the military sons were worthy of

the military sires of New^ Orleans or Lundy's Lane, drew up the com-

pany in front of Governor Hull's mansion, facing down street directly

upon the foe at Toledo; with waving plume and drawn sabre, drew
taught rein, straightened ten degrees beyond perpendicular, wheeled his

noble steed in front of the column, tDUched his forearm with the bur-

nished spur, commanded in stentorian voice, march forward; riding

across Randolph street, 2d Lieutenant, Simeon B. Brown, hearing the

reversed order, did not know whether to go backward or forward, there-

fore stood still. The commander not hearing the tramp of horse, turned

round, called loudly, why in h—1 don't you come along? This com-

mand was fully understood, instantly obeyed, and, making good time to

* Address of C. C. Trowbridge before the Historical Society of Michigan.
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the seat of war, signalized themselves by scattering the midnight Ohio

court from the school-house, capturing Stickney, his hen-roost, potato

patch and young roasters. On forming the hollow square they stood

gallantly by the Governor, listened to his recital of their noble deeds,

receiving directly from, his lips, "well done good and faithful servants."

For this well deserved tribute Stevens T. Mason was elected by grateful

hearts first Governor of our new fledged State.

To return to the past: John T. Mason, territorial secretary during

the winter of 1830-31, secured, through President Jackson, his son as a

successor, and resigned. Indignation meetings were called, and com-

mittees appointed to meet a central one at Detroit, who sent a delegation

to demand his commission and return it to its source. Receiving in

answer, "General Jackson appointed me with his eyes open, go home and
mind your own business." While public indignation was at fever heat,

Governor Cass, having received the appointment as secretary of war,

invited the citizens to a parting feast. After the appropriate address of

Major John Biddle and the Governor, and their sentiments, each washed
down with a glass of wine, other toasts were drank. Standing next to

John T. I saw his every move. At an opportune moment, Austin E.

Wing gave the order, fill glasses—up glasses,—the health of Ex-Secretary of

State. Mason slowly setting down his glass delivered a masterly extem-

pore speech, assuring us the boy was smart, and thoroughly understood

the duties of the office, pleading not to condemn the boy untried
;
press-

ing his right thumb upon the heart, with deep pathos and suppressed

tone said, ^r?/ ^Ae boy; try the boy; President Jackson is not to blame;

the boy is not to blame ; if any blame can be attached it is in the

affections of the father for the son. The wine-moistened tear swelled in

every eye, crying, peace be still, and every passion ceased.

Time will not admit a, full detailed account of the trial and hanging

of Stephen G. Simmons, previously alluded to at Wayne, convicted of

the murder of his wife, and executed September 24th, 1830. The only

white man who ever sujffered the death-penalty in our borders ; a man
of culture and education transformed from a debonair to debauchee by
that deadly enemy of man, ardent spirits. Five years of drunken bru-

tality dealt in detail upon travelers and neighbors, whom the extreme

muddy roads obliged to call at his hotel, rendered him an intolerable

nuisance, and so outraged the public sentiment of society that nearly

the entire community hailed with delight a justification by any excuse

to rid the earth of his presence. In making up a jury about three hund-

red men were sworn, and to the question, have you made up your mind
in this case ; one answer only was given: Yes ; hang him, except by the

twelve men who tried him. Being a man of 250 pounds avoirdupois,

and well proportioned, was a knock-down argument to his fellow man,
not to give vent to their wrath until distance lent a charm to the situa-

tion. The material and eye witnesses were their two daughters. Among
the many facts they related two were prominent. One added hard wood
fuel to the heated flame of public sentiment by stating the fact, they

had known father to previously beat mother a hundred times, each

harder than on the fatal occasion; the other recites the tragedy: father,

2
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as customary, on the fatal Sabbath, brought to the stand at the head of

the bed a bottle and glass, taking a drink, and enforcing on mother a
social glass and going to bed; in a few minutes arose, took another
drink, and enforcing another upon his wife. On the 4th or 5th similar
repeatings, her implorings and protestations to be excused incensed his

drunken senses, and to enforce the social glass held in his right hand,
with the left dealt a single blow in the abdomen, inwardly bursting a
blood vessel, the blood gushing forth from the mouth and nose, and
instantly suffocating her to death. Frightened at the rushing of blood,

he ran to an adjoining room, and brought three vials of restoratives
;

finding all endeavors vain, staggered back, dropping into a chair,

moaned most piteously, suffusing his face in a flood of tears, and so pow-
erful was the effect, that in five minutes he was perfectly sober

;
giving

the most conclusive evidence of no premeditation, but of astonishment
beyond expression. There is a consolation, and may have been some to

him on the gallows, to know, and realize the high character of the court
organization. A jury—the embodiment of human intellect. The honor-
able, able, legal jurists, Solomon Sibley, Henry Chipman and William
Woodbridge, as Territorial Judges; the calm, dispassionate Benjamin F.
H. Witherell, U. S. prosecuting attorney ; and defended by the talented

counselor, George A. O'Keefe, aided by that clear headed firm. Cole &
Porter, The Court thus constituted drops a pall over their final proceed-
ings by pronouncing the single word, "guilty." On the morning of the
execution, to relieve his conscience in the case, Thomas S. Knapp refused
to hang Stephen G. Simmons, and tendered to Governor Cass his resigna-

tion as Sheriff of Wayne County.
On the platform, Simmons sang the hymn in proportion to his size,

his voice rising smoothly to a very high key, far above all others,

descending with a gentle, harmonious melody, and as the last closing
cadence sank to rest, one loud, simultaneous, sympathetic sound gushed
forth from twelve hundred surrounding voices. Like Simmons or the
yearly pilgrims seeking a holy place for penance, it has ever been my
privilege to atone by once a year singing that hymn at the topmost key
my voice can reach.

Show pity, Lord, O, Lord, forgive,

Let a repenting rebel live
;

Are not thy mercies large and free ?

May not a sinner trust in Thee ?

My crimes are great, but can't surpass

The power and glory of Thy grace.

Great God, Thy nature hath no bound,
So let thy pardoning love be found. Etc.

I must close, with many anecdotes and incidents still crowding on my
mind of my U. S. surveying journey to Wisconsin during the month of
November, 1831, along the line of the contemplated Chicago turnpike, trav-

eling and camping on the sand beach around the head of Lake Michigan

;

the great enjoyment through a twenty hours' pelting rain storm of the
hospitable floor and fire of the soldiers' kitchen in little Fort Dearborn,
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the only accomodation in Chicago ; the pioneer mode of ferrying the St.

Joseph at Niles, Calumet, Chicago and Rock rivers in flats propelled by
passengers pulling at a rope spanning the stream, or pushing with a pole;
the attaching our tent ropes to the tongue of our baggage wagon, sending
the packer on his pony with the other end across the Fox and other
rivers, to tow us ashore in case the current swept us down stream ; or
the falling of the monarch of the forest to bear us over, also the tragedies
and scenes of the Black Hawk war, the glittering lead mines, etc., not
related in my former history of events given to this society.

Pioneer Settlers of Michigan, ours has been a sturdy task manfully
performed ; transforming rude nature from a crude state to one com-
manding the credit and admiration of mankind, and while we retrospect
with satisfaction, the mind reverts to our present condition, solemnly
whispering in the ear. Time with his scythe is thinning your ranks ; look
to the future; and as our end is inevitably near, let us strive, so far as
human nature will admit, to embrace the sentiment of the psalmist and
say:

" We would not live alway; "We ask not to stay

Where storm after storm rises dark o'er the way;
The few lurid mornings that dawn on us here
Are enough for its joys, full enough for its cheer."

A PAPER PREPARED BY JACOB CORNELL OF LANSING AND
READ AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY,

FEBRUARY 7, 1877.

In the autumn of the year 1833 my father, Stephen Cornell, of Pough-
keepsie. New York, came to Michigan and purchased of the United
States one hundred and twenty acres of land on section 28 in the town-
ship of Unidilla, Livingston County, and with the help of two men, a yoke
of oxen, and a rope, erected the first log house in the county. He hauled
the clapboards and the lumber for the floor from Dexter, fourteen miles
southeast of our home. He and his men built a camp of brush and
marsh hay in which they lodged and cooked for three weeks, using brush
for a spring bed. My father returned home late in the fall preparatory
to removing his famil}' the following spring to our home in the Territory
of Michigan. About the middle of April, 1834, we packed up our little

all, together with a year's supply of provisions and medicines, and em-
ployed a sloop to carry us to Albany, a distance of 80 miles, on the
Hudson river ; the trip from Poughkeepsie occupying nearly a week.
At Albany we took a boat on the Erie canal for Buffalo, reaching that

city in about nine days ; thence by way of lake Erie, on the steamboat
Daniel Webster, to Detroit. At Detroit we made a contract with two
teamsters to take us the remainder of our journey, sixty miles, through
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the mud. We counted up our funds and found we could foot the bill

and have fifty cents left. We left Detroit, plodding our way, when not
stuck in the mud, over a wild and horrible road to Dexter, being then
within fourteen miles of our new home, lor eight miles of which we were
blessed with an Indian trail to guide us ; the remainder being trackless

marshes and lakes. We waded about fifty rods through a lake, and this

seemed close akin to shipwreck, and my mother and sister thought if

this was Michigan life their days were numbered ; but we reached the

shore in safet}'', and three miles more brought us up in front of our new
log house, and although without paint or cornice, and having a chimney
of sticks plastered with mud, we all repaired to it with great relief from
a long and fatiguing journey of three weeks, being obliged to walk most
of the way from Detroit. We soon discovered that several hundred miles

lay between us and our New York home, and to return, with but fifty

cents in the treasur}^ was impossible, so we resolved to submit to the

fortunes of the pioneer and protect our scalps from the swarm of Indians
that surrounded us as best we could ; they were so numerous we felt that

we were completely in their povvcr. When our goods were unpacked
and the rough floor was cleaned my mother remarked that she was now
prepared to receive company. After a heart}^ laugh over the remark,

sure enough, in marched her company in single file, to the number of

nine, all red men, squaws and pappooses ; this was a stunner, as was
shown b}^ the pale face of my mother, who soon distributed among them
all the cooked provisions she had in the house, hoping to save her life

thereby, but they soon departed in a friendly manner, and we found it a

great convenience to have such friends, for they often brought us venison

to exchange for flour, and we ever found them friendly and honorable
unless influenced by whisky. We experienced very close times the first

two years, and one year our scanty supply of provisions gave out before

harvest time, and we were compelled to cut the unripe wheat, dry it in

the sun, thresh it on sheets, fan it in the wind, grind it in the coffee mill

and bolt it through crape, and this flour made into biscuits we partook

of with a relish that I shall never forget. As we were fourteen miles

from post-office, mill, or store, it required three days to make the trip

with an ox team, so that the bread box sometimes got lonesome before the

new grist came from the mill.

The howling of wolves of a winter evening was of frequent occurrence

but we were never disturbed by them or any other wild animals ; the

worst enemy to mankind with which we came in contact was whisky

;

some of our nearest neighbors who settled about us the first jesiT being
intemperate men who sought to injure every outspoken temperance man,
and my father being of the latter class, undertook to raise a barn without

the customary aid of intoxicating liquors, but inviting all to the raising.

The whisky lovers came with bottles of whisky of their own, and a more
disgraceful scene than the one that occurred on that occasion I never

witnessed. After furnishing them with a good supper, they remained till

a late hour drinking and carousing ; they broke our dishes, butchered

the dog, tore down all the out buildings, and threatened to destroy the

barn frame. Nearly all of these rioters have dropped into drunkards'
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graves. But we were not entirely without good society, for one mile

south of us resided the family of Amos Williams, who came from Con-

necticut and settled there the same spring that we did
;
they were an

excellent family of ten persons. This family, together with the family of

Elnathan Nobles and two or three others, formed a good, respectable

societ}^ At our first election our voters were so few that several persons

had to fill two offices. Elnathan Nobles was our first Justice of the Peace;

our first road district was only eight miles long, and every man worked
as much road tax as he chose to. The first arrest of a criminal was
ordered by m}^ father, who, while trying to collect a school bill, as school

assessor, was struck three blows with a whip stock, the party hoping b}'^

that means to avoid payment, but when arrested he was tamed down by
a fine of twenty dollars, which he paid in addition to the school bill.

The first knowledge we had of a pine tree growing in Michigan was
in 1835, when a man called on us and said he was one of a party of sur-

veyors who had been trying to survey a very fine forest of pine trees

north of us, but the mosquitos had driven them off". We placed no con-

fidence in his story, not dreaming that there was a pine tree in Michigan.

During our first year's residence in Livingston County, Messrs. Dyer,

Dunn, Cool and others settled in the north part of the town, moving
with their teams from New Jersey. A few of these persons are still living

on their old farms. My mother died in 1845, after eleven years of Mich-
igan life; my father died in 1850, and both were buried on the old farm,

side by side. My oldest sister and myself are the only survivors of the

family, having resided in Michigan about forty-three years.

ANCIENT GARDEN BEDS OF MICHIGAN.

BY BELA HUBBARD.

(Read before the State Pioneer Society, February 7th, 1877.)

A class of works of the Mound-Builders exists in Michigan, of

unknown age and origin, which have received the name of " Garden-
Beds."

An unusual importance attaches to these remains of a lost race, from
the fact that they have been almost entirely overlooked by archaeologists,

and that of those which were so numerous and prominent forty, or even
thirty years ago, nearly every trace has disappeared. For any knowl-
edge beyond the scanty details hitherto recorded we are forced to rely

upon the recollections of the "oldest inhabitants." We know how un-
certain this reliance often is, and were it otherwise, we cannot but

recognize the rapidity with which we are losing our hold of this kind of

testimony, and the very brief period at which it must cease altogether.^
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THE EARLIEST MENTION OF THESE RELICS,

which, I find, is by Haven, in his "Archseology of the United States.''

It is the report of Verandrier, who, with several French associates,

explored this region before 1748. He found in the western wilderness
" large tracts free from wood, many of which are everywhere covered

with furrows, as if they had formerly been plowed and sown."

Schoolcraft was the first to give to the world any acccurate and sys-

tematic account of these " furrows." Indeed, he is the only author of

note who honors this interesting class of the works of the Mound-Builders
with more than the most meagre mention. Observations were made by
him as early as 1827. He gives figures of two kinds of beds, and he

records the fact, that " the garden beds, and not the mounds, form the

most prominent, and, by far, the most striking and characteristic anti-

quarian monuments of this district of country."

Another writer of early date, still resident of our State, John T. Blois,

published, in 1839, in his " Gazetteer of Michigan," a detailed description,

with a diagram, of one kind of the beds.

No mention is made of these remains by Priest or by Baldwin. Fos-

ter devotes to them less than a single page of his voluminous work, and
only says, in effect, that " they certainly indicate a methodical cultivation

which was not practiced by the red man."
Dr. Lapham describes a few of this kind of remains which were found

upon the western shore of Lake Michigan, as " consisting of low parallel

ridges, as if corn had been planted in drills. They average four feet in

width, and twenty-five of them have been counted in the space of one

hundred feet."

Yet these relics constitute a unique feature in the antiquities of our

country. They are of especial interest to us, from the fact that they were

not only the most prominent of our antiquities, but, with the exception

referred to in Wisconsin, they are confined to our State.

Some investigations, by no means thorough, enable me to define more
accurately and fully than has been heretofore done the diff'erent kinds of

these beds, which I shall attempt to classify, according to the most

reliable information obtained. But I must first define

THEIR SITUATION, EXTENT AND CHARACTER.

The so-called "Garden Beds" were found in the valleys of the St.

Joseph and Grand Rivers, where they occupied the most fertile of the

prairie land and burr-oak plains, principally in the counties of St. Joseph,

Cass and Kalamazoo.
They consist of raised patches of ground, separated by sunken paths,

and were generally arranged in plats or blocks of parallel beds. These

varied in dimensions, being from five to sixteen feet in width, in length

from twelve to more than one hundred feet, and in height six to eighteen

inches.

The tough sod of the prairie had preserved very sharply all the out

.lines. According to the universal testimony, these beds were laid out

and fashioned with a skill, order and symmetry which distinguished them
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from the ordinary operations of agriculture, and were combined with
some pecuHar features that belong to no recognized system of horticul-

tural art.

In the midst of diversity, sufficient uniformity is discoverable to

enable me to group the beds and gardens, as in the following

CLASSIFICATIONS :

1. Wide convex beds, in parallel rows, without paths, composing inde-

pendent plats. (Width of beds 12 feet, paths none, length 74 to 115
feet.) Fig. 1.

2. Wide convex beds, in parallel rows, separated by paths of same width,
in independent plats. (Width of bed 12 to 16 feet; paths same;
length, 74 to 132 feet.) Fig. 2.

3. Wide and parallel beds, separated by narrow paths, arranged in a
series of plats longitudinal to each other. (Width of beds 14 feet

;

paths, 2 feet ; length, 100 feet.) Fig. 3.

4. Long and narrow beds, separated by narrower paths and arranged in

a series of longitudinal plats, each plat divided from the next by
semi-circular heads. (Width of beds five feet; paths, 1^ feet;

length, 100 feet; height, 18 inches.) Fig. 4.

5. Parallel beds, arranged in plats similar to class 4, but divided by cir-

cular heads. (Width of beds, 6 feet; paths, 4 feet; length, 12 to 40
feet ; height, 18 inches.) Fig. 5.

6. Parallel beds, of varying widths and lengths, separated by narrow
paths, and arranged in plats of two or more at right angles N. and
S., E. and W., to the plats adjacent. (Width of beds, 5 to 14 feet

;

paths, 1 to 2 feet; length, 12 to 30 feet; height, 8 inches.) Figures
a, b and c, are varieties. Fig. 6.

7. Parallel beds, of uniform width and length, with narrow paths,

arranged in plats • or blocks, and single beds, at varying angles.

(Width of beds, 6 feet
;
paths, 2 feet ; length, about 30 feet ; height,

10 to 12 inches,) Fig. 7.

8. Wheel-shaped plats, consisting of a circular bed, with beds of uniform
shape and size radiating therefrom, all separated by narrow paths,

(Width of beds, 6 to 20 feet; paths, 1 foot; length, 14 to 20 feet.)

Fig. 8.

LOCALITIES.

I present diagrams of each of these classes or kinds of beds on a scale

of thirty-two feet to one inch. Of these only those numbered 1, 2 and 4
have ever before been delineated, to my knowledge. (See figures.) Nos. 3

and 5 are described by Schoolcraft and Blois, while the others are figured as

well—1 and 2 by Schoolcraft and 4 by Blois. No. 3, according to the

latter, consists of five plats, each 100 feet long, 20 beds in each plat.

Schoolcraft does not give the exact localities, and I am unable to state

whether beds of the same class have been noticed by other observers.

As to their extent, his language is, "The beds are of various sizes, cover-

ing generally from 20 to 100 acres." Some are reported to embrace even

300 acres. Plats of beds are undoubtedly here referred to.
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Of the plat figured by Blois (No. 4.), the writer says :
" They are found

a short distance from Three Rivers, on one side of an oval prarie,

surrounded b}' burr-oak plains. The prairie contains three hundred
acres. The garden is judged to be half a mile in length by one-third in

breadth, containing about one hundred acres, regularly laid out in beds
running north and south, in the form of parallelograms, five feet in

width and one hundred in length, and eighteen inches deep." The
distinctive peculiarity of these beds is what Blois calls the " semi-lunar "

head, at the extremity of each bed, separated from them by a path as

represented.

Class 6, so far as my own inquiries warrant, represents the form and
arrangement which is most common, viz : that of a series of parallel beds
formed into blocks of two or more, alternating with other similar blocks
placed at right angles to them. (See figures a, b and c.) The prevailing
width of the bed is five or six feet, and that of the paths one and a-half

to two feet. The length of the plats or blocks varies, the average being
about twenty feet. Gardens of this kind were found b}' the early settlers,

at Schoolcraft ; the burr-oak plains at Kalamazoo ; Toland's prairie ; Prai-

rie-Ronde, and elsewhere.

Mr. Henry Little says, that in 1831 they were very numerous on the

plains where now stands the village of Kalamazoo ; and south of the
mound, eight or ten acres were entirely covered by them.

Mr. E. Laken Brown confirms this account, and says they reminded
him of old New England gardens, being very regular and even, and the

beds five feet by twelve or fourteen feet. In 1832 the outlines were very
distinct, and the burr-oak trees on them as large as any in the vicinity.

Mr. A. T. Prouty concurs as to the extent covered, but thinks the beds
were six feet by twenty-five to forty long. On the farm of J. T. Cobb,
section 7, town of Schoolcraft, the beds were quite numerous as late as

1860. There must have been 15 acres of them on his land. The "sets"

would average five or six beds each. Neighbors put the number of acres

covered witn t.bem in 1830, within the space of a mile, at one hundred.
Fig. 6-6, of class 6, is from a drawing by James R. Cumings, of Gales-

burg, of a garden in which the beds are of more than usual diversity in

width and length. H. M. Shaffer and Roswell Ransom, old settlers, say
that three or four acres on the edge of the prairie, at this place, were
covered with the beds. On the farm of the latter in the town of Com-
stock, of one hundred acres, there were not less than ten acres of beds,

six feet by twenty five to forty, arranged in alternate blocks, having a

north and south and east and west direction.

Fig. 6-c, is from a drawing hj Mr. Shaffer.

The series represented hy Class 7, (fig. 7) were found at Prairie Ronde.
They are platted and described to me by Messrs. Cobb & Prouty. They
differ from the more ordinary form of No. 6, in the arrangement of the
blocks or sets of beds, which is here not at right angles, but at various

and irregular angles, also in the single beds outlying. The number of

beds in each block is also greater than usual.

Class 8 is established on the authority of Henry Little and A. T.

Prouty, of Kalamazoo. The figure delineated is from the descriptions
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and dimensions given by the former. The diameter of the circular bed
and the lengtli of the radiating- ones are each twenty-five to tliirty feet.

The latter describes two of similar design, but of smaller dimensions, the

centre bed being only six feet in diameter, and the radiating ones twenty
feet. All occurred at Kalamazoo, and in immediate association with the

other forms of beds at that place, represented generally by Class 6.

There is reason for supposing that there mav have existed another
class of beds, differing altogether from any I have represented, from
expressions used by both Schoolcraft and Blois. The former speaks of
** enigmatical plats of variously shaped beds ;" and further " nearly all

the lines of each area or sub-area of beds, are rectangular and parallel.

Others admit of half circles and variously curved beds, with avenues, and
are differently grouped and disposed."

The latter says, the beds "appear in various fanciful shapes.'^ Some
are laid off in rectilineal and curvilineal figures, either distinct or com-

bined in a fantastic manner, in parterres and scolloped work, with alleys

between, and apparently ample walks leading in different directions."

This language is too vague to enable me to construct a diagram, nor
have I any confirmation to offer from other sources. The reputation of

the writers will not allow us to consider the descriptions fanciful, but it

is possible to suppose they were misled by the representations of others.

WERE THESE VEGETABLE GARDENS?

To answer this question, we must proceed according to the doctrine

of probabilities. All opinions seem to agree, that these relics denote
some species of cultivation ; and that they are very different from those left

by the field culture of any known tribes of Indians. Nor do we find any
similar remains in connection with the works of the Mound-Builders,
which exist, on so extensive a scale, through the valley of the Mississippi

river, although those unknown builders were undoubtedly an agricul-

tural people.

The principal crop of the Indians is maize, and this was never culti-

vated by them in roivs, but in hills, often large but always disposed in a

very irregular manner. As little do these beds resemble the deserted

fields of modern agriculture. On the other hand, the resemblance of many
of the plats to the well-laid out garden beds of our own day is very
striking; while the curvilinear forms suggest analogies quite as strong

to the modern "pleasure garden.^'

The nearest approach to anything resembling horticultural operations

among Indian tribes, within the historic period, is noticed by Jones, who
refers to a practice, among some of the southern Indians, of setting apart

separate pieces of ground for each family. This author quotes from Capt.

Ribault's " Discovery of Terra Florida," published in London, 1563.
" They labor and till the ground, sowing the fields with a grain called

Mahis, whereof they make their meal, and in their gardens they plant

beans, gourds, cucumbers, citrons, peas, and many other fruits and roots

unknown to us. Their spades and mattocks are made of wood, so well

and fitly as is possible."

In the St. Joseph valley I learned of numerous places, widely apart,
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where the labor and skill of our ancient* horticulturists were apparent
in small gardens, laid out in different styles, and with an eye to the pictur-
esque

; as if each family had not only its separate garden patch, but had
used it for the display of its own peculiar taste.

Historians tell us of the Aztecs, that they had gardens, in which were
cultivated various plants, for medicinal uses, as well as for ornament.
Was there something analogous to this in the Michigan Nation ? Did
the latter also have botanical gardens f May we accord to this unknown
people a considerable advance in science, in addition to a cultivated taste,

^

and an eye for symmetry and beauty, which is without precedent among'
the pre-historic people of this continent, north of Mexico ?

ASSOCIATED AND CONTEMPORANEOUS RELICS.

These extensive indications of ancient culture necessarily imply a
settled and populous community. We are led, therefore, to look for other
evidences of the numbers and character of the people who made them.
But here an extraordinary fact presents itself; such evidences are almost
wanting ! The testimony of nearly every one whom I have consulted

—

men who were among the first of the white race to break up the sod,
that for ages had consecrated these old garden lands—agrees in the fact,

that almost none of the usual aboriginal relics were found ; no pottery

;

no spear and arrow heads ; no implements of stone; not even the omni-
present pipe. Tumuli, or burial mounds of the Red man, are not
uncommon, though not numerous, in Western Michigan, but have no
recognized association with the garden race.

Upon the St. Joseph and Colorado rivers, and in the town of Prairie
Ronde, exist several small circular and rectangular embankments,
resembling the lesser works of the Mound-Builders so numerous in Ohio.
But no connection can be traced between these detached earthworks and
the garden beds. None of them seem to have been the bases of buildings,
nor do they give indication of any religious origin or rites. There are
no traces of dwellings, and the soil which has so sacredly preserved the
labor of its occupants, discloses not even their bones!

At Three Rivers, and in Gilead, Branch County, are some ancient
embankments, which are probably referable to this people, and may pass
for works of defence. That at the first named place was notably
extensive. It consisted only of an earth embankment, about six feet in
height extending between two forks of a river, a mile apart. It thus
enclosed a large area, and with a sufticient garrison might have withstood
the siege of a large army of barbarous warriors.

It seems strange, indeed, that these garden beds, suggestive as they
are, should be the only memorials of a race which has left such an evi-
dence of civilized advancement, and was worthy of more enduring
monuments! We may reasonably conclude, that they were a people of
peaceable disposition, of laborious habits, and of aesthetic if not scientific

tastes; that they lived in simple and patriarchal style, subsisting on the
fruits of the earth, rather than of the chase. Their dwellings and their
tools were of wood, and have perished. This simple record of their
character and labors is all, it may be, we can ever know.
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ANTIQUITY OF THE GARDEN BEDS.

But is this all? May we not form some reasonable conjecture as to

the period in which these gardeners lived?

A fact mentioned by Dr. Lapham furnishes a species of evidence, as

to the relative antiquity of the garden beds of Wisconsin, as compared
with the animal mounds. They were found overlying the latter ; from

which he infers, of course, a more recent origin. We may also suppose

a considerably more recent age, since it is not likely that the race could

have thus encroached upon the works of another, until long after these

had been abandoned, and their religious or other significance forgotten.

The date of the abandonment of the beds may be approximately

fixed, by the age of the trees found growing upon them. One of these,

mentioned by Schoolcraft, cut down in 1837, had 335 cortical layers,

This carries the period back as far as 1502, or some years prior to the

discovery of this country by the French. How long these labors were

abandoned before this tree commenced its growth may not be susceptible

of proof. Early French explorers do not appear to have been interested

in the question, and it does not seem to me necessary to go further back

than the three centuries during which that tree flourished, for a period

quite long enough to have crumbled into indistinguishable dust every

trace of wooden dwellings and implements, as well as of the bodies of

their fabricators, if the latter received only simple earth burial.

At the time of the arrival of the French the country -was in possession

of Algonquin tribes, who emigrated from the St. Lawrence about the

middle of the 16th century. They were ignorant of the authors of these

works, and were not more advanced in the arts of culture than the other

known tribes.

It is probable that the few defensive works, I have mentioned, were

erected by this settled and peaceful race of gardeners, as places of tempo-

rary refuge for the women and children, against the raids of the warlike

tribes living eastward of them. The larger one may have served for the

general defence in a time of sudden and great emergency. It is proba-

ble that on some such occasion they were surprised by their savage and

relentless foes, and were overwhelmed, scattered or exterminated.

Most of the facts I have been able to present are gathered in large

part, from the memories—of course not always exact or reliable—of early

settlers, and after modern culture had for many years obliterated the old.

It is perhaps useless to regret, that these most interesting and unique

relics of a lost people have so completely perished, through the greed of

the dominant race ; or that they could not have received, while they yet

remained, the more exact and scientific scrutiny which is now being

applied to the antiquities of our land. Much that might then have been

cleared up, must now remain forever involved in mystery, or be left to

conjecture.
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ANCIENT GARDEN BEDS, GRAND RIVER VALLEY. MICHIGAN.
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ANCIENT GARDEN BEDS, GRAND RIVER VALLEY, MICHIGAN.

r"ig. a.
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ANCIENT GARDEN BEDS, ST. JOSEPH RIVER VALLEY, MICHIGAN.

Fig. 4b.
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ANCIENT GARDEN BEDS, WESTERN MICHIGAN.

ANCIENT GARDEN PLATS, KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

[aj l-lgj. «.
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ANCIENT GARDEN PLATS, KALAMAZOO CO., MICHIGAN.

Z.<r (/)

[l3] F'ig. 6.

ANCIENT GARDEN PLAT, NEAR GALESBURG, MICHIGAN.
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GARDEN BEDS ON PRAIRIE RONDE, MICHIGAN.

FlS. 7.
Scale t6 ft to I inch.
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ANCIENT GARDEN BED, KALAMAZOO, MICH.

Fig. 8.
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EARLY MICHIGAN.

SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF OLIVER WILLIAMS AND FAMILY, READ BEFORE

THE MICHIGAN STATE PIONEER SOCIETY AT ITS ANNUAL MEET-

ING, FEBRUARY 2d, 1876, BY B. O. WILLIAMS.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan :

Nothing but a desire to aid in supplying a few links to the historic

chain that our society is yearly forging for the benefit of those who will

follow us, could induce one fully conscious that a lack of an early educa-
tion in consequence of having been reared in the back woods, has unfitted

him for the task of writing an account of the early experiences of those

who through many trials of sickness and the privations incident to all

early settlers, with true Yankee energy and enterprize, moved a large

family of small children, in the year 1815, from Old Concord, Massachu-
setts, to Detroit, in the countr}'' then called the North-west Territory.

That early removal was in consequence of, or rather was hastened by, the
destruction and entire loss of a large property and business which my
father, Oliver Y\'illiams, had built up for himself in Detroit and along
the frontiers, in the mercantile and fur trade, by the war of 1812. As
early as the year 1808, he had established a business at Detroit, pur-

chasing his goods in Boston annually, and carting them overland in

covered wagons to Bufialo, thence to Detroit by water, making generally

two trips a year on horseback, home and to Boston. During the winter
and spring of 1810 and '11, he built at the River Rouge, a large sloop,

naming her the Friend's Good Will, and in the summer of 1812, just

before the war broke out, went on board of her to the post of Michili-

macinack, himself acting as supercargo. At Mackinaw, his vessel was
chartered b}^ the government to take military supplies from there to the

United States troops at Chicago, and also to bring back to Detroit a cargo

of furs and skins from the factor of the government at Chicago ; Lieu-

tenant Hanks, in command of the post, furnished him a box of ammu-
nition, twelve stands of arms, a non-commissioned ofiiccr and six men,
as a guard against Indians who were then manifesting hostile intentions,

a declaration of war being daily expected. Upon returning from Chicago,

a few days after the capitulation of Mackinaw, without information of

that occurrence, he was captured, made a prisoner of war, and his vessel

condemned as a lawful prize of war by the British in consequence of

such charter, cargo and troops. This vessel's name was then changed
by the English and called Sloop Little Belt, and mounted with three

guns. It was recaptured by Commodore Perry and fleet at the battle of

Lake Erie, in 1813, and was burned at Buffalo the next winter. My
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father was paroled and sent to Detroit in a cartel, was present at Hull's

surrender and after Winchester's defeat, sent east through Canada in the

winter with most of the business men of Detroit, before the arrival of

Gen. Harrison's army. After Winchester's defeat many prisoners were
brought by the Indians to Detroit, to be ransomed by the whites, some
badly wounded. My father purchased several, either five or seven, from
the Indians and squaws, and in 1828, was paid on this account by the

government of the U. S., the sum of $28 apiece for two of those Ken-
tuckeyans, being the sum paid the Indians for their ransom, and this

sum was aot paid until after the affidavits of those living soldiers were
duly appended to the military papers properly made out at the time of

purchase in Detroit. Those who had died or whose affidavits could not

be obtained were never paid for, and these two small sums, thus appa-

rently reluctantly repaid, was the only remuneration he or any of his

family ever received from the general government or any other source,

for all his losses during the war. His invoices in Boston the year before

the war, amounted to $64,000. At the close of the war nearly all had
been swept away.

In 1835, upon settling the estate of my father, I found one bundle of

dead notes, and mostly against men then dead, amounting to over

$30,000. My mother, upon my handing them to her, raked open the

coals and threw them into the fire at our old homestead, saying that she

did not wish to be reminded by seeing them again of the horrors she

had passed through.
That devoted mother, in the fall of 1815, left her home in Concord,

leaving an aged mother, and with eight children, the oldest not fourteen

years of age, traveled with one four-horse team and covered wagon, and
another spring carriage and horses, over to Buffalo, (accompanied by a

sister and her daughter, a young lady,) and from Buffalo to Detroit on
board a small schooner named the Mink, arriving at Detroit on the 5th

day of November, a beautiful Indian summer day, when she met her

husband, and we, our father, who had long been anxiously expecting our
arrival in great dread of some accident having befallen us, as a violent

storm had overtaken and compelled the vessel to take shelter several

days in Put-in-Bay at the Islands, where we lay tempest-tossed.

About a mile above Maiden, thousands of wild Indians were then
encamped, where they annually gathered to receive valuable presents

from the British, in payment for their services during the war then just

ended. It was late in the afternoon, and the Indians were holding war
dances, sending forth over the water, hideous yells, when all at once pop,

pop and whiz, whiz, came bullets of rifles or muskets over our heads.

One was said to have passed through a sail of our vessel, while the war
whoop rang out more horrible than before, which caused our captain to

swear great wicked oaths, and us little folks and the ladies to scamper
below into the cabin, expecting the tomahawk and scalping knife soon
to be after our scalps. This was said to be the work of drunken Indians,

and no doubt was so.

We cast anchor one mile below the Fort at Detroit, the wind having
died away, when we were met and taken off to shore by my father and a
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brother of the late Hon. Shubael Conant, who was with us on board the
Mink from Buffalo. We walked up the river bank, passed the guns of
the fort with pyramid piles of cannon balls, the muskets of the sentries

and soldiers gleaming in the rays of the setting sun, passing up the
principal street, now Jefferson avenue, to our home near the upper end

;

where it was entirely closed up by a great block-house and a strong
stockade, before which stood some open mouthed big cannon and a
sentry, and another on the block-house, the guns pointed ready to sweep
the street.

We were all glad enough to find a resting place. The people seemed
to have all turned out to see the Yankees, and as we passed along in
front of the quaint French one story and story-and-a-half houses with
dormer windows and strong, tight outside blinds, we little folks were
warmly greeted with a kiss and an "Ah! 3Ion petite Bostonien" by the

kind hearted French ladies. At Buffalo we had found but one house of

any pretensions that had been left standing by the fire, and that on the

site of the Mansion house, and at Detroit but three brick buildings,

with a resident population that did not exceed probably one thousand^
exclusive of the military forces.

In 1816 many families who had gone east previous to, and during
the war, returned, and Gen. Cass brought his family to reside in Detroit,

also my uncle, Alpheus Williams, brought the rest of his family there.

The extremely cold summer of that year had raised the price of produce
to rates before unknown Potatoes were worth two dollars a bushel, and
whisky the same price per gallon. Potatoes were retailed at two shillings

per dozen. The currency was largely cut money, a Spanish dollar was
cut into nine and even ten pieces, which passed for York shillings.

On the 14th day of August, 1817, James Monroe, President of the
United States, arrived at Detroit, and was received with public honors
by both the civil and military authorities. It was a proud day for the
little frontier town, which was everywhere illuminated in the evening.

My youngest brother was born that day, and of course was named
James Monroe.

The summer of 1818 brought the first steamboat. The Walk-in-the-

Water, and when she began to blow off steam, the Indians in some cases

fled to the woods in real fright, their credulity having been made a

source of amusement by some waggishly inclined Frenchmen.
I wish here to correct an error to be found in Charles Landon's Red

Book of Michigan. On page 80 he states that in 1819 this " steamboat
first made her appearance on Lake Erie," and again on page 126 says,
" the Walk-in-the-Water, Capt. Jedediah Rogers, arrived at Detroit May
20, 1819, and occupied a week in making one trip to Black Rock."
Those statements are incorrect. The boat certainly first came to Detroit

in 1818,—our family all saw her on her arrival ; and in 1819 we were in

the interior. There must be somewhere a correct date of the day and
month.

In 1818 the first of the interior settlements made in the territory,

were commenced in Oakland county. Early in the month of September
of that year, my father and mother, uncle and aunt, with two gentlemen



Annual Meeting of 1877. 39

friends, all on horseback, with a French guide, followed the Saginaw
Indian trail out into the section now called Oakland county. These two
ladies were then considered to be the first English speaking American
women who had ever voluntarily slept in the back woods of Michigan.
After reaching the lake country north and west of Pontiac, finding those
beautiful plains covered with a luxuriant growth of grass and flowers,

splendid open forests free from underbrush, abounding with deer and
birds, the lakes alive with fish, and covered with water fowls, all so tame
as scarcely to fear the presence of man ; the little party fairly clapped
their hands with joy for having found a place so beautiful for their

homes.
The most graphic description of that section I have ever seen is 'to

be found in a book entitled " Memoir, Letters, and Remains of Alexis De
Tocqueville," written in 1831, and perhaps I cannot do better than to

give you a short quotation from his " Fortnight in the Wilderness."
"After we left Mr. Williams, we pursued our road through the woods.

From time to time a little lake (this district is full of them) shines like

a white table cloth under the green branches. The charm of these lonely

spots, as yet untenanted by man, and where peace and silence reign
undisturbed, can hardly be imagined. I have climbed the wild and
solitary passes of the Alps, where nature refuses to obe}'' the hand of

man, and, displaying all her terrors, fills the mind with an exciting and
overwhelming sensation of greatness. The solitude here is equally deep,

but the emotions it excites are difi'erent. In this flowery wilderness,

where, as in Milton's Paradise, all seems prepared for the reception of

man, the feelings produced are tranquil admiration, a soft melancholy,
a vague aversion to civilized life, and a sort of savage instinct which
cause you to regret that soon this enchanting solitude will be no more.
Already, indeed, the white man is approaching through the surrounding
woods ; in a few years he will have felled the trees now reflected in the

limpid waters of the lake, and will have driven to other wilds, the ani-

mals that feed on its banks."

Our little party cf explorers selected their farms, searched out the

surveyors' lines and marked corners, returned to Detroit and entered the

land at the U. S. land ofiice. The price was two dollars per acre, only
part being required to be paid down. That fall and winter (which was
a very warm and open winter, scarcely any frost or snow until March,)

my father built on his farm at Silver lake, a double house of hewn logs,

20x50 feet, one-and-a-half stories high, and in March moved his family
from Detroit into it.

The next fall Gen. Cass made the Saginaw Treaty with the Indians,

and on the return of the party, stopped over night at our house. Our
family, comprising thirteen persons, had all been sick for months with
shaking ague—you all well know from experience what it was. The
mother of the Indians who brought me the war club which I have shown
you, came daily for weeks and sympathized with my mother, bringing
us medicinal roots and herbs, also fresh venison, birds, honey, and every
species of berries the woods afforded, a free offering of real friendship

and kindness. Her husband, a great hunter, was killed in 1824 by a
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bear, and was buried on our farm. That old woman died near Chesaning
about three years ago. I had the pleasure of giving her from year to

year articles of clothing, and paid the last act of gratitude I could to her

on earth, by furnishing her funeral shroud.

In the fall of 1820, the Indian chief and tyrant of all the Saginaw
bands,—the dreaded Kish Ivor Co, encamped on our farm, and accom-
panied by his old men counselors, and a body guard of armed braves,

came to the house and demanded to be furnished with two barrels of

flour and one of pork, which we did not have. But after a smoke from

a pipe of peace (one of which my father had) and a few speeches that

were interpreted by a Mr. Riley, my father freelj' offering them what the

Great Spirit had given us from the earth, consisting of corn, potatoes and
pumpkins then in the field ; Kish Kor Co ordered about twenty men
and squaws to go with Riley and my oldest brother and gather what was
necessary to feed them, and then proceeded to name my father, calling

him Che Pontiock and adopted him as a brother, saying our family

should belong to his people, which was solemnly confirmed by a shaking

of hands by all the old men, with every one of the family, and kissing

each on the left cheek. After another smoke all around, including

father, each taking a few whiffs from the two long stemmed pipes, one of

which was Kish Kor Co's, both passed around by his pipe bearer, each

of the old men was presented with a plug of tobacco by Pontiock, and
the chief with a double portion, and some more for distribution among
his braves. Then this solemn council broke up, and from that day no
member of our family ever lost anything by theft or was treated with

any indignity by Indians from the Saginaws, although we became the

pioneer settlers of Genesee, Saginaw and Shiawassee counties, in Genesee

county in 1824, Saginaw in 1826, and in Shiawassee in 1831.

THE MOUND-BUILDERS IN MICHIGAN.

BY HENRY GILLMAN, OF DETROIT.

Read before the Detroit Scientific Association May 6th, 1874.

Throughout the region of the Great Lakes abundant evidence, often

of the most interesting character, of the presence in bygone ages of that

pecuhar race known as the Mound-builders, is constantly being brought

to light. And our own State of Michigan, from the low monotonous
shores of lake Erie, to the rocky cliffs of lake Superior, has contributed,

in many directions, some of the most remarkable relics and monuments
of a people whose cranial affinities and evidently advanced civilization

totally separate them from the North American Indian, and ally them
to the ancient race of men who inhabited Brazil and the remote past.
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Along the Detroit and Rouge rivers those monuments, in the shape

of the well known mounds, were at one time not infrequent; but in

numerous instances, and even within our present city limits, they have
been destroyed, often without their true character being recognized; and
thus large amounts of valuable relics have fallen into ignorant hands,

and have finally been forever lost. Even those works which remain are

fast disappearing before the march of modern improvement.
Indian tradition says that these mounds along our river were built

in ancient times by a people of whom they (the Indians) know nothing,

and for whom they have no name ; that the mounds were occupied by
the Tuetle Indians, and subsequentlv by the Wyandottes, but were con-

structed long before their time. These iacts were ascertained by me
in the course of some investigations which I made several 3'ears ago,

and at that time I further learned that the Tuetle Indians had been

absorbed by the Six Nations, and if any survive it is there the}^ must be

looked for.

In this connection it is proper to state that I have lately been
informed, through the instrumentality of Prof. Henry, of the Smith-

sonian Institute, of the result of some inquiries made at my suggestion

in regard to the name Tuetle. The conclusion arrived at is that the

word Tuetle is probably a corruption of Tutelo, a tribe "admitted as

a younger member of the confederacy of the Six Nations, about the middle
of the last century

;

" and that the Tuteloes "are believed to have migrated

from Virginia northward, to lands assigned them on the Susquehanna
by the Six Nations; but very little is known of their early history and
migrations." An interesting paper on the Tuteloes was read by the Rev.

J. Anderson, before the American Philological Association, in July, 1871.

Reporting Mr. H. Hale's discoveries, this assigns the Tuteloes to the

Dakotan and not the Iroquois stock, and gives an account of Mr. Hale's

visit to Nikungha, the last survivor of the tribe of the Tuteloes, and who
has since died at the age of 106 years.

The establishment of the identity of the Tuetles with the Tuteloes,

and their residence on these mounds and along the Detroit river, is not

only an interesting addition to our local history, but is of special value

in view of its tending to sustain Mr. Hale's opinion (opposed to the con-

clusions of others regarding the Dakotan migration) that "in former

times the whole of what is now the central portion of the United States,

from the Mississippi nearly to the Atlantic, was occupied b}^ Dakotan
tribes, who have been cut up and gradually exterminated by the intru-

sive and more energetic Algonquins and Iroquois."

The relics exhumed from the mounds consist of stone implements,

such as axes, chisels, scrapers, arrow-heads, spear-points and knives,

fragments of pottery of a great variety of pattern, including the favorite

cord pattern so frequently seen in such connection, from the northern

lakes to the gulf of Mexico ; and the bones of man, generally much
decayed, and exhibiting other indications of antiquity. From the frag-

ments of burned bones and charcoal found, it would appear that in the

earlier interments cremation was practised.

The tibite present, in an extreme degree, the peculiar flattening or



42 Pioneer Society of Michigan.

compression pertaining to platycuemic men. Tn the fourth annual
report of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, attention

is called to this, some of the relics which I collected here having been
donated to the museum by the Hon. Robt. C. Winthrop, to whom I had
presented them. The curator, Prof. Wyman, says: "Of the tibice of forty

individuals from the mounds of Kentucky, one-third presented this

flattening to the extent that the transverse did not exceed 0.60 of the fore

and aft diameter. The most extreme case was from the mound on the

river Rouge in Michigan, in which the transverse was only 0.48. In the

most marked case mentioned by Broca, viz: In the old man from the

Cro-Magnon (France), it was, as deduced from his figures, 0.60." Prof.

Wyman draws attention to certain resemblances in this bone to the same
bone in the ape, adding: " In some of the tibiae the amount of flattening

surpasses that of the gorilla and chimpanzee, in each of which we found
the short 0.67 of the long diameter, while in the tibiae from Michigan it

was only 0.48.

Subsequent to tliis (in 1870), I discovered in adjacent mounds several

instances in which the compression of the tibiae was developed to even
a greater extreme. Two remarkable cases of this peculiarity were
afforded by tibia? taken by me from a mound od the Detroit river. In
one of those unique specimens the transverse diameter of the shaft is

0.42, and in the other 0.40 of the antero-posterior diameter, exceeding, I

believe, any platycuemism which has been observed before or since in

any part of the world. In communicating these facts to the American
Naturalist, not long afterward, I claimed that the last mentioned case

"may be considered as the flattest tibia? on record." (See American Nat-

uralist, October, 1871.) Both of these bones are strongly marked with
the saber-like curvature, also a characteristic of the chimpanzee, as are

likewise many others of the tibia* from the vicinity. The majority of

the tibia? present the flattening, which is an exception to the facts as

noted in other sections of the United States where it is supposed to per-

tain to "only about one-third of all the individuals observed." In fact

it is an exception to find a tibiae from our mounds along the Detroit des-

titute of this peculiarity; and where one is found it is generally of later

burial and consequently of less ancient origin.

A few years ago the greater part of this large circular mound in the
vicinity of Fort Wayne was removed and most important results were
obtained. Eleven human skeletons were exhumed ; a large number of
buriel vases, stone implements in great variety and of superior work-
manship, consisting chiefly of axes, fleshers, spear-points, arrow-heads,
chisels, drillers and sinkers

;
pipes, a peculiar implement of unknown

use, formed of an antler, with duplicate perforations at its thickest end
;

and two articles manufactured from copper, one the remains of a neck-
lace, formed of a number of beads strung on a two-stranded cord, a few
fragments of which remained sufficiently preserved to satisfy me that it

was made from vegetable fiber, probably from the basswood {Tilia Ameri-
cana, L.). The other article of copper consisted of a needle, or borer,

several inches in length, quadrangular at the base, and well wrought.
One of the skulls is remarkable for its diminutive size, thoueh adult, its
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capacity being only 56 cubic inches, or less than 76 per cent, of that of

the average Indian cranium, which is given as 84 cubic inches by Mor-

ton & Meigs, the minimum observed by them being 69 cubic inches.

The measurement by Morton of 155 Peruvian crania gives 75 cubic

inches for the average bulk of the brain, (no greater than that ot the

Hottentot or New Hollander) the maximum being 101 cubic inches,

while the maximum sinks to 58, the smallest in a series of 641 measured

crania- and yet vou will perceive this is exceeded m dimmutiveness by

this crania from the Detroit river. The average volume of the bram m
the Mexicans is 79 cubic inches, while in a series of measurements ot 24

crania from the Kentucky mounds it is found to be 84. The leutonic

crania gives the average of 92 cubic inches. Thus it is seen that while

the great volume of the brain is indicative of power of some sort the

opposite is not always to be regarded as proof of a degraded condition.

In short, quality mav here, as in other instances, compensate tor

deficiency in quantity." So we find the cranium of the Peruvian, who

possesses a high degree of civilzation and refinement, equaled m capacity

by that of the New Hollander or Plottentot, while it is exceeded by that

of the degraded, brutal North American Indian to the extent ot nine

cubic inches. Still the crania of the Mound-builders, it must be

acknowledged, present characteristic, which, in the language of loster,

"indicate a low intellectual organization, little removed from that ot the

idiot " And this skull from the Detroit river mound must be placed m
the same category. Prof. Wyman, in the sixth annual report ot ^the

Peabody Museum, in referring to this skull goes on to say: in

ordinary skulls the ridges of the temporal muscles on the two sides ot

the head are separated by a space of from three to four inches, seldom

less than two, while in the Detroit mound skull this space measures only

three-quarters of an inch ; and in this respect it presents the same con-

ditions as the skull of a chimpanzee." It is interesting to remember that

"the flattest tibiae on record," already referred to, were taken by me trom

this mound; and all the tibiae had more or less saber-like curvature

associated with the platycuemism.
n .. .• + +k. font +h«f

It remains for me in this connection to call attention to the tact that

the perforation of the humerus is another remarkable characteristic

which I have observed to pertain to those platycuemic men of our region.

I refer to the communication of the two fossae situated at the lower end

of the humerus. This is of great interest, as this peculiarity is most tre-

quently metwithin the negro race; it has also been observed m the

Indian, and though not always present, is quite general m the apes, while

it is very seldom seen in the white races.
_ _ t i

•
i

One of the most remarkable and extensive series ot tumuli which are

known to exist in this part of the lake region it was my good fortune to

discover in the year 1872. I refer to the mounds situated at the head ot

the St. Clair river, and at the foot of lake Huron They ext^end m con-

tinuous succession for about one mile and one-half northward as i nave

satisfactorily determined. Strange to say those who lived in their imme-

diate vicinity, knew nothing of their character. A paper which I wrote

on the subject, embodying the principal facts, subsequently formed a
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part of the sixth annual report of the Peabody Museum of Archaeology

and Ethnology, and was afterward copied into several of the leading

periodicals of the country, including the American Journal of Science.

The general publicity thus given the discoveries precludes the necessity

of more than a passing notice here. The numerous mounds, with few

exceptions, are of similar character, having been largely used for burial

purposes. One of them presented some features distinctive of the "refuse

heaps " of our Atlantic Coast, and of the north of Europe, a wide area at

one end being covered with a solid crust of black ashes from eighteen

inches to two feet thick, containing the bones of various animals used
for food, broken pottery and stone implements. The relics from the

burial mounds, in addition to those usually found, consisted of an extra-

ordinarily large number of broken stone hammers of the rudest kind

;

a plate of mica five by four inches, and two necklaces, one made of small

bones, mostly cervical vertebrae, stained a beautiful green color, resem-
bling enamel, the other composed of the teeth of the moose, finely per-

forated at the roots, alternating with well-wrought beads of copper, and
the bones of birds stained green as in the first instance. In the mound
containing the last mentioned ornaments several interments had been
made, and the decayed stump of a scarlet oak {Quercus coccinea, Wang.)
two feet in diameter surmounted the summit, the roots spreading above
the contents in all directions. All the tibiae noticed by me exhibited the
compression characterizing platycuemic men. In dwelling on this cir-

cumstance, in connection with my previous discoveries in the same
direction, I make the remark, "I cannot but believe, from what I have
seen, that future investigation will extend the area in which this type of

bone is predominent to the entire region of the great lakes, if not of the
great west; or, in other words, that at least our northern Mound-builders
be found to have possessed this trait in the degree and to the extent
denoted ;

" which prediction recent discoveries in Wisconsin and Iowa
would seem in a fair way of fulfilling.

On the west bank of the Black river, a tributary of the St. Clair, is a
burial-mound, which contributed some unusual features. A road having
been cut through the easterly slope of this mound, the consequent exca-
vation revealed a large number of human bones, pottery, stone imple-
ments and other relics. Stone-lance or spear-heads of great length were
taken out, two of tliem being each over a foot long, and one sixteen
inches in length. But the most interesting feature of this repository of
relics was a grave, the interior of which was described to me as being
lined with pottery similar to that of which the vases, pots, etc., are
formed. This was so peculiar a circumstance, no other instance of the
kind having come to my knowledge, that, at first, I considered the state-

ment higlily improbable. But I availed myself of an opportunity of
visiting the locality not long after to make a special examination.
Though the construction of the road through the mound had destroyed
most of the original features, and scattered a multitude of valuable
remains, further excavation revealed a considerable quantity of fragments
of the pottery above referred to as having been said to have lined the
grave. This certainly appeared to confirm the statement. I found this
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pottery to be of rather a coarser description than usual, and marked
abundantly with the cord pattern, known to be of such frequent employ-
ment, but in this instance made with a large cord or small rope. The
side so ornamented was invariably concave, while the other side was
convex and unsmoothed, different from any other specimens I have seen
elsewhere. So rough and unfinished was the unornamented side that it

had every appearance of having been pressed upon the ground while yet

plastic, and sand, and even gravel, adhering to it, confirmed this impres-
sion. After having viewed the evidences I had no longer any great
difficulty in receiving the statements previously made. My chief inform-
ant was perfectly uneducated in such matters, and even attributed the
peculiar formation lining the sides of the grave to the coagulation and
final hardening of blood, accounting for its presence in such large quan-
tity by presuming a battle to have been fought in the vicinity. The few
fragments of human bones, which, on this occasion were exhumed with
the pottery, were in the last stages of decay.

Time will not permit me to speak of a number of other mounds
which have come under my observation. A remarkable series of those
works occurs at Beaver Harbor, on Beaver island, in lake Michigan. A
very limited and hurried examination which I made of the group in

1871, sufficiently satisfied me as to their ancient origin. They appear to

be of the same character as the mounds on the Detroit river, and those
at the foot of lake Huron. They were probably largely used for pur-
poses of sepulture. From the success attending my brief labors it would
appear that the more valued relics of the Mound-builders have been
here deposited in unusual abundance. Highly wrought stone imple-
ments, many of them being of uncommonly skillful workmanship, are

frequently encountered. They are formed of a great variety of stone,

such as diorite, or gr^eenstone, sienite, shale and chert, many of them
being finely polished. One of the handsomest stone axes I ever saw was
taken out at this place ; it is made from sienite, a favorite material for

this implement, and the handicraft displayed in its construction is of the
highest order.

I shall close with a short account of the recent discoveries of

ANCIENT MINING AT ISLE ROYALE, LAKE SUPERIOR.

In the year 1872 some of the most remarkable of the ancient works
yet encountered were brought to light by a party of explorers on Isle

Royale. Some idea of their extent may be arrived at from the statement
of a gentleman well known in mining interests, who is at present
engaged in developing the mineral resources of the place, and who cal-

culated that at one point alone, on three sections of land toward the
north side of the island, the amount of labor performed by those ancient
workmen far exceeds that of one of our oldest copper mines on the south
shore of lake Superior, a mine which has now been constantly worked
with a large force for over twenty years. This may well appear almost
incredible when we take into account the disadvantages under which
these primitive miners must have labored, and all the advantages com-
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prehended b}'^ our present civilization, including the various improve-
ments in mining appliances and the vast resources of modern science.

Isle Royale is situated about fifty miles from the south shore of Lake
Superior, and from fifteen to twenty miles from its north shore, and lies

ofi" Ontario, Canada, to which geographically it would seemingly belong;

or one might suppose that belonging to the United States it pertained to

Minnesota rather than to Michigan ; consequently, the mistake of sup-

posing it to belong to Canada is frequently made. The island is nearly

fifty miles in length, varying from five to nine in breadth, having, in

most parts cf the coast line, an exceedingly ragged, rocky shore, abound-
ing in deep inlets and small harbors or coves. A large number of islands

and rocky inlets lie off the main island, particularly in a northeast and
southwest direction—the line of its greater axis—to which direction the

rocky elevations of the island, in some places rising more than 700 feet

above the level of Lake Superior, correspond in a remarkable degree.

Nearly the entire of the island is covered with a growth of timber, more
or less dense, consisting of the species usually composing our northern
forests.

The works, generally pits of from ten to thirty feet in diameter, and
from twent}' to sixty feet in depth, are found scattered throughout the

island, wherever examined being sunk through the few feet of superin-

cumbent drift, where it exists, into the amj'gdaloid copper-bearing rock.

They invariably are on the richest veins ; and the intelligence displayed

in the tracing and following of the veins when interrupted, etc., has
elicited the astonishment of all who have witnessed it—no mistakes hav-
ing apparently been made in this respect. These excavations are con-
nected under ground, drains being cut in the rock to carry off the water.

Slopes one hundred feet in length are found. A drain sixty feet long
presented some interesting features ; having been cut through the sur-

face drift into the rock, it had evidently been covered for its entire length
by timbers felled and laid across. When opened, the timbers had mostly
decayed, and the center portions had sunk into the cavity, filling it for

nearly its entire length with the rotted wood.
At a deep inlet known as McCargoe's Cove, on the north side of the

island, excavations such as are described extend in almost a continuous
line for more than two miles, in most instances the pits being so close

together as barely to permit their convenient working. Even the rocky
islets off the coast have not escaped the observation of those ancient
miners, and where bearing veins of copper are generally worked. The
stone hammers, or mauls, weighing from ten to even thirty pounds, the
chief tool with which the labor was performed, have been found by cart

loads ; they are either perfect or broken from use, and the fragments of

large numbers of them are found intermingled with the debris on the
edge of the pits, or at their bottom. These mauls are occasionally found
grooved for the affixture of the handle, but are oftener without this

adaptation. Tools made of copper, and consisting principally of chisels

and knives, have also been taken from such of the pits as have been
explored. Arrow-heads of copper have also been picked up, both in the
vicinity of the pits and scattered over the island at the surface, as if lost
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in the chase. The tools, though injured from oxidation, appear to have
been of fair workmanship, and were evidently hardened, apparently
through the agency of fire. With the exception of the stone hammers,
no other tools formed of stone have been observed. A large portion of a
wooden utensil shaped l^ke a bowl was taken from the debris, charcoal,
€tc., at the bottom of a pit. This vessel had possibly been used in bailing
water from the excavation. It must originally have been about three
feet in diameter, and from its appearance something of the rude character
of the tool employed in shaping it could be gathered. The fragment
was not of uniform thickness throughout ; the wood having been more
•easily removed when working in certain directions, e. g., when cutting
with the grain, the vessel was thinner in those portions.

Having seen the remark that the copper tools of the ancient miners
are of rough and not polished exterior, inferences being drawn therefrom
as to their rude construction, I wish to say that, having examined a large
number of those tools, I believe this roughness to have been caused
mostly by corrosion ; in many cases this is quite palpable, the original
surface being apparent in places, and evidently confirming the fact that
at least the external faces of the tool were originally approximately
smooth, if not polished.

Excellent arguments have been advanced by Mr. Foster to prove that
the Mound-builders understood the art of fusing copper, and that, at
least, some of their copper tools were made by being cast or moulded.
From the method pursue 1 by this people in mining, in which the agency
of fire bore so prominent a part, it would seem improbable they
could have long remained ignorant of the fusibility of the metal

;
yet

in most cases the evidence appears conclusive that the rudely-fashioned
tool was simply wrought by being beaten into the desired form, often in
the roughest manner. It is possible the two classes of tools here referred
to may mark two distinct eras in the history of this manufacture, and
that the moulded tool designates an advance from the primitive method
•of hammering the metal into shape. Some of the copper heads taken
from the "mounds" in Michigan display a wonderful degree of neatness
in the manipulation of the metal, the junction of the bead being in
many cases almost imperceptible

;
yet the agency of fire was here evi-

dently not employed.
The pits which have been examined, by being cleaned out, invariably

had on top a large deposit, mostly of vegetable matter, the accumulations
•of many a fall-of-the-leaf, beneath which lay a thick bed of charcoal and
mud mingled with fragments of copper-bearing rock. Besides this, they
were parti}?- filled with water; the removal of the contents was conse-
•quently very dirty work. The method of mining pursued by those
people was evidently, on turning back the overlying drift, to heat the
rock through the aid of fire; then, when by the application of water the
rock was sufficiently disintegrated, to attack and separate it with their
great stone mauls. What a slow, wearisome process ! Even with a large
force constantly engaged in this labor, it must have taken a long series
of years to accomplish the work exhibited ; and, if those people with-
•drew during the lengthy winter season, as has been supposed, it would
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more than double the period required. An experienced mining captain

computed that 200 of those men, with their rude methods, could barely

be equivalent to two of our skilled miners. Though no exact estimate

can now be made as to the length of time occupied in the prosecution of

those extensive works, more or less interrupted as they undoubtedl}^ must
have been, yet it does not seem too much to estimate hundreds of years

for their accomplishment.

As to the time which has elapsed since the mines have ceased to be

worked by this bygone race, a more definite approximation can be reach-

ed. Various careful estimates have placed this period from 700 to 800

years. I cannot but conclude that since the last work was done on those

pits several generations of trees have arisen and disappeared. The re-

mains of trees older by hundreds of years than the oldest of our present

timber are found in and on the sides of the pits. The present growth of

forest covers, unbroken, those excavations and the debris surrounding

them ; all the timber now growing on them being of the same character

as that covering the adjacent land, and which is now in process of sup-

planting by what is known as our " second growth." The late General
Harrison, President of the United States, acknowledged to have been
remarkably skilled in woodcraft as well as in warfare, in his notes on the

Ohio mounds, has made some valuable and suggestive remarks on the

relation observed by the different species of forest growth. Lyell, in his

"Antiquity of Man," quotes the passage with further and approving re-

marks. As at Isle Royale, therefore, the species of the present forest

covers equally the excavations and the adjoining land, no difference being
observable in the growth, we may form some slight conception of the

period which must have elapsed before, through the regular rotation, the

present condition of things was brought to pass. Trees, from two to four

feet in diameter, are now growing in the pits, on their sides, and on the

tumuli formed of the excavated debris which surround them. In one
case, the partially decayed stump of a red oak (probably Quercus coccinea

Linn.) was found on the tumulus at the edge of a pit. This tree had not

been blown down, but had grown and decayed where the stump stood.

A large proportion of the rotted wood surrounded it; only the red, inte-

rior portion of the stump remaining sound. A careful enumeration of

the annual rings composing this red, undecayed centre of the tree, gave
as the result the number of 384. If to this be added 200 rings, as

representing the decayed outer portion of the stump, and not consid-

ered an overestimate, we have 584 years as the period of its growth.

To this will have to be added the number of years which a tree with
the durability of the wood of this species takes to reach the stage of

decay here exhibited; and some years may also be allowed for the

time which may have elapsed before it commenced growing on its

peculiar site. So that the placing this period at from 700 to 800 years,

as already given, may not be far from the truth. But it must be remem-
bered that this does not prevent the period of the desertion of the works
being placed back at twice or even three times that distance. In other

words it only proves that the pits had not been worked within the time
mentioned. On removing this stump the debris underlying it was found
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to consist of the usual angular fragments of copxjer-bearing rock, thrown
out from the adjoining pit, and with which were intermingled a large

number of stone-hammers, some perfect, others fractured from use, and,
more interesting still, a knife made of copper. Pine trees {pinus strobus)

of the present forest, in which 380 annual rings have been counted, have
frequently been cut on the tumuli.

From another pit, beneath a third deposit of vegetable matter, the
remains of the skeleton of a deer were exhumed. The bones were
so decayed, however, that they crumbled to pieces, and it was only
through the undecayed portions of an antler that the animal was recog-

nized. It had evidently fallen into the pit long after it had been deserted,

and, unable to escape, had perished. Another interesting relic consists

of a sheet-like piece of copper, which had apparently been exposed to the
action of fire and then had been partially hammered into a shape approx-
imating to a bowl-like utensil. This, too, exhibits the character of the
copper generally sought by those men. It is manifest from the working
of the veins, that those miners followed the deposits of sheet-like copper,
which varied from a quarter of an inch to an inch in thickness, rejecting

as unmanageable the fragments of rock which contained even large-sized

nuggets of the metal. The latter are found in large quantities in the
rubbish forming the tumuli at the mouths of the pits, as well as in the
excavations themselves, where, mingled with considerable amounts of

charcoal, they seemingly had been pushed behind those miners as they
advanced in the exploration of the vein, the walls of which were gener-
ally left unbroken.

At an indentation of the coast on the south side of the island, where
a stream about 40 feet in width had cut a channel through the rocks and
formed quite a fall of water, was discovered what is taken to be the site

of the town, or the habitations of these people. It occupies an elevated
slope, giving an extensive view of Lake Superior, and overlooking the in-

tervening point of land which makes the little bay an excellent harbor.
The remains consist of a series of shallow excavations, generally about
four feet in depth, and occupying the successive terraces of the slopes.

Some of these pits are circular, others are quadrangular, and they vary
from 10 to 30 feet in diameter. Indications suggest that timber or bark
was used in their construction, the soil being thrown up around them to

a sufficient height. But time did not permit a satisfactory examination
of this interesting locality, which, with other points on the island, it is

hoped will afford, on a thorough exploration, many valuable facts con-
nected with the life of this remarkable people. They, doubtless, shipped
the copper, the object of their toil, to the south shore of Lake Superior,
the wonderful metal llnding its way thence to other parts of the country,
as is testified by the articles of copper found in the burial places of the
Mound-builders. This point, therefore, was well selected 'as a town site.

The good landing, the admirable harbor, the abundant stream and fall

of water, the sheltered and yet commanding hill-side, which enabled
them to watch the return and departure of their copper-laden flotillas,

were all strong recommendations, even to those semi-savage inhabitants.
Singular to say, up to this time the bones of the man have not been
4
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met with on the island. Some contend that, during so long a lapse of

time, tliey have comepletely disappeared through decay. But this con-

clusion will hardly be accepted as satisfactory. It is difficult to believe

but that, of a population so crowded as is implied by the extensive exca-

vations on Isle Royale, some must have died during even the periodic

occupation of the island, and have been buried there; and it is to be

hoped that the explorations in process of being made will result in the

discovery of human remains. These will, doubtless, identify this })eople

with the Mound-builders, whose monuments are so widely distributed

through our country. The conformation of the bones of this race, and
especially the cranium, as has been already remarked, widely separate

from the North American Indian, and ally them rather with the ancient

inhabitants of Brazil ; the skull being orthocephalic, i. e., occupies

a position between the Indian cranium, which is brachj'cephalic, and
the Teutonic, which is dolicocephaUc. Their characteristics suggest a

people, who, though not of any great intellectual development, are yet

capable of patient endeavor, and the unremitting toil which is devoted to

the amelioration of life through the improvement of its surroundings,

and are not devoid of an ambition which, however humble, places them
above the Indian in the scale of humanity.

It is also remarkable that the discoveries of the remains at the settle-

ments on the South shore of Lake Superior have never included human
bones, so far as I am aware, but have been confined chiefly to excavations,

copper tools, and stone hammers. It is possible those men may have
had some superstitious beliefs which led to the removal of their dead
to their burial-mound further south.

Of the excavations on the small islands lying off Isle Royale, an
interesting example was discovered by me on the rocky islet which, for the

purpose of distinguishing it, I have named, from its general outline. Tri-

angle Island, it being hitherto unnamed on any of the maps. This island

lies off the south-west end of Isle Royale, and is a sandstone rock with

very little soil on any part of it, and only a few small trees or brushes at

one end. The sides of the island rise abruptl3^ and there is no landing for

even small boats, except for a short space on the north-east side, and also

in a cleft-like indentation on the south side. This last mentioned landing
has much the appearance of its natural conditions, having been improved
by artificial means; a gradual slope, 60 feet in length by about 20 feet wide,

leads down to the lake, the rock being generally smooth throughout.

Small boats could easily be hauled out here, particularly^ with the aid of

timbers laid for the purpose. Near this and all along it, wherever are

indications of copper mines, are the circular pits of the ancient miners.

Though of small size, from two to five feet in diameter, and about as

many feet deep, they are remarkablj^ distinct. At this place the rock is

mostly as level as the floor of a room, and the well-like pits are imme-
diately perceived to be the the work of human agency. Though care-

ful search was made, no relics were met with other than the angular
fragments of the rock broken off b}' the usual methods pursued by those

rude miners. The fragments occasionally contained copper.

One of the smaller pits, a little over two feet in diameter and nearly
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two feet deep, had a large slab of rock covering its mouth. It required
two men to remove this. We found this pit more than half full of the
angular fragments above alluded to ; but though emptied of its contents
nothing further was encountered, to our disappointment, as, from indica-

tions, we hoped to find this the repository of some valuable relics.

Had any tools or other utensils been deposited here, as a place of safety,

they had long since disappeared
;
probably decaying through the lapse

of ages. From appearances and the isolated character of the island, I am
inclined to think that mine were the first hands to rest on those objects

since the departure of the primitive workmen.
At two places at each end of the circular pits, the copper veins in the

wall-like cliff had been attacked and partly excavated. The rock was dis-

closed, as if from the action of fire, and at the base of the more central point
the sandstone is considerably hollowed. All those works exhibited the
same roughish surface, totally unlike that produced by the action of water.

Immediately at the end of the southern landing, already described,
is a marked depression, occupymg nearly the centre of the island, and
presenting some indications of artificial origin. But about 35 feet north-
westward of the head of the landing occurs a more remarkble excavation.
This is of rectangular form, 25 feet long by 20 feet wide. It is filled

w4th water, as are most of the pits.

It may not be uninteresting to state in this connection that I found
the rare fern Botrychium lunaria (Swartz) flourishing and rather abund-
ant on the exposed rock of this island. It grows in tufts of Potentilla

tridentata (Ait.) grass, and other dwarf plants.

The discoveries on Isle Royale throw a new light on the character of
the Mound-builders, giving us a totally different conception of them, and
dignifying them with something of the prowess and spirit of adventure
which we associate with the higher races of men. The copper, the object
of the mining, to be available, must in all probability, have been con-
veyed in vessels, great or small, across a stormy and treacherous sea,

whose dangers are formidable to us now, being dreaded by even our lar-

gest craft, and often proving their destruction. Leaving their homes,
these men dared to face the unknown—to brave the hardships and perils
of the deep and of the wilderness, actuated by an ambition which we
to-day would not be ashamed ij acknowledge.

In contemplating the facts involved, many questions are naturally
suggested. How did these people become aware of those mineral depos-
its at so isolated a point? How did the men become present in such large
numbers as is implied by the extent of the works discovered ? What was
the character of their vessels or sailing craft, if such were employed ?

How did so great a population support life in such circumscribed limits
while still carrying on their mining operations? Did they make a per-
manent settlement, their families abiding with them, or were they simply
migratory, visiting the island and returning as occasion offered l Did
any or all of them remain throughout the severe northern winter, or was
the work prosecuted during the summer months only? These are ques-
tions not easily answered.

It is evident that such extensive operations as are here described
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required a system and an organization of no mean order for those days.

The vast extent, and the method of their labors, would seem to imply
that they were of no desultory or intermittent character. The island

probably abounded in game. The deer, caribou, bear, and smaller mam-
mals, were doubtless not scarce, while the waters were alive with many
varieties of fish, thus affording food in considerable quantity. The cari-

bou, long extinct here, gives evidence of his former presence in the horns
which are some times found ; and I have now in my possession two inter-

esting relics—the larger portions of the antlers of this animal, much de-

cayed and gnawed b\' rodents—which were picked up at two separate

points on the island. However, we have hitherto su})posed that the
Mound-builders were essentially an agricultural people, largely depend-
ent on cereals for subsistence. If grain food was used by them, as is

probable, it was most likely transported to the island in sufficient supply
from a more soathern latitude. The so-called "garden beds," covering
so wide an area of the St. Joseph River and Grand River Valleys, Mich-
igan, as well as similar grounds of other places, demonstrate the agricul-

ral habits of the ancient j-jeople of this region. The remains of these
cultivated fields also afford a clue as to the source of the chief part of

the supplies required for the mining adventurers in the northern country.
The question will not ftiil to suggest itself: Were these vast operations

accomplished through slave labor? That a conquered people were kept
at this isolated place by their victors, and in this thraldom obliged to work
the copper mines, is an opinion, however, which cannot be received with-
out further confirmation. That a central government, situated at the
south, ruled with jjatriarchal if not autocratic sway over the entire re-

gion, from Mexico to Lake Superior, many circumstances.more than hint
at. If the ancient miners were not identical with the Mound-builders,
that commercial transactions, at least, existed between them, the constant
finding in the burial places of the latter of ornaments and utensils made
of Lake Superior copper would warrant. The apparent similarity of
their characteristics and habits is furtlier testimony in this direction.

Standing on the rocky eminences of the island, and looking down on
the surrounding features, in presence of the remarkable disclosures here de-
tailed, it was not difficult for the imagination to repeople the solitudes once
more with those primitive men. The past rises and recreates itself. Again
they swarm along the rocky beaches with those ragged shores even then
torn with the storms of thousands of winters; landing on the precipitous
islets, baptized in the silvery spray of Lake Superior, the rude boats or
vessels pass to and fro in busy traffic ; some, disappearing in the distance,
are bound with their valued freight for the main land far to the south

;

the half-naked savages, begrimed from their toil, delve in the slowly-
deepening pits which lie scattered along the pleasant indentations of the
coast, or by the banks of the beautiful lakes of the interior ; the voice of
an unknown language falls upon the air with a strange rytlnn ; the over-
hanging cliffs echo and resound with the clang of their stone hammers

;

the forest falls beneath the blows of their rude axes; the curling smoke
rises from their excavations or their dwellings, softly ascending to the
same blue heaven which still bends over all with its eternal benediction.
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MEMORIAL REPORT,

By Edwin Jerome, Vice President for Wayne County, February

7th, 1877.

I herewith submit a Biographical Obituary Report of Aged Persons,

who have died in Wayne county since our last meeting, leaving their

substantial marks of improvements, and deep, beneficial and lasting im-
press of character upon society, arranged in chronological order.

Feeling desirous that the memory of one whose genius and learning

connects Michigan with the by-gone days of auld lang syne should be
perpetuated, I hope I iiislJ be pardoned if I change the chronological

order by placing the name of John Trumbull first.

1st. John Trumbull : A revolutionary patriot poet, author of Mc-
Fingal ; lies entombed in our beautiful Elmwood Cemetery ; making a
link or bond between the East and West, the century of 1700 and 1800,

and Michigan with the patriotic struggle for Independence. The
attached biographical sketch in The Detroit Tribune contains extracts

from the much -prized blank verse epic and letter of condolence from
Mrs. Lydia H. Sigourney to the relatives in Michigan ; also one in The
Detroit Post, March 23d, is interesting. For further information refer

to Rev. Mr. Stebbins, Unitarian minister, Detroit, and the Boston papers
of Revolutionary times. Harper's Monthly, February, 1876, speaking of

noted men, in the sketch on John Trumbull says: " Perhaps we should
assign him a higher plain," etc. He died at Detroit, May 10th, 1831,

aged 81 years.

2d. Shadrach Gillett : Died February 15th, 1876, aged 75 years. His
life and excellent merits are justly and beautifully shadowed forth in

the accompanying obituary and the action of the Common Council.

3d. Abram C.'Caniff: "Died March 25th, 1876, aged 84 years. His
Obituary represents his life and general character, and to his associates

his jocose sociability will bring pleasant remembrances.
4th. John J. Garrison : Died May 14th, 1876, aged 68 years. Born

of parents not wealthy, but most estimable and industrious, well worthy
of the emulation of the son, who has not only bequeathed to us a worthy
life and character, but substantial marks of improvement and an es-

teemed family of children.

oth. Charles Moran : Died October 13th , 1876, aged 79 years. His
ancestors came to Michigan about 1720. Subsequently, say about 130
years since, east of the old town of Detroit and a few rods from the river,

built a commodious log house as their family mansion, which still stands
on the south side of Woodbridge street, between Antoine and Hastings,

being one stor}^ with seven feet ceiling, covered with clapboards outside.
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stained with yellow paint, showing unmistakable signs of the yellow leaf

and sear. The inside walls are heavily plastered, roughly, with common
earth and sealed with boards, leaving no view of its original frame.

Here in this mansion, 79 j^ears ago, Charles Moran w^as to the manor
born, and eventually became sole heir, from a family of three brothers,

to the Moran farm, the estate being now estimated at four millions of

dollars.

6th. Franklin Moore : Died January 17th, 1876, aged 77 years. His
life and character are foreshadowed in the one thing said of him—that

in all his varied and extensive business relations, in dry goods, groceries

and lumbering, his conscientious fidelity was so strong to his God and
his fellow man that he never cheated a customer across the counter.

From the Detroit Tribune, Mardh 22d, 1876.

JOHN TKUMBULL,

THE PATRIOT-POET OF THE REVOLUTION—HIS LIFE, HIS PUBLIC SERVICES, HIS DEATH IN

DETROIT, AND THE TRIBUTE OF A POETESS.

Probably very few of the residents of Detroit are aware that in Elm-
wood Cemetery there sleeps one of the remarkable men of the Revolu-

tionary days one hundred years ago—a man who w^as one of the leading

spirits in the struggle of the colonies against British misrule and oppres-

sion, and whose quick wit and ready pen did nearly as much to nerve

the patriots in their hour of danger as did the burning eloquence of

Patrick Henry or the lofty examples of Washington. It was said of him
that his works sent thousands of his countrymen laughing into the ranks

of the patriot army. The literary merits of his productions alone would
secure their immortality, were it not for the noble purpose for which
they were written, and which renders them almost sacred in the eyes of

the true American. In these centennial days, when the memory of our
forefathers' Revolutionary experiences are being fanned again into a

passing glow by their children's children, it will be of exceptional inter-

est to glance at the history of that eminent patriot who, having seen

the long struggle ended, and that cause crowned with success for which
he had so earnestly worked and prayed, came to this city in his ad-

vanced years, and died and is buried in our beautiful Elmwood. Ben-
son J. Lossing, the eminent historian, in his annotations of Trumbull's

most celebrated poem, " McFingal," thus speaks of the author and the

work :

" The scenes and incidents of the old war for independence, known as

the American Revolution, furnished themes for contemplation and com-
ment for every variety of minds, and evolved many brilliant sparks of

genius which otherwise might have remained latent in the flint of com-

mon thought. While the powers of highest statesmanship and militar}'-

skill were demanded in the management of the great public interests,

there appeared much in the details of current events to excite mirth and
provoke the keenest weapons of wit and satire to wonderful activity.

Prudence generally commended anonymity to those who used the press
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for the exercise of their weapons at the time when there was an enemy
in every bush. But such active men as Paine, Hopkinson, Frenau,
Trumbull, and others of less note, could not long wear the disguise so as
effectually to conceal themselves, and they became objects of admira-
tion for the patriots and of hatred for the loyalists.

" Of all the literary productions of that day, having for its theme the
character and doings of the men and times of the Revolution, the re-

markable epic entitled " McFingal " is confessedly most deserving of
immortality. It holds an honorable place among works of highest
poetic merit ; and as a satire, applied with scathing power to those who
opposed the war and were active in their loyalty to the king, it exhibits

force rarely equaled and never surpassed by its predecessors in that pe-
culiar field. That force can be appreciated now, when almost three
generations of men have passed away since the actors in the drama were
upon the stage, only by a thorough knowledge of the points of each
allusion, drawn from the character of the times, and familiarity with the
social and political position of the victims of the keen Damascene blade
of the satirist.

"John Trumbull, the author of "McFingal," was the child of a
Congregational minister. He was an only, son, delicate in physical
constitution, and a favorite of his accomplished mother. He was an
exceedingly precocious child, and at the age of seven years was con-
sidered qualified to enter Yale College as a student. There he was
graduated in 1767, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and remained a
student three years longer. He turned his attention chiefly to polite

literature, as well as the Greek and Latin classics, and became a most
accomplished scholar. He and Timothy Dwight became intimate
friends, and the bond of mutual attachment was severed only by death.
They were co- essayists in 1769, and in 1771 they were both appointed
tutors in the college. The following year young Trumbull published
the first part of a poem entitled "The Progress of Dullness." He
selected the law as his profession, and devoted much of his leisure time
to its study. He was admitted to the bar in 1773, but immediately
afterward went to Boston and placed himself under the instructions of

John Adams. While in Boston he wrote an " Elegy on the Times," a
poem of sixty-eight stanzas, which celebrated the Boston Port Bill, the
non-importation associations, and the present strength and future glory
of the country. He commenced the practice of law at Hartford in 1781,
and soon became distinguished for legal acumen and forensic eloquence.
As we have observed, "McFingal" was completed and published at

Hartford in 1782. As authors were then unprotected by copyright laws,
there were more than thirty diff'erent pirated impressions printed and
circulated by "' newsmongers, hawkers, peddlers and petty chapmen."

Mr. Trumbull was soon afterward associated with Humphreys,
Barlow and Dr. Lemuel Hopkins in the production of a work which they
styled the " Anarchiad." It contained bold satire, and exerted consider-
able influence on the popular taste.

In 1789 Mr. Trumbull was appointed State Attorney for the county
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of Hartford ;
and, in 1792 he represented that district in the Connecticut

Legislature. His health failed, and in 1795 he resigned his office and
declined all public business. Toward the close of 1798, a severe illness

formed the crisis of his nervous excitement, and after that his health was
much better. He was again elected to a seat in the State Legislature in

May, 1800, and the following year he was appointed a Judge of the

Superior Court of Connecticut. From that time he abandoned party

politics, as inconsistent with judicial duties. In 1808, he was appointed

Judge of the Supreme Court of Errors, in which office he remained sev-

eral years. In the year 1805, Woodruff and Periam printed an edition

of "McFingal" at Elizabethtown, by permission of the author. In 1820
he revised his works, and they were published in Hartford in handsome
style by Samuel G. Goodrich, from whom the author received the hand-
some compensation of S1,000.

"Judge Trumbull and his wife went to Detroit in 1825, and made
their abode with their daughter, Mrs. Woodbridge, where he died of

gradual decay on the 10th of May, 18ol, at the age of 81 years."

Of John Trumbull's grandchildren there are now living: Edward
A. Trumbull, born in 1804; William L. Woodbridge, born in 1817; and
Mrs. H. T. Backus, born in 1815, all of this city ; Dudley Woodbridge,
])orn in 1826, of Grosse Point; John Trumbull, born in 1808, of Stam-
ford, Conn.; and Julia E. Goodwin, born in 1806, of Brooklyn, N. Y.
These are the only survivors of the John Trumbull family.

While Trumbull was at Hartford, Miss Lydia Huntley, afterward

Mrs. Lydia H. Sigourney, one of the most famous female poets whom the

new world has produced, removed to that place from Norwich, and for

about two years after her arrival would permit none of her poems to be
published which had not been first inspected and revised by Trumbull.
The high esteem wliich she entertained for him remained in full force

during all tbe succeeding years of their acquaintance, and when she was
informed of his death Mrs. Sigourney sent a letter of condolence to his

fcunily, which has ever since been sacredl}' preserved b}' them, and
which is now in the possession of Judge Trumbull's grandson, Mr. Ed-
ward A. Trumbull, a venerable man of 72 years, who resides with Mr.
William L. Woodbridge, on the corner of Ninth avenue and Howard
street. Yesterday a Tribune reporter was permitted by Mr. Trumbull to

copy the concluding portions of the letter, and it, as well as the beau-
tiful poem with which it concludes, are here published for the first time:

" The following is a tribute to the memory of one who was no less the
pride of his native state than of his country ; the ])atriotic bard who,
having left among his native hills the thrilling harp, Avhich had ani-

mated every camp and enlivened every cottage till its notes resounded
across the Atlantic, went with his aged partner to spend the evening of

his days with those so fondly endeared to him, in the family of our re-

spected friend, William Woodbridge.
" Judge Trumbull was one of the fathers of poetry in New England,

and having distinguished Connecticut by his birth, and Michigan by his

sepulture, seems to have divided between the East and the West his

heritage of fame

:
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I saw him in his revery.

Night had drawn

Dense curtains o'er the skimbering, snow-robed earth,

And a lone lamp its fitful lustre threw

Across his musing brow. 'Twas marked by age

And thought profound, perhaps by sadness tinged;

Yet from the piercing eye that beauty beamed

Which hoary Time respecteth.

This was he

Whose shaft of wit had touched the epic strain

With poignant power. The Father of the Harp

In his own native vales, he seemed to muse,

As if those loved retreats did spread themselves

Again before his eye. The sighing wind

Through the long branches of those ancient trees

Where first his boyhood hsped the love of song.

Doth lull his soul. There brighter visions gleam

As sound of music rises. 'Tis thy voice,

Connecticut, as when by vernal rains

Surcharged it swells in tuneful murmurs round

The vine-clad mansion where his children grew.

But the hoarse murmur of yon mighty lakes.

Holding high carnival with the winged storm.

Doth quell its melody.

And is it so,

That in the feebleness of four-score years

Thou with unshrinking hand didst pitch thy tent

Near the broad billows of the Michigan,

And mark in that far land, young life start forth

In beauty, and in vigor, and in power,

Where erst the Indian and the panther dwelt

Sole lords ? It was a bold emprise to change

The robe of science and of minstrelsy.

Worn from thy cradle onward, for the staff

Of the strong emigrant.

Once more I looked.

His lamp had faded, and the learned page

Was closed within his study. But the book

Of God's great love to man was open still.

Where was the eye that pondered it ? The heart

That prized it more than Greek or Roman lore ?

There was a shroud, a pall, a tender sigh

Of love and filial grief, and 'neath the sods

Of that new world the Patriot Poet lies

;

And dust to dust concludes our noblest song.

Master and friend, until this feeble lyre

In silence moulders, until my heart forgets

The thrill of gratitude, the love of song.

The praise of knowledge, shall thy image dwell,

Bright with the beauty of benignant age,

In my soul's temple shrine.
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Mr. Trumbull and his wife, who died three years after him, were at
first interred upon the Woodbridge farm, but were subsequently re-

moved to the Woodbridge lot in Ehnwood Cemetery. His tombstone
bears the following inscription :

To
The Iif)NORED Memory

OF
JOHN TEliMBULL, LL. D.,

THE ATJTHOR OF m'fiNGAL :

A Scholar, a Poet and a Patriot.
He was Born

IN Waterbury, Connecticut,
IN 1750.

For Nineteen Years
He was a Juixje in the

Higher Courts of his Native State.
Through alt. his Life

He was the Zealous Promoter
OF Good Learning, Elegant

Letters, Sound Morals,
AND Pure Religion.

A Man, a Gentleman, a Christian.
He Died

In Srringwells, near Detroit,
In 1831,

In the Eighty-second Year
Of His Age.

G. W. D..

" and 'neath the sods of that new world the Patriot Poet lies.' '—L. H. S.

In the course of time the city limits encompassed the Woodbridge
farm, which was divided into city lots with a broad street running its

entire length, a distance of about two miles. After this street had been
opened to the legal width of eighty feet, Gov. William Woodbridge, the

husband of Judge Trumbull's daughter, offered to donate to the city ten

additional feet on either side of the highway along its entire length, on
condition that the street should be known as " Trumbull avenue," and
thus serve to perpetuate in what seemed to be a most durable manner
the name and memory of the Patriot Poet of the Revolution. The con-

ditions were accepted, and for a number of years the broad, beautiful

street was designated as Trumbull avenue, becoming known by that

name to all the residents of Detroit. One evening, however, in the fall

of 1867, the Common Council decided that, for the benefit of street-car

conductors, or for some other equally good and sufficient reason, the

streets in that section of the city should be numbered off, and in one

session, without any warning whatever, changed the name of the street

from " Trumbull " to " Ninth " avenue. The Woodbridge and Trumbull
families regarded this action as contrary to the contract made with them,

and the people residing on or near the street were highly indignant at

the contemptible action taken by a set of illiterate men who probably

had never heard of Trumbull, and to whom O'Mulligan or Sweitzel-

heimer avenue would have seemed more appropriate and intelligible,

but who could see no reason why sentimentkl or patriotic feelings should

be at all taken into consideration. The change was made so suddenly,

that it was some little time before tlie mass of the people had thoroughly
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comprehended it, and the feeble effort which -v^as made to have the act

annulled soon died out, leaving a feeling of indignation and grief on the

part of those who looked upon the change as not only unnecessary, but
to a certain extent even sacrilegious. Although more than eight years

have elapsed since the change was made, this feeling of injustice is still

kept alive by the residents along the street, and there is no doubt that

nearly every family on that beautiful thoroughfare would gladly sign a
petition to the Common Council to restore to it the name of Trumbull
avenue.

Detroit's revolutionary patriot.

Although the city of Detroit is one of the oldest in the country, it can
contribute little or nothing to centennial memories. It was on "the
wrong side of the line " through the whole of the struggle for inde-

pendence. Indeed, it was conspicuous as one of the points whence the
English organized expeditions of Indians against the American patriots,.

and paid them bounties on the scalps they brought back. The popula-
tion was composed of French—who knew little and cared less about the
sympathy which France felt toward America, or rather the hostility

which France felt toward England—and of the English garrisons sta-

tioned here.

By reason of this dearth of associations and its poverty of patriotic

history, it becomes the city to preserve and cherish all that has been
bequeathed to it indirectly and collaterally. Since there is nothing of

the kind of an original character, that which has been acquired by
adoption is all the more valuable. Among the patriots of the American
Revolution few exercised more influence than one man who was not sol-

dier, general, or orator. Among the more prominent and brilliant actors

of that time, he has sunk into comparative obscurity. His work was
comparatively of a temporary nature. It was so well adapted to its pur-
pose that its success probably had much to do with its failure to com-
mand great renown after the occasion which called it forth had passed
away. It still survives in a few lines which are generally attributed to

Butler, the English poet, among which are the following

:

No rogue e'er felt the halter draw
With good opinion of the law.

But as some muskets so contrive it,

As oft to miss the mark they drive at,

And though well aimed at duck and plover

Bear wide and kick their owners over.

He anticipated the celebrated Sir Boyle Roche's remark, " what has
posterity ever done for me, that I should do anything for posterity?"

What has posterity done for us

That we, lest they their rights should lose,

Should trust our necks to gripe of noose ?

Yet ,Iohn Trumbull and his poem of " McFingal," from which the
lines above are quoted, by ridiculing the British, their generals and their

troops, and the Tory neighbors of the patriots, had probably as much to
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do with the spirit and progress and success of the Revolution as " Uncle
Tom's Cabin " and " Petroleum Nasby " had to do with the spirit and
progress and success of the late war for the Union. Indeed, it filled a

larger place in the literature of the war than these did later. It took

the place of the newspaper, which was so abundantly supplied in the

Union armies, and furnished the patriots with their political thought
and patriotic inspiration. According to Mr. Whipple, in his centennial

review of American literature, recently published in Harper's Magazine,
there were more editions published of it than of any American poem
during this one hundred years. It was published in a cheap, small,

portable form, and the American soldiers carried it in their pockets and
read it by the light of their camp-fires or when they were at leisure on
picket duty.

So remarkable was the influence of this poem that Trumbull, it is

said, was one of the leaders whom the British would have hung had the

rebellion been unsuccessful. But he survived, and being not only a

poet and satirist, but a man " learned in the law," he was appointed to

the lower courts, and afterward to the supreme bench in Connecticut.

Subsequently he came to Detroit to reside with his son-in-law, Mr. Wm.
Woodbridge, in whose house he died in 1831. Before leaving Hartford

the principal men of Connecticut, of all professions, gave him a farewell

banquet, and the cit}'' of Hartford soon afterward named one of its streets

in his honor. A contemporary of Trumbull's, John Brainard, closed his

poem on " The Connecticut River " with the following allusion to his

friend's departure for what was then the border of a deep wilderness

:

Thou had'st a poet once—and be could tell.

Most tunefully, whate'er to thee befel
;

Could fill each pastoral reed upon thy shore

—

But we shall hear his classic lays no more !

He loved thee, but he took his aged way,

By Erie's shore and Perry's glorious bay,

To where Detroit looks out amidst the wood,

Remote beside the dreary solitude.

Yet for his brow thy ivy leaf shall spread,

Thy freshest myrtle lift its berried head,

And our gnarled charter oak put forth a bough
Whose leaves shall grace thy Trumbull's honor'd brow.

Mr. Trumbull lies buried in Elmwood Cemetery in this city. When
C4ov. Woodbridge laid out and afterM^ard enlarged the street now called

Ninth avenue, he named it Trumbull avenue, in honor of his eminent
father-in-law and the country's distinguished patriot. xibout ten years

ago the Common Council, in a moment of thoughtlessness, changed the

name of Trumbull avenue to Ninth avenue, in order to make it conform
numerically to the parallel and adjacent streets. It is now proposed to

do justice to Trumbull and to Woodbridge, and to the fame of a Revo-
lutionary patriot, and defer to the spirit and character of this centennial

year by restoring to the street this ancient and honorable name. There"

ought to be no opposition to it. It is the one connecting link which by
association unites Detroit directly with the Revolution in which it took



Annual Meeting of 1877. 61

no share. There is less reason for obliterating this name than there

would be for canceling the name of Washington, or Adams, or Jefferson,

or Monroe, or Madison, or Lafayette avenue. These men were never in

any way a part of the history of Detroit. But Trumbull was, and he was
the comrade and compeer of these men. He was personally known to

many of them. He was a correspondent of Washington's. He repre-

sented the independence, and courage, and political principles of the

Revolution as fully and influentially as they. His tomb is here His
family still lives here. His memory is worthy of perpetuation here, and
it is at once the duty and the privilege of Detroit to perform so simple

and proper an act as this contribution to the honors of tlie year.

" TRUMBULL AVENUE."

To the Editor of The Detroit Tribune :

I was very glad to read in your issue of to-day the account of the
poet Trumbull and his family, and hope that the name of Ninth avenue
will be changed back to Trumbull avenue, as it ought to be. As ths

donation of the ten feet on each side of the avenue was on the express

condition that it should be called Trumbull avenue, cannot these twenty
feet be recovered back by the Woodbridge heirs, unless the original name
be restored? It would seem so, and this is a good question for the heirs

to consider.

But I must protest against the idea of blotting out the old and cher-

ished historical names of our streets and avenues, and placing on them
names that have no historical or legendary significance whatever. If

this system is to be tolerated we may soon have Jefferson avenue changed
to Dunce avenue and Woodward avenue to Blockhead avenue.

A short time ago an earnest effort was made to put the name of the

founder of the city on one of oar avenues, in place of a name that had
no historical significance whatever. The name of the illustrious Cadillac

would have sounded well and properly in this connection, but it was no
go among the wise " fathers of the city." If such a thing as this could
not be done, at least let us have common decency observed in connection
with this subject. Vindex.

Detroit, March 23d, 1876.

The name of Ninth avenue was subsequently changed back to

Trumbull avenue.

SHADRACH (IILLETT.

Died February 15, 1876, Aged 75 Years.

At a session of the Common Council of the city of Detroit, held on
the 15th day of February, a. d. 1876, the following preamble and reso-

lutions were adopted

:

A venerable man has passed away. His life is intimately connected
with the history of this city for more than half a centur3^ He loved his

fellow-men with pure, unselfish friendship, which grew brighter as his

years increased. To alleviate sufferings and distress in the world seemed
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to be, to him, the greatest of pleasures. He had a smile for all, both
young and old, and was always cheerful. His superior talent, purity of

life, honesty of purpose, have all been devoted to truth and justice; and
the impress of his character has been left not only upon his fellow-men,

but upon the spirit of his day and generation. " The memory of his

virtues still lingers, like twilight hues when the sun is set."

Resolved, That in token of our respect to the memory of Shadrach Giliett, an

old and faithful public servant, the Controller be, and he is hereby directed to

cause the flag to be displayed at half-mast on Friday, February 18, 1876.

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect this Council now adjourn.

Adopted unanimously, the following Aldermen being present :

Yeas—Aid. Blodgett, Christian, Clark, Dorr, Dunlap, Finney, Finnegan,

Gies, Gulhard, Haller, Heames, Herricic, Jackson, Kurtz, Liggett, Mitchell,

Rouland, Schmitt, Shanahan, Wilks, and the President—21.

And the Council then adjourned.

[Seal.] Witness ray hand and the Corporate Seal of the City of Detroit'

affixed this 20th day of February, a. d. 1876.

CHARLES H. BORGMAN, City Clerk.

OBITUARY.

Shadrach Gillett Died February 15th, 1876.

Mr. Shadrach Gillett died at the residence of his son-in-law, Jacob

Houghton, No. 51 Elizabeth street, at five o'clock this morning, aged

seventy-five years. He was born in Lyme, Conn., on January 22d, 1801,

and came to Detroit in 1815, and with the exception of seven years spent

by him in the Lake Superior country, he resided here during the whole

of these sixty years. Upon reaching Detroit he went into the employ
of John Roby, who then kept a sort of general store not far from the

present foot of Shelby street, and whose cottage residence occupied the

spot upon which the Michigan Exchange now stands. He and Mr.

Roby built the first private wharf constructed on the river front, and tlie

steamer Walk-in-the-Water made this her landing place. He subse-

quently succeeded Mr. Roby in business, and later inaugurated an im-

mense forwarding and commission trade, and became the owner of the

old Roby warehouse and surrounding property. His own residence

was on the south-east corner of Fort and Third streets, where the Fort

street Presbyterian Church now stands, and from him tlie property was
purchased for the church. Some time after succeeding Mr. Roby he

took Mr. Charles Desnoyers into partnership, the firm being then known
as Gillett & Desnoyers. Mr. Desnoyers died and Mr. Gillett's son, Thos.

S. Gillett, succeeded to his interest in the firm, and the business was
carried on for a long time by Gillett & Son. He was also at times in

partnership with his older brother, with George S. Lester and with

Elon W. Hudson. He was largely interested, too, with Messrs. John P.

and George Clark in their lake and river fisheries, owned the steamer

Gen. Scott, and controlled several other vessels and a few mills in the

interior of the State, and was recognized as one of the solid men of the

West. In 1840, while Detroit was the State Capital, he served one term
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in the Legislature, being elected as a Whig. In 1858 he retired from
active business, and after a sojourn of seven years at Portage Lake, L. S.,

he returned to Detroit and accepted a clerkship in the office of B. G.

Stimson, then City Controller, and remained in that office through all

the subsequent administrations, both Democratic and Republican, up to

the date of his death. One week ago last Thursday he was compelled
to leave the office, owing to ill-health and continued to sink rapidly.

He maintained his mental faculties almost up to the last hour of his

life. He was one of the best accountants in the country, a man of won-
derful memory, and thoroughly familiar with the history of Detroit, a
subject in which he always took a great interest. He was intimately
and well known among the business men of Detroit and the entire

Northwest, and was everywhere and justly regarded as a man of strict

integrity. His wife died about three years ago, and since then his home
has been with his children. With the exception possibly of Dr. Whiting
-and Hon. C. C. Trowbridge, he was, it is believed, the oldest American
born resident of Detroit. He leaves four daughters—Mrs. Henry W.
Lord, of Pontiac ; Mrs. F. C. Howard, an attache of the Postoffice ; Mrs.
-Jacob Houghton and Mrs. Ambrose C. Smith, of Detroit; and one son,

Mr. Thomas S. Gillett, of St. Joseph, Mo.

CANNIFF—In this city, March 25, at 63 Congress street west, Abram C.

•Canniff, aged 84 years. Funeral from St. Paul's Church, Monday, March 29, at

"2.30 p. M. Friends of the family and the Masonic fraternity are invited to

attend.

DEATH OF ABRAM C. CANNIFF.

Abram C. Canniff, familiarly known to the people of Detroit and
vicinity as Judge Canniff, died Saturday morning at the family residence,

No. 63 Congress street west, aged eighty-four years. He had lived in
and near Detroit fifty-seven years, having come here in 1819. He was
born in Rensselaer county. New York, August 26, 1791. He was for a
long time engaged in the boot and shoe business here. He also at one
time embarked in the grocery trade with Mr. Scott, father of James
Scott, now living here, for a partner. He was active in Free Masonry,
and was several times elected Worshipful Master of Detroit Lodge No. 2,

in which he was " made " a Mason more than fifty years ago. He leaves
one son and three daughters—James H. Canniff, of this city ; Mrs. Tyler,
of Greenfield ; Mrs. Wagstaff, of Lafayette, Indiana ; and another
daughter in Philadelphia. His funeral will take place from St. Paul's
•Church at 2.30 p. m. Monday.

Judge Canniff was widely known as an inveterate joker, and many of
his quaint sayings are treasured by the older residents of the cit\ who
knew him in his active time. Politically he was strongly opposed to

anything that savored of Democracy, and he carried his political opin-
ions to the last limit. Notwithstanding this, he never permitted his

feelings in that respect to interfere in his personal relations with men,
and he numbered among his warmest friends many of his most uncom-
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promising political opponents. He never aspired to office but once, and
then he was elected Alderman, a position which he did not seek a sec-

ond time. He was a man of very genial qualities, and though he long
since disappeared from active participation in affairs, intelligence of

his death will cause a touch of regret in the hearts of many who read
this announcement.

GARRISON—At the Michigan Exchange, Sunday morning, May U, 1876,
John J. Garrison, aged 68 years. Funeral from St. Paul's Church at 3 p. m.,.

Tuesday, May ] 6.

DEATH OF JOHN J. GARRISON.

John J. Garrison was born in Cayuga county, New York, August 11,

1808, and came to this city with his parents when only twelve years old.

In 1829 he entered into business for himself on the corner of Woodward
avenue and Atwater street, and in a few years built up the most exten-

sive wholesale grocery house in the West. He continued in that trade

for the period of thirty-five years, in the meantime amassing a comfort-

able competence. He retired from active business in 1864. His health

had been quite good for one of his age until within the past year. He
has rapidly failed during the winter, and his death was not unexpected.
He leaves a widow and five children—Mr. C. M. Garrison, Mr. J. W. M.
Garrison, Mrs. F. L. Lasier, and Mrs. W. A. McCaske}^, of this city ; and
Mrs. Alice Dwyer, of New York He was well known among the older

business men and residents of the city, and enjoyed the confidence and
esteem of every one. He was upright and honorable throughout his

long business career, and his example is a proud inheritance to hi&
children and friends.

CHARLES MORAN DIED OCTOBER 13th, 1876.

Judge Charles Moran, whose death was briefly announced in The
Free Press of Saturday morning, was, with one exception, (Hon. Peter

Desnoyers), the oldest resident of Detroit, having lived here continuously

for upwards of seventy-nine years. The house in which he was born,

August 13th, 1797, is still standing on its original site, on the south side

of Woodbridge street, just west of Hastings street, and which has been
for many years the dwelling-place of a favorite tenant of the Judge.
The associations connected with the old homestead were very dear to the

venerable owner, and it was his pride to preserve it intact so long as he
lived.

His death, which occurred at half-past 10 Friday night, was sudden
and unexpected. He had been out walking during the day, and at

supper time he seemed perfectly well, ate heartily, and after tea he read

the day's papers for an hour or more, talked animatedly about the recent

elections in Ohio and Indiana, and was in an unusual flow of spirits.

Later in the evening he entered upon the discussion of business matters
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with his son, Wm. B. Moran, the result of which afl'orded him peculiar

satisfaction. From business the conversation turned to the political

campaign, in which the Judge took a lively interest. About nine o'clock

he complained of a sharp pain in the stomach, and Dr. Morse Stewart

was immediately sent for. Some simple remedies were administered,

and when the patient began to feel easier he resumed his cheerful con-

versation. While he was still talking a torchlight procession came down
Jefferson avenue and he w^atched it through the window of his sitting-

room. Not long after a pallor suddenly overspread his face, and the

pain of which he had been temporarily relieved returned. Dr. Stewart

advised him to retire, and he walked up stairs to his bedchamber with-

out assistance.- The pain increased, and while the attendants M^ere in

the act of applying more remedies his head fell forward and almost be-

fore any person present could realize it he was dead. Heart disease,

superinduced by indigestion, was the cause.

Most of the long life of the subject of this sketch was uneventful, but

he took an active part in public events during his earlier years and in

his prime. At the age of fifteen he enlisted in the war of 1812, and.

fought side by side with the late Judge Witherell in Capt. Jacques Cam-
pau's company. He was " in at the death " when Hull surrendered to

the British, which disaster he could never speak of but with indignation.

He remained in the army until peace was declared. When about
twenty-eight or thirty years of age he was appointed one of the side

Judges of the Territorial Court of Michigan, which position he held

until Michigan was admitted into the Union. He was a member of the

first Constitutional Convention, and also served two terms in the

State Legislature. For the last twenty-five years he devoted himself

wholly to the management of his large estate, the principal portion of

which is comprised in what is known as the Moran farm, a strip of land

between four hundred and five hundred feet wide, extending from the

river back three miles, with the exception of the block bounded by the

line of the Beaubien farm on the west, and Jefferson avenue, Woodbridge
and Hastings streets, which was sold many years ago. The remainder
of the farm, as Judge Moran inherited it, is still intact.

In 1822 he married Julia, a daughter of Major Henry Dequindre.
Five children were the fruit of that union, but they are all dead except

one daughter, Mrs. Robert E. Mix, of Cleveland. His wife having died,

he married in 1836 Miss McCormick, of Batavia, New York, who sur-

vives him. The children of that marriage are William B., John V.,

Alfred T. and Miss Kittle Moran, all of whom are living and highly

respected.

Judge Moran was a man of very methodical business habits, and for

many years he managed his enormous estate practically without assist-

ance. He was domestically inclined, fond of his own fireside, simple in

his mode of living, devoted to his family and rigid in his practice of

morality. He leaves an estate, real and personal, estimated at $4,-

000,000.
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AN OLD CITIZEN GONPl

DKATH OF FRANKLIN MOORE, ESQ. SKETCH OF HIS I.IVK.

Mr. Franklin Moore, so long and well-known as the senior member
of the grocery firm of Moore, Foote & Co., died at his residence in Spring-
wells, just below the city limits, at 3.20 o'clock, January 17th, 1876. The
demise of a citizen and business man so long and widely known and
esteemed will awaken very general sorrow and regret.

Franklin Moore was born in Bedford, New Hampshire, about the
beginning of the present century. His parents were of sterling New
England stock. His uncle, John Moore, was appointed captain of a

New England regiment at the outbreak of the revolutionary war, and
was killed at the battle of Bunker Hill. In the year in which the de-

ceased attained his majority he was chosen a member of the Legislature

of New Hampshire, a thing there considered a great honor. That Legis-

lature, notwithstanding strenuous opposition, amended the charter of

Dartmouth College, which gave rise to the famous case of that name in

the law of corporations. Mr. Moore, the Hon. .James F. -Joy and Secre-

tary Chandler, whose sister Mr. Moore subsequently married, were born
and reared within a few miles of each other, and came to this city about
the same time. Messrs. Moore and Chandler first embarked in business

in Detroit in 1833, in a dry goods partnership on Jefferson avenue. Mr.
Moore shortly afterward established himself in the grocery business at

the corner of Woodward avenue and Atwater street, and from this ven-
ture sprang the since well-known house of Moore, Foote & Co., which, up
to the time of its dissolution a year or so ago, was the largest wholesale
grocery house in Detroit. Their trade extended all over Michigan and
the contiguous territory, aggregating millions of dollars annually. About
fifteen years ago Mr. Moore turned his attention to the manufacture and
sale of lumber, having been associated for a long time with R. A. Alger
under the firm name of Moore & Alger, and at the dissolution of that

firm continued the business alone. He was also a member of the lumber
firm of F. & S. Moore at the time of his death. Mr. Moore, together with
Francis Palms, was also the owner of large tracts of pine lands in

Michigan.
He was thrice married, his first wife, the sister of Secretary Chandler,

having died a few years after he came to Detroit. In 1859 he married
Madame Gauthier> a French lady, who was at the time teacher of French
in the Detroit Female Seminary. By his second wife Mr. Moore had
one child, Miss Mattie Moore, who is now attending school in Utica,

N. Y. His third wife, who is still living, was formerly Mrs. Hall, a sister

of Mrs. Waldo M. Johnson, and the issue of this marriage is a little boy.

Mr. Moore was the uncle of Mrs. S. M. Cutcheon, of Ypsilanti, and a
kinsman of Alfred Russell, of this city.

About the year 1857 Mr. Moore united with the Fort Street Presby-
terian Church, and up to the present time had continued his relations

with that church, and was known and respected as an earnest and sincere

Christian man. He was a regular attendant and gave liberally toward
the support of the church.
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Mr. Moore's illness was a very brief one, and the only one during his

life. He contracted a severe cold about a week since and was soon after

attacked with congestion of the lungs, which resulted in his death. As
soon as he became aware that his illness would probably result fatally he
expressed a desire to see his daughter Mattie before he died and she was
immediateh'' sent for. As he grew more feeble this desire appeared to be

uppermost in his mind. The young lady arrived only a few minutes

previous to her father's death, and when she appeared at his bedside he
extended his hand in mute affectionate recognition and almost immedi-
ately expired.

Mr. Moore's career as a merchant and business man of Detroit was a

prosperous one, and he will long be remembered as a man of sterling

worth, energy and good sense, whose capacity, skill and prudence enabled

him to amass a large fortune. He was thoroughly honest, and no more
fitting words of praise can be said of him than those of one who knew
him intimately for over forty years and met him daily in the transaction

of business, that it seemed to be his aim " to do right and be just." Thus
another of the few remaining old residents of Detroit has passed away,
and having lived to a ripe old age, possessed of all his faculties, closed a

long and good life by a final peaceful passage to a wider and more en-

during sphere of action.
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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

rOTJETH AI^KUAL MEETING AT LANSIISTG,

February 6 and 7, 1878,

The fourth annual meeting of the Society was held in Representa-

tive Hall, commencing at 7 o'clock on the evening of Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 6, 1878.

OFFICERS PRESENT.

President—Witter J. Baxter.

Vice-Presidents—Judge Albert Miller, Bay City ; H. Warner, Coldwater

;

H. A. Shaw, Eaton Rapids; M. Chapin, Eden ; Hampton Rich, Ionia

;

Michael Shoemaker, Jackson ; H. G. Wells, Kalamazoo ; F. A. Dewey,
Cambridge; B. 0. Williams, Owosso; Isaac D. Toll, Centreville; E.

D. Lay, Ypsilanti ; Edwin Jerome, Detroit; Daniel B. Harrington,
St. Clair.

Recording Secretary—Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney.
Executive Committee—Witter J .Baxter, Albert Miller, F. A. Dewey.
Committee of Historians—J. C. Holmes, M. H. Goodrich, 0. C. Comstock,

H. G. Wells, Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney.
' The President, Hon. Witter J. Baxter, of Jonesville, took the chair.

Prayer by the Rev. Francis B. Bangs, of Lansing.
The President then delivered his address, in which he congratulated

the Society on its efforts in collecting historical matter, and the publi-

cation of Volume I. of " Michigan Pioneer Collections," so replete with
valuable information.

On motion of Mr. Isaac D. Toll, a vote of thanks was tendered to the
President for his very able address.

The Recording Secretary, Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney, made her report,

which was accepted and adopted.
The report of the Treasurer was read and referred to the Executive

Committee.
The Memorial Committee from several counties made reports as

foll(>ws

:

Branch—Death of one Pioneer
;
promised a full report.

(Jalhoun—Dr. O. C. Comstock reported the death of Rev. Calvin
Clark.

Clinton—One death.

Saginaw—Death of Mrs. Richards.
Shiawassee—Death of Col. Ebenezer Gould.
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AVayne—A report from E. Jerome.
The Committee of Historians, through their chairman, J. C. Holmes,

made their report, which was accepted.

Dr. 0. C. Comstock introduced the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted

:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Pioneer Society of the State of Mich-
igan are due, and are hereby tendered to W. S. George & Co., for their

very generous bequest of $59.44, being the amount charged for extra

labor involved in furnishing the first volume of Collections with a good
index.

On motion of Judge Albert Miller, a vote of thanks was tendered to

the Committee of Historians for the faithful performance of their labors.

Hon. H. G. Wells moved that a committee of five be appointed by
the chair to nominate a list of officers and committees for the ensuing
year.

The President appointed as such committee H. G. Wells, Kalamazoo

;

Hampton Rich, Ionia; L. D. Gilbert, Grand Rapids; Michael Shoe-
maker, Jackson ; Albert Miller, Bay City ; who, after due consultation,

reported a list of officers and committees who were unanimously elected.

Mr. A. Harrison was called for, who recited a poem of his own com-
position, entitled " Our Mothers Seventy Years Ago."

Mrs. H. A. Tenney read a letter from Gen. Egbert Brown, of Missouri,

son of Gen. Joseph M. Brown of Tecumseh, in which he recounted many
reminiscences of early times in Lenawee county.

Col. Isaac D. Toll, of Fawn River, gave a brief sketch of the military

career of John T. Brown, of Mexican w^ar fame.

On invitation from A. L. Bours, Secretary of the Building Commis-
sioners, the Pioneers arranged for a visit to the new State Capitol at 7^
o'clock the following morning.

Hon. H. G. Wells offered the following resolution, which was adopted

:

Resolved, That all papers presented, and to be introduced in succeed-

ing volumes of " Pioneer Collections of the State of Michigan," be filed

with the Secretary, and that the same be treated as the property of the

State Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan, and not to be withdrawn
except for correction, and with the assent of the proper officers of the

Society.

The Society then, at 10 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock

A. M. next morning.

The Society met at 9 o'clock a. m., Thursday, February 7, 1878, pur-

suant to adjournment. The President in the chair.

Reading of the Scriptures from Second Samuel vii : 21, 22, 23, 24, and
First Chronicles xvii : 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and prayer by Rev. L. B. Potter,

of Lansing.
A paper by Henry Bishop, of Kalamazoo, being a continuation of

the " Early History of New Buffalo," was read by H. G. Wells.

M. Shoemaker read a paper on the " Early History of the City of

Jackson."
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A paper by Judge James V. Campbell, on the " Early French Settle-

ments in Michigan," was read by J. E. Tenney.
Singing of " Auld Lang Syne " by the audience.

A paper by S. 0. Coffinbury, of Constantine, on the " Early Settle-

ment of Nottawa Sippi Prairie," was read by Witter J. Baxter.

Hon. John J. Adam read a paper on the " Early Settlement of Lena-
wee County."

Gen. Joseph M. Brown, of Tecumseh, who commanded the Michigan
militia during the Black Hawk and Toledo wars, was called to the plat-

form and received with the greatest enthusiasm, and related many in-

teresting incidents connected with his official life. He is now 84 years

of age, hale and hearty.

The Society then, at 1 o'clock p. m., adjourned to meet again at 2

o'clock p. M.

The Society met at 2 o'clock p. m., pursuant to adjournment.
The President in the chair.

Prayer by Rev. Wm. H. Brockway, of Albion.

0. i. Jenison, of Lansing, read a sketch of the " Early Times in Lan-
sing," and presented the Societ}^ with a valuable collection of newspapers,
circulais, handbills, pamphlets, books, pictures, household implements,

etc., all of which have some connection with the earlier or later history

of Michigan.
Prof. T. C. Holmes offered the following resolution, which was unani-

mously aiopted:

Resohid, That the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan is greatly

indebted to Mr. 0. A. Jenison, of Lansing, for the large and valuable

collection of papers and articles which he has this day presented to the

Society.

A papa- by J. H. Lawrence, giving a " History of California Town-
ship," was read by H. N. Lawrence, of Lansing.

Rev. Gwrge Duffield, D. D., of Lansing, read a paper on the " Recent
Discovery .)f the Long-lost Grave of Pere Marquette, at St, Ignace."

Michael Shoemaker offered the following amendment to the Consti-

tution, which was laid over until the next annual meeting

:

To anend section seven by inserting after the word " year," in third

line, " cr such other time as the Society may determine at an annual
meeting."

A nemoir of the life of Hon. Alvin N. Hart, prepared by his daugh-
ter, Mrs. Belle Hamilton, was read by J. E. Tenney.

A piper by B. 0. Williams, of Owosso, " The Survey of a State Road
from Stginaw to Mackinac," was read by Prof. J. C. Holmes.

A ptper by Judge Flavins J. Littlejohn, of Allegan, " The Pioneers of

Michigm—their Devotion to Educational Interests Historically Illus-

trated," was read by Witter J. Baxter.

BiogBphical Notes and Incidents in the pioneer life of Mrs. R. B.
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Norris, prepared by her grand-daughter, Maria M. Norris, daughter of

Hon. L. B. Norris of Grand Rapids, was read by N. B. Jones, of Lansing.
The Societ}' then adjourned at about 6 o'clock p. m., to meet again at

7 o'clock p. M.

The Society met at 7 o'clock p. m., pursuant to adjournment.
President in the chair.

Prayer by President T. C. Abbot, of the Michigan Agricultural College.

The " Life and Times of Rev. Abel Bingham," missionary to the
Sault Ste. Marie, prepared by his daughter, read by T. D. Gilbert.

On motion, the Rev. William H. Brockway was requested to write

his recollections of his labor among the Indians of Michigan.
A letter from Mr. S. Peets was read by Witter J. Baxter.
Ex-Governor Alpheus Felch, of Ann Arbor, read a paper on **' Early

Michigan Banking," in which he graphically portrayed the wild-cat

scenes of 1837-8.

The President mentioned the fact that several letters of regrets had
been received from members of the Society, that they were unable to

attend the meeting.
A paper b}^ H. G. Wells, being biographical sketches of the Governors

of the Territory and State of Michigan, also of the judicial officers of

the State who are now numbered with the dead ; he also alluded to the

men of the first Constitutional Convention held in Michigan.
F. A. Dewe}' gave a history of the rise and progress of the Lenawee

County Pioneer Societj-.

Hon. George C. Bates, of Detroit, was then called out and ei:>tertained

the audience with reminiscences of the " Bye-gones " of Michigin.
T. D. Gilbert offered the following resolutions, which were unani-

mously adopted

:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be, and are herebr tendered
to Witter J. Baxter for the efficient, able and impartial manna" in which
he has discharged the duties of the office of President of the Society.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be, and are hereby' tendered
to Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney for her faithful and gratuitous services as

Recording Secretar}'.

The President called each of the sessions to order with a gavel made
from a log taken from the first school house erected in iVashtenaw
county, in the town of Pittsfield, which was presented to the Society by
the Washtena\v County Pioneer Society.

About 200 of the white-haired pioneer men and women of Mfchigaii

have been in attendance during tlie sessions.

The business of the Society being completed, the audience yas dis-

missed after singing the Doxology and the Society adjourned.

DONATIONS.

Edwin Jerome, Detroit

:

In memoriam, Edmund Askin Brush, died July 10, 1877.

Enos Northrop, Mason :
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" First Trip to Michigan," written by himself.
" On Going to Mill," written by himself.

Gov. Alpheus Felch, Ann Arbor

:

Two dollar bill, " The Bank of Ypsilanti," No.. 410, Ypsilanti, Octo-

ber 14, 1836.

Two five dollar bills, Bank of Saline, Nos. 2007 and 1109, Saline,

Michigan, December 1, 1837.

Five dollar bill, " The Farmers' Bank of Sharon," No. 1379, Sharon,
December 23, 1837.

Two dollar bill. The Kirtland Safety Society Bank, No. 176, Kirt-

land, .January 8, 1837.

Two three dollar bills, The Bank of Manchester, Nos. 2973 and 3530,

Manchester, Mich., November 20, 1837.

Two dollar and one dollar bills, The Clinton Canal Bank, Nos. 453
and 375. Pontiac, December 9. 1837.

, No. 56, Pontiac, December 29, 1839.
• , No. 207, Pontiac, December 19, 1837.

Daniel B. Harrington, Port Huron :

Sketch of the life of Daniel Brown Harrington, of Port Huron.
L. Sutton, Hartford :

Brief History of the Town of Hartford.

John Mullett, Meridian :

Receipt for 10 dollars, dated August, 1835, signed by Henry Chipman.
Statement of amount paid H. H. Smith by Coll. of Phelustown, for

1839 and 1840, dated November, 1840.

One cent piece, composition, dated 1837.

An invitation to Miss Lauia E. Walker to .Jackson ball, January 6,

1831, dated Canton, December 30, 1830.

Card of Dr. H. A. Atkins, Locke, Ingham county, Mich.
Ten dollar bill. Bank of Lapeer, No. 637, Lapeer, December 20, 1837.

Ten dollar bill, Saginaw Citv Bank, No. 428, Saginaw, December 26

1837.

Ten dollar bill, Bank of Saline, No. 462, Saline, January 1, 1838.

Five dollar bill. Bank of Ypsilanti, No. 1461, Ypsilanti, Jan. 1, 1839.

Five dollar bill. The Farmers' Bank of Genesee County, No. 62, Flint

Papids, January 4, 1838.

Two dollar bill, The Bank of Allegan, No. 1270. Allegan, December
30, 1837.

'• Union Bank of Louisiana," duplicate. $1,000, No. 3194, New Or-

leans, May 5, 1834,

Commission of Levi Rowley, Jjocke, by Edward Mundy, acting Gov-
ernor of Michigan, September 9 1839.

Poem, by D. W. C. Leach, Mundy, Genesee county, July 5, 1844, cut

from the "Signal of Jjiberty," published at Ann Arbor, 1844.

Michael Shoemaker, Jackson :

Biographical sketch of Cornelius Sammons, pioneer. Pioneer Song.
Mrs. Mary E. Foster, Ann Arbor :

Cabinet picture of Capt. John Lowry, of Lodi Plains, Washtenaw
county, died April 23, 1872. aged 79.
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The same, of Sylvia AVickhain Lowry, wife of Capt. John Lowry,
died December 24, 1859, aged 58.

The same, of Thomas Wood, of Pittsfield, Washtenaw county.
The same, of Harriet Wickham Wood, wife of Thomas Wood.

Gen. J. W. Brown, Tecumseh :

Papers relating to Grand River Road, as follows

:

Copy of a letter to the Hon. Lewis Cass in relation to the Grand River
Road.

Stephen Wells, bill of stationery $7.88, Detroit, December 18, 1832.

Commissioners' report on the Detroit and Grand River Road.
Statement of disbursements in laying out Grand River Road, $3,429.

Estimated expense, making first 30 miles of Detroit, Shiawassee and
Grand River Road, $28,595.

B. 0. Williams, Owosso :

The Owosso Press, September 12, 1877, obituary—death of Col. E.

Gould, sketch of his life and military record.

William S. Clark, Saginaw

:

•

" The Brighton Citizen," February 7, 1878, Vol. 7, Brighton, contain-
ing "By-gones of Brighton," by William A. Clark.

H. P. Cherry, Lansing:
" Hastings Republican Banner," January 16, 1878, No. 38, Vol. 22,

Hastings ; Barry County Pioneer meeting ; essays by Mr. Emery and
Mrs. Wakefield, both of Middleville.

William R. McCall, Marshall

:

Presbyterian Church History, Marshall, Mich.
0. A. Jenison, Lansing

:

" Boston Record," No. 48, Vol. 5, Boston, Mass., November 25, 1820.
" The National Gazette and Literary Register," No. 563, Vol. 2, Phila-

delphia, August 26, 1822.

"Syracuse Gazette," May 25, 1825.
" Liberty Hall and Cincinnati Gazette," No. 381, Vol. 9, Cincinnati^

October 4, 1827.
" Washington County Post," No. 10, Vol. 5, Salem, N. Y., March 7,

1839.
" The Democrat," No. 125, Vol. 3, Utica, January 29, 1839.

"Ballston Spa Gazette," No. 1, Vol. 22, September 20, 1842.
" Detroit Advertiser," Extra, No. 2, Vol. 1, Detroit, July 15, 1840; No.

12, Vol. 1. Michigan and her State Loan; No. 14, Vol. 1, Detroit,

November 14, 1840 ; the Hamtramck ballot-box explosion.
" Old Hero," No. 25, Vol. 1, Ann Arbor, October 23, 1840, five million

loan.
" Michigan State Journal," No. 2, Vol. 7, Ann Arbor, October 26, 1841.

No. 25, Vol. 9, Ann Arbor, April 3, 1844.

"Michigan Farmer," No. 1, Vol. 2, Jackson, February 15, 1844; ad-

dress to patrons and public by the editor, D. D. T. Moore.
" Peninsular Star," No. 28, Vol. 1, Mason, Ingham county, June 29,

1844 ; No. 37, Vol. 1. September 23, 1844.
" Detroit Weekly Advertiser," Extra, No. 25, Vol. 1, Detroit, October

29, 1844.
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" The Clay Bugle," No 26, Series 1, Rochester, N. Y., Nov. 2, 1844.
" Ingham Democrat," No. 1, Vol. 1, Leslie, March 28, 1845, by Story
& Cheney ;

tribute to Gen. Cass by A. Johnson, of Tennessee.
" Ingham Herald," No. 18. Vol. 1, Mason, May 1, 1845.
" Ingham Democrat," No. 30, A^ol. 2, Mason, December 21, 1S46 ; the

President's Message.
" Democratic Free Press," No. 38, Vol. 16, Detroit, December 7, 1846

;

Lake Superior mineral lands.

"Ingham Democrat," No. 26, Vol. 2, Mason, November 23, 1846;
Official County Canvass, Ingham county, 1846 ; No. 50, Vol. 2,

.June 28, 1847 ; No. 8, Vol. 3, September 27, 1847.
" The Leather Apron," No. 1, Vol. 1, Detroit. July, 1872.
" The Sweetwater Miner," No. 40, Vol. 11, South Pass City, Wyoming,

July 14, 1869.
" The Courier," No. 7, Vol. 4, Norwich, (Chelsea Society), Januar}'

8,1800.
" The Massachusetts Spy, or American Oracle of Liberty," No. 219,

Vol. 5, Worcester, May 3, 1775.
" Commercial Advertiser," No 1, Vol. 1, New York, October 2, 1797.
" Shreveport News," No. 8, Old Series, Vol. 7, Shreveport, La., Sep-

tember 6, 1864.
" The Natchitoches Times," No. 20, Old Series, Vol. 6, Natchitoches,

La., October 15, 1864.
" The Caddo Gazette," No. 1, Vol. 24, Shreveport, La., October 28, 1864.
" The Sun," New York, July 5, 1870. Freedom's 94th Birthday ; the

celebration of the Fourth of July in the city and county. Illus-

trated.
" The Troller," No. 1, Lansing, 1850. Pasted to it a piece from the

" Lansing Republican," dated December 5, 1873, about Daniel R.

Barnes, an early settler ; also a note from D. R. Barnes and Mr.
Jenison, attached to the Troller.

" Democratic Free Press," No, 1, Vol. 1, Lansing, January 11, 1848.

Message of Gov. Ransom.
" The Lansing RepubKcan," No. 1, Vol. 2, Lansing, April 19, 1865.

Assassination of President Lincoln and Proclamation by Gov.
Henry H. Crapo.

" New York Tribune," No. 7500, Vol. 25, New York, April 20, 1865.

The Funeral Services of President Lincoln.
" Detroit Advertiser and Tribune," No. 234, Vol. 29, April 15, 1865.

Assassination of President Lincoln and attempted assassination of

Secretary Seward.
No. 235, Vol. 29, April 17, 1865. Public meeting on the Campus

Martius ; remarks of Jacob M. Howard, Theodore Romeyn, etc., on
the death of President Lincoln.

No. 236, Vol. 29, April 18, 1865. Sermon preached Sunday, April 16,

1865, by Rev. Geo. Duffield, on the assassination of President

Lincoln.

No. 237, Vol. 29, April 19, 1865. The Nation's Tragedy. Action of

the Supreme Court.
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No. 239, Vol. 29, April 21, 1865. Some of the assassins of Lincoln
captured.

No. 240, Vol. 29, April 22, 1865. Letter fi-om J. Wilkes Booth.
No. 242, Vol. 29, April 25, 1865. The Funeral Cortege of President

Lincoln.

No. 245, Vol. 29, April 28, 1865. The First Presbyterian Church

;

short sketch of Rev. Dr. Dufheld's Life.

No. 246, Vol. 29, April 29, 1865. The Funeral Cortege of President
Lincoln from Buffalo to Cleveland.

No. 280, Vol. 29, June 8, 1865. Our Returning Veterans ; arrival of
the 26th Infantry.

No. 248, Vol. 29, May 2, 1865. The Funeral Cortege of President
Lincoln ; arrival at Chicago. Capture of Booth.

No. 251, Vol. 29, May 5, 1865. Burial of President Lincoln's Remains
at Springfield, 111.

No. 221, Vol. 29, March 31, 1865. Annual Statement of the Trade,
Commerce and Manufactures of the City of Detroit for the year
1864.

No. 117, Vol. 30, November 15, 1865. Motion to hang .Jeff. Davis

;

Army Reduction, etc.

No. 242, Vol. 34, April 8, 1870. The loth Amendment Celebration

;

Speeches by Gov. Baldwin, Wm. A. Howard, John D. Richards, etc.

No. 238, Vol. 35, April 4, 187L Michigan Election; a general Re-
publican success.

No. 92, Vol. 36, October 16, 1871. Devastation throughout Michigan,
fires south of Port Huron, etc.

No. 92. Vol. 36, October 14, 1871. Fires at Chicago, Manistee, Hol-
land and other places.

No. 93, Vol. 36, October 17, 1871. Proclamation by Gov. Baldwin

;

Charitv for the Sufferers W Fire in our State.
" The Detroit Daily Post," No. 173, Vol. 6, Detroit, October 14, 1871.
The situation of affairs in Chicago ; brighter prospects for the
Smitten City; Wisconsin fires ; 500 persons burned to death at

Peshtigo, Wis.
No. 11, Vol. 7, April 8, 1872. Picture of the new State Capitol at

Lansing; eulogies upon Dr. Zina Pitcher ; first Directory of the

Citv of Lansing, by C. E. Brown, Lansing, 1873.
" Primitive Expounder," Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,

15, 16, 23, 25, Vol. 7. Lansing. (Bound.)
" White Pigeon Republican and St. .loseph County Advertiser," com-

plete from February 6, 1839, to March 4, 1840, White Pigeon.
(Unbound.)

Book of Pamphlets, as follows :

Annual Report of the Board of State Building Commissioners of

the State of Michigan, Lansing, 1871.—History of the City of

Lansing, by M. Dash, Lansing, 1870.—An Act to provide for

the erection of a new State Capitol.—Franklin Street Presbyterian

Church Manual, 1869.—List of Premiums for the Sixth Annual
Exhibition of the Central Michigan Agricultural Society, Lan-
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sing, 1871.—Young Men's Society of Lansing, Mich. ; Articles

of Association and By-Laws, 1867.—First Annual Announce-
ment of the Central Michigan Homeopathic Medical Institute,

Lansing, 1878.—Charter of Lansing, approved February 15, 1859,
Lansing, 1859.—Revised Charter and Ordinances of the City
of Lansing, 1865.—Educational Needs of Michigan.—Address by
Henry H. Crapo, Governor of Michigan, before the Central Mich-
igan Agricultural Society, May 24, 1866, Lansing, 1866.—Laws of
Michigan concerning the Solemnization, Record and Return of
Marriages, Lansing, 1867.—Report of the .Joint Committee of the
Senate and House of Representatives, Michigan, 1861, to investi-

gate the Treasury Department and tlie official acts of John Mc-
Kinney, late State Treasurer, etc.—By-Laws and Regulations of
the Board of Education of the City of Lansing, etc., Lansing, 1871.
—Revised Rules for the Government of the Common Council of the
City of Lansing, adopted March 21, 1864.

Reprint of " The Boston Gazette and Country Journal," March 12,

1770.

Legislative Manual of the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Michigan for 1836, Detroit, 1836. (Pamphlet.)

Circular to the Board of Supervisors of the counties of Saginaw, Bay,
Tuscola, etc.. East Saginaw, May 26, 1868.

R. H. McDonald's Illustrated History and Map of Chicago, with a
History of the Great Fire. New York, 1872.

Brownlow, the Patriot and Martyr, as reported by himself. Philadel-
phia, Pa. (Unbound.)

Oration on the Life and Character of Henry Winter Davis, by John
A. J. Creswell, February 22, 1866. Washington, 1866. (Unbound.)

Life of John Charles Fremont, New York, 1856. (Pamphlet.)
Sketch of Judge Bazel Harrison, by J. H. Stone, Kalamazoo, 1874.

(Pamphlet.)
Sketch of the Life and Public Services of Oliver P. Morton, of Indiana.

Indianapolis, 1876. (Unbound.)
Manual of the Grand Army of the Republic etc, with Memorial Day

in the Department of Michigan, May, 1869
; edited and compiled

by I. M. Cravath. Lansing, 1869. (Unbound.)
Address of Henry L. Williams, Mayor of Salem, Mass., at the dedi-

cation of the City Hall extension. May 8, 1876. Salem, 1876.
(Pamphlet.)

Fairmount Park, Philadelphia. Centennial Newspaper Exhibition,
1876. Complete list of American newspapers. A statement of the
industries and locations of towns in which they are published.
Also, account of some of the great newspapers of the day. New'
York, 1876. (Unbound.)

Attached to the above is a tiny pamphlet, entitled, "American News-
paper Directory, 1776." New York, 1876.

1777-1877. The Centennial History of the Battle of Bennington.
Compiled by Frank W. Coburn, Boston, 1877. (Pamphlet.)

Complete Manual of Short-Hand. Lansing. 1875. (Pamphlet.)
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Annual Report of the County Clerk of Osceola County, Mich., for the

year ending January 19th, 1874 ; also, Annual Report of the Trea-

surer of Osceola Count}' for the year ending .January 7, 1874,

Lansing, 1874. (Pamphlet.)

Report of the Civil Service Commission to the President, xlpril 15,

1874. Washington, 1874. (Unbound.)
Lansing, the Capital of Michigan. 1873. (Pamphlet.)

Madison, the Capital of Wisconsin : its Progress, Capabilities and
Destiny. Madison, Wis., 1855. (Pamphlet.)

Argument maintaining the right of the underwriters to be heard in

support of their claims, before the tribunal to be instituted to adju-

dicate on the claims to be paid out of the Alabama award. Joshua
M. VanCott. (Pamphlet.)

National Rej^ublican. Grant and Wilson Campaign Song Book.
Washington, D. C, 1872. (Unbound.)

The American Almanac and Repository of Useful Knowledge, for

the years 1854-5-8. 3 vols. (Unbound.)
List of original purchases, at government sale, of lands in Lansing,

Meridian, etc. Detroit, 1847. (Pamphlet.) Also map of Lansing
and adjoining towns, by Macy and Driggs.

Shoe-Horn, owned and used by George Washington Hakes, a god-son
of, and named by George Washington.

Lead buttons, cast in molds, showing that our forefathers could make
buttons as well as bullets.

Old-fashioned pot-hooks and trammels.

Piece of petrified black walnut.

An old iron lamp. Its age undoubtedly reaches beyond the memory
of this day and generation.

A piece of Cedar of Lebanon.
A wooden pin, taken from the last wooden bridge which spanned
Grand River at the foot of Michigan avenue, Lansing.

A pair of tiat (sad) irons, represented as being over 200 years old.

Counterfeiter's tools for making American half-dollars, (two dates,)

taken from a counterfeiter in Palmyra, Lenawee Co., Mich., in 1835.

A pair of shears of y' olden time.

Bunch of burglar's keys found in a hollow log on one of the Thous-
and Islands, in the River St. Lawrence.

Little instrument used in the war of the great rebellion, furnished by
the government to soldiers, who, in cleaning the locks of their

guns, are obliged to use it in setting the springs of said locks. Pre-

sented to Mr. O. A. Jenison, by Capt. John A. Elder, of the Eighth
Michigan Infantry.

United States carbine holder, taken from a dead confederate, after the

battle of the Wilderness, and presented to 0. A. Jenison by U. D.

Ward.
Gov. Blair's war proclamation. (Framed.)
An epigram, written and signed by George Francis Train. Lansing,

December 13, 1869. (Framed.)
" The Daily Citizen." Vicksburg, Miss., July 2, 1863. (Framed.)
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An advertisement or poster, put out by James Seymour, the founder
of North Lansing, offering Michigan property for sale at Lansing.
May 25, 1847. (Framed,)

Large scrap book, containing notices of all the important war meet-
ings, rail road meetings, religious and political meetings of all par-

ties. Posters announcing the time and name of every speaker en-
gaged by the Young Men's Society, and Lansing Library and Lit-

erary Associations. Plats of the various additions to the city of

Lansing. Proclamations of the mayors of the city of Lansing and
of the governors of the State. Notice to the qualified electors of

the city of Lansing, giving the name of every voter, from 1867 to

1872. Various subscription and other papers, signed at different

times by the citizens of Lansing, thereby securing nearly a thous-
and genuine autographs. A full set of the Lansing Daily Repub-
lican. Also posters and advertisements of every man who has
transacted business in Lansing for the last ten years ; and many
other papers pertaining to the city, going back to 1850.

Manuscript copy of the list of articles presented by 0. A. Jenison to

the State Pioneer Societ}^, February 7, 1878. Presentation speech
of A. 0. Jenison, February 7, 1878.

R. Hilton, Grand Rapids:
" Grand Rapids Daily Eagle," No. 217, Vol. 22. Grand Rapids, Feb-

ruary 15, 1878. Annual Reunion of the Old Resident Association
of Grand River Valley, at Sweet's Hotel, Grand Rapids. About
300 of the ''old settlers " present. Remarks by President Robert
Hilton, of the ^ssocation, Thomas D. Gilbert, Wm. M. Ferty, etc.

List of membership of the Association.

H. G. Wells, Kalamazoo

:

" Kalamazoo Daily Telegraph," No. 228, Vol. 9, whole No. 3027, Feb-
ruary 21, 1878. Notice of the death of Hon. John Walker, of

Cooper, 61 years of age. Short item about Gov. Crosweil, with
reference to pardoning criminals.

Miscellaneous :

" The Detroit Free Press,,' No. 146, Vol. 43, February 9, 1878. Close
of the Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society at Lansing,
February 7, 1878 ; Abstract of a paper by Gov. Alpheus Felch on
Early Banking in Michigan ; Miscellaneous Business ; The Property
of the Society ; Mrs. Harriet C. Tenney.

•" The Lansing Republican," 23d year, whole No. 1351, February 8,

1878. Fourth Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society, Feb-
ruary 6 and 7, 1878; Remarks by the President; Report of the
Corresponding Secretary; Report of Historians; Election of Offi-

cers; Abstract of paper on Early French Settlement, by Judge
Campbell ; Paper by S. C. Coffinbury, on Nottawa Sippi Prairie,

read by W. J. Baxter; Remarks by Gen. J. W. Brown; Abstract
of a paper by Rev. Geo. Duflfield, on Pere Marquette, the explorer,
etc.

Feb. 12, 1878. State Pioneer Meeting continued; Valuable Dona-
tion by 0. A Jennison ; Remarks by Hon. Geo. C. Bates, of Detroit.
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Feb. 15. 1878. Early Banks and Banking in Michigan, by Gov.

Alpheus Felch. Read before the Society at Lansing, February 7,

1878.

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT WITTER J. BAXTER,

Deliyebed before the Society at its Annual Meeting February

6th, 1878.

Ladies and Gentlemen—Members of the State Pioneer Society :

It is my pleasant privilege to extend to you a welcome on this our

annual gathering.

I greet you as those who from long residence and from the parts you

have borne in giving form and character to the institutions of a new
State, are entitled to the name of pioneers. You have gone before to

remove obstructions and to prepare the way and the institutions for

others, and yet while you are thus recognized as pioneers, you have so

lived and acted, so kept pace to the onward march of progress, that you

are in no sense fossils, but still active motors in the living present.

I congratulate you that so many of you are permitted to assemble ; so

many of the friends and neighbors of that period in the history of Mich-

igan, when those living within a radius of fifty or sixty miles regarded

themselves as having social neighborhood relations. It is gratifying to

us all, and becomes more so as we advance in years, to come together

from time to time and revive the recollections of those by-gones. The
memories of those days are now memories of unmingled pleasure.

Whatever there was of hardship, peril, sickness, suffering, privation or

want, incident to that pioneer life; whatever there was of laborious

effort, the reward of which was seemingly very meagre, or long delayed
;

whatever there was of any or all these things, the memory of them by

the kindly ministry of time has been smoothed and mossed over, and

to-day in recalling them, you only dwell upon the pleasurable aspects;

the excitements and surprises, the unlooked-for, and at times almost

unhoped-for favorable results. Many of you are now in the enjoyment

of rewards, more or less abundant, that have come to you after the lapse

of many years. It is indeed a merciful dispensation that enables us

thus to forget sorrows, and to remember, and again and again in the

recounting, live over the joys of life.

It is my privilege also, at this annual meeting, to congratulate you

on the work already accomplished by you through your historians, in

the collection, arrangement and publication of a volume so replete with

valuable information in relation to the early history and settlement of

Michigan.
It is not so much your purpose or mission to publish a complete

history of the State, as to collect and preserve in authentic form, the

many formative facts and incidents, the story of the personal character-

istics and acts of those who, coming into this then wilderness territory,
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upon which our race at least had made no mark, gave character and
form to the future State. No fact is hetter attested by wide experience

than this : the character, habits, personal worth, and even personal

peculiarities of the pioneer settlers, are seen, felt, and perpetuated in the

peculiar civilization subsequently developed ; and these primitive infer-

ences ma}^ still be traced after the lapse of many years. In view of these

facts, the collections and publications of this society will be of inesti-

mable value to the biographers and histDrians of later times, in tracing

effects to causes, and in enabling them to give the honor due to those

who shall then have been called from labor to refreshment and reward.

They will thus be enabled to treat, with the assurance which a full

knowledge of facts will alone justify, of our institutions, religious, politi-

ical and educational, and of their growth and development; and to

assign with certainty the predominating influences that have made
Michigan one of the foremost States in the grand galaxy of States of our
American Union.

In pursuance of the general purposes of our society, it has been the

earnest desire and purpose of your officers to make this annual meeting,

not only a most pleasant and enjoyable social gathering, but to secure

for you at the same time a valuable intellectual and literary entertain-

ment. The volume that has been issued by your society is intended to

be but the pioneer, to be followed by a long series of volumes, all replete

with historical incidents and illustrations.

It is desirable, in addition to full biographies of pioneers, and full

histories of the settlement of towns, counties, villages and cities, to

gather also, archseological information pertaining to the territory now
embraced within the limits of our State.

Again : We desire to make collections illustrative of the history and
developments of our State in all its various departments and relations,

to be placed in our museum, for which we trust a suitable room will be
assigned in the new Capitol.

There are among our citizens, many who have valuable private col-

lections, and who, if they could feel assured of their preservation for

public entertainment and instruction, would gladly contribute them to

our society. We greatly desire, by the character of the publications we
issue, the papers read, and the discussions had at our meetings, to

establish a character for our society that will justify, and to inspire a

confidence that will secure for us the guardianship of these valuable
collections. If we can do this, we shall at the same time arouse in all

parts of the State an enthusiasm in making collections for our museum,
and in contributing valuable papers for our future publications.

In our day of wonderful mental and physical activity and progress,

of splendid successes and gigantic failures, of philosophical investiga-

tions and speculative theories, of genuine religious faith, effort and
growth, and of pseudo-religious codes and teachings, dependent in theory
and practice, not upon scriptural revelations and teachings, but only
upon the assumed revelations of those who having once walked the

earth in material form and presence, now speak through favored medi-
ums from the impalpable realms of shade. In times like these it is well

6
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occasionally at least to revert to the lives, arts and teachings of the
fathers.

In the prodigal wealth of the present, it is not well to despise the

day of small beginnings. In an admiration of the superstructure, let

us not forget the foundations. It may possibly be found by such
reference to the early history of our State, and to the lives, conduct and
character of those who modeled its institutions, that they were wise
master-builders that we shall do well to imitate, in whose foot-steps we
do well to walk, rather than to seek untried paths. It ma^^ be that with
all our greatly increased advantages and facilities, by the enjoyment of

which we ought perhaps greatly to so surpass them, we shall do well if

w^e even equal them, and fittingly perpetuate their virtues and achieve-
ments. In saying this, do not misunderstand me. I have no sympathy
with those who would decry the present for the sake of eulogizing the
past; and while there were good old times, and grand old times, and
good and grand men in those times, so also are the present times good
and grand, with men eminently good and grand suited to them,
characteristic of the present ; and we hope, believe and most devoutly
pray that these better, nobler and more elevating characteristics and
men ma}^ constitute the prevailing element in our own day and in

the future of our state and nation. This will however be more likeh' to

prove the case, if, in the present we dwell with love and grateful remem-
brance on the lives of those who with wise forethought, great self-denial,

and earnest effort wrought out for us the institutions which are now our
inheritance and possession. They have builded, and we enjoy, they have
sown, we reap ; some seeds, indeed, they planted which even now are

but beginning to vegetate.

As in the material world, grains of corn, that in the tombs of

Egyptian mummies have slept a sleep of centuries, when given to sun
and soil and rains of heaven, after the torpor of unnumbered years,

spring up and flower and fruit; so, in the mental and moral world the

lives, thoughts and deeds of those long since dead, after a seeming torpor

and forgetfulness of many years duration, again appear in life and vigor
and abundant fruitfulness in their remote descendants.

Whether the theory be true or false, that all history repeats itself;

that the nations of to-day are but what the nations have been in the long
forgotten past ; that the arts, sciences, civilizations and refinements of the

present age are but the reproductions of what has already been, passed
away, and been long forgotten; whether the saying of the wise man,
"there is nothing new under the sun," be of universal interpretation, or

of partial and restricted meaning, we at least live in an age of upward
and onward tendencies ; in an age when the study of the lives and con-

duct of our immediate predecessors is calculated to inspire in us an earn-

est purpose to so live that we, like them, may leave to our sons and
daughters a fragrant and blessed memory.

Especially have we in our educational institutions a carefully devised

and well rounded and developed system of dependence and gradation
from the lowest to the highest, from our common primary school up,

through graded schools, normal school, agricultural college, up to our
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noble university, by which and in which the State, mindful of her duty
to all her children, of every age and sex, mindful of the axiomatic rule,

that upon the virtue, culture and intelligence of her citizens must her
greatness and permanence depend, in which and by which the State,

wisely mindful of these things, furnishes freely and equally to all, native
or foreign born, the means and opportunities for full education and de-
velopment in all the departments of human thought and industry.

Though in this the pioneers of our State may have builded more
wisely than they knew, let us not, through passion, prejudice, sectarian

or party zeal, in any manner lay sacrilegious hands on our educational
system or institutions,. Let us warmly support and cherish them, not
only with material aid, but with earnest personal sympathy and moral
support, fully assured that we shall receive in return, for ourselves and
for our sons and daughters, for long years to come, rich blessings and
benedictions.

While then, as pioneers, we cherish the past, let us not neglect the
present, nor be unmindful of the future, but seek to so live and labor
that what we have received from our fathers, and more especially our
educational system and institutions of learning, suffer through us, either

by action or neglect, no detriment, but that we hand them down, en-
larged, beautified and strengthened, to educate, refine and bless those
who shall come after us for unnumbered generations.

Then indeed shall we have

'•So lived that when our summons comes to join

The innumerable caravan, that moves
To that mysterious realm, where each shall take
His chamber, in the silent halls of death,

We go not, like the quarry slave at night,

Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained and soothed
By an unfaltering trust, approach our graves,

Like one that diaws the drapery of his couch
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.''
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REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY.

Lansing, February 6', 1<S7'-^'.

In pursuance of legal requirements, I have the honor to transmit

herewith my fourth annual report, as follows :

The society held its third annual meeting in the supreme court room
at Lansing, February 7, 1877, and was called to order at 2 o'clock, r. ^r.

by its President, Hon. Jonathan Shearer.

There was a large attendance of its members present.

The exercises were opened with prayer, by Rev. Geo. Duffield.

The President then delivered his annual address.

The report of the Recording Secretary was read, accepted and adopted,

and a vqte of thanks tendered to her for the full and accurate report

made.
The Treasurer, O. M. Barnes, read his annual report, in regard to the

finances of the society, which was, on motion of Mr. Goodrich, accepted

and adopted.

Prof. J. C. Holmes, Chairman of the Committee of Historians, read a

report of the proceedings of the committee for the year last past, and on

motion of Judge Miller the report and proceedings were accepted and
adopted.

On motion, it was resolved that the historians be instructed to pre-

pare material for, and cause to be published, vol. 2 of Pioneer Collections^

within one year, or as soon thereafter as may be.

On motion of Mr. Goodrich, 0. M. Barnes, C. A. Chapin and B. F.

Partridge, were appointed a committee to nominate a list of officers and
committees for the ensuing year, and after due consultation, reported a

list of names for the several offices and committees, all of whom were

duly elected.

The President elect returned thanks to the society for the honor con-

ferred on him, in a few appropriate and jovial remarks, which elicited

much applause. He said that he felt that an apology was due to the

society from him for his election, and that he was not as old as his ven-

erable appearance would indicate, and there were apparently younger

men than he who were entitled to the preference, by reason of their age

and superior wisdom. He hoped, however, to be able to perform the

duties of his position, aided by the counsel of these younger appearing,

but really older members.
Mr. Baxter gave notice of the following proposed amendment to

article 8 of the Constitution of the Society, by inserting in the fifth line,

after the words "By-Laws," the following words: "And such persons

may become life members of this society by subscribing to the Articles

of Association, and on the payment of the sum of ten dollars.

Mr. 0. C. Comstock off'ered the following resolution, which was

adopted

:
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Resolved, That the Vice-Presidents of this society be requested to write

up the pioneer history of their counties as fully as they can, and trans-

mit the same to Harriet A. Tenney, the Secretary of the Committee of

Historians, within six months after this election.

Mr. J. C. Holmes presented to the society, on behalf of Mr. Shearer,

a finely executed portrait of the venerable ex-President, and on motion

of Mr. Goodrich, the following resolution was adopted

:

Resolved, That the society accept the portrait of the President of the

society, Jonathan Shearer, by him this day presented to the society,

through Prof. J. C. Holmes; and that the" thanks of the society are

hereb} tendered him for this token of his kind regard and esteem, and

for the efficient and impartial manner in which he has discharged the

duties of the office of president of the society.

Resolved, That the Secretary is hereby directed to present to .Jonathan

Shearer a true engrossed copy of the foregoing resolution.

Mr. Shearer, being called upon, made a few interesting remarks in

regard to his arrival in Michigan, and to the incidents in relation to his

location in the territory of his adoption. In the course of his remarks

he alluded to the fact that his father was a revolutionary soldier, who
stood by the side of the immortal Warren when he fell, on the spot where

the Bunker Hill monument now stands.

Mr. Titus Dort, of Dearborn, spoke of the work of Mr. Shearer in

early days, also, made some remarks on the rise and progress of the

Michigan State Agricultural Society.

Mr. Wm. A. Dryer alluded to the fact that he also passed over the

same Indian trails traversed by Mr. Shearer.

Mr. G. M. Hotchkiss, of Bay City, exhibited a life size portrait of

Captain Joseph Marsac, the Indian interpreter with Gen. Cass at the

treaty of 1819, proposing to sell it to the State Society for the sum of

$125, the Bay County Pioneer Society offering to pay one-fourth of the

expense. The proposition was referred to the Executive Committee for

action. The committee decided that the State Society was not able to

make the purchase at present, although they considered that it would be

a valuable acquisition to the collection of the society.

Judge Miller read a sketch written by Dr. Whiting, of Detroit, on the

military occupation of the Saginaw Valley in 1822.

J. C. Holmes read a paper prepared by Jacob Cornell, of Lansing,

relating to some of the incidents in the early history of Livingston

county.
Wm. M. Gregory read an obituary sketch of the late Orange Risdon,

a leading pioneer of Washtenaw county.

A paper was read, prepared by H. H. Beebe, of New York City, with

notes and comments, giving extracts from the diary of his father, Silas

Beebe, relating incidents in the trip of the latter from Utica, N. Y., to

Ingham county, Michigan, in 1838.

The society then adjourned at 5 o'clock p. m., to meet again in Repre-

sentative Hall at 7 o'clock in the evening.

The society met at the time and place appointed, the President in

the chair.
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The exercises were opened by the singing of the doxology, " Praise
God, from whom all blessings flow,"

Prayer by the Rev. W. W. Johnson.
A large number of the members of the State Legislature being

present, by request the address of the President and the report of the
Committee of Historians were again read.

Mr. Bela Hubbard, of Detroit, gave a very interesting paper on the
ancient gardens of 'Michigan, illustrated with maps and drawings.

A paper prepared b}^ A. B. Markham, recounting incidents in his

pioneer life in Wayne county, was read by J. C. Holmes.
Mr. Edwin Jerome, one of the Vice-Presidents, submitted an obituary

report of deceased pioneers of Waj^ne county.

On motion of Dr. 0. C. Comstock, it was resolved that the Hon. S. W.
Hill, of Marshall, be respectfully requested to write a paper on the
topography and mineral resources of the Upper Peninsula. Mr. Hill

was present and accepted the invitation.

Mr. F. A. Dewey gave a short sketch of the early histor}^ of Cambridge.
Five minutes speeches being called for, remarks were made by rep-

resentatives McGinnis and W. W. .Johnson, also by Geo. W. Lee, Mr.
Shearer, and others.

Mr. Daniel M. Judd promised a memoir of his father, Daniel S. Judd.
Mr. Wm. Cross, of Centreville, filed a report relating to the publica-

tion of a history of St. Joseph county.
There was received from Samuel Zug, Secretary of the Wayne County

Pioneer Societ}^, a certified copy of a resolution adopted by the said

society January 18, 1877, urging the State Legislature to make a liberal

appropriation to the State Pioneer Societ}^ for the years 1877 and 1878.

The society then adjourned.

SOCIAL reunion.

On account of the general depression in business circles, the Executive
Committee deemed it advisable to omit the usual semi-annual social

reunion of the society, and accordingly none was held.

membership.

Since the date of my last report 59 members have been added to the

society , making the whole number of names now enrolled on the mem-
bership book of the society 369, 18 of whom were born prior to the

year 1800.

obituary.

Notices of the death of the following named members have been re-

ceived during the year

:

Rev. Calvin Clark, of Marshall, born March 27, 1805, died June 4, 1877.

George Clark, of Eco.rse, born March 9, 1804, died Oct. 14, 1877.

Ebenezer Gould, of Owosso, born April 10, 1818, died Sept. 7, 1877.

Murdoc Frazer, of Saginaw City, born in Scotland, in 1812, died
, 1876.
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E. M. Perry, of Tuscola, born April 21, 1809, died 187—
Daniel M. Judd, of Drayton Plains, born Jan. 17, 1818, died , 1877.

Roswell Preston, of Pittsfield, born Oct. 2, 1804, died Sept. 7, 1877.

COUNTY SOCIETIES.

No official report, under the signature of the proper officers, as required
by law, has ever been received from any county pioneer society of the
State; newspaper copies of papers read before the Washtenaw County
Pioneer Society have been received from the Secretar}^ of the society and
placed on file ; but it is the opinion of your Secretary, that such cannot
be considered official reports meeting the requirements of law. It would
seem that written reports giving the proceedings of the annual meetings,
with the election of officers and committees, giving also the post-office

address of said officers, and proceedings of special meetings, together
with copies of papers read during the year, would constitute such a
report as could be properly filed. The State Society would then be able

through the proper officers to hold correspondence and transact business

with such societies, and interest of the members in all the societies would
be much increased.

DONATIONS.

Dr 0. C. CoMSTOCK, Marshall:
Obituary sketch of Rev. Calvin Clark. (Manuscript.)

, One "Hungarian Fund" bill, $5.00, dated Feb'y 2, 1852.

One $2.00 bill on " The Bank of Monroe," dated Oct. 6, 1835.

One $5.00 bill on " The Detroit & St. .Joseph Railroad Bank," dated
Jackson, March 9, 1840.

One $25.00 bill on " The Bank of Utica," No. 4825, 1838.

Mr. D. Clarkson, Northville

.

One $10.00 bill on " The River Raisin Bank," Monroe.
One " Northville Pioneers." (Manuscript.)

John Wiley & Sons, New York

:

'An Essay on New South Wales," by G. H. Reed, Sidney, Australia,

1876. (Unbound.)
James J. Hogaboam:

" Incidents of the early settlement of the Bean Creek Vallev," Hudson,
Mich., 1876. (Book.)

William Nowlin, Dearborn

:

The Bark-covered House. Detroit, 1876. (Book.)

Jonathan Shearer, Plymouth

:

Portrait of himself, taken when he was 70 years of age.

Samuel Zug, Detroit:
" Our State Motto," being five newspaper cuttings from numbers of the

"Detroit Tribune" of Oct., 1877.

Kansas State Historical Society:
List of the collections of the Kansas State Historical Society, with an

account of the organization of the society. (Pamphlet.)
" The Commonwealth," Topeka, Apr. 24, 1877, containing an historical

paper, entitled, the " Kansas Emigrant," by S. S. Prouty.
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Edwin Jerome, Detroit

:

History of the Jerome Family, read at the annual meeting of the
State Society, Feb'y 7, 1877. (Manuscript.)

Song of Edwin Jerome on his 64th birth-day, read at the family
gathering, Dec. 24, 1869. (Manuscript.)

Robert Yerkes, North ville

:

' Historical Essay," read at the dedication of the Town Hall at Novi,
Oakland Co., Sept. 9. 1876. (Manuscript.)

JoAB BiGELOw, Jackson :

Michigan 45 years ago. (Manuscript.) Presented Feb'y 7, 1877.
H. H. Beebe, New York:

"A trip from Utica., N. Y., to Mich, in 1838," being the diary of Silas

Beebe, with notes by his son. (Manuscript.)
Jacob Cornell, Lansing

:

History of Livingstone Count^^ (Manuscript.)
Daniel M. Judd, Drayton Plains:

Sketch of the life of Daniel S. Judd. (Pamphlet.)
C. B. Mills, Fremont:

A pamphlet, entitled, " Baptist Ministers," by F. W. Straight.

Don Henderson, Allegan

:

A copy of the "Allegan Journal," Jan'y 19, 1878, containing an
account of the annual meeting of the Allegan County Pioneer
Society, held Jan'y 16, 1877

Copies of the "Allegan .Journal," Jan'y 26 and Feb'y 2, 1878, contain-
ing history of the City of Detroit, by Don. Henderson.

J. D. Williams, Ann Arbor:
Newspaper cuttings, giving " Histoiy of the Town of Webster;" " His-

torical Sketch of the Village of Dexter;" "Early History of Ann
Arbor;" and "History of the Town of Superior."

Wm. M. Gregory, Saline

:

A copy of the " Michigan Argus," containing the proceedings of the
Washtenaw County Pioneer Society, held at Dexter, Dec. 6, 1876.

Wm. a. Clark, Saginaw:
Copies of the " Brighton Citizen " of Jan'y 3 and 10, 1878, containing

" By-gones of Brighton."
Judge Albert Miller, Bay City

:

A copy of tlie " Bay City Tribune " of Feb'v 5, 1877, containing pro-

ceedings of the Bay County Pioneer Society, Feb'y 3, 1877.
Sketch of the " Military Occupation of the Saginaw Valley," by Dr.

J. L. Whiting. (Manuscript.)
F. A. Dewey, Cambridge:

A copy of the " Tecumseh Herald," of June 28, 1877, containing the
proceedings of the Lenawee County Pioneers, at Clinton.

Also, a copy of the same paper of Nov. 1, 1877, containing sketch of
a pioneer party given on the occasion of the 80th birthday of Ezra
F. Blood.

Miscellaneous :

Copies of the " Lansing Republican " of Feb'y 9, 1877, and Jan'y 8,

11 and 22, 1878.
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The " Coldwater Reporter," Jan'y 10, 1878, containing sketch of the

life of Alex. Odren.
The "Kalamazoo Weekly Telegraph," Sept. 12, 1877, containing pro-

ceedings of the Kalamazoo County Pioneers at their 7th annual

meeting.
The " Jonesville Weekly Independent" of Nov. 29, 1877, containing

notice of the death of Henry Huff, aged 50 years

Levi Bishop, C. G. Tryon, and Brand, Humphrey & Co

:

A lithographic view of Detroit in 1820, in frame.

Levi Bishop, Detroit:

A copy of the " Detroit Commercial Advertiser " of Dec. 14, 1877, con-

taining a paper by himself on " Detroit and Gen. Hull in 1812."

Thomas W. Merrill, Lansing:
A pair of brass trunk handles, taken from the trunk of a French

officer, at Detroit, during the early Indian wars.

M. A. BoYNTON, Grand Haven :

A bit of split wood, having on its surface a curious impression of an

urn or anvil.

LEGISLATION.

The Legislature of 1877 made an appropriation of $1,000 for the

benefit of the State Pioneer Society, and said sum has been used to assist

in defraying the expense of publishing Vol. I. of the Pioneer Collections.

MICHIGAN PIONEER COLLECTIONS, VOL. I.

By virtue of the resolution adopted at the last annual meeting, there

has been placed in my care 1,500 copies of Vol. I., and by direction of

the Executive Committee, I am authorized to dispose of the same at $1.50

per copy.

ROOMS IN THE NEW CAPITOL. .

The Executive Committee, at its session on the 18th of January last,

prepared a petition which was presented to the State Board of Auditors,

asking that two rooms in the new Capitol be set apart for the use and
accommodation ot the society,

CONCLUSION.

The " Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan " has terminated four

years of varied experience, not devoid of the troubles and trials of

infancy. Its management thus far has been in the hands of noble

pioneer men, who witnessed the infant struggles of Michigan at the stormy
period, when she joined the sisterhood of States, and it is needless for

me to say that their unpaid labors and unrewarded efforts to secure the

advancement and interests of this society have been crowned with suc-

cess. They have already done much toward preserving the memory of

those early settlers who, brought up amid the blooming fields of cultured
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lands, left their fathers' homes, and with hearts of lofty daring, and
strong hands, pierced the gnarled and tangled groves of the beautiful

Peninsula, and lit their camp-fires on the lonely shore of our beautiful

lakes, in order to plant here the foundation of an empire state. We feel

sure that those who follow in their footsteps will bless the memories of

those pioneers who founded this society and have placed it on a solid

foundation, and guaranteed its success beyond a doubt. Judging the

future by the past, of their noble endeavors in this direction, we are con-

fident that they will not weary in well-doing, and we bespeak for the

managers, in order to lighten the onerous burdens imposed upon them,
the cordial co-operation of town, city and county pioneer societies through-
out the State.

As rooms in the new Capitol will undoubtedly be set apart for the

use of this societ}'', we hope, at no distant day, to see those rooms well

stored with relics of every description, that may serve to throw light

upon the early history and development of Michigan. Let us not be
laggard in this direction, nor linger behind our sister States, which have
already made or secured material for large historical collections, to be
presented in bound volumes. Michigan has an abundance of pioneer

historic resources that need to be developed by the hardy hands of

pioneer men and women, who are members of our society.

The assistance of those who are not members of our society, old and
yoimg, is earnestly solicited in its behalf.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

HARRIET A. TENNEY,
Recording Secretary.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF HISTORIANS OF THE MICHIGAN
STATE PIONEER SOCIETY, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING.

FEBRUARY 6, 1878.

To the President and Members of the Michigan State Pioneer Society

:

Your Committee of Historians beg leave to report, that at the annual
meeting of the society held in Lansing, February 2, 1876, the following

resolutions were adopted, viz :

Resolved, That a committee of five historians be elected by the Society

for the ensuing year, whose duties shall be to make such collections of

historical facts in regard to Michigan as they may be able, and to ar-

range the materials collected by the society for publication, and that

they shall publish one volume of collections in season to lay before the
next Legislature.

Resolved, That the historians be empowered to appoint as many aux-
iliary members throughout the State as they may think proper, and a
secretary from their own number, to whom they may allow such com-
pensation as may be proper and within the means of the society.

Tliis committee was composed of

—

J. C. HOLMES, of Detroit.

M. H. GOODKICH, of Ann Arbor.
O. C. COMSTOCK, of Marshall.

H. G. WELLS, of Kalamazoo.
HAKRIET A. TENNEY, of Lansing.

As soon after their appointment as convenient your committee met
in Lansing, adopted a plan of proceedings and issued circulars, which
may be found on pages 81, 82 and 83 of Vol. L, Pioneer Collections.

The plan adopted by the committee for the arrangement of the ma-
terial for Vol. I. was to insert:

1st. The legislative enactments relating to the matter.

2d. A general circular that was issued by the State Librarian.

3d. The proceedings of the State Society, from its inception up to and
including the year 1876.

4th. Give the name and location of every county that was ever set off

within the present bounds of the State ; the proclamations or acts setting

them off; the changes of names and boundaries of counties, with the

acts making such changes.
5th. Insert such information under its proper head as can be pro-

cured from pioneers of the several counties, the names of counties being
arranged in alphabetical order.

Upon examining the book it will be found that this plan has been
fully carried out.

The proclamations and the legislative acts for setting off and organ-

izing the counties were copied from the records in the State Library.

It was the desire of the committee to have the manuscript prepared
and ready for the printer by the first of September, 1876, but the delay
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of some of the persons in furnishing papers they had promised occa-

sioned a delay in completing the manuscript until November.
Your committee then made a contract with Messrs. W. S. George &

Co. as follows, viz

:

Memorandum of an agreement made this twenty-fifth day of Novem-
ber, A. D. 1876, by and between W. S. George and Company, printers and
binders, of Lansing, Michigan, of the one part, and the Pioneer Society

of the State of Michigan of the other part.

The said W. S. George and Company, in consideration of the cove-

nants and agreements on the part of said society hereinafter mentioned,

do hereby covenant and agree to and with the said Pioneer Society that

they will, at their own cost and expense, furnish paper and other mate-
rials necessary for the work to be done, and print from manuscript to be

furnished by said society fifteen hundred (1500) copies of the first volume
of the Pioneer Collections, to contain about six hundred (600) pages, the

same being Vol. I. of the Transactions of said society, and bind the same
in first class style and manner, and deliver the same to said society or

its secretary on tlie first Wednesday of February next, or as soon there-

after as mav be, for the sum of eighteen hundred and seventy-five dol-

lars, ($1,875.)

The paper for said work, and the style of printing and binding are to

be equally as good as that of the last volume of the Reports of the Pomo-
logical society of the State of Michigan.

The type is to be long-primer, excepting any official circulars that

may be inserted in said volume, which may be in smaller type, at the

option of the said societ}' or its secretar}^, but not to exceed five pages.

It is, however, understood that the said society or its secretary may
give such directions as to st34e of binding, lettering, and the like, as to

it or her niSLj seem proper, provided the expense is not thereby in-

creased.

The said printers are to use their new type, and W. S. George himself

is to read the proof, so as to insure correctness.

If on printing said work the number of pages shall be found to ex-

ceed six hundred (600) the price of the work shall be increased at the

rate of thirty-seven dollars ($37.00) for each sixteen pages, and if the

number of pages shall fall short of six hundred, (600) then the price is to

be lessened at the rate of thirty-seven ($37.00) dollars for each sixteen

pages the volume is so lessened.

The said Society, on its part, agrees to furnish the manuscript for said

work in due season, and to pay the price aforesaid as follows, viz : one-

half of said sum during the progress of said work, and the balance on de-

livery of the volume complete.

In witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed this instrument

the day and year above written.
(Signed,) W. S. GEORGE & CO.

JOHN C. HOLMES,\
H. G. WELLS,
M. H. GOODRICH, ) Committee.

0. C. COMSTOCK,
H. A. TENNEY,
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Work on the book was commenced soon after signing the contract,

but Messrs. W. S. George & Co. being the State Printers, were obliged, at

the commencement of the session of the Legislature, to lay the society's

work aside and give their whole attention to work furnished by the
State officers and the Legislature, so that instead of having Vol. I. of the
" Pioneer Collections " ready for distribution at the annual meeting in

February, 1877, as was the desire and expectation of your committee, it

was not ready until January, 1878. As soon as it came from the binders'

hands notice was mailed to each member of the society that the work
was completed and for sale at one dollar and fifty cents per copy, which
barely covers the expense.

The contract with the printer amounts to about $1.25 per copy, and
the expense of circulars, postage, copying from the original records, etc.,

amounts to fully twenty-five cents more per copy.

The account rendered by W. S. George & Co. for printing Vol. I. is

somewhat more than the contract calls for. This was occasioned by the
use of small type in printing the list of members, which occupied nine
pages ; also other pages of small type in excess of the number of pages
mentioned in the contract. Among the great number of names in the
book it was found that some were incorrectly spelled in the manuscript,
but they were corrected, as far as possible, in reading the proof. Such
changes are considered by the printers as extra work.

As a great deal of hard work has been bestowed upon this volume
in collecting and arranging the material, your committee hope it will

fully meet the expectations of the society.

At the annual meeting of the society held at Lansing on February
7th, 1877, your committee was requested to continue the work and make
preparations for a second volume. Considerable material is now on
hand for a second volume, but the delay in printing Vol. I. caused a

delay in the work of the committee, for many persons who wished to

contribute pioneer papers were unwilling to prepare them until Vol L
was in their hands, that they might see what had been accomplished.
This volume now being ready for distribution, it will show the result of

the labors of the committee ; they therefore deem it unnecessary to add
anyttiing more to this report.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN C. HOLMES,\
H. G. WELLS,

/

M. H. GOODRICH, ) Committee.

0. C. COMSTOCK,
H. A. TENNEY,
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EARLY FRENCH SETTLEMENTS IN MICHIGAN.

By James V. Campbell—Read February G, 1878.

It would be difficult to say anything very new concerning the French
discovery and settlement of Michigan. So man^^ persons have devoted

themselves to describing it that, while a few incidents are occasionally

found which have thus far escaped the press, the most that can be done
by any one is to give a new shake to the kaleidescope, and produce new
combinations from the old materials, I shall attempt no more in per-

forming the duty allotted to me.

The first thing which strikes most readers of colonial history is the

difference between French and English colonies in their beginnings and
in their later fortunes. And this difference is not in all respects easy to

be accounted for, although some matters are quite obvious. A brief

reference to some of the colonial antecedents will not be out of place.

The discovery of America was followed by a great revival of the

spirit of adventure, which very soon led to colonial enterprises in all

parts of the world. Spain for a long time took the lead in these adven-
tures, and set up colonies and factories extensively in America as well as

elsewhere. No other power made a more respectable show upon the sea,

and none had better soldiers or mariners. Her colonies were all depen-

dent provinces, either governed by viceroys or by other despotic authori-

ties, and the colonists had little if any advantage over their fellow-

subjects in Spain. Their glory fluctuated with that of the mother
country, and frightful abuses prevailed among them. When they became
independent, about half a century ago, their governments, though popu-

lar in form, were for a long time no improvement on what preceded

them, and even now they would not be deemed model republics. They
have never paid that regard to private freedom and constitutional re-

straint which is necessary to prosperity. The despotism of numbers is

quite as dangerous as that of single rulers. Despotism in some shape

has never disappeared.

The French adventurers preceded the English in effective work,

although they were not far apart. At that time the French sailors were
admirable mariners, and it is questionable vvhether, in spite of the great

English captains of that day whose deeds have become famous, they did

not on the whole surpass their island neighbors in the general quality of

their seamansliip. The principal adventurers were Normans, of the

same stock with their English rivals and closely resembling them.

While it is not easy in mixed blood to say which line predominates, w^e

can readily perceive in the dashing spirit of the great sea-captains the

same characteristics which a few centuries earlier sent the Norman ships

and spread the Norman conquests over every part of the known western

world. The Normans of France and England kept up their intercourse
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and retained similar ways long after the conquest; and even as late as

the earlier years of Queen Elizabeth it was not thought unlikely that

their governments might be made similar. The old custom of Nor-
mandy was so nearly that of England that the same commentators ex-

pounded both ; and their maritime usages were practically identical.

The French as colonists, in the proper sense of the term, were many
years in advance of the English, and began with more sober aims. The
English were ver}^ bold explorers, but most of them had far more of the

spirit of buccaneering and freebooting, and far less humanity in dealing

with the natives. Before any permanent English colonies were well

established they became involved in domestic difficulties with the na-

tional government, having ceased to favor such enterprises or pay much
regard to them ; and their neglected infancy was one of the reasons why
they at last became so independent of trans-Atlantic management as to

outgrow it entirely.

Between the beginnings of French colonization and the time wdien

the English colonies began to increase, French institutions had been
tending more and more towards centralization. At the time when the

first settlements were made in Michigan, the absolutely personal govern-

ment of Louis XIV. had become supreme, and was as active in this re-

gion—then known as New France—as it was in France itself. The king
was also zealous in enforcing religious uniformity. While there was
considerable jealousy between the two great clerical orders of the colony,

the Jesuits and the Recollets, or Franciscans, they held between them
substantial authority over all religious matters. For various reasons

both the religious and secular officials were opposed to the settlement of

remote posts. A system of personal oversight was maintained over every

man who came into the country, and there is no instance recorded, and
probably none existed, where any one ever settled down in the wilder-

ness as a squatter or pioneer, and cleared a farm for himself. There
were no farming settlements except under restricted and fixed regula-

tions, and every one who went into the woods, licensed or unlicensed,

went as a roving adventurer and not as a settler. The number of these

roving people must at times have been not much, if any, less than that

of the fixed inhabitants near the sea-shore. In this—contrary to our

later experience—the Canadian colonists differed radically from the Eng-
lish. These, in the early days, seldom became hunters or trapx:)ers in

any great numbers. Even after the cession of New York by the Dutch,

the English exploring expeditions contained more Dutch than English

rovers, and the Dutchmen were much more successful in dealing with

the Indians, who got along very well with them and with the French,

but not so well with Englishmen.
The French policy was chiefly directed, so far as the back country was

concerned, to managing and controlling the fur trade and its supplemen-
tary branch of a return barter with the Indians. All of this trade was a

monopoly, confined to favored persons or companies, and at no time

opened to general competition. As a matter of universal experience,

such monopolies always raise up a formidable irregular trade ; and in

this region the persons concerned in the illicit business were those of the
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highest rank and importance, who generally managed to protect their

own emissaries and associates, and procure for them sooner or later such
advancement as was possible in the colony.

The immigrants that came in considerable numbers from various
j)arts of France, but chiefly from Normandy and the other northern and
northwestern provinces, were to an unusual extent men of intelligence

and enterprise. Men of all ranks and conditions swarmed in—mostly
those who were anxious to better their doubtful fortunes, and many who
were uneas}'' under the restraints of the intolerable burdens on French
industry. A great many veteran officers and soldiers were discharged
or retired, and found it difficult to live in comfort upon their unprofit-

able estates. The policy of the country had made trade an honorable
calling, and the impoverished noblesse who could not always obtain a
footing in the companies, or a share in the legitimate trade of the coun-
try, found themselves in a measure compelled to resort to some kind of

enterprise to procure a living. The result was that quite early in the
colonial times the whole country was visited and explored by intelligent

adventurers, whose knowledge of its condition, though for obvious rea-

sons never officially published, enabled the subsequent explorers to pro-

ceed more boldly and directly in the line of their journeys.

There was no Indian tribe to which many rovers of the lower classes

had not joined themselves as adopted members. Many of these persons
were not wanting in shrewdness, and they secured great infiuence. The
retired officers seldom took up any intimate relationship with single

tribes, but their sagacity and force of character made them acknowledged
leaders of the white men, and gave them controlling influence among the

Indians. They could at any time collect a formidable following for any
enterprise they desired to attempt, and they were welcome guests among
all the western tribes. Accordingly there is hardly any instance—if

there is any—of any settlement, military, civil or religious, or of any ex-

pedition authorized by the government to explore the country, which
had not been preceded by the visits of one or more of the distinguished

adventurers, who did more than all others to extend the French power
and reputation and maintain the French ascendency among the Indians.

And it is greatly to their credit that nothing can be found in history

so honorable in the mutual confidence and esteem between Indians
and white men, as the relations of these brave and spirited chief-

tains with the tribes among which they moved. In spite of the desire

which most of them no doubt felt of bettering their fortunes as quickly as

possible, they retained the respect of the Indians by frankness and cour-

tesy, and by the evidence they gave that personal greed seldom if ever

destroyed their patriotism or their pride of character. Men lost no favor

among these people by shrewdness in trading, if they did not forfeit their

esteem in some other way. The way was readily opened for them wher-
ever they chose to go, and it is very well known that the chief expeditions

for exploring purposes were suggested by the reports of the advances of

these wandering pioneers, of whom DuLuth is an illustrious example,
who had either seen or heard of the remote regions and waters through
which with the same persistent faith which first led Columbus westward,

7
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a route was sought to the Indies as the only great good worth seeking.

It is worth}'^ of remark, however, that none of the great leaders of the
wood-rangers was ever seduced into pursuing the fabulous and unsub-
stantial glory of the Indies to the better country with which they were
familiar. Their counsel alwaj^s urged the occupation of the territory

that they knew ; and the fortunes of this country would have been very
different if the substance had been given up for the shadow. It seems
almost incredible that for a hundred and fifty years the statesmen of

both France and England not only refused to favor the occupation of

the country which now forms the strength of the United States, but did
all in their power to hinder it, and keep the wilderness unbroken.

The condition of affairs rendered it impossible to make settlements

without government sanction. We are therefore entirely in the dark
concerning any fixed plans of rendezvous or resort of the wood rangers.

It is probable they had such establishments here and there as temporary
trading posts, and there are some reasons for supposing they had such
resorts ver}^ early indeed on the island of Mackinaw, and on Detroit

river; but, whatever these may have been, they never took any perma-
nent form, and were probably no more than temporary encampments.
The chief significance of these earlier matters is found in the evident
fact that the posts afterwards established were all located with a knowl-
edge of localities and surroundings that could not have been obtained from
an}' cursory examination, or from any information derived by the founders
from investigations made at the time. The places chosen were manifestly
chosen because their merits were already understood.

The first French traveler of note suj^posed to have visited Michigan,
was Champlain. This cannot certainly be determined from his journals.

Like some other old writers, he has been annotated b}^ editors who have
undertaken to fix the location of points which he mentions, according to

their own geographical theories, when a different route would seem quite

reconcilable with the same descriptions. It is well known that the same
Indian names of tribal settlements and haunts are frequently found in

diflFerent places. The French government on more than one occasion

asserted that he passed the Detroit, and his maps show that he knew
the connection of lake Huron with lake Erie. One of the missions which
were results of his explorations was near the head of St. Clair river, on
the east side of lake Huron.

But various reasons, chiefly connected with the first English conquest
and the subsequent colonial troubles with the Five Nations, seem to have
entirely diverted attention for many years from the Lake country. Here
and there a chance reference is made, but there was no interest in it.

Mississippians as well as traders from time to time visited the upper
country ; but after the Iroquois drove out the Hurons from their homes
in Upper Canada, there was very little known intercourse with any part

of what is now Michigan, until the missions were joined at Sault Ste.

Marie and Mackinaw in 1668 These missions, which were founded by
men of celebrity, and which were maintained with some variations of

locality longer than almost any others in the country, indicate very well

the spirit of the time in regard to colonization.
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The Mississippians, who represented the views of a powerful party or

interest, appear in the double capacit}" of explorers of distant regions,

and of pastors of the Indians, whom they desired to keep separate from
the Frenchmen who traversed the country. Their opposition to French
settlements was no doubt due to their fears that the Indians would become
demoralized by them ; but they became valuable pioneers in exploring,

and, whether first in the field or not, on which there is some dispute,

they, beyond question, furnished much of the earliest reliable geograph-
ical knowledge preserved in the maps and relations of the period. Father
Marquette, who was among the most eminent of those connected with
our early history, took a prominent part in founding these missions.

His death, at the mouth of the river named after him, and his burial in

the chapel at St. Ignace, were events which will always keep his name
prominent in our annals as one of the few distinguished men of those

days who lived and died in our territory.

As these were the first, so they were the only missions which pre-

ceded the important military and civil settlements during the French
period. There were miner stations subsequently founded at L'Anse,
L'Arbu Croche, and other points on lake Michigan, but none that had
any historical importance.

The post at Mackinaw became almost immediately important for mil-

iiary purposes ; as the villages of the principal Indian tribes of the north
were gathered about the straits, which was the road for canoes coming
and going in all quarters, no point was at first so central for the traders.

Mackinaw became at once, and continued until Detroit was founded, the

great centre of Indian traffic. This made it necessary to have the govern-
ment represented by skillful and brave officers, who might prevent tribal

jealousies and disturbances, and cultivate relations with the tribes to

secure their friendship and alliance. As early as 1671 a great carnival

was held at Sault Ste. Marie with the upper lake Indians, by St. Lusson,
who was sent to the north-west to hunt for the South sea, at the same
time that LaSalle and others were started towards the Ohio. About this

same time two of the intended companions of LaSalle, Dollier and
Galinee, visited the neighborhood of Detroit, but made no stay and
returned eastward through Canada.

The next settlement, in point of time, was made in 1679 by LaSalle,

at the mouth of St. Joseph's river. This was during the course of the

expedition which set out from Niagara river in the Griffin, famous as

the first sailing vessel that ever came westward. The traditions relate

that LaSalle was urged by some of his companions to establish himself

on Detroit river, but that his instructions would not permit it. As
he immediately thereafter set up posts at the St. Joseph and on the
Illinois river, which were regarded as valuable, it is probable that at the

time of his passage the Indian settlements in the vicinity of Detroit were
not as eligible for trading purposes as those near lake Michigan, and the

country was somewhat exposed to the incursions of the Iroquois. As he
sent some of his men ahead of him to winter near Detroit, there must
have been Indians and possibly Frenchmen in the country ; but the

strange habit of the early writers who described their own voyages, of
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making no mention whatever of important places on their route, pre-

vents us from knowing whether their silence on this matter has any sig-

nificance concerning the occupation. The fort on the St. Joseph was
afterwards moved about 20 leagues up the river, and was there in

Charlevoix' time, 1721.

The next Michigan post erected by authority was a second fort St.

Joseph, established by DuLuth near the present Fort Gratiot, in 1686.

The object of this was to intercept the emissaries of the English, who
were anxious to open traffic with the Mackinaw and lake Superior

nations. The Dutch, while in possession of New York, had secured a

considerable clandestine trade, but do not appear to have left home to

seek it. The English began to covet it as soon as they became settled in

that province. The ravaging of the Huron country, in the Peninsula of

Upper Canada, by the Iroquois, did not have the expected effect of giving

the latter the control of the beaver traffic, which was the chief article of

desire in New York. The northern Ottawas and Chippewas had control

of the largest fur country which was accessible in that direction, and
the posts near the southern end of lake Michigan commanded the

remainder of the western business. The French posts in Michigan and
westward left very little to be gathered by the New York traders, and
they determined, as there was then peace between France and England,

to pusli forward their agencies and endeavor to deal with the western

and northern Indians in their own country. The French government

not only plainly asserted the title of France, but as plainly threatened

to use all requisite force to expel intruders. Anticipating correctly that

the English would attempt to make lake Huron from the east without

passing up Detroit river, DuLuth placed his fort at the outlet of the

lake into the St. Clair river. About the same time an expedition was

planned against the Senecas, and the chivalric Tonty, commanding
LaSalle's forts of St. Louis and St. Joseph, of lake Machigan, and LaDu-
rantage, the veteran commander of Mackinaw, were employed to bring

down the French and Indian auxiliaries to take part in the war. It so

happened that the important expeditions sent out by Governor Doryan
under Roseboom and Major McGregory, to open trade with the northern

Indians were intercepted and captured, the first on lake Huron by
LaDurantage, and the second on lake Erie by the combined forces of

Tonty, DuLuth and LaDurantage, which had made a junction at a post

then existing for some purpose at or near the present city of Detroit, and

gone down lake Erie in company. As France and England were then

at peace, and James II. was on remarkably good terms with the French

king, the captured prisoners were after a time compelled by the Crown
to be unwillingly given up by the Canadian governor ; but the steps he

had taken were such as to deter any further attempts of the English for

several years. All the subsequent efforts made by the latter were

indirect "and intriguing. Various claims were set up under pretence of

cessions from the Iroquois, but they were unfounded and futile.

It was chiefly to prevent any further mischief and to secure more
effectually the French supremacy, that LaMotte Cadillac, who had great

influence over the savages, succeeded, after various plans urged by him
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had been shelved by hostile colonial intrigues, in getting permission from
Count Pontchartrain to begin a settlement in Detroit ; his purpose was
from the beginning to make not only a military post, but also a civil

establishment for trade and agriculture. He was more or less thwarted
and opposed by the monopolists and by the Mackinaw missionaries, and
was subjected to severe persecutions. He finally triumphed and obtained
valuable privileges and the right of a seigneury. Craftsmen of all kinds
were induced to settle in the town, and trade flourished. He succeeded
in getting the Hurons and man}^ of the Ottawas to leave Mackinaw and
settle about Fort Pontchartrain. In spite of all the opposition he
encountered from his greedy enemies in the colony, as well as the

dangerous intrigues of the New York trading interests, his post was
advancing rapidly in value and importance, when he was selected to

become Governor of the new province of Louisiana, which had been
granted to Crozat and his associates, under a charter resembling that" of

the East India Company.
Immediately after his removal Detroit was exposed to an Indian

siege, instigated by the English emissaries, and conducted by the Mas-
coutins and Outagamies, the same people who made the last war on the

whites in the territory of Michigan, under Black Kawk, a century and a

quarter later. The tribes allied to the French came in with alacrity and
defeated and almost annihilated the assailants, of whom a thousand were
put to death. Unfortunately for the country the commanders who suc-

ceeded Cadillac for many years were narrow-minded and selfish, and not

disposed to advance any interests beyond the lucrative traffic with the

Indians for furs and peltries. It was not until 1734 that any new grants

were made to farmers, although twelve years earlier the French Govern-
ment had urged this policy. The colonial magnates and their subserv-

ient and interested subordinates had contrived to evade their duty until

more wise chief officers were installed. The abuses practiced with im-
punity in these distant regions were very great, and never would have
been submitted to if the population had not been purposely kept down to

insignificant numbers. The Norman people were very apt to make
things uncomfortable when they were numerous enough to have any
power in their hands ; and the extortions of some of the early officials

were fully as annoying as less than a century before had turned Nor-
mandy up-side-down under the riots of the Nu-pilds against the hard
enactions of the polic}'' of Cardinal Richelieu ; only the lack of local self-

government had rendered this brave people partially helpless against

public abuses.

In 1734 the Governor General, Beauharnois, who had sincerely desired

to build up the country, made a series of land grants upon eas}^ conditions,

requiring very moderate annual dues, and reserving the usual fines on
sales. There were a few purely nominal burdens, never insisted on,

never important, including certain reserves of mines, minerals and ship-

timber, arid mill-service, if there should be a public mill. These annual
dues were so trifling in amount as never to have been onerous, being

payable mostly in grain, and the purely money dues being commutable.
The town lots paid larger dues, which, however, were very light. The
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immediate effect of this policy, which appears to have been somewhat
anticipated by settlements before made, by leave of some of the com-
manders, in the faith that it would be adopted by the Governor General,

was to give quite an impetus to agriculture. Within the town of Detroit

were many skilled artisans of various kinds, prominent among whom
were workers in metal, including black and white smiths of all kinds,

cutlers, lock-makers, gold and silver workers, and the like. The Indian

market was good for all sorts of trinkets and implements. There were
also excellent carpenters and masons.

It has been overlooked by most persons that the buildings of the

early period were often not only well, but handsomely built, of the best

material. In describing houses convej- ed by deeds in the town of Detroit,

they are sometimes described as built piece per piece, which may have
been in the ordinary style of log houses, but which, in the better class

were timber or block-houses of smooth finish. These w^ere usually either

of oak or cedar, the latter of which was brought from a distance. The
Huron church at Sandwich was built of very large timbers of white

cedar, which never decayed. The very ancient French houses near

Detroit, of the better class, were very generally of cedar. But there was
a saw-mill in the pine region, near lake Huron or St. Clair river, at a

very early day ; dates are not preserved ; but the pinery was well known
before 1742, and the mill and the lumber are mentioned in a public

report of the resources of the post in 1749. During the Pontiac war, one

of the first massacres w^as of Sir Robert Davis and some companions who
had gone thither.

Quarries were also worked before 1749, and probably very much
earlier, at Monguagon and Stony Island. In 1763 there were several

lime-kilns within the present limits of Detroit, and not only stone found-

ations but stone buildings existed in the settlement. During the siege

of Detroit, one stone building, which must have been quite old, was
demolished for the sake of the stone to be used for other purposes.

As Detroit was the only place where there were any land grants

(except a small settlement at the Saut de Ste. Marie, in the latter days of

French dominion) most of our information concerning the doings of the

French, aside from hunting and trading, are derived from that point.

Agriculture was carried on profitably, and supplies were exported

quite early from that settlement, consisting chiefly of corn and wheat,

and possibly beans and peas. Cattle, horses and swine were raised in

considerable numbers, but salt was so expensive that very little, if any,

meat was salted for sale. Salt springs were known near lake St. Clair

and on the river Rouge, and some salt was boiled in both places, but not

probably such as would have been available for packing.

Farming was superficial and not thorough, although gardening and
fruit raising appear to have been more cared for. The land required

little manuring, and raised good crops for many years in succession with

no special care. Apples and pears were good and abundant. Peaches

also were, in 1796, spoken of by Mr. Weld as of great excellence. Little

mention is made of the smaller fruits, but cherries and currants were

undoubtedly raised in many of the homesteads.
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There were several wind mills and numerous water mills all along
the river near Detroit, most of which were grist mills. The lack of roads
made the streams serve as common highways, and these mills were very
accessible. One of the important industries was fishing, and white fish

formed a valuable element in the provision market, fresh or dried and
smoked. They were not in the earlier times put up in brine as they are
now, and a slight salting was sufficient when they were smoked. Sugar
was often used with or instead of salt in thus curing them.

During the French and English war, Detroit was the principal source
of supplies to the French troops west of Lake Ontario, and furnished a
large quota of men also. During this period the upper posts were not
much involved in these affairs. It was supposed an attempt would be
made by the English to capture Detroit, and the commander was instruct-

ed to defend it to the last extremity. It was thought, and probably with
truth, that this could be done successfully. Accordingly when it was
announced that the western posts were included in the capitulation of

Montreal, Bellestre was naturally incredulous, and was with difficulty

persuaded that such was the fact.

Some criticism has been made of the alleged disloyalty of the French
before and during the Pontiac war. Very few of them took any active

part in that war, or encouraged its barbarities. As soon as definite news
of the treaty of peace was received, they all, except some men of no
standing, acquiesced in the change of government; and the French mil-
itia of Detroit, officered by French gentlemen who had commanded them
before, were sent up to Mackinaw and elsewhere, and did duty at home
in the English service, and acted with complete fidelity. It would not
have been very much to their credit if they had been over-zealous before

it was known that France would not be able to retain her old possessions
;

and the treaty was not officially known in Detroit until some months
after the siege began. It was the recognition by the French of their

new allegiance that disconcerted Pontiac and destroyed his plans.

As Michigan was entirely beyond the range of the revolted American
colonies, there was very little known sympathy with the United States

during the revolution, although there were some indications of it. After

the possession was secured by the United States, there was no disaffection

among the French people. The first election of delegates to the Assem-
bly of the Northwest Territory resulted in the choice, as one of them, of

the Chevalier Chabert de Joncaire, who had served with credit in both
the French and the English forces, and he was useful and respected.

The training and habits of the older settlers had given them no knowl-
edge of municipal government, and this was the main cause of colonial

weaknc ss; and it was long before they learned to take their part in pol-

itical business.

The management of affairs during the whole French rule was chiefiy

military. There were in Detroit, and in some other posts, public notaries

empowered to transact most of the conveyancing and probate business of

the people. There were also some officials having pplitical power during
the French possession ; but nothing very definite is known about this,

and the business could not have been very important.
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Socially the French inhabitants were an admirable people. There
were many families of gentle blood, and wealth and refinement. All,

both gentle and simple, seem to have possessed a spirit of courtesy and
urbanity which greatly endeared them to the Indians, who always pre-

ferred them to an}^ other white race. They loved simple pleasures and
social enjoyment; kept open house to all comers, and were usually frugal
and industrious enough to meet their occasions, without any anxiety to

pursue gain for its own sake. They Avere not, however, lacking in spirit

or enterprise, and the whole country was traversed by their agents, and
dotted with their trading houses. Their business ventures, even with
ourpresent facilities, would have been respectable, and were sometimes
very bold and extensive. The Detroit merchants controlled most of the
western traffic, and were known everywhere. Their earnestness in busi-

ness was beyond doubt .that of most merchants now.
There was no protestant element before the British conquest of Can-

ada, and the people were strongl}^ attached to their churches, and the
clergy were accomplished and influential. Several of the early mission-
aries and pastors were men of great learning and scholarly ambition.
We are indebted to them for much of our knowledge of the Indians and
their languages, and for a large share of the historical records which
have been preserved. The people, though pious, were not bfgoted, and
their association with men of a different race and belief led to no diffi-

culties.

While there is always a strong temptation to dwell upon the domestic
ways of our predecessors, this has been done so well by others who have
prepared papers for the Society, that there is little room for adding to

their work. Many pleasant memories come freshly before us, of charm-
ing households and hospitable homes, of delightful summer and winter
holidays and festivals, of bounteous gardens and orchards, of noisy
crowds on the water and on the shore, gathering in the silvery shoals of
whitefish by daylight, and the glaring, blazing fires in the night-time ;

—

of long wedding trains in pony carts and caleches, and of cariole vans
on the smootli ice of Detroit river and up the windings of the Rouge,
worthy of the rhymes of a modern Pindar. But this is not the time or

place to indulge in these reminiscences— and yet they are inseparable
from the kindly and worthy people who first opened this land to culture,

and whose memory should always be esteemed by those who have suc-

ceeded to their inheritance.
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BIOGRAPHICAL PvEMINI«CENCES.

By. H. G. Wells—Eead February 6. 1878.

It is always proper that we should give thanks to an overruling

Providence for the benefits conferred upon us during life, for plain food,

for clean and comfortable raiment, for pure water and an invigorating

atmosphere. All these contribute to health, and without health the

chance for happiness is limited. But while we are giving thanks for all

these blessings, if on some fine, sunny Sunday morning, in our attend-

ance at church the minister, in his fervent prayer, after recounting all

other blessings, should sum up by thanking Divine wisdom that we have
our homes in the State of Michigan, why should we not sa}- Amen, and
Amen? In our preparation and struggle for admission as a State into

the Union through the years 1835, 1836 and 1837, w-e were limited in

population, resources and improvements, as compared with the Michigan
of to-day; and yet we had then the foundation upon which has been
built a superstructure to stand for centuries to come—a superstructure,

many parts of which have been commended and copied by other States

of this Union. From its southerly extreme to its northern margin,
Michigan has a line of about four hundred miles, over a large portion

of w^hich the climate is acted upon and modified by the lake surround-
ings^ with soil of remarkable fertility, and through the instrumentality

of both we have products of cereals and fruits equal in quality, if not

superior to those of any portion of the world; and for renewing a soil

that might possibly show exhaustion by bad methods of cultivation, we
can grow all the varieties of clover and other grasses known to " Wood's
botany," or any of the learned professions at the Agricultural College

or University. If the whole world was dependent for full supplies of

iron and copper on the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, we could say to

the mining laborer and expert of Great Britain and all Europe, come to

us and the demand shall be met. Here on the rock-bound shore of

Lake Superior, the greatest fresh water inland sea of the w^orld, are min-
eral deposits to enlist the labor of yourselves and your descendants for

several hundred years to come. I have spoken a word of the resources

of Michigan. One skilled in words, without any play of the imagination,

might talk an entire day of the resources of this goodly county of Ingham,
of what has been developed within its limits by an intelligent and in-

dustrious people; and yet it constitutes but a small portion of this entire

State. But w^e are not here for the purpose of making an estimate of

the aggregate resources of a county or the entire State, or of rearing a

column of figures to exiiibit how much of our own products we have
consumed, or how much we have exported; we have come up to the

capital city of our State for the purpose of getting in some facts in refer-

ence to men among whom we have lived, who we have had the oppor-



106 Pioneer Society of Michigan.

tunity to observe and know, so that these facts may be used by the future

historian of Michigan. It has been said that the best way to learn liis-

tory is by the biography of its leading men. Unless the names, the ac-

tions and characteristics of the men now dead, but who were in part the
pioneers of Michigan, are put in record form by their surviving asso-

ciates, for the use of the historian, a brief time will elapse and the brain
that treasures the facts for history will cease to act, the mind that might
have traced them on the record will have forgotten its cunning, and the

little mound of earth that covers the mortal remains will never give

back a date or single fact. No traveler comes back from that bourn to

give you knowledge of the past. I am not the oldest man among the

pioneers of Michigan, and yet I have seen and personally known every
Governor of the Territory and State of Michigan from, but not including

William Hull on to the present incumbent, and I propose now to give

my own impressions of the men.
Gen. Lewis Cass I knew some years after he ceased to be the Territo-

rial Executive. In the canvass, when the General was a candidate for

the Presidency, some zealous opponent said of him that he had held

office so long that his pay drawn from the Treasury of the United States,

in silver coin and placed on wagons would have required several pairs

of horses to have moved it. This I suppose vras an exaggeration, and I

mention it to show what the politicians will sometimes resort to in lieu

of proper argument. He was a man of large ability, natural and ac-

quired, and history will accord to him great excellence of character in

every respect. If his reputation should stand on his literary acquire-

ments alone, it would not be limited to the nation that gave him birth.

A distinguished citizen of Michigan, in his address at the laying of the

corner-stone of the new capitol, said that all the governors and acting

governors of the State of Michigan " had proved faithful and true to

their trusts." Beyond question this statement is true of the dead gov-

ernors, and I only intend to speak of the dead in this address. You can

always make the best estimate of a man's character and qualities when
he has ceased to be, when he is gone, so that he can no more jostle his

fellow-men.

George B. Porter, the last Territorial Governor of Michigan, by Presi-

dential appointment, a Pennsylvanian by birth, well educated, an ac-

tive man, his presence impressed you with the idea that he realized the

importance of his position. General Jackson and James Buchanan
were his ideals of patriotism and political eminence. In an interview I

had with him in July, 1833, 1, praised his horses, of which he had a
number of beautiful thoroughbreds, and he actually, for a time, enter-

tained the idea of giving me a commission as a justice of the peace, but

on second thought, hearing that I was politically a " dyed-in-the-

wool " Whig, he changed his mind, and then the commission never

reached me. Governor Porter was rapidly advancing in the kind and
favorable opinion of the people of the Territory when he died suddenly,

July 6th, 1834. His wife, a lady of great excellence of character, of win-

ning manners, of fine personal appearance, will always be kindly re-

membered by those who were fortunate in having made her acquaint-
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ance. Stevens T. Mason, Secretary of the Territory, by virtue of his

office became acting Governor at the decease of George B. Porter, and so

officiated until the latter part of 1835, when he became involved, with

Ohio, in a question as to the southern boundary of our proposed State.

While the troops of Michigan, including the crack company, the " Brady

Guards" of Detroit, were on the contemplated bloody field, where now

stands the city of Toledo, our Governor mounted on a milk-white steed,

with floating banner and waving plume, ready to do battle for the right,

received orders from President Jackson to retire with his forces—in fact, to

go back into the nothingness of private life, and that his successor had

been appointed, ^ • n
His successor, as Secretary of the Territory and ea; o^ao Governor,

John S. Horner, an impulsive man, a Virginian, who always talked

as though he thought Virginia intellect and Virginia manhood was

ninety-nine per cent, above par. He had one redeeming quality. He
had gotten unto himself a most estimable lady for a wife, whose pleasant

ways and intelligent talk kept him in friendly relationship with others.

His term of service was very short, with little opportunity to brmg him-

self into notice or endear himself to the people.

On the final admission of Michigan into the Union, Stevens T. Mason

was inaugurated as Governor. In view of the fact that he had only

reached his twenty-third year, and that his experience was limited, he

served his constituents well and faithfully. He was of fine personal

bearing, with social qualities that made him very attractive, especially

with the ladies. He removed to the city of New York, and there with

with prospects bright for success in the law, he died, yet a young man.

Next in the succession was William Woodbridge, a learned man,

great as a lawyer and distinguished in all the political positions he ever

held. I speak not disparagingly of any man living or dead, when I say

that no one has filled the office of Governor of Michigan with more of

ability, more of independence and more integrity than Wilbam Wood-

bridge.

J. Wright Gordon, acting Governor of Michigan after the resignation

of William Woodbridge, was deemed an able lawyer and faithfully dis-

charged all the duties of this and many other political positions confer-

red upon him by the people.

John S. Barry served several terms as Governor—a dark-eyed, dark-

complexioned, heavy man. Whenever any one imagined that he was a

public officer to be used for purposes of private gain, he was mistaken.

When you put your hand upon him for any such purpose, he was cold

as the dorsal fin of a big fish in deep water, on Christmas day, out near

Newfoundland. Your honeyed words did not mislead him. \ our web

of sophistry did not entangle him. He never took money out of the

treasury that did not belong to him, and he did not intend that any one

else should do so. If an official had thrust his hand into the treasury

and drawn out, without sanction of the law, a sum of money, John S.

Barry would have followed him the whole length of Grand River with a

shot-gun and put a charge of duck-shot in him, unless he had dropped

the money. With an abrupt manner, and never intending to make ex-
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hibition of his scholarship, yet he was really distinguished for his learn-
ing, and it has been said with seeming authority that his suggestions as

to the arrangements for professorships and courses of study in the Uni-
versity were received by the Regents with marked favor. Liberalit}' and
charity may not have been characteristics ol the Governor, but they
were of his wife. Her kindly ministrations and charitable donations for

the benefit of the poor and destitute were widely known in the county
of her residence.

Epaphroditus Ransom for many years officiated as one of the Cir-

cuit Supreme Judges of Michigan before assuming the office of Governor.
While upon the bench he managed to conduct his farm, on which he
had his residence, with much of intelligence and skill. He prided him-
self on his ownership of improved breeds of cattle and other farm stock,

and his judgment in such matters was often complimented by his farmer
friends. While on his circuit, nothing pleased him so well as a half-

hour's talk with intelligent pioneer attendants upon court, and always
upon the subject of agriculture. He thus became a great favorite with
the farmers, who rejoiced in his election to the executive office. He was
a man of commanding appearance, great firmness of purpose, and always
made diligent effort to discharge faithfully his official duties After his

service in public life in Michigan, he received a Presidential appoint-
ment in Kansas, removed there, and soon after died. His last years
were clouded b}'' pecuniary embarrassment, resulting in a strong desire

to pay indebtedness which was accomplished by the sale of his beautiful

homestead at Kalamazoo at a time of great real estate depression. This
was truly a misfortune, as he had acquired the property bj' a life of in-

dustry, much of it spent in the service of the State of Michigan.
Andrew Parsons, elected as Lieutenant Governor, became acting Gov-

ernor on the resignation of Robert McClelland in 1853. He held posi-

tion as State Senator and Regent of the University. He had high repu-
tation in all his political positions as a man of learning, business ability

and integrit}'. With every prospect of future usefulness, he died while
yet a young man.

Kinsley S. Bingham, holding his first important political position as

member and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the State of

Mfchigan for two sessions in 1838 and 1839, then Representative in Con-
gress from 1847 to 1851, was subsequently elected Governor and inaugu-
rated in 1855, holding the office two 3'ears. The grangers of the country
at the present day may take courage and profit by the example of Gov-
ernor Bingham. He followed the avocation of faimer for many years,

and his success was as marked iii this as in his subsequent career as

CTOvernor rnd United States Senator. Method, S3'stem and patient in-

dustry were the great powers by which Kinsley S. Bingham obtained
and held the warm affections of the people of this State, and to-day there

are thousands of the older people of Michigan who place him among the

highest on the roll of fame.
Moses Wisner gave his life to his country, in command of one of the

best organized regiments that left Michigan during the rebellion—

a

regiment having among its members the very best of the farm popula-
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tion of Oakland and adjoining counties. A practice at the bar, con-
tinued through man}^ years, with marked habits of industry and careful
observation of men, qualified him in a peculiar manner for service as
Governor, to which position he was elected in 1859. His messages, for

the exhibition of wise, practical thought, are models. When he died
and his remains were brought back from Kentucky, to mingle with the
soil of this state, that he long had loved so well, grief was not narrowed
by county or district limits

;
it extended to the whole people of the State.

They knew and realized that a patriot and statesman was dead.
Henry H. Crapo, plain, honest, always useful. In public or private

life I have never known one man speak harshly of Henry H. Crapo, who
was emphatically the people's Governor from 1865 to 1868. His legisla-

tive experience in our state has left a record well known to his immediate
constituents and deemed creditable throughout Michigan. He was emi-
nently practical in all his efforts in life. In commercial, mercantile
and manufacturing pursuits before he made his residence in the west, he
had acquired such reputation as method, industry and integrity will ever
give to any man, and the same qualities gave to him in this State suc-
cess in his extensive lumber business and farm improvements.

I have thus far spoken of the men, now dead, who have honored
themselves and the State in the discharge of executive duties, and the
rule for myself forbids that I should speak of the character of those who
still live. I may however say, here, quietly, among ourselves, what does
not affect their character, that the}" severally weigh from one hundred
and twenty-five to three hundred pounds, enjoying fair health, and have
all except the present incumbent closed their accounts with the State
treasury, having drawn their salaries with great regularity.

A word as to judicial officers that I have personally known, and who
are numbered with the dead : William A. Fletcher and George Morrdl
among the older judicial officers of the Territory and State were eminent-
ly qualified for the positions they occupied. In the performance of cir-

cuit court duties, with them, involving an immense amount of labor, as
well as in the disposal of questions of law in the Supreme Court, they
had the full confidence of the bar, and the people recognized them as pure
men in the discharge of public duties. Warner Wing, Charles W\ Whip-
ple, George Martin, Edward Alundy, George Miles and Abner Pratt, long
acting as Circuit and Supreme .Judges of Michigan ; Ross Wilkins, .John
W. Longyear and H. H. Emmons of the United States courts : it might
be inscribed on their monuments, that they had learning, industry and
integrit}^, qualifying them for their several positions, and if a single fault

was found with any of them during life, there is a mantle of charity with
us who survive, broad as the sk}^ and white as the snow, to cover it out
of sight.

The chancellors of Michigan were only enough in number to furnish
a possible opportunity to contrast their respective cjualifications ; but for-

tunately no word ever attached to either, and the names of Farnsworth
and Manning have been placed upon the records of the States as tried^

able and true. Equity implies, something above the law, and the dead
chancellors of Michigan, in character and standing of the profession,
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have given a stronger significance to the words justice and impartiality.

Let me close my imperfect sketch of the judicary by naming to you
Judge Solomon Sibley, to whom I presented an introductory note, at

Detroit in July 1833. His head, his face, his address impressed you with

with the idea that the President of the United States was not at fault

when he gave him his commission as a Territorial Judge of Michigan.

Long practice at the bar, service in congress as a delegate, and the able

and faithful discharge of his judicial, duties make his life an important

part of the history of Michigan.

In the summer of 1835 the people of the Territory of Michigan
under the sanction of the law, called eighty-nine of their fellow citizens

to the city of Detroit, and there assembled in what was familiarly known
as the old capitol building, they proceeded to prepare a constitution for

a proposed state. John Biddle, well known to all the inhabitants of

Wayne County, was chosen its president and discharged the duties of the

position faithfully and well. I was honored as a novice, by the people of

Kalamazoo County, with a seat in that body, but I well remember what
seemed to me the strange admixture of men there congregated. The
largest number originally from New York, quite a list born in Michigan,

some from New England, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio and Indiana;

possibly representatives from other states were with us. In fact in the

early days, " out west," it was a difficult matter to know where some of

us came from. All this was before "Bygones" was about with his note

book, giving us an insight into the past. How well these men performed

their task I may not say ; it is history that the people ratified their action

and the constitution there prepared was the fundamental law of Michi-

gan until 1851. Under and by virtue of the provisions of that constitu-

tion our comman school system was established, and that is the richest,

best gift ever conferred upon the people of Michigan. Its influence

reaches the humblest citizen of the State, and can make him the peer of

the highest official and the most affluent. May that system be continued

through time. Over the portals of all the school houses of Michigan let

it be marked in letters, never to be effaced, " Our common school system

is to last forever." Let us all assent and agree, that it is the prop and
main stay of good government. Of the eighty-five men constituting the

convention of 1835 not more than nine survive—of my own knowledge

but six. Here and there over the surface of Michigan the little mounds
of earth indicate that these men have nearly all passed away. Peace to

the memory of my dead associates; they were enlightened, earnest, good

men.
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EARLY BANKS AND BANKING IN MICHIGAN.

By Alpheus Felch—Kead February 7th, 1878.

The earliest effort for the estabhshment of a bank within the present
limits of the State of Michigan was in 1805. The act of congress estab-

lishing the Territory of Michigan, conferred legislative powers on the
governor and judges, and at their first session as a board, a petition for

an act incorporating a bank was presented to them. This was at a time
when the local business could scarcely have demanded a banking insti-

tution, or have afforded much promise of its success. The small town
of Detroit had just been laid in ashes. The population of the entire

territory was inconsiderable. Five years before the whole population
was reckoned at 551, and although it rapidly increased after the organi-
zation of the territorial government, five years later (1810) the census
showed it to be less than 5000. The countr}^ was possessed mainly by
the Indians, and the small French settlements on the Ecorse, the St.

Clair, and the Raisin, were neither enterprising nor prosperous. No roads
pierced the forests of the interior ; no manufactures existed ; agriculture

yielded nothing for market, and navigation had scarcely iDegun to vex
the waters of the rivers and the lakes. The multifarious transactions of

commercial and civilized communities, which require banks and banking
facilities, were almost unknown in the frontier settlement. There was,

however, one branch of trade which belongs peculiarly to such a state,

and diminishes as population increases and important mercantile and
industrial interests advance. This business is the fur trade, which at

that time was a most important one in Michigan.
The petition for a bank charter was accordingly presented, not by

citizens of Detroit, but by capitalists who resided in Boston,— Russell

Sturgess and others,— and who were engaged in the fur trade. In their

petition they set forth this interest, and pray for a charter for a bank in

Detroit, on account of the great hazards and inconveniences in transmit-

ting specie to so great a distance. The petition was referred to Governor
Hull, and on the 15th day of September, 1806, an act was passed by the

governor and judges incorporating the Bank of Detroit, with a cap-

ital of $400,000. It is possible that the long distance of the locality

of the bank from the great centers of business may have been deemed
by the projectors an important advantage. If these eastern capitalists

'

could give the bills of the bank a circulation in the Atlantic states, there

would be litttle fear of their sudden return to the remote banking-house
for redemption.

The bank went early into operation. Indeed, the company was
organized, the banking-house erected, and the cashier appointed before

the charter was granted. Judge Woodward, one of the judges who
granted the act of incorporation, was appointed its president. Imputa-
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tions unfavorable to Judge Woodward in regard to this and other matters

were made, and much feeling being excited against him, he was threat-

ened with impeachment. The act creatmg the corporation was laid

before congress, as required by the ordinance of 1787, and was finally

disapproved by that body. The bank, however, continued to do business,

but in September, 1808, the governor and judges, in the absence of Judge
Woodward, passed an act making it punishable as a crime to carry on
unauthorized banking business. This put an end to the brief existence

of the institution. Its bills were in circulation until 1809, when they

seem to have been quietly withdrawn from circulation.

The next bank which was establislied in the territory was the Bank
of Michigan, incorporated by the board of governor and judges, on the

19th day of December, 1817, with a capital of $100,000.

The legislative pnwer given to the governor and judges by the ordi-

nance of 1787 authorized them "to adopt and publish in the district such

laws of the original states, criminal and civil, as may be necessary and
best suited to the circumstances of the district." The charter of the Bank
of Michigan is declared in the body of the act to have been adopted

from the laws of three of the original states, to-wit : New York, Ohio
and Massachusetts, so far as necessary and applicable to the circum-

stances of the territory. In 1830 a question was presented in the courts

of the State of New York as to the validity of the charter of this bank.

The suit was brought by the bank against a former president of the insti-

tution, on a promissory note. It was contended by the defendant that

under the limitation on the powers of the governor and judges above

cited, they had no authority to create a corporation; that the act was in

no sense adopted from the laws of any original state or states ; that it

named parties and places, and conceded powers which were neither

named nor given in any statute of such states, and that the charter was
therefore unauthorized and void. But both the court of errors and the

supreme court of that state gave a more liberal construction to the grant

of legislative authority contained in the ordinance, and held the act of

incorporation valid : Bank of Michigan vs. Williams, 5 Wend., 478 ; and
7 Wend., 540.

A construction equally liberal as to the legislative power of the gov-

ernor and judges has also been given by the supreme court of the United

States (14 How., 68), and bv the highest judicial tribunal of this State.

(Walk. Ch. R. 85, and 2 Mich., 427.)

The corporation, by the terms of its charter, was to expire on the

first Monday of June, 1889, but by an act of the legislative council,

approved February 25th, 1831, it was extended 25 years longer, and by
a subsequent enactment the corporation was allowed to increase its cap-

ital stock and to establish a branch bank at Bronson, now Kalamazoo.

The two above named are all the banks which derived their corporate

existence from the governor and judges of the territory of Michigan.

In 1823 the legislative power was taken away from them by act of con-

gress, and conferred upon the governor, and a newly constituted body
denominated the legislative council. The first session of the legislative-

council was held at Detroit on the 7th day of June, 1824.
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The first bank charter granted by the legislative council was to the

Merchants' and Mechanics' Bank of Michigan, which was approved
by the governor April 2, 1827. The bank was to be established at Detroit

with a capital of $200,000, with liberty to increase it to $500,000. This

charter, in addition to the usual provisions, contained a full grant of

power to insure against fire and the casualties and dangers of transporta-

tion by water, and autliorized the issuing of policies for that purpose.

It contained also a provision requiring the corporation to subscribe for

and take $4,000 of the stock of a steam mill company, at or near Detroit,

to be thereafter incorporated. The steam mill company was incorporated

a few days after, but it does not appear that the bank subscribed for any
of its stock. Indeed, it does not appear that a banking company was
ever organized under this charter.

On the 29th day of March, 1827, the charter of the Bank of Monroe,
passed by the legislative council, was. approved by the governor, its

capital stock to be $100,000, with liberty of increase to $500,000, and
to continue in existence 20 years.

The Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of Michigan Avas chartered by
act of the legislative council, approved November 5th, 1829, and on the

7th day of March, 1834, it was allowed by act of the council to increase its

capital stock and to establish a branch bank at St. Joseph.

A charter to the Bank of River Raisin was granted June 29th, 1832,

and by act of March 7th, 1832, the institution was allowed to increase its

capital stock and to establish a branch bank at Pontiac.

The Bank of Wisconsin was chartered by an act approved January

23, 1835. This bank was to be located in that part of the territory known
as the Green Bay country, and which, on the organization of the State

of Michigan soon after, was thrown outside of the state jurisdiction. We
have no knowledge of any organization under the charter.

On the 26th day of March, 1835, four bank charters, passed by the

legislative council, were approved by the governor, to wit: 1, Michigan
State Bank, at Detroit ; 2, Bank of Washtenaw, at Ann Arbor ; 3, Bank
of Pontiac, which was, by an amendment to the charter of the Detroit

and Pontiac railroad company, an existing corporation, authorized to be

established by that company at Pontiac ; 4, Erie and Kalamazoo Rail-

road Bank. This also was a grant of banking powers to an existing

railroad corporation, the bank to be established at Adrian.

The nine banks last above named complete the list of banking cor-

porations wdiich were chartered during the existence of the legislative

council of the territory of Michigan.
In 1835 the state constitution, prepared by a convention, was adopted

by vote of the people, and the members of the senate and house

of representatives who were elected under its provisions assembled as a

state legislature at Detroit on the 2d day of November, 1835.

By the state legislature charters were granted to the following com-

panies, viz : Bank of Manhattan, approved March 25, 1836 ;
Calhoun

County Bank, approved March 26, 1836 ;
Bank of St. Clair, approved

March 28, 1836; Bank of Clinton, approved March 28, 1836
;
Bank of

Ypsilanti; approved March 28, 1836 ; Bank of Macomb County, approved
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March 28, 1836 ; Bank of Oakland County ; Bank of Tecumseh ; Bank
of Constantine, approved July 25, 1836.

At the same session of the legislature, when the last-mentioned bank
charters were passed, another act, intended to have an important bearing

on the future financial interests of the state, was proposed and consid-

ered. It became a law b}" the approval of the governor on the 28th day
of March, 1836. This act is entitled " an act to create a fund for the

benefit of the creditors of certain moneyed corporations." It was, in

fact, an adoption of the famous " safety fund system " previously in

operation in the state of New York. It required each bank to deposit

with the state treasurer, at the beginning of each year, a sum equal to

one-half of one per cent, on the capital stock paid in, and the fund so

created was to be held and to be used for the benefit of the creditors

w^henever any bank subject to its provisions should become insolvent.

The act w^as made applicable to such monied corporations only as

should be created after its passage, and such existing corporations as

should subsequently obtain a renewal or extension of their charters, or

should voluntarily comply with the provisions of the act.

This statute was destined to have little practical effect. In New York
the system proved inadequate for the security of the public interests,

and was abandoned. In Michigan, subsequent events which speedih'

followed would have rendered it impotent for any good, even if its merits

as a system had been far greater than its most sanguine supporters dared

to claim for it.

This act, however, contained an important provision in providing for

the appointment of a bank commissioner, and in requiring him to make
careful examinations into the affairs of the banks subject to his inspec-

tion and make periodical reports of their condition.

Such had been the legislative action in the grant of corporations with

banking powers under both the territorial and state governments down
to the close of the year 1836.

At this time the financial affairs of the whole country had become
sadly deranged, and the entire community was laboring under an un-
precedented pressure of pecuniary embarrassment. A wild and reckless

spirit of speculation had overrun the land. Capital had been withdrawn
from its legitimate uses and was sunk in unprofitable investments. The
currency in general circulation had become greatly inflated, and fabu-

lous prices were imparted to property, which passed rapidly from one

owner to another, chiefly upon credit, until the indebtedness was every-

where more than the debtors were able to pay.

The next regular session of the legislature commenced, under the

provisions of the constitution, on the 2d day of January, 1837. Applica-

tions for bank charters almost without number were presented. They
came from all portions of the state, and from citizens of nearly every

condition and occupation. The tables of the committees on banks and
incorporations in both branches of the legislature were loaded with peti-

tions, and the outside pressure for the grant of bank charters, which it

was fondly hoped would afford relief from all embarrassments, was
almost irresistible. In this dilemma a proposition was started for a sys-
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tern of free banking ; and accordingly, on the 27th day of January, 1837,.
Mr. E. H. Lothrop, chairman of the committee on banks and incorpora-
tions, reported from the committee "a bill to organize and regulate
banking associations." This bill, after many amendments, was finally

l^assed by both houses of the legislature, and with the approval of the
governor became a law on the 15th day of March, 1837. This is the
statute familiarly known as the " general banking law," and the organi-
zations under it are popularly denominated the " wild cat banks."

The statute authorized any twelve freeholders of any county who
desired to form an association for transacting banking business to make
application to the treasurer and clerk of the county for that purpose, and
books were to be opened for subscription to the capital stock of the asso-

ciation. This stock was in no case to be less than $50,000 nor more than
$300,000. Ten per cent, on each share was required to be paid in specie
at the time of subscribing, and thirty per cent, of the entire capital stock
in like funds before the association should commence operations. The
president and directors were also required to furnish securities, to be
approved by the said treasurer and clerk, to the auditor general of the
state, for the payment of all debts contracted and the redemption of all

notes issued by the association ; which securities should consist either of
bonds and mortgages on real estate or in bonds executed by resident
freeholders of the state. These securities were to be lodged with the
bank commissioner, and to be held as collateral security when all other
liabilities of the association should fail or prove insufficient. The direct-

ors were required to make oath faithfully to perform their official duties,

and to keep and report a true statement of the affairs and condition of
the associations. They were made subject to the safety fund act above
referred to, and a failure to pay their bills and notes when demanded at

their banking house, or within thirt}'- days thereafter, in the lawful cur-
rency of the United States, was declared to be a dissolution of the asso-

ciation.

This bill received at once the enthusiastic approval and support of
all applicants for special bank charters. The public seeraed imbued
with the idea that to relieve them from the galling burden of indebted-
ness, and to restore activity and prosperity to the business world, nothing
was needed but extensive bank issues. Banks and an abundance of

paper currency, with little thought whether the capital and other neces-
sary concomitants which alone could sustain the former or prevent the
speedy depreciation of the latter, seemed to be regarded as a certain
relief. With the many who entertained such views, it is not surprising
that the proposition for free banking and an abundant issue of bank
notes was received with delight.

So popular was this bill that on its passage in the house of repre-

sentatives four members only recorded their votes against it—representa-

tives Almy of Kent, Monfore of Macomb, Purdy of Washtenaw, and Felch
of Monroe. The representative last named, in a brief speech, declared
his objections to the bill and stated his conviction that its effect would
be disastrous. He was briefly replied to by the chairman of the com-
mittee in which the bill originated, and no further discussion was had
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on the subject. In the senate the measure was received with equal

favor.

The legislature closed its session on the 22d day of March, 1837, by
adjournment to the 9th day of November in the same year. But long

before that day arrived circumstances connected with the financial

affairs of the countr}'' induced the governor to call an extra session of

the legislature, which convened, pursuant to his proclamation, on the

12th day of June, 1837.

The governor's message to the legislature depicted in strong language
the deplorable financial and commercial embarrassments of the countr}^

He attributes these embarrassments, in a great measure, to the error of

over-banking, over-trading, and a want of providence and economy. He
speaks of excessive bank issues as a violation of the simplest principles

of political economy. The effects, he says, are " the depreciation of

bank paper, an increase of the price of all commodities, an extension of

excessive credits, the neglect of productive labor, and a country involved

in debt. The banks are called upon for specie to pay the debts of the

country ; their specie will not meet their outstanding issues ; confidence

is shaken ; they are compelled to contract their loans and call in their

discounts, and a general pressure, if not bankruptcy, are the inevitable

results that follow. The condition of the United States at the present

time is a perfect illustration of these principles. The recorded history

of the different states shows millions of increase in bank facilities; money,
or rather its representative, has been abundant ; credits have been un-

paralleled ; our land offices tell of a dead capital of millions buried in

unproductive lands; our custom-houses, deducting profits, freight and
difference of valuation, present a balance of trade against us of millions

by importation ; our circulating medium has depreciated ; or, which is

the same thing, every other exchangeable commodity has risen ; and
Europe has exhibited the strange phenomena of underselling us on our

own shores in the exportation of her breadstuffs to America. A revolu-

tion now begins. Our debt must be paid to Europe. The banks of the

Atlantic cities are unable to furnish sufficient gold or silver on their

issues to meet the demand ; runs are made upon them ; and the result

has been a universal pressure, and a general suspension of specie pay-

ments in order to prevent as general a bankruptcy."
The banks of the Atlantic and southern states had already suspended

specie payments, and in the State of New York the legislature had given

its sanction to the suspension. The intimate relations in business and
financial matters existing between Michigan and the last named state

caused this disaster to be at once felt by our banks and our business

men. The pressure was too great to be withstood, and the banking insti-

tutions throughout this state had also suspended. The charters, although

they were required to redeem their bills in specie on presentation, never-

theless protected the banks from a forfeiture of their corporate rights if

the redemption was made within sixty days after the demand. The
banks, claiming the privilege of this provision, and knowing well that

the sixty days' grace would bring them no means of redemption,
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besought legislative aid, and the extra session of the legislature was
called to consider the subject.

Accompanying the governor's message was a report of the bank com-
missioner, Edwin N. Bridges, made by express direction of the governor.
The commissioner reports that he has visited all the banking institutions

in the state, and made a personal examination into their affairs, and he
expresses his entire conviction of their general solvency and their ability

to meet their existing liabilities. He presents a statement of their con-
dition and declares that the banks of Michigan were under no necessity

to suspend specie payments, except as a measure of defence to protect

themselves from the consequences that most inevitabl}^ result from the
suspension of the banks in New York and elsewhere.

The banks in existence and doing business in the state at that time,

according to this report, were fourteen in number with two branch
banks, namely: Bank of Michigan, at Detroit, with its branch at Kal-
amazoo ; Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank, at Detroit, with its branch at

St. Joseph ; Michigan State Bank, at Detroit ; Bank of Clinton, at Clinton

;

Bank of St. Clair, at St. Clair ; Bank of Pontiac, at Pontiac ; Bank of

River Raisin, at Monroe; Erie and Kalamazoo R. R. Bank, at Adrian ; Bank
of Ypsilanti, at Ypsilanti ; Bank of Constantino, at Constantino; Calhoun
County Bank, at Marshall ; Bank of Washtenaw, at Ann Arbor ; Bank of

Macomb County, at' Mt. Clements ; Bank of Tecumseh, at Tecumseh.
Of the other banks previously chartered, some had never been organ-

ized, and the others had withdrawn altogether from business or ceased to

exist as corporations.

The action of the legislature at the extra session resulted in the pass-

age of " an act suspending for a limited time certain provisions of law,

and for other purposes," which was approved bv the governor June 22,

1837.

This act authorized the banks, without forfeiture of their chartered

rights, to suspend specie payments until the 16th day of May, 1838 ; it

limited the amount of bank bills to be issued, prohibited the sale of

specie by the banks or their officers or agents, or the purchase of their

own or the bills of other banks at a discount, or making any dividends
to stockholders, until specie pajmients were resumed ; and it required all

the banks availing themselves of the provisions of the law to become
subject to the " safety fund " law, and submit themselves to the super-

vision of the bank commissioner.
When this act was passed only about three months had elapsed since

the enactment of the general banking law, authorizing voluntary bank-
ing associations with corporate powers. The initiatory proceedings had
in many instances been taken, but so short a time had elapsed that few
applicants had proceeded so far as to perfect their organizations and
acquire corporate rights under the statute. To meet this condition of

affairs it was provided by the twelfth section of the suspension act, that

ever}^ bank which should thereafter, and before the 16th day of May,
1838, commence operations, should be entitled to the benefit of the pro-

visions of the act. In the discussion of this provision in the house of

representatives an effort was made to limit its application to such associ-
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ations as had completed their organization and actually paid in and
possessed in specie thirty jjer centum of their capital stock ; but this

proposition was voted down.
From the bank commissioner's report to the legislature of 1838, it

appears that six banks, organized under the general banking law, were
doing business, and had been visited by the commissioner previous to

December 6th, 1837 ; and eleven more are named as having commenced,
or about to commence, business ; and numerous others were in contem-
plation.

At the commencement of the year 1838, then, a most extraordinary
state of affairs existed. With a general depression of all kinds of busi-

ness, with inflated prices, with a depreciated paper currency which the

makers were unable to redeem, the community felt sorely the pressure

of the heavy and almost universal indebtedness of its individual mem-
bers ; confidence in business men and in the success of business trans-

actions, however well managed, gave wa}^, and a spirit of despondency
with some and of desperation with others, succeeded. The masses still

looked to an increase in a paper circulation as an unfailing remedy for

all these evils. Under the general banking law, the door was open and
all invited to enter. By its provisions all were free to establish banks
ad libitum, and through them to furnish a currency in bank bills ; and
under the act authorizing a suspension of specie payments, they were
released from obligation to redeem them on presentation in the constitu-

tional currency of the country. What a temptation was this for the

unscrupulous speculator—the adventurer, dreaming only of wealth, and
ready to hazard all in pursuit of it, and the enterprising business man,
who found himself ruined and burdened with debts ! We can hardly be
surprised at the scenes which followed, and which marked the period as

a most wonderful epoch in financial history.

The legislature, however, sought to apply a check, and, at the same
time, to increase the security of the public by an act amendatory of the

general banking law, approved on the 30th day of December, 1837, and
which was made to take effect on the 10th day of January, 1838. By
this act three bank commissioners were to be appointed, who were to

visit all the banks in the state once in every three months at least, to

examine the specie held by them ; to inspect their books and inform them-
selves generally of their affairs and transactions. The securities required

for the benefit of creditors were thenceforth to be bonds and mortgages
only. No new institution was to go into operation until a bank com-
missioner had examined into its affairs, and counted the specie paid in,

and, if no violation of law was found, given a certificate to that effect.

Monthly statements of the condition of the banks were required to be
made and published, and no bills were to be issued unless bearing the

indorsement of a bank commissioner, after an examination of the specie

in the vaults of the bank and administering a stringent oath to the

directors.

On the 28th day of December, 1837, it was provided by legislative

enactment that no bank going into operation after the first day of Janu-
ary, 1838, should be permitted to suspend specie payments; and an act
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of the legislature of 1838, approved April 3 of that year, suspended the
general banking law for one year, as to any banking association whereof
the capital stock had not already been subscribed, g,nd ten per cent, paid
in, with a like suspension of the above mentioned amendator}- act,

approved December 30th, 1837, as to any banking association which had
not then gone into operation ; and afterwards an act looking to the final

abandonment of the system, approved April 16th, 1839, provided that
no bank should thereafter be established under the general banking law,
and that no association which had not then filed its securities and paid
in its ten per cent., or been doing business six months, should transact
any business except in winding up its affairs.

Immediately after the 10th day of January, 1838, the time when the
statute of December 30th, 1837, took eff'ect, three bank commissioners were
appointed and entered at once on their official duties. Their reports to

the legislature will be found to contain full accounts of the developments
which were made in tiie course of their repeated examinations of the
banking institutions of the state.

Under the general banking law, as alread}^ stated, every subscriber
to the stock was required to pay in ten per cent, in specie on each share
at the time of subscribing, and ten per cent, every six months thereafter,

and thirty per cent, of the whole capital stock was required to be paid in

like manner before the bank could commence operations. The specie

thus paid in was to be the capital of the bank, the basis of its business
operations. The requirement of it involved the principle that banking
could not be carried on without bona fide capital, and without it no bank
could be permitted to flood the country with its bills. But the investi-

gations of the commissioners showed a very general violation of the law
in this respect.

In many cases instead of specie a kind of paper denominated as "spe-

cie certificates" was used. These were given by bank officers, and some-
times by individuals or firms acknowledging the receipt of specie held on
deposit. In some cases specie borrowed for the occasion was used and im-
mediately returned to the owner. Sometimes the notes of the individual
subscribers or others, usually denominated "stock notes," were received
and counted as specie.

How extensive this practice was, and how fraudulent in its character,

is fully shown by the commissioners' report. We cite a few examples: the
Detroit City Bank had of these certificates $9,000; Farmers' Bank of Oak-
land $25,000 ; Oakland County Bank was organized on a specie certificate

of $10,000 and specie to the amount of $5,000, which was borrowed of

another bank and paid in three times and counted for $15,000. The
Clinton Canal Bank was started by the means of specie,"principally bor-

rowed for the purpose in Detroit.

Farmers' Bank of Genesee was organized by the use of stock notes in-

stead of specie, and in making its reports specie certificates to the amount
of $35,500 were used. For the Exchange Bank of Shiawassee specie certifi-

cates to the amount of $27,000 were used. The Bank of Kensington used
stock notes and specie checks. The Bank of Lapeer used a specie certificate

to the amount of $15,000. This certificate was given by another bank
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to an individual interested in getting up the Lapeer bank, without mak-
ing any deposit or having anything to his credit, and was cancelled by
the check of the pretended depositor, made simultaneously with the cer-

tificate. The Wayne County Bank had specie certificates to the amount
of $30,000, but was originally put into operation on checks of stock-hold-

ers which were never presented, acknowledged or paid. The Jackson
County Bank used a specie certificate of $10,000. The Bank of Saline

one of $15,000, which was taken away a few days after the bank went
into operation. The Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of Pontiac borrowed
specie and exhibited it to the bank commissioners as capital stock

paid in.

These instances are sufficient to show the gross fraud which tainted

the inception of too many of these organizations. The men who got them
up had no capital to invest in legitimate banking business, but many of

them were unscrupulous and needy adventurers who established banks
on fraudulent certificates that they might obtain the notes of the institu-

tion for their private benefit. Some of these fraudulent certificates were
issued by chartered banks, and some by associations organized under
the general banking law. Under such a practice a single bank could,

without the expenditure or even the possession of a dollar, have supplied

the means for the payment of the thirty per cent, necessary to put into

operation a bank in every hamlet in the state.

The furnishing of these certificates of deposit and the loaning of specie

to be used in organizing and putting into operation these banks, or to be
presented as assets when examinations were made by the bank commis-
sioners, appears to have assumed the character of a regular business, and
it is said that large sums were sometimes paid for the facilities thus fur-

nished. Whether a regular tariff of prices was adopted, or such sum paid

as could be extorted from the urgency of the applicant in each case, it is

certain from the frequency with which their names appear in these re-

ports that certain institutions and individuals must have made it a source

of no inconsiderable profit.

The law, moreover, required security to be given for the payment of

the liabilities and ultimate redemption of all the notes issued by each
bank.

It limited the amount of indebtedness which might be incurred by the

corporation and for all excess imposed a personal liability to the full

amount on each director and to a limited amount on every stock-holder.

It required approved bonds and mortgages or bonds executed by resident

freeholders to be executed to the auditor general for the public security.

But in the midst of almost universal insolvency personal responsibility

vanished away, and real estate, appraised at values measured by the

standard of a highly inflated and" depreciated currency, would have
commanded merely nominal sums at a foreclosure sale.

With such an inception the banks organized under the general law
promised little of success or permanency—much less did they inspire

confidence in their ever becoming efficient aids in regulating the cur-

rency, arresting the onflow of bankruptcy, or relieving the community
from pecuniary embarrassments.
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The taint which marked their origin marked also the after progress
of many of these institutions. The examinations of the bank commis-
sioners were frequent, thorough and searching, and faithful reports of

their investigations were officially made.
The books of the banks were kept in so imperfect a manner, some-

times through incompetency, sometimes with fraudulent design, as fre-

quently to give little indication of the transactions of the bank or of the
true condition of its affairs. Thus the amount of bills issued was fre-

quently found to be understated. A practice prevailed of putting large

amounts of bills into the hands of individuals, prepared for circulation,

and intended to be used by the holders under pretense of exchange, but
without receiving any security for them, and sometimes without even
making a memorandum of their issue. In one instance bills of the
bank amounting to $18,000 were ascertained to be in the hands of one
individual, and $6,500 in the hands of another, without security or any
entry in regard to them ; ^yhile the books of the bank showed a circu-

lation of $13,210, and the' specie in hand was less than $100. In the
same institution, at another time, when the sworn statement showed a
little over $22,000 of' bills in circulation, the amount was in fact over
$42,000. In another instance, where the circulation was reported at

$39,425, over $44,000 in addition were issued and delivered to two indi-

viduals, making over $84,000 in bills actually issued ; for nearly half of

which no regular entry was made in the bank books, and no security

given. In another case more than $30,000 of bills were issued in like

manner, and also a post note for $20,000 ; and many other instances of

like character might be cited.

The discounted paper of the banks was found, in many instances, to

be deficient in amount. Some of it was of a character to excite grave
suspicions as to its genuineness. It was largely given by the officers of the
bank or by the individuals who had been active in the organization of

it, and who controlled its action. The same individuals sometimes con-
trolled several banks, some being directors in one and some in another
of them, and their names appearing on the discounted paper to large

amounts in all of them. Many of these individuals were entirely irre-

sponsible and their paper worthless. In some instances discounted paper
had been withdrawn with no substitution for it. In the phrensy of the

times banks became a subject of repeated sale and transfer, and in such
cases the retiring stockholders sometimes took to themselves the dis-

counted paper of the bank, and the new proprietors furnished a substi-

tute therefor. In one instance, on such a transfer, promissory notes to

the amount of nearly $100,000 were withdrawn and new paper subsi-

tuted, the former of which was subsequently declared by an investigating

committee of the house of representatives to be good, and the latter

worthless, if not forged.

In respect to the amount of specie required to be held by the banks,
the frauds were most glaring. The bank commissioners were carefully

watched, with a view to transporting specie from Vjanks already ex-

amined to those wliich it was supposed they were about to visit. Gold
and silver never before circulated so freely or traveled so rapidly ; and if
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the same well-filled boxes or bags were found in several banks in succes-
sion, some official at each was ready to swear that the bona fide ownership
was vested in the present possessor. Sometimes it passed the commis-
sioner by rapid transit on the road ; sometimes it was transported by
night ; sometimes, arrived too late, it was handed in at the back door of
the banking house while an examination was in progress.

But the specie held b};^ the banks was largely in foreign coin, and
of various mixtures, and little change took place in its identity. A few
examinations, with close inspection, would enable any one"^ to know
the character of that held by each bank, and to discover ear-marks by
which he could afterwards identify it. If the specie belonging to one
bank was found and recognized in another, a hasty return of the com-
missioner to the former, or a strict examination of all the parties to the
transaction under oath could scarcel}^ fail to expose the fact.

But there were found some banks that had no amount of even bor-

rowed specie. The Bank of Sandstone, for instance, never had any specie,

and although its liabilities exceeded $38,000, it had no assets of any kind
at the time when it was examined. The Exchange Bank of Shiawassee
threw open its safe to disclose onh'- seven coppers and a very small
amount of paper, while it had bills in circulation to the amount of

$22, 261. The Jackson County Bank placed before the commissioners a
goodly number of ponderous and well-tilled boxes, but on opening them
and examining their contents the top was found covered with silver dol-
lars, but below was nothing but nails and glass. Another box contain-
ing silver was then brought from another room and sworn to by a
director present as the property of the bank, but he afterwards brought
an action for it against the receiver of the bank, claiming it as his own
individual property. This bank, with an indebtedness of some $70,000,
had not more than $5,000 of available assets.

It is manifest that this condition of things could not have existed
without a fearful amount of fraud and perjury. In the excitement and
recklessness of the times, amid ruined fortunes and blighted hopes, the
moral sense had become callous. The general banking law was not
without some good features, but it came into existence at a most unfor-
tunate time, and the keenness and unscrupulousness of desperate men,
taking advantage of its weak points and corruptly violating its salutary
provisions, used it to the public injury.

Within the space of about a year 49 banks were organized and about
40 went into actual operation under the general banking law. The
nominal capital of these banks was $3,915,000. If the law had been com-
plied with they would have had an available capital in gold and silver,

actually paid in, of $1,745,000, being 30 per cent, on their nominal capi-

tal; but no such sum was ever paid.

Many of these banks were organized in remote and almost inacces-

sible places, and before they could be visited they had done irreparable
mischief. Many associations partially organized were relinquished.
Great efforts were made by the bank commissioners to induce the banks
in operation to call in their circulation and reduce their indebtedness,
and with very considerable success. But the crisis came and the catas-
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trophe could not be averted. Failure rapidly succeeded failure. A
knowledge of the real condition of the banks put an end to all confi-

dence in them, and their bills were depreciated and finally rejected alto-

gether ; and when their doors were closed by process from the court of

chancery there was left afloat in the community a large amount of their

bills destined never to be redeemed. And this result was not limited to

what were called the "wildcat banks;" chartered banks also fell into

the same category. Some of them sustained themselves nobly, but none
could escape the vortex in which all were whirling.

In December, 1839, according to the report of the bank commissioner,

there remained in operation only three chartered banks with one branch
bank, and four which were organized under the general law; and all

these have long since gone out of existence. A report made in the month
last mentioned by the attorney general enumerates 42 banks as then
under injunction, and exhibits the condition of their affairs so far as

ascertained. It is a deplorable exhibit of large indebtedness and small

available assets.

The precise amount of outstanding bills of these banks at the time
of the collapse is not ascertained, nor indeed ascertainable ; but, it can-

not in all probability be less than one million of dollars ; and this fell

as a dead loss on the community.
While we thus trace the history of these unfortunate banking opera-

tions, and of the frauds connected with them, we cannot fail to note that

the management of the machinery by which the frauds were committed
was by the hands of comparatively few individuals, whose names are

conspicuously prominent in the reports ; and we must not fail to declare

that many excellent and honorable men, with intentions the most upright,

were drawn into the associations and became stock-holders, and some of

them directors. Men of this description, when they discovered the true

character and intentions of their associates, did all in their power to

check the evil and protect the community from loss.

As the law required security to be given for the final payment of the

.bills and all other debts of the bank, their failure left a large apparent

liability upon the sureties. Some had given j)ersonal bonds only

;

others had given mortgages on their farms, which threatened to sweep
away their lands and leave them penniless.

These mortgages still remain undischarged upon the record, but the

supreme court of the state, in 1845, held them to be invalid. The gen-

eral banking law itself—a statute which inaugurated a system that

attracted, for a time, so much notice, and which, with the institutions

organized under it, played so important a part in our monetary and
financial affairs, was declared (so far as authority to confer corporate

powers was concerned) unconstitutional and void. (Green vs. Graves, 1

Doug. 351 ; and in 1848 the same court held, that a bank director could

not be adjudged liable to a creditor of the bank under the provision

declaring such liability in the statute. (Brooks vs. Hill, 1 Mich., 118.)

Since these decisions all agitation on the subject has ceased. The
creditor no longer seeks to recover his debt, and the debtor no longer

fears prosecution.
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Thus ends the history of that memoroble financial epoch. Forty
years have passed since these events, and few remain who can remember
the excitement and distrust, the fear and despondency, the hopes and dis-

appointments, which agitated the community in those days of inflation
and speculation, of bankruptcy and financial distress ; and fewer still

remain who bore part in the transactions connected with them. We look
back upon them to read the lessons which their history teaches. The
notion that banks without real capital, or a currency which can never be
redeemed, can relieve from debts or insolvency, is tried and exploded.
We are led to the true principal that prosperity, both public and individ-
ual, awaits upon industry and economy, judicious enterprise and honest
productive labor, refraint from wild speculation and unprofitable invest-
ments, and a wise and prudent use of our abundant resources.

THE BEAUTIFUL PENINSULA.
Bv E. Lakin Bkown, of Schoolcraft, Kalamazoo County.

Mr. President—You will remember the stor}^ of the Indian, who, being
lost in the forest, met a white man who, thinking from his manner that
he had lost his bearings, inquired if he was lost. "No," said the Indian
" big Injun not lost— big Injun here ; wigwam lost." The condition of
things here is exactly reversed in ever}^ particular. Wigwam is not lost

—wigwam is here ; white man is lost in the big wigwam

!

Mr. President, the little affair which I have intended beforehand to

make serve my turn to-night if I should have the misfortune to be called

on, is not a story of pioneer hardships or sufferings, nor a part of pioneer
history, although it does in a certain way relate to pioneer times. It is

so unlike the general tenor and main purpose of the papers read before
your society that my only excuse for reading it is that it may serve as a
little variety and divertisement in your exercises. In the very interesting
sermon preached in this city on last Thanksgiving day by Dr. DuflSeld,

the preacher lovingly quoted the latin motto of the territory of Michigan :

Tandem fit surcidus arbor—"The sapling at length becomes a tree." Judge
Campbell also, in his Political History of Michigan, playfully and pleas-

antly contrasts the simple elegance of the territorial motto with that
adopted by the state ; that curious and rather funny adaptation of the
inscription upon the tablet to the memory of Sir Christopher Wren, in
St. Paul's, London: Si monumentum requiris, circumspice. "Do you ask
for his monument? Look around you." This Avas a significant and
noble inscription upon the memorial tablet of the architect of that mag-
nificent cathedral :

" Would you see his monument? this is it; behold it."

I own that our imitation of it seems rather flat and tame. Indeed, the
peninsulam amcenam of the state legend suggests the quizzical question

:

which one? For, 3'ou know, we have two peninsulas, hanging on each
side of lake Michigan like the saddle-bags of a Methodist circuit rider

upon each side of his ambling pony ; or, rather, like the sack of the
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honest Dutchman, who, in one end of it, carried his corn to mill, counter-
balancing it by a rock on the the other end ; and I am not sure, Mr.
President, but that the rock end of our sack contains a better grist than
the corn end.

I would suggest an amendment to our motto, and that it shall read in
plain English.

" If you seek a beautiful peninsula, here's a couple of 'em ; take your
choice." This might be rendered into resounding Latin, if thought best,

and the plagiarism from Christopher Wren's tomb would, in a measure,
disappear.

But, to come back to the simple territorial motto ; it was also adopted
by the old Bank of Michigan, and we old pioneers were accustomed, before
the bad times came and the old bank disappeared, before the incoming
wild cats, to see, with the familiar names of E. P. Hastings and C. C.
Trowbridge, the legend Tandem fit surculus arboo' engiaved upon the face
of all its notes.

Well, Mr. President, in those old days, in the long, long ago, when I,

myself, had not attained my somewhat Falstaffian proportions, produced
by sighing and grief, and was as lithe and slim almost as the young sap-
ling of the motto, and when such suggestive scraps always attracted my
attention—in an idle hour, while pondering over this legend, and think-
ing of its meaning, and what might grow out of that young territory of
ours, I wrote the few lines of allegorical prophecy, or prophetical allegory,
which are the object of all this preface, and which I will now read, with
the assurance that if they are too tame to please, they are too short to

weary you

:

THE SAPLING'S APOLOGY.

Tandum fit cireulus arbor.

Despise me not that lithe and slim,

Of tender rind and slender limb,

No giant arms I upward cast

Defiant to the rushing blast

;

That 'neath my broad, umbrageous head
No flocks in sheltered rest are spread

;

That venturous, from my dizzy height
No eaglet takes his earliest flight.

The loftiest oak, whose rugged form
Meets as in sport the howlmg storm,

And claps in glee his hands on high
To hear the winds go moaning by

—

That very oak once humbly bent
When the young fawn against it leant

:

But many a genial summer shower
And summer sun have lent their power
To nourish, and by slow degrees
To crown, at length, the king of trees,

That gives, by close, concentric rings

Proof of innumerable springs ;

—

Years whose long calendar may tell

How many a nation rose and fell
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While 'neath the gentle dews of heaven
The stately oak hath stood and thriven

;

Me, then, despise not ;—future suns
As bright as the departed ones
May shed their quick'ning rays on me
Till I become a giant tree.

And many a songster of the grove
b'rom my tall branches sing his love.

Mr. President, the indications of the territorial motto and the prophecy
of my little allegory are already fulfilled. This noble state, no longer a
little sapling, shielded and shaded, has become a tree, not by the slow
accretion of close, concentric rings, not through the long calendar of

years, but almost with the magic growth of the fabled Jack's bean it has
shot up its mighty trunk and lofty limbs, independent among its fellows^

—

equal among equals.
" But there is a provision in nature," says Goethe, " for the prevention

of trees growing up into the sky." We may be sure, Mr. President, that
our noble state, however rapid its growth, will never grow out of the
limitation of all human affairs, but that there will always be opportunity
for us and those who come after us to still further improve and adorn it.

THE PIONEERS OF MICHIGAN—THEIR DEVOTION TO EDU-
CATIONAL INTERESTS HISTORICALLY ILLUSTRATED.

By Flavius J. Littlejohn—Eead February 7, 1878.

Before entering upon a more direct discussion of the theme thus
announced, the author of this article craves the privilege of submitting
a few introductory remarks. It has been suggested that the theme thus
chosen is not within the accustomed range of pioneer addresses. The
author claims no special familiarity with the routine practice in such
cases. It occurs to him, however, that whatever tends to define and
develop the leading characteristics of our pioneers as a class, must be
germane to the cardinal objects of this association.

Again : in a paper of this description, it would seem quite desirable to

have the terms employed clearly defined. For instance, in its popular
acceptation, the designation of " pioneer " simply means " one who pre-
pares the way." But the term, as we of this association employ it, has a
deeper and broader import—a far more personal significance. Thus,
when we speak of the pioneers of Michigan, we mean to designate the
creators—the actual artificers of a civilization born of social culture and
civil authority.

Our distinctive meaning may be more clearly elucidated by historical

references, as, for instance

:

Away backward in the past, in fact over two centuries ago, the out-
line boundaries of our Peninsular State were laboriously traced by the
adventurous Pere Marquette. The task was accomplished by means of
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a canoe transit in the adjacent waters. The beautiful region, then in its

wilderness state, was sparsely occupied by its aboriginal denizens. Those
nomadic tribes of red men had, from time immemorial, traversed the

up-land plains and openings, with the timber glades and tangled dells,

leaving, however, only slight memorials of such primal occupation.

Having neither settled pursuits nor fixed abodes, and being wholly
destitute of culture in art or science, they made no useful contribution to

the capital stock of human knowledge. Living a vagrant life, whilst

subsisting upon fish or game, they had no incentive to efibrt in the field

of invention, discovery, or improvement. They failed to either exhibit

or develop the wonderful capabilities of man's duplex nature. Hence
they were not pioneers within our modern purview of the term.

In the meantime, and following in the wake of Pere Marquette,
small bodies of immigrants from the shores of the St. Lawrence success-

ively reached and settled upon the eastern borders of the lower penin-

sula skirting lakes Erie and St. Clair, including the Detroit river. Pos-

sessed of simple peasant habits and frugal tastes, their wants were readily

supplied by game from the forest, fish from the M^aters, and by the pro-

ducts of a narrow strip of land which each family was wont to cultivate.

As a class, they were quite deficient in all the leading characteristics

demanded by the exigencies of border life. They were neither gifted

with ambition to excel, genius to invent, or energy to achieve. Content
with their rural pursuits and simple pleasures, the spirit of adventure
was too feebly developed in their natures to induce either research or

exploration.

Thus it chanced, through successive ages, that whilst dwelling upon
its borders, the whole interior of the broad peninsula remained to them
terra incognita, an unknown region. In no practical sense of the term,

therefore, can those peasant settlers be regarded as the representatives

or exponents of genuine human attainment and development, or as the

pioneers of modern civilization in Michigan.
But whilst the onward march of civilization was thus arrested and

held in abeyance in our peninsular region, other causes began to operate

in a manner calculated to accelerate its westward movement. The war
of 1812-14, with its novel border incidents, brought our forest land be-

fore the American people in a new attitude, and with far more inviting

aspect. Numbers of intelligent and enterprising men, attracted to our
borders, speedily formed a business nucleus at Detroit. Thenceforward
the territorial government assumed a more stable form, whilst social order

and civil rule were alike moulded upon a more enlightened basis.

The Indian title to large portions of the lower peninsula was being
rapidly extinguished by treaties. In the year 1819, General Cass thus

secured a cession of the lands embraced in the Saginaw basin. The sur-

veys of the ceded lands were vigorously pressed towards completion.

Between 1833 and 1837 large tracts of those lands were offered at public

sale in several district land offices.* During the same period the contro-

versy touching the boundary line between Ohio and Michigan was ad-

justed through the intervention of Congress, by annexing the upper to

the lower peninsula for all municipal and state purposes.
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The census of 1834 having shown the requisite population, in 1835 a
convention, called for that purpose, formed a constitution, which was
submitted to and ratified by the resident voters. Finally, early in the

year 1837, Michigan became a state by admission into the Union. The act

of admission contained liberal donations of lands for school and univer-

sity purposes in severalty. Contrary to the usage, and chiefly through the

efforts of sagacious men of culture, then residents of the territory, those

lands with their avails were to be held b}' the state in trust for educa-

tional purposes.

Up to the year 1834 very slight provision had been made b}^ law for

the organization or support of district schools. But, thanks to the provi-

dent care of those same men of culture, education not only found a recog-

nition and encouragement in the organic law of the infant state, but
provision was therein made for a superintendent of public instruction.

This was a step of not only vital importance, but one then in advance of

any other state.
" During the period from 1833 to 1837, there had been a very large

accession to the resident population of Michigan. Practically, there-

fore, that period must be regarded as the era marking not only the gen-

eral settlement and outgrowth of the state, but the birth-time of pioneer

eflfort. Pushing boldly into the interior, settlers were everywhere to be

found busily employed in selecting, marking and clearing the sites of

their future "homesteads. Shortly thereafter the hearth-stones and family

roof-trees might be seen thickly dotting county after county across the

broad peninsula.

We have thus reached, as previously intimated, a class of settlers

pre-eminently entitled to the designation of " Pioneers." Possessed of

all the peculiar characteristics, both physical and mental, so essential for

breasting the exigencies of border life, they soon became a power in the

land. For they brought with them the elements of a grand civilization,

gleaned and garnered up from more eastern seats of culture, theretofore

constituting the homes of a goodly portion of their number.

The fact is now quite generally conceded, that in the grand accession

of settlers at the period I have named, Michigan enjoyed the advantage

of a larger percentage of educated people than any other of the newly

formed states.

Other essayists have most graphically portrayed the toil and hardship,

the privation and actual suffering so bravely endured by our pioneer set-

tlers, in their earnest and often protracted battle of life. Upon this part

of their record we have no leisure for further comment. But we have

other aspects of the case to present, and other equally arduous labors of

theirs to recount.

We speak advisedly, and from an intimate acquaintance with them
as a class, when w^e affirm that, aside from the necessity of providing for

the physical wants of their families, the great solicitude of those pioneer

parents was, to secure for their offspring the facilities and the discipline

of a suitable educational training. Withdrawn as their children sud-

denly were from schools and other sources of culture, those parents be-
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came a prey to the keenest anxiety, lest the mental powers of their
offspring might be clouded by ignorance or dwarfed by neglect.

This keen solicitude pervaded single families and groups of settlers

alike. Hence it proved generally true, that whenever a half dozen fam-
ilies, within a circuit of two or three miles, had secured a comfortable
home slielter, the next business in order w^as to organize and open a school.
For this purpose a site was selected, a log building erected and a teacher
employed. To and from that school room the children made their daily
transit guided by lines blazed upon the forest trees.

These schools in their inception were not only the the result of volun-
tary associations, but were wholly sustained by voluntary contributions.
For as late as 183,6, no efficient system for common schools had been
perfected. The interest so earnestly manifested by the early settlers was
warmly seconded by their representative men of culture. From the mid-
summer of 1836 the writer of this paper can speak from actual knowl-
edge and personal experience. He frequently met in consultation with
intelligent men and friends of education from various parts of the state.

He thus early became aware of the grave difficulties to be encountered in
maturing school and university systems upon any advance model of
excellence.

The sharp conflicts in overcoming those obstacles "were more deeply
impressed upon the memor}^ of the writer, by many years' experience,
alternately in the house and senate of the state. But without enlarg-
ing here upon the delays and embarrassments thus encountered, we
will simply remark, that through a watchful legislative supervision the
educational scheme shadowed forth in our first organic law, touching
the organism and maintenance of our primary schools, has been revised,

improved and rounded into symmetry, until, by ascending grades of

study and attainment, it reaches upward to the very doors of the
University.

In its perfection of detail and its practical working capacity, that
system may now safely challenge a peer in the entire sisterhood of

American states. With due economy in the outlay of funds, for three-

fourths of the year, our district school may be pronounced to-da}^ self-

sustaining and free of rate-bill or tuition charge.

Through kindred provisions of law, the university has been finally

placed upon a stable basis. At first the farmers were insufficient to set

the machinery fairly in motion. The difiiculty thus interposed was obvi-
ated by a money loan from the State treasury. Then, with a board of

regents, a president and a w^orking corps of professors, it entered upon an
unexampled career of prosperity.

Since the institution has been in active operation, valuable improve-
ments have been introduced ; new departments have been erected ; and
new professorships have been instituted. At present, with its enlarged
classical and scientific course, with its full corps of professors on active

duty, wdth its splendid apparatus and varied equipments of easy access,

and with its thronging attendance of students, our Michigan University
is without a superior in the American Union.

But, not content with the brilliant success thus achieved, the people of
9
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Michigan, inspired by the educational devotion, and imbued with the

tireless energy of the old pioneers, have secured the establishment and
successful operation of the State Normal School, for a systematic training

of teachers ; and the State Agricultural College, with its professors, equip-

ments, and model farm. In the former, teachers are accomplished in

their art, whilst in the latter, the class of our youths destined for agricul-

tural pursuits, pass through a course of experimental and scientific farm-
ing, both theoretically and practically.

Even our institution established for the restraint and discipline of

youthful criminals has been modeled into a reform school. Neglected or

perverse waifs, floating on the surface of society, and drifting into vice

and crime, are there being educated into true inanhood, and trained for

future usefulness. Many, thus thoroughly reclaimed, have already
entered upon an honorable career in industrial pursuits.

To achieve these marked and highly beneficial results has demanded
that absorbing interest, necessarily calling into exercise both nerve and
perseverance. The incipient steps in those several fields of effort have
met with opposition, and final success has not been achieved without
sharp antagonisms. This has arisen in part from a diversity of views,

and in part from a class of persons accustomed to a more limited mental
survey ; doubtless some were to be found yielding to selfish motives or a

parsimonious policy.

But whatever may have been the motive, the fact is indisputable, that

when schools and university alike were languishing for the want of

funds, the polic}'' was strenuously advocated by a class respectable in

numbers, to hold the lands dedicated to them respectively, at a high price

on time, so that, by the imj)rovement of adjacent farms, the market value

of those thus withheld would reach the asking price, and thus in future

years posterity would realize a large fund.

The reply was in substance, that a quick sale at moderate prices, with
the accruing interest for annual distribution, would overbalance all future

advantages to be derived from a slow investment; and that the present edu-

cation of our children was far more important than the creation of a fund
for posterity. Those who remember that struggle, and the educational

difticulties sorely besetting the interior settlers, will also bear the fact in

mind, that the united and outspoken voice of the old pioneers contributed

very largely to the final triumph.
One instance may be usefully recalled. Whilst the university basis was

being arranged, its true friends were in favor of an independent founda-

tion, thereby severing it from all entangling alliances. The visionary

scheme was suddenly broached, (and it found many advocates) to group
all the local colleges together ; to christen that group " The State Univer-
sity," and to apportion amongst them the interest of the fund annually.

By a bare majority in one branch of the legislature was that scheme
defeated and our university saved from ultimate wreck ; but, m'hilst these

reminiscences are fraught with interest to the writer, yet he must forbear

from their further rehearsal here. Passing, then, to the pioneers, as a

class, we would say, that whilst only a percentage of them had enjoyed

a liberal education
;

yet, the mass of their body had passed their youth
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under the reflected light and genial influence of refinement and culture;

they have thus caught and retained the inspiration of intellectual develop-

ment. They earnestly coveted for their offspring the more elevated and
profound attainments in art and science.

Whilst, therefore, our pioneers brought to their forest homes a famil-

iar acquaintance with the practical affairs of life, they also imported the
elements of a grand civilization. They started in their new career with
the settled purpose of erecting their educational institutions upon a high
standard of excellence. The orgonic law and the formative statutes of

the infant state all bear the impress of that high purpose.

We are far from asserting that the views and plans incorporated into

our present school and university systems were originated by the pion-

eers. The writer of this article well knows that they were gleaned from
many sources. The leading ideas not only date back to " the old Bay
State," and permeate the chronicles of New England, but they bear the

ear-marks of a Prussian origin. At the same time, the various systems
thus consulted were wanting in unity of design and were sadly deficient

in their connecting links.

Old Harvard of Massachusetts stood out isolated and alone It was
not only severed from the general educational outline, but there was
neither harmony nor sympathy between them. The defect has for ages

retarded the educational outgrowth of the Bay State, and painfully mar-
red the beauty and symmetry of her school system. It has withheld the

highest incentive to eftbrt under that system. Not only so, but it has
withdrawn from the university its proper measure of prosperity and pat-

ronage.

The Michigan pioneers regarded the lesson in the light of history

teaching by example. They avoided the defect by amending the plan.

Whilst making their university independent in government, they yet

brought it in sympathy with, and engrafted it upon their common school

system with its graded, union and normal intermediate links. They
made it the key-stone of their educational arch. The practical resulte

of the two systems have already passed into history.

Old Harvard had existed over two centuries when the Michigan
University entered upon its full career. Within the brief period of forty

years the latter has eclipsed the former in the range and perfection of its

departmental equipments, in the compass and thoroughness of its course

of studies, and in the number of students annually in attendance, in-

cluding the departments of law and medicine.

AVith a liberality characteristic of our citizens, the vital truth has
been accepted in its fullness, that the fountains of knowledge should be
held accessible to all. The barriers erected and maintained for ages by
bigotr}' and prejudice have disappeared in the light of a higher and
purer civilization. The social and educational equality of the sexes,

with its immunities, is not only broadly accepted, but fully accorded in

our university halls and lecture rooms.

Michigan may well be proud of this achievement, not only in advance
of the entire sisterhood of American states, but of all the time-honored
seats of learning in the old world. Whether a university course of study
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thus freely accorded shall be accepted by many or few of the enfran-

chised sex, is unimportant compared with the fact of a fundamental

principle vindicated, and an odious discrimination definitely ignored.

The reading of this paper may have proved wearisome to my hearers^

but the writing of it, as a tribute to the pioneers of Michigan has been a

labor of love. For, whoever in the present, or the future, shall under-

take to weave a finished garland for the brows of our pioneers will surely

ascertain the fact that their devotion to education will ever constitute the

brightest spray and most brilliant ornament in the coronal of their clus-

tered virtues.

ADDRESS OF 0. A. JENISON, ON THE OCCASION OF HIS PRE-

SENTING CERTAIN ARTICLES TO THE SOCIETY.

Eead Ffbkuary 7, 1878.

Mr. President, officers and members of the Michigan State Pioneer Society :

Ladies and Gentlemen : No Roman citizen ever took a more just

pride in proclaiming the fact of his nativity than I do at this time, in

acknowledging myself a Michigan man. We embraced each other com-

paratively in our infancy, and no misunderstanding, no famil}'- jar has

ever taken place between us. Never for once have I regretted " swap-

ping " off the single-bladed York State knife for the double-bladed

Michigan ; and were it not for Michigan I would not make any appear-

ance here at this time, but for the love I bear my adopted state. I feel

as if I could not let this occasion pass without acknowledging my alle-

giance to her.
" In youth she sheltered me,

And I'll assist her now."

While I am permitted to be reckoned as a pioneer, still I cannot rank

with many who are now in this room, whose heads are silvered o'er with

age. They were foremost in the great battle of subduing the wilderness,

and causing it to blossom like the rose ; they had the genuine hardships

of a pioneer life to endure.

I do not forget to give all praise to the wives of these noble pioneers,

who stood by their husbands in all their trials, troubles and vicissitudes

incumbent upon the early settler. Many and many a day and night

these heroic women have cared for the various flocks left in their charge,

with the nearest neighbor from two to three miles off, and the husband dis-

tant perhaps ten miles, working for fifty cents a day, or thirty miles

away to the nearest grist-mill. We who came to Michigan at a much
later period can acknowledge their many self-sacrificing acts, but never

fully know the sore trials and hardships of the old originals. I arrived

in Detroit on the 28th day of August, 1846, with nine silver dollars in

my pocket, eight of which I disposed of for necessary expenses, and the

remaining one I still retain in my possession.
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The legislature of 1846-7 removed the capital from Detroit to Lan-
sing, and on the 25th of December, 1847, I found myself in the city of

Lansing, (or " hole in the woods," as we then termed it), after two days'

ride by railroad and stage from Detroit. While there was no actual

pioneer suffering to experience, still we were not welcomed with carpeted

floors and sofa-bottomed chairs. The grand rush had commenced, and
it very soon became apparent that every man was actively engaged in

looking out for himself. Bed-rooms with the necessary appendages were
out of the question, and it soon became simply impossible for all of us to

secure proper lodgings. I am speaking now of the very earliest days of

Lansing as the capital, say December, 1847, and January, February and
March, 1848. As for myself, the first three weeks I was here I do not
remember of seeing a bed but once, and the pleasure of sleeping on one
during this time was totally denied me. So I did the next best thing I

could under the circumstances ; I sat in a chair in the bar-room every
night, and in the morning a number of us would go out doors, build a
fire and turn round, like a turkey on a spit, to keep v/arm. But I do
not speak of this complainingly ; being young, healthy and hearty, and I

rather enjoyed the fun, At the expiration of three weeks I procured
office room in the then Carter block, a large wooden structure which
stood directly opposite this old capitol building we are now in, got a
bedstead and a bed-tick, gave a man a dollar for straw enough to fill the

tick, and thought myself about as well off as any of my neighbors.

Washington avenue, 'our main business street, was at this time just cut

down, but not logged up, although by winding round the logs and stumps
a team could get through. A little place was cleared between here and
the old Lansing house, which then stood opposite the present house bear-

ing the same name. In order to get to the upper town, or Bush &
Thomas' store, where at this time the Postoffice was kept, (George W.
Peck, postmaster), we took the tow-path on the bank of the river. I might
tell you of the many " pull-backs " Lansing has had in struggling for an
existence, the greatest of which was the fact that, at the expiration of its

first twenty years, there was a chance of the capital being again removed.
This club constantly hung over our heads like the sword of Damocles,
and undoubtedly deterred many from investing in our city. At a very
early date 1 commenced collecting everything I could which would assist

in making and preserving the history of this city, and frequently in haul-
ing in my net found many an odd fish, some of whose nationality I am
unable to explain, a portion of which I now present to the Michigan
State Pioneer Societ3^
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ON THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF THE LONG LOST GRAVE
OF PERE MARQUETTE.

"In all stages of society those unquestionably deserve the highest praise who
outstrip the rest of their cotemporaries. The merit consists in setting the example,
in exhibiting a pattern after which others may work. It is easy to follow where
there is one to lead

; but to be the first to strike out into a new and untried way,
in whatever stale of society it may be found, marks a genius above the common
order. Such men are entitled to everlasting gratitude."

—

Burnefs English Prose
Writers.

A Paper Prepared and Kead by Keqxjest of the Pioneers of Michigan at their
Annual Meeting, Lansing, February 7, 1878, by Rev. George Duffield.

Jacques Marquette came late to his fame. Open Davenport's Dic-
tionary of Biography, 1831, " comprising the most eminent characters of
all ages, nations and professions," and you will not find even so much
as his name. Turn for that name to the Cyclopedia of Biography by
Parke Godwin, with a supplement by George Sheppard, a. d. 1872, and
you will not find it there, and so with many similar works. Hence we
see the need of such an historical society as the present, that one of the
greatest and best of the original founders of Michigan may receive his
due credit, and be honored with an appropriate memorial.

Marquette was born of an honorable family at Laon, in the north of
France, in the j^ear 1637, but the month and day of his birth are not
easily found, and I have nowhere seen his portrait. In 1654 he joined
the Society of the Jesuits, and in 1666 was sent to the missions in Canada.
After the river St. Lawrence and the great lakes had been mapped out,

the all-absorbing object of interest with Governor Frontenac Talch, the
intendant, and Marquette himself, was to discover and trace from the
north the wonderful Mississippi, that DeSoto, the Spaniard, had first

seen at the south in 1541. In 1668 (according to Bancroft, III., 152), he
repaired to the Chippewas at the Sault to establish the mission of St.

Mary, the oldest settlement begun by Europeans within the present limits

of the commonwealth of Michigan. On the day of the immaculate con-
ception of the Holy A'^irgin, in 1673, he received his orders from Fron-
tenac, toaccompany Joliet on his long-desired journey. Taking prob-
ably the short trail through the woods he found his companion at Point
St. Ignace, where, after many remarkable vicissitudes, both in life and
death, he was at length to find his grave, where his numerous friends

and admirers, both French and Indian, were for so long a time to lose

sight of it again, and where a second time he gains his place as one of

the founders of Michigan.
Apart from his peculiar mission, which was looked upon by " the

Protestant colonies " of New England with anything but favorable eyes

;

apart from his peculiar dogma of the conception, which has only been
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officially sanctioned in our day and by the present Pope, there were
many things in the life and times of Marquette that, to the lover of biog-

raphy, make his character as attractive as that of Francis Xavier, " the
great apostle of the Indies," or of his still greater master, Ignatius Loyola.
The man in these days who cannot admire, and even to a certain extent
venerate man as man, apart from his more immediate antecedents or
local surroundings, has but a very limited and mistaken idea of the en-

lightened spirit of the age, or the true dignity of human nature. Honor
to whom honor is due, is not only a sound maxim, founded on that
equity which is the highest form of justice, but is also in just so many
words one of the very first principles of Christianity itself. When I can-
not give a man credit for what he really is, because he belongs to another
party than my own, or give him credit for what he has done, because he
belongs to another denomination than my own, I deserve to be consigned
for the remainder of my days to a hole in the woods.

The pioneers of our countr}^, no doubt, have had a very hard time of

it, and none more so than my Scotch-Irish ancestors in central Pennsyl-
vania. From the childhood of Daniel Webster down to the present hour,
it would argue a very ignorant mind and most unfeeling and ungrateful
heart to read the toils and trials and privations endured by men and
women in the early settlement of this or any other state ; but after all,

what are the hardships of the early settlers compared with those of

Allouez, in 1665, afloat in a frail canoe on the broad expanse of Lake
Superior, of Dablon, Marquette, LaSalle, and others of the original ex-

plorers ?

" Defying the severity of climate," as Bancroft has it, " wading
through water or through snows, without the comfort of fire ;

having no>

bread but pounded corn, and often no food but the unwholesome moss
from the rocks ; laboring incessantly, exposed to live, as it were, without
nourishment, to sleep without a resting place ; to travel far, and always
incurring perils ; to carry their lives in their hands; or rather daily and
oftener than every day to hold them up as targets, expecting captivity,

death from the tomahawk, tortures, fire."—(Bancroft, III., 152.) It seems
to me that if there are any two classes of men who should be most cor-

dially linked in closest bonds of sympathy with one another, it is the

pioneers and explorers. I have but little doubt that if there is any lack

of interest in the theme on which I have been requested to prepare this

paper it is not in the theme itself, but in the imperfect manner in which
it is handled. [My real conviction is that Judge C. I. Walker, of Detroit,

with all the long study that he has given to this particular branch of our
history, and the many and valuable books and documents that he has
collected for this purpose, and the special interest the he has taken irk

this matter so recently as the last summer, would have been able to give
you a much more exhaustive paper as to date and place than the present

one. Perhaps if our indomitable secretar}^, Mrs. Tenney is as persever-

ing with him as with me, we may hear Judge Walker at the next

meeting.]

But to return to the subject in hand. Marquette was much more
than a religious enthusiast. He was a scholar and a man of science.
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Having learned within a few years to speak with ease in six different

languages, his talents as a linguist were quite remarkable. A subtle ele-

ment of romance pervaded his character, which not only makes it ex-

ceedingly attractive to us in the retrospect, but was no doubt one of the
great sources and elements of his power and success among his beloved
Ottawas and Hurons, and others of the great Algonquin tribes, who were
found in the immediate vicinity of the straits of Michilimackinac. With
a fine eye for natural beauty, he was as much delighted with a rapid
river, or extended lake, with an old forest or rolling prairie, or a lofty

mountain as a Birch, or a Cole, or a Bierstadt. Every one who touches
his character seems emulous of adorning it with a new epithet. Park-
man speaks of him as " the humble Marquette, who with clasped hands
and up-turned eyes seems a figure evoked from some dim legend of me-
diaeval saintship." Bancroft calls him " the meek, gentle, single-hearted,

unpretending, illustrious Marquette."—A"ol. III., p. 157. ]\Iany call him
" the venerated ;" all unite in calling him " the good Marcjuette," and by
this last, most simple, but appropriate title he will be the best remem-
bered by the generations yet to come. " A man who was delighted at

the happy necessity of exposing his life to bring the word of God " within
reach of half a continent deserves that title if any one does. His Catho-
lic eulogist, John Gilman Shea, (Catholic World, November, 1877, p.

267), writes with pardonable pride :
" No missionary of that glorious band

of Jesuits who in the seventeenth century announced the faith from the
Hudson Bay to the lower Misssissippi, who hallowed by their labors and
life-blood so many a wild spot now occupied by the busy hives of men, none
of them impresses us more in his whole life and career with his piety,

sanctity and absolute devotion to God, than Father Marquette. In life he
seems to have been looked up to with reverence by the wildest savage, by
the rude frontiersman, and by the polished officers of government. When
he had passed away his name and his fame, so marked in the great west,

was treasured above that of his fellow-laborers, Menard, Allouez, Nouvel
or Draillettes." May I not add that, most of all other states, his name
and his fame should be dear to Michigan ?

Such, then, was man who on the 17th of May, 1673, with the simple
outfit of two birch canoes, a supply of smoked meat and Indian corn,

and a crew of five men, embarked on what was then known as Lac Des
Illinois, now Lake ^Michigan. June 10th they came to the portage, in

Wisconsin, (III., 158), and after carrying their canoes some two miles over
marsh and prairie, " he committed himself to the current that was to

bear them he knew not whither—perhaps to the Gulf of Mexico, perhaps
to the South Sea, or the Gulf of California." June 17th, 1673, where now
stands Pairie du Chien, he had found what he sought, "and with a joy
that I cannot express we steered forth our canoes on the Mississippi, or

great river." We know that the honor of this discovery is ver}' stouth^

contested in favor of LaSalle, but for the present we confidently hold
with Parkman, (Discovery of the Great West, p. 25) :

" LaSalle discov-

ered the Ohio, and in all probability the Illinois also ; but that he dis-

covered the Mississippi has not been proved, nor in the light of the evi-

dence we have, is it likely." In 1846 W. J. A. Bradford, in his notes on
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the Northwest, says very dogmatically: "Father Hennepin must un-
doubtedly be considered the discoverer of the Mississippi ;" but if the
proof of it is only to be established by Hennepin's own narrative, which
Parkman describes as a rare monument of brazen mendacity, the proof is

still wanting. His famous voyage from the Illinois to the Gulf of Mex-
ico must be considered not onh^ as a falsehood, but a plagiarism.

Fortunately for the fame of Marquette, the true record of his labors

was not left to doubtful tradition and the hearsay testimony of Charle-

voix. Among the papers discovered some 25 years since in the archives

of the College of Quebec are accounts of the last labors and death of

Father Marquette, and of the removal of his remains, prepared for pub-
lication by Father Dablon ; Marquette's journal of his great expedition :

the very map he drew, and a letter left unfinished at the time of his

-death. So at least says Mr. Shea, and that these documents are to be
found in his work on the discovery and exploration of the Mississippi

Valley.

Leaving, then, the doubtful narrative of Charlevoix and the romantic
page of Bancroft founded upon it, we learn the real story of his death.

October 25th, 1674, he again left St. Ignace to fulfill a promise to the
Kaskaskias in Illinois. December 4th he reached Chicago, hoping to

ascend the river, and b}' a portage reach the Illinois ; but the ice had
closed the stream and it was too late, A winter march, facing the cut-

ting wind of the prairie was beyond his strength. His two faithful com-
panions erected a log hut home and chapel

—

the first dwelling and the first

church of the first ivhite settlement of the city—known for its great misfortune
the world over, the city of Chicago.

With the opening of spring the good father again set out, and his last

letter notes his progress till the 6th of April, 1675. " Just after Easter he
was again stricken by disease, (dysentery) and he saw that if he would
die in the arms of his brethren " at St. Ignace he must depart at once.

Escorted by the Kaskaskias, who were deeply impressed b}^ his zeal, he
reached Lake Michigan, gave orders to his faithful men to launch his

canoe, and commenced his adventurous voyage along that still unknown
and dangerous shore. His strength, however, failed so much that his

men despaired of being able to convey him alive to their journey's end
;

for in fact he became so weak and so exhausted that he could no longer
help himself, nor even stir, and had to be handled and carried like a

child. He nevertheless in this state maintained an admirable resigna-

tion, joy and gentleness, consoling his beloved companions, and encour-
aging them to suffer courageously all the hardships of this vo^'age." " On
the eve of his death, which was on Friday, he told them, all radiant with
joy, that it would take place on the morrow, and spoke so calmly and
collectedly of his death and burial that you would have thought it was
another's and not his own."

"Thus did he speak to them as they sailed along the lake, till per-

ceiving the mouth of a river, with an eminence on the bank which he
thought suited to his burial, he told them that it was the place of his

last repose. They wished, however, to pass on, as the weather permitted
it and the day was not far advanced ; but God raised a contrary wind.
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which obliged them to return and enter the river which the father had
designated."

" They then carried him ashore, kindled a little fire and raised a bark
cabin for his use, laying him in it with as little discomfort as they could

;

but they were so dej^ressed by sadness that, as they afterward said, they
did not know what they were doins:."

Many a time and oft, in my favorite summer home at Mackinac, have
I had this whole scene pass before me as in a day-dream from Point Look-
out, until last summer it took the form of accordant rhyme:

Where the gently flowing river merges with the stormy lake,

Where upon the beach so barren ceaseless billows roll and break,
There the barque so frail and gallant, known throughout the western world,
Glides into the long-sought haven and its weary wings are furled. _

Here, says one, I and my voyage and my sun goes down at noon
;

Here I make the final traverse, and the part comes not too soon
;

Let God have " the greater glory," care have I for naught beside,

But to bear the bleot evangel, Jesus Christ, the crucified.

II.

Slow and faint into the forest, straight he takes his quiet way.
Kneels upon the virgin mosses, prays as he is wont to pray

;

Nunc dimittis—then they hear him sweetly sing as ne'er before
;

Then the angels join in chorus, and Marquette is now no more.
This the prayer he leaves behind him, as is said his latest mass

—

" One day bear me to my mission, at the Pointe of St. Ignace."
Entered into rest from labor, where all toils and tempests cease,

Every sail outspread and swelling, so he finds the port of peace.

III.

Once again that spot so sacred hears the sound of human feet.

And the gently flowing river sees a strange funereal fleet

;

'Tis the plumed and painted warriors, of their diiferent tribes the best,

Who have met in solemn council to fulfill his last request.

Down their cheeks the tears are flowing, for the sainted man of God
;

Not the bones of dearest kindred dear as those beneath that sod.

Reverently the grave they open, call the dear remains their own

—

Sink then in the running water, cleanse and whiten every bone.

Place them gently in the mocock, wrought with woman's choicest skill,

From the birch the very whitest, and the deepest colored quill

;

In the war canoe the largest, to his consecrated tomb,
Like a chief who falls in battle, silently they bear him home.

IV. •

Gathers still the sad procession, as the fleet comes slowly nigh,

Where the cross above the chapel stands against the northern sky
;

Every tribe and every hamlet, from the nooks along the shore,

Swell the company of mourners, who shall see his face no more.



Annual Meeting of 1877. 139

V.

Forth then thro' the deepening twilight sounds the service high and clear,

And the dark-stoled priests with tapers guide and guard the rustic bier;

In the centre of the chapei, close by little Huron's wave,
Near the tall and stately cedars, Pere Marquette has'^found his grave.

Still I hear the Miserere sounding loud within my soul,

Still I hear the De Profundis, with its solemn cadence roll

—

" For the blood of thy red brother, who shall answer in that day,"

When before the throne of judgment earth and heaven shall pass away.

When these lines were written I had not seen the narrative of Fatlier

Dablon, but a further extract from it will show that there was very little

poetic license in them as to the leading facts.

" God did not permit so precious a deposit to remain unhonored and
forgotten amid the forests. The Indians called Kiskakons, who have
for nearly ten years publicly professed Christianity, in which they were
first instructed by Father Marquette, when stationed at La Pointe du St.

Esprit, at the extremity of Lake Superior, were hunting last year, not far

from Lake Illinois, {i. e. Michigan), and as they were returning early in

the spring they resolved to pass by the tomb of their good father, whom
they tenderly loved, and God even gave them the thought of taking his

bones and conveying them to our church at the mission of St. Ignatius.

"They accordingly repaired to the spot and deliberated together, re-

solving to act with their father, as they usually do with those whom they
respect. They opened the grave, unrolled the body, and though the

flesh and intestines were all dried up, they found it entire, without the

skin being injured. This did not prevent their dissecting it according
to custom. They washed the bones and dried them in the sun ; then
putting them neatly in a box of birch bark, they set out to bear them to

our house at St. Ignatius.
" The convoy consisted of nearly thirty canoes in excellent order,

including even a good number of the Iroquois," (a very ferocious tribe, who
were a great terror to other tribes and especially hostile to the Jesuits),

"who had joined our Algonquins to honor the ceremony. As they ap-

proached our house Father Nouvel, who is superior, went to meet them
with Father Pierson, accompanied by all the French and Indians of the

place ; and having caused the convo}^ to stop, he made the ordinary in-

terrogations to verify the fact that the body which they bore was really

Father Marquette. Then before they landed he intoned the De Profundis
in sight of the thirty canoes still on the water, and of all the people still

on the shore. After this the body was carried to the church, observing
all that the ritual prescribes for such ceremonies, It remained exposed
under his catafalque all that day, which was Whitsun Monday, the 8th

of June, and the next day, when all the funeral honors had been paid to.

it, it was deposited in a little vault in the middle of the chuixh, where he re

poses as the guardian angel of our Ottawa missions."

So far the invaluable record of Dablon. We come now to 1706, when
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for well-known reasons, for which we cannot pause, the Jesuits at St.

Ignace broke up their mission, set fire to their house and chapel and re-

turned to Quebec. What became of the bones of Marquette f Did they
carry them with them to Quebec ? No ; they left in haste, and fled

almost as for their lives. " There is nothing in Canadian registers, which
are extensive, full and well preserved." " Charlevoix, who was at Que-
bec on the return of the missionaries, is silent." There is little doubt,
therefore, that the precious remains of the great explorer still lay in the
chapel.

But the very site of the chapel was soon lost. The new chapel, still

standing, was confessedly not on the site of the old one. Could the old
site ever be identified ? It seemed very doubtful indeed. True, there
were a few local and legendar}^ traditions to which reference was made
some years since in his correspondence by the Hon. E. G. D. Holden, our
present secretary of state.

An Indian now living in St. Ignace told me early last summer that
^' his father told Mm, and that his father told Aim," and pointed out to

him the place on the shore of the bay where a black cross used to stand,
which was understood to "point out the direction" of the good father's

grave, and where the voyagers would invoke his blessing. I alscf have
it in writing from a very intelligent Indian, that last summer he called
on an aged Indian woman in Petoskey, claiming to be in her 100th year.
" I asked her if she had heard, when a girl, anything concerning the
Kitchi-ma-ka-da-na-co-na-yay, or " great priest." She said, " Yes. He
died at the mouth of the river, and his body was carried to Min-is-sing,"
i. e to St. Ignace.

These are but specimens of many similar traditions ; but would there
ever be anything more than tradition ?

Early in July I heard in Detroit for the first time, from Col. Stock-
bridge, who has a large lumber interest in St. Ignace ; that when he left

there was a report that the site of the old chapel had been discovered. If

so, thought I, then we have found Pere Marquette's grave at last—for the
one statement in which all seem to agree is that he was buried in the
middle of the chapel.

On my arrival in Mackinac I lost but little time before starting for

St. Ignace. Though only four miles off we tacked a dozen times and
took four hours, and worked hard at that.

On reaching Mr. Murray's house, where the supposed discovery had
been made, I found precisely what had been described a few days before
by a correspondent of the Evening News.

THE RECENT DISCOVERIES AT ST. IGNACE.

SHALL WE, OE SHALL WE NOT, RECOVER THE BONES OF MARQUETTE?
Correspondence of the Evening News.

Mackinac, July 12, 1877.

The readers of the Evening News will recollect the recently reported
discovery at St. Ignace of the site of the mission chapel founded by Father
Marquette in 1670, and under the pavement of which his bones were
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subsequently deposited. The account created considerable sensation
among antiquaries. Being in Mackinac, within four miles of St. Ignatius,

I improved the opportunity to cross over and see for myself what the
discoveries amounted to. The little steamer Truscott crosses each after-

noon; fare fifty cents. A few steps from the landing we turn into a
potato patch, just beyond which the boy who pilots us suddenly an-
nounces, "Here's the place." At first glance nothing can be observed
more than might be noticed on any vacant lot in Detroit. A closer ex-

amination, however, reveals a very slight trench about a foot and a half
wide, forming a rectangle 35 by 45 feet and located very nearly, if not
exactly, with the points of the compass, the longer measurement being in

the direction of east and west. At places in this trench rough stones lay
embedded in the earth. At the southern side of the space, about nine
feet from the western side, is a hole say three feet deep and eight or ten
square, and in the southeast corner another smaller hole. Until the pres-

ent spring the site has been covered with a growth of young spruce, the
clearing off of which led to the supposed discovery. The larger hole is

assumed to have been a cellar under the church in which the valuables
are kept ; the smaller hole is thought to mark the position of the baptis-

mal font, though why an excavation should be made for it is more than
I can conjecture. A few feet west of the rectangle described above are
two heaps of stone and earth, evidently the debris of two ruined chimneys.
The outlines of the houses to which the chimneys belonged can also be
faintly traced, the whole being grouped as in the diagram below

:

1. Ruined chimney.
2. Supposed cellar.

3. Site of font.

4. Potato patch.

5. Road and beach. ,

6. Moran's Bay, facing Mackinac Island.

Mr. Murray, the owner of the ground, is a well-to-do Catholic Irish-

man, owning as he does 600 acres of land on the Point. He has lived on
the place for 20 years past, and before that lived on Mackinac Island. He
is inclined to be superstitious and to magnify the mystery to which he
believes he holds the key. As illustrative of this he remarked in my
presence that when he was about to build a cow-house sometime ago his
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sons wished it located on what he now beHeves to be the site of the
ancient church, but the protecting influences of that sacred spot strangely
impelled him to adopt a different location. He is confident that by dig-
ing below the surface at the center of the church the "mocock "of bones
would be discovered, but thus far owing to a difference between himself
and the parish priest, not a spadeful of earth has been turned. The
priest believes the location to be the correct one, and is anxious to exca-
vate, but Mr. Murray refuses to permit it without a pledge that whatever
is found shall not be carried away from the Point. He offers to give
ground for the erection of a church or a monument on the spot, but
insists that the sacred relics, if found, must be left where they have
for two centuries rested. The bishop is expected at St. Ignace shortly,
when the cjuestion will be laid before him for adjustment.

Now as to the probability of the discovery being confirmed by others yet
to be made, I must confess to being less sanguine than Mr. Murray and
his neighbors. It is certain that the two ruined chimneys alluded to indi-
cate the location of dwellings at some period in the past. Bits of iron,

copper and looking-glass found in the debris attest this ; but whether the
buildings stood 50 years ago or 200 no one can positively assert. Mr.
Murray has known the spot for a quarter of a century, and can vouch
for no change having occurred in that time. I think it likely that they are
of a much older date. In regard to the assumed church site I think the
probabilities favor the existence there at one time of a building of some
sort. Whether it occupied the limits assumed—45 by 35 feet—is less

certain, while the existence of the cellar would seem to indicate that it

was a dwelling rather than a church. On the other hand, it is certain
that the mission was founded in this immediate vicinity, and the Murray
farm, as fronting on the most protected part of the bay, and affording
the best landing for boats, is certainly as likely a spot for Marquette to

have adopted as any. But nothing can be told with any certainty till

thorough investigation is made.
The tradition is that the mission was founded in 1670, that Marquette

subsequently visited Wisconsin and Illinois, establishing mission stations
as far up the lake as Chicago; that upon his return via the eastern shore
of Lake . Michigan he died at the mouth of the Pere Marquette river,

where Ludington now stands, and was buried there. A few years later

his bones were taken up, cleaned and packed in a mocock, or box made
of birch bark, and were conveyed with due solemnity back to St. Ignace
where they were permanently deposited beneath the middle of the church.
At a still later period Indian wars broke up the mission, and to protect
the church from sacrilege the missionaries burned it to the ground.

I also found in the possession of the present priest of St. Ignace,
Father Jaoka (pronounced Yocca), a pen and ink sketch, on which I

looked with most intense interest. This invaluable drawing gives the
original site of the French village, the " home of the Jesuits," the Indian
village, the Indian fort on the bluff, and, most important of all, ver}- accu-
rately defines the contour of a little bay known as Nadowa—Wikweia-
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mashong

—

i. e., as Mr. Jacker gave it, Nadowa Hurons. Wik-weia—Here
is a bay. Anglice—" Little bay of the Hurons ;

" or according to the
Otchepwa dictionary of Bp. Barraga, " Bad bay of the Irocjuois squaw."
Of the Indian village there is no trace. Their wigwams, built only of

poles and bark, have not left a single vestige. Not so with the French
village. You may still see the remains of their logs and plaster, and the
ruins of their chimneys. On the supjDosed site of the house of the Jesuits,

some 40 by 30 feet, are found distinct outlines of walls, a little well, and
a small cellar. Immediately in the rear of the larger building are the
remains of a forge where " the brothers " used to make spades or swords,
as the occasion might require.

On further inquiry of the priest, who was equally remarkable for his

candor and intelligence, and the length of his beard, I found that the
sketch of the house of the Jesuits was taken by him from the travels of
LaHenton, originally published in France, but translated and repub-
lished in England A. D. 1772. Only a few days after I saw a copy of

this very same book in the hands of Judge C. I. Walker, of Detroit, and
was thus enabled, to my very great satisfaction, to verify the sketch as
shown to me by Father Jaoka or Jacker (Yocca.)

LaHenton says : "The place which I am now in is not above half a
league distant from the Illinois lake. Here the Hurons and Ontawas
have each of 'em {sic) a village, the one being severed from the other by
a single palisade. But the Ontawas are beginning to build a fort upon
a hill that stands but 1,000 or 1,200 paces off. * * In this place the
Jesuits have a little house or college, adjoining to a sort of chapel and
enclosed with pale, which separate it from the village of the Hurons.

" The Cuereur du Paris also a very small settlement."—La Henton, vol.

L, p. 88.

From that moment I entertained the most sanguine hope that the
long lost grave of the good Marquette would again be found. Greatly
did I regret that I could not remain a few days longer, when the explora-
tion would be made in the presence of the excellent Bishop Mrak, and
learn what would be the result. I saw nothing whatever in the well-

known character of the bishop, or of the worthy pastor of St. Ignace to jus-

tify even for a moment the least suspicion of anything like " pious fraud."
Monday, September 3, 1877, Bishop Mrak dug out the first spadeful of

ground. For a time, however, the search was discouraging. " Nothing-
was found that would indicate the former existence of a tomb, vaulted or
otherwise," and the bishop went away. After a while a small piece of
birch bark came to light, followed by numerous other fragments scorched
by fire. Finally a larger and well preserved piece appeared which once
evidently formed part of the bottom of an Indian-wig-wap-makak-birch-
bark-box or mocock. Evidently the box had been double, such as the
Indians sometimes use for greater durability in interments, and had been
placed on three or four wooden sills. It was also evident that the box
had not been placed on the floor but sunk in the ground, and perhaps
covered with a layer of mortar. But it was equally evident that this

humble tomb had been disturbed, and the box broken into, and parts of

it torn out, after the material had been made brittle by the action of fire.
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This would explain the ahsence of its former contents, which," says Mr.
Jacker, " what else could we think—were nothing less than Father Mar-
quette's bones ! But what had become of them f Further search brought
to light two fragments of bone—then thirty-six more—finally a small

fragment, apparently of the skull—then similar fragments of the ribs,

the hand and the thigh bone. From these circumstances then we deduce

the following conclusions

:

1. That of M. Pommier, the French surgeon, that these fragments of

bones are undoubtedly human, and bear the marks of fire.

2. That everything goes to show " the haste of profane robbery."

3. That this robbery was by Indian medicine men, who coveted his

bones, according to their belief, as a powerful medicine.

4. That it must have taken place within a few years after the depart-

ure of the Jesuits, otherwise when the mission was renewed (about 1708),

the remains would most certainly have been transferred to the new
church in old Mackinac.

5. That Charlevoix, at his sojourn there in 1721, could hardl}^ have
failed to be taken to see the new tomb, and to mention the fact of its

transfer in his journal, or history.

6. That if we have failed to find all the remains of the great explorer,

we have at least found some, and ascertained the fact of his having been

interred on that particular spot.

7. That the records answer all the circumstances of the discovery, and
that the finding of tbese few fragments, if not as satisfactory to our

wishes, is at least as good evidence for the fact in question as if we had
found every bone that is in the human body.

Such are the leading points in Father Jacker's elaborate narrative, as

published in the Catholic World, November, 1877, in connection with the

article entitled " Romance and Reality of the Death of Father James
Marquette, and the recent discovery of his remains," by John G. Shea,

for which papers I am indebted to the kind courtesy of Mr. Daniel E.

Hudson, C. S. C, Notre Dame, Indiana, to whom I return most cordial

thanks.
AVhile in some respects the results are not quite so satisfactory as might

have been desired, yet the determination of the site of the old house of the

Jesuits, the discovery of the tomb, the recovery in part of the mocock
coffin, and above all, the finding of some of the bones of Marquette, are

all of intense interest to every lover of early Michigan history, and sug-

gest not a few parallels in the history of John Calvin's grave, and those

of other men in other times.

You all remember that of Wiclif, the " morning star of the Reforma-

tion," how his inveterate enemies decreed that his remains should be

disinterred and scattered ; how the order was obeyed, and what were

supposed to be the ashes of Wiclif were cast into an adjoining brook, one

of the branches of the Avon. And thus," says quaint old Thomas
Fuller, " this brook did convey his ashes into the Avon, the Avon into

the Severn, tlie Severn into the narrow sea, and this into the wide ocean.

And so the ashes of Wiclif are the emblems of his doctrines. It is now
dispersed all over the world."
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Thus beautifully expanded by Wordsworth in one of his sonnets:

Wiclif is disinhumed,

Yea, his dry bones to ashes are consumed-
And flung into the brook that travels near !

F^'orthwith that ancient voice which streams can hear,

Thus speaks—(that voice which walks upon the wind,

Tho' seldom heard by busy human kind):

'As thou these ashes, little brook, wilt bear
' Into the Avon—Avon to the tide

Of Severn—Severn to the narrow seas

—

Into main ocean they—this deed account,

An emblem yield to friends and enemies.

How the bold teacher's doctrine, sanctified

By truth, shall spread throughout the world dispersed.

So with Marquette, the great explorer—the oldest founder of Michi-

gan, whose grave was found within her borders, and to whom belongs

immortal honor, being the discoverer of the upper Mississippi and first

navigator of the great river. The scattering of his bones, I am ivell per-

suaded, is only a symbol of the wider extension of his fame. Already his

name is attached to a railroad, a river, a city, a diocese in Michigan

;

but that is not enough. Some forty years ago it was foretold by Ban-
croft "that the people of the West will build his monument," and now
the time has fully come when that prophecy will be fulfilled. Lest you
might think that I say this merel}^ out of state pride, or as a lover of anti-

quarian history, I will only add in conclusion that I say it out of a much
higher motive, and with reference to a much higher object. In reading

the life of Francis Xavier when a boy, I learned that there were some
lessons for Christian laborers from the lives of the early Jesuits, that

neither I nor any other man could afford to overlook. Granting that too

often they sought to help what they deemed a righteous cause by what
they knew to be unrighteous means, and so teach us what we should

avoid, there are other lessons that we would do well to imitate. The spirit

of union, which was to them so great a source of power, the cheerfulness

with which they suffered for the cause that they had espoused ; the un-

looked-for combinations of character in the same individuals, and above
all the magnetism of personal importance and power by having a definite

aim—such for example as we find in the good Marquette—belong not

to any one church or order of that church, but to man as man, and to the

world at large! There is only one regret that I should have in the

erecting of such a monument, and that is lest it should be built by our

Catholic friends alone. Will they not permit us all to join—Michigan,

Wisconsin, Illinois, and the whole Northwest—and do honor to the

?Teat explorer in a monument of natural rock, (like Monumental Rock,

sle Royale), the materials for which in that immediate vicinity have
been so long waiting, apparently, for just such a noble purpose ?

Note by the Committee of Historians—Some of the statements in Dr. Duffield's paper

have been controverted by Henry H. Hurlbut, Esq., in a paper prepared by him entitled

" Father Marquette at Mackinaw and Chicago," and read before the Chicago Historical So-

ciety, October 15th, 1878.

10
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SKETCHES OF THE LIFE OF REV. ABEL BINGHAM.

Prepared by his Daughters, Mrs. Ann H. Hulbert and Mrs. Sophia H. Buchanan—
Kead at the Annual Meeting, February 7, 1878.

The subject of this sketch was born in Enfield, Grafton county, New
Hampshire, May 9th, 1786. His parents were Elisha and Hannah Bing-

ham, who moved from the state of Connecticut and settled in that town
at a very early day. Their second child was the first born in the town.

His mother died when he was six years of age. He was named after

his great-grandfather, Deacon Abel Bingham, whose father, Deacon
Thomas Bingham, was the original emigrant from Sheffield, Yorkshire,

England. Early in the year 1798 his father moved into Jay, Essex

county, N. Y. The town was new, containing some twenty families, and
no other settlement, except two or three houses, short of twenty miles.

Elder Solomon Brown, a Baptist minister, moved into the place at the

same time, and a religious society was organized and Christian worship

steadily maintained. The following winter a small school was kept for

two or three months in a remote part of the town.

When about nine years old his mind was seriously impressed on the

subject of religion, by the preaching of Lorenzo Dow, who was said to

be eighteen or nineteen. He was converted at the age of twentj^-two,

under the faithful labors of Elder Brown, and to use his own words,
" was constrained to seek a Savior, instead of seeking salvation from pun-
ishment," was baptized and united with the church in the autumn of

1808. On the first of May, 1809, he was married to Hannah 0., eldest

daughter of Rev. Solomon and Mrs. Sally Brown. In the summer of

1812, his father-in-law moved to Caledonia, Genesee county, N. Y., and
was anxious they should accompany him, but they were then unable to

go. Mr. Bingham sold his farm early in the season of 1813 with that

intention, but the war had commenced, and the militia company to

which he belonged was called upon to furnish a detachment for three

months' service on the lines. He was orderly sergeant at the time. The
other two sergeants offered a bounty to be excused, but he said, " I will go,"

and wrote to his friends at Caledonia that he must first serve his country,

before he could join them in their new and pleasant home. Tlie company
was immediately organized and marched to the front. During that sea-

son he served in various capacities, as orderly, drill-sergeant and clerk

of the company, (which, he says, " proved an excellent school of disci-

pline,") making a good record for bravery and patriotic devotion to his

country. During the brief campaign they made several incursions into

Canada, routing the British not far from Champlain, capturing many
prisoners, retaking smuggled goods, and participating in several skir-

mishes. In the spring of 1814, for his prompt and efficient service, he

received a lieutenant's commission; and the captain having obtained
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leave of absence, the command of the company devolved upon him, which
position he retained till the close of the war. He participated in several

engagements, the most distinguished of which was the battle of Platts-

burg. When the British made a move on that place the battalion to

which he belonged, composed of 150 men, was commanded by Major
Sanford, who ordered him to take a detachment of 40 men and rout a
British picket. They met in the woods, fired upon each other, and both
parties retreated. At sunrise they joined Major Wool, with 300 or 400
regulars. There was no time for breakfast, so each man took a slice of

raw pork and bread, shouldered their arms and fought on the retreat

until they reached Plattsburg, eight miles. Early Sabbath morning,
September 11th, the British fleet appeared off Cumberland Head, came
within good fighting distance of our fleet and dropped anchor. After a

sharp contest of two hours the British flag came down. While this was
occurring, the British sent a large division across the Saranac river to

storm the fort. A spirited resistance was made by Lieutenant Bingham's
detachment, which, being compelled to retire, he was successful in con-

ducting the enemy from the fort. The British bugle just then sounded
a retreat ; but one of their flanks, not hearing the signal, marched on.

Another engagement ensued, during which he received a wound in the

forehead. He was taken up for dead, and as he was carried off the field

he heard several say, " Lieutenant Bingham is killed." The wound
proved a serious one, the skull being fractured ; but he was conveyed
to a house near by, where it was dressed and he returned almost imme-
diately to the scene of action. Afterwards, when relating this incident

to a party of friends, one gentleman listening intently, exclaimed. " Did
it kill you?" General Scott also, when dining at his table remarked,
noticing the wound, " Well, Mr. Bingham, you had your face the right

way." While at work in the field his wife could hear the roar of cannon
at the time of the battle, and it was not long ere news came of her hus-

band's death ; but the report was soon contradicted. As the war soon
closed, this battle ended his service in the army, whereupon he returned

to Jay.

In the autumn of 1817 he joined his friends in Caledonia, N. Y., and
purchased a farm. For many years his mind had been exercised on
the subject of ministerial work, especially a missionary life. He had
many misgivings in regard to his fitness for it, there being so few liter-

ary or theological institutions to prepare young men for the ministry.

He had often studied by the light of pine knots, and obtained a good
knowledge of grammar, when ploughing in his field. In seeking spirit-

ual guidance, that his duty might be made clear, he received direct

answer to prayer in being unmistakably instrumental in the awakening
and hopeful conversion of a young lady who had been firmly settled in

atheistic principles. At length several of his ministerial brethren inti-

mated to him that he had a work to do at the Tonawanda reservation,

among the Seneca Indians, the very place to which his mind had long
been directed. The township contained several hundred Indians, divided

into two factions, Pagan and Christian, the Pagan being in the majority
and led by the famous chief Red Jacket. In company with Elder Eli
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Stone he visited them, and found a number of families anxious to have
a mission established, the highest chief, Little Beard, being the leading

man of the Christian party. Six of the Pagan chiefs seemed also highly

pleased and approved the plan, provided the Buffalo chiefs favored it.

When the arrangement was effected between the missionary board and
the Indians, Little Beard requested the parties to each lay their hands

on the Bible, as a solemn ratification of the contract. On being ap-

pointed by the Genesee Association, this charge was given by its presi-

dent. Rev. Eli Stone :
" You must venture forth like Israel of old, with

what stuff you have, not knowing when this is exhausted whether your

next supplies will come from the earth or the skies." With such encour-

agement they went forth, in April, 1822, and found themselves safely

lodged in a small log house built for tliem by the Indians without assistance

from any white man. He began his labors immediately, preaching on

the Sabbath, and on Monday, the 8th of April, opened his school with

eleven scholars, and on the 10th was summoned before a Pagan council,

an account of which we give in his own words:
" Red Jacket presided, surrounded by 20 of his young warriors. He put

on a heavy brow, and his eyes flashed fire, while he addressed me, ' as one

having authority.' He undertook to state what the white people had

done to the Indians, how they had driven them from their habitations

towards the setting sun, murdered them, taken their lands, etc. He also

said he was witness to the fact that our ministers had taken pay of poor

people for nothing but preaching ; that some had made themselves rich by
their missionary operations among them, and closed his speech by say-

ing I must leave their village. He said if I had anything to say he

would hear me. I addressed him very mildly and respectfully. Did not

attempt to contradict what he said of the treatment received from the

white people, but simply remarked, ' If some of our fathers who were

dead had treated them badly, it was not our intention to do so, but so far

as lay in our power, would redress their wrongs, and we knew of no

better way than by brmging them the Gospel.' I assured them of the

benevolent designs of the society in sending me there, and what they

proposed to do for them. He heard me through, and then sternly re-

marked :
" We can plant our own corn, sow our own grass-seed, and we

want none of your help; you must clear out," He added, "You may
stay until morning, but then you must go." The next day a number of

our friends called to see what effect Red Jacket's speech had upon me.

They wanted to know if I was scared any, and if I was going to leave

them. On learning I was in no wise frightened, and that I did not con-

sider myself at liberty to leave unless called away by the board,

they were highly pleased, and Little Beard went immediately to the vil-

lage to see Red Jacket, and informed him of what I said. Jacket sent

me back his compliments, and thanked me for the mild and gentle man-

ner in which I treated the subject, and said, " probably when the board

heard about it they would send for me." That day he left for Buffalo,

but ordered the Tonawanda chiefs to see that I was sent off. Several days

passed, and seeing I was going on quietly in my work, they called a

council among themselves, and sent for me to attend it. My wife was
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sick, and I told them I would call down when she was better. They
could not wait, but came right up and held it at my house, reproving me
sharply for not obeying them, and intimating I might be abused by the

young warriors if I did not. I addressed them again with mildness, and
commended the mission to them. A second chief, by the name of Corn-
planter, replied. The substance of his speech was that he had no doubt
learning was good for white men, but it was not good for Indians. It

was apt to make bad men of them. I remarked that if some men did
make a bad use of learning, it did not prove that learning was bad ; it

only proved that men were bad. A good man would make a good use of

it, and a bad man would make a bad use of it. 'Twas so among the

white people, and they would find it so among the Indians. On hearing
my reply they burst out in laughter, and the interpreter rose, gave me
his hand, and walked out. Two of the chiefs looked very sour, but I

stepped forward, giving them my hand, which they took, and passed on.

Then Cornplanter stepped up ver}'^ pleasantly, and, with a hearty laugh,

shook hands, and went home, all feeling they had been defeated. After

this my friends called to cheer and comfort us, assuring us of their un-
wavering attachment. After some weeks we were informed that Jacket

was coming to move us off forcibly. In council with our Indian friends,

I told them I had a lock on my door, and would not be about the house.

This satisfied them. I saw Red Jacket as he passed along, and felt that

I would very gladly be excused from the trial. The next day I was
summoned before him at the Council House. As the old chief addressed
me, there was much savage fire in his eye, and he looked me very sternly

in the face. I looked him as steadily in the eye, but with a pleasant,

cheerful countenance. He authoritatively reproved me for not obeying
their voice, and said :

" I will send two teams to your house to-morrow at

12 o'clock, and you may have the privilege of packing up, but go you
must." When he had finished he said, " You must not speak." I told

the interpreter your chiefs have said I must not speak, but I've made no
promises. The next morning I took my wife and little son to school, and
locked the house. At noon they came, and finding a key that unlocked
the door, went in, packed my things, carried them to the settlement five

miles distant, and lodged them in an unoccupied house. The Pagans
were very much incensed, and said I had been allowed to stay too long
already, and threatened to burn my house. My friends went into the

house, and on witnessing its desolate appearance, came to us with sad

countenances and inquired, ''What will you do? " I replied, we will not
be in haste to decide. Let us go into the house and pray. After spend-
ing a short time in singing and prayer, we went home with my inter-

preter, who gave us his bed, he and wife taking a blanket, and sleeping

under a shade tree. Our friends dispatched a messenger to Buffalo vil-

lage, to let the Christian chiefs know what the Pagans had done. They
sent a warm message to keep up good courage, hold the ground, keep my
school going, and they would care for me. These trials did by no means
depress or discourage us. We were reminded how the saints, in former
days, took joyfully the spoiling of their goods, and the hope and belief

that these light afflictions, if rightly borne and properly improved, would
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work out for us such a weight of glory, was sufficient to render our minds
cheerful and happy. Their general council was to convene in a few days
at Seneca village, near Buffalo. I carried my wife to the settlement, and
then proceeded with Eld. Stone to attend this. On reaching Buffalo, the
Indians, finding Governor Clinton there, laid their grievances before

him. Red Jacket accused the missionaries of being like chipmunks;
said " they filled their wallets, and then cleared out," and vehemently
urged the governor to remove them. Young King, a chief, replied in

behalf of the Christian party, assuring the governor they desired to keep
the missionaries, and did not wish to be deprived of the benefit received
from them. The governor said we had no laws to prevent men from
preaching the Gospel, or teaching school, where people were desirous to

hear and be taught, but if any man moves on to your land to cultivate

the soil, he can be moved off. The next day the Indian council opened,
and the subject of Indian reform was the topic discussed. The decision

of the Pagans was delivered by Red Jacket, stating their determined
opposition to the missionaries, and that they would drive them off. Cap-
tain Billy, a chief of the same age and grade of Jacket, replied :

" They
had been advised," he said, " by their great father, the president, to get

missionaries among them, educate their children, and listen to the Gospel;

we are as determined in our purposes as you, and we shall keep them."
This ended the discussion. A letter was given me, signed by a major-

ity of the principal chiefs of the nation, authorizing my friends to bring
back my goods to Tonawanda, which was done. After eight weeks of

quiet, opposition appeared in a new form, hj the arrival of a sheriff, with
a warrant of removal. I told him my famil}^ was in no condition to be
moved, having a little daughter (Mrs. Hulbert) just one week old. I went
to see the judge who issued the warrant, but he had no disposition to

quash proceedings. He said if I continued the school, though not living

on the reservation, that would subject me to the penalty of imprison-
ment. I contended it would not, and referred the point to a lawyer
present (brother in-law to the judge), who replied in the affirmative, say-

ing, " common sense would teach it." I was enabled, however, to set

"common sense " so to reasoning on the subject as to bring them both to

a stand; and also said if we had such laws as would imprison a man for

teaching those who wished to be taught, I was willing to suffer the pen-
alty and let the people of the state know what kind of laws they had.
However, a week later I moved to the settlement, five miles distant,

according to my agreement with the sheriff; got me a horse, and went
right on with my school, and religious service on the Sabbath, riding
down and back every day. At this time we had trials of another kind.

My wife and little bo}'' were both sick, and one day I taught school with
my sick child in my arms, and was myself soon laid aside for three

months from illness, brought on by exposure while riding to and from
my school. On recovering, I quietly continued my labors among them,
with but little opposition, till January, 1824, when an attempt was again
made by this same lawyer (now district attorney), to imprison me. He
endeavored to strengthen the Indians in their paganism, and advised
them not to regard the Sabbath ; said there were many respectable men
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in Batavia who were opposed to keeping it. This gentleman they thought
was a " pagan white man." Here we can see how readily educated infi-

delity and heathenish paganism can unite their forces against evangelical

Christianity. But this effort utterly failed, and I was molested no more.
Soon after the mission received an appropriation of $300 per annum
from the Federal Government, and also gifts from Christian friends in
New York city, which enabled them to obtain a good location for build-

ing a mission house, and establishing a boarding school, within half a
mile of the council grounds and pagan village. This necessarily brought
more intercourse and deal with them. Mr. B , by his kindness and
unselfish devotion to their best interests (temporal as well as spiritual of

both factions,) gradually overcame their prejudices, and they felt he was
indeed their friend. So great was their confidence that those Indians,

formerly most bitterly opposed to him, trusted their business matters al-

most entirely in his hands. Even Red Jacket, his most persistent enemy,
became a warm friend. He was fairly won over, and expressed himself
fully in favor of schools for the education of their children, and instruc-

tion in the English language, as the following incident will show :
" One

day, in the sumuier of 1827, I met Red Jacket on the street, and, after the
usual salutations, informed him I wished to converse on the subject of

religion. With his usual adroitness, he intimated I was moving in an
ordinary circle, having charge of only a small mission, while he was a
principal chief of the Seneca Nation ; had traveled extensively, visited

many cities, been six times to Washington, and also visited Europe, leav-

ing me to infer that he could not receive instruction from me. I said, I

do not wish to talk with you about Washington, but of your soul, death,

judgment and eternity. I know you are a great man in your nation, and
you have a great mind, but you are an old man (now sixt}^), and must
soon die. I thought I could speak with you on this subject, and not
offend you. We sat down under a shade tree and conversed freely for a
long time. When I closed my remarks, as I had addressed him by the .

appellation of "Father," he said, "My son, I am truly thankful for the

very friendly talk we have had at this time ; it has made a solemn impres-
sion on my mind."

Mr. Bingham had now been with them more than six years. He had
buried two children, and his own health was seriously impaired, as it

was a sickly location ; he therefore felt he must close his labors among
them. The Indians made great progress in education under his instruc-

tion, some of them attaining eminence. He had established the mission
on a thorough basis; the church had quite a large membership, the
school was in a flourishing condition, and all visitors were astonished at

the progress and appearance of the scholars—Eli Stone Parker, of Gen.
Grant's staff, being one of them, Mr. B. having given him this Christian

name. The women received instruction in domestic work, from Mrs. B.,

and Mr. B. had also established the right of civil marriage among them.
The Indians had made great improvement in agriculture during his

labors there ; taught them how to cultivate the land, sow wheat, and raice

good crops. Little Beard harvested so fine a crop he made preparations
to build a new frame house for himself the next season.
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They were filled with sorrow and regret at his departure, and their

good wishes followed him to his new field of labor.

At this period of his life he becomes a Michigan pioneer. In July,

1828, he received from the Board of Foreign Missions, an appointment
as missionary to the Ojibwa Indians, of lake Superior, at Sault Ste. Marie,
Mich., which was a military station. After going to Boston to receive
instructions, he returned to his old home in western N. Y., where he was
ordained. Leaving his family behind, he bade farewell to long Iricd

beloved friends and neighbors, and started for the Sault, taking passage
at Buffalo Sept. 14th, in the schooner, " Lady of the Lake," Capt. Walker,
master, re-embarking at Detroit in the "John Quincy Adams," with Capt.
Charles Stannard, and arrived at the Sault Oct. 9th, 1828. He immedi-
ately called on Henry R. Schoolcraft, the Indian agent, by whom he was
most courteously received ; and also by Capt. Wilcox, of the garrison at

Fort Brady.
He was instructed by the board to establish religious service, and

extend the benefits of the mission to all within reach of his influence.

He therefore commenced service on Lord's da}^ morning, for the white
population, and in the P. M. for the Indians, occupying the same building
where Lewis Cass made the government treaty with the Indians, and where
his daughter Angle (now Mrs. T. D, Gilbert) was born. Miss Charlotte
Johnston, half Indian, sister of Mrs. H. R. Schoolcraft, and afterwards
wife of Rev. Mr. McMurray, an Episcopal clergyman, was his first inter-

preter. He opened his school with fifty-seven scholars, and labored with
'success until the 1st of April, when he walked on snow-shoes through the
woods to Mackinaw, for the purpose of taking a vessel to go to New York
State for his family. He met with a warm reception from the mission-
aries stationed at Mackinaw, and was invited by Rev. Mr. Ferry (Presby-
terian) to remain with him during his stay, and says :

" Our friendly

intercourse and Christian fellowship was never marred while we remained
on that frontier, and we felt as much at home at each other's stations as

if we belonged to the same denomination
; sat with them in session while

examining candidates for church membership ; among whom were Robert
Stewart, Mr. Dousman, Dr. Satterly, and others; delivered the prepara-
tory lecture previous to communion."

Mr. Bingham returned from Caledonia with his family July 11th,

1829. They were three weeks sailing up the St. Marie's river. He brought
carpenters from Detroit, built the mission house on a good site obtained
from government, through the commanding officer of the garrison, and
moved into it Nov. 16th; thus having better accommodations for his

boarding and day schools ; the former under charge of his devoted wife,

and the latter composed of Americans, mixed bloods, French and
Indians, from the most respectable children of the fort to the dirtiest

little red skin. In order that the boarding scholars might more readily

acquire English, they were not permitted to speak their native tongue
but one day during the week. His first acquaintance among the Indians
was with a minor chief, by the name of Shegud, a truly noble man, who
afterwards became his deacon, a church having been organized, com-
posed of both whites and Indians, as quite a religious interest had been
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awakened in the place, and some conversions among them. The first

person baptised was a woman 60 years old, noted for her intemperance
and heathenism, ever afterwards known as "The old native sister."

Intemperance was the great evil he had to contend with—" Ishkoda-
wauboo," or "fire water," could very seldon be resisted by either man or

woman. He more than ever realized the importance of his work, and
was stimulated to greater efforts in their behalf. He formed a temperance
society, in which he was assisted by the principal men of the village and
fort. Those who could not write signed the pledge by their mark. At
one period, so great were the results, the liquor was emptied into the

streets, and none sold for a long time. When Mr. B. urged Kabanodin,
chief of the Tequaminon band, to sign the pledge, he replied :

" If my
miouth was sewed up and my legs tied, I might keep from drinking;"
but afterward became a very temperate man. He visited the Indians at

their different encampments, at Sugar Island, Garden River, Muskota-
sauging, Tequaminon, White-fish Point, even extending his tours as far

as Gooley's Bay, Grand Island and Marquette. In summer he traveled
in his boat or canoe, and in winter on snow-shoes, with his dog-train,

carrying provisions and bedding ; visiting each different band at least

four times a year. When going to LaPoint and the farther extremity of

lake Superior, took a sail-vessel—the Algonquin or John Jacob Astor.

The hardships endured during some of his journeys were great; many
times in mid winter being obliged to take off his moccasins and wade
barefooted through streams not entirely frozen over, himself and inter-

preter carrying the dog-train He alwaj's carried medicine and the
temperance pledge with him on his visits, and Mrs. Bingham was con-
sidered quite a doctor among them. The Captain of the fort took great

interest in Mr. B's work, and proposed holding divine service in the
barracks. Meetings were held at 5 o'clock SablDath afternoons ; many
soldiers were converted, and united with the mission church. When this

command was ordered to Chicago, these members were dismissed, and
organized into a "branch," which was the beginning of the Baptist

interest in that city. Mr. B. assisted Dr. James, surgeon of the army, in

compiling and preparing for print, a translation of a portion of the script-

ures into the Ojibwa language. Was appointed chaplain of Fort Brady
-September, 1838. In January, 1842, he started for Grand Island, some 150
miles distant, with his pilot and interpreter (the latter, Henry Shegud, a

mission boy), and we quote a few passages from a graphic description in

his journal: "Spent two days with the Indians at Tequaminon, holding
services as usual. Snow had fallen during our stay, making heavy
traveling for the dogs, who could go but a short distance without stopping.

Did not reach White-fish Point the first day ; feared our provisions would
give out, and felt almost inclined to return ; but next morning, after

making a portage across the " Point," which lessened the distance, we
found the traveling better, took courage, and pressed ahead. Third day
came to a beautiful bay, at the mouth of the Grand Marie river, 90 miles
from the Sault; being rainy, the ice was covered with water, through
which we had to wade the whole distance across. Next morning, passed
the " Grand Sab," or great sand banks, stretching along the shore some
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eight or nine miles, nearly perpendicular, and from 50 to 150 feet ia
height. The curious stacks of ice that had been formed by the restless

motion of the great Superior on one side and the huge banks on the
other side, presented as grand and sublime a view as imagination could
paint. The heavy surf from the broad lake rolled in with awful majesty-

and dashed with tremendous force against the massive rocks.

After passing the " Pictured Rocks " we ascended the ledge and
camped in a small ravine. We were within twelve or fourteen miles
of the island, but could pass no further on the ice or beach, the lake
not being frozen at this point, so must take to the woods. The trav-

eling was so rough and uneven ; we were obliged to leave our dog-train,

oil-cloth, buffalo robe and oil-cloth overcoat, let the consequences be what
they might; strapped our provisions on our backs and continued our
march till we came upon a hunter's camp, so recently deserted that the-

embers were still alive, and found by our compass that we were lost.

T felt much uneasiness and concern. Took my Bible and read the 41st,.

42d and 43d Psalms, which were the first that presented themselves.
The word both reproved and comforted me. Spent the Sabbath here
and held divine service, preaching to an audience of one, his pilot,,

lyabas, through my interpreter. Monday retraced our steps, descended
a ledge of rocks into a deep ravine, and made two or three unsuccess-
ful attempts to climb the opposite bank. If we could not find a pass

up this precipice we must return without visiting the island, which
would be very unfortunate, as we were now limited to one meal a day.
My interpreter cast off his pack and snow-shoes, commenced climbing,
and in a few minutes sung out, " Here is a place I think we can pass."

This was a small protuberance somewhat resembling a man's nose,,

with perpendicular rocks on both sides of great height. Here we de-

scended the ledge by letting ourselves down from bush to bush, and
found ourselves on Lake Superior again within three miles of the lodges.

It was excessively cold, with a severe head wind, so that with my ear-

caps and handkerchief both tied over my ears, I froze one of them
going that distance. At two o'clock found ourselves comfortably seated

in Wazawwadon's lodge, who was expecting us Saturday. Mr. Will-
iams, an American, living on the island, received us with great kind-
ness, and fed up our dogs, which were nearly starved while going
through the woods. He also furnished us with provisions and every-

thing necessary for our return journey. While there held meetings
at tlie lodges and at Mr. W.'s house. Arrived at home much fatigued;,

was absent twenty-seven days, preached fourteen discourses, camped
sixteen nights in the woods, and was detained one day by severe

weather."

The life of Mr. Bingham at the Sault had in it much of interest.

His home was often resorted to by eminent men from various coun-
tries, who frequently found their way to that region, as the Sault in

summer was quite a "watering place" for travelers, pleasure parties

going there from Buftalo, Cleveland and Detroit. Gen. Cass, while

acting for the government in its dealings with the Indians, was fre-

quently there ; and it was not an unusual sight to see at his table all
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classes and conditions of men, from an English lord to a drunken
Indian, all equally welcome to his hospitality, in the name of the Mas-
ter. Among the distinguished visitors who called to see him and
learn of his work were the Bishop of Toronto, officers of the British

army, Lord Morpeth, of England, Earl of Carlysle, Gen. Scott and staff,

Tom. Corwin, several governors of this state, Dr. Duffield of Detroit,

and Bishop Upfold of Pittsburg, who occupied Mr. Bingham's pulpit

when there. He received a visit from Lord Morpeth one da}-, who
took dinner with them, visited the school, and was surprised at the
progress of the scholars. During all these years he had more or less

opposition from various quarters in efforts made to uproot the mission,

but they all proved unsuccessful, and he still kept on in the faithful dis-

charge of work he loved so well. The winters were long and cold,

thermometer often down to 30, and sometimes 40 degrees below zero.

Mails came in but once a month, being brought from Saginaw on snow-
shoes and dog-trains. Mrs. Bingham used to say it was like taking a
journey to the north pole when navigation closed.

His missionary life was not altogether devoid of danger. Positive

men make enemies, although it may be said that no man had fewer than
he. The brothers Schoolcraft, Mr. Bingham and some other leading
men at one time found it necessary to interfere with the high-handed
career of a notorious -and desperate character named John Tanner, a
white man, stolen by the Indians when a child and brought up among
them in the Red River country. He had moved to the Sault and was
for several years Mr. Bingham's interpreter. He was a man of strong
passions and violent temper; had married a white woman, but on ac-

count of his cruelty to her Mr. B., with officers from the fort and citizens

of the place, assisted her in leaving him and returning to her home at

Dearborn, near Detroit. For this act Tanner vowed vengeance to the
death, and threatened Mr. Bingham's life repeatedly. He once entered

Mr. B's study, came up stealthily behind him and reaching over his

shoulder wrung his nose spitefully, with the intention of breaking it.

He then rushed through the parlor, where sat a sister of Henry R. School-

craft, against whom he had a grudge, and fiercely shook his fist at her,

saying, " Look out for the flowers in your garden !" referring to her chil-

dren. Mr. B. was so incensed that he immediately followed Tanner, had
him arrested and imprisoned until he promised to keep the peace. Tan-
ner killed several valuable cattle belonging to Mr. B. and other citizens.

Saturday night, July 4th, 1846, Tanner set fire to his own house, scatter-

ing powder around it to insure its destruction, intending, no doubt, to

give the impression that he was himself burned with it. Early the
next Monday morning he was seen in a thicket not far from Mr. Bing-
ham's house, seated on a log, gun in hand, with a bundle at his side.

A few hours later Mr. James L. Schoolcraft, while returning from a
" wood camp," was shot and instantly killed. There seemed to be no^

doubt of Tanner's having committed the deed, as he had often been heard
to say that, " as Henry R. was beyond his reach, James, the next of kin,.

must die in his stead." The excitement was so intense that soldiers and
citizens alike joined in scouring the woods, fearing he might still be
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lurking about, and that Mr. B. would be his next victim.- Many of his

friends urged him to leave the place, but he replied, " I never yet have
deserted my post in time of danger, and will not now." The officers

deemed it prudent to keep a guard around the house every night for

several months. Tanner was never seen afterward, and nothing is posi-

tively known of his fate, though it was rumored by some old Red River
Indians " that on such a moon (corresponding with the month of Janu-
ary, after his disappearance), he came among them, and after a few moons
passed away "—(died,)

Mr. B. had associated with him at different times assistant mis-
sionaries, some of whom were afterwards appointed to the foreign field,

and others to the Mississippi, among the Cherokees. His son. Rev.
Adoniram Judsou Bingham, who graduated at Madison University in

1848, was associated with him for a short time.

Mr. James D. Cameron, a half-Indian from Toronto, an Episcopal mis-

sionary on the Canada side, having changed his views, joined the mission,

and was appointed assistant to the Tequaminon band, where he was still

laboring when Mr. Bingham left the Sault. He was a fine Greek and
Hebrew scholar, besides speaking three or four different languages flu-

ently. He translated portions of the New Testament into Indian.

It was a happy time in the family of Mr. B. when any of them had
an opportunity to make a visit " below," as it was called, and visit the

friends that were left behind. On one of these occasions, Mrs. Bingham
was wrecked on the steamer Albany, near Thunder Bay on Lake Huron,
late in November, and narrowly escaped death, the passengers being car-

ried on the backs of the sailors, from the small boats to an island near
by. No lives were lost, and everything saved. And on another, one of

the family escaped as by a miracle from being a passenger on the ill-fated

steamer Atlantic, that went down on Lake Erie with nearly all on board.

When the ship canal at the Sault was oj^ened, Mr. B. and family were
among the number of those who were invited on board the steamer Illi-

nois, when she passed through the "locks" for the fiirst time, June 18th,

1855. The Indians were now comfortably settled in their different villages,

having houses built, cultivating gardens, and by hunting and fishing,

made suitable provision for their families. The beneficaries (or boarding
scholars) had all attained their majority, and Mr. Bingham, now in his

seventieth year, thought it advisable to bring his missionary labors to a

close. On consulting with the "board" he received an answer approving
the plan, immediately closed his school, and made preparations for his

departure. On the 22d of October, 1855, took passage on the steamer
Illinois, with his family and one Indian girl, arrived at Grand Rapids in

November, and made it his home for several years, with his youngest
daughter, Mrs. J. C. Buchanan. He continued his ministerial labors in

the city and among the smaller churches in the adjoining towns, doing
good as opportunity offered, and in all his life proved himself what he
was, an heroic, unselfish Christian man, devoted to his duty, and the

good of others, as it was made known to him. In this brief sketch of

Mr. Bingham's life it needs to be understood, that without the support of

his equally unselfish and devoted wife, he would have been powerless.
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Cheerfully and without complaint she followed him where duty seemed
to lead, bore her full share of all their trials and privations, and was
ever a helpmeet, in the best sense of the term.

In justice to Mr. Bingham it should be said that his life work as a
missionary among the Indians was purely a labor of love. He had de-

voted nearly all the proceeds derived from the sale of his farm to mis-
sionary purposes, when he first entered upon his work ; and in all these

years he never asked or received a separate salary for his support. He
did not receive a pension until eleven years after being wounded, and for

several years only a half pension ; but had ever lived, literally, upon the
" promise " which was so truly verified in his case, " Trust in the
Lord, and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt

be fed." The golden wedding of Mr, and Mrs. Bingham was celebrated
May 1st, 1859, at the residence of their son-in-law, J. C. Buchanan, the
first that occurred in the city of Grand Rapids. A purse of $100 in

gold was presented them, Dr. Cummins, rector of Episcopal church,
making the address. Quoting from the " Chronicles " read on that occa-

sion, Mrs. Greeley (wife of the Congregational minister) says, " This is the
same table and bureau, which you may see in the dwelling at this day,
that Red Jacket carried away. "

In 1860 he purchased a home of his own, where, surrounded by chil-

dren and grand-children, and giving them his dying blessing as the
patriarch Jacob of old, he entered into rest, Nov. 26th, 1865, in his eight-

ieth year, having resided there just ten years, beloved and revered by all

who knew " Father Bingham."
Mrs. Bingham survived her husband by about three j^ears, and peace-

fully departed this life Oct, 13th, 1868, her decease being hastened by the

intelligence of the sudden death of her son, Rev. A. J. Bingham, who
died at Scottsville, N. Y., Aug. 8d, 1868, while on his way to visit her.
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SKETCH OF THE EARLY HISTORY OF METHODISM IN THE
SOUTHWEST PART OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN.

By Key. S. N. Griffith, 1878.

September 29th, 1829. The Ohio Conference met at Urbana, Ohio,

and Rev. Erastus Felton was appointed to St. Joseph Mission, in the

Detroit district. He does not seem to have penetrated far into the in-

terior of the state, or rather territory of Michigan. His labors were
mostly confined to territory now constituting Cass, Berrien and St. Joseph
counties.

September 30th, 1830. The conference met at Lancaster, Ohio, and
Rev. E. Felton was returned to the same field of labor, and Rev. Leonard
B- Gurley was appointed to labor with him as his assistant. Classes were
probably formed this year on the south side of Beardsley's prairie, and
on Young's prairie

;
perhaps also at Pigeon prairie. September 8th, 1831,

the Ohio Conference met at Mansfield, Ohio, and Rev. E. Felton was
appointed to labor on what they called Kalamazoo Mission, but he seems
not to have penetrated farther than Big Prairie Ronde, in the south part

of Kalamazoo county, and to have formed a class on the south part of

the prairie, which consisted of Luke Longwell and wife, who died at

Paw Paw, Seth Ballow and wife, Crage Rice and wife, Rodney Seymour,
(now, 1878, of Kalamazoo), Henr}'- Kinney and others. Mrs. Longwell was
very gifted in prayer and exhortation, and a woman holy in life and in

heart. October 4th, the Illinois Conference met at Indianapolis, Indiana.

Rev. J. T. Robe joined the conference at Indianapolis, and was appointed
to Wayne Circuit as junior preacher, with Rev. Joseph Tarkington for

his senior preacher. This was in the Madison district. Rev. Allen Wiley
presiding elder. This item is of especial interest to the history of

Methodism in Kalamazoo and the south part of Michigan, as the Rev.
James T. Robe was among the ver}^ first who were identified with the work
in these parts, and was the very first minister of any denomination who
preached in Kalamazoo. He now, in 1878, resides in Kalamazoo amongst
his people, a retired minister, respected and beloved of all.

May 1st, 1832, the General Conference met at Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, and on the 14th day of May the Indiana Conference was formed,

including Kalamazoo, in Michigan territory, and in the fall of 1882 the

Indiana Conference met for the first time.

At this there was formed a mission district containing the following

appointments, viz : Upper Wabash Mission, St. Joseph Mission. Rev.
Richard S. Robinson and Rev. George M. Besswick were the missionaries

appointed to labor in that field. Fort Wayne Mission was to be served

by Rev. Boyed Phelps, but by consent of all concerned the presiding

elder allowed the Fort Wayne work and the St. Joseph work to be thrown
together and making a six weeks mission of it, and the three preachers
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above named in connection with this work to work together. Kalamazoo
Mission was supplied by Rev. J. T. Robe, who was appointed by the In-
<iiana Conference to that work. Laporte Mission was supplied by the
presiding elder, Rev. James Armstrong.

Rev. James Armstrong is said to have been the first presiding elder

that ever visited Kalamazoo, or rather the place where it is now located,

but he did not hold any religious services in the place. This was prob-
ably in the summer of 1833, when he attended the camp-meeting held on
Big Prairie Ronde^ where the Rev. J. T. Robe held a camp-meetino- near
to where Judge H. G. Wells was then living. The judge now lives in Kala-
mazoo, highly respected. Rev. J. T. Robe on horseback, and with the tra-

ditional saddlebags, fording the swollen streams, sometimes swimming
them on horseback, sometimes mired down nearly all over, following
l)ridle-paths and Indian trails, exploring a wild territory with only here
and there a sparsely settled territory, seeking to save the souls for whom
Christ died, established preaching at the following places, viz : at Bron-

'son, now Kalamazoo, Goodrich Prairie, Comstock, Tolen Prairie, now
Galesburg, Grand and Genesee Prairies, Climax and Cobb's Corners, and
Judge Harrison's corners on Prairie Ronde, Longwells on the south side

of the prairie, Harris' Prairie, (now Three Rivers), Little Prairie Ronde,
Decatur, Young's Prairie, Diamond Lake, Cassopolis, Lagrange and Poka-
gon Prairies, Albrights, Hunters, in the bend of the St. Joseph River
above Berrien, and at the mouth of the St. Joseph River, Beardsley
Prairie, Edwardsburg and Indianfields, twenty-five in all, so arranged as

to enable him to reach them all once in four weeks. He found a class at

Gull Prairie, among whom was Bro. S. Boyk, who afterwards became a
preacher in the Wesleyan connection, and wife and others. Tolen
Prairie, now Galesburg, Jabez Rogers, leader, his wife and others; Gen-
esee Prairie, consisting of Elias Cooly, leader, and wife, who were the
parents of Rev. Elias Cooly, Jr., who is now a member of the Michigan
Annual Conference, William Patterson and wife and two daughters, Jane
and Rebecca, and others; on Gourdneck or East Prairie, Joshua Duncan,
leader, and Polly Duncan his wife, Ruth Lord and others, among whom
were Samuel Lord, now deceased, and his mother, Ruth Lord, who now,
1878, lives with her daughter, Mrs. Dr. Motram, of Kalamazoo. Some
years subsequent to 1832, Samuel Lord, desiring to give to Rev. Franklin
Gage some token of respect, went to Kalamazoo and bought cloth for a
pair of pants and made a present of the same to Rev. F. Gage ; the cloth

cost $5. Mr. Lord drew corn from Gourdneck, twelve or fourteen miles
distant, to Kalamazoo, and sold it for ten cents per bushel to pay for the
cloth for the pants. In Februar}^ 1833, Rev. J. T. Robe held a protracted
meeting near Judge Harrison's corners, which resulted in the conversion
of some fifteen persons who were formed into a class together with
several persons whose names were collected by Rev. E. Felton and left to

be arranged into a class by his successor. This class consisted of Bazil
Harrison, leader, recentl}^ deceased, being over 103 3'-ears old when he
died, and others, among whom were Darius Wells and wife. The house
of Darius Wells was one of the early homes and places of the Methodist
itinerant preachers. Bro. Wells was recording steward, and in after years
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was long a class leader, and his wife, sister Mary Wells, was one of the

mothers in our Methodist Israel. She died recently, and from a notice in

the memorial services in the South Bend Weekly Tribune, I take the fol-

lowing extract: "The services were held at New Carlisle, in Indiana,,

where she died, and to which place she had removed from Prairie Ronde
with her youngest daughter in 1866, and she departed this life January 6th,

1878. Rev. George W. Bord, assisted by Rev. W. P. McKinney, attended to

the funeral services at her residence in New Carlisle, Indiana, and then she

was conveyed to Schoolcraft to be laid beside her deceased husband, who
had preceded her to that goodly land where the inhabitants never

say I am sick and where pain and parting will be no more, and there will

be no more death, for the former things are passed away ; and there will

be no more night there. Darius Wells died January 24th, 1856. The
memorial services at Schoolcraft were conducted by Rev. J. Boyenton,

pastor of the church in this place, assisted by Rev. J. T. Robe, her first

pastor after removing from Ohio to Michigan in 1832. The funeral ser-

vices were very impressive, and were largely attended, not only by the

members of her own church, but largely by the old pioneers.

Sister Wells was always true to her religious profession. She was a

heroine in religion ; one or two acts only need to be mentioned to prove
this. When their barn was to be raised, in 1843, Darius Wells was to

leave home on the day of raising, and he told his wife not to have any
liquor brought on the place. After the hands had worked at it a while

the foreman came to the house and told Sister Wells that he had done all

he could without the liquor, and the money must be furnished to pay
for it, as the men declared they would not touch another timber until

the liquor came. Sister Wells replied that she was sorry to have the

work stop in that unfinished state, but that she would go out to the men
and thank them for what they had done, but that no liquor would be
furnished if the barn never went up. They, seeing her positive adhesion

to her temperance principles, went to work with a will and raised the

barn without accident. Thus the first battle of temperance was fought

and won. This occurred in 1834. Another instance occurred, which
showed her spiritual devotion and self-sacrifice for the cause of God.

She and her worthy companion refused to build a house other than their

first small house until they had builded a house for God ; and this was
the first house of worship north of St. Joseph river. But now they rest

from their labors and their works do follow them. Nathan Cobb was
among the number of those that formed the first class and was a s.tew-

ard, and furnished a home for the weary itinerant. He died in the sum-
mer of 1833, full of hope. Rev. J. T. Robe also formed classes at Little

Prairie Ronde, and at what is now called Three Rivers ; also on or near

McKinney's Prairie, and at John Albright's, at Edwards' Prairie, and at

John Hunter's, in the bend of the St. Joseph river, above Berrien, and
at the mouth of the St. Joseph river. The nearest he came to forming

a class in Bronson, (now Kalamazoo), was a class organized at Indian-

fields, at the house of Bro. John Hemka, who then lived on the east side

of the road at what is now called McKee's corners, this side of John Will-

iams', John Hemka, leader ; his wife, Hannah Chester Johnson, Maria



Annual Meeting of 1877. 161

McCane, Martin McCane and wife, and R, Harris, now living in Kala-
mazoo, 1878.

During this conference year, (1832-3), Rev. J. T. Robe preached the
first sermon in what was then known as Bronson, now Kalamazoo. It

was preached in the house of Titus Bronson, who was the proprietor of

the jDlace. His house stood near the corner of Churcli and Water streets.

Rev. Mr. Robe did not succeed in forming a class in Bronson this year,

but the seed sown was not lost, for Rev. Richard C. Meek, who succeeded
him the next year, did succeed in forming a class. Thus it is that one
soweth and another reapeth, and in the harvest both rejoice together.

In the summer of 1833 Rev. J. T. Robe held the first camp-meeting on
Prairie Ronde, alluded to before.

The Indiana Conference met at Madison, October 16th, 1833, and the
Rev. James T. Robe was ordained a deacon and appointed to the Carlisle

and Vincennes work, Vincennes district. Rev. James L. Thompson was
presiding elder. Kalamazoo reported 156 members. Rev. Richard C.

Meek was appointed to the Kalamazoo work, and in the spring of 1834
Rev. R. C. Meek succeeded in forming a class in Kalamazoo consisting

of Wm. H. Colman, leader ;
E. A. Colman, Francis Colman, Julia Col-

man, George Patterson, (still a member of the class), and living here, Re-
becca, his wife, (long since gone to rest), and Mrs. Wood, mother of Smith
L. Wood, now living on Asylum avenue, beyond the asylum building
for the insane. This class was organized at the house of George Pat-
terson, now familiarly called Uncle George. The house was situated on
the main street where the residence of the late Wm. B. Clark stands.

There the class generally met for preaching and other religious services.

There, too, the preachers generally found a home, although the house
was small, being only about fourteen by sixteen feet, and Uncle George
had two boarders all the time besides comers and goers. September 12th,

1834, Rev. James Armstrong died in LaPorte county, Indiana. October
22, 1834, the conference met at Centerville, Wayne county, Indiana.
Kalamazoo mission reported 250 members. The names of the districts

were the LaPorte District, Rev. R. Hargrave, presiding; Kalamazoo
Mission, Rev. J. T. Robe ; South Bend Circuit, Rev. S. R. Ball ; St. Joseph
Circuit, Rev. S. R. Robinson ; Cassopolis Circuit, Rev. R. C. Meek ; Fort
Wayne, Rev. R. Farnsworth ; Marion Circuit, Rev. C. Swank. This year
Rev. J. T. Robe formed a class at Silver Creek ; Nathaniel Weed was the
class-leader. He was a very conscientious, good man ; he died about the
year 1846, full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. He made his will while
on his death-bed and selected the text for his funeral sermon : Psalms
xxxiv : 19—Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord de-

livereth him out of them all. He selected the Rev. J. T. Robe to preach
his funeral sermon ; he died full of the hope of immortality and eternal

life. Oh, may my death be the death of the righteous, and my last end
be like his. Rev. Mr. Robe this year formed a class at Paw Paw ; Mr.
Newcomb was appointed leader. Mr. Robe's appointments for this year
were Kalamazoo, Indianfields, Climax and Toland's Prairie, Comstock,
Gull Prairie, Silver Creek, Gun Plains, Otsego, Allegan, Paw Paw, Grand
Prairie and Genesee Prairie, so arranged that he could reach them all

11
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once in two weeks. At Kalamazoo he preached at the house of Uncle
George Patterson until late in the fall of 1834, when the school-house
was so far finished that it could be occupied for preaching. The house
stood on South street, where the Jewish synagogue now stands. The
school-house is a specimen of, and a reminder of the secular and religious

antiquities of the long past. It was removed to No. 100 North street,

that being the corner of North and Church streets, and is now fitted up
for a dwelling house. Any one wishing to see the house whose walls

were shaken h\ the thunder of pioneer Methodist eloquence can call and
spend a few moments in reflection on and in contemplation of the future.

Service began to be held in this then new school-house in the fall of

1834, by holding a quarterly meeting and sacramental service, conducted
by Rev. J. T. Robe, preacher in charge. This was the first sacramental
service ever held in Bronson, (now Kalamazoo), at which Rev. R. Har-
grave preached with power and in the demonstration of the spirit ; he
was an able divine. About this time Bronson was visited with a refresh-

ing revival of religion, which strengthened the little society which had
been so recently organized. There were additions to their numbers both
by letter and probation.

Rev. Richard Hargrave still lives ; he is now (1878) a superannuated
member of the Northwest Indiana Conference. In June, 1835, a

camp-meeting was held on the same ground previously occupied for

similar purposes, on the north part of Big Prairie Ronde, first occupied
in 1833 by Rev. J. T. Robe and Rev. James Armstrong. In 1835, Rev.
R. Hargrave had charge, and during the progress of the meeting, viz

:

on the night of the 20th of June, 1835, there was a terrible frost which
killed corn and nearly everything ; corn was waist high, and wheat was
in bloom, and was so blighted that many large fields would not yield one-

half bushel wheat in harvest.

On October 15th, 1835, the Indiana Conference was held at LaFayette,
Tippecanoe county, Indiana. Rev. J. T. Robe was ordained an elder and
appointed to Marion charge, Indianapolis District; Rev. James Havens,
presiding elder. Kalamazoo reported 120 members, and that year Rev.
J. T. Robe reported $8.00 collection for the superannuated and worn-
out ministers, their widows and children. This was the first collection

reported from this work for that purpose that appears on the minutes of

the conference.

Rev. R. Hargrave was continued as presiding elder of the district, and
Rev. Sanford S. Williams, preacher in charge of the Kalamazoo mission.

Cassopolis, which was formerly a part of the Kalamazoo work, was sup-

plied by Rev. T. P. McCool.
In 1836 the Indiana Conference met at Indianapolis. Kalamazoo

reported a membership of 132. Rev. R. Hargrave was continued as

presiding elder on the same district; and Rev. Erastus Kellogg, (father

of Rev. E. L. Kellogg, of the Michigan Conference), who has since located

and removed to California, and Rev. H, B. Beers, were appointed to

the Kalamazoo work. Rev. E. Kellogg formed a class this year of

thirteen members, at Comstock, all of whom have died except J. Love-
land.
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At that conference Rev. J. T. Robe was appointed to the Paoli charge

;

Rev. C. W. Ruter was his presiding elder.

This conference year (1836-7) Rev. E. Felton, of the Ohio Conference,

died at Rosco, Ohio.

The General Conference of 1836 met at Cincinnati, May 1st, at which
the Michigan Annual Conference was organized and made to include all

that part of Ohio not included in the Pittsburg, Erie, Ohio, and the Indi-

ana conferences, and all the territory of Michigan except so much as was
included in the LaPorte district. It will be perceived that Kalamazoo
still was a part of the LaPorte District, continued to belong to the Indiana
Conference for four years after the formation of the Michigan Conference.

October 25th, 1837, the Indiana Conference met at New Albany,
Indiana. Kalamazoo Mission reported 272 members. Rev. R. Hargrave
was continued as presiding elder on the LaPorte district, and Rev.
J. T. Robe was appointed to the Brookville charge ; he had Rev. E. G.

Wood now (1878) a member of the South Indiana Conference, for his

presiding elder. Kalamazoo was supplied by Rev. E. Kellogg and Rev.
Jacob Colclazer, now (1878) a member of the North Indiana Conference.

Rev. R. C. Meek located at this conference. Niles was supplied by Rev.
Jas. S. Harrison and Rev. S. S. Williams. St. Joseph by Rev. W. Todd.

October 17th, 1838, the Indiana Conference met at Rockville, Indiana.

Kalamazoo reported 400 members. Rev. Aaron Wood, now D. D., was
appointed presiding elder. Kalamazoo was served this year by Rev.

W. Todd, who is now superannuated and living in Erie, Penn., and
Rev. H. Worthington, now (1878) a member of the Michigan Conference.

Niles was served this year (1838) by Rev. W. H. Sampson. At Berrien

Springs Rev. Joseph Byron was pastor. Allegan was supplied by Rev.
George Stanley; and St. Joseph by Rev. John Erkenbrack and Rev. E.

Arnold.
Rev. J. T. Robe was this year (1838) appointed to the Fort Wayne

charge, and at the next conference, which met at Lawrenceburg October
28th, he located with the intention of going as a missionary to Oregon,

but owing to the remonstrance of his wife's friends he finally gave it up.

Kalamazoo was supplied this year (1839) by Rev. Mr. Vanorder and Rev.

O. S. Wells, with a membership of 400. At this conference the Michigan
district was formed, and Rev. John Erkenbrack was appointed presiding

elder ; Niles, Rev. J. Sampson ; Edwardsburg, Rev. J. Byron
;

AVhite

Pigeon, Rev. J. V. Watson ; Centerville, Rev. E. Kellogg ; Berrien, Rev.

F. Gage ; Paw Paw, Rev. H. Worthington ; Allegan, Rev. W. Todd.
The General Conference met at Baltimore, Maryland, May 1st, 1840,

at which time the Michigan Conference was made to include all the State

of Michigan. August 19th, 1840, the Michigan Annual Conference met
at Marshall, Michigan, and at this conference the Michigan district was
changed to Kalamazoo district, with Rev. J. Erkenbrack presiding elder,

Kalamazoo charge, Rev. R. R. Richards and Rev. R. H. Cook ; White
Pigeon, Rev. W. J. Sampson ; Centreville, Rev. E. Kellogg ; Edwardsburg,
Rev. J. Byron and Rev. D. Knox ; Niles, Rev. James V. Watson ; Berrien,

Rev. H. Worthington ; Prairie Ronde, Rev. F. Gage ; Allegan, Rev. W,
Todd ; Paw Paw, Rev. H. Vanorder. Rev. Ransom R. Richards died at
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Hudson, Michigan, perhaps about the year 1869, and Eev. R, H. Cook
united with the Baptist church.

This conference year Rev. S. S. Williams died at his father's house in

Hamilton, Ohio, in May, 1841.

In lookinsj over the history of the pioneer Methodist ministers, one
thing strikes iis very forcibl}', that is, the number of itinerants that went
home to their earthly father's house to die. This was indeed an earthly

comfort, to die amongst one's friends and loved ones. But, how much
greater is the privilege of dying in the arms of Jesus, to lean our heads

on Jesus' breast and breathe our lives out sweetly there. These ministers

died well.

September 20th, 1841, the Michigan Conference met at White Pigeon.

Kalamazoo reported 282 members. Rev. James F. Davidson, now (1878) a
member of the Detroit Conference, was appointed presiding elder of the

Kalamazoo district. Rev. Ransom R. Richards and Rev. Edward Kellogg,

brother of Israel Kellogg, of Kalamazoo, are now dead. They were

appointed to the Kalamazoo charge in 1841, and Rev. E. Kellogg died in

Coloma, Michigan, about 1868. These were the days of those wonderful

quarterly-meetings, at which the people gathered from far and near, and
remained sometimes for days, for they were seasons of revival and great

refreshing to the church. The people were provided for freely until the

close of the meeting. Those were the occasions when every board in the

floor of their log cabins had a lodger. Rev. R. R. Richards' pastorate

was an era of church building ; he preached once at the house of John
Henika, and then the societ}^ at Indianfields moved into an humble house

of worship at Thayers' corners, now McKee's corners. During his pastor-

ate, what is now called the old Methodist church in Kalamazoo was built

;

it now stands on North Burdick street, and is used as a carriage factory.

This building, now unpretentious, was a fine building in the time of it;

it stood on the corner of Church and Academy streets, the place where

the Dutch Reformed Church now stands, on the south-east corner of the

Church square. David Swayzee, E. Walters and E. White were leading

spirits in building the old Methodist E. Church. It was dedicated Jan-

uary 14th, 1842, by Rev. Jas. V. Watson. August 17th, 1842, the Mich-

igan Conference met at Adrian ; Kalamazoo circuit stood at the head

of the list of appointments on the Kalamazoo district, and reported 280

members. Rev. James F. Davidson was appointed presiding elder of the

Kalamazoo district, and Rev. J. W. Brier was appointed preacher in

charge of the Kalamazoo circuit, and Rev. R. R. Richardson became
superannuated, and was appointed as Rev. J. W. Brier's helper during

Rev. J. W. Brier's administratittn. During the month of June, 1842, a

camp-meeting was held on Elias Cooly's farm ; he was the father of Rev.

E. Cooley, of the Michigan Conference. Several events combined to

make that meeting a memorable occasion, and will be remembered for

years thereafter.

On Saturday morning the pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Kal-

amazoo, Rev. Mr. Hoyt, familiarly known as Priest Hoyt, preached a

sermon on the world, the flesh and the devil. He announced the heads

of his discourse as follows : First, I shall pass over the world ; secondly,
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I shall touch lightly on the flesh ; and thirdly, I shall hasten on to the

devil. This division, although given in all seriousness, was too much for

the risibilities of a group of Methodist ministers, and a spontaneous and
irrepressible burst of laughter followed. The same day, or perhaps the

day after, a strange character appeared on the ground clad in an unusual
garb, having long white locks and a flowing white beard, a face thin and
pale, and the fire of an unusual intellectual energy flashed from his eyes;

he attracted the attention of all. It was soon discovered that his mind
wus almost wholly occupied with the subject of Universalism, against

which he had composed a long, peculiar poem which, though destitute

of any great literary merit, was nevertheless full of brilliant hits upon
the weakness of that system of religious belief (if it be called religious).

He sought the privilege of the presiding elder to deliver this poem before

the congregation ; this was refused him. On Monday, however, the Rev.

Jas. F, Davidson was temporarily absent, and the brother in charge gave
the poet an opportunity to deliver his production; the effect was tremen-

dous ; it is said to have nearly destroyed Universalism as an organized

form of religious belief in the whole region affected by the camp-meeting.
Monday afternoon Ephraim Burdick and Mr, Patris went forward for

prayers, and a prayer-meeting of unusual interest was held.

August 16th, 1843, the conference met at Ann Arbor. Kalamazoo
reported 340 members. Hastings and Grand Rapids are among the

appointments of the Kalamazoo district for that year. Rev. James F.

Davidson was continued presiding elder, and Rev. James Hudson, who
died at Trenton, Michigan, some three years since, and Rev. Jacob E.

Parker, now (1878) a government clerk at Washington, D. C, were
appointed to the Kalamazoo charge about this time. T. C. Brownell was
acting as sexton, taking care of the church, lighting with whale oil, and
doing it all free of charge. This conference year (1843-4) Rev. F. Gage,

then pastor at Otsego, held a camp-meeting on Gun Plains, about the

first of August. At that meeting Ephraim Burdick and Mr. Patris and
Finster all professed to have experienced religion. On Monday of the

meeting, Mr. Patris was baptzied in Pine lake ; several others were also

baptized at the same time, among them was a child ; in baptizing this

child, Rev. F. Gage stood in the margin of the lake and applied the

water with his hand from the lake and baptized the child in the name of

the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. While he was thus engaged an unusual
and overwhelming influence seemed to fall upon the whole assembly

;

they all fell to the ground and on their knees immediately engaged in

prayer and praise; this continued until evening. The leader could not

bring the meeting to a close until night, when they all returned to the

camp ground ; then the same power fell upon all those in camp, and there

occurred one of those wonderful and astonishing scenes or sessions so

fragrant in the early history of the church in this country ; every body
that did not run away was converted; prayers, praise and exhortations

continued all night.

October 2d, 1844, the Michigan Annual Conference met at Coldwater.

Kalamazoo reported 325 members. At this session Grand Rapids was
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set off into Shiawassee district, which extended across the state from lake
Huron on the east to lake Michigan on the west.

Rev. Jas. F. Davidson was reappointed presiding elder of the Kalama-
zoo district. Rev. F. Gage was appointed to the Kalamazoo circuit.

There was at that time a debt on the church of $1,100. Rev. F. Gage,
who was then the pastor, secured a subscription of seven hundred dol-

lars during his administration. The appointments on the Kalamazoo
circuit were as follows, viz: At Kalamazoa, Thayer's corners, (now Mc-
Kee's corners), where was a large membership ; and on Grand Prairie,

Genesee Prairie, Comstock, and Brother Batt's, four miles northeast, on
Gull Prairie. About this time the Sunday evening appointments at

Kalamazoo were always large and crowding the house. The services

were usually short, and at the close Rev. F. Gage would descend into the
altar and Bro. Swayzee, a tall man and a good singer, would rise and
slowly come forward to the altar, singing as he came. His sweet voice
rolled out over the audience with thrilling power. When at the altar,

he would stand and sing till the space at the altar was full of kneeling
penitents, anxiously seeking the pardon of their sins. Then they would
have a season of prayer—regular old-fashioned prayer meeting—con-

tinuing about twenty or thirt}" minutes. This period was the beginning
of better days for Kalamazoo, which until then had had a hard struggle

to maintain existence.

September 3d, 1845, the conference met at Detroit. Kalamazoo re-

ported only 100 members, a seeming decrease of 225 members. This
was due to the fact that at the preceding conference of 1844 Climax cir-

cuit, a very large portion of the members included in the Kalamazoo work,
was set off to form the Climax circuit. Rev. Wm. Sprague was appointed
presiding elder of the Kalamazoo district, and Rev. R. B. Camburn was
appointed to the Kalamazoo work. Bro. Camburn, after twenty-seven
years of labor in the ministry, died at Sherman, Michigan, October 17th,

1871, at the commencement of his second year on the district of Grand
Traverse. During this conference year, 1845-6, the debt on the Kala-
mazoo church was paid. This joyous event was especially owing to the

exertions of Bro. Sprague. September 23d, 1846, the conference met at

Marshall. Kalamazoo reported 118 members. Rev. Wm. Sprague was
reappointed presiding elder of Kalamazoo district, and Rev. R. Reynolds
was appointed to the Kalamazoo work, and subsequently he (in 1849),

withdrew, and is said now to be a politician in Minnesota. September
15th, 1847, conference met in Ypsilanti. Kalamazoo reported 130 mem-
bers. Wm. Sprague continued on the district, and Rev. F. B. Bangs
was the preacher in charge of the Kalamazoo work.

On September 6th, 1848, conference met at Kalamazoo for the first

time. Bishop Jaynes presided. Wm. Sprague was continued on the

district and Rev. Joseph Blanchard was appointed to the Kalamazoo
charge. He died at Ann Arbor about the year 1857. Rev. Edward K
Kellogg located. The entertaining of the conference was a heavy
charge, though cheerfully performed.

September 5th, 1849, conference at Adrian. Kalamazoo reported 120
members and 55 probationers. At this conference (1849) Rev. F. B.
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Bangs was appointed presiding elder of the Kalamazoo district and Rev.
E. H. Pilcher, long a member of the Detroit conference, and more re-

cently removed to Canada, was this year (1849) appointed to Kalamazoo
work. November, 1850, Wm. Sprague was elected to Congress from the
second congressional district, and he located at the ensuing conference,

which was held at Albion, September 4th, 1850, Bishop Morris presiding.

Kalamazoo reported 168 members. Rev. F. B. Bangs was continued
• presiding elder of the Kalamazoo district and Rev. C. A. Bruce was ap-
pointed preacher in charge of the Kalamazoo work.

September 3d, 1851, the conference met at Monroe ; Bishop Morris
presided. Kalamazoo reported onl}" 97 members and five probationers.

Rev. F. B. Bangs was reappointed presiding elder of the Kalamazoo dis-

trict and Rev. C. A. Bruce was reappointed to the Kalamazoo work.
Rev. John Erkanbrack died on May 7th, 1852, at Bronson, Michigan.

September 15th, 1852, conference met at Niles, Bishop Scott presiding.

Kalamazoo reported 105 members. Mr. Bruce withdrew from the M. E.

Church and joined the Protestant Episcopal Church, and died soon after.

Rev. F. B. Bangs was reappointed presiding elder of the Kalamazoo dis-

trict and Rev. J. H. Peitzel was appointed to the Kalamazoo work. He
is now a superannuated member of the Michigan Conference, and resides

at Three Rivers, Michigan.
September 14th, 1853, conference met at Detroit, Bishop Waugh pre-

siding. Kalamazoo reported 121 members and 21 probationers. Rev.
T. H. Jacokes was appointed presiding elder of the Kalamazoo district

and Rev. James Somerville, (now living at Lansing, Michigan), was ap-

pointed preacher in charge of the Kalamazoo appointment.
September 13th, 1854, the conference met at Ann Arbor, Bishop

Baker presiding. Kalamazoo reported 111 members and 24 probationers.

Rev. T. H. Jacokes was continued as presiding elder on the Kalamazoo
district and Rev. David Burns was stationed at Kalamazoo.

Rev. James T. Robe took work and was appointed to the Ganges
work.

September 5th, 1855, the Michigan Annual Conference met at Flint,

Bishop Ames presiding. Kalamazoo reported 134 members and 24 pro-

bationers. Rev. I. Cogshall was appointed presiding elder of the Kala-
mazoo district and Rev. D. Burns was continued on the Kalamazoo
charge ; he died at Albion July 28th, 1877. Rev. J. T. Robe was ap-

pointed to Buchanan.
The General Conference convened at Indianapolis May 1st, 1856. At

this conference the Detroit Conference was set off from the Michigan
Conference.

October 1st, 1856, the Michigan Conference met at Coldwater. Bishop
Morris presiding. Kalamazoo reported 178 members and 10 probation-

ers. Rev. I. Cogshall was continued presiding elder of the Kalamazoo
district and Rev. Wm. C. Comfort was appointed to the Kalamazoo
charge. The report of this charge was as follows : Number in society,

167 members; deaths, 5; probationers, 20 ; baptized, 13; adults, 8; in-

fants, 5 ; the church valued at |3,000, and the parsonage at $2,000 ; col-

lections for conference claimants, $13,58 ; missions, $73.92 ; tracts, $8

;
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Bible Society, $18; Sunday-school Union, $10; amount for benevolence
this year (1856) was |123.50. Rev. James T. Robe was appointed to the
Sumnerville charge, and he served them two years, viz : 1856-7 and
1857-8. The next appointment that he served was Schoolcraft two
years, viz : 1858-9 and 1859-60 ; his next appointment was Grand
Rapids west charge, one year, viz: 1860-61. Here his health, which
had been going down for some time, so far failed as to oblige him to take
a superannuated relation to the conference, which relation he has ever
since held. He is now over 71 years of age, (1878.)

The names of the presiding elders that have served the Kalamazoo
district since 1856 until the fall of 1878 are as follows:

Rev. I. Cogshall, four years from 1855 to the fall of 1859.
Rev. A. J. Eldred one year, (1860.) Then the Kalamazoo district was

divided, and Niles district was formed with Rev. A. J. Eldred as presid-
ing elder.

Rev. F. B. Bangs four years, from 1860 to the fall of 1864.
Rev. R. Sapp for four years, from the fall of 1864 to the fall of 1868.
Rev. T. Lyon one year, 1868-9.

Rev. I. Cogshall four years, from the fall of 1869 to 1873, in the fall

of that year.

Rev. H. C. Peck four years, from the fall of 1873 until the fall of 1877.
Rev. J. Millar was appointed presiding elder of the district of Kala-

mazoo in the fall of 1877, and now it is May, 1878.

The names of the preachers who were appointed to the Kalamazoo
charge from 1856 to 1878 were as follows, viz

:

In 1856 Wm. Comfort was continued from the previous year, (1855 to

1857), and Rev. T. H. Jacokes for one vear from the fall of 1857 to the
fall of 1858.

Rev. Joseph Jennings two years, from the fall of 1858 to the fall of
1860.

Rev. F. D. Hemmingway one year, from the fall of 1860 to the fall

of 1861.

Rev. R. C. Crawford one year, viz:, from the fall of 1861 to the fall

of 1862.

Rev. F. D. Hemmingway three vears, from the fall of 1862 to the fall

of 1865.

Rev. C. Shelling for two years, viz : from the fall of 1865 to the fall

of 1867.

Rev. L. H. Pearce two years, viz : from the fall of 1866 to the fall of

1868.

Rev. H. M. Joy three years, viz : from the fall of 1869 to the fell of 1872.

Rev. S. N. Griffith three years, viz : from the fall of 1872 to the fall

of 1875.

Rev. H. F. Spencer three years, viz : from the fall of 1875 until the
fall of 1878.

Rev. R. Sapp died at Grand Rapids May 1st, 1873; Rev. T. Lyon
located September 20th, 1869.

Rev. C. Comfort and Rev. Joseph Jennings both died in the full pros-

pect of a better country.
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Rev. F. D. Hemmingway, D. D., is now (1878) professor in the Gar-
rett Biblical Institute at Evanston, 111. Rev. S. N. Griffith was trans-

ferred to Wisconsin Conference.

During the pastorate of Bro. Comfort the old church edifice was en-

larged and improved, and dedicated September 27th, 1857, by Bishop
Waugh, assisted by Rev. Israel Cogshall, Rev. J. T. Robe, and Rev. C.

Comfort, who was the pastor. The evening service was conducted by
Rev. Israel Cogshall, who was the presiding elder at the time. The
church was now 70 by 35 feet, and would seat about 500 persons. It was
carpeted and cushioned throughout, and lighted with gas. This church
edifice was sold to the Reformed Dutch Church and a new lot procured

on the corner of Rose and Lovel streets, a most eligible spot. This was
in 1865, and on this lot is now (1878) one of the finest brick churches in

Kalamazoo. It is well finished and paid for ; it cost about $50,000,

and the main audience-room will seat about 800, besides the chapel and
class-rooms, four in number. The following is a summary of the work
accomplished during S. N. Griffith's pastorate in Kalamazoo. It will be
remembered that during the three years of Rev. S. N. Griffith's pastorate

he had an almost continuous revival of religion ; hence the important
results

:

As here stated below, the number of probationers received

on trial during the three years of his labors in Kalamazoo
were 225

Jleceived into full connection, 150
Received by letter, 104

479
Number of those withdrawn, 6

Number expelled - - - -- - - - -6
Number deceased, -- 13

— 25

Net increase of members, -------- 454
In full connection, -------- 180
As on the record at the end of Rev. S. N. Griffith's adminis-

tration, the number is - - 522

Baptisms administered—infants 44, adults 106, . - - 150

Pastoral visits, 1207

Money raised for church expenses and the various benevolent
causes, . . $30,732

Or about $10,300 per year.

Rev. J. W. Robinson gave some historical sketches of the early Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in a small paper published by him, from which
we make a few extracts. He says we have no account of any church
organization until 1832. Rev. James T. Robe organized on Pokagon
Prairie and he appointed Edward Powers class leader. He was a brother-

in-law of Mrs. Maria Robinson, who was also a member of this first class.

They came from Ohio to this county some time in 1830. His wife was
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also a member of this class. The meetings were held at first at Bro.
Powers' log-house on Pokagon creek, near to where Mr. INIcAUister's

house now stands. In August, 1833, Rev. T. P. McCool and wife came
out from Ohio and were added to the class. He was a local preacher,
but afterwards labored as an itinerant some years ; he is now dead.

Rev. James W. Robinson further says of the Kalamazoo work, as a
mission: "We have recently had the privilege of perusing some old
files of the Christian Advocate and Journal, now in the possession of
Rev, W. J. Aldrich. In one of these, of September 4th, 1835, we find
the following report of the Kalamazoo mission, written by Rev. J. T.
Robe. He says :

" Permit me to say that the labors of the first and
second days of this month closed my fourth and last quarterly meetings
for this year; and suffice it to say, that the meeting M'as well attended
and the word was spoken with great boldness, and we trust not without
good efi'ect. I have not had as good success this year as I could have
wished

;
yet I have had some success—some 60 or 70 increase, about one-

half of whom have joined on probation and the balance by letter." We
will not, therefore, despise the day of small things, but thank God and
take courage for what He has done, and trust Him for days to come.

" I have about 100 members and probationers—eight classes ; four
of them were formed this year, one of which (the first formed), num-
bers about 18 members; the other three have just been formed, and will

no doubt be enlarged on my next round. Permit me to say, that there
is here a mighty contest going on between religion, the world and infi-

delity. The last named enemy will no doubt fade away before the light
of the glorious Gospel of Christ. But the contest between the world and
Christianity is very doubtful as yet. How often have I thought of the
words of the Apostle while I have been viewing with pain the spirit of
speculation that inundates our country, and the professors of religion

have embarked very considerably in it also
—

' Love not the world nor the
things that are in the world.'

"

Yours truly,

JAMES T. ROBE.
Bronson, August 5, 1835.

Kalamazoo was called Bronson at that lime, within the territory

which then contained about " 100 members ;" there are now not less

than 5,000.—Ed. of the Niles District Recorder.
A description of Kalamazoo is given by Col. Curtenius, in a Quarter

Century Report, from which I make a short extract : Kalamazoo is the
county seat of Kalamazoo count}", situated upon the river of the same
name, and nearly midway on the Michigan Central Railroad between
Detroit and Chicago. It is surrounded by a rich, well-watered and fertile

country, by numerous small prairies, the largest of which is Prairie
Ronde, and also dispersed throughout the county are many quiet and
romantic lakes, clear and pure. The village is regularly laid out,,

adorned with elegant and substantial buildings, with comfortable and
tasty residences, and beautified by trees and shrubbery. AVithout de-
signing to make any invidious comparisons, it may perhaps be safely
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affirmed that Kalamazoo is the most picturesque of all the pleasant vil-

lages of Michigan."
But, to come to the close of his speech, he says :

" But a little while
since and Kalamazoo was known only as the haunt of the Indians. To-
day no spot in Michigan is a spot of more attraction and beauty. We do
not claim," he says, " for it the splendor of Rome nor the quiet of Para-
dise, nor the commercial prospects of an overgrown metropolis, nor the
literature of a Cambridge ; we lay claim to none of these. We speak of
it as an inland settlement, (still in its infancy), possessing as much native
loveliness, claiming as much intelligence and refinement, giving as much
evidence of taste, and having before it as auspicious a future as any other
village of its age in the almost boundless West." Again he says: " There
is ample room for improvement. Yet where is there a village where
morals take a higher stand or a wider range ? Where will 3'ou find one
whose sky is pierced with more church spires, whose courts are more
unanimously pressed with attentive hearers, and whose pulpits are more
ably filled, or the Gospel is proclaimed with a less uncertain sound ?"

MICHIGAN'S RECORD IN THE WAR WITH MEXICO.

Address of Col. Isaac D. Toll, of Fawn River, Mich., at the Veteran Reunion
IN Detroit, June 19th, 1878.

(Col. Toll commanded Company E, Fifteenth United States Infantry.)

Standing here in the presence of actors in fields the military annals
of w^hich reflect so much lustre upon the American name, in a city whose
foundations were laid amid great peril and privation ; a city justly proud
of its commercial and financial standing and its municipal credit ; whose
sons, sprung from hardy ancestors, converted the frontier post into the

gem of the peninsula, among the foremost of American cities—sons who
have exhibited the gallantry and patriotism due to the lessons of their

forefathers wherever the country's banner was unfurled against foes, for-

eign or domestic ; in such a place, before such an array, while honored
in being deemed worthy to address you, I confess my inability to meet
the just requirements of the occasion

I will not enter specifically upon the causes of the event we have
assembled this day to commemorate—an event grand and majestic in all

its proportions, which, considering the obstacles overcome, successes ac-

complished, and mighty results which have followed, forms one of the

greatest triumphs on record ; one for which history has, perhaps, no
superior. A less degree of wrongs and outrages upon the persons and
property of our people, if unredressed, committed by powers other than
Mexico, would have been considered sufficient ground for hostilities. As
the effect of a single act, witness the thrill of indignation that pervaded
the land at the seizure of Koszta, of patriotic emotion on his release by
the memorable determination of Capt. Ingraham.
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In addition to acts of violence demanding redress, even a hearing
was refused to our ambassador, and he was turned away with insult—our
territory invaded, and the blood of our citizens shed upon our own soil.

Congress declared with but two negative votes in the Senate, and four-

teen in the House, that war existed by the act of the Republic of Mexico,

at the same time making provisions for its energetic prosecution. With
such unanimity on record are 3^ou to be flippantly told that it was an un-
provoked war, or one engendered in the interest of any section, or any
sj^'stem of labor? If the wish of those desirous of the extension of sla-

very was the motive for thought, expression, or action, it was a deduction

not german to the premises, the government being accountable for the

unavoidable protection of violated rights, but not responsible for col-

lateral objects of the adherents of any peculiar dogma. Such an
unwarrantable charge is a libel upon the commonwealth—a libel upon
the brave men of Michigan and their coadjutors, who went forth to do,

and die if need be, for love of country—country from shore to shore.

The institutions of the grand galaxy of states won by your toils bore

no fruit save that of the tree of freedom, deeply rooted in the soil of un-
told millions, the motives of men to the contrary notwithstanding. I

cannot do less than here give an outline of the record of our state in the

war with Mexico, however imperfectly.

In May, 1846, our governor was notified by the War Department of

the United States to enroll a regiment of volunteers, to be held in readi-

ness for service whenever demanded. At his summons thirteen inde-

pendent volunteer companies, eleven of infantry and two of cavalry, at

once fell into line. Of the infantry four companies were from this city,

bearing the honored names of Montgomery, Lafayette, Scott and Brady
upon their banners. Of the remainder Monroe tendered two, Lenawee
county three, St. Clair, Berrien and Hillsdale each one. and Wayne county
an additional company. Of these, alone, the veteran Bradys were ac-

cepted and ordered into service. In addition to them ten companies,
making the First Regiment of Michigan Volunteers, springing from
various parts of the state, but embodying to a great degree the material
of which the first volunteers was formed, were not called for until Oc-
tober following. This regiment was soon in readiness and proceeded to

the seat of war.

In the region of the tropics, impatient for the farther advance which
was denied them, subject to the severe diseases of an enervating and un-
healthy climate, doing vigilant duty in guarding the avenues of approach
—in keeping open the communications, in overawing a hostile popula-
tion—in the suppression of the

''Vulture-plumed guerrilla, ever on
The stoop for his expectant prey "

—

that gallant regiment evinced, in all the trials of that harrassing warfare,

the fidelity and devotion which has ever characterized the patriot soldier

of the " Amoenam Peninsulam."
Our state also claims the credit which attached to the memorable

achievements of Company K, Third Dragoons, and Companies A, E and
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"G, of the Fifteenth Regiment of United States Infantry. We find the
dragoons, in addition to severe work in guarding specie-bearing trains

over roads infested by guerrillas, engaged at Paso de Ovejas, where they
drove the marauders to their mountain fastness. These mounted men
being comparatively few, their duties as videttes, escorts to trains, con-
veying dispatches, reconnoitering—in fine, doing all the work of the
invading army, requiring great celerity, besides being pitted against the
far more numerous and active cavalry of the enemy, well mounted and
accoutered—can hardly be described. Selected as guard at headquarters
for their fine military bearing and efficiency, the deadly field of Churu-
busco attested that the honor was well deserved. Their leader

—

our honored president, with the blood of the immortal Jackson in his

veins, himself a countryman of the men who made Fontenoy a watch-
word for all time—was desperately wounded in the memorable charge
over the causeway leading to the city upon the gate of San Antonio.
His lieutenants, hereditary heroes also—one bearing the name of, and a
nephew of, the compeer of Scott, who, on the Niagara frontier, exhibited
to the world that the British bayonet was not invincible—he was, as well
as the son of our chieftain, in the Toledo war, one of Michigan's worthies
—the other the son of one of Detroit's most honored citizens, with a
brother on the staff of the general-in-chief ; another brother a captain in
the First Michigan Volunteers, himself at El Molino del Rey wounded.
There, too, in the fore, was Isaac Gibson, our worthy secretary. With
such leaders, what must have been the rank and file?

" There groom fought like noble,

Squire like knight,

As fearlessly and well.'"

Ah! there all were noble; valor knows no degree, for with the iron

arm, under the jacket of the private, oft beats the heart of a Sir Philip

Sydney.
Of the infantry companies recruited in this state, two, A and E, form-

ing the right and center of the Fifteenth Regiment, also Company G,
distinguished at the National Bridge, I must give more than mere men-
tion. The two former, like indeed the whole army, were reduced to

one-third of their original number by the remarkable changes of tem-
perature, and the privations to which they were exposed.

At Contreras, on the 19th of August, 1847, over the pedegral, con-

fronting Valencia with his vastly preponderating numbers, under a heavy
artillery fire; at night, on picket guard in a cold rain of a temperature
over 7,000 feet above the sea; on the morning of the 20th, ere dawn, in

line, to the assault, thence in pursuit, with but a few moments rest at San
Angelos, haversacks emptied the daj^ before, twelve miles to the sanguin-

ary field of Churubusco, Scott himself looking the very genius of war,

massive, grey, like William of Deloraine

—

" Never did mightier man or horse.

Stem a tempestuous torrent's force,"

giving words of cheer, as the exhausted men filed rapidly by him at
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Coyoacan, whence he directed the battles : then to the attack against five

times their number well posted ; Company E, its captain wounded, its

first lieutenant killed while encouraging the men, its first sergeant mor-
tally wounded, its color-bearer shot down grimly clinging to the staff",

which had to be removed by force ; one-half of its rank and file disabled.

Company A, the other Michigan company, headed by the gallant Beach,
also suff'ering severe loss, devotedly maintained the reputation of the

state which it worthily represented. The loved Morgan, the generous
and intrepid colonel of the regiment, whose voice, with that of the hero
Shields, was heard above the roll of conflict, was struck down,"and Mills,

of Iowa, the major, emulous of fame, joining the dragoons in the pursuit

in the force, gave up his life at St. Antonio's gate. There, too, the adju-

tant, the chivalrous Brodhead, killed at Chantilly in the war for the

Union, was conspicuous for cool courage. Again, at El Molino del Key,
as a supporting force ; then at Chepultepec, classic as the summer palace
of Montezuma, whose terrace gives a view unsurpassed in the wide world,

the tattered ensign planted on its summit among the very first, and
simultaneously with that of the New York regiment. There the veteran
Howard in command, the Fifteenth was ordered to keep watch and guard,
in recognition of their gallant services and those of that regiment. As
well and as bravely Company G, the remaining one of the three from
Michigan, under Winans, of Monroe, at Paso Ovejas, on the 10th of

August, met and repulsed a heavy guerrilla force, while on the 12th, at

the National Bridge, famed for its massive architecture, and the strength

as well as the commanding beauty of its surroundings, its captain trans-

ferred to command of the left wing; it was led by the accomplished
Wilkins, seconded by Doyle, and drove suj^erior forces, protected as they
were by bastion, tower and wall, following the foe beyond the fastnesses

which crowned the scene of their exploits, and three days afterwards

renewing their brilliant successes on the hills beyond, which commanded
the communications.

At the protracted and severe siege of Puebla, even our sick left at the
hospital were heroes, as was evinced by the gallant conduct of Lieutenant
Merrifield. It would be most grateful to call to mind the eminent serv-

ices of others, some appointed from this state to other organizations not
so especially our own, and many from long association almost belonging
to us. Among tlie former were Hoffman and VanBuren, who both fell

in action, the latter in warfare on western wilds; Norvell, Wilcox and
Larned—it would be invidious, however, to attempt to particularize.

This city, a favorite post of the army, had for years prior to 1846 been
at times the station, I might say, the home, of men who have been among
the most distinguished in the profession of arms, and who have afforded

proud pages in the history of the country. Here the name of Pile}^, the
conqueror of Contreras, was a household word. Here, too, the veteran
Brady, nearly an octogenarian, impatient of inaction, fretted and fumed
at not being ordered to the front in answer to his demands in satisfaction

to his never cooling "Douglass blood."

What recollections, Mr. President, does the event we have met to com-
memorate call forth ! It is remarkable that the retrospect of such scenes
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should appeal to the higher sensibilities of our nature—whether we con-

sider the forces, their leaders from the commander-in-chief down—the

country, distance, obstacles, dispatch, success—success culminating in such

vast material results—the practice which developed the giants in the

colossal war—a school which has given presidents, patriots, chieftains, so

skilled for attack and defense, who must command respect for their abil-

ities, however directed, or under whatever flag? There, Northern and
Southern fought as one, and together sympathized over the loss of fallen

comrades. We read of the battles of the clouds, of the pyramids, the

passage of rivers, bridges, mountains, but what eye ever rested upon a

more imposing array in natural and artificial life, whoever contemplated

a scene more absorbing "to him who had no friend or brother there," than
the majestic mountains which looked down upon the lofty hills which
encircled city, lake and plain in that ethereal sky where man, "enamored
of distress," made echo responsive to echo, with the sulphurous din of

the 19th and 20th of August, 1847?
You are told these successes were achieved over a degenerate people.

Were they ever wanting in spirit to resist invasion ? Do not the physical

aspects of the higher lands of central and northern Mexico exhibit a

conformation such as ever has been fertile in the production of a brave
and liberty-loving population ?

Freeing themselves from the conquerors, overthrowing a kingly gov-

ernment of their own erection, reforming their organic law in the interest

of toleration and freedom, these things exhibit no degeneracy. If you
felt not the

''Stern joy which warriors feel

In foemen worthy of their steel,"

your appreciation of the prowess of your adversaries will not be dimin-

ished when you call to mind how the lilies of France, under Forey,

went down under the walls of Puebla, reinforced as he was by 35,000

men, his vanguard of 4,000 under Berthier, surprised and half destroyed,

Tampico and Jalapa evacuated, and the French general obliged to call

for more troops. They were not despicable foes, animated by a common
religion, fighting in defence of, and in sight of, their capital, their troops

well disciplined, provisioned and armed, their officers well instructed,

Chepultepec their military college, where the cadets as powder monkeys,
though scarcely in their teens, under the plunging shot on the 13th of

September, evinced a patriotic love for their Alma Mater, and were com-
pelled to give sufficient security to keep the peace, not being responsible,

owing to their tender age. Their teachers became their bondsmen.
Your achievements were not the work of a day ; centuries ago was the

foundation laid, and step by step from Runnymede to the downfall of

the Stuarts, and the abnegation of divine right, the mission of the May-
flower, Calvert, Lexington, Lake Erie, New Orleans, here at homo on the

Detroit, the river Raisin—the brilliant daring of DeQuindre at Mongua-
gon, supported by his riflemen of sterling French stock, driving all

before him—all culminating in your record, and, what was the deserved

eulogium of a most able military critic, that Michigan furnished in the
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great civil war the "best cavalry and the tallest infantry in the world!""

Well may that eulogy have been pronounced, when we speak the name
of Custer!

You have seen the fruit borne by the encouragement of independent

military companies, forming not the nucleus, but mostly the body of your

regiment of volunteers. The Brady Guards giving the lieutenant-colonel

of^that regiment, our own Williams, also the leader of Company K,

Third Dragoons, both heroes of two wars. The Scott Guards giving us-

the stalwart Greusel, now of Iowa, who, with the gallant colonel and

major of your volunteers, was also in the civil war. There are others I

might recall, McConnell, Comstock, Beach, Wilkins, Titus, Stockton and

Reuhle, but these are given to illustrate. It would exhaust your patience

to listen to the names of all those of our band of 1,500 who gave the

benefit of their experience to their country.

Let our state then encourage the military art by suitable enactments.

Let it foster the nation's cheap defense, a well disciplined militia, sup-

ported in part by the communications of those liable under the law to

do military duty. Let us exalt the military art individually and col-

lectively. Let us be prepared for those emergencies which experience

has shown within a comparatively short period may suddenly arise with-

out scarcely a defender for property, corporate or private. "There is no

peace;" as long as selfishness, error and passion exist, so long will the

profession of arms be required. Gallant men, when we reflect upon the

number of survivors whom time, disease and shot have spared, upon the

immeasurable wealth you have added- to the country; those western

acquisitions, the potential forces of which were given to cement our

Union, whose weight was thrown into the scale when weight was needed

—to be told that some of those who aided in these resources, who gave

blood, and toil, and home for the common good—have so foully erred that

there is no pardon for them, and they and you alike are to be denied a

small measure of the gratitude of a nation, thus aggrandized by your

united efforts; that, although by solemn enactment the ban has been

removed, and they have been restored to common and equal rights with

you ; the sting remains, the release was only for the ear, not to the hope

;

"We, the immaculate, are better than thou ! Depart !

" Our answer is

:

" Under which king, Bezonian ? " Not under the ensign of Washington,

that flower of manhood and Christian chivalry ; not under the flag of

Lincoln, the magnanimous, clasping the banner of the nineteenth cent-

ury with the sunlight of its amenities illuminating its great folds,

exJiibiting in characters of living light its motto, " Charity to all, malice

toward none." I will not believe that justice, before it is too late, will be

denied. I will still have trust that the persistent efforts of honorable

delegates, supported as they will be by the honest impulses of the Amer-

ican heart, already instructed by many resolutions of state legislatures,

will be potent to effect the ends of a thorough equity.

Fellow veterans : Those who fell by disease or battle are_ not for-

gotten. Though no annual procession of tribute-bearing ])ilgrims may
decorate their sod with offerings of affection, to-day we strew the immor-

telles of memory over their graves. Though no sculptured stone may
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record their virtues, an exalted patriotism, the crowning excellence, the
civilized earth is their monument, the pedregal of Contreras, the garitas
of San Antonio, Belen and Cosme, the Puente Nacional, the historic

cypresses, arching the ascent of the " Collegio Militar," the West Point of
Mexico, centuries old when Cortez conquered, " waving over them their
green leaves," mute witnesses of their valor as of their rest—all point to
" stranger's eye, the graves of those that cannot die."

New York, Pennsylvania and Kentucky, among other states, have
inscribed upon granite their appreciation of the services of those of their

respective commonwealths, who, more than a generation ago, went with
you to common fields. May our own proud Michigan follow their

example; then may her patriot sons point with more significance to her
motto, " Tuebor." Then may our youth, emulous of a fame most exalted,

as the bulwark of constitutional liberty, with heaving breast draw in the
lesson of patriotism more fully, as together the marbles of the wars of

1846 and 1861, speak

—

"sic itur ad astra."

Long is the list of comrades gone before,

In recollection fond, in history's lore

They are recorded,

And their influence bright will gladden all

Until the light of setting sun be cast,

In mild effulgence on the last.

12
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REMARKS OF HON. GEORGE C. BATES,

Before the Society, ox the Evening of February 7, 1878.

Allusion has been made to John S. Horner, " who sat in the corner,"

and came to supersede our gallant Governor, Stevens Thompson Mason,

when he was upon the battle-field of Toledo, covered with glory, with the

veteran Gen. Joseph W. Brown in command of the troops. A thousand

memories come thronging through my mind. At Toledo we scattered

the court, stole old Stickney's potatoes, or rather drafted the tops and the

bottoms volunteered. Stevens T. Mason rode a sorrel horse, and that

milk-white steed spoken of by Judge Wells is a mere matter of fancy.

When the order came from President Jackson for Governor Mason to

march his troops back to Detroit w^e said General Jackson had nothing

to do with us, and we vowed, " b}?- the great Eternal," to remain in Toledo

until Gov. Mason or Gen. Brown saw fit to order us home. It was a

splendid sight when Mason, in a buck-skin coat, mounted on his sorrel

horse, placed himself in the center of that division of 300 gallant Michi-

gan troops and we drove out the court, which took to its heels and flew

away. That was in September, 1835. I remember it as well as if it was

but yesterday, for we all got in a fog down there. We had no red rib-

bons in those days. Neither Gov. Mason, Gen. Brown nor any of the

troops knew of any such thing.

When my tongue gets to running on reminiscences it hardly knows
where to stop. Mr. Chairman, under what do you sit? (pointing to the

canopy of the speaker's chair.) Vividly do I, remember how, on May 14,

1833, as beautiful a day as the sun ever adorned, while at Detroit, I went

up into what was then the old capitol, and in the senatorial chamber I

saw the Supreme Court of the Territory of Michigan sitting under this

very canopy. I notice one change in it. There used to be a great bass-

wood eagle with outstretched wings, which I apostrophized once with

tremendous power. The occasion for this display of eloquence was on

the trial of Col. Edward Brooks for contempt of the privileges of that

body. He had inflicted a blow upon Judge Mundy. Uncle Jake How-
ard sat by my side when I made that speech, and the eagle disappeared.

[At this point Robert Foster, the janitor, came into the room bearing the

"basswood" eagle on his shoulder, and the enthusiasm was unbounded.

One wing of the proud bird was gone, but otherwise it seemed to have

stood the test of time about as well as Mr. Bates.] Well, I see I did not

quite kill the bird—only winged him.

It was on that beautiful May morning, 45 years ago, that I proceeded

to the senatorial chamber in company with that elegant gentleman,

Henry S. Cole, and I was there presented to the Supreme Court of the

territory. The judges were just about beginning the business of the day.

Solomon Sibley has been already alluded to by Judge Wells. He was a
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native of Massachusetts, and as pure a man as God ever created. In
early life he started with the great tide of emigration westward and
reached Muskingum, on the Ohio river. He came to Detroit at an early

day with his friend. Gen. Cass. On the right of Judge Sibley sat George
Morrell, a native of Connecticut, but reared in New York He was as

dignified and pure as Washington himself. Ross Wilkins, who sat on
the left, resembled Lord Byron. He had a splendid, majestic head, an
eye like Mars, full of brilliancy and as restless as the eagle's.

The case on call was Douseman vs. Duncan Stewart. There was
some trouble about a contract to deliver cattle, and the case was to be
tried before these three judges. The counsel in the case was William
Woodbridge, as noble a man as ever lived in this or any other country.

He was supported by a Mr. Fraser, a strange Scotchman, who came to

Detroit about 1819. The counsel for Stewart was my friend, Henry S.

Cole, who was supported by Gen. Charles Larned. That was the first

case, and they were the first men I remember to have seen in that court

of justice. They are all gone now.
These judges gave close attention to the case, but what a contrast

!

Judge Wilkins, quick as lightning and restless as the eagle, gave close

attention for a short time ; then arose, walked behind the canopy, took

out an immense pipe, filled it with tobacco and commenced to smoke, all

the time listening to the arguments in the case. Judge Sibley sat with
his body throw^n forward to catch every word, as he was a little deaf;

and Judge Morrell sat there like a majestic statue.

Forty-five years have rolled away, and what changes ! Then this

peninsula was a mere outpost of civilization ; to-day we have more than
a million and a half of people. School-houses are erected on every square

section of land, while elegant churches, with their spires pointing heav-

enward, dot every portion of the peninsula. Our grand Michgan school

system is the pride and glor}" of the Northwest, The public affairs have
been economically administered by the various parties. Democrats,
Whigs and Republicans are all entitled to praise, and the results of such
judicious and honest management have enabled Michigan to build her
new state capitol—her pride and glory—at a quarter less expense than
Illinois has paid for the same work, and without a dollar of the money
being stolen.

Yes, 45 years have rolled away. A part of the years 1833-4 I spent

in the state of Monroe. She had a body of distinguished men, whose
influence was all-powerful, and when Monroe wanted anything the rest

of the state was ready to unite in supplying her wishes. Governors, judges

—in fact, the whole Democratic party could do nothing without Monroe.
The Democratic party used to shake us old Whigs up lively in those

days, excepting when we tried them with coon skins and hard cider, and
then we beat them gloriously.

I was 21 years old when I came to Michigan. Previous to that time

I had spent three years at the study of law in the office of John C. Spen-
cer, in the interior of New York. Now I am going to say something
about the members of thebar and the bench. I don't mean to cast any
reflections on our intelligent judicial and legal talent, but " times ain't
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now as they used to was been." When I arrived in Detroit I made
application through Mr. Cole for admission to the bar. The committee

of examination consisted of Daniel Goodwin, Gen. Charles Lamed and

Col. B. F. H. Witherell. They took me up into Witherell's office and
kept me there eight or nine hours, and put me through a most rigid

examination, asking all sorts of questions, which I. considered regular

tom-foolery.

Next morning I went to the court-room, and there Gen. Charles Dar-

ned, on behalf of the committee, said :
" May it please the court, I take

great pleasure in saying, after a careful examination of seven or eight

hours, that George C. Bates is thoroughly competent to be admitted to

this bar, and therefore I move his admission." Thereupon Judge Sibley

said, " Let it be so entered upon the record."

Instantly Judge Woodbridge, with a fraternal generosity and true

courtesy which marked the members of the bar at that time, took me by
the hand and said :

" Sit down here and help me try this case." That

was over 40 years ago. There is no such fraternal feeling among the

members of the bar at the present time. Now, when I meet lawyers in

the street, they stick their hands in their pockets and rushby with a look,

that plainly says, "Bates wants to borrow my money or my watch."

Brother Baxter knows that in those days opposing counsel never laid up
anything against each other for what happened in the trial of a cause,

for they then knew that the first element of a good lawyer was to be an
accomplished gentleman. Fraternal courtesy should also mark the de-

meanor of judges upon the bench.

Admitted to the bar, I commenced to seek my fortune. I thought I

had some elements of success, but I did not know then just what was in

the future. Of course I can look back on some glorious old times—the

days of "coon-skins and hard cider," for instance—but a great deal of

the time I have been pulling against fate. I was advised by some to go

to Chicago, for that was going to be a great city. Detroit was considered

an old fogy town, made up of men like old Joe Campau. Joe died and
left a fortune for the judges and lawyers to quarrel over, but the lawyers

got most of his estate.

I determined to go to Chicago ; and one beautiful Monday morning,

in company with Major Bob Kinzie, a dashiug army officer, our journey

was begun. We had a splendid barouche, drawn by two fine horses, with

two extra horses in case of emergency. A negro and an Indian accom-

panied us. We took the road for Ypsilanti The Indian got drunk and
the negro let the horses run away and wreck the coach. We gathered

up the odds and ends and reached Ypsilanti about midnight, where we
camped until morning. Next day we reached Clinton, where we stayed

all night with our friend King. On our journey we passed Blackmore's,

about where the city of Hillsdale now stands. At Coldwater there was

one house, kept by the old man Marsh. We passed through a splendid

country in our journey, and when we came to those magnificent islands

of timber on the prairie which formed a gothic door in the approach to

Laporte I thought the beauty of the scene unsurpassed, and I wondered

if this magnificent country would ever be occupied.
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Finally, the next Saturday about 11 o'clock a. m. we reached Chicago.
There we met Lieut. Kirby Smith, who was then stationed at Fort Dear-
born. The entire population of the place consisted of 600 white people
and over 6,000 Indians. The only hotel was kept by a half breed, Mark
Beaubien, who told the truth when he said, " I keep hotel like the devil."

For three weeks I staid in Chicago. The 6,000 Indians had been gath-

ered there for treaty purposes. There was no school-house and no
church. The site of the present magnificent city was an immense
swamp, which looked as if civilization could never occupy it.

As I was there to seek my fortune I went to buy a lot, and finally

selected one just a little below the old Tremont House, for which I paid

$200. I then contracted with a man to build me a law office for $400
more. Had I taken a Rip Van Winkle sleep from that time to this, and
never argued a case, I might now be a millionaire ; but I did not, and I

am only a widower. Thus we change

!

After completing my purchase I decided to go to New York and buy
a library. In company with Sheldon McKnight and Capt. Morrill, who
was a member of the Fifth Infantry, I went down to Lake Michigan to

take a boat, which was lying some distance from the shore. Capt. Mor-
rill and Lieut. Kirby Smith were both killed while gallantly fighting

under Gen. Worth at Molino Del Rey. The boat on which we took pas-

sage was called the Pioneer. She was very old and shaky, and there

seemed a good chance to be shipwrecked. I did not believe there was
any such fate in store for me as drowning, and so I took passage. We
were nine hours in making the trip to St. Joseph. Capt. Wight wanted
us to remain on his boat until morning ; but I saw some clouds gather-

ing in the northwest and I went to Sheldon McKnight and asked him if

he didn't think it was going to blow. He thought it was, so we had
Capt. Wight put us three ashore, and we landed in the sands at the

mouth of the river. We walked up to the hotel, and during the night

the Pioneer went to pieces, and there was not enough left of her to make
a walking-stick. Capt. Wight got safely on shore after a narrow escape.

This same Capt. Wight knew something of the Michigan banks that

our friend Gov. Felch has been talking about. Confidentially^ Mr. Chair-

man and pioneers of Michigan, I knew a little myself about that Bank
of Sandstone, and I also had a pocket-full of bills on the Bank of Flint. I

remember perfectly well when the bankers used to say, " I wonder where
Felch is to-night." He went down to Pontiac and examined $10,000 of

specie, and before he got through his examination it counted for about

$10,000,000. Now if the greenback and silver men want anybody to

inflate the currency, they can't get a more efficient man to do the work
than Gov. Felch.

We got on board a half-finished stern-wheel steamer, which was cov-

ered with carpenters and engineers. It was the first trip of the boat, and
part of the time we were in the tops of basswood trees, 200 feet high,

sometimes out on the prairies, and the rest of the time in the river. We
reached Niles long after midnight. This was about June 6, 1834. We
went up to the hotel. The moon was shining brightly, and when we
went into the house I noticed two most beautiful girls. My hair curled
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in those days, and I was called a great lady's man. That was before I

served under old Brigham. I asked Sheldon, " Who are those beautiful
ladies ?" " Why," he said, " they are the daughters of old Boyer." He
had an Indian woman for a wife and a family of accomplished and beau-
tiful children. I admired one of these girls greatly and told her so; but
she thought I had better wait a while and be sure that I was correct.

These girls were sent to France to be educated, and were presented to

Queen Adelaide during Louis Phillipe's reign. Eleanor, the one I so

greatly admired, entered afterward the convent of the Sisters of the
Sacred Heart at South Bend, where she still remains.

The next day we started on our journey. Shel. McKnight was driv-
ing and let the team run away. We finally got down to White Pigeon,
where I found my old friend, Tom. Sheldon, selling lands by the thous-
ands of acres. He had some of Luke Wliitcomb's whisky. I remember
that well. Finally we reached Detroit.

Now, then, comes in the moral. We were five long days in getting
from St. Joseph to Detroit ; but to-day, in palace cars as magnificent as
any apartments of Queen Victoria, we can shoot across the continent in
the same length of time. In this connection I might mention that in
the summer of 1836, in Detroit, in the office of Bates & Tallbot, the De-
troit and St. Joseph Railroad Company was organized. I was the first

secretary, and my partner was the first treasurer. The amount sub-
scribed was $100,000, and that magnificent gentleman, John Biddle
headed the list.

I have traveled six different times by sea to California and back, and
crossed the continent 26 times. I have crossed the stormy Atlantic and,
weathered the terrific cape where two of our gallant steamers have lately

been dashed to pieces. I have floated in a gorgeous palace down that
tranquil sea, never disturbed by storms, from Panama to San Francisco

;

and in all my Wanderings I have never forgotten my attachment for this

beautiful peninsula. More than that, I have looked out from the first

log house ever erected on beautiful Puget Sound, over that second Medi-
terranean Sea, where vessels can come square up to the dock in a hun-
dred fathoms of water, and I have thought of my own pioneer home,
washed by lakes Erie, Huron, Superior and Michigan.
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.j Alstead
. Detroit
. Pike
.' Freuchtown
. Moreau
. Byron
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STATE PIONEER SOCIETY.
Pioneer Collections, Vol. I.)

Place and Date of First Residence in Michigan.

Town. County. Date.

Richland Kalamazoo.,
Nottawa St. Joseph...

^turgis
I

"'

Nottawa i

"

White Pigeon
;

"

Nottawa .

Port Huron
^Shelby
Victor
Vevay
Handy
Sylvan
Easton
Michigan Centre

.

Detroit
Avon
Ionia
Clay Banks
Detroit
White Pigeon
Detroit
Olivet
Frenchtown

.Sheridan
New Buffalo.
Berrien

Kalamazoo..
Scipio
E. River
Ionia
Detroit

St. Clair
Macomb
Clinton
Ingliam
Livingston ..

Washtenaw .

Ionia
Jackson
Wayne
Oakland
lonia
Oceana
Wayne
St. Joseph....
Wayne
Eaton
Monroe
Allegan
Calhoun
Berrien

Kalamazoo

.

Hillsdale....

Houghton...
Ionia
Wavne

Vassar Tuscola
Tecumseh Lenawee....
Jonesville Hillsdale...
Litchfield "

Jonesville "

Litchfield "

Jonesville "
Ann Arbor Washtenaw
Battle Creek Calhoun....
Kalamazoo Kalamazoo
Detroit Wayne
Flint Genesee

New Buffalo Berrien...,

Charlotte Eaton
Mackinac

I
Mackinac

St. Joseph i Berrien ..

Charlotte
I
Eaton

Oronoko Berrien....
Detroit

\
Wayne...,

Ann Arbor
|
Washtenaw,

Detroit I Wayne
Kalamazoo

]

Kalamazoo
Nottawa i St. Joseph

Plymouth I Wayne
Farmington Oakland
Genoa

I

Livingston
Byron

j
Kent

Centreville St. Joseph
Mongaugon Wayne,

June 10, 1842
March 12, 1830
April, 18:52

September, 1837
July,
March, 18.36

May, 1819
April, 1822
October, 184(5

Deeeiii))er, 1842
Novemlier, 183G
Septeml)er, 18:{4

Novem))er, 1833
September, 1842
May, 18.36

June. 1829
Mav, 1833
May, 1857
September, 1S31
October, 1836
May, 1836
February, 1M4
September, 1812
June, 1837
July, 1845
October, 1843
April, 1830
October, 1839
October, 1833
Mav, 1830
Mav 9, 1845
Julie, 1835
June, 1827
June, 18.36

December IS, 1846...

April 5,

Mav 20, 1825
.\ugust 20, 18:i4

September 15, 1842..

Mav 26, 183.5

May 20, 1834
October 13, 1830
November 1, 1833...

July 8, 1834
May 10, 1843
October, 1815
September, 1837
Julv, 1842
October 7, 1843
October, 18.38

August, 18.38

Julv 11, 1834
October 26, 1840
September, 1833
May, 1838
October, 1837
Mav, 1826
April, 1842
October 10, 1843
November, 1836
Januarv, 1830
September 22, 1839..

June, 1836
October 25, 1845
November 4, 1834...

October 12, 1836

PKE.SENT Residence.

P. O. Address.

Richland ....

Centreville

.

Sturgis
Centreville

.

Port Huron....
Bay City
Laingsburgh .

Vevay
Fowlerville....
Marengo
Ionia
Jackson
Bav Citv

Ionia
New Era ....

Clarkston....
Centreville

.

Detroit
Otsego
Monroe
Lansingl
Tecumseh ...

Three Oaks.
Berrien

Lansing
Mosherville..
Marshall
Berlin
Pontiac
Detroit

Litchfield
Jonesville
Detroit
Battle Creek.
Kalamazoo...
Flint

Lansing
Three Oaks.
St. Joseph ...

Lansing
Ann Arbor
Detroit
Constantine

Sturgis....

Traverse.,
Lansing .

Grand Rapids

.

Fawn River....

Lansing'.

County.

Kalamazoo.
St. Jo.sepb.

St. Clair.

Bay.
Shiawassee.
Ingham.
Livingston.
Calhoun.
Ionia.
Jackson,
Bay.

Ionia.
Oceana.
Oakland.
St. Joseph.
Wayne.
Allegan.
Monroe.
Ingham.
Lenawee.
Berrien.

Ingham.
Hillsdale.
Calhoun.
Ionia.
Oakland.
Wayne.

Tuscola.May (Fremont)
Jonesville Hillsdale.

Wayne.
Calhoun.
Kalamazoo.
Genesee.

Ingham.
Berrien.

Ingham.
Washtenaw.
Wayne.
St. Jo.seph.

Grand Traverse.
Ingham.

Kent.
St. Joseph.
Ingham.
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370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
499
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408

Place of Birtu.

Ebenezer F. Wade
J. B. Wheeler
William W. Murphy

' J. Q. A. Sessions
A. B. Chipman
Ezbon (J. Fuller
Henry Haynes
Henry E. Blackuuiu
James R. Rockwell
Japheth Cross
Alex. Odren
John J. Adam
C. B. Stebbins
Joseph W. Brown

I

Cornelia M. Smith
i
Thomas B. Gilbert

' Robert Hilton
!
Francis B. Bangs

]
David B. Hale

i Ezra F. Blood Deering
Harriet Row

| Sharon
Samuel H. Row

j

"

I

Nelson B. Jones New York Cit
John H. Forster Erie

ToM-n or Village.

Franklin County.
Columbus
Bath
I.ienox

Cornwall
Ferrisburgh
New Paltz
Aurora
Scipio
Portland
Detroit
Paisley
Williamstown
Falls
Fairfield
Greenfield

Stanford
West Windsor

.

J. W. Post Deekertownv..
Josiah Rhodes Holden Groton
Joanna Reed Holden Londonderry.
J. D. Reeves Minisink '...

Geo. Foote
I Burlington ....

Henry Ousterhout
\
Owa.sco

Peter Lowe....
! Fallsburg'.

T^ IT. ,,

Adams
Spencer
Clarence
Livingston ....

Newark
Charleston
Canandaigua..
Genesee

Daniel B. Brigg
Samuel F. Drury
H. A.Atkins
Harvey Morehouse
Mrs. Catharine Morehouse
Mrs. Charles P. Bush
George C. Bates
Henry N. Lawrence

Pate of Birth.

Massachusetts

.

New York

New York.,
Ohio

New York
Michigan
Scotland
Vermont
Pennsylvania
Vermont
Massachusetts
Maine
New York
Vermont
New Hampshire..
Connecticut
Michigan
New York
Pennsylvania
New Jersey
New Hampshire..

New York..
Vermont ...

New York..

Massachusetts

.

New York...
New Jersey.

New York...

May
Aug.
April
Jan.
Dec.
March
Jan.
Jan.
Aug.
July
Oct.
Oct.
Feb.
Nov.
Aug.
Dec.
Dec.
March
Feb.
Oct.
March
March
Oct.
May
March
Feb.
March
Aug.
May
March
May
Feb.
June
Aug.
Aug.
Oct.
Dec.
March
Oct.

••'.0. 1810
17, 1829

:i, 1816
15, 1832
27, 1812
4, 1810

24, 1817

6, 1S20
11, 1833

7, 1810
17, 1791

30, 1807
17, 1812
2i>, 1793
22, 1820
13, 1815
2, 1799

23, 1819
14, 1S20
25, 1797

7, 1810
10, 1840
22, 1835

29, 1822
25, 1822
22, 1797

10, 1800
25, 1818
4, 1818

15, 1816
21, 1812
13, 1829

7, 1816
20, 1821
23. 1807

7, 1808

28, 1808
15, 1814

y, 1826
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PIONEER SOCIETY.—(Continued,)

Place and Date of First Residence in Michigan.

Town. County.

Burns Shiawassee

.

Charleston I Oakland
Monroe
Northfield
Superior
Coldwater

Gun Plain
Trowbridge
Logan
Detroit
Clinton
Palmyra
Teeumseh
Jackson
Grand Haven.
Detroit
Teeumseh
Tyler
Teeumseh
Sharon

Jackson...,
Detroit
Dansville
Byron

Lima
Detroit
Ann Arbor..

Romeo....
Otsego....

Locke
Lansing.,

Handy ..

Detroit...

QuijQcy...

Branch.

Monroe .

Washtenaw
November, 1833

.

May 21, 1837
May 30, 1836

Allegan January 31, 1839..

October 2, 1847.,

Lenawee
|
September 10, 1836..

Wayne 1 October 17, 1791

Angu.st in, 1843..

Nov. 1.5, 183(;

October, 1835
, 1834

Lenawee

Jackson

.

Ottawa

.

Wayne

.

September 30, 1831.,

August 7, 18.37

June 2, 1824
January, 1832
June 10, 1835

, 1831

Present Residence.

P. O. Address. County.

Corunna Shiawassee.

Jonesville !
Hillsdale.

Ann Arbor
I

Washtenaw.
Owosso !

Shiawa.ssee.

Coldwater I
Branch.

Trowbridge Allegan.

Lenawee i September, 1828
Eaton

.

Lenawee
Washtenaw.

Jackson.,
Wayne..
Ingham

.

Kent

Washtenaw.,
Wayne
Washtenaw.,

Macomb..
Allegan...

Ingham ..

Livingston

.

Wayne
Branch

May, 1844..

June 10, 1824
September, 1831
March 10, 1841

October, 1830
May, 1843
May, 1847
October 25, 1845....,

October 25, 1845...,

October, 1837
May 19, 1836
Nov. 9, 1824
September 1, 1824.
March 11, 18.54

October, 18.38

April 10, 1842
October 14, 1848....

October 14, 1848....

Junel, 1837
May 13, 1833
June, 1837

Adrian ' Lenawee.
California

|

Branch.
Teeumseh 1

Lenawee.
Lansing ! Ingham.
Teeumseh i

Lenawee.
Mason 1

Ingham.
Grand Rapids Kent.

Lansing .

Hamlin .

Teeumseh

.

Ingham.
Eaton.
Lenawee.

Lansing ' Ingham.

Williamstown.,
Lansing
Grand Rapids..

Lansing..
Detroit...
Duplain ..

Mason ....

Romeo....
Olivet
Locke
Lansing .

Detroit

.

Lansing

Kent.

Ingham.
Wayne.
Clinton.
Ingham.
Macomb.
Eaton.
Ingham.

Wayne.
Ingham.
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REPORTS OF COUNTIES, TOWNS, AND
DISTRICTS.

BRANCH COUNTY.

Recollections of Pioneer Life in Branch Cottnty. By Henry N. Lawrence.

[Read at the Annual Meeting of the State Society, February 7th, 1878.]

Mr. President, and Members of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan :

My apology for appearing before you with a paper this afternoon is

this : I had earnestly solicited the attendance at this meeting, of one of

the pioneers of Branch county, and being disappointed in not meeting
him, I present in brief some facts furnished by him, mingled with recol-

lections of my own boyhood days.

Early in the winter of 1835-6, Mr. James H. Lawrence, of Geneseo,

Livingston county, N. Y., found himself prospecting for a farm and future

home in what is now known as the southern tier. Coldwater, now the

county seat of Branch county, was then but a small settlement of pio-

neers, with ten or a dozen indifferent dwellings, a tavern, a rickety saw
mill, with a store or two, and an Indian trading post on the bank of

the river from which the place derives its name.
The then broad prairie in township six south, range six west, was

swept by the wintry winds, and covered by the drifted snow, blown
hither and thither by the northern blasts. Making his way south and
east from this point, he, with a companion, stuck their stake, and felled

the first tree in township eight south, range five west ; and working with
a will, could only manage to roll together logs for a cabin ten by twelve
feet in size ere night came, and when as yet the hut was but four logs

high, throwing a rude covering over these, and cutting with their jack-

knives some of the wild marsh grass for a bed, they turned in, and,
building a fire in one corner, sat down to cook their rations.

He thus writes me of this incident :
" Seated on a log with our feet

on the ground, and cracks in our house on either side, through which
you might throw a good sized dog; while we were cooking our rations

on a forked stick, a voice from without startled us, as if it had come from
the ground or the air. We knew not whence that sound was brought
from, for we knew of no human being within six miles of us. After we
had recovered from our fright we inquired who's there? The voice re-

plied, " Friends." We said, " Come in." They did so, as did the friends

of the palsied one, by uncovering the roof and letting themselves down
in our midst. We had as yet no door to our house. We found they were
Asahel Brown and Nathan Austin, a couple of land lookers, who had
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heard of our venture, and taking our tracks had followed us in. We
spent the evening pleasantly, talking of game, and range, and quarter
sections, and then lay down and slept soundly in our prairie grass bed.

Morning came, and our guests left us, and Mr. Brown was fortunate

enough to find one of the best locations of the county a few miles
from us."

There are many incidents of that " first stern winter," which, if nar-
rated, would sound strangely to-day.

On one occasion, when our provisions ran low, and we were out of

bread, and our nearest neighbors were six miles away, we bethought our-

selves of a quantity of buckwheat flour that ran out of a bag that fell

from the top of our load as the team ran violently down a steep place,

while we were hurrying after nightfall to our destination, and where we
hastily threw the bag back upon the load and kept on our way regardless

of what ran out. When we afterwards were in want, we were ver}'- glad
to come back and gather it up after it had lain three weeks on the ground.
The winter rains had coated the flour with a covering of paste, and we
found the major part of the pile in good preservation, which we gathered
as carefully as if it had been manna or gold dust. The potatoes we
brought with us were frozen as hard as

" gun stones" but we found that
heaping coals of fire on them was as good a way for us to obtain bread
as heaping them on an enemy's head. Twice we went six -miles to get a
loaf of bread, wading through swamps and marshes, and frightening the
deer from their hiding places in our route.

In the spring we went ten miles through an unbroken forest to attend
" town meeting " when the three townships, Quincy, Algansee and Cali-

fornia, were "under one jurisdiction.

We have still living the man (then a stripling in his teens, now a
gray-haired sire of near three score years), who drove the first team of

oxen and horses into the township, drawing provisions a distance of sev-

enty miles for the family that was expected in the spring. Driving the
first yoke of oxen drawing a sled load of household furniture—and such
a load as that was when it reached its destination. There were chairs

with broken backs, and chairs without backs; chairs with broken legs,

and chairs with no legs ; tables with the leaves torn off", and other house-
hold goods broken, bruised and marred ; for we had driven that load
ten miles over a road never before traveled, following a devious Indian
trail, from which neither a tree or log had ever been moved; and though
we did not " wade knee deep in gore " to do it, we did wade more than
knee deep in mud and water, fording streams and marshes, driving over
logs from twelve to eighteen inches through, which we could not move
or get around.

It was in the month of November, 1835, that Israel R. Hall, from
Ontario county, N. Y., located 640 acres of government land on sections

3, 4, 9 and 10, township 8 south, range 5 west, which location soon be-

came known as " Hall's Corners." It was to this location that he moved
with his family in the spring of 1836, leaving the cultured society of

Canandaigua for the privations of the pioneer. Mr. Samuel Beach, from
Saline, Mich., formerly from Geneseo, N. Y., with his family, were now
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here on section 4, and when, in the summer of 1837, they were joined by
the two families of Col. Joseph W. Lawrence, Sr., and Joseph W. Law-
rence, Jr., (the last named the honored father of your reader), the four

families were a social community bound together by kindred ties. They
brouglit with them from Western New York a Bible Christianity, and a

love of the Sabbath and its institutions. From Sabbath to Sabbath the

families gathered together under one roof, and led by the aged colonel,

the patriarch of the settlement, their service of prayer and praise with

the reading of a sermon from the "National Preacher" made to our
little band, " the Sabbath a delight," and the surrounding settlements,

pointing to this one, styled it " the Holy Land." The aged father rests

at last, and his memory is blessed. Many of those early settlers have
passed to " that bourne from which no traveler returns," but a goodly
company yet remains to contrast the things that are with the things that

were. The brothers, Joseph W. and James H. Lawrence, still occupy land
on section 10, in the township of California, which they began to culti-

vate in 1837.

Your reader (the writer) well remembers the first school ma'am who
taught in the township, Miss Sarah L. Beach, now the honored wife of

Mr. Benj. Holcomb, of Fremont, Ind. I have in my mind's eye a picture

of the double log house, in one apartment of which she gathered the

urchins. Built of rough unhewn logs, and cobbed to the ridge, and
covered over with shakes weighted down with poles, its floor of split bass-

wood puncheons, and its furniture of the most primitive kind. The seats

were slabs with two inch pegs for support, and the desks were of the same
character, supported against the wall on pins driven into the logs of the

house. The house itself was built by Mr. Ira Purdy in the spring of

1836, and Miss Beach opened her school therein in the fall of 1837. The
next year logs were drawn together for a school building, but an accident

to Mr. William Beach at the raising dispersed the company, and for a
time the work was abandoned. Subsequently the site was changed and
a house built of whitewood logs, hewn outside and inside, was erected in

School District No. One, the lath for the ceiling being split of oak by Mr.
Samuel Beach, the first justice of the peace in the township.

In this house the Rev. Louis Mills preached many times, and his son,

Joseph Mills, Esq. (well known here in Lansing, and now deceased), when
but sixteen years of age taught his first winter school.

When, in the summer of 1837, Mr. Joseph W. Lawrence came with
his family to reside at the corners, he paid 20s. per bushel for oats to feed

his team ; and leaving the Chicago turnpike at Allen's prairie, and after

fording Hog creek, the water of which came into our wagon-box, we
reached Long lake, and camped down on its bank for the night. The
next morning, putting the two span of horses before the covered wagon,
and getting an early start, the long day in June was spent in toiling

through the woods to our destination, but ten miles from our resting

place of the previous night, and the sun was just sinking in the west
when we climbed the hill on the north line of section ten.

So crooked was the road in places, at one of the sudden turns the

near wheel horse was drawn by the leaders over a sapling large enough
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for a hand-spike, and the poor beast was almost lifted from the ground
by its upward spring.

One of the early settlers in this township yet lives to tell of a night
in the woods : Mrs. John W. Harris, in looking for her cows late one
afternoon lost her way, and hardly had night settled down upon her
when she heard the howl of the " gaunt and hungry wolf," which was
answered b}' another and another—nearer, and yet nearer they came,
until she was obliged to climb a tree for safety, and all night long they
kept up their frightful, unearthly, hideous howling; enough to curdle
one's blood when heard at a distance, and yet they were even just beneath
her feet. Wolves to the right of her, and wolves to the left of her, and
wolves beneath her chill hiding place, made the long, weary hours of
that night anxious ones to her ; while fighting among themselves they
thirsted for her blood. She passed the night securely, though terribly
frightened, and when morning dawned, her cowardly enemies slunk
away to hide in the dark recesses of the forest, far from the abodes of
men, and she came down from her perch and soon heard the welcome
horns and shouts of her friends who turned out to look for her. She
was in a sorry plight, and her morning toilette was far from suitable to

the present day, as indeed the echoes of the previous night were widely
different from the music of a modern serenade.

There yet lives also in this township one of her hardy pioneers, who
was, even when he located there, a veteran, scarred in the war of 1812.
Mr. Alexander Odren, (or Odrian, as sometimes written). Uncle Alec, as
he is familiarly styled, was at Maiden and saw the treachery and horrid
butchery by the Indians at that place, and also, was engaged in the
naval conflict on lake Erie, where brave Perry so nobly commanded.
His recital of the thrilling incidents of that event is of deepest interest,

and unlettered as he is, his words still confirm the narrative of the
historian. He says he saw the brave commodore leave his ship after it

had been dismantled, and with the gallant remnant of his crew, in an
open boat, pull for the Niagara, half a mile away, and this in full view
of the whole British fleet ; and when the daring commodore brought all

his vessels into action he made warm work for the enemy.
Uncle Alec was himself taken by a British press-gang and carried on

board a British vessel and compelled to fight against his country on that
occasion. He had charge of a twenty-four pounder, and of the nine men
necessary to man her, only two were left at the close of the action, and
one of these was shot through an arm. The waters of the lake were
dyed with the blood of the hostile crews, as it poured from the sides of
the riddled ships, and the crimson wake of the vessels could be seen for a
long distance. He states that one of the vessels attempting to escape in
the twilight, a thirty-two pound shot was sent after it, which, striking in
the stern, traveled the entire length of her deck, convincing her com-
mander that discretion was the better part of valor.

Uncle Alec was taken prisoner with the rest, but was soon released by
an American officer who knew him, and he came back to " Te troit " in
time to see the first brick house that was built there, and remembers see-

ing the first steamboat that navigated the Detroit river. His life has been
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an eventful one, and one of toiling industry. He is the father of eleven

children—seven boys and four girls—all living but one. The missing

one went to the field in defense of the " Stars and Stripes," was made
color-bearer, and in one of the hotly contested engagements in Virginia,

when his comrades were falling around him, and he was told to run, re-

fused to turn his back to the " rebs,^^ or trail his colors in the dust. He
sleeps the sleep that knows no waking. A son of the color-bearer, and
grandson of Uncle Alec, was with Custer, and by him detailed to guard
the train when that lamented officer made his final charge into the valley

of death.

BERRIEN COUNTY.

Notes, Additional to an Article on New Buffalo, by Henry Bishop, on page 125 of

Vol. I., Pioneer Collections. Kead February 7th, 1878.

When we first arrived on the town plat, we found two Indian wig-

wams at the foot of what afterwards became Whitaker avenue. When
the village plat had been surveyed and staked off, the Indians removed
their wigwams outside of the village limits, and never after intruded on
what they realized were the white man's rights.

When we reflect on the sudden manner that they were compelled to

leave a favorite resort of a lifetime, where, from an opening of the mat-
ting composing the covering of their wigwam they shot the wild duck,

and by gill-net across the river caught the finest of fish, and where musk-
rat abounded in great numbers, and in the surrounding forest deer and
wild game were plenty, we can seem to realize the bitter disappointment
it must have been to them to be thus suddenly deprived of this, to them,
so desirable a locality. The town for some time remained attached to

Niles. Fortunately the first inhabitants were peaceably disposed, and we
found no use for township officers until we became an organized town-
ship in A. D. 1836.

The first criminal arrested by the newly elected officers was a young
man traveling through the county, and paying expenses with counterfeit

money. He was examined before a J. P., found guilty, and committed to

the county jail at Berrien for trial. The officer who was selected to take

him to Berrien allowed the prisoner to mount a fine blooded mare of his

own, while he himself mounted a sorry looking old horse. A number of

the citizens had congregated in front of the Goodrich Hotel to see them
off. The prisoner, when ready for a start, turned to the assembled citi-

zens, raised his hat, thanked them for their attention, said he had seen all

he wished of New Buffalo, put spurs to his horse and started on the run,

with the officer in hot pursuit, but only making about one mile to the

prisoner's three.

And that was the last we ever saw of the prisoner, but not the last of

being heard from. In starting so suddenly his saddle-bags slipped off,
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and on his arrival at Adrian, where he claimed to have arrived the next
evening, 150 miles, he wrote to his attorney to forward his saddle-bags
to that place, where he tlien felt as sale from being re-arrested as he would
now be in Europe. We lost the prisoner, but he forfeited his saddle-bags.

The town proved a very unhealthy place for the first two or three
j-ears; nearly every inhabitant liad either the fever and ague or chill

fever. The first death was a Mr. Cunimings. Nearly all recovered after

tiie first few frosty nights, and then came the voracious Michigan appe-
tite, and the capacity of the stomach to hold food seemed to be doubled.

The town sprang into note as if by magic, and the way it got its

start may not be uninteresting to the reader. It happened thus : In the
fall of 1834 the schooner Post Boy, then commanded by Wessel Whita-
ker, was driven on shore at Michigan City, and lost. The captain had to

make the trip to St. Joseph to report her situation to the custom house
and to the underwriters, and, to get there, rode on the beach of the lake
on horseback, and had to cross the mouth of the Galien River, which he
conceived would make a better harbor than Michigan City. So, after ac-

complisliing the business that took him to St. .Joseph, he found a few
jovial companions and went to playing poker, and in the morning found
himself the winner of money enough to enter one hundred acres of land,
which he lost no time in doing, returning by way of White Pigeon for

that purpose. He died a poor man.
The growth of the place was rapid the first year ; and to show the

number of strangers constantly visiting the place, the following novel
bet was made by Capt. Whitaker and Mr. N. Willard, proprietor of un-
sold lots: Capt. W. bet $30 against an old horse owned by Mr. Willard
that the town would be visited within the next twenty-four hours by as

many as eighty strangers. The bet w^as won by Capt. Whitaker, and the
old horse was given to a Dr. Pierce, the first M. D.

Every one was then happy at the prospects ahead, but the tide soon
turned, and most of the first settlers either had to go to work and pro-

cure a living from the sale of wood and timber, and from the cultivation

of the soil, or leave for a more prosperous localit3^

CALHOUN COUNTY."

History of Calhoun County—Compiled by Doctob O. C. Comstock, of Marshall.

A little over 80 years since this region of country was surrendered by
treaty with the Indians to the government of the United States. In 1830
the land was offered for sale. The county of Calhoun was laid off and
its boundaries fixed by statute, approved October 29, 1829, and the town-
ship of Green established therein, including also the counties of Eaton
and Branch. The first town meeting of the said township of Green was
held (if held at all), at the house of one Jabez Bronson, in said town,
agreeably to act, approved November 3d, 1829. The record of said meet-

13
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ing, and indeed the residence of Mr. Bronson, is unknown to the writer.

The seat of justice for the county of Calhoun was established by Thomas
Rowland, Roger Sprague and Joseph Torry, who decided "upon a point
in the line dividing sections 25 and 2G, in town two, south of range
six west, on or very near the centre of the west half of the northwest
quarter of section 26, being northeast, distant about three miles from the
geographical centre of the county." This was proclaimed and estab-

lished by the governor, (G. B. Porter), October 17th, 1831. The county
is centrally located, and is eminently a first-class agricultural district.

Wheat is the staple product, but all the coarser grains are grown in great

perfection, including also roots grasses, and fruits. Wool, especially the
finer grades, is produced here as cheaply as in any part of the north-
west, and commands as high a price. The surface of the county is un-
dalating. The soil ranges all the way from very good to poor. Some
portions of every town are liighl}^ productive, and that I have designated
as poor is but a small fraction of the whole. The soil may be said to be
a sandy loam, abounding in lime and humus, with a substratum of

porous sand-rock. This species of rock, while readily admitting the
passage of water through it, also retains a large amount, so that the
necessary moisture of the superincumbent soil always insures good crops.

This characteristic of the substratum renders under-draining less effica-*

cious and necessary than where the soil rests upon a hard-pan, composed
of a cementing clay and coarse gravel. Just here let me say, that I use
the term " less efficacious and necessary " as diminishing the degree of

necessity, for in my judgment all our lands would be more easily and
thoroughly worked, and with more remunerative crops, if under-draining
was universally practiced. The climate is changeable—often sudden
and extreme changes occur in a short period of time, and yet this county
compares favorably as to its productiveness and general health with her
sister counties, and with other regions in the same latitude. In its pri-

meval state it is said to have been surpassingly beautiful. In the spring
and summer the whole landscape was an unbroken sea of grass and
flowers.

The territorial road was laid through this county, and has in the past,

particularly, been of incalculable convenience and advantage both to the
settler and passing emigrant. Covered wagons literally whitened its

entire length from 1832 to 1837. Many exceedingly interesting anec-
dotes are told of the log way-side taverns, with their rude and limited

accommodations—such as meat without bread or vegetables, pounded
corn and milk, and not unfrequently milk without other accompani-
ments, provided the traveler could wait till the cow could be hunted up
and milked. The finding of the cow was often a labor of doubt and
time, as the extensive pastures of the township of Green embraced what
is now known as the counties of Calhoun, Branch, Eaton, St. Joseph,
and some terra incognita l3'ing north of Eaton. I think crossing streams
and marshes, unbridged as they chiefly were, afforded some amusement
and variety. Stringers were thrown across the streams and then covered
with round logs or poles, which, as they were not fastened and usually
afloat, afforded a very insecure foothold for man or beast. George
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Ketclmm wrote to a friend, April 27th, 1831, as follows: " I started from
Ann Arbor Friday, 12 o'clock, for Calhoun, with two wagons, two yoke
of oxen, two cows, one calf, seven men and one woman and child. The
distance to Calhoun is 65 miles from this place, (Ann Arbor) through
marshes and creeks. The road otherwise is good. AVe crossed one large
marsh where we had to carry all our things on our backs for the distance
of 80 rods, in water knee deep. The oxen we drove over singly, and one
broke through the bog and we worked two hours to get him out, with
chains under him and around his horns, and it was as much as eight
men could do to get him over, the ground was so soft."

The Calhoun County Bank was incorporated in 1836, with a capital
stock of $100,000. Its first, and possibly its only president was Sidney
Ketchum. Although this, like most other banks incorporated at that
time, succumbed to the stringency of the times incident to and insepar-
able from the subsidence of the spirit of speculation which prevailed all

over the United States. It had been of great value to the business men
of the town and country, in enabling them to complete many valuable
enterprises, and its ultimate failure was very much deplored. Bills of
this bank, I am told, passed currently " down south " during the re-

bellion.

There are twenty towns and two cities in the county, and their names
and date of organization are as follows :

Marshall, extending over the entire county in - - 1832
Battle Creek, (formerly Milton), 1833
Marengo, 1833
Homer, 1834
Athens, - - 1835
Sheridan, - - . 1836
Eckford, 1836
Tekonsha, 1836
Burlington, 1837
Albion, 1837
Convis, 1837
Fredonia, 1838
Clarendon, 1838
LeRoy, 1838
Newton, 1838
Penfield, 1838
Emmett, 1838
Lee, - - - 1840
Clarence, - - 1840
Bedford, --------- 1838

City of Battle Creek, four wards.
City of Marshall, four wards.
Albion, in the towns of Albion and Sheridan, and Homer, in the

town of Homer, are incorporated villages.

October 17th, 1831, Calhoun county was declared a township of the
name of Marshall, and the first township meeting was ordered held at
the school-house in the village of Marshall on the first Tuesday in Sep-
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tember, 1832, agreeably to act, approved June 29th, 1832. The record

of that meeting cannot be found. The presumption is that no meeting
was held, or if held, its proceedings were deemed of too little importance
to be made a matter of record in any documentary form. On the first

day of April, 1833, the " annual meeting of the electors of the town of

Marshall was held in the school-house of the village of Marshall." An-
drew L. Hays was chosen moderator, and Ellsworth Burnet clerk. As
being historically interesting to the people of the county, the names of

the first otfice-holders in the town of Marshall, (county of Calhoun de

facto), are hereby given :

Henry Cook, supervisor; Marvin Preston, town clerk; Samuel Camp,
Ellsworth Burnet, Robert McCully, assessors ; Andrew L. Hays, consta-

ble and collector ; Sidney Ketchum, poor-master ; .John Kennada, Isaac

E. Crary, Stephen Kimball, common school commissioners; Thomas J.

Hurlbut, path-master; Milton Barney, Solon Davis, Solomon M. All^,
school inspectors; .John G. Bean, pound-master; William Brown, Stephen
Kimball, Barnas Kennada, fence-viewers.

It was " resolved at this meeting that the sum of one dollar be paid
for the head of each wolf that may be killed in this town during the

ensuing year."

It was also " resolved that the sum of four hundred dollars be raised

and applied for opening and repairing roads."

In July, 1833, an election was held in this town for the election of

delegates to Congress from the Territory of Michigan, which resulted as

follows, to Avit:

Austin E. Wing received 5 votes.

William Woodbridge received - - - - 3 votes.

Lucius Lyon received 11 votes.

On the same day an election was held for the election of a member
to represent the sixth district in the next legislative council with the

following result:

William H. Welch received 4 votes.

Elias B. Sherman received ----- 2 votes.

Calvin Britian received 2 votes.

All of which is duly certified by
SIDNEY KETCHUM, '^

MARVm PRESTON, [ .

SAMUEL CAMP, K" V>^<^''"^^-

ELT^SWORTH BURNET,
j

The town records for the balance of the year 1833 show the faithful-

ness, and the amount of labor performed by the commissioners of high-

ways in establishing roads. This was a work requiring good judgment
and a firm purpose to serve the general public. The names of these

excellent commissioners are indelibly written in the good and judi-

ciously laid-out roads of this town, which, be it remembered, comprised
the county of Colhoun. As the towns of Milton and Marengo were or-

ganized in 1833, no further mention of the town of Marshall will be

made in this place.
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The flood of emigration continued in a healthy and continuous stream

to pour into this county, up to 1836, when it became a tidal wave, ab-

sorbing most of the desirable public lands, and infusing into the popula-

tion a spirit of enterprise, which contributed largel}^ to the development
of the country in a marvelously short period. The truth of history

however, compels the admission that some of the schemers of that period

M'ere visionar}'^, at least visionar}^ at that time. The charters of railroads

to and from towns having an existence mainly upon paper, and the

charters of banks of large capital for the transaction of the prospective

business of those towns, may be mentioned as confirming the remark
above made. According to the highly finished plats of Battle Creek, also

of Marshall, they were each at the head of steamboat navigation on the

Kalamazoo River, and Bellevuewas at the head of steamboat navigation

on "Battle Creek River." That there might be no detention of passengers

at Marshall, after the completion of the Marshall and Allegan Railroad
cushions were purchased for the passenger cars, by a very sanguine
gentleman who was largely interested in lands at both termini of this

road, and who, no doubt, firmly believed in its speedy construction.

The first suit at law in this count}'^ was before Isaac E. Crary, justice

of the peace. The litigants were Peter Chisholm vs. George Ketcham,
being an account of furnishing a saw-mill saw.

The first male white child born in this county is supposed to have
been a son of Dr. Hays, long since deceased; and the first female white
child, the daughter of Thomas Chisholm, also deceased. The first min-
ister of the gospel entitled to mention as a man of the county, was the

Rev. Calvin Clark, who came into this state in 1835, and whose parish

included not only Calhoun count}'-, but parts adjacent. He still lives

and labors in the work of the ministry to great acceptability and profit.

His long and holy life commends him to the love and confidence of every
one who has the happiness of his acquaintance. His present residence

is the city of Marshall, but his field is the state. In this connection
an extract from a paper read before the Pioneer Society of Detroit by
the Rev. 0. C. Thompson, so far as it relates to his entry into Calhoun
county, is deemed entirely pertinent

:

"West of 'Jackson it was next to impossible to distinguish the main
road from the Indian trails and paths of new settlers. I came at last to

the openings and was obliged to make my dinner that day on raw turnips,

growing in a deserted homestead. Late in the afternoon of the second day's

tramp I entered a ten mile woods, beyond which I was told were accom-
modations for travelers. The sky was overcast with clouds, and soon
the rain began to fall ; before I had half accomplished my task, the night
set in fearfully dark and gloomy ; the stillness was broken only by the
howling of wolves. I began to feel that my situation was anything
but pleasant, and might be sadly disastrous, and quickened my steps.

Just then the noise of wagons and teamsters on the road before me was
a glad and welcome sound. It proved to be several families of emigrants
like myself bound for that same house of entertainment beyond the
woods. Among these were the Rev. J. D. Pierce and family. His wife,

whom he had recently married, a highly intelligent lady from a wealthy
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family in the State of New York, was sitting in her silks in an open ox
wagon drenched to the skin with the falling rain. Misery sometimes likes

company, and I took such a liking to that company that dark night, that

I determined not to leave them. The road was bad, and it seemed
to me that oxen never went so slow before. Late in the evening we saw
the light of the long-looked-for tavern as it shone through the chinks of

the logs—a sight most welcome to us all. Our caravan halted before

the door; only there was no door there, a blanket being where the door
should be. The shanty was only partly covered with shakes; the rain

pouring down at one end; a cook-stove stood on the ground in the middle
of it. This was soon put in requisition, and the coarse fare was a sensible

relief to us weary and hungry mortals. After this we prepared to retire

for the night, but where to retire was the question. If there had been a
garret or a cellar, we might have retired, and either would have afforded

some relief Some of the women of the company packed themselves
away on the bedstead, others under it, on the ground, their husbands
next; and the rest of us occupied a little more than all the dry ground
in the shanty. Sleep soon came to the relief of the weary bodies, at least

it was so with one of the compan}^ The morning came; one of those

dark, gloomy fall mornings ; the rain was still falling. We made another
requisition on the potato pile and the pork barrel, after which Mrs. Pierce

sang beautifully, as few persons can sing, " Home, Sweet Home," then
turned her face to the wall and wept. Poor woman, the next summer
she fell a victim to the cholera.

In the course of the forenoon the rain ceased and we made preparation
to move on as far as Marshall, six miles distant. And here another ad-

venture impressed itself upon my mind. I undertook to put on ni}'' boots,

which the good woman ot the house had placed near the stove tlie night
before, and the more I tried the farther I seemed to be from the accomp-
lishment of my object. Either my feet had swollen by the severe hard- •

ship to which they had been subjected the day before, or my boots had
shrunk, or both, and I was attempting an impossibility. I pulled at

the straps till my fingers had no strength left in them. In my grief I

cried out, " What shall I do? " I was fifty miles from a shoemaker, or any
place where I could provide for my understanding. Among the company
there chanced to be a genius. He advised me to take off the fat fried out

of the pork and thoroughly baste the heal of my stocking and the inside

of my boot. This was a success. In went my foot and on went my boot.

That day we reached Marshall, consisting then of one log house and an-

other in the process of erection. A few emigrants had planted themselves
on the beautiful and fertile farming lands in that vicinity. The next day
being the Sabbath we had public worship. A young methodist clergy-

man by the name of Pilcher, preached in the morning, and Rev. J. D.
Pierce, one of our company, in the afternoon. These meetings were held
in the unfinished log house of Mr. Geo. Ketchum.

On Monday morning I resumed my journey on foot, and alone, and
before breakfast reached Battle Creek, without seeing a house or seeing a
person. The creek was then as now, only larger; but the beautiful

town was non est. One single log house, in the process of being built by
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a Mr. Stoddard, marked the spot of the future city. Here I took break-
fast before crossing the river. It is said that a bath immediately after

eating is unheahhy. I don't know about that. I took a bath after eat-

ing that morning, and I have lived more than forty years since. The
stream was swollen by the recent rains, to full banks; no bridge, no boat,

and too deep, in most places, to ford. The icicles were hanging from the
bushes on the banks. Mr. Stoddard pointed out the shallowest spot and
the only fording place; so, holding my clothes high over my head with
both hands, I waded chin deep to the other shore, where I hastily made
my toilet, and pursued my journey."

The Calhoun County Agricultural Society is believed to have been
among the first and. most useful organized in the state, upon a permanent
basis. An unsuccessful attempt to create a popular sentiment among
the farmers, which should induce them to associate for the objects involved
in the present Agricultural Society, was made two or three years prior to

1847, when the present society was organized. Since that period it has
held annual meetings, with increasing profit and pleasure, not only to

farmers but to the community generally. It has excited and diffused a
healthy rivalry among its members, and has also awakened a kindly
spirit which has resulted in better and more general acquaintance and good
will. Conservatories and parterres of handsome flowers and plants, adorn
many houses and yards, and a vastly higher type of cattle, horses and
sheep, and, indirectly, a richer and more showy turn-out, are the out-

growths of this Society. It is a stimulous to labor, to refinement and to

the beautiful. Our citizens generally look forward to these annual meet-
ings with unalloyed pleasure; indeed our fair days are, by common con-

sent, given up to social enjoyment with old friends, and to the formation
of new and pleasant acquaintances. The meetings are always held on
its spacious grounds in the City of Marshall, where permanent and
tasteful buildings have been erected.

The Farmers' Fire Insurance Co. of the County of Calhoun was
organized April 7th, 1862. At the first annual meeting there were 164
members, and the value of all the property insured amounted to $190,890.
No loss by fire having occurred, there was in the hands of the secretary

^46.37. The annual report, made as by law required to the secretary of

State, Jan'y 23d, 1863, gives the whole number of members as 161, and
the value of property insured by the company as $189,940. Received on
admission of members $310.(?9 ; incidental expenses, $268.41 ; cash in
hands of secretary, $42.28. The first loss sustained by the company was
the burning of two barns and sheds, estimated at $1,100. Amount paid
as mutually agreed upon, $930. The number of members has increased

year by year, until it nearly reaches 3,000, and the value of property
insured exceeds six and a half millions of dollars. The company insures
no property within the limits of any city or incorporated village. The
officers of the company are required to present their claims against the
company certified under oath. The entire business of this company is

mainly conducted by the secretary and the board of directors, at an
expense annually falling below $2,000. The prompt and fair adjustment
of all losses has long since dispelled all doubts of the feasibility of a
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cheap and safe mutual protection association. The officers of the com-
pany have always been among the solid men of the county, who have
cheerfully and almost gratuitously given to it their time and attention.

Withee, Esq., is the present energetic secretary.

For most of the facts connected with the history of the judiciary of

this county, I avail myself of the address delivered by the Hon. George
Woodruff, at the formal opening of the latel}' erected court house.

The first circuit judge appointed for the entire state out of Wayne
county was Hon. W. A. Fletcher, who held his first term in this county
at the school-house above mentioned, in the month of November, 1833,

Judge Eleazer McCamley as associate judge ; Charles D. Smith being
clerk, and Harris C. Goodrich, Sheriff. It would seem that the sheriff

had not reached the skill attending his subsequent efforts in running
down jurymen, inasmuch as for that or for some other reason not
explained, a quorum of grand jurors did not attend, and the few that

attended were discharged. No case, civil or criminal, was tried at that
term. At the next term, held in May, 1834, the first jury cause in this

court w^as tried; the parties being Randall Hobart, plaintiff, and George
Ketchum, defendant; both of these early pioneers, Avith the same spirit

of enterprise which brought them here, long since crossed the plains to

the Pacific slope, in pursuit of a better land, which it is hoped they have
found at last beyond the confines of this contentious sphere.

Judge Fletcher continued to preside in this court, holding two terms in

a year till November, 1836, when he was succeeded by Hon. Epaphroditus
Ransom, who had been appointed under the state government, which took
its practical date from that of the conditional act of admission into the
Union, June 15th, 1836, although the state was nofactuallj'-and formally
admitted until January, 26, 1837, so that the court and judge might be
regarded as coming somewhat by anticipation. A rebellion, however,
against the actual government, and especially against the judge, would
have proved indiscreet if not unprosperous, so far as he was concerned,
for he was a man of powerful frame and formidable aspect, yet he was
a kindly and social man, a respectable but not a learned lawyer, and an
impartial judge; his weight of character and sterling qualities were
subsequently acknowledged by the people, by electing him (I will not
say promoting) to the governorship of the state. Judge Ransom presided
here for about seven years, that is, until after May term, 1843; his suc-

cessor was Alpheas Felch, now of Ann Arbor, who needs not the humble
tribute of my obscure applause.

The few now left of his cotemporaries of other days will join with me
in wishing that he may long survive yet to shed honor upon a profession

which, under a great physical disadvantage, he still pursues. Executive or
senatorial honors, even as they were won by him, are not needed to sup-
port his recognition as yet a pillar of the state.

Judge Felch presided here for only two years, and was succeeded by
Hon. Geo. Miles, from November 3d, 1836, to August 14th, 1850—about
fourteen years. During this interval Hon. George Woodruff was (in his

own words) engaged in an unequal contest in endeavoring to administer
justice under the county court system, which was finally, under the un-
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wise and passionate opposition of the leading members of the bar of the

-state, pushed to the wall by the revised constitution of 1850.

Mr. Gibbs, reporter, says: "The reported opinions of Judge Miles are

noticeable for their ability, conciseness and close adherence to the points

involved, bearing in these particulars a great resemblance to the deci-

sions in the early New York reports." Judge Miles was a man of com-
manding personal appearance, and presided on the bench with great

-dignity. He possessed an exalted character, and was entrusted and
esteemed by all. His last entry on the journal is in a hesitating hand,
and the entry is, that a jury trial was broken off by the sickness of the

Judge. He lived but a few days thereafter, I think. He was succeeded

by Hon. Abner Pratt, who was appointed to the vacancy, and succeeded
Judge Miles in January, 1850.

He had strong native sense and much experience, and was a most
efficient prosecuting attorney in the count}'^ of Monroe, in the state of

New York, before coming into this county, where he at once took high
rank in a bar which, at that time, was composed of Crary, Bradley,

Hughes, Gibbs and others. Judge Woodruff remarks of Judge Pratt,

that men of his strong attachments and strong antipathies are seldom
fairly judged, but I am not advised of any well attested instance in his

case of bias which prevailed against law or fact in his judgment. His
character was of a manly strain, and he would have divided his last bis-

cuit with a famished brother, and given him the larger half.

Judge Graves came on to the bench without the prestige of any bril-

liant reputation as an advocate, but with the ample preparation of long
experience as a magistrate and as an office lawyer, in the course of which
he had investigated the principles of adjudication, and familiarized the

rules of evidence to a great extent from a judicial standpoint. With such
preparation it would have been rhore remarkable that he should fail than
-succeed in his new sphere. Besides this intellectual training he possessed

what is even more important to a successful magistracy. He had the

advantage of a complete subordination to the unreasoned rescripts of a
code older than the pandects, and his career as a judge was continually

marked b}'^ the conquest of industry. The amount of genuine work
which he did is perhaps better known to myself than to any one else,

because I have seen its results over the whole circuit. The great mass of

voluminous and carefully considered opinions on file in each of the four

large and populous counties then comprised in its limits, in the course of

his nine years of service, would themselves constitute a sufficient title to

a permanent judicial reputation. It was fitting that his voluntary retire-

ment, justified as it was, should be succeeded by a call to a higher
position, in which his ability, learning and character have been recog-

nized by the profession and the public, and in which there ought to be
no question of remaining as long as his health and strength are con-

tinued, which it is earnestly hoped may be for many years to come. This
^closes the judicial history of the presiding officers of this court.

The county officers appertaining to the circuit court first selected

sunder the territorial condition in 1833 were as follows

:
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Associate Judges—Eleazer McCaraly, John V. Henry.
Prosecutinf/ Attorney—Cephas A. Smith.

Sheriff—Harris C. Goodrich.
County Clerk—Charles D. Smith.
In 1836 the state government was organized—though prior to the

formal admission into the union—and the following officers selected :

Associate Judges—Tolman W. Hall, Charles Olin.

Prosecuting Attorney—Stephen H. Preston.

Sheriff'—Harris C. Goodrich.
County Clerk—Marvin Preston.

CALHOUN COUNTY POOK HOUSE

Is located upon a farm of 120 acres, lying one-and-one-half miles north-

east of the city of Marshall. The building is a wooden structure, about
sevent}'- feet front, witli a wing off the north end of the building, properly
constructed for the irjsane poor. The estimated value of the farm and
buildings thereon is $16,900 ; live stock on the farm estimated at $900

;

farm implements on the farm estimated at $200, and value of all other
property estimated at $750; total, $18,750. The annual expenses of the
poor of the county is from $16,000 to $20,000. The annual profits on
the cultivation of the farm, which goes into the support of paupers at

the poor house, is justly chargeable to the expense account, and would
therefore increase the same somewhat, but has never been itemized by
the keeper. The average numbers in the poor house is about seventy
annually. Last year there were from eighteen to twenty-two in the

insane department. The cost of maintaining paupers per caput, is

from $1.50 to $1.80, which also includes medical attendance. The present

able board of county superintendents of poor have had the control of this

department of the county charities for nine years. Kindness, economy
and great good judgment have characterized their administration. Their
location is such that the work they are called upon to do readily admits
of investigation and intelligent action.

Aug. 0. Hyde resides at Marshall ; T. W. Hall resides at Battle Creek
j

E. H. Johnson resides at Albion ; superintendents. Dr. Jay, of Marshall,

is the medical officer; Henry L. White is the keeper.

Mr. White's salary is $800 per annum.
That the county highly appreciates the services of the superintendents

is proven by the fact that they have held the office so many years. Two
dollars a day seems an inadequate compensation for such unpleasant
services. Their pay aggregates about $800 i)er annum.

Calhoun county has not been deficient in candidates for political pre-

ferment, and many more are anxiously waiting to be summoned to use-

fulness, and especially to the honors and emoluments of office. She has
furnished to this and other states the following: One governor, five

lieutenant governors, four members of congress, one chief justice for

Utah, four ministers to foreign courts, one United States senator, three

superintendents of public instruction, two commissioners of internal
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improvement, two commissioners of the state land office, one assistant

secretary of the interior.

Albion became an organized town in 1837, and its first town meeting
of that year elected James Sheldon supervisor; Wm. Farley, town clerk;

Warham Warner, Cyrus Robertson, Ashbell Howell, assessors; Chas.

D. Holmes, Jas. Vandenburg, David Peabody, commissioners of high-
ways ; George Boss, collector.

At the second town meeting, 153 votes were polled, and a bounty of

$5.00 offered for the scalps of wolves killed in the town in the ensuing
year. At the present time there are in the town thirteen doctors, seven
lawyers, nine clergymen, six organized churches, church edifices.

October 16th, 1830, Ephraim Harrison entered eighty acres of land
in this town, described as E. | N. E. ^ S. 2.

No lands were entered in 1831. In 1832, 889 j%% acres were entered.

Tenney Peabody, Cyrus Robertson, Campbell Waldo, and other well

known citizens made their entries of land in 1833.

William Farley, an early settler in the town, lived and died (a few
years ago) in South Albion, so-called. He was a remarkable man, and
widely and favorably known. He was a local preacher in the M. E.

Church, and was ever ready to labor in that capacity ; and he did so

labor, to a greater extent, both at home and abroad, than any other local

preacher in Calhoun counts, unless it may have been Rev. Randall
Hobart, of Marshall ; he was zealous and sympathetic, and had the rare

and happy faculty of infusing into his brethren all the warm emotions
of his own spirit; he was not a profound theologian, but an earnest and
hard worker, and accomplished much good. He had decided political

convictions, which remained unchanged through his somewhat long and
eventful life. It is said of him that he was fond of telling how often he
had been elected supervisor of his town ; indeed, it was creditable, alike

to him and his constituents, for he was a very useful and reliable public

officer. He was the fast friend of Albion Seminary, and was at one time
its efficient traveling agent. He left his family a handsome propert}'',

and community the abiding memory of a life of usefulness and virtue.

Dr. F. Wheelock, a pioneer professionally, is still engaged in the

practice of his profession, in connection with other business. He is a

man of unblemished character and fair attainments.

Jesse Crowell purchased valuable water-power and other real estate

in 1835, and in the following year took up his permanent residence in

Albion. Mr. Crowell was the resident proprietor of the Albion Village

Company, who recorded the village plat in 1836, and was for many years

the great man and the business man of the town. In 1837 the company
erected a grist mill, erected bridges across the river, and opened up
several new streets. In 1839, the Albion Company made a munificent

donation of land to the trustees of Albion seminar3% under stipulation

that the writer thinks have been complied with. In 1838 Mr. C. was
appointed post master, an office he continued to fill some ten or twelve

years.

In addition to Mr. Crowell's large real estate operations, he owned
and carried on a grist mill, saw mill, and the largest flouring mill in the
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county; was engaged in general merchandise and in the erection of

buildings. The dwelling erected for liimself, and in which he lived, was
the finest residence in town. Becoming involved beyond his ability to

extricate himself, he made an assignment of all his effects for the benefit

of his creditors. No taint of dishonesty ever attached to him at this

painful crisis in his affairs. He continued to give to the final settlement

of his business all his time and energetic attention, until his every day
increasing weakness compelled him to desist. He had not long to mourn
over this disability. His many deeds of charity are recounted by the

suffering poor, who remember with touching gratitude the assistance

received from him, when the}' knew not where else to look for help. He
was never married.

Marvin Hannahs was for many years an active business man, not

only at Albion, the place of his residence, but in the western part of the

state. He was a large and successful operator in lands, and was one
time largely engaged in tanning leather ; he was also engaged in milling

and lumbering. He was a thorough-going temperance man, and an out-

spoken enemy of intemperance. To the demands of business he gave
earnest heed, even after the infirmities of age should have admonished
him of the necessity of rest. Labor and enterprise were cardinal virtues

with him. He was successful in business, as he deserved to be. The
writer long enjoyed his acquaintance and friendship, and he desires to

say, that he never knew a man who excelled him in many of the attri-

butes of a perfect character.

Mention should be made of the following persons, who have made
their mark in this town, to-wit : James Sheldon, Stephen Willis, Dr.

Tuttle, Stephen Blodget, Cyrus Robertson, Charles D. Holmes, David
and Tenney Peabody, etc.

The amount of banking capital in the village of Albion is $325,000.

ALBION COLLEGE,

Like the river on whose banks it stands, finds its remotest sources in adjoin-

ing counties, and at a very early day—March 23d, 1835—an act to incorpo-

rate the trustees of Spring Arbor Seminary was passed by the legislative

council of the territory of Michigan. The first session of that board was
held October 29th, 1835, in the village of Jacksonburgh, at the house of

Dr. Sampson Stoddard. Adjourning to the counting-room of George B.

Cooper, Esq., the first permanent officers of the board were elected, to wit

:

Dr. Benjamin H. Packard, president; Daniel Cohnan, first vice presi-

dent; Dr. Sampson Stoddard, second vice president; Dea. William Smith,
secretary; and Col. Moses Benedict, treasurer. Rev. Elijah Crane was
subsequently its first financial agent. Deeds of lands to the amount of

210 acres were executed in favor of the seminary by William Smith and
M. Benedict. Numerous subscriptions were obtained, and 100,000 brick

engaged for the seminary edifice. But the financial crisis of 1837 coming
on, it was deemed prudent to delay the work of building. Meanwhile
many friends of the enterprise deeming the location at Spring Arbor
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ineligible, proposed to move it to whatever town should offer the most
favorable inducements. The citizens of Albion agreeing to donate fine

grounds for the seminary and subscribing a few thousand dollars for the
erection of buildings, on the 12th of April, 1839, an amendment to the
original act of incorporation was secured from the legislature of the state,

changing the name and location from the " Spring Arbor Seminary " to

the " Wesleyan Seminary of Albion," and the number of trustees from
23 to 13. The first trustees under the amended charter were : Elijah
Crane, president; Alvin Billings, first vice president; Marvin Hannahs,
second vice president; Jesse Crowell, treasurer; Rev. E. H. Pilcher,

secretary; Benj. H. Packard, Almon tierrick, Thos. W. Pray, Jesse

Gardiner, Peter Williamson and Arza C. Robinson. Rev. Lorin Grant
was appointed the first agent. The corner stone of the central building
was laid on the 6th of July, 1841, Hon. Henry W. Taylor, of Marshall,
delivering the address. On October 27th, 1842, a preparatory school
under the direction of Rev. G. P. Tindall was opened, a temporary frame
building having been erected in the spring of the previous year. In No-
vember, 1843, the seminary proper was opened under the following fac-

ulty : Rev. Chas. F. Stockwell, A. B., principal and professor of lan-

guages and mathematics; Jesse Vase, professor of natural and moral
science and English literature; William W.Clark and Nelson Valentine,
assistant teachers ; Miss Octavia Giirdner, preceptress.

The sessions, which were at first held in the Methodist church, were
removed in January, 1844, to the central building, which had just been
completed, under the supervision of Rev. A. Billings, agent. The num-
ber of students during the winter term was 117, and during the summer
term 183. The next organic change in the structure of the institution

occurred in 1850, when, by an amendment.of the previous charter, the
following board was incorporated under the name of Albion Female
Collegiate Institute and Wesleyan Seminary—Rev. A. M. Fitch, presi-

dent; Edward McClure, first vice president; Worcester Deane, sec-

ond vice president; C. M. Cobb, secretary; Joseph French, treasurer;

G. L. Foster, E. H. Pilcher, R. Sapp, H. Packard, 0. C. Comstock, Bcnj.

Faxon, E. J. House and L. D. Crippin. The faculty, at the time, were
Rev. Clark T. Hinman, A. M., president and professor of moral and in-

tellectual science; Rev. E. W. Merrill, A. M., professor of ancient lan-

guages and elocution ; Rev. Norman Abbott, A. M., professor of mathe-
matics; Rev. L. R. Fiske, A. B., professor of natural science; Isaac C.

Cochrane, professor of primary English literature ; Miss Sarah Hurst,
principal of female department and teacher of belles lettres ; Mrs. Mary
E. Adams, teacher of modern languages and fine arts; Mrs. Mary E.
Church, teacher of music ; Joseph Chamberlain, teacher of Indian de-

partment; Joseph French, Esq., steward; Rev. W. H. Brockway, general
agent. Whole number of scholars for the year, 355.

The next change in the organic structure of the institution occurred
by act of legislature, February 15th, 1861, by which George Smith, presi-

dent, Samuel W. Walker, first vice president, M. Hickey, second vice
president, William Farley, treasurer, E. Holstock, E. H. Pilcher, W. E.
Bigelow, Andrew M. Fitch, Wm. Bort, John C. Blanchard, W^m. H. John-
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son, and Clinton B. Fisk were continued and constituted a body corpo-

rate by the name of Albion College. The faculty were as follows :

Rev. Thomas H. Sinex, D. D., president and professor of moral phi-

losophy and political economy; Rev. C. C. Olds, A. M., professor of natu-

ral science ; John Richards, A. M., professor of ancient languages ; Miss

Julia F. Robinson, principal of female department and teacher of French
and fine arts ; Miss Charlotte Innes, assistant teacher ; Henry Meakin,
professor of music. Whole number of students for the year, 290.

The last organic change in the charter of the institution took place

by legislative act February 25th, 1865, by which Hon. John Owen and
E. G. Merick, Esq., of Detroit, and E. J. Connable, Esq., of Jackson,

were constituted an " Endowment Fund Committee," to receive, hold in

trust, and invest all moneys contributed for the endowment of the col-

lege, and to pay over to the board of trustees semi-annually all the inter-

est accruing thereon. The board of trustees at this time were as follows,

to wit :

James W. Sheldon, president; Martin Haven, first vice president;

S. W. Walker, second vice president ; A. M. Fitch, treasurer; Geo. Smith,

Julius D. Morton, S. Clement, D. Preston, A. Billings, Wm. Bort, W. H.
Brockway and J. S. Tuttle ; Rev. Israel Cogshall, agent.

Faculty—George B. Jocelyn, D. D., president and professor of moral
and mental science ; Rev. W, H. Perrine, A. M., professor of natural

science and fine arts ; W. H. Shelly, A. M
,
professor of Latin and Greek

languages ; Mrs. Livonia B Perrine, A. M., professor of mathematics

;

Mrs. Rachel Carne}^ M. S., preceptress and professor of modern langua-

ges ; Miss Juliet Bradbury, M. S. A., and Miss Elizabeth Hollingsworth,

teacher of instrumental music.

The status of the college at present is as follows

:

COEPORATION.

ELECTED BY THE DETROIT CONFERENCE.

Names. Eesidence.
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ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE.

Hon. John Owen, .... Detroit, . . January 1, 1883
E. J. Connable, Esq., . . . Jackson, . January 1, 1880
E. G. Merick, Esq., .... Detroit, . . January 1, 1877

ALBION PROVISIONAL BOARD OF CONTROL.

Rev. A. M. Fitcii, chairman ; James W. Sheldon, secretary and treas-

urer; Martin Haven, Esq., Jacob Anderson, Esq., Rev. Wm. H. Brock-
way, Orlando C. Gale, Esq., Martin B. Wood, Esq.

BOARD OF VISITORS AND EXAMINERS.

Appointed by the Detroit Conference—Rev. L. R. Fiske, D. D., Rev.
J. C. Wortley, A. M., Prof. Sallie A Rulison, M. S.

Appointed by the Michigan Conference—Rev. A. R. Boggs, Rev. Geo.

S. Barnes, Rev. H. F. Spencer.

Appointed by the Alumnal Association—Elmer D. North, M. S., Franc
M. Sanders Nichols, M. S., Alva W. Bradley, A. B.

FACULTY,

Rev. Geo. B. Jocelyn, D. D., moral and intellectual philosophy; Rev.
Jas. H. Hopkins, D. D., Latin language and literature ; Wm. M. Osband,
A. M., natural science; Mrs. Lucy A. Osband, A. M., modern languages;
Rev. Rollin C. Welch, A. M., Greek and Hebrew languages and literature

;

Wm. Havemann, vocal and instrumental music; Geo. B. Merriman, A.
M., mathematics ; Rev. Lewis F. Stearns, A. M., history and belles lettres

;

H. A. Mills, instructor in painting, drawing and perspective ; Mrs. Julia

E. W. Havemann, teacher of guitar; John M. Roach, Charles H. Chase,
George L. Bailey, tutors in mathematics; P. Delia Pierce, tutor in Latin;
Bertha F. Aldrich, tutor in English.

OFFICERS.

Geo. B. Jocelyn,* president; Jas. H. Hopkins, vice president; Lucy A.
Osband, preceptress ; Rollin C. Welch, secretary ; George B. Merriman,
librarian ; Chas. H. Chase, statistical secretary.

There are five regular societies connected with the institution. The
Erosophian, (formed by a union of the Clever Fellows' and Clever Girls'

societies). Eclectic and Athenisedes societies, afford the usual opportunities

for improvement in composition and for exercise in forensic and parlia-

liamentary usages. The Missionary society is organized for the promo-
tion of religioLis enterprises. The Choral society has for its object the

study and performance of works of the best composers. Also the Arions,
an association for the development of a higher musical taste.

The following is a statement of the present financial condition of the
college

:

*Deceased.
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Buildings, grounds and furniture, $ 65,000 00-

Apparatus, librarj^ and cabinet, 5,000 OO
President's house, 2,000 00

$ 72,000 00
Funds in the hands of endowment fund committee :

In bonds and mortgages, .... $131,004 00
In notes, 12,550 00

143,554 00
In the hands of board of control 25.000 00
In notes, 23,896 26

$192,450 26
The income on this amount for the years 1875 and

1876 was . . . . \ . . $11,864 65

Income from other sources, .... 4,078 42

$15,942 97

The indebtedness of the college is $19,200. A sinking fund has been
created to cancel this indebtedness.

I am indebted to Rev. W. H. Perrine, D. D., for the foregoing state-

ment.

ATHENS

Is the southwest town of the county, and contains a small amount of

beautiful prairie, some elegantly timbered tracts, and the balance is oak
openings. In its primeval state it is said to have been surpassingly

beautiful, especially in the vicinity of what is now called the village of

Athens. This accounts, no doubt, for the eagerness to enter these lands,

and the fact that tliey were selected and entered b}^ rival applicants,

mainly in the month of June, 1831.

There were entered June 6th, 1831, 1,440 acres.

7th, " 240 "
•'' 11th, " 80 "

• " " " 18th, " 160 "

Ashael Stone, Warren Nichols, Peter Beisel, Jr., Caleb A. Millaii,

John Rogers, Goodwin Stoddard, purchased on the 6th of the month.
The following memoranda, from the lips of Alfred Holcomb, interested

me very much, and will abundantly repay the reader for the time he

may spend in their perusal : On the 3d June, 1831, he went aboard the

old Superior at Buffalo, destined for Detroit. At the mouth of Black

River, in consequence of a shipwreck, the steamer was detained seven

days for repairs. The boat was ten days from Buffalo to Detroit. Mr.

Holcomb, wife and two children arrived at Dry Prairie on the first day
of July. At Detroit a man with his team was hired to carry them to

Athens. At Jackson, then consisting of three houses, the team gave out.

Mr. Holcomb left his wife and children here and made a journey to Dry
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Prairie after two yoke of oxen, with which to complete moving- his fam-
ily to their destined home. Another ten days was consumed between
Detroit and Dry Prairie. In this whole route there were no bridges. At
very wet and miry places, half built causeways kept the teams in sight

of their drivers. Streams were all forded. The family camped out every
night between Detroit and Dry Prairie, except at Ann Arbor, which then
had five or six houses. Lot Whitcomb, a recent emigrant from Ver-
mont, had put up a shanty on seminar}^ land at Dry Prairie, into which
Mr. Holcomb moved his famil3^ A log school-house was raised in 1831,
and every year since that period a school has been kept in that district.

To reach a grist-mill and a doctor, a journey of twenty-five miles each way
was made. In 1834 a Methodist minister from Kentucky, of the name
of Dickinson, commenced preaching at Holcomb's house. The first mail
route was extended to Dry Prairie in 1835, Lot Whitcomb, P. M. In 1834
Mr. Holcomb imported sixty sheep. The wolves had a great hankering
for those sheep. Mr. Holcomb harvested a little wheat in 1832, and was
thus employed when the cholera broke out among them. There were six

victims of this dread disease—five in the family of Warren Nichols, and
it constitued the entire family—father, mother and three children, and
Isaac Crofoot, the other and last victim. The alarm occasioned by this

epidemic was so universal, that medical and other aid was ver}^ difficult

to obtain, and for weeks after it ceased to exist they were so completely
cut off from all communication with the surrounding settlements that

Mr. Holcomb, who was compelled to go to mill, was looked upon, al-

most, as one risen from the dead. In the absence of suitable lumber
for coffins, the upper floor of Nichol's house was used for that purpose.

Rough coffins were made, and the dead deposited therein immediately,
and buried (in no cemeter}^), and without religious services, and with the

least possible delay.

Mr. Holcomb's prairie farm of 200 acres is apparently as productive
to-day as it was forty years ago, although it has neither been manured or

seeded down to clover but two or three years. Oats sometimes attained

nine feet and one inch in height. First crop of wheat, from poor seed,

however, was smutty, chaifey and worthless. His second crop, from the
sowing of Wabash pure wheat, was clean and plump. Average product
some eighteen bushels. His average crop of oats is from sixty to seventy
bushels per acre. Mr. Holcomb set out thirty apple trees in 1835, and
one hundred in 1836. This man of just celebritv was born in 1800 in

Windsor, Conn. Went into Ontario county, N. Y., at the age of nine-

teen. He traveled extensively in this state in 1830. Moved on to Dry
Prairie as before stated in 1831. The first summer after he put in six

acres of corn, and about two acres of potatoes on Prairie Ronde. Indians
were numerous and friendly. Wolves, panthers, deer and many smaller
animals were roaming unmolested all over the country. The commu-
nity, both whites and Indians, were exccdingly excited during the Black
Hawk war. Five hundred Indians met in council within twenty-five

miles of Dry Prairie, and the whites were called upon to arm for the

defense of the country. Happily no overt act of war was committed on
either side. The most friendlj^ relations existed between the whites and

14
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the Indians so long as the latter, in any considerable numbers, remained
among them. As a fur trader, Mr. Holcomb has traveled extensively in
this and other states and territories, and at no time has his choice of

Athens as a home been shaken. Now in his old age he and his excellent
wife are active and intelligent, and likely to live many years.

The improvements in the town are, one steam and water grist mill,

one stave factory, one foundry, one steam saw mill, four dry goods stores,

one planing mill, two drug stores, one hardware store, three blacksmith
shops, two paint shops, two wagon shops, three milliners, three doctors,

one lawyer, one district school of 120 scholars, one resident clergyman,
two hotels.

The above are all in the village of Athens. There is a Baptist church
and edifice in the north part of the town, and the town is well sux3plied

with school-houses and school facilities. In fact general thrift obtains
throughout the town. The first marriage celebrated in Athens will long
be remembered.

Esquire Dwinnell, of Emmet, was called upon to marry Robert Mc-
Camly and Mary Nichols, which he essayed to do, in virtue of being a
justice of the peace in Calhoun county. In order that the parties might
avail themselves of the " spare room " of a friend living a little way from
Dry Prairie, the justice met them there, and made the twain one flesh,

according to law. After a day or two their pleasant dreams were shocked
by the discovery that their friend's shanty was across the county line, to

wit, in the county of Branch or Kalamazoo, in neither of which counties
was Mr. Dwinnell a justice of the peace. Determined to literally comply
with the requirements of a salutary law, the parties notified Esquire
Dwinnell that he had a limited jurisdiction, and that he must hasten to

his own and their relief. He hunted up the parties, took them into his

cutter, brought them across the county line and into the town of Athens,
and in the cutter aforesaid married them, and this was the first marriage
in town, and these were the circumstances thereof.

BEDFORD

"Was organized in 1838. At the first town meeting, held in April, 1839,
Caleb Kirby was elected supervisor, John Meacham, town clerk and jus-
tice of the peace. The first entry of lands in this town was on April
19th, 1832—John Bertram, 160 acres ; also July 9th, 1832, John Bertram,
eighty acres; 685 acres were entered in the year 1833. John Bertram
purchased the land before named as a matter of speculation. He resided
in the township of Marshall a few years, then went south, where he was
unfortunate in business, and finally returned to England, his native land.

Settlements were made at several different points in this town at an
early day, and by men of some means and great worth. Many of them
were quakers, who illustrated by their industrious habits, their scrupu-
lous integrity and staid deportment, the principles they professed.

The first saw-mill put in operation in this town was in the fall of
1837. A stage and mail route was established in and through Bedford
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en route from Battle Creek to Hastings in 1842. A postoffice had been
opened in 1840 at Bedford Center, E. R. Wattles, P. M. The first grist-

mill was erected by H. M. Marvin, and went into operation in 1856.

This mill is the nucleus of the village of Bedford. In 1840 some mis-
sionaries laid out the village of Harmonia, and built a large school
building where the children of spiritualistic parents were to be educated,

etc. Nothing is left of this magnificent enterprise but heart burnings
and a dilapidated exchequer. The town is rather rolling, in many places

beautiful, and produces wheat and other grains, and is a good fruit

growing town. There are three places of worship, and three or four or-

ganized religious societies in Bedford. The inhabitants are industrious,

orderly and intelligent, and general thrift prevails. I am unable to give
the school statistics, but I know that the town is dotted with good school-

houses, which are occupied with competent teachers and numerous chil-

dren.

The mail carrier between Marshall and White Pigeon, in 1835, was
Nathaniel Barney, who also carried passengers in a small and cheap way.
Mr. Barney resided in Battle Creek, and many anecdotes are told of his

numerous deputy carriers, it not always being convenient for him to

leave home. Upon one occasion John Meacham, Esq., was deputed for

that purpose, and to please the fastidious postmaster at Marshall, he was
sent to Pollodore Hudson, justice of the peace, who administered the
oath which conferred upon Mr, Meacham authority to carry the United
States mail, which probably at that time contained one or two letters,

and possibly was entirely empty.
John Meacham, Esq., came into the county of Calhoun in August, 1835,

and settled in the township of Milton, since called Bedford. He was the
first town clerk of Bedford, and was annually elected to the office up to

1846, when he was elected county clerk, which office he held for four

years. He has been a justice of the peace also in Bedford and Battle

Creek, and in every official position he has discharged its duties with
great fidelity and usefulness. His quiet, amiable manners indicate an
early training among the Quakers of Philadelphia, his native city. For
a few years last past Tie has been an honored citizen of Battle Creek,

BURLINGTON

Was organized in 1837, and held its first township meeting April 3d of

that year, electing Justus Goodwin, supervisor; 0. C. Freeman, town
clerk ; Justus Goodwin, Zebesia Sanders and Moses S. Gleason, justices of

the peace; Levi Haughtailing, constable and collector. Established six

road districts; voted $100 to build a bridge across the St. Joseph river;

and $50 for bridging the Nottawa creek. Voted $50 for common schools

and $5 bounty for wolf scalps.

Forty votes were cast for representative in place of Ezra Conviss, died.

Sands McCamly received 39, At an election held August 21, 1837, Isaac

E, Crary received 20 votes, and Hezekiah G, Wells 13 votes for repre-

sentative in congress.
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LANDS ENTERED.

June Gtb, 1831, Goodwin Stoddard, 560 acres.

June 10th, 1831, Augustine Canfield, 80 acres.

June 16th, 1831, Richard P. Hart, 80 acres; Robt. Sedgewic, 80 acres,

.June 17th, 1831, Sandford Marsh, 160 acres.

August 21, 1831, Augustine Canfield, 80 acres.

August 31, 1831, Jeremiah Marvin, 160 acres.

The onl_y entry of land in 1832 is 160 acres by Anson Gilbert, Messrs.

Hurd, Sanders, Olmsted and Hart entered land in 1833.

The south part of tli<^ town is generally level ; the north part, except
Wet Prairie and its vicinity, is broken, somewhat hilly and stony.

Taken as a whole it is a good township of land, is well watered, possesses

a good water power, well improved, and will ultimately become a wealthy
town. The principal products of the town are wheat, wool and stock, all

of which finds ready sale at the village of Burlington and at Union City,

some three miles distant. E. A. Hayden and Theodore Hamilton settled

in this town in an early day, and became at once rival candidates for

political preferment in the town and county, and were reasonably suc-

cessful. In addition to holding the offices of supervisor and justices of

the peace, they each held a county office for one term. Both are now
dead. Henry Jones, Esq., is and has long been a resident of this town.

He is a scholarly gentleman of leisure, fond of books and painting, and
an amateur astronomer. He is descended from an eminent family in

New York, of whom he is justly proud. He is by profession a lawyer,

but led by his taste for the arts and sciences before named, he never ap-

pears in court, He has no family incumbrances, a fact he is fond of

mentioning. Justus Goodwin at a very early day sold goods in this town.

Subsequently he improved a fine farm. He was ambitious to appear
before the public constantly in the role of an office-holder. His aspira-

tion was gratified to a great extent; but he finally fell into disgrace and
went to Texas, where he died poor.

Burlington village is well supplied with stores and shops, has a good
grist and flouring mill, one saw-mill, one Adams fruit-drying establish-

ment, two hotels, four churches, one graded school, an ample supply of

well-educated professional men, and an industrious and increasing popu-
lation, The village is growing in all its substantial interests. Unhap-
pily for her, the freight and passenger depot of the Air Line Railroad is

not within two miles of the village. Upon the completion, however, of

the Mansfield and Lake Michigan Railroad this inconvenience will be
overcome—a boone still in the future. Indian mounds and forts are

found in several places along the river. Also Indian relics, such as

arrows, bones, gun-barrels, kettles, etc. St. Joseph river abounds in fish,

and the timbered land adjacent supplied both the Indian and his white

neighbor with fish and venison in abundance. No wonder that the
" poor Indian " went in sadness from this beautiful and productive coun-

try, and from the graves of his ancestors to an unknown home toward
the setting sun. Such, however, is his inexorable doom, whenever the

white man covets his domain.
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MILTON,

Now called Battle Creek, was organized in 1833. The point of land at the

junction of the Battle Creek with the Kalamazoo River, had attracted the

attention of several gentlemen on the lookout for water-power, and when
the lands were brought into market at the land office at White Pigeon,

it was discovered that there were some half dozen rival applicants for the

same property. A compromise was effected, certain parties bought off,

and J. J. Gurnsey entered the lands in his own name, with the under-
standing, it is said, that Sands McCamle}' and Daniel G. Gurnsey should

share equally with him, upon complying with certain conditions then

mutually agreed upon.
The lands entered in Battle Creek were

:

June 7th, 1831, John J. Gurnsey, on section 1, 449.50 acres.

June 17th, 1831, John J. Gurnsey, on section 12, 143.22 acres.

Same day, Isaac Thomas and D. Williams entered lands on section

14, 320.78 acres.

June 18th, 1831, Sylvester Sibley, on section 10, 240 acres.

June 18th, 1831, De Garmo Jones, on section 15, 160 acres.

August 29th, 1831, John Stewart, Jr., on section 15, 160 acres.

As we find Isaac Thomas, Dorrance Williams and John Stewart, Jr.,

living on their lands in 1831, the presumption is that they entered into

the occupancy, and upon the cultivation of their purchases at once. At
any rate they were there in 1831, industriously engaged in the praise-

worthy effort of making the wilderness glad, and bud and blossom as the

rose.

Emigration came into this town slowly, no doubt, from the simple fact

that notwithstanding the fertility of her soil and her abundant water

power, there were no accessible saw-mills to furnish building materials,

and no grist-mills to furnish flour for family consumption. Even the

necessary evil of a doctor was twelve miles away, and his services could

only be obtained by fording streams, struggling through marshes, and
following a circuitous Indian trail. However, in spite of all these ad-

verse circumstances, lands were purchased and cultivated, roads were laid

out and made passable, schools were taught, and all the appliances of an
organized society inaugurated. Valuable additions were made to her list

of inhabitants in 1833-4-5, especially such men as the Messrs. Hall, Gen.

Convis, Dr. Beach, A. Noble, W. H. Coleman, Judge McCamly, Shepherd,

Gilbert, Gurnsey, Meritt, Hart, Whitcomb, etc. Being young, enterpris-

ing, and having some means, they laid broad and deep the stable found-

ation upon which this flourishing town now rests. Late in the fall of

1835 Judge McCamly's saw-mill was put in operation, and it was not till

1837 that the first grist-mill, viz : Noble & Whitcomb's, commenced work,
to the great joy and convenience of the western part of the county. Wm.
H. Coleman was the first merchant, and his place of busines was built of

logs, which he occupied a few years. Messrs. Noble & Whitcomb em-
barked in merchandising in Battle Creek in 1836. Mr. Noble alone sur-

vives this band of pioneer merchants. The first white male child born
in this town was Henry C. Hall, born January 7th, 1834 ; the first female

white child was Caroline M. Convis, born November 19th, 1834. In the
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winter of 1834-5, Warren B. Shepherd taught the first school, in a log
school-house. The lumber for the floor, door and seats was floated down
the creek from Bellevue. Gen. Convis erected the first frame building as
an addition to his block-house. Among the early clergymen who pene-
trated the wilderness to exercise their holy functions, the Revs. Calvin
Clark, John D. Pierce, Randall Hobart, Elijah Crane, and Elders Taylor
and Adams are most gratefully remembered. The early settlers had been
educated to a reverent observance of religious rites and ceremonies in
their eastern homes, and when sickness and death invaded their family
circles, their minds instinctively turned toward religious teachers and
religion itself as a needed and powerful solace. The real and imaginary
religious wants of the people still receive general attention, and the pro-
vision made for its inculcation in all its forms of belief and practice are
most ample. There are eleven church organizations, and I believe about
the same number of church edifices, to wit: The United Congregational
and Presbyterian, the Methodist Episcopal, the African Methodist, the
African Baptist, the Seventh-Day Adventist, the First Society of Spirit-
ualists, the Baptist, the Roman Catholic, the American Reform, the
Episcopal, the Friends.

The Methodists organized in 1832, and the Presbyterians in 1836.
The Society of Friends held " meetings " at an early period. The other
denominations above named have a later origin. In connection with
most of the foregoing churches are Sunday schools and missionary and
benevolent societies, which receive a cordial and conscientious attention
from their members. A highly commendable Catholic spirit obtains
among all the churches usually denominated evangelical. The doing of
the most good is apparently the high incentive of all of them. The
growth of the Seventh-Day Advent church and its various enterprises are
so stupendous, that I feel justified in devoting some time and space to its

consideration, particularly as the center of its operations is in the cit}- of
Battle Creek. It originated in its present form in .1844, at Washington,
N. H. The present manager, Elder James White, whose residence is in
this city, is the president of their five leading organizations, namely:
General Conference, the Publishing Association, the Health Reform In-
stitute, the General Tract and Missionary Society, and the Educational
Societ}'. All these several departments are maintained in good working
order, mainly by weekly contributions of one-tenth the income of the
donors. Forty thousand dollars was raised in this way in 1875.

Battle Creek College, erected in 1874, is a school of this denomination,
which pledged $54,000 toward the erection of the building. Ground was
broken in May, 1874, and it was completed and opened for use in Janu-
ary, 1875. The first annual catalogue showed an aggregate attendance
of 289 scholars. The second annual catalogue shows an attendence of
267 scholars.

FACULTY.

James White, president; S. Brownsberger, A. M., principal, professor
of ancient languages and physics ; Uriah Smith, lecturer on Biblical
exegesis; G. H. Bell, professor of English language and mathematics;



Annual Meeting of 1877. 216

J. H. Kellogg, M. D., professor of chemistry and physiology; A. B. Oyen,
professor of Danish language; L. T. Gronstam, tutor in Swedish language;
Francesco Urgos, professor of the Italian language; Madame L. Parrot,

teacher in French language ; Miss Camilla Haentzsche, teacher in CJerman
language; Miss Jennie Sprague, Miss Ella Rankin and Mrs. Emma
Woolsey, teachers in common branches.

BOARD OP TRUSTEES.

James Wliite, Dr. J. H. Kellogg, W. J. Fairfield, Uriah Smith, James
Sawyer, S. Brownsberger, John S. Day.

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD.

James White, president; Uriah Smith, secretary; James Sawyer,
treasurer.

The Health Reform Institute is located on high ground, nearly oppo-
site Battle Creek college, and is conducted on the hygienic principles,

which underlie all the organizations of the church, to-wit: total absti-

nence from the use of tobacco, ardent spirits, pork, coffee, tea, and all

highly seasoned food. "The health reform ends not with diet alone,

but extends to all the habits of life ; and as the health of the body is

affected to a great extent by the manner in which it is clothed, that sub-
ject occupies a prominent place in this system. Shorter skirts and
warmer clothing for females, advocated and practiced. 5575 copies of

the Health Reformer are published monthly. Publications in advocacy
of the peculiar tenets of this denomination have been sent to Great
Britain, Norway, Sweden, Australia, New Zealand and Africa. Missions
are now in successful operation among the Danes, Norwegians, Swedes
and French, in this countr3^ 3800 papers are published monthly in the
Danish and Swedish languages. The Advent Review and Sabbath
Herald, the weekly organ of this wide-awake denomination, issues 7603
copies. The whole number of weekly and monthly papers is 22,615.

Four buildings are devoted to this business ; sixty-six hands are regu-

larly employed in the work, and the capital invested is over $100,000.

Books as well as periodicals are being constantly published.

Battle Creek village, lying in the towns of Battle Creek and Emmett,
was incorporated in 1850. William Brooks was the first president. Its

career under a village charter was prosperous, and several of her best

citizens held important positions under it ; but, the ambitious village had
higher aspirations. February 3d, 1859, an act was approved incorporat-

ing the city of Battle Creek, with four wards. The city has gone forward
with an accelerated speed, and will become in time a large manufacturing
town. The fine water power is greatly improved, and steam power is

brought into requisition when water fails. The building of horse-powers
and threshing machines involves an immense capital, and gives employ-
ment to a large number of men. I sought in vain for the items of this

business, which I exceedingly regret, as I desired to state its magnitude,
in justice to the parties carrying it on, and to the city so greatly benefited

by their operations. There are two heavy firms engaged in this branch
of business.
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Judge Graves, one of the supreme court judges of the State of Mich-
igan, is an erudite judge, an honor to the bench and to Battle Creek,
wliere he resides.

Judge Emmerson, the chief justice in Utah, went from Battle Creek,
and still considers that city his home. He enjoys the reputation of being
a good lawyer, an impartial judge, and a gentleman of refinement.

A city that can enumerate among her citizens such men as Noble,
Cox, Dibble, Meacham, Burnham, Hinmans, Skinners, McCamly, AVhit-
combs, Nichols, and others too numerous to mention, has its future
assured.

Sands McCamly was one of nature's noblemen ; though the sphere of
his usefulness was somewhat circumscribed, he nevertheless made a favor-
able impression upon community, who mourns his loss. He was an earl}^

settler, an active business man, and enjoyed the confidence of his fellow
citizens, and to a limited extent, the honors and emoluments of office.

He died many years since.

Battle Creek schools are of a high order, and the city has spared no
money in the erection of spacious and costly buildings for their accom-
modation.
The Central school building and grounds are valued at . . $100,000

Value of school buildings and grounds:

No. 2 . 15,000
No. 3, 15,000
No. 4, 20,000

Total, . . $150,000
I. D. Stone, A. M., is superintendent.
" Five courses of study are arranged for the high school, of which

three, the classical, the Latin and scientific are preparatory to the corre-
sponding courses at the University. Students completing either of these
courses are admitted to the University upon their diplomas without
examination."

superintendent's report.

To the Board of Education :

Gentlemen—In accordance with your regulations I herewith sub-
mit for your consideration the following report of the public schools of
this city for the year 1874-5:

Population of the district, (1874) 6,000
Cash valuation of real and personal property in the district, $5,000,000
Total taxes for school purposes, 25,500
Total salaries of teachers and superintendent, . . . 11,850
Value of school property, 150,000
Number of school buildings, 4
Whole number of sittings 1,446
School census, August, 1874, 1,546
Number enrolled in public schools, ..... 1,285
Per cent, of enrollment on private schools, .... 83.12
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Number of resident pupils enrolled in private schools,

Number of non-resident pupils in public schools,

Amount received for tuition of non-residents.

Average number belonging, ....
Average attendance per session, .

Per cent, of attendance on number belonging.
Average tardiness per session,

Per cent, of tardiness on attendance.
Number of suspensions.

Number restored, ......
Number of teachers, .....
Number of visitors, .....

ihools.
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FOURTH YEAR.

Classic. Latin and Scientific. Scientific.

( Latin. Latin. Zoology.
1st Term. ^ Algebra. Algebra. Algebra.

( Greek. Fr. or German. Fr. or German.
I Latin. Latin. Eng. Literature.

2d Term. < Algebra. Algebra. Algebra.
(Greek. Fr. or German. Fr. or German.
( Latin. Latin. Reviews.

3d Term. J Greek. Fr. or German. Mental Philos.

( Grecian History. Reviews. Fr. or German.

Latin course same as first three years of the Latin and scientific

course.

Students in this course preparing for the University will take French
rather than German ; history as in the English course instead of chem-
istry; and geometrical drawing instead of mental philosophy. See
courses in French and German.

ENGLISH COURSE.

First Year—Same as scientific course.

Second Year—Same as scientific course.

Third Year, first term—Chemistry
;
geometry as in scientific course

;

history, outlines completed.
Second term—Geology; geometry, as in scientific course; English

literature.

Third term—Astronomy ; mental philosophy ; reviews. Essays and
declamations throughout the course.

COURSE IN FRENCH.

Third Year, first term—Grammar to page 133; French verbs, the
auxiliary and regular verbs.

Second term—Grammar, Part I., completed ; conjugation of verbs
completed.

Third term—Grammar, Part IL, to page 296 ; translation from the
Reader.

Fourth Year, first term—Grammar completed ; translations from the
Reader.

Second and third term.s—Composition ; translations from standard
authors.

COURSE IN GERMAN.

Third Year, first term—German course to page 128.

Second term—German course to page 240.

Third term—German course continued ; translations from the Reader.
Conversation through the year.

Fourth Year, first term—Reader completed.
Second term—Goethe's Faust.
Third term—Schiller's Jungfrau von Orleans. Composition and con-

versation through the year.
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The Battle Creek Machinery Company, manufacturing Boult's carving,

paneling, moulding and dove-tailing machines, has a world-wide reputa-

tion for the manufacture of a " most perfect and available machine," and
adapted to an almost endless variety of mechanical uses. It is used ex-

tensively and satisfactorily, not only in the United States, but in South
America, Scotland, Germany and Canada, and is rapidly extending its

field of usefulness. Mr. T. Boult, the inventor, gives his entire attention

and skill to the construction and improvement of every machine made.
He is an honor to the trade and the city of his residence. I am unable
to say what amount of capital is used in this immense and growing-

business, but from a careful inspection of its machinery, the number of

hands employed, and of their order book, I am prepared to say it is very
large.

The banking capital of this city is $200,000, to wit : First National
Bank, $100,000; City Bank, $50,000; A. C. Hamblin (perhaps more)
$50,000. No doubt there is a very large sum of money used in the pur-

chase and sale of bonds and mortgages, and in cashing short time paper,

not included in the foregoing account of " banking capital."

The Central and Peninsular Railroads have passenger and freight

houses and all the ordinary facilities for conducting with promptness
the business of the city and surrounding country. One other railroad

is graded and nearly ready for the iron.

L. D. Dibble, Esq., was the efficient man in organizing and carrying

on to near completion the Peninsular Railroad. Pie is a lawyer by pro-

fession and practice, is a good advocate, and a man of uncommon energy
and perseverance. He is destined to a still higher standing if life is

spared him. He is a comparatively young man.
The present member of congress from this district is the Hon. George

Willard, of Battle Creek. He is a gentleman of enlarged and liberal

views, a ripe scholar, pure morals, a statesman, and an accomplished
gentleman. He is an honor to this district.

I append hereto an extract from the eloquent oration delivered at

Battle Creek, July 4th, 1876, on account of the local interest which it

excites. The orator upon this occasion was the Hon. Leonidas D. Dibble.

The first celebration of the Fourth of July held in Battle Creek was
in 1835. It was between Sands McCamley's house and the junction of

the river—Judge McCamly presiding. Elder Adams delivered the ora-

tion, and Moses Hall read the Declaration of Independence. The occasion

was a pleasant one, and heartily enjoyed by all. The day closed with

toasts and responses, after which several hundred Indians came in and
devoured the remnants. In those days matrimony was difficult of ac-

complishment. The day for the wedding was fixed, and the justice of the

peace was notified to be ready. It was on his " ague day." In the morn-
ing he attempted to fortify himself by taking a large dose of quinine, and
at noon repeated this precaution by taking a larger dose, and by the time
the wedding party arrived, the justice was delirious, but the ready wit of

his wife was sufficient to carry all through. The justice was taken to the

well and drenched with cold water, and for a short time consciousness

returned, and seizing that moment the parties were married. Moses
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Hall was the justice, and Mr. Frank Thomas and Miss Amanda Goddard
were the wedded pair.

In the expressive language of another, we can truly say that "the
first settlers of the wilderness have a peculiar experience which the coun-

try, once occupied and imj^roved, can never afford. They had privations

which their successors, on the cultivated fields, and in the thriving cities

which their enterprise has been the means of producing, may some of

them fail to appreciate, but the proud consciousness that their early trials

and labors, and their once united and hopeful energies, gave the first im-
pulse toward these magnificent changes which they now witness, is, of

itself, something of a reward. They may have labored, and in some cases

others may seem to reap the benefit, but we ma}^ be sure that the just and
the wise will always award honor to men in proportion to the real bene-

fits arising from what the}'^ have accomplished." Forty-five years ago the

first log hut was built in Battle Creek, on land costing one dollar and
twenty-five cents per acre ; to-day the value of the same land is estimated

at not less than ten thousand dollars per acre. Then there were no
schools, no churches, no manufactories, no business ; all was a wilderness

peopled by the aborigines of the country. To-day eleven religious de-

nominations meet in their respective churches and lay their supplica-

tions before the Throne of Grace. To-day there is invested in school

buildings, libraries and apparatus, nearly or quite two hundred thousand
dollars, and fifteen hundred and seventy-three scholars, between the ages

of five and twenty years, receive an education sufficiently advanced to

place them in good standing in the famous university of Michigan, free

of cost. To-day fine brick blocks for business purposes, beautiful resi-

dences, vieing with the palaces of eastern cities in splendor; manufac-
tories turning out their millions in value of manufactured articles of

world-wide renown annually, have taken the place of the forests of forty-

five years ago. Then, all the travel and all supplies for the infant colony

were transported on wagons drawn by oxen. To-day two railroads trans-

port annually to and from the city hundreds of thousands of pounds of

freight, and tens of thousands of passengers over their iron ways at from
twenty-five to forty miles per hour.

STATEMENT BY JOHN MEACHAM.

Battle Creek, Jan. 7, 1877.

.John Meacham's statement.—He fir.st saw Battle Creek in the month
of July, 1835. Nathaniel Barney kept the tavern on the north side of

Main street and at the northerly end of Barney street. A list of the

male inhabitants was taken at that time by Mr. Meacham, and is still in

his possession ; following are the names : Sands McCamly, Ezra Convis,

Moses Hall, Tolman W. Hall, Polydore Hudson, Nathaniel Barney,
Samuel Convis, Cephas A. Smith, John S. Halladay, Joseph Farnsworth,

Jonathan Comstock, Ella G. Smith, Joel Fordham, John Marvin, Porter

Rossin.

Sands McCamley's saw mill frame had been raised on the site where
the Cushman mill was erected many years afterwards. A large number
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of men were employed in digging the race, and Benjamin Wright, widely
known at that time as a mill-wright, was working at the machinery of

said mill. The mill was put in operation in the winter following, and
that was the first use made of the water power at Battle Creek.

At that time Milton was one of the political divisions of Calhoun
county, and embraced townships one and two south, of range seven west,

and townships one and two south, of range eight west. Township tM^o

south, of range seven west was afterwards organized as a separate town-
ship and called Cady, and was subsequently changed to Emmett.

Township one south, of range seven west, was set of!" and called Penn-
field. Township one south, of range eight west, was organized and called

Bedford, and the first township meeting was held in the spring of 1839,
at the house of Josiah Gilbert ; about forty votes were polled. Caleb
Kirby was elected supervisor, and John Meacham township clerk.

There were four settlers in Bedford in 1835 : Josiah Gilbert, John
Conway, George Johnson, and a man by the name of Tower. John Con-
way had a saw-mill in operation at the mouth of the outlet of what is

now known as Harl lake ; it was located on the bank of the Kalamazoo
river, near the present site of Pratt's mill.

Matthias Hutchinson erected a saw-mill in 1837, at Bedford village.

I commenced an improvement on section fifteen in Bedford, in 1838

;

sold my interest in the farm in 1853, and in September of the year last

named became a resident of the city of Battle Creek, at that time a
village.

Noah P. Crittendon made an improvement on section thirtj^-three in

Bedford, and lost his life on the steamer Erie, burned off the mouth of

Silver creek.

Isaac Sutton located section twenty-five in Bedford, in the year 1835,
and the following year took possession and commenced his improvement.
He had eight sons and one daughter, and I have heard him relate the
following anecdote : On his way home after locating his section of land,

he called at a farmer's house in the eastern part of Michigan to get some-
thing to eat; the farmer's good wife had the curiosity to know somewhat
of his affairs. He informed her that he had bought a section of land in

Calhoun county and was going to move to Michigan. She expressed sur-

prise that a man of his age should want to move to a new country.

Why, said he, I have eight sons, and every one of them has a sister.

What ! she exclaimed in astonishment, sixteen of them, eh ?

Nathaniel Barney, who kept the public house in Battle Creek, in 1835,

had a contract for carrying the mail between Marshall and White Pigeon,
and would frequently allow a guest to take his team and go to Marshall
and back, or to White Pigeon and back with the mail ; and Mr. Meacham
recollects that he took the mail to Marshall, and delivered the same to

Charles D. Smith, post-master, at Marshall, and, after feeding his team
and getting some refreshment for himself, he called for the return mail.

Mr. Smith at first refused to deliver it, strongly censuring Barney for

allowing so man}'^ irresponsible men to carry the United States mail; but,

Meacham demanded the mail, and stated that his appointment was regu-
lar, and that he had that day been duly sworn as a mail carrier, before
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PoUydore Hudson, Esq., at Battle Creek ; Mr. Smith very reluctantly at

length brought out and delivered the mail, and Meacham says this is

his first and last experience as a mail carrier.

A post-office was established in Bedford, but I cannot remember the
year; Erastus R. Wattler was the first post-master. The office is new
kept at Bedford village, and is the only post-office ever established in

that township.
I was informed that a sturgeon weighing ninety pounds had been

taken as high up as the forks of the Kalamazoo river at Albion, and in

the spring of 1836 I spent several days on the river, hoping to capture
one, but the dam at Albion had stopped their migration above that

place; the right which the sturgeon had enjoj^ed to navigate the Kala-
mazoo from time immemorial, was suddenly taken away by the Allegan
dam.

In the summer of 1835 I saw William B. Hill at Barney's tavern
with his rifle shoot at a wild deer standing on the opposite bank of the
Kalamazoo river ; fortunately for the deer, the shot did not take effect.

At that time deer were as plenty inside as outside of the present city

limits. In the summer of 1836 the grounds now occupied by the Advent
College and Health Reform Institute was one great strawberry bed, and
often did the writer of this go out of his way to enjoy his solitary straw-

berry festival.

In the spring the Indians would set fire to the dry leaves, which would
spread over vast tracts of country, when everything on the earth's surface

that would burn would be consumed, leaving only the large timber
standing. Afterwards, when the warm summer weather came, the surface

of the ground everwhere would be clothed with beautiful green, inter-

spersed with varied colored wild flowers. Michigan never appeared so

beautiful as in the early days. Every one who came here, when the
country was new, could give some incidents worthy of record.

Professional and learned men ought to be the conservators of history,

and our doctors and lawyers could furnish a great many facts connected
with the early experiences that would be of great interest to Battle Creek,

and I make this statement for the purpose of saving from oblivion the

fact that medical as well as legal men came here with the early settlers.

CONVISS

Held its first township meeting at the house of James Lane, April 3d
1837, and elected Elisha Brace, supervisor ; Thomas S. Vangenson, town
clerk ; Ashael Hawkins, Ira H. Ellsworth, assessors ; Elisha Brace,
Ashael Hawkins, S. D. Barden, justices of the peace; Levi Rowley, con-
stable and collector. Resolved to pay $5 bounty for each scalp of a wolf,

killed in the town this year. Five school districts were organized. There
is in town one postoffice, one tavern, two saw-mills, one church edifice,

one organized church.
The Peninsular Railroad crosses the northwest corner of the town.

Surface rolling, in some locations rather hilly. Chief productions wheat,
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pork, wool and fruit. Marshall is the market town. Pioneers are Ashael
Hawkins, Elisha Brace, James Lane, John King, Joseph Bentley. All
these persons, except Elisha Brace, are now highly respected residents of
the county, and all in easy circumstances. There is no record of lands
entered in this town in 1830-1-2.

Ashael Hawkins and family were residents of the town before its

organization, and were, in virtue of their intelHgence and thrift, a lead-
ing, family. For 30 years or more Mr. Hawkins held important town
offices. He was postmaster until the office was removed. A daughter
and son of Mr. Hawkins are supposed to be the first white children born
in the town. One of the sons, who was a lawyer by profession and prac-
tice, died some years since in Iowa. Mr. Hawkins resides upon the old
homestead.

James Walkinshaw, a shrewd and money-making Scotchman, is at
the present time a power in Conviss. He has been the supervisor for
many years, and is a man of the people. Their interests can never suffer
from any oversight or misjudgment of his. He is equal to any emer-
gency likely to come before the board of supervisors. He has just been
elected a representative in the legislature from his district.

The town was named after Gen. Ezra Conviss, who was in the legisla-

ture and introduced the bill for its organization, but died before the act
was passed.

PINCKNEY, NOW CLAEENCE,

Was organized in 1839, and elected the following persons, to wit : An-
drew Bell, supervisor ; Cook Tyler, town clerk ; A. M. Green, treasurer

;

W. B. Noble, C. W. Clapp, Samuel Sellers, A. P. Bell, justices of the peace ;

O. S. Bell, collector ; W. B. Noble, C. W. Clapp, Norris Barnes, school
inspectors.

At the general election held in this town in November, 1839, Elon
Farnsworth and William Woodbridge received each 15 votes for gov-
ernor. Thomas Fitzgerald and J. Wright Gordon received each 15 votes
for lieutenant governor. John Ball received 16 votes for senator, and P.
Bridge 14 votes for the same. Andrew L. Hays and Harris C. Goodrich
received each 15 votes for representative. Jonathan Hart and Henry
Cook received each 15 votes for representatives. No political party seems
to have led at this election. Whole number of votes cast, 30. At the
next general election held in November, 1840, 46 votes were cast for
presidential electors, designated Whig 26, Democratic 16.

The town re-elected the officers of the preceding year at its next town
meeting. As a matter of history, indeed natural history, I transcribe
literally the following entry from the town record :

" Received fifteen

dollars, it Being the Avails of the Sail of a Pony taken up as a stray by
A. I. Swain which was sold on the 17 Day of Dec. 1840."

The first town meeting of the township of Clarence was held April
5th, 1841. The town is broken, abounds in lakes and marshes, but is

nevertheless healthy and productive. The timber is principally oak of
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a good quality. Beach and maple is found in the north part of the town.
The products are wheat, pork, wool and apples, which are sold at Albion
and a near station on the railroad in Springport, Jackson count3^ Mrs.
A. M. Green was the first white woman who crossed Rice creek in this

town. Indians, game and fish were abundant. The patriotic citizens

celebrated the Fourth of July, 1838, at the south end of Duck lake—the
whole number of men, women and children just a dozen souls. The dec-

laration of independence was read by C. W. Clapp. Cook Tyler, Esq.,.

read an interesting " Essay on the future development of the surround-
ing country."

The statistics of the town were as follows: One doctor, one resident

minister, one town-house, eight district schools ; value of school-houses,

$10,000; one saw-mill, three organized churches.

Duck lake is a large, beautiful sheet of water, and abounds in fine

fish. The late Jesse Crowell, of Albion, built and operated a steam saw-
mill near the north border of this lake, around which clustered a few
residences and shops. From this saw-mill great quantities of lumber-
were sent to all the surrounding country, rendering the mill and Duck
lake famous. Rice creek rises in Springport, Jackson county, runs
through the towns of Clarence, Sheridan, Marengo and Marshall, and
empties into the Kalamazoo river in the city of Marshall. It affords a
moderate amount of water power. It traverses quite a number of small
lakes, but does not lose its identity.

Battle Creek is the outlet of Duck lake, which emerges from the north
end, in section number nine, soon passing into Eaton county, and enters

this county in the town of Conviss, thence through Pennfield and across

the northwest corner of Emmett, and finally empties into the Kalamazoo
river in the city of Battle Creek. This is a large stream and affords an
abundant water power. The Indian name of this stream was Wapokisko,
the River of Blood. A not well authenticated legend is, that Battle Creek
derived its name from the supposed fact that a bloody fight occurred on
its banks between the Indians and a party of engineers.

The following named persons were pioneers in the town of Clarence,,

viz : Theoran Hamilton, A. M. Green, B. R. Gillet, Y. M. Hatch, An-
drew Bell, J. R. Palmer, Cook Tyler, Norris Barns, C. W. Clapp, etc.

CLARENDON

Was organized in 1838. For four years prior thereto it constituted aa
important part of the township of Homer. The following persons located

lands in this town, as follows

:

March 5th, 1832, John Kennady, 146.65 acres.

April 2d, 1832, Anthony Doolittle, 160 acres.

May 17th, 1832, Barnes Kennady, 160 acres.

June 21st, 1832, T. J. Rosoman, 67.25 acres.

July, 1832, Enos and Keep, 160 acres each.

The fertile lands of this town attracted the attention of farmers on the

look out for homesteads, and the most desirable selections were made
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within five years from the organization of the town, and made by men
who settled upon the lands they bought, and which, to a great extent, is

now owned by themselves or their descendants. The eccentric Bartletts

came in 1834, and brought with them a threshing machine which was a
great convenience to the few farmers who had any grain to thresh. They
also erected a saw-mill. One of the Bartlett brothers had received a good
education, and was a reading man, and while he was very far from being
below par mentally, he was quite deficient in good common sense. The
Blashfields, who came in 1835, were of that large and always respectable

class of men who thrive and make themselves highly respected, because
they have good common sense, and don't make fools of themselves by the
vain attempt to pass themselves off for what they are not, either by
nature or education. The Keeps, Enos, Plurmstons, Kennady and Keith,
were all of this type of noble men. The Michigan Air Line Railroad
passes through the center of the town. At Clarendon Center there is a

postoffice, a store and a few shops. The large and varied productions of

this town are marketed chiefly at Homer. The timber is of a better

quality and kind than is found in the adjoining towns, and is manufac-
tured into lumber at their own mills. The class of farm buildings attests

the taste and ability of the farmers. Religion and education, fostered at

the beginning, is now established upon an imperishable basis. In several

places along the St. Joseph River are marked evidences of Indian occu-

pancy.

ECKFOKD.

The early records of the town of Eckford are lost, i. e., the record of

town elections, but from the books of the highway commissioner, which
are extant, all important matters connected with the settlement of the
town can be ascertained.

Oshea Wilder entered eighty acres of land in this town in 1831. In
1832 Oshea Wilder, E. S. Rogers, Chas. K. Palmer and others entered

1,705 acres. The land is rolling, in many places stony, but generally
productive. Its chief products are wheat, wool and pork. Marshall is

the principal market town. There are three organized churches, three

church edifices, one town house, one settled minister, one saw-mill,

school-houses, no graded school. The number of school houses, the

value thereof, and the number of children between five and twenty years

of age, though quite desirable, were not ascertained.

Names of pioneers—Oshea Wilder, Chas. Olin, Joel B. Marsh, Thos.

J. Walker, Eli T. Chase, Elijah Cook, Jr., Joseph Otis, Joseph I. Ehle,

Daniel Dunnakin.
Oshea Wilder settled in the town of Eckford in 1831, and continued

his residence until the time of his death, which occurred in January,
1846. He was a man of refinement and more than ordinary culture. In
his early life he worked at blacksmithing, a trade he had learned of his

father in his New England home. The avails of his first labor were ex-

pended in the purchase of books and in the payment of school bills.

Being a man of industry, economy and business shrewdness, he accumu-
15
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lated money. In 1821 he went to England and embarked in business in

the city of London, which proved a success. His passport, which now
lies before me, was vised in France and England, but it is not known
that he engaged in business in the former country. Soon after his settle-

ment in this state, he wrote a series of articles for the Detroit Journal and
Michigan Advocate, giving graphic descriptions of the beauty and fer-

tility of the country, and predicting its early, and now realized greatness.

In 1833, through the same papers, he called public attention to the feasi-

bility of the construction of a railroad through the central portions of

the state, commencing at Detroit and terminating at the mouth of St.

Joseph river. Upon the receipt of the first article, it was editorially

complimented and endorsed, and the editor suggested calling " a general

meeting of the citizens of the county at an early day, with the view of

considering the expediency of memorializing congress on the subject, and
soliciting the War Department to direct a survey of the route and an
estimate of the expense." The Detroit Courier introduces the railroad

letter of Mr. Wilder in these words: "The attention of the citizens of

Michigan has been strongly invited to an immediate consideration of the

important subject, and in view of which, and of the great interests con-

nected with it, we are at a loss to account for the singular lethargy which
prevails among our merchants who are, in every other commendable en-

terprise, not wanting in energy and perseverance." The whole article of

Mr. Wilder is every way worthy of the man and the subject, but a single

extract will suffice for the object had in view in this paper: " If a rail-

road was constructed leading from Detroit to the mouth of the St. Joseph

river, running through the fertile counties of Wayne, Washtenaw, Jack-

son, Calhoun, Kalamazoo, Van Buren and Berrien, a distance of about

175 miles, it would pass through the very pith and marrow of the terri-

tory with rich counties lying north and south of this line, to which
branches would naturally extend. What, think you, would be the result

of such an artery through the territory ? I hesitate not to say the result

would be beyond the present calculations of any man unacquainted with

the natural resources of the interior. The region through which the road

would pass is not like the heavy timbered land of western New York,

where it wears out one generation of men in subduing the forest. On the

contrary, almost every farm is ready for fencing and tillage—it invites

the plow at once, and the justly celebrated Genesee Valley must yield

the palm to this region as a wheat producing country both in quantity

and quality." This prophecy, made forty-five years ago, has been literally

fulfilled, and the apathy complained of among the merchants of Detroit

in reference to the building of this great central thoroughfare, exists at

the present time among capitalists in reference to the building of tributary

or side branches. This far-seeing statesman did not live to see the results

of the improvements he w^as among the first (if not the first) to suggest

and urge. The system of internal improvements which has developed

the rich resources of our state to an unprecedented extent, is mainly

attributable to Oshea Wilder for its early inception and advocacy. Beyond
holding some unimportant town office the writer is not aware that Mr.

Wilder ever held or ever desired political preferment. He knows that
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upon being solicited by certain political busybodies to be the candidate

of the anti-masonic party for side judge, he replied, " The prosperity of

the country requires harmony, and not discord—the selection of men
qualified for the several offices, and not selected by party spirit." These
wise words fitly illustrate his noble character. He was a frequent con-

tributor to the press, but never in the role of politics. Under the un-
healthy stimulus imparted to the monetary affairs of this state by the

passage of the general banking law, Mr. Wilder started a bank at Singa-

pore which, after a brief existence, failed. He had a large tract of land
in Eckford which he improved somewhat, but with indifferent success.

Among his books and in the bosom of his loved and loving family, he
met the summons to depart hence, with Christian calmness and hope.

Charles Olin, a very much overestimated man, was an early super-

visor of the town, held several minor offices, was one of our side judges,

and for one term was a representative in the legislature of this state. He
died many years ago.

Copy of receipt signed by Elijah Cook, Jr., supervisor

:

Eckford, April 10th, 1838.

" Received of Chas. Olin, seventeen dollars, the balance of town money
in the superintendent's hands, as appears by book—fifteen dollars on the

Bank of Allegan, two dollars on the Clinton Canal Bank at Pontiac."

EMMETT,

Formerly called Casey, was organized in 1838. Some years previous the

following lands were located, to-wit

:

June 17, 1831, John J. Gurnsey, 404.74 acres; Estes Rich, 160 acres;

Jeremiah Gardner, 160 acres; Michael Spencer, 160 acres; Sylvester

Sibley, 18.67.

July 27, 1831, John V. Henry, 160 acres.

July 25, 1831, Benj. F. Dwiniiell, 322.43 acres.

February 2, 1832, John Bertram, 474.36 acres.

April 10, 1832, Henry L. Dwinnell, 80 acres.

August 6, 1833, Royal Stiles, 259.96 acres.

August 7, 1833, John Harper, 134.09 acres.

June 21, 1834, Robert Wheaton, 149.38 acres.

The purchasers of land in 1833, were Asa and Moses Lowell, Harper,

Stiles, Henry, Calkins, Woodward and Warren.
The lands on section six and seven of this town, constitute an im-

portant part of the city of Battle Creek. The freight and passenger

depot of the Michigan Central Railroad, in the city of Battle Creek, is

on section seven of this town. Many of the finest residences of the city

are upon the sections before named. The land is elevated and affords a

charming prospect. The Dwinnell farm (now owned by Henning), on
section twenty-three, was once the site of an Indian village and burying
grounds. The mounds and graves were very distinct in 1831. Some of

the graves were surrounded with poles and surmounted with rude crosses.
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The Peninsular Railroad crosses the M. C. R. R. on section seven, in this

town. On section twenty-three there is a post-office and a small freight

and passenger depot, called a side station, of the M. C. E. R. The Kala-
mazoo river enters the town at Ceresco, and passing out at the city of

Battle Creek, dividing the town into two nearly equal divisions. Dickin-
son creek, a small stream, affords power for a saw and cider mill, near
its junction with the Kalamazoo river on section twenty-two. The butter

and cheese factory erected by Chas. H. White has been idle for the past

two years. A part of the village of Ceresco is in this town, being the
only village in it, save the quite small village of Verona. The land is

rolling, and the soil ver}-- productive. All things considered, the writer

thinks the township of Emmett the most attractive town in the county,

her pioneer settlers were men of means, enterprise and good judgment,
and their early industries developed all these traits of character, without
a single exception.

John Harper came from Batavia, N. Y., and settled in this town
upon a large tract of land, in 1833, which his abundant means enabled
him to improve, at once, on a large scale. He broke up over one hundred
acres in 1833-4. He had eight children, some of whom were old enough
to give him some assistance, at that time. This large family were stowed
away in a small log house, w^hich was erected on section twenty-two. At
the time of Mr. Harper's death, which occurred over thirty years ago,

he had put under cultivation 200 acres of the beautiful land now o.wned

by Messrs. Henning and Hough. Mrs. John Hough is the only descend-
ant of the family, now living on the paternal domain. The M. C. R. R.
crosses this farm, and the writer well remembers the great reluctance of

Mr. Harper to convey the right of way.
Benjamin F. Dwinnell was the first justice of the peace, and in that

capacity performed the marriage ceremony mentioned in the history of

Athens. He was a genial man ; had a fine farm, a happy home, and
enjoyed the friendship and confidence of his neighbors, and yet, alas, in

a fit of unaccountable depression, he committed suicide. His widow is

now the wife of Kenyon Johnson, Esq., of the town of Marshall.

The present men of mark in this town are in part as follows : John
Hough, the Messrs. Newbrees, Loomis Hutchinson, Jeremiah Brown,
Messrs. Chilson, Spaulding, Moore, etc. Few towns, either in its pioneer
or present inhabitants, has been so fortunate as Emmett, in the acqui-

sition of industrious, moral and intelligent citizens. The private resi-

dences and their beautiful surroundings are indicative of all this.

frp:donia

Held its first township meeting at the house of Ebby Hyde, April 2d,

1838. John Houston was the moderator, and James Winters and A. H.
Blakely clerks. The election resulted as follows: Solomon Platner,

supervisor ; James Winters, town clerk
; Putnam Root, collector. At this

first meeting, one hundred dollars was raised for schools, and fifty dollars

for the relief of the poor. This particular fifty dollars was deposited for
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safe keeping, against the time of need, in Calhoun County Bank, which
long since became itself a pauper. At a special town meeting held Jan-
uary 7th, 1839, Ebby Hyde was elected supervisor. At the second annual
election, John Houston was elected supervisor; Putnam Root, town clerk;

David Aldrich, town treasurer. At the third annual town meeting, John
B. Fredenburg was elected supervisor. By general agreement, the office

of supervisor alternated between Messrs. Houston and Fredenburg, irre-

spective of politics. The early office-holders in this town were men of

uncommon capacity and fitness.

May 14, 1832, lands were entered in this town by Dan'l Sykes, Thos.
Burland and Rob't Williamson.

October 26, 1832, Asa B. Cook bought 75 acres.

1833, John Houston, Alfred G. Smith, David Aldrich, and many other
well known citizens, bought a large amount of land, and a portion of

them ultimately became the largest and best farmers in the town.
The corn lands of the Indians, whose home was between South Fish

and Pine lake, were distinctly visible in 1836, and the finding of Indian
curiosities, so-called, was by no means uncommon. The first school

-

house, built of logs, w^as in the neighborhood of David Aldrich, and the
first teacher was Miss Janette Baldwin. John Houston, Esq., now a
prominent citizen of Fredonia, then a stripling, was Miss Baldwin's
esquire in reaching her home on Palmer's plains, at the close of her
school on each Saturday. These journeys were on horse-back, and the

route traveled an old Indian trail. By way of dispensing with the
attendance of John upon these occasions, calico rags were attached to the

brush at convenient distances on either side of the path. This circuitous

road led over, or rather, through some miserable marshes. The south
part of the town is hilly, and abounds in small lakes and marshes.
Palmer's plains, on section twenty-four, and the plains on the west part

of section twenty-three, are not excelled in beauty or fertility by any
lands in the county. The balance of the town is rolling and productive.

Lyon, Cedar, and so much of Brace lakes as lie in this town, are beauti-

ful sheets of water, and abound in fish. In some of them the fish com-
missioner has deposited white fish, and I think, trout and shad.

There is no tavern or other drinking place in town, and but few to

patronise them if (unfortunately) they were here ; but four churches,

with their heaven-pointing spires, adorn the landscape. Good school

buildings and numerous good schools attest the importance attached to

education and refined manners. The town has erected an inexpensive
but commodious town-house. The chief products are wheat, wool, cattle

and fruits, and the principal market is Marshall. There is no post-office

in town. The Cold water, Marshall and Mackinaw R. R. going through
the centre of the town, is now ready for the iron, which will be laid in

1877. In the Lion lake region are fine flocks of merino sheep, and
directly north of Long lake Mr. Hyde has a herd of Durham cattle, and
adjoining Marshall, on the Coldwater road, Mr. H. H. Comstock has a

fine Hambletonian stallion.

Ebby Hyde, who, it will have been seen, was an early settler in Fre-
donia, and who was the peer of such men as Houston, Fredenburg,
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Aldrich, Blue, Briggs and Platner, died years ago in a ripe old age, upon
the farm which he entered. He is better known at this period as the
father of Professor Hyde, of New York, and of A. 0. Hyde, of Marshall,
and of E. V. B. Hyde, of Fredonia. The writer remembers him as a ven-
erable man, possessing strong and correct views of men and measures,
and ready at all times to express his honest convictions upon any topic
of conversation which might be introduced. He was a good thinker, a
good talker, and in every sense of the word a good man.

John Houston, another useful pioneer, was a younger man than Mr.
Hyde, and consequently more active. He was a good farmer, and made
that his sole business. A year or two after locating in this town, I think,
a brother came to see him. He enquired at Marshall if such a man as
John Houston lived near there. Some thought not, but some knew that
a man of that name lived some three miles south. The only road worthy
of the name leading south was the road to Homer. The brother went
out about three miles and inquired for John Houston, and found that he
was too far east, and he was again started on another road leading in a
westerly direction. He followed that until he was utterly exhausted, and
found no one who knew his brother for some time, but finally met a man
with an ox-team, who knew him and his place of residence. He hired
the man to take him aboard his craft and deposit him at his brother's. I

have two objects in view in repeating this anecdote, one is, in illustration

of the fact, that in the formation period of our history, people have only
time to attend to their own business, and second, to give an idea of the
complete isolation of men or families in a wilderness without roads. Mr.
Houston had a commanding presence, was energetic and decided, and
reared a large and interesting family, who now take rank as men and
women of high standing. The writer had the unhappiness to see Mr.
Houston expire, in a conjestive chill.

John B. Fredenburg settled upon his farm, upon Lyon lake, in 1836.
His strong common sense and positive manners made him at once a
prominent man in the new settlement. He came from Albany, and
brought with him letters from the Albany junto, and it was at once
inferred that he was a politician of the democratic stripe, an imputation
wliich was a matter of pride and boasting with him. In early life he
was a surveyor, and hence, was particularly useful in laying out roads,

hunting lands, and settling any disputes that arose about the lines of

farms. He filled, with great credit, every office of the town for many
years, and, indeed, until the infirmities of advanced age were upon him.
He owned one of the most beautifully located farms in this town or

county, which, since his death, has passed out of the family. I trust it

will be many years before another name than the Freedburg farm will

attach to it.

David Aldrich is now living in the city of Marshall.
Putnam Roab is still a resident of Fredonia. Both are conspicuous

for their moral and social virtues.
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HOMEK.

The writer opened his eyes upon Homer one beautiful morning in

October, 1836, and he thought then, as he thinks now. that there are but
few places in Michigan that can equal it in beauty or excel it in the pro-

ductiveness of its soil. In proof of my estimate of the place at the time
I have mentioned, let me say that I called upon Henry Cook, deceased,

and endeavored to buy his beautiful prairie farm. But as I could not
make up my mind to give the price asked, viz : ^50 per acre, I passed on.

This particular farm, and indeed the entire Homer plain, is under the
highest improvement and would readily command almost double the
amount named to me by Mr. Cook. Elegant residences, churches and
school-houses are proofs of the refinement and intelligence of the people.

Homer held its first township meeting at the house of Milton Barney,
first Monday of April, 1834 ; Henry Cook, moderator, Oshea Wilder,
clerk. Elected Stephen S. Powers, supervisor ; Chauncy C. Lewis, town
clerk.

At the second township meeting elected Oshea Wilder, supervisor

;

James M. Parsons, town clerk.

At an election for delegates to state convention, held in this town
April 4th, 1836, the following persons were voted for: Oshea Wilder re-

ceived 66 votes ; James P. Greeves received 61 votes ; Isaac E. Crary re-

ceived 58 votes ; Ezra Conviss received 56 votes.

At the general election in October, 1836, Stevens T. Mason
received for governor 58 votes.

Edward Mundy for lieutenant governor received - - 59 votes.

Isaac E. Crary for congress received 59 votes.

John S. Barry for senator received 59 votes.

Calvin Britton for senator received 54 votes.

Horace H. Comstock for senator received - - - - 54 votes.

Ezra Conviss for assembly received - - - - - 56 votes.

For the adoption of the constitution, 56 yeas, 1 nay.
Augustus Canfield made the first entry of land in town, viz: August

1st, 1831, 80 acres; 880.41 acres were entered in 1832 by Milton Barney,
Henry McMurtin, Wm. W^interstan, John Burt, Arba Lambson, H. Lake
and Barlow Lewis; 1833 Abram Letts purchased 360 acres, and John
Burt bought 320 acres.

Hiram Smith arrived in this town in 1837 with a stock of merchan-
dise, which was the stock in trade of the firm of Smith & Lewis. The firm

existed and did a successful business for many years. The firm were also

engaged in milling. Mr. Smith w^as a man of intelligence, and of fixed

and determined principles. Politically he was radical in his views and
dogmatic in their defense. With political trimmers he had no patience

and gave no quarter. He had served the town faithfully in the discharge

of the duties of most of its offices, been the postmaster, and had repre-

sented his district in 1841-2 in the legislature. He died May 4th, 1874.

Arba Lewis was born in Derby, Conn., 1799. The family, while Arba
was a youth, moved into Cayuga county, thence into Wayne county,

N. Y. In the latter county Mr. Lewis married and embarked in mer-
cliandis'e. In 1837 he came to Homer and embarked in business with
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Mr. Hiram Smith, with whom he sold goods and built mills, etc. Mr.
Lewis is a refined and cultivated Christian gentleman. In his old age
he is very feeble and decrepit, but enjoys meeting with old friends and
talking over with them the stirring times and incidents of their early

settlement in the town. The first Sunday-school organized in Homer
held their meetings over the store of Smith & Lewis. Both of these gen-

tlemen entered into this enterprise with zeal and perseverance. Mr.
Smith was especially useful in conducting the singing.

The Sunday-school has always been a fixed institution in Homer,
and upon the completion of the Presbyterian session house was removed
from the store-loft to the more spacious and comfortable quarters afforded

in the session house, which was the first church edifice erected in the

town. Ashael Finch, Jr., was the first superintendent of the Presbyte-

rian Sabbath-school.

Milton Barney, who had made large purchases of real estate, now
embraced in the village of Homer, moved into the town September, 1832.

He brought with him millwrights and mill machinery, and immediately
set about the erection of a saw-mill. He very soon platted a village and
brought lots into the market. Mr. Barney lived some two years in a log

house, which was also open to the traveling emigrant, many of whom
are yet alive and bear testimony to the hearty cordiality with which the}''

were entertained by both landlord and landlady. In 1833 Mr. Bar-

ney brought on a stock of goods, which he offered for sale in a small

frame building, which was the first frame building in town. A large

stone building and the Homer hotel were erected after a year or two and
occupied by Mr. Barney. Elisha Thompson was clerk for Mr. Barney,
ultimately married his daughter and succeeded him in business. The
Homer mills were built by a company in 1837, of which Mr. Barney was
a member. He was a justice of the peace, president of the Bank of

Homer, and a man of all work. By nature he was a genial man, but
the wear and tear of multifarious business, which was not always
prosperous, made him sometimes morose and irascible. With an im-

paired fortune, and under some domestic afflictions, he went to Califor-

nia, where he died some years ago.

Among the leading men of Homer not mentioned above were Andrew
Dorsey and sons, James M. Parsons, Drs. Blair, Nims and Parks, Ashael
Finch, Jr., N. D. Skeels, Letts, Weatherwax, Hopkins, Powers, Gibbs,

and many others. In fact, for intelligence, enterprise and moral worth
the early settlers of this town were deserviugly conspicuous. At the

present the village of Homer is a growing business centre, and promises

in the near future to become a large and flourishing town. It now has

in town and village, (mainly in the latter), seven doctors, one lawyer,

four resident clergymen, four organized churches, three church edifices,

one railroad depot and freight house, two banking houses, one printing

office, one weekly newspaper, one iron foundr}^, one graded school, eight

school-houses and districts. Value of school-houses, $14,500. Number
of scholars as per last report, 521.

The town is well supplied with stores and mechanic shops, and a



Annual Meeting of 1877. 233

thriving business is done. The general surface is rolling and soil pro-

ductive. Chief products wheat, corn, pork, wool and fruit. Market at

Homer village.

I.EROY

Was organized in 1838, and at a town meeting, held April 2d, 1839, D.
N. Bushnell was elected supervisor; J. C. Mulhollen, town clerk; Joshua
Robbinson, treasurer; Pollodore Hudson, H. M. Burdic, Silas Kelsey, T.

B. Barnum, justices of the peace ; Pollodore Hudson, D. N. Bushnell, C.

L. Newkirk, school inspectors.

The only lands entered in this town in 1832-3 were as follows:

August 15th, 1832, Wm. A. Bishop, on section 6, 88 acres.

April 17th, 1833, Wm. A. Bishop, on section 6, 79 acres.

Education, religion, and especially anti-slavery had a coeval existence

with the town ; indeed, they may be said to be indigenous. There are at

the present time two Methodist churches and one Congregational church

—

the latter was the first organized. There are two settled ministers, one
steam saw-mill, one dry-goods store, three grocery stores. Value of

school-houses, ^4,300. LeRoy Fish was the first white male child born
in the town.

The chief products are wheat, pork and wood, mainly marketed at

Battle Creek. There is a great diversity of soil, from very good to very
poor. The burr oak plains here, as elsewhere, are very handsome and
very productive. The pioneers are Bishop, Bushnell, Kelsey, Hudson,
Baker, Taylor, Fish, etc.

Fine residences are by no means uncommon, and the general aspect

of things would impress a stranger, as it did the writer, that general thrift

prevails.

LEE

Held its first township meeting April 6th, 1840, and elected John Weaver,
supervisor; Frederick Garfield, town clerk; Jesse Ackley, treasurer; Ben-
jamin Thomas, collector. Whole number of votes polled, twelve. No
public lands entered in this town prior to 1834. One town house (at Lee
Center), five organized churches, no church edifice, no mills, one doctor,

no lawyer, one clergyman, one running stream, many lakes—Pardu and
Lake of the Woods abound in fish.

It is the poorest township of land in the county, and yet there are

many fine farms, and many men have made themselves well off by farm-
ing. The timber is oak, black walnut, whitewood, beech, maple and
cherry. On section twelve J. R. Partello built a saw-mill some years

ago that did a large amount of business, and around it clustered several

houses, one store, one tavern, a postoffice, and the usual number of me-
chanics' shops. The settlement now boasts of a cider-mill, a postoflBce

and a very small store. The mill and tavern, which were the life of the

place, have ceased to be.
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There are ei^ht school districts and eight school-houses. Value of the
school-houses, $3,850. Children in attendance upon school last year, 348.

The chief marketable commodities are wheat, wool, pork, wood and
hay. Marshall is the market town. The land is rolling, where not
swampy. The first white child born iti the town was Eliza J. Thomas.
The town is a healthy one, notwithstanding the large number of marshes.
The pioneers are Messrs. Wood, Thomas, Garfield, Hadden, Stanley,

Miller, Hanchett, Carrier, etc.

Nicholas Stanley was killed by the caving in of a well. Amos Had-
den still lives upon his farm. The two last named persons settled on
section 36 in 1835.

Sidney S. Alcott, of Marshall, erected a sawmill on a small stream on
section seven, which supplied Marshall with most of its whitewood lum-
ber for years. It has rotted down, and the whitewood having been mostly
used up, the mill has not been rebuilt. The Coldwater, Marshall and
Mackinaw Railroad passes through the western sections of the town, and
will undoubtedly have a station in section six.

Among the notable men of the town at the present time are Messrs.

Wood, Weaver, Waggoner, Walker, Thomas, Carpenter, etc.

MARSHALL.

Land entries in Marshall as follows

:

October 15, 1830, Noble McKinstry, west half southeast quarter sec-

tion twenty-five, 67 acres.

June, 1831, large purchases by Geo. Ketchum, H. H. Comstock, I. N.
Hurd, Lucius Lyon, etc.

July, 1831, Joseph Beach,
August, 1831, Geo Ketchum, Thos. Bendure.
September, 1831, Geo. Ketchum, Sidne}'- Ketchum, John Bertram,

Thos. J. Wheeler, etc. .

November, 1831, largely by John Bertram.
It is a noticeable fact that the purchasers of land in this town and

in its immediate neighborhood, were men avIio had their eye to the main
chance ; in other words, they bought expecting a large adva'nce in a very
short time, from the price paid, and, as buying and selling was the order

of the day, this advance price was very generally obtained. Men bought
and sold in those crazy times often without seeing the property in which
they bartered. From the loose and hasty transfer of property, one would
naturally look for defective titles, but I am not aware of any important
break in the chain of title, and know of no litigation growing out of

any defect.

This town derived no small amount of prospective importance from
the fact that a college was incorporated, and its sanguine friends had no
doubt of its early erection. The incipient steps were taken ; a beautiful

tract of land was purchased, a primary building erected, and for a short

time occupied for school purposes. The Rev. Dr. John P. Cleveland was
elected president of the college; was upon the ground devoted to the
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enterprise, and deserved success. An institution for the higher education
of females, incorporated about the same time, erected a building, called

the Female Seminary, which was occupied some two or three years, and
then, with the college, utterly failed and went out of being. Neither of
them came to this end because there was a want of appreciation of their

advantages, for their existence at all proves the contrary, but because
they were prematurely started.

At all elections and other important meetings, the entire male popu-
lation were out, and took a lively interest in everything in which the
business or reputation of Marshall was involved. In consequence of

the sparseness of the population in 1831-2-3, many of the prominent
citizens held several town offices at the same time. Fitness for the place
rather than political availability was the sole consideration. Among this

number was the Hon. Isaac E. Crary, whose promotion from the offices

of commissioner of highways, inspector of common schools, and justice

of the peace, to that of delegate in congress from the territory of Mich-
igan, was rapid and eminently deserved. Mr. Crary was a ripe scholar,

a sound lawyer, and a good and enterprising citizen. He identified him-
self at an early period with the religious and educational interests of the
rising town, which was ever ready to do him honor. As a co-worker
with the Rev. John D. Pierce in the establishment of our common school
system upon its present admirable basis, he is entitled to very great
honor. As a delegate, and subsequently a member of congress, and in
political sympathy with the party in power, he was enabled to secure
princely appropriations of the jDublic lands for the benefit of our common
schools and of the university. He never attempted the cheap and silly

eloquence of the wordy orator, but relied entirely upon the presentation

of his own convictions in a plain and simple manner. That a man of

his discernment and characteristics should have been a useful and pop-
ular citizen need not excite any surprise. He was a member of the con-

vention to form, and subsequently to revise, the constitution of the state.

In these bodies he was constant in his attendance, untiring and consci-

entious in the discharge of his duties, and his course was universally

approved by his constituency and the general public. At the time of

his death, which occurred May 5th, 1854, he was in the zenith of his

honor and usefulness.

The first persons of prominence who penetrated the wilderness, domi-
ciled among the Indians, and who braved the dangers and toils of a

frontier life to establish for themselves and families a home at the con-

fluence of Rice Creek and the Kalamazoo River, were Sidney and George
Ketchum. Sidney Ketchum came in the autumn of 1830, bought up the
" floating claims" of some persons equally enterprising, and then returned
to Peru, New York, his former residence. He returned with his family
the following summer, and entered at once upon those speculations and
improvements which gave him great celebrity throughout the state. He
had a commanding presence, an air of confidence and honesty, and a
ready command of most convincing language. The monuments of his

enterprise are in part destroyed. The Methodist church and the stone

mill have been burned, but his dwelling house, now the residence of
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<^harles T. Dibble, Esq., remains, surrounded by the beautiful oaks which
"were once his especial delight. The Marshall House, which was at one
time the largest and finest hotel in the state, out of the city of Detroit,

was built b}'' Mr. Ketchum. The daily line of stages which " changed "

at this house, and which gave so much life to its surroundings, was another
enterprise mainly due to him. The Bank of Calhoun county, of which
Mr. Ketchum was president, and which he may be said to have con-
trolled, long since collapsed. The above, and a countless number of other
•enterprises, absorbed the time and means of Mr. Ketchum. About this

time, as the writer is informed, the project of building a railroad from
Marshall to Allegan was so nearly accomplished that coaches were pur-
chased. At any rate, coach cushions for said coaches arrived in Marshall.

Mr. Ketchum's journeys to and from " the east" in negotiating loans were
so frequent and so well understood, that payment of taxes, debts, etc.,

depended (in the phrase of the time) upon Mr. Ketchum's return from
" the east." There is no doubt that in all the financial matters of that

early period, he was the mighty moving power. But loans could no
longer be effected, and those made had to be paid. Theji the crash came,
and Mr. Ketchum, with a thousand others, became hopelessly bankrupt.
He made a manly effort to retrieve his lost fortune by the purchase and
sale of real estate in New York city, but fortune frowned upon him, and
in his decrepitude and age he returned to the theater of his former suc-

cesses to find a resting place for his weary and worn out body. He had
not long to wait. He died September 16th. 1862.

George Ketchum, brother of Sidney, arrived in Marshall in the spring of

1831, bringing with him five or six other persons. Mr. Ketchum was a man
of strong frame, well balanced mind, and accustomed to carrying on a great

diversity of business, and to have the control of men. He immediately
set about the erection of a saw-mill upon Rice Creek, near the south end
of Mr. Perrin's dam. The millwright was Benjamin Wright, assisted by
H. P. Wisner, Ashael Warner and one other person. When the frame
was ready to " raise," the persons named, with the help of a tree which
stood at a convenient distance as a spring pole and a tackle and block,

accomplished the feat. This mill was in operation by September ensu-

ing, and its benefits to the settlers can hardly be estimated. Up to that

time the pioneers were living without floors, and often without doors to their

houses. The houses were covered with bark, shakes, or split logs. This,

too, be it remembered, when the woods swarmed with Indians and wild
beasts, and the entire white population less than ten persons. In about
one year from this time, a grist-mill, which stood just above the saw-mill,

was completed. These mills were the first erected in this county, and
dispensed their favors over an extensive region of country. At the time
the grist-mill was put in operation, a bushel of wheat had not been raised

and threshed in this county. John Bertram had purchased a threshing

machine, which was being run by Joseph Shipp and Robert Williamson
for his account on Climax Prairie. Bertram took wheat for his pay, and
this grain found its way to Ketchum's mill. Wheat was purchased on
Gun Plains also for the same purpose. George Ketchum became inter-

ested in a water power on a large affluent of Grand river, in the county
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of Kent, and made some expensive improvements thereon. But the ven-
ture never paid, not because the works were not valuable, but because
they were in advance of the business of the country. Becoming some-
what embarrassed in his circumstances, Mr. Ketchum went to California

and was engaged in canaling for mining purposes, a business with which
he was familiar, having been a successful contractor on the Baltimore and'

Ohio Railroad before coming to Michigan. If his career had not been
cut short by sickness and death, there is no doubt that he would have-

succeeded to his entire satisfaction. He made some money, a part of

which has been secured to his estimable widow, but the greater part ab-

sorbed by the Shylocks who know that dead men tell no tales. He died

at Sonoma, California, June 29th, 1853.

Sidney S. Alcott filled a conspicuous place among the enterprising

and business men of the town for many years. He also filled some town
and county offices with fidelity and credit. He was a warm and devoted
friend, scrupulously honest, and died some years ago in Boston without
a known enemy.

Col. Charles Dickey is among our oldest and most honored pioneers,

and has been before the public as one of its faithful servants a greater
length of time than any other man in the county. He has filled the
office of sheriff, been a senator from this district, been a United States

marshal, and is at the present time judge of probate. That his discharge

of the various political trusts he lias held has met the approbation of his

constituents is evident from the fact of his re-elections, and often he leads-

the ticket of his party.

Rev. John D. Pierce, now of Ypsilanti, was one of the earliest and
most honored citizens of this county. He came from Oneida county,

N. Y., as a missionary of the Home Missionary Board, and made his

permanent location at Marshall in 1831, and immediately entered upon
his life-work, to wit : preaching the gospel. He immediately identified

himself with the people as their friend, to rejoice with the fortunate and
happy, and to mourn with the bereaved and suffering. Every enter-

prise which had for its object the substantial improvement of the town
met with his hearty approval and co-operation. He was the first super-

intendent of public instruction, as he should have been, for he was the

father of our school system. His lucid and scholarly reports will always
stand as models of learning and deep insight into the topics to which
they relate. The accomplished wife of Mr. Pierce fell a victim to the

cholera, which devastated the little town in 1832, as elsewhere spoken of.

Of the once large family of Mr. Pierce, but two children are now alive.

His son, who held a lieutenant's commission at the time of the Mexican
war, contracted an incurable disease while in the service and died some
twelve months after his return home. Mr. Pierce preached the first ser-

mon in Calhoun county.
Stephen H. Preston is the oldest surviving member of the bar of Cal-

houn county. He is a ripe scholar, a ready and forcible writer, and a

profound thinker. He has been prosecuting attorney of the county, and
was for several years editor of the " Expounder," then I think called the
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Calhoun County Patriot, He has retired from the practice of his legal

profession.

James Wright Gordon came to Marshall in its infancy, was attorney
for the Marshall Village Company, and thus became intimately identified

with all its transactions and with the early growth of the town. As a
lawyer and advocate he at once took a commanding position at the bar
of this county, which he retained without the slightest abatement as long
as he remained in the country. In consequence of a bronchial difficulty

there was a roughness to his voice which would otherwise have been
musical. He had a clear and comprehensive mind, which had been
highly cultivated. He was the peer of the manj^ liberally educated men
among whom he was thrown, at the bar and in general society in Mar-
shall. His legal efforts were marked by great earnestness and a clear

perception of all the salient points in the case and the law bearing upon
the same. He was senator from this district, and was elected lieutenant
governor upon the ticket with Gov. William Woodbridge. At the legis-

lative caucus for the nomination of United States senator Mr. Gordon was
nominated over Gov. Woodbridge, who was also a candidate ; but at the
election the Democrats united with the Woodbridge faction and elected

him United States senator. Mr. Gordon thus became the executive of

the state, and discharged the duties of the office with universal accept-

ance. Soon after the close of his gubernatorial career he received a fed-

eral appointment to one of the South American states. At this time his

lungs had become involved with the bronchial difficulty before named,
and the delusive hope was cherished that a residence in a more genial

clime might stay the further progress of the disease. It was for a time
retarded, but not cured. The fatal ending came, and came in a most
distressing manner. In a fit of convulsive coughing he fell from the
balcony of his hotel and was fatally injured. Under such painful cir-

cumstances the brilliant scholar, lawyer and statesman, the venerated
husband and father, and the accomplished gentleman, died among stran-

gers and in a foreign land.

William H. Brown is the oldest practicing lawyer at the bar of Cal-

houn county. Although he has always been a consistent and outspoken
politician, he has never held or been an aspirant for office. The study
and practice of law has been his highest ambition. In that he has
excelled. Identified as he is, with all the history of Marshall, he is well

and favorably known by all its citizens. He is a gentleman of courteous
bearing, possesses a fine classical and legal education, and occupies, as he
should, a commanding position in society.

Geo. S. Wright came to Marshall in 1835, and is still one of its

honored citizens. He was born and raised to early manhood in the city

of New York. His manners are courtly, and his general bearing that of

an educated and refined gentleman. He has long been cashier of the

First National Bank of Marshall.
Charles D. Smith was the first merchant in Marshall, and although

his prices seemed enormous, or rather, seem so now, he made but little

money. The well-watered whisky which he sold to the Indians paid him
better than two-shilling calico. He long since left the state.
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Edward Bradley, of the law firm of Gibbs & Bradley, was of Irish
extraction, and possessed all the ardor and enthusiasm belonging to the
distinguished sons of the Emerald Isle. He was a good specimen of
nature's nobility ; neglectful of his personal appearance, mingling freely
with the people as one of them. His only pride of character, if he may
be said to have had any, consisted in a quick perception of an insult,

and in the full appreciation of a mean act, by whomsoever committed.
As a lawyer, he stood in the first rank as an advocate, and, as a stump
speaker, he had few, if any, equals. When under the influence of excite-
ment, and moved by the great political principles involved in the contest
of a political campaign, his voice, manner and language awakened an
enthusiasm in the countless multitude, which no one but a Bradley could
excite. His manner and language were his own, the gift of nature rather
than education. Mr. Bradley was elected to congress, and died on his
way to Washington, of consumption, superinduced, I have no doubt, by
his almost superhuman exertions as a stump speaker during the Cass
campaign, so-called. No member of his family are now residents of this

county.

Jabez S. Fitch, though not an early settler, deserves mention in this

connection. He was a merchant, and a man of large means. In politics

and religion he was radical and eccentric, but always sincere and consci-

entious. He was a strong temperance man, giving drinkers, even the
most moderate, *'war to the knife." He would admit of no palliating

circumstances, listen to no explanation or apologies. The tap must be
driven in and cut off, and the drinker humbled to the dust. Moral
suasion upon his temperance principals consisted in instant surrender
and annihilation. Of course, a man of such ultra creed and conduct
had enemies ; but, what did he care for that—was he not persecuted for

righteousness' sake ? His great enterprise in Marshall was the building
of the Presbyterian church, of which he was an active and honored
member. The writer was a witness to the execution of his wilb signed,
I think, but a few hours before he died. Mr. Fitch was held up in bed,
the instrument placed upon the bible, and he signed it and attached his

usual flourish thereto, with all the composure he would have signed a
business letter. He died at his residence, now owned and occupied by
Hon. Chas. T. Gorham. He died August 20th, 1843.

Abner Pratt was a sound lawyer, and an able and incorruptible judge.
He had a native aversion to rudeness and crime; culprits, therefore, were
severely dealt with, sometimes, possibly, unmercifully so. He was prompt,
decisive and bold. As a financier he was loose and extravagant, and
failed to accumulate money. Of his honest and generous impulses no
one doubts.

Charles P. Dibble embarked in mercantile business in Marshall in
1836, which he still continues with great success, under the name of C.

P. Dibble & Son. He is the vice-president of the First National Bank of

Marshall, and during the long absence of Hon. Chas. T. Gorham, has
been its president de facto. Notwithstanding the magnitude of Mr.
Dibble's operations, which receive close and absorbing attention, he
nevertheless devotes much time and care to the interests of his church
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and the public schools of the city. To the latter he has donated $500^
the interest of which is always to be used as premium for superior

scholarship.

Charles T. Gorham sold goods here for a few years, became rich, estab-

lished the first private bank, finally merged his institution into a national

bank, now called " the First National Bank of Marshall," of which he is-

president. Mr. Gorham has held the office of state senator, minister to the

Hague, and is now assistant secretary of the interior. In all positions he
honors himself and the office he fills.

Rev. Randall Hobart was an early and laborious Methodist minister,

who is said to have married more and buried more persons than any
other clergyman in the county up to the time that he left the state for

California.' During the prevalence of the cholera he was nurse, doctoiv

priest and undertaker. Sustained by an abiding trust in God, he went
about his trying duties with calmness, naving encouraging words for all..

The first victim of cholera was Isaac N. Hurd, one of the proprietors of

the village. Mr. Hobart's account of his sickness and death is in these

words: "We visited him in the afternoon, and then, for the first time,

witnessed the effects of that awful scourge. A strong man that we had
seen on the streets the day before, now writhing in the dreadful collapse-

of cholera. He died about sundown. Under the apprehension that con-

tagion might be conveyed if the remains were not immediately interred^.

some men in m}' employ had commenced a coffin before night. It was-

ready shortly after dark. Preparation by digging the grave was begun
about the same time. We met at the house of Mr. Pierce, where he died^.

to place him in his coffin, and convey him to the grave. There were
present Isaac E. Crary, Sands McCamly and three brothers, young men,,

by the name of Thompson, said to be from South Carolina. I am not

quite sure, but believe, that S. S. Alcott and Mr. Pierce were present. We
bore the body to the grave by torchlight—the first ever opened in Mar-
shall." Mr. Hobart was not only a good minister of religion, but of law

also. For many years he was among our very best magistrates. He died

some years ago in California.

Dr. John H. Montgomery is the oldest medical gentleman now en-

gaged in practice in this city, having been thus engaged since 1836. His
great popularity attests his success as a practitioner, and as a courteous,

Christian gentleman.
Thomas W. Wells settled in the township of Marshall in 1838, pur-

chased and cultivated a beautiful tract of land. Although farming was
a new business to Mr. Wells, he having been educated to mercantile

pursuits in the city of New York, he nevertheless was a good farmer.

His own experience and success demonstrates the fact that brains and
education are no set-back to a farmer. Mr. Wells did not follow the

plow, for he had too delicate an organization, but he gave direction and
personal attention to all his farming operations, and was, of course, suc-

cessful. On the 8th of April, 1842, he entered upon the duties of acting

commissioner of internal improvement, and creditably filled its respon-

sible duties for two years. He retired from office at his own request, on
account of impaired health, on the 8th of April, 1844. Some idea of his



Annual Meeting of 1877. 'Ml

responsible and arduous labor may be inferred from a survey of the vari-

ous enterprises pertaining to his office, to wit : The Michigan Central
railroad j. the Michigan Southern, (now called Michigan Southern and
Northern Indiana ;) Clinton and Kalamazoo canal ; improvement of

Grand and Maple rivers ; Northern railroad, or turnpike ; Saginaw canal

;

canal around the rapids of Grand river, at Grand Rapids; Detroit and
Grand river road

;
improvement of Kalamazoo and St. Joseph rivers, etc.

In the conduct of his business, spread out as it was over the entire state,

he handled hundreds of thousands of dollars, or rather land warrants
and state scrip, representing that amount. In his report to the legisla-

ture, December 16th, 1842, he says he has received from the Michigan
Central railroad $11,106.74 in specie and bills of specie paying banks,
which has enabled him to make change, etc. How fortunate that the
cash accumulations from the Central railroad for nine months enabled
the commissioner to make change

!

During the administration of Mr. Wells the Central railroad was
extended from Dexter to Jackson, and the road was nearly completed to

Marshall at the expiration of his term of office. He returned to his

family and farm in April, 1844, from which time he was a patient sufferer

and invalid until the time of his death, which occurred a few months
thereafter. No doubt the labors and exposures incident to his official

duties hastened the sad event. He was a man of high social qualities,

of irreproachable life, and died beloved and regretted. His estimable
widow and one son are now residents of the city of Marshall. He died
February 22d, 1845.

SCHOOLS.

From the report of A. 0. Hyde, Esq., director of the school board of

the city of Marshall for the year 1875, I make the following statement

:

Whole number of school-houses five, of solid brick, in modern architect-

ure and possessing all the modern improvements in seating and light-

ing. These houses can seat 1,200 pupils. The value of these school-

houses and lots is $150,000. Whole number of qualified teachers, 20.

Total wages of teachers, $7,182.69. Total expenses for school purposes,

$23,618.29. Total number of children between the ages of 5 and 20,

1,413. The bonded indebtedness of the city for the erection of school-

houses and school lots, is $40,000.

In addition to the foregoing there are two parochial schools, to wit

:

St. Mary's academy for females, and the common school under the foster-

ing care of St. Mary's church. The investment in the way of buildings
and grounds for these schools is not less than $6,000. The number of

pupils in these schools is 175. A German and Kindergarten school com-
pletes the list of educational facilities in this city.

CHURCHES.

There are ten organized churches and the same number of church
edifices in this city. These church edifices, with the parsonages and
grounds upon which they stand, are valued at about $100,000.

16
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NEWSPAPERS.

Two ably conducted weekly papers are exponents of the principles of

the two political parties of the city and county. The Democratic Ex-
pounder, now edited by Samuel S. Lace}", Esq., issued its first number
(then called the Calhoun County Patriot), December 3d, 1836. The
Statesman, now edited by Morgan Bates, Esq., issued its first number
(then called the Marshall Times), in 1837. Both papers were then Demo-
cratic, or Republican, as the party was then called. The career of tlie

Times was short, and the press was purchased by some gentlemen of

Whig proclivities, and has since been the organ of that party.

WATER WORKS.

The city is justly proud of her artesian wells, numbering twenty-two,
and located in all parts of the city. The supply of water is perfectly

inexhaustible. The steamer makes but little perceptible impression
upon the elevation of water in the wells, though driven to its utmost
capacity for hours. The fire department have one steamer and two hand
engines, and a hook and ladder companj'- with all the usual apparatus.

Gas is furnished to the city by an incoa'porated company'-, and is also

made and used by private parties.

MAEENGO,

From its immediate proximity to Marshall, may be said to have had a
simultaneous growth with it. In 1831, 3,621.45 acres of land were entered
in this town. On the 16th of June of that year, the following persons
entered lands, to wit : Elijah Crane, 135.28 acres ; Seeley Neale, 400 acres

;

Ashael Warner, 80 acres ; Horace P. Wisner, 87.34 acres ; Augustus Dus-
tain, 49.40 acres. The only prior entries were as follows: June 7, 1831,
Solomon M. Allen, 40 acres ; Erastus Kimball, 80 acres.

Nathan Pierce, by his purchase of 843 acres, made him the owner of

the greatest amount of land in this town in this year. Thomas Chisholm
entered this year the lands upon which he now resides.

The following persons purchased lands and became honored residents

of the town this year : Col. John Amsley, Dea. Elijah A. Bigelow, Eras-
tus Kimball, Francis Phillips, Reuben Abbott.

The first town meeting was held at the house of Joseph Ames on the
first Monda}'' of April, 1833, and the election resulted as follows, to wit :

Seeley Neale, supervisor ; Harmon Neale, town clerk ; Alfred Killham,
Reuben Abbott, Seeley Neale, assessors; Joseph Ames, Seeley Neale,

Benj. Wright, commissioners of highways.
" Resolved, that a bounty of $3 be paid for every wolf killed in this

town by any inhabitant thereof the coming year."

At the second township meeting Horace Brace was elected supervisor
and Loren Maynard town clerk. Repealed the wolf bounty this year,

but renewed it in 1836, increasing the bounty to $5 a head or scalp. The
town ceased to ofiFer this bounty in 1839. At the fifth town meeting 91
votes were polled.
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Seeley Neale settled in 1832 upon the lands which he had entered in
this town, where he continued to reside until the close of his life. He
was one of the chain-bearers of the government surveying party which
laid the route of the Territorial Road, and was one of the commissioners
for establishing the same. As the party crossed the Marengo plains, then in
all its virgin beauty and richness, Mr. Neale was so thoroughly enamored
that he lost no time in entering all of these plains that his means enabled
him to do. His judgment in that, as in most other matters, was not at
fault. These lands are to-day the envy of agriculturists, and the admir-
ation of all beholders. Mr. Neale served his town with great acceptance
as supervisor, justice of the peace, and in many minor offices. He was
industrious, temperate and economical—a man of honor and of good
judgment.

Col. Loren Maynard settled in this town in 1833, and soon became
widely and favorably known. For many years he kept a tavern, which,
in those days, was a particularly prominent and necessary institution.

He also carried on farming operations with entire success. He filled

nearly every office in the town, and was post-master and sheriff of the
county. Although this county has been most fortunate in having the
duties of sheriff discharged by many of our first citizens, yet no one has
exceeded Col. Maynard in all the qualities that make up a good and
reliable officer. The writer is reminded just here of a little incident
which shows how determined he was to carry out faithfully, and to its

legal consequences, all his official business. The writer had a young
man in his employ who fell under the suspicion of petty theft, and to

satisfy himself, and to detect the thief, if such he proved to be, some
bank notes were marked and left in a cash drawer, to which this young
man had frequent access. The money was taken. Accompanied by the
sheriff, I went to the young man's boarding house, search was instituted,

and the marked bills found upon his person. The colonel thought it

his duty to take the young jnan to jail. I was reluctant to place him
in so deplorable a condition, as I knew of no other departure from a
virtuous life, and hoped and believed that if allowed to escape punish-
ment then he might reform. Taking him into another room, receiving
his most solemn assurance that he would thoroughl}' reform, if permitted
to escape, I gave him money to carry him back to New York, opened the
door, and he vanished in the darkness. As a palliating circumstance
connected with the legal error I committed, I may say, that though I

have never seen the young man since, I am assured by a credible person
who knows him well, he is a man of unsuspected Christian character.

When I returned alone to the room in which I had left the colonel, I was
so severely censured and threatened by him, that I began to fear that

my leniency might lead to my own incarceration. As a public officer,

he considered himself a minister of the law, and he did not allow his

sympathies to master his judgment or divert him from the path of dut}'.

His honor and his honesty was proverbial among all his acquaintances.
He is supposed to have fallen from his wagon in a fit, and died in the
highway, not far from his own residence.

Milo Soule has long been a most useful man in this town, held most
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of its town offices, and has been honored with county offices, in which he
displayed all the qualities of a mind able to, and intent upon, the faith-

ful discharge of every public duty. His advanced years have made but
little inroad upon his physical energies, and still less upon his mental
constitution. He was also a member of the constitutional convention.

Robert Church, who was a native of Rhode Island, came into Mich-
igan in 183G, and settled upon the farm two miles east of the city of

Marshall, now owned by his son, Byron Church. This farm was purchased
b}^ Robert Charch in a wilderness state, but under his tasteful manipu-
lations it soon became one of the most attractive and home-like places in

the township of Marengo. One of the first steps taken b}'- this enterpris-

ing farmer was to clear off six or eight acres of oak openings, and set

out an apple and peach orchard, which was among the first, if not the

only, orchard of like extent, in the county. He continued during his

lifetime to cultivate good fruit, as the writer has good reason to remember.
In early manhood Mr. Church worked at the making and repairing of

cotton mill machinery, also, tried his hand at merchandising ; but, after

his marriage, became a successful farmer. He was a thinking, reading

man, and had fixed and positive principles. He raised a large family,

all of whom survive him. Mr. Church spared neither pains nor money
in giving them all a good education, and left them, with other legacies,

his own example of honesty, industry and economy.
At the side station of the Central Railroad in this town there is a

post-office, two warehouses, a grist and flouring mill, a saw mill, a store,

shops of various kinds, a church and a tavern.

The head and front of the business and enterprise of the place is John
Evans, an old and very worthy citizen. Mr. Evans is the post-master.

NEWTON

Held its first township meeting at the house of Eleazer Donnelly on the

first Monday of April, 1838, and elected Eleazer Donnell}^ supervisor

;

Stephen Graham, town clerk, and David Merrill, justice of the peace.

Twenty-five dollars was raised for highway, and five dollars for cause-

way purposes, at this meeting.

January 1st, 1833, Granville Beardsley entered 160 acres of land in

this town, being the first lands entered therein.

This town was better timbered than some of the adjoining ones, and
for that reason, possibly, was not settled as rapidly. Immediate returns

were imperatively demanded by many who came into this new country

with only means enough to bring them and locate a quarter section.

Very few came as did Lemuel L. Downs in 1839, with abundant means
to purchase large tracts of land, erect ample buildings, and put under

immediate cultivation an entire quarter section. The same year John
VanVleet arrived with some means which he invested in land, and con-

tinued to add to his broad acres, year after year, until he became the

largest land owner in the town. Both of the above named gentlemen

died many years ago.



Annual Meeting of 1877. 245

The religious and educational interests of the settlers were success-

fully looked after by Prof. Eastman, Deacon Daniel Merrill, Benjamin
Chamberlain, Granville Beardsley, L. L. Downs and others. The result

of this early attention to the improvement of the minds and hearts of

her citizens has made this beautiful and productive town the home of

intelligence and religion.

SHEEIDAN

Held its first township meeting at the house of Reuben Abbott, April 5th

1836, and elected Chandler M. Church, supervisor ; Howell Bidwell, town
clerk and collector. The town offered a wolf bounty of $5.

July 7th, 1831, Reuben Abbott entered 80 acres of land in this town.
November 11th, 1831, Nathan Pierce entered 191.69 acres of land in

this town.
November 6th, 1832, Samuel Camp entered 40 acres of land in this

town.
November 6th, 1832, Marvin Preston entered 40 acres of land in this

town.
June 26th, 1832, Daniel Rossiter entered 96.50 acres of land in this

town.
October 5th, 1832, Darius Perrin and Elisha S. Lee entered 48.52 acres

of land in this town.

Waldo, Church, Clapp and AVilds became large purchasers of land in

1833, and became permanent settlers. In addition to the list of pioneers

the following names must not be omitted, viz : Reuben Abbott, Chandler
M. Church, Howell Bidwell, M. J. Lathrop, Orris Clapp, Almon Herrick,

0. M. Cobb, AV. S. Loomis, David H. Miller and Campbell Waldo.
Chandler M. Church went to California many years ago and died

there. His son now resides upon the old homestead in Sheridan.
Reuben Abbott, when last heard from by the writer, was living at or

near Racine, Wisconsin.
C. M. Cobb is now a resident of the town. He has been frequently its

supervisor, and has been an influential member of the board of super-

visors, and has looked well after the interests of his town.
Dr. Campbell Waldo was an early settler of this town, was an active

business man for years, and a successful practitioner of medicine and
surgery. He had an eminent professional standing in the state of New
York, from whence he emigrated, and at once took rank with the leading
medical men in this county. So long as his age and health permitted he
responded to every call. He was esteemed by the faculty as a discerning

and well read doctor. Books and papers were his constant companions
until he lost his eyesight, which occurred some years before his death.

He raised a large family, to whom he gave good educational and business
advantages. Among the living, the two sons residing at Tekonsha may
be named as worthy sons of a worthy sire.

There are in town two lawyers, two clergymen, one church edifice,

nine school-houses—two of them graded schools. Value of school-houses
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about $31,000. Two railroads pass over some portion of the town ; one
flouring and grist-mill. The chief products of the town are wheat, wool,

pork and fruit, principally marketed at Albion.

TEKONSHA

Held its first township meeting April 13th, 1837, and elected Eli Stone-

supervisor, and John A. Rice town clerk.

The first lands of record are as follows:

May 29th, 1832, Darius Pierce, 320 acres.

In 1833 the entries only amounted to 440 acres.

All extremes of quality of soil and surface are met with in this town,
from beautiful, level plain to broken, stony hills. The lands around the
village of Tekonsha and on either side of the St. Joseph river are pro-

ductive and beautiful, and under high cultivation. This town has a
high grade of farmers, both intellectually and industriously, and will

therefore compare favorably with the tillers of the soil in any other
locality. The village of Tekonsha was platted by Harris C. Goodrich
and Chas. D. Smith, of Marshall, and the same parties erected a saw mill
in 1836. This mill was stocked with whitewood and other valuable
timber, and was therefore of incalculable value to the pioneers of Calhoun
county, who were erecting houses and barns in every direction. In
digging the mill-race a great amount of Indian remains and relics were'

disinterred, such as sculls, guns, powder horns, bows, arrows, and a great

amount of useless trinkets. These discoveries, and the existence of

Indian mounds in several places in the neighborhood, together with the
fact that all the Indians in and about the place, (and the number was
very large) were agreed in saying, that the big Indian, Te-quon, or Kon-
qua-sha, once lived here, ruling a great tribe, and that his bones are here
interred. Hence, the name of Tekonsha The village is growing under
the stimulus of improved water-power, and a shipping station of their

own on the Air Line Railroad, and now contains, including the town,
one grist and flouring mill, two saw mills, four organized churches, three

church edifices, two resident clerg3-men, five doctors, one town house,
eight school districts and school houses, one graded school.

Value of school houses, $14,400.00.

Number of children from five to twenty years of age, 535.

It is considered a healthy town. Its chief products are wheat, avooI,

pork and fruit, all of which are marketed at home. The principal

pioneers were Harris C. Goodrich, Levi and Lewis Merrifield, Renodine
Steed, Timothy Kimball, Jonathan Enos, Rufus Osborn, Oliver Mattison,

Martin Hadsell, Wm. Kerr, Chauncy Trumbull, John James, and others.

Harris C. Goodrich is brought to public notice in this town in 1834
or 1835. He was, by trade, a shoemaker, but embarked in business of

varied character at a very early period. He was the first sheriff of the
county, and took the census as per act approved March 18th, 1835, which
then contained 1,714 inhabitants, for which service he was paid the
munificent sum of " twenty-one dollars and thirty-eight cents." " Extra
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pay to said sheriff and to his assistants, on the above number of inhabit-
ants, being 1,714, at fifty cents per hundred, eight dollars and fifty-seven

cents." " For his services in making the appointments of assistants, and
making, comparing and perfecting the returns to the clerk of said
county, as well as the aggregate to the secretary, four dollars and fifty

cents." Among the prominent men in Tekonsha at the present time are
Campbell Waldo and brother, W. H. Kerr, Renodine Steed, Rufus Osborne,
Jonathan Enos, etc.

SCHOOLS.

Having failed in securing from some of the towns, the school sta-

tistics I sought, I append hereto an extract from the report of the super-
intendent of public instruction for 1875, so far as it relates to Calhoun
county, to-wit

:

Whole number of school districts, 166
Whole number of school houses, 179
Whole number of graded schools, 9

viz : in Albion, Athens, Battle Creek, Bedford, Burlington,
Ceresco, Homer, Marshall and Tekonsha.

Whole number of graded school houses, .... 22
Number of children from five to twenty years of age, . 11,388
Number of children attending school, ..... 9,425
Value of school houses, $500,509.00
Total indebtedness of school districts, .... 159,896.06
Total resources, 128,752.15
Number of volumes in district libraries, . . . 3,933
The amount of primary school interest fund apportioned to

this county in 1875Vas, $5,639.00
From two mill tax, 12,828.40

Primary school fund, . 5,419.63

District taxes for all purposes, 91,081.76

Total wages of teachers, ....... 58,986.19

The following article from the pen of Mrs. John Amsley and Mrs. G.

W. Dryer, as illustrative of early times in Calhoun county, is copied from
the History and Directory of Calhoun County, compiled and published
1869, by E. J. Rust. Mrs. Dryer is now dead :

" In the year 1831, when the Michigan fever was carrying off hun-
dreds to that country, my husband and myself, then residing in Penn-
sylvania, caught the raging epidemic. Being young, and possessing a
good share of firmness, connected with more than common constitutions,

we made up our minds that Michigan was the place for us. Having both
lost our parents when quite young, we were left with no other fortune

than to earn our bread by the sweat of our brows. Having been married
only three years our capital, of course, was small. We made a vendue
and sold all our household furniture excepting a little salt dish and a
few bed-clothes. We were so carried away with the idea of moving to

the far west, we scarcely thought but what the comforts and conveni-
ences of life were the abundant products of that much extolled El Dorado.
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Two small trunks, a chest of carpenter's tools and a little daughter ten

months old and $300 in money constituted our earthl}' all. The 3d day
of June we had everything arranged for our departure. And now, dear
reader, if you ever gave the parting hand to beloved brothers and sisters,

friends and acquaintances, and bade adieu to the home and scenes of

your youth, your imagination can better paint the anguish of my heart

than I can describe it with my pen. We hired a teamster to convey us
100 miles. We then took the steamboat across Cayuga lake. Not being
used to traveling we saw many things to divert our minds, and call our
thoughts from those we left behind. Having friends in Scottsville, N. Y.,

we spent a week there very pleasantly. We attended meeting while we
w'ere there, and heard a very deep and interesting discourse by the

Rev. Mr. Cheesman. Little did we think it would be the last we should
hear for a year to come. Having visited our friends at that place, we
set out once more on our westward journe}'. On the 19th of the same
month we arrived at Detroit, and if ever I was thankful for victuals and
drink it was then. As we knew nothing of the situation of the country,

only what we had read and heard, we knew not what course to take

;

but it was our good fortune to form an acquaintance with a gentleman
by the name of Gurnsey. He had traveled as far west as Battle Creek
and selected a farm near that place. He liked the country verv much,
and advised us to go in that direction. Having the appearance of a man
who could be relied on, we concluded to follow his advice. We had no
conveyance of our own, and there being no stage route in that direction,

we were obliged to accept of any conveyance we could find. As we had
but little with us, my husband made a bargain with a man who was
moving to that part of the country to carry our trunks, I was to ride

when convenient, and husband w^as to proceed on foot. On these condi-
tions we left Detroit, with hopes of soon beholding the beautiful plains

that had been pictured to us in such high colors; but as we advanced we
were greatly disappointed in the appearance of the country. The roads
were bad, the water poor, and the land was not much better. My child

was quite unwell, and I was compelled to walk from three to five miles
at a time and carry her. The weather was very warm, and not being-

used to poor, hard water, it will not be wondered at that my thoughts
would revert to the pure cold water of my former pleasant home. But
this did not discourage us, as we had made up our minds to go ahead
until we found a place that suited us. The second evening after leaving
Detroit we arrived at Ann Arbor, a very pleasant place and beautifully

located, but we did not like the country around it. After remaining
here for two days to rest, we started again and traveled about five miles
to a place called Thorny Creek. My husband did not think it best for

me to accompany him any farther until he should find a location. We
accordingly rented a small house, or rather a part of one, as there were
two families already living in it ; but it was the best we could do.

" Calhoun county had been very highly recommended to us, and my
husband determined to see it before making a purchase. He therefore

set out on his journey, leaving me to enjoy ni}' new home as best I could.

The prospect of ease and comfort was not very flattering, I assure you.
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There were nineteen of us huddled together in a little log cabin, with
only one place to set up a bed, and that was given to the eldest, of course,

leaving the rest of us to select the softest planks up stairs or down, as we
might prefer. After the lapse of a few days my husband had the good
fortune to find a location that suited him, and made a purchase, and re-

turned without any accident. It was now about the 20tli of July, and
we immediately commenced making preparations to go to our permanent
home in Calhoun county. We were obliged to go to Ann Arbor to pur-

chase some provisions and articles for housekeeping, as the reader will

remember we brought nothing with us. We had no team of our own,
and could not get one where we were. We therefore set out on foot, in-

tending to get one at Ann Arbor to bring our purchases back with us.

We had not accomplished more than half our journey when my husband
was taken with fever and ague, and was obliged to lie down by the road
side and await the approach of some person with a team, or until he
should be able to proceed on foot. The weather was very warm and my
babe troublesome, and I was compelled to carry her the rest of the way
in my arms, as my husband was only able to drag himself along with
great difficulty, and when we arrived at our destination he had to go to

bed, leaving me to do the shopping alone. When night came I was sick

and tired enough to go to bed, but we had to return that night. By this

time my husband had so far recovered that he was able to get about, and
soon succeeded in hiring a team to carry us to our home. It was now
quite dark, and we had to ride five miles over bad roads behind an ox
team. I had such a violent pain in my head and chest that it seemed
to me I should never live to get home, and when we did get there,

how unlike the home we had been accustomed to. The time had now
arrived when we must set out again on our westward journey. We hired

a man with a breaking up team and plow to carry us to our new home,
and stay and do some breaking up for us. At that early day there were
no crossings, and but few bridges, so that we were compelled to ford the

streams and wade the marshes which were in our way. The country
appeared more pleasant as we proceeded on our journey, but we were not

as yet smitten with its beauty. Four o'clock in the afternoon of the first

day brought us within three miles of Grass Lake, now called Leoni.

Here we found our progress impeded b}'' quite an extensive marsh which
looked like anything but driving loaded wagons over it; but it lay in our
way, and having no inclination to turn back, nor to go around, we at-

tempted to ford it. We had not made more than half the distance across it

when we were brought up standing, or rather sticking in the mud. There
was a man in our compan}^ with his goods and famil}'-, ten in number,
who had made a location adjoining ours. Thinking to lighten our load

we all got off and waded through, and happily escaped the venomous
fangs of the massasugers with which the swamps were then so thickly in-

fested. Afier lighting up, our teamsters hitched four yoke of cattle to the

end of the tongue of the foremost wagon, thinking to bring it out, but
did not succeed. Totally unconscious of how far we were from human
habitation or assistance, eight o'clock in the evening found our teams
mud bound, and ourselves perched upon high ground with our garments
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wet and bedrabbled with the soil of Michigan. The monotony of our
situation was broken occasionally by the howl of a hungry wolf, or the
shriek of some startled night bird. We had about made up our minds
to camp where we were for the night, when, to our great jo}'', we beheld a
man approaching with three yokes of cattle. We were not long in pro-

curing his assistance to help us out of our difficulty. They hitched the

seven yokes of cattle to the end of the wagon tongue, which brought
those in front on hard ground. By this means our wagons were soon
brought out. It was now quite late, but we were soon loaded up and on
the move again, and reached the Grass Lake House between ten and
eleven o'clock that night, very much fatigued. After taking some refresh-

ments we retired to rest, and when the morning light dawned upon us,

we found that 'nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep,' had restored us to

our wonted vigor. We set out on our journey again with new courage,

but before nine o'clock we found ourselves stationary in the mud again,

and had to go half a mile for assistance. With the assistance obtained,

we were soon on terra firma, and b}^ twelve o'clock reached the small vil-

lage of Jacksonburg, and put up at a hotel kept by a man by the name
of Blackman. Here we were treated very kindly, and regaled ourselves

with green peas and new potatoes, the first of the season for us, which was
quite a treat. Our next obstruction was Sandstone creek, which was not
bridged. We had to drive into the creek and then follow up-stream a
considerable distance before we could effect a crossing. We staid that

night at Roberts' tavern, and the next day took dinner at Blashfield's

tavern, situated in a very pleasant place. If I remember rightly, there

were but three houses between Jackson and Marengo. We intended to

camp out that night, as we considered the distance too great to drive

through. We thought of pitching our tent at the forks of the river, since

called Abbott's stand, but when we arrived there, to our great astonish-

ment, we found it already occupied b}^ a party of Indians with their dogs
and guns, pappooses and ponies, strewn over the ground in every direc-

tion. As it was a beautiful moon-light evening we concluded to go as

far as Squire Neal's, which was the first and only house at that time in

Marengo. When we arrived there I thought it the most beautiful place

I ever beheld. The moon shed her silvery light over a vast plain, cov-

ered with flowers tinged with every hue, with here and there a stately

hickory extending its beautiful branches, as if to invite the weary trav-

eler to rest in its luxuriant shade. A field of corn in front of the house,

rustling its green foliage in the cool breeze of evening, rendered the

scene still more delightful. The famil}^ treated us with as much hospi-

tality as their circumstances would admit of. As there was no floor in

the house we spread our bed-clothes on the sand to rest for the night,

and cooked our breakfast next morning by the side of a log. We were
now within two miles of our place of destination, and I was very anxious
to see it. One or two hours' travel brought us to the spot we could call

our home. Home it was, but our habitation was the sky above and the

earth beneath, carpeted with nature's green, interspersed with beautiful

flowers.
" We soon were busily engaged unloading our things, pitching our
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tents, cooking dinner, etc. Mr. Kimball pitched his tent some four or

five rods from us, which seemed quite neighborly. Our tent was com-
posed of two sheets overhead, with bushes set up all round the sides ex-

cept a small opening for a door, which we closed with a table-cloth. We
lived in this manner three weeks before our house was ready to move
into. We had but little room and needed less, as our stock of personal
property was very limited. We had one cow, which, if she was not in

clover, fared sumptuously every day on the fine grass that grew so abun-
dantly all around us. Our flour-barrel served us for a cupboard, our
tool-chest for a table, and two small trunks for seats. Four small forks

driven into the ground with poles across, covered with our wagon boards,

composed our bedstead. Our bed, when made up, looked as though an
elephant had stepped on it. We had pillow-cases and ticks, but nothing
to fill them with, as there had been no grain raised in the country, and
consequently no straw was to be had. Could we have been favored with
air-tight ticks we should have resorted to the expedient of blowing them
up for the sake of looks, if nothing else, so anxious were we to make a
respectable appearance. But our pride was forced to yield to our pov-
erty, and we had to wait until the oak tree could be felled and the leaves

dried, which made a very good bed and pillow. This was laid aside for

hay, and the ha}^ in turn gave place to straw, which we raised the com-
ing season. It proved to be a very wet time while tenting out, and we
were favored with a shower nearly every day and night. Persons of in-

quiring minds may wonder how we managed, with our frail covering, to

keep our goods and baby dry. For the information of such I would say,

that our tent leaked very badly, and our clothing and bedding were
often wet, but soon dried when the sun shone, and, fortunately for us, the

finish on our furniture was water-proof. As for baby, when it rained too

hard we put her under the wash-tub until the shower was over. My
husband being expert in the use of tools, by industry and perseverance
succeeded in getting up our house and finishing it so that we could move
into it on the 25th of August, just three weeks from the time we arrived.

It is true there was no chimney or chamber-floor in it ; but we had a

good shingle roof, a floor below, and a door made from hewed planks,

which was quite an improvement on the cotton-covered house we vaca-

ted, and a better house than there was in the whole village of Marshall,
as there were none there that could boast of a floor until my hus-
band hewed the timber for that purpose. Our house was situated in a
delightful hickory grove with beautiful surroundings. When I first be-

held it the poetic spirit was stirred within me, and I was led to exclaim

:

We have found a place in the green-wood shade,

That Nature on purpose for us hath made.

"We were very thankful that we had been so highly favored, and be"
gan to feel that we were getting up in the world. We were the owner s

of 160 acres of land, with a house erected on it, one cow, a barrel of flour,

a little hay put up, and five acres of wheat on the ground, besides a few
articles for housekeeping, such as we could not do without and very few
would have been willing to do with. Mr. Hurd and Chas. D. Smith rode
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over from Marshall and made us a visit. They were the first men who
called on us in the county, and we were very glad to make their acquaint-
ance, as neighbors at that time were few and far between. The falling of

the leaves and the shortening of the days reminded us that it was time to

prepare for winter. Our bread-stuffwas nearly all gone and a supply could
not be obtained nearer than fifty miles ; but as this was the best that could
be done, (and we could not live without bread), my husband and Mr.
Kimball started for the mill to obtain a supply. They had to ford the
Kalamazoo twice and ferry it once in an Indian canoe, taking their wagon
apart and conveying one wheel across at a time. The journey was per-

formed in eleven days without accident. It was now the 11th of Novem-
ber, and we had done but little to make our house comfortable for winter.

We went to work to finish our chimney, and had just completed it when
it commenced snowing, and we did not see the ground again until Janu-
ary. We were out of groceries of every kind at this time, except pepper
and salt ; and what was still worse, we were nearly out of money. But
we had started out with the determination to make the best of every-
thing, and when we had neither fish, flesh nor fowl, potatoes nor milk,
we ate our bread alone with thankfulness. We had cranberries, plenty,

which we had obtained of the Indians, but they were not very palatable
without sweetening. Mr. Dowling, one of our neighbors, remarked that
he had eaten tliem so long without sugar that his teeth seemed longer
than usual. Our nearest market town was Ann Arbor, distant 65 miles,

and my husband concluded to go there and replenish our stock of pro-

visions. As our circumstances required us to use the most rigid economy,
I thought I would bake him a loaf of bread to carry with him for lunch.

We had to do all our baking in what was then called a bake-kettle, and
this had to be rubbed with butter, lard, or grease of some kind, in order
to get the loaf out without breaking it to pieces. These articles had all

disappeared, and I was for a while at a loss to know what to do ; but I

remembered that my husband had saved some marrow to oil his gun,
and having sold his gun had no further use for it. I took the marrow
and greased my kettle with it, and my loaf came out beautifully, and I

felt quite proud of my achievement.
"The next morning my husband started with his oxen and sleigh for

Ann Arbor. He was gone about one week, and got along without acci-

dent until within three miles of home, when one of his oxen gave out

and could go no further. He turned him out and took the end of the

yoke himself, and reached home about eleven o'clock at night, tired and
hungry. The ox left by the wayside died, and we sold the other, which
left us without a team. The winter soon passed away, and the time of

the singing of birds came, and with it came work on our farm. We had
some of our land enclosed, and, in order to secure our wheat crop, it must
be fenced. We were in a close place, without a team or means to get one.

It is said that ' necessity is the mother of invention,' and it did not fail us
in this instance. My husband felled a large oak tree, and sawed off some
wheels, and made a wagon, upon which we together could draw ten rails

at a time by both pulling one way, which all married people should do.

In this manner we drew the rails, and fenced a field of twenty acres.
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Mr. Neal, Mr. Ames and my husband procured their seed potatoes this

season by making a canoe on the Rice creek, and going with it to Kala-
mazoo, where a Mr. Bronson had raised some to sell. They boated them
up the Kalamazoo in their canoe, which took them about five days. We
were now well provided for, and prospects ahead were hopeful. Provi-
dence smiled upon our labors, and our fields yielded their increase. It

was in this manner that the early settlement of our town was made, and
although we had our trials and our straight places to pass through, we
also had our seasons of enjoymeut and pleasure, and after having over-

come the obstacles in our pathway, we enjoyed fighting our battles over
again on the long winter evenings around our ample firesides."

The first burying place was located on the territorial road, on the land
taken by Seeley Neale; and the first interment made therein was a child

of Hiram Dowling's, probably the first born in the county, in March,
1832. This child was the first female child born in town. The second
death and interment was that of Noah, the father of Seeley Neale, who
died July 29th, 1832, aged eighty-eight years. The Eev. Randall Hobart
preached the funeral sermon. The first male child born in town was
Lorenzo, son of Hiram Dowling, in December, 1833, who is one of the
present justices of the peace in Marengo. The first township election

was held in April, 1833, at the house of Seeley Neale, who then kept the
post-ofiice, he being also the first post-master in town. At this first

charter election Seeley Neale was chosen supervisor; Harmon Neale, town-
ship clerk, constable and collector ; Reuben Abbott and Joseph Ames,
directors of the poor; Joseph Ames, pathmaster; Hiram Wright and A.
M. Benson, commissioners of common schools. The first inspectors of

common schools, elected in 1834, were Loren Maynard, Melancthon J.

Bagg, Horace Brace, Solomen M. Allen and Benjamin AVright.

It is more than can be expected, that in an article like this we should
mention all the early settlers, and perhaps, after all, some may have
escaped our minds who deserve more than a passing notice. Thomas
Chisholm and Robert Church, at whose pleasant places we are as we
leave Marshall, going east on the territorial road—the former still living

on the old place, but the latter many years since deceased—now come to

our minds as the earliest settlers.

Having given brief sketches of the first settlers in town, who settled

on what was afterwards known as the "territorial road," although nothing
was there when they came but an Indian trail, we will go with the first

settlers to where the village now stands, and for a full and complete de-

scription of the journey to this place, the country at that time, and its

early settlers, as well as the objects and aspirations of the pioneers, we
refer with pleasure to the following interesting reminiscence of early

times, written in 1850, by Mrs. Geo. W. Dryer, of Marengo :
" In the spring

of 1833 the western fever was raging in our vicinity, almost equal to the
California fever of the present day. It is unnecessary here to detail the
causes that first induced us to seek a new home in the (as it was then
called) 'far west.' Suffice it to say, that the glowing accounts given by
Mr. S. S. Allcott, of Calhoun county, and the valley of the Kalamazoo,
gave my father and husband a strong desire to at last visit that El Do-
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rado of the west. Their expectations were so fully realized that they

were induced to make large purchases in what is now called the town of

Marengo, on the south side of the Kalamazoo river. On their return we
made preparations to remove thither. The prospect was hailed with

delight by myself; visions of cottages and wild flowers danced before my
imagination.^ The idea of seeing a country so lately inhabited only by
the red men of the forest; of viewing nature in her primeval beauty ; of

building for ourselves a home in the wilderness, had in itself enough of

interest and excitement to render it the object of my highest ambition.

My parents, too, and only brother, were going, and the few dear ones that

remained behind gave us many assurances that, should no unforeseen cir-

cumstances prevent, they would rejoin us in the spring. We were to be

accompanied by a number of young men from our village. Two of them
were carpenters, Henry Gardanier and Wandal Bortler, and the others

—

Garret Baker, the first cooper, and Thos. Prior, the first stonemason, in

the village—having imbibed our spirit of enterprise, had determined to

seek their fortunes in the wilds of Michigan. The idea seems now almost

absurd, that we should consider it a difiicult or perilous journey; but

such was the case seventeen years ago, when the navigation of the lakes

was comparatively so imperfect, and railroads almost unknown. The
4th of September we bade adieu to our eastern friends, and the homes of

our youth, and commenced our journey to the land of promise. We started

with two two-horse teams, a carriage for ourselves, and baggage wagon,

our goods and chattels having been previously forwarded on the canal.

Arrived at Buffalo the third day after leaving home, somewhat wearied,

but without incident. Steamboats were not then, as at present, leaving

daily—I might almost say hourly ; and we had to wait a day or two before

we could proceed farther. " A new and splendid steamboat, the George

Washington, Captain Walker, was about to make her first trip from

Buff'alo to Detroit. On board of her we embarked, together with a large

number of other passengers, among whom was Col. Wm. Blossom, late

of Canandaigua, N. Y. I make mention of him in particular as he took

a prominent part in a little incident that occurred during our voyage,

which created considerable merriment among the passengers. There was
an infant born in the steerage cabin, among the emigrants. The colonel

stood godfather, and christened it George Washington Walker. He then

produced a bottle of wine, and insisted that all should drink the health

of the new-comer. No accident occurred until we reached Fairport, Ohio,

when, in turning to go into the harbor, our rudder was broken. This

detained us a day and a half, to have a new one made, which gave us

an opportunity of seeing the country, which was hardly worth the seeing.

It was, in fact, a sterile looking place. I saw but one pretty residence,

and this belonged to Mr. Ralph Granger, brother of the Hon. Francis

Granger, of Canandaigua, N. Y. It looked like an oasis in a sandy

desert. The night after leaving there I was awakened by the cry of fire,

and starting from my sleep, perceived the cabin to be full of smoke.

Some of the ladies were fainting, others were on their knees in prayer,

and such a scene of fright and confusion I never saw before. As for my-
self, I inwardly made a vow, which has, of course, been broken, that if
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I was permitted to reach terra firma in safety I would tempt the waves
no more. After a voyage of five days we reached Detroit, which was not
the city it has since become.

" By noon the next day we had engaged teams, and loaded two with
beds, bedding and other articles that would first be wanted, and came
out as far as Ten Eycks, which was ten miles. My romance now began
to look wonderfully like reality. The roads through the timbered lands
were so much cut up by loaded teams and the tide of emigration that was
pouring in, that riding in a carriage was anything but comfortable. But
I had not, as the saying is, seen the elephant until we came to those long
causeways of huge uncovered logs. After riding over one we concluded
to try our pedestrian powers, and accordingly walked over the remainder,
which were neither ' few nor far between.' Stayed that night at Kurd's,
which was a very good public house. The third night brought us to
Jackson, which, if truth must be told, was then a rather sorry looking
place—an unfavorable location. A few half finished buildings, and two
or three persons lying sick at the inn kept by a Mr. Blackman, gave us
a rather unfavorable impression. The supper table, however, was graced
with a fine wild turkey, and after having refreshed and rested ourselves,
the place seemed to wear a better aspect—so much do our own feelings
give color to objects around. We next came to Sandstone, remarkable
for nothing, as I could discover, but a fine patch of melons by the road-
side, which exceeded in size anything I had ever seen. We alighted to
rest, and had an opportunity of testing their good quality, through the
politeness of Mr. Mathers, who kept the public house at that place. Pro-
ceeding onward we seemed to leave all traces of civilization behind. For
many miles we saw neither house nor human being. We were far in
advance of the rest of our party, and were alone in the deep solitude of
nature. The early frosts of September had already touched the green
foliage of the trees and the tall, rank grass of the prairie, giving them a
somber and melancholy appearance, although there still remained many
wild flowers, of purple and gold, scattered over the plains, telling how
great must have been their profusion before their season was over. But
on we came. The road seemed now so little traveled that we much feared
we had taken the wrong one, and should not reach a settlement that
night. My secret apprehensions were that we were on an Indian trail,

as I had heard there were many of those in Michigan, and that we should
perhaps arrive at some Indian village or wigwam. All that I had ever
read or heard of savage cruelty came into my mind, and I cast many
anxious glances into the faces of my companions, but their troubled ex-
pressions did not tend in any degree to reassure me, and I had almost
begun to despair when, to our great joy, we saw approaching at a distance,
not a savage, but a good, honest looking man with a coat on his arm. Of
him we inquired our whereabouts, and learned that we were near, and
should soon arrive at Abbott's tavern. The absence of any improvement
had made the last eleven miles seem almost interminable to us, and has
often since reminded me of a remark made by a neighbor of ours, that a
mile in Michigan was ' across a section and around one,' the length of
their miles at that time being proverbial. We were now within three
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miles of our place of destination, which was Col. Maynard's. I had
known, ever since leaving home, that this was to be our final sto}3ping

place, and had, of course, attached considerable consequence to it. I had
not expected to find much of a village, nor an eastern hotel, but I must
confess that I was a little disappointed when, coming in sight of a small

log cabin, I was informed it was Maynard's. I did not then understand
the difficulties encountered in building in a new country, our own old

family mansion, together with those of most of our neighbors, having
presented, ever since my earliest recollections, much the same appearance,

I was not certain that they had not, mushroom fashion, sprung up in a

single night. I have since, however, had good cause to be undeceived in

that respect. Humble and unpretending as was the outward appearance
at Maynard's, we found comfort and good cheer within ; and though not

precisely an eastern hotel, we had an eastern host and hostess, if true

politeness and good breeding are meant by that name. We remained
here a day or two, but were getting very impatient to behold our new
purchase, which lay on the opposite side of the river.

''We were now to become farmers, and I, for one, felt anxious to make
our debut in that capacity. There was neither road nor bridge. We
started on foot, stepping very cautiously, expecting every moment to see-

a massasauger dart from under some bush or shrub; but we reached the

banks of the river without having encountered any. Here we waited for

an ox team to come up, with which we were to ford the stream. We
rode through the beautiful Kalamazoo, whose tranquil waters had never,

until a late period, been disturbed by aught save the light canoe of the

red man. Arriving on the opposite side, we beheld an extensive plain

stretching before us, diversified here and there with a grove of hickory

or burr oak. To me it had much the appearance of a vast field of ripe

grain, with here and there an orchard, though buildings and fences were
almost entirely wanting—the only house in the vicinity of our land be-

ing that of Benjamin Wright, Esq. In the course of another day lumber
was drawn from Marshall, which was then almost invariably called the
' Center,' and we had a sort of temporary habitation completed, then

very common at the west, and yclept a ' shanty.' It was composed of

boards and slabs, the roof slanting one way, and the other side was at-

tached to Mr. Wright's building. I never knew the exact reason for this,

but suppose it was to economize in labor as well as lumber, the outside

of his dwelling serving for the inside of ours. There was an open space

left at one end for a door, which was supplied by a buffalo robe being-

drawn across it—its novelty in some degree reconciling me to its incon-

venience. I had my misgivings about the safety of this door, as the

wolves, though not venturing near enough to be seen in the day time,

could yet be heard howling nightly in the distance ; and one night when
a large dog made his entree through, we thought one had come in right

good earnest. The wolves, however, never availed themselves of the

opportunity ; but when stepping from our shanty one day, my attention

was attracted by a buzzing sound, and looking down I perceived a small

massassauger coiled up, with head erect, and ready to repay with his

venomous fangs any intrusion upon his rights. He WP.S not half as for-
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midable in appearance as I had expected, and was soon dispatched. It

was tlie first and last I have ever seen.
" We now commenced unpacking and arranging our beds, etc., but

found we were wanting in a most essential part, viz : room. In this

emergency Mrs. Wright kindly proffered the use of their loft as a lodging
place for our workmen, and also to store such articles as would not be in
immediate use. We found in unpacking that through some unaccount-
able mistake our box of crockery had not been brought from Detroit.

Here was a dilemma, as we feared we could neither buy nor borrow.
There was, however, one small store kept in Marshall by Charles D.
Smith, and here we determined to try and supply the deficiency. Six
knives and forks, and as many cups and plates left his store almost des-

titute of crockery and cutlery, but in part supplied our necessity. We
were now house, or rather slianty keeping. Table and chairs we had
none, but a couple of benches covered with blankets, and a box for a
table, would answer our purpose until those articles could be brought
from Detroit. I congratulated myself that the lateness of the season
would probably prevent any of our eastern acquaintances from making
us a visit until we were better prepared for their reception. I shall not
soon forget my mortification when, one fine day, Mr. Alcott, having heard
of our arrival, rode up with a friend from Marshall to welcome us. My
pride almost got the better of my hospitality, and I hoped they would
not remain to dinner ; but they did not seem to rec[uire much urging to

do so. Going without our dinner was in those days no small affair, as

many a one can testify who remembers the voracious appetite with which
he was visited during the first few months of their sojourn in the west.

The dinner, however, passed off much better than I had anticipated. Our
table—or rather our substitute for one—though scantily furnished with
dishes, was nevertheless amply supplied with good fare. A number of

farmers in the country had already raised a large surplus of grain ; and
venison, wild honey and cranberries could be procured in abundance,
and we now looked forward with bright hopes to the future. Our work-
men were now busily engaged hewing timber for our new dwelling. We
were not going to have a log one, not we. It would be just as easy to

build a good one (so we reasoned) first as last.

" Our beautiful plains, though abounding in small trees, did not afford

any of sufficient magnitude for building purposes, and, accordingly, we
had resource to 'Uncle Sam's' land. I wondered much who this 'Sam'
was that every one called ' uncle,' and who had such an abundance of

timber ; but, I soon found it customary for emigrants scantily supplied
to make use of that growing on lands which belonged to government,
and which was called in western phraseology, ' Uncle Sam's ' land. Our
seasoned lumber and shingles had to be brought from Gull Prairie, some
thirty miles distant. The difficulty, too, of getting brick, lime, and other
building materials, made it much easier building castles in the air than
in reality. A few warm, sunny days had shrunk the boards that covered
our dwelling to such a degree, that in spite of all the battening that
could be done, the rain, which was very frequent, poured in upon us most
unmercifully. Every fair day would behold beds, bedding, wearing ap-

17
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parel, etc., spread out to dry. This state of things was not to be endured

much longer, and we accordingly held a consultation, which resulted in

a determination to build a log cabin after all. All hands were now in

requisition, and in less than a week logs were out, hauled and rolled

together, and we had a log cabin completed that would lay all those of 1840

in the shade, and was much more appropriate in point of usefulness^ It

was altogether more commodious than our ' shanty,' and had one merit

not to be overlooked by myself, to-wit : a real door, made of boards, with

wooden hinges, latch string, and all. We had now no reason to wish to

avoid seeking our friends, as the arrival of a couple of loaded teams from

Detroit had furnished us with all the necessary apparatus for living in a

comfortable manner. We had now a chamber, and I took great delight

in arranging it, partitioning off bed rooms with curtains, spare sheets,

etc. We had a huge fire-place, made of the sandstone taken from the

bank of the river, near which was situated our dwelling. It occupied

almost one entire side of the cabin, leaving barely room in one corner

for a ladder. One of our packing boxes, furnished with shelves, and a

table cloth hung in front, occupied the other corner, serving the double

purpose of pantry and cupboard, which was usually well supplied with

fish, flesh and fowl ; the river affording an abundance of excellent fish.

My little brother, then nearly fourteen, was very expert with his rifle,

and, though not successful with large game, managed to kill a great

many prairie hens, wild ducks and pheasants. I accompanied him in

many of his rambles, sometimes along the river, but often over the

plains, where we would stop and gather hickory nuts, which lay under
almost every tree in great abundance. Of these we gathered a large

store, hoping they might prove, in some degree, a substitute for the fruit

which we must now learn to do without, at least, for the present, and
which we feared we should much miss during the long evenings of the

approaching winter. In the meantime, the site for our new house had
been selected, the timber brought to the spot, the cellar dug, the wall laid

up from the same kind of stone that composed our fire-place, and all

things were in readiness for raising, which event was looked upon as of

no small consequence, as it would be the first frame house in the town.

At length, the important day came. Our new building was erected;

and, as it stood on an elevated piece of ground, it made quite an imposing

appearance. We had, however, given up all thoughts of getting it habit-

able before spring. The carpenters soon had it inclosed, and could be at

work during the winter, making doors, blinds, sash, etc. I forgot to men-
tion that, A\diile digging stone for our cellar, they came upon a spring of

pure water, which gushed forth clear and sparkling, even as Horeb of

old. This was a great acquisition, for, although the waters of the Kal-

amazoo answered very well in the winter, when warm weather came we
found the water of this spring invaluable. A level had been taken of

the river, and sufficient fall found for a good water-power, within a few

rods of our abode. The job for the erection of a saw mill was let; and,

the race being dug, already it began to be whispered that at no very dist-

ant day we might hope to have a village—aye, perhaps a city ; for, why
not? We had an extensive water-power, sufficient for all kinds of ma-
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chinery, a fine location for a town, surrounded by a productive country.
A road had already been laid through from Albion to Marshall on the
section line, on which was established our little colony. The river had
been bridged, and it was thought by man}^ and more especially ourselves,

that the great thoroughfare leading from Detroit to lake Michigan would
leave the old territorial road at Albion, and, passing through on the
section line, intersect it again at Marshall, as that would be a more direct
route. We were now prepared for winter, which had already come upon
us, though in a very mild form. We had many balmy, pleasant days,
though occasionally a little snow, to remind us of departed sleigh-rides.

In the interim a number of families had moved into our immediate
vicinity, which made quite an addition to our little society.

"It was determined that the approaching new year should be celebrated
in a becoming manner, but here arose a new difficulty : Maynard's inn,
though sufficiently spacious for the last Fourth of July ball, would hardly
answer, now that the neighborhood had become so densely populated.
A few days previous to the expected event, our carpenters were required
to assist in putting on an addition. They had it completed in due season,
with the exception of a fire-place, or chimney, which absence was to be
supplied by a large kettle of coals, stoves not being easily obtained at
that time. There was snow enough on the ground to make it look like

sleighing, and would answer very well for so short a distance, if there
was only a suitable conveyance for the occasion. A pair of runners was
accordingly made, and our carriage body securely fastened upon them,
which made a comfortable, and, what was still more, quite a dashing
turnout. This vehicle was now in requisition to convey the ladies to and
from the scene of festivity. I was not present, but was assured by those
who were that, in point of good cheer and real enjoyment, it exceeded
any they had ever attended. The music consisted of two violins, played
by Mr. A. M. Benson and Mr. S. Chapman, of this town.

"After brushing from our recollections the cobwebs which time has
collected there, my husband is reminded of a bear hunt which he, together
with some others, once engaged in. He insists that it must have a place
in this our reminiscence of early times : One morning the cry was raised
that a large bear had been seen passing near our house, and had gone
on to the north. Off they started in pursuit, stopping not for swamps,
creeks, or marshes, expecting every moment to overtake and give liiin

battle ; but, I fancy bruin stood in no immediate danger, as not one of
the party ever caught sight of him after leaving home. When they
halted to take breath, they found the day was far advanced, and were so
bewildered that no two of them could agree as to the direction they
should take to return home ; they, however saw some Indian huts at a
distance, and determined to try to obtain food and shelter for the night.
Judging from their story, their reception was not a very cordial one. A
shoulder of venison was all they were able to obtain from the Indians,
and that only by paying a high price for it, and which must have made,
without bread or salt, rather an unsavory meal, but served in some degree
to appease their appetites. As there was a number of them, they occupied
different lodges for the night. One of the party informed me that an
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old Indian woman in the tent where he passed the night kneaded some
flour on a bark, and made a kind of doughnut, which she fried in deer's

tallow. He partook of some, and pronounced them c[uite palatable; but,

if I had been one of the party, I would much rather have taken her word
than proved it b}'^ my own experience. In the morning they hired an
Indian to guide them to Abbott's tavern, which place was well known to

them, it being a sort of trading post, where they frequently carried their

furs, deer-skins, venison, cranberries, maple sugar, etc., to swap for flour,

bread, and not infrequentl}^, a stronger article, which was prohibited
being sold them by government, but for which they had an insatiable

appetite.

*'Our heroic bear hunters had passed the night somewhere in the vicin-

ity of Duck lake, and arrived at Abbott's the evening of the following
day, hungry, weary, and most of them fully satisfied that they had
not enough of the Crockett in them to make successful hunters. Espe-
cially was this the case with my husband, and, if my memory serves me
right, this was his first and last attempt at hunting. Spring was now
drawing near, and in the meantime letters had been dispatched to our
eastern friends, setting forth in glowing colors the natural advantages of
this land of our adoption, and using our best arguments to induce them
to join us. We were successful ; for letters arrived informing us that
dear sisters, friends and neighbors were already making preparations,
and might be expected on the first opening of navigation, to which period
we now looked forward with no small degree of pleasure. Some of our
finest cranberries, purest honey, and choicest bits of dried venison, were
carefully laid aside for the occasion. These, as being products of the
country, would, we thought, prove a greater treat than anything that
could be imported from the east. It was now spring, and each pleasant
day beheld us busily engaged in clearing away and burning the rubbish
that had collected during the winter about our dwelling. One day while
thus engaged, we heard an unusual splashing in the river, which much
excited our curiosity. We mentioned the fact to our workmen, and they
determined to ascertain the cause. After due examination they found it

occasioned by some of the finny tribe, but whether whale, shark, or croco-
dile, was still a mystery ; certain it was they were of an enormous size.

The river then being unobstructed by dams, there was free passage from
the lake up. The workmen, however, determined to make war upon these
monsters of the deep. They at first tried shooting them ; but, as this did
not succeed, they armed themselves with pitchforks, and waded into the
stream. They found much difficulty in holding them without a barbed
spear (with which article they were unprovided), but after cutting their
throats in the water, they at last succeeded in bringing a number tri-

umphantly to shore, the largest weighing one hundred and twenty
pounds. We. who had always resided in the interior of New York, knew
but little about what kind of fish they were ; but a gentleman present,
who had seen them caught from the Hudson, pronounced them to be
sturgeon. We had some of them cooked, but found them, in our opinion,
wholly unfit for the table. The remainder were accordingly permitted
to pass on unmolested. In due time our friends arrived from the east.
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and we took possession of our new house. There was, of course, much
rejoicing. My husband was at work at a little distance from the house
when they arrived. My sister, who saw him approaching, and who had
never seen him in his new character of farmer, or in his farmer habili-

ments, exclaimed in some alarm, ' Yonder comes an Indian.' We were
highly amused at her mistake, which was, however, very pardonable,

considering his unshaven and sunburnt appearance, without hat or coat,

except a kind of frock made of brown holland, which, at a little distance,

gave him much the appearance of one of the natives, especially to one
unaccustomed to seeing savages and backwoodsmen. The ensuing Fourth
of July was celebrated at Marshall, and the oration delivered by the Hon.
Isaac E. Crary, in a little grove near where the court-house now stands, and
the dinner was provided by Mr. Vandenburg. The table was set under
a bower built for the occasion. There was also a ball at Mr. S. Planter's,

who then kept the old Exchange. Since that period the march of im-
provement and civilization has been onward. But one word more in

regard to our village : At one time a plat was made out and recorded
;

many lots were sold, and a number of buildings, both public and private,

were erected, but some of these passed into the hands of speculators, and,

like many other paper cities of 1836, it has had, since that time, a rather

retrograde movement. At present Marengo cannot boast much in the

way of a village, and is willing to yield the palm to her sister towns,

Marshall and Albion ; but for beauty of locality and scenery, for fine

fruit, fine farms, and enterprising farmers, she will yield the palm to

none, and if any one will not admit the truth of this assertion, let them,
on a fine summer's day, ride through Marengo on the south side of the

Kalamazoo, and they will be convinced. The waters of the old spring

bubble up, clear and" bright as of yore. The old log cabin stood until

quite recently, a memento of other days, having been the successive

habitation of at least twenty different families. But the dear companions
of my journey—those idolized parents, and that 'brave and gentle

brother,' where are they ? Alas ! they sleep the sleep that knows no
waking ; they lie low in the village churchyard.

" 'A little spot is all they now require

For their last resting-place. There the green turf

May grow, and flowers may bloom, and sun and rain

May come, but they will ne'er have thought or care

For them again, A stone, a single stone,

Will tell their humble names to passers-by;

But their best monuments will ever be
Engraven on the hearts of those who knew,
Nor yet knew half, their worth, till they were gone.'"

Geo. W. Dryer arrived in with his family in the fall of 1833, and was
the first justice of the peace in the village, being appointed in 1835 by
Stevens T. Mason, who was the acting governor of the territory. S. G.
Pattison, with his family, arrived in May, 1834, and immediately com-
menced teaming between Detroit and Chicago, and for several years did
a very large business, both in freight and passengers. The inhabitants
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were for a long time dependent upon his team for supplies and provi-

sions. At one time when the teams were greatly delayed on account^of

swollen streams, departed bridges, etc., the " settlement " came to actual

want. Mr. Pattison, in this emergency, killed his only cow to supply

their wants, which was dressed and prepared for food, and served to keep
hunger from their doors till the teams arrived with provisions. Messrs.

Pattison and Dryer brought in the first stock of dry -goods and groceries

in the year 1834, but soon gave way to Harris & Austin, who entered

more largely into the mercantile business. Pattison & Dryer then brought
in a drove of cattle from Illinois, (the first brought into town), for the

accommodation of the emigrants, who, at this time, were pouring into

the state in multitudes. In the following spring, 1836, they also brought
in a drove of some 300 head from Indiana, which were readily disposed

of to emigrants. The same year Messrs. Dryer & Pattison broke up new
ground and put into wheat 206 acres.

OBITUARY OF EEV. CALVIN CLARK.

By O. C. Comstock, February 7, 1878.

Rev. Calvin Clark, eldest son of Nathan and Lovica (Edwards) Clark,

of Westhampton, Mass., was born March 27th, 1805. Calvin worked upon
the paternal farm until he reached the age of 21, when he commenced
preparation for college and the ministry in the Presbyterian church.

He had an impediment in his speech, which was a source of great em-
barrassment to him in his earl}^ days, and which was used by his parents

as a reason why he should not become a minister. But above all was
the imperative command, " Feed my lambs." At the age of 17 he expe-

rienced religion, from which time he dated his call to preach. When he
attained his majority he earned, by teaching, enough money to carr\ him
through Williamstown College. During the progress of his theological

studies at Auburn, N. Y,, he was aided to the amount of $200, (which he
subsequently refunded to the educational society from which he received

it), and probably received something from the feeble churches to wliom
he occasionally ministered while in the seminary. It may be said of

him, therefore, that he was a self-made <iian. He came to Calhoun
county immediately after his graduation at Auburn in 1835, and this

county has been his home more or less up to the time of his death, though
he frequently, during the forty-two years of his ministry, has lived in other

places for several consecutive years. He was never without a charge,

and never lost a Sabbath from sickness or because he had no regular

employraent. Mr. Clark had a sound constitution, and possessed almost
uninterrupted good health from infancy to the grave. He was deserv-

edly a very popular man, and more generally and favorably known
throughout the state than any clergyman of my acquaintance. He died

in the city of Marshall June 4th, 1877, aged seventy-two years, two-

months and one week.
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memoeial sketch of thomas chisholm.
By O. C. Comstock.

Thomas Chisholm, of Marengo, Calhoun county, died on the first day
of January, 1877. He was born in Scotland, emigrated into Canada
while in his youth, lived a short time in Clinton county. New York,
thence came to Marshall in 1831. On the first day of September of this

year he bought the farm (in part) upon which he lived for about forty-

five years. At the time of his decease he owned in this county, and I

think all in the the town of Marengo, about eight hundred acres of land,

two-thirds of which is under good cultivation. He also died possessed of

wild lands in adjoining counties, and a large amount of personal prop-
erty. All this accumulation was the product of labor, industry, economy
and sobriety, for he came here poor. He raised a large family of sons
and daughters, who all survive him save one. His estimable widow,
though surrounded by loving children, and occupying her beautiful

home, expressed herself to me as being " all alone." Mr. Chisholm was
in the sixty-ninth year of his age. He had creditably filled important
town offices, and was widely and favorably known.

OBITUARY OF JEREMIAH O. BALCH,
By Rev. F. M. Woods, December, 1875.

In the momentary conversations I have been able to have with friends,

I have only gathered up the following items of memorial concerning
the deceased :

Jeremiah 0. Balch, whose remains lie before us, was descended from
a pious ancestry, both his father and grand-father being ministers of

the gospel. He was born in 1781 in Barrington, New Hampshire, where
he was also reared and received his early education. This was thorough,
and fitted him life-long for masterly acquirements, his gifts being more
than ordinar}^, and his training giving him a readiness to accomplish
almost anything he undertook. His early life was spent in his native
state. When he entered political life, espousing the Democracy of the
old Jackson type, he was elected to office, spending some time in the state

legislature. Subsequently he removed to New York, where he was en-

gaged in mercantile pursuits, or in writing for and editing newspapers
in Leroy, Rockport and Rochester. He removed to this state in 1836,
remaining from that time till 1870 mainly in this county, and for the
most part in Marshall, where he was known intimately by the older per-

sons who remain for 34 years. He was a practical printer by trade, but
spent much of his time in writing articles for the press, which were
usually discriminating and forcible. Indeed, he seems to have used the
pen of a ready writer, and all who mingled with him in political strife

well remember the scorching ordeals to which the subjects of his criti-

cisms were exposed. His views changed while in connection with the
Statesman of this city, veering from the Jacksonian principles of De-
mocracy to espousing first the principles of the Whig party, and subse-
quently those of the Republican party.
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His life, since he left Marshall, has been spent with his children in

St. Louis, Detroit or Chicago ; and for a number of years previous to this

he has been laid aside from active pursuits by on-coming infirmities.

The body in its fullness has obeyed the law of its inheritance, while the
mind has been clear and vigorous almost up to the last—so much so that
he kept himself well abreast of the current topics of the day, and seemed
profoundly interested in events transpiring. His end came on Thurs-
day evening, brought about by increasing years and infirmity.

Thus closed a somewhat eventful, and for the most part busy and
greatly lengthened life—for he was, as you see, within six years of 100
years old. Remarkable that, only attained by one rarely, and that at

the ordeal of experiencing the truth of Scripture :
" The daj^s of our years

are three-score j^^ears and ten ; and if by reason of strength they be four-

score years, j^et is their strength labor and sorrow, for it is soon cut off

and we fly aw^ay."

GRATIOT COUNTY.
History of Gkatiot County fbom 1850 to 1860.

—

By General, Ealph Ely.

Until the year 1850 Gratiot count}'^ was an unbroken forest, known
only to the aborigines of the country. Previous to that time the oppor-
tunities for obtaining fertile lands, in the more southern and better

known portions of this state and northern Ohio, turned the attention of

emigrants in that direction. It was not, therefore, till after the more
southern counties were quite well settled and improved that those whose
means made it necessary turned their attention to the northern and less

settled regions of the state.

It will be seen at a glance that Gratiot county occupied a peculiar

situation in the geography of the country. While other counties earlier

known and settled were connected with the frontiers by continuous bodies
of beautiful and inviting country, this county was surrounded by such
appearances as were, to say the least, far from inviting, if not forbidding.

It was as if nature had selected some of the finest agricultural lands in

the state, and purposely hid it away from the avarice of the early specu-

lator, and held it in reserve for her favored sons, as noble and industrious

a company of pioneers as ever built a cabin or marked a trail.

About the beginning of 1850 a few settlers commenced improvements
in the southwestern portion of the county. Among these early settlers

were Henry Lane, Geo. E. Walker, L. B. Loomis, B. Locke and others.

About the same time two or three families moved into what is now the
township of Fulton, on the south line of the county, among which were
two brothers, in honor of whom the township was named, and Mr.
Arnold Payne, whose ample cabin and generous heart made it a pleasant

stopping place for the pioneer for several years during the early settle-

ment of the county.
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During the immediately following j^ears some small additions were

made to the settlements of these two townships; however, the commence-
ment of 1854 found not a white settler in the county outside of these

townships, except at the Lutheran mission, established some years before

among the Indians, near the north line of the county on the bank of

Pine river.

In the spring of 1854 Mr. R. Ely moved his family, consisting of his

wife, one son and three daughters, to the bank of Pine river, and erected

himself a cabin, where is now situated the pleasant and thrifty village

of Alma.
This village was platted by Mr. Ely, and at first called Elj'ton, but as

he early erected a mill on the river at that place it was more familiarly

known as Ely's Mills. Mr. Ely was the first settler in what is now known
as the township of Arcada (11 north, 8 west).

In February of this year two men, Russell Deven and Rodney Way,
became the first settlers of Washington township (9 north, 2 west). Soon
after James Richmond made the first settlement in Newark (10 north, 3

west), and in the May following H. T. Barnaby and Peter Hoffman made
the first settlement in North Star (10 north, 2 west). In the fall of the

same year Mr. Wm. Huntington, Mr. Hickman and Mr. Strayer com-
menced a settlement in Sumner (11 north, 4 west) ; Joseph Burnet, in New
Haven (10 north, 4 west) ; E. Curtis and Wm. Barton, in Hamilton (10

north, 1 west); Mr. S. Groom, Mr. CJapp and others in Pine River (12

north, 3 west); 0. A. Erndon, M. Pettit, Dr. J. A. Guthrie and others in

Emerson (11 north, 2 west) ; Mr. Malor}^, James Shults and others in

Seville (12 north, 4 west) ; Elba (9 north, 1 west), contained some settlers

before the expiration of this year. Fourteen of the townships of the

county were more or less settled before the expiration of this year, al-

though at its commencement there was not a white settler outside of the

township of North Shade and Fulton. The only place within reach of

and accessible to these early settlers was the village of Maple Rapids, in

the northern part of Clinton county. In fact the only bridge across the

Maple river anywhere coterminous with this county was at that place.

The village of Maple Rapids at this time, besides a few dwelling houses,

boasted of one store, one hotel, a saw and grist-mill, blacksmith shop and
saloon. A trail had been for many years previous traveled by the Indians
through the central portion of the county to the Lutheran mission near
the north line of the county. Along this trail or near it Mr. Ely opened
a road sufficient for the passage of teams, known as the old trail road.

•Soon after Mr. Ely had moved into the county he opened a road through
the woods, direct from his residence on Pine river to the said village of

Maple Rapids. Still another road was opened diverging from the old

trail through the township of North Star into Hamilton. These three

were for a long time the only roads leading out of the county in any
direction. The usual way of repairing the roads was for any one who
found a place in the road that he was afraid to undertake to drive

through, to take his axe, with which he was always supposed to be pro-

vided, and cut around it. Thus the width of the road was made to vary
from two or three rods to a quarter of a mile, and the traveler could



266 Pioneer Society of Michigan.

make his selection. At the session of the legislature in 1855 the county
was organized, and the organic act provided for holding an election for

county officers on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November fol-

lowing. At this same session, or during the same winter, the following

townships were organized, viz: Fulton, New Haven, North Star, Arcada,
Emerson, and Pine River. In all, with North Shade, which had been
previously organized, seven. At this time the north half of the county
was attached to Saginaw for all purposes, and the south half to Clinton

county.

At the spring election in 1855 the following named persons were
elected supervisors of the several townships : North Shade, Henry Lowe;
Fulton, Wm. Norton; North Star, Benjamin Crawford; New Haven, Jo-

seph H. Bennett; Arcada, Francis Nelson; Emerson, M. Pettit; Pine
River, Hiram Burges.

The summer of 1855 w^as the wettest ever known in this county, and
the winter following an extremely severe one, the snow lying on the

ground until April. In the meantime the county had been filling up
with settlers—so much so, indeed, that every portion of the counties south
and previously settled were thoroughly canvassed for everything that

would answer for food for man or beast.

During this rapid settlement and development of the county, three

rival villages were platted and business established, mills built and efforts

made to secure the location of the county seat. At Alma, (then known
as Elyton), by Ralph Ely as principal ; at Ithaca by John Jeffry ; and at

St. Louis by Wm. Clapp and S. Greene. In the act of organizing the

county it was provided that the sheriff, county clerk and county treasurer

of said county, to be elected at the first election, should designate a place

in the township of Pine River for holding the circuit courts and the

county offices until 1860 ; then it was made the duty of the board of

supervisors to establish the county seat. At the passage of the act organ-

izing the county the township of Pine River included two townships,

Arcada and Pine River, with the two villages Alma and St. Louis, both
situated on Pine river, about four miles distant from each other. The
first election being close at hand, the several interests were looking after

candidates for nomination and election who they had reason to believe

would best serve the interests of their locality in designating the place

for holding the courts and county offices, which was looked upon at that

time of vital importance and lasting benefit to the successful village or

locality. A thorough canvass was made, which caused many a long and
weary tramp through tlie woods from one settlement to another, guided
only by nature's guides and the pocket compass. Candidates were put
in nomination to suit the different interests. The successful candidates

were Geerge E. Walker, of North Shade township, sheriff; O. M. Wood,
of Hamilton township, clerk ; and Ralph Ely, of Arcada township, treas-

urer. It was well known to the voters through the county that two of

these officers, the sheriff and treasurer, were in favor of designating Alma
as the place for holding the courts and county offices, as provided in tlie

organic act. The result of this election, it was supposed, had settled the

question of county seat until 1860 at least, and all returned to their
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homes in humble submission to the will of the people. But the end was
not yet. The phraseology of the act providing for the canvass Avas so

ambiguous that it was differently construed. As a result, when the can-

vassers met, three appeared from some towns, while others sent but one.

Finally it was agreed that all present should be members. The mem-
bers then organized by electing Francis Nelson, of Arcada, chairman,
and Elijah Porter, of Pine River, secretary. Upon examination of the

returns from the several townships it was found that several were slightly

defective in form, and in conformity to the wishes of some present, who
were not satisfied with the then known result of the election, those towns
giving the largest majorities for the sheriff and treasurer elect were thrown
out, which, if allowed, would materially change the election and give the

offices to other parties. Among the returns of towns thrown out were
those of Arcada. The chairman, supervisor of that town, very appro-

priately followed his returns, and left the chair vacant. There was a

dilemma they had not anticipated. However, another member, Hiram
Burges, was called to the chair and the canvass proceeded, and resulted

in the declaration of the election of officers, not in accordance with the

expressed wish of the people by their votes. These facts having come to

the knowledge of those particularly affected by this change, a consulta-

tion was had with the president and secretary of the board of canvassers,

and as a result a further canvass was had and all the votes were counted
and certificates of election issued to the officers receiving the majority vote

of the people. This ended the first election and canvass of the county.

An act had been passed by Congress, (known as the graduation act),

reducing the price of land to fifty cents in Gratiot and Isabella counties

to actual settlers, which greatly increased the sale of lands throughout
this and other counties of the state where government land could be
found. This act, however, resulted disastrously to the county. Before
this the immigration was quite as great as the county could bear, but
immediately on the reduction of the price of land every man who could
raise forty or earn twenty dollars purchased eighty or forty acres.

A proclamation immediately followed, that every one who had pur-

chased land under this act must reside upon it within one year from the

date of purchase, or forfeit it. This was very oppressive and ill-timed.

Hundreds of men with large families were thus summarily hurried into

the woods, some of them without sufficient means left to buy a meal.

The country south of this as far as the capital was comparatively new,,

but little if any more provisions being there than was necessary for their

own consumption. It therefore became a serious question where to pro-

cure food, especially without money. The people soon began to com-
plain of hard times. Provisions of all kinds were scarce. The nearest

mill to which the people could get their small grists of corn ground was
at Matherton, in Ionia county, making a journey of from thirty or forty

miles for a large portion of the inhabitants. Many families ground their

corn for bread for a long time in coffee mills ; others grated it on graters,

and many a corn-cake was made and eaten, the meal of which was made
by planing the corn from the ear. Language will fail to picture the
hardships endured and the heroism displayed by both men and women
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during those two or three years. Some left the country, disposing of

what they had in the county for merely enough to get away with. Others
braved it through, and are now reaping their reward in plenty.

In the seasons of 1855 and 1856 the crops were very severely injured

by frost ; the first wheat crop was an entire failure, which added largely

to the distress and scarcity of provisions. The constant travel and team-
ing over the roads, which at that time were destitute of bridges or cross-

ways, rendered them almost impassable. Here it became necessary for

those living in the north part of the county to resort to boats, and follow

the river to Saginaw and procure provisions there, polling and towing
their canoes up the stream homeward, a distance by water of over one
hundred miles.

Mr. Ely, who had during this time furnished a large amount of pro-

visions for the settlers, hauling them in over the roads from Ionia, Mather-

ton and Maple Rapids, conceived the idea of building large or double

canoes, which, when completed resembled a small flat or pall boat, for

the purpose of obtaining supplies from Saginaw by water. The boat was
made out of two ]arge pine trees, making one side and one-half of the

bottom from each tree, the two then being bolted together and strength-

ened by cross-bars. With this boat Mr. Ely succeeded in supplying a

large number by contributing largely from his own means. By this time

quite a feeling of jealousy had been created between the two rival villages,

Alma and St. Louis, each, of course, anxious to out-do the other in enter-

prise and improvement. A question arose as to the right of an individual

to navigate the river with boat, also the right to construct a dam in the

river, so as to prevent the free passage of boats and timber; the propri-

etors of St. Louis claiming they had the right to build just such a dam
as they pleased ; those at Alma claimed the right to navigate the river

at their pleasure. In the summer of 1855 a saw mill was built at St.

Louis; the raising of the frame required all the help of both men and
women for many miles around, and which could not have been raised at

that time had it not been for the timely helping ha^id of those noble

pioneer women, who were ever ready and willing to help in time of need.

A dam was being constructed to furnish the mill with water-power, and
during the month of September of that year, and while Mr. Ely was at

Saginaw with his boat after a load of provisions with which to supply his

own household and neighbors, all of which were depending on his return

to Alma for the necessaries of life, the timber for the dam was put in,

and the dam so far completed as to render the passage of boats, rafts or

timber up or down impossible. It was believed and understood by those

living in the vicinity of Alma that the dam was so constructed with the

intention of stopping the navigation of the river above St. Louis. These
people did not feel disposed to submit to this encroachment of what they

believed to be their right, without at least a contest in the courts. On
the arrival of Mr. Ely's boat at St. Louis many were eager to learn the

result. Quite a number had by this time assembled at Alma, awaiting

the arrival of Mr. Ely's boat, in order to obtain provisions for their fam-

ilies, some of which lived fifteen miles distant. Learning of the obstruc-

tion in the river at St. Louis and the arrival of Mr. Ely's boat at that



Annual Meeting of 1878. 269

place, quite a number went there with bags on their arms in hopes to

obtain provisions for their then destitute families, from Mr. Ely's boat at

that place. On being told tliat the boat must arrive at Alma before the

package could be opened, and no assistance being offered by the propri-

etors of St. Louis to get the boat over or around the dam, after mature
deliberation and council among those present, it was determined that

under the necessity of the case, and right claimed to a free passage of the
river, that a passage-way should be made and maintained ; after which
one Henry Sweeting, then a resident of Pine River township, was selected

to strike the first blow. In obedience to such selection, Mr. Sweeting
took an axe and deliberately cut some of the timbers, which sent a large

proportion of the dam on the way to Saginaw. Mr. Ely's boat was then
taken to Alma ; the load of provisions distributed by Mr. Ely to all

present in want, in proportion to the number of their families, to those

unable to pay as well as to those with plenty of money. By this gene-
rous act many a husband and father was enabled to return to his home
with heavy loads on their backs, and tired limbs, but with light hearts

;

thus ended the daming of the river for that year, except, possibly, the

expressions of some of the proprietors of St. Louis were a little mixed
with that article ; subsequently, and after seeing legal counsel, a dam
was built, a suitable passage-way provided for boats, rafts and timber,

which ended the controversy in that direction.

The fall of 1856 was expressly noted for two uncommon events : the
great number of wild beasts that were in the woods, and the dense smoke
that shut out the sun and almost everything else from sight for nearly a

week. So thick was the smoke that the largest objects could not be seen
or more than three or four feet. Animals of all kinds were driven from
the woods by the fires that were burning everywhere, into the roads,

streams and fields, and cases occurred where men and animals came in

collision before seeing each other—some cattle died from the effect of the
smoke ; the fish in the streams were floating on their backs, so stifled they
might have been picked up b}'' hundreds. Some of the settlers were
seriously affected ; one man, a Mr. Johnson, of Hamilton, died, as was
supposed, from its effects.

In the summer of 185G Mr. Wm. Comstock, now, as then, a resident

of Ithaca, purchased and brought into the county a printing press, and
commenced the publication of a weekly paper, giving it the name of the
Gratiot News, having the honor of introducing the first enterprise of the
kind north of Maple river. The rapid settlement of the county, the

hard time, bad season, and uneven bad roads, was really a great calamity
to the county, giving it the name of starving Gratiot. The writer has
felt more combative than religious, sometimes, when having the term
starving Gratiot flaunted in his face. Just stop a moment and contem-
plate the fact, that in 1854 the whole of this county was a dense and
pathless forest, and that in the brief term of six years—till 1860—5,000
people were living in the county, and that no surplus of provisions was
raised within fifty miles of the county in either direction then you will

very readily see the hard times may be attributed to something else

than natural poverty of the county.
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MEMOEIAL OF THE LATE ALVIN N. HART.

Read FEBRrAKY 7th, 1878, at the Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society.

Alvin N. Hart was born in Cornwall, Connecticut, Februarj' 11th,

1804. He resided with his parents on the farm until he was fifteen years

of age. He received his education in the academy of Sharon, Connecti-

cut, and at the college in Amherst, Massachusetts, finishing it in the latter

institution. He was married at Utica, New York, Jul}^ 8th, 1828, to Miss

Charlotte F. Ball, daughter of the late Dr. Benjamin 'Ball, of Trindall,

Franklin county, Massachusetts. Residing at Utica for three years, he

then removed to the territory of Michigan.

Mr. Hart cut his way fourteen miles through the forest to his point of

destination, locating and beginning his pioneer life where the city of

Lapeer now stands. He camped under a large elm tree, which is still

standing, a respected landmark ! His son, R. G. Hart, has placed upon
it a lightning-rod to protect it from further destruction by lightning. He
built the first building (a log cabin), in that vicinity, and moved into it

November 11th, 1831, with his family, consisting of his wife and child,

the present B. E. Hart, of Lansing, and Joel M Palmer, who is still living

and resides at Lapeer—a hale, time-honored, wealthy pioneer, the oldest

now living.

In the spring of 1832, Mr. Hart was appointed sheriff of Lapeer

county, and at the election in the fall of 1835, in which the constitution

of the new state was submitted and adopted, he was elected a representa-

tive to the state legislature. In 1842 he was elected supervisor of Lapeer

township, and held the ofiice for the succeeding seven years. In 1843

Mr. Hart was elected state senator from the sixth senatorial district, which

then comprised the counties of Lapeer, Oakland, Genesee, Shiawassee,

Tuscola, Saginaw and the Upper Peninsula. In 1846 be was elected the

first judge of the Lapeer county court for a term of four years, and in

1847 he was again elected to the state senate to fill the vacancy occa-

sioned by the death of Senator Witherbee, and re-elected in 1848 for the

regular term. He buried his wife in August, 1850, having previously

buried' three daughters while young, and afterwards one son, Danforth A.

Hart, who died April 21st, 1853, at the age of twenty-one. His surviving

children are B. E. Hart, of Lansing; R. G. Hart, of Lapeer; Mrs. Bell

Hamilton and Arthur N. Hart, of Lansing. In 1856 he was again elected

a justice of the peace. In 1860 he removed to the city of Lansing, and
in 1863 was elected member of the common council, a position which he

held at the time of his death. In 1870 he was elected a representative

from Ingham county to the state legislature, and materially aided in

securing the appropriation which was made for the erection of the new
state capitol now almost completed. He was a man of great energy, ear-

nest in all his purposes, a clear and careful politician, ever holding the

public interest as a sacred duty. He always took a lively interest in all

matters pertaining to the development and growth of his city and county.

His advice and opinions were much sought in the counsels of both, and

he contributed freely and generously to every enterprise tending to their

prosperity and welfare. He was one of the projectors of that portion of
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the Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad, running from Lansing
to Owosso, and was a director in the Detroit and Bay City Railroad. He
was a consistent member of the Presbyterian denomination, being one of

the founders of the flourishing church of that sect in Lapeer, and also of

the one in North Lansing. His death occurred August 22d, 1874.

From the many tributes to his memory that appeared in the public
journals at that time, we copy the following from the Detroit Free Press,

which says, editorially

:

" The telegraph brought news Saturday of the death of Judge Alvin
N. Hart, of Lansing, a man well known in almost every section of the
state. His disease was typhoid pneumonia, and he died within one week
from the first active symptoms of the disease, though he had not been in

good health for some time previous.
" The deceased was seventy years of age, and had resided in Lansing

for nearly a score of years, coming there from Lapeer, where he had long
been a resident. He was a pioneer in Lansing, and as such he did much
to hasten the growth of the city. No private character could be more
blameless than his, and his public record gave satisfaction even to those
who were his political opponents. He served two terms in the state sen-

ate many years ago, and two terms in the house, his last being in 1871.

It was through his eflforts more than any other person that Lansing was
furnished with railroad communication, and his liberality in making
local improvements has greatly benefited the capital city. He had been
a member of the common council almost uninterruptedly since the or-

ganization of that body, and death could not have taken one who will

be more missed in Lansing. He was a life-long democrat, holding rigidly

to his views without pressing them upon others, and he was well known
to Michigan politicians. He leaves two sons and a daughter at Lansing,
and another son at Lapeer, and an estate worth half a million dollars."

From a Lapeer correspondent to the Free Press

:

",The funeral of the late Judge A. N. Hart took place at Lapeer on
Tuesday, and the high estimation in which the deceased stood in the
community was manifested by the concourse that collected to see the last

of this good man who had done so much for the cit}^ of Lapeer, where
he was the first settler. His remains were brought from Lansing. The
mayor and common council of Lansing and the Odd Fellows accom-
panied the remains to Lapeer, and a special car draped in mourning con-
veyed them through. The}'' were met at Lapeer by the mayor and
common council of the city, and numerous other friends of the deceased.
The stores were all closed and draped in mourning. The court-house,
which the judge built, and the strong pillars by which it is supported,
were entwined in mourners' garb. State street was crowded to excess as
the long procession moved to the Presbyterian church where the service

was performed by Rev. Mr. Foster. The singing was most exceedingly
touching, Mrs. Vincent being the organist. Miss Hicks, S. N. Vincent,
Benjamin Loder and Mr. Phillips the vocal part. The lofty tree that
overlooks the city, under which the judge pitched his tent, received its

full share of crape. It was here where the bears and wolves howled
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around him in the wilderness, and he had no road to escape until the

woodman's axe could make it. The judge has now gone to his last home,
where he will be rewarded for the good he has done on earth."

•JACKSON COUNTY.

Historical Sketch of the City of Jackson, Mich., by Michaei, Shoemaker.

The city of Jackson, the county seat of Jackson county, is situated on
Grand river, and has now within its limits the southwest quarter of sec-

tion 25, the south half of sections 26 and 27, the southeast quarter of

section 28, the east half of section 33, all of sections 34 and 35, and the

west half of section 36, in town two south of range one west, and the west

half of section 1, all of sections 2 and 3, the east half of section 4, the

northeast quarter of section 9, the north half of sections 10 and 11, and
the northwest quarter of section 12, in town three south of range one
west of the principal meridian.

These lands were bought from the United States, and the entry of the

purchase registered at the land oflQces at Monroe and White Pigeon in

parcels as follows

:

Section 25, T. 2 S., R. 1 W.

S. W. i^of a W. i, and N.^ E. 1 of/ j^^^. . ^ j^^^-^j^^

N. W. i of S. W. i,
'

.
'

.
'

. Charles Ferry.

S. E. i of S. W. 1, . . . Thomas Blakely.

Section 26, T. 2 S., R. 1 W.

S. W. 5, Samuel Hamlin.
E. 1 S. E. i, . . . . Silas Titus.

W."i S. E. i, . . . . E. M. Worthington.

Section 27, T. 2 S., R. 1 W.

S. W. J, Aaron Eames.
S. E. 1 Nathaniel Russ.

Section 28, T. 2 S., R. 1 W.

S. E. ^, Jeremiah Marvin.

Section 33, T. 2 S., R. 1 W.

W. I S. E. i and W. J N. E. i, . John Daniels.

E. I S. E. i, . . . . John Van Vrankin.

E. J N. E. i, . . . ... George B. Cooper and M. Flint.
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Section 34, T. 2 S., R. 1 W.

S. E. J, . . . . . Horace Blackmail.

E. ^ S. W. :|^, Chauncey C. Lewis.

W. 1 S. W. i, . . . . Anson Newton.
E. 1 N. E. i, Nathaniel Russ.

W."^ N. E. i, . . . . Ezekiel T. Kitchel.

N. W. J Jesse Baird.

Section 35, T. 2 S., R. 1 W.

W. 1 S. W. i, . . . . Benjamin H. Packard.

E, I S. W. J, . . . . . Benjamin Davis.

W. 1 N. E. i and E. i N. W. i ,. Lemuel Blackman.
S. E. i, S. S. and Morgan Collins.

S. W. i N. W. i, . . . . Christopher C. Darling.

E. 1^ N. E. i, . . . . Constant McGuire.
N. W. i N. W. i, . . . . Anthony Teneyck.

Section 36, T. 2 S., R. 1 W,

A¥. 1 S. W. i, . . . . Amasa B. Gibson.

N. W. i and E. | S. W. i . . Jeremiah and Augustus A. Bennett.

Section 1, T. 3 S., R. 1 W.

W. I, Geo. "W. Little and Frederick House.

Section 2, T. 3 S., R. 1 W.

W. i S. E. i and E. i S. W. i, . A. Rumney and G. Wilconan.
N. W. ^, . . . . . Jeremiah Bennett.

AV. 1 S. W. i, . . . . Augustus A. Bennett.

N. IN E. 1 . . . . Elijah Case.

S. 1 N. E. 1, Elijah W. Morgan.
N. E. 1 S. E. 1

. . . . John Durand.
S. E. 1 S. E. 1, . . . . Lemuel S. House.

Section 3, T. 3 S., R. 1 W.

N. E. ^, Benjamin H. Packard.
N. W. i and W. i S. W. i, . . Elijah W. Morgan.
E. i^ S. E. ^, . . . . Augustus A. Bennett.

W.^'i S. E. 1, Samuel Stoddard.
N. E. iS. W.i, . . . John N. Dwight.
S. E. 1 S. W. i, . . . . Samuel Hamlin.

Section 4, T. 3 S., R. 1 W.

W. 1 S. E. i and N. i N. E. i, . John T. Durand.
S. J N. E. i, Henry Looker.

Elijah W. Morgan.
18
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Section 9, T. 3 S., R. 1 W.

S. W. i N. E. i, . . . . John T. Durand.
N. W. i N. E. 1 and E. J N. E. i, William Lazalere.

Section 10, T. 3 S, R. 1 W.

N. W. i and W. J N. E. i, . Orin Gregory.

E. i N. E. i, Pirum Ripley.

Section 11, T. 3 S., R. 1 W.

]sf. E. J,
Augustus A. Bennett.

N. E. i N. W. i, . . . . John Riley.

W. * N. W. i, . . . . Pirum Ripley.

S. E. i N. W. i, , . . . Jonathan Dun.

Section 12, T. 3 S., R. 1 W.

N. W. i, W. & J. Kneeland.

settlement.

The first settlement on the site of what is now the city of Jackson,

by white people, was made in 1829. A portion of the ground had been

occupied and cultivated by the Indians long anterior to the appearance

of the white man. Corn, and probably other crops, had been raised on

a clearing near where the Congregational church now stands.

The site of Jackson was a favorite camping ground for the Indians,

and a central point for their trails, leading to all parts of the Indian ter-

ritory, prophetic, as it were, of the future in store for it, in becoming one

of the principal railroad centers in the state. Some nine or more of these

trails diverged from this place, among them the great Washtenaw, the

St. Joseph, and the Chicago trails, the marks of some of which are yet

visible, and which, a few years since, could be distinctly traced for some
distance both east and west of the city. On the west bank of the river,

where it was crossed by the great St. Joseph's trail, was an Indian bury-

ing ground, but there was no Indian village located within what are now
the bounds of the city.

A more forbidding site for a village or city than that chosen for Jack-

son could not in all probability have been found in the state of Michigan.

The low ground was a swamp, the high land a succession of sand knolls

or hills of a very uneven character, interspersed with springs and bog-

holes. The river bottom was heavily timbered, very low and wet, and
so difficult to improve that it was thirty years after the town was started

before there was a good, well established street passing through it. In

making improvements, such as laying water-pipe, or building sewers, we
now find the old log causeways several feet below the surface of the

ground, and this on ground as high as Main at First street. The sand

hills were no more than were needed to fill the adjacent spring-like
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marshes, and properly fitting the ground either for streets or for building

purposes. These were formidable obstacles to face, and to think of over-

coming in a new and unsettled country; but here the great Washtenaw
trail crossed Grand river; here was a concentration of Indian trails,

showing that it was a point important to the native inhabitants of the

territory, and therefore likely to become so when the country should be-

come settled and cultivated. It was also directly west of Ann Arbor, the

county seat of Washtenaw county, and might therefore hope some day in

the not far distant future to aspire to become the county seat of a new
county, which was also as yet a thing to be hoped for.

Here, then, on the third day of July, 1829, after a two days' journey
** in spying out the land " from Ann Arbor, came Mr. Horace Blackman,
a young man from Tioga county, New York, who was looking for a home
in " the west" for his father's family and himself, Capt. Alexander Laverty,

then a resident of Ann Arbor, and Pe-wi-tun, a Pottawattomie Indian.

Mr. Blackman was one of the advance guard of the great army of emi-
grants who were in a few years to overrun the great west, and under
whose thundering blows and unconquerable energy its gloomy forests and
bleak prairies were to be subdued, and made the pleasant, happy homes
of teeming millions of the most enterprising and prosperous people the

world has ever known.
Horace Blackman was looking for a "location"—he was seeking a

home, and when he had crossed Grand river he did not perhaps exclaim,
" If you seek a beautiful peninsula, look around you," but he certainly

made up his mind that on this spot he would cast his fortune ; and he
pitched his tent on the southeast quarter of section thirty-four, town two
south, of range one west. The judgment of Mr. Blackman has been jus-

tified by time, for this land is now in the heart of the city of Jackson,
its south line being the line of Main street from near Grand river, and
running thence west half a mile, being not only of the most valuable
grounds, but also having upon it some of the most substantial, valuable
and ornamental buildings in the city.

Capt. Alexander Laverty did not locate any lands within what are

now the city limits. He appears at this time to have acted rather in the
capacity of pioneer and woodman, for which, by experience and habit, he
was eminently qualified. The Indian Pe-wi-tun was their guide, know-
ing the direction of the trails, and able to show them the country on
either side, then return to the trail, and continue the exploration until

the desired location should be found and determined upon.
After deciding upon the land he should purchase, Mr. Blackman and his

party returned to Ann Arbor. From thence he went to the United States

land office at Monroe, and made entry of his quarter section, being the
first government land bought within what are now the limits of the city.

Mr. Blackman and his brother Russell, who had now joined him, taking
with them some men to help them, went in the fall of this year from
Ann Arbor and put up a log cabin on his land, preparatory to his occu-
pation of it in the spring. This was the first house built in what is now
the city of Jackson, and probably the first in the county built by a white
man. This house was built on the lot on Trail street, where Mr,
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John T. Durand lived for many years, and known as the Durand place.

This lot has ever since been in possession of the Blackman family, Mr.

Durand having married Miss Silence D. Blackman in 1833. They were

the first to celebrate that interesting ceremony in the village of Jackson-

burgh, and were probably the first couple married in the county.

The legislative council of the territory of Michigan, by an act "ap-

proved October 29th, 1829," created a new tier of counties west of Wash-
tenaw, consisting of Jackson, Calhoun, Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and Berrien.

Mr. Blackman's '' location" was at the geographical center of Jackson

county, and was the point where the territorial road crossed Grand river,

which was the only thoroughfare running east and west north of the

Chicago road. This gave the location unusual importance, and on the

14th of January, 1830, the commissioners who were locating the road,

with some citizens of Ann Arbor, among whom were Isaiah W. Bennett,

Capt. A. Laverty, Edwin Clark, Zenas Nash, Jr., Samuel VanFossen,

AVilliam Hunt Russell and Henry Rumsey, who had accompanied them
from that place, volunteering to go as far as the crossing of Grand River,

arrived here and made their headquarters in the log house of Mr. Black-

man, then unoccupied, and without doors and windows.. They remained

here two days and nights, and before their separation, those from Ann
Arbor to return home, and the commissioners to pursue their labors

towards Lake Michigan, tliey decided that so important a place, one in

which they had enjoyed so jolly a time, should no longer be nameless and
unknown.

After profound consideration they unanimously decided that the com-

ing city should be called Jacksonburgh. As they were disposed to rejoice

over so momentous an event as the giving a name to a future city, whose

importance they doubtless foresaw, the commissioners on the one hand,

and the citizens of Ann Arbor on the other, determined, in the joy of

their hearts, to celebrate the christening, and they did so, "without

thought for the morrow," the result of which was, they made such inroads

on their stock of provisions and beverages that the Ann iVrbor party had

a quart of flour left to sustain them on a two days' tramp, and the com-

missioners were obliged to quit the field of their labors at Kalamazoo, as

they had exhausted their stock of provisions, and had suffered great

hardship from having had nothing stronger than water to drink since

leaving Jackson.

The volunteers from Ann Arbor had a sorry time on their return trip.

In the morning they wet up their flour with water, baked it in a frying

pan, and divided it into eight pieces, that being their number, and started

with the knowledge that they must travel thirty miles before they could

find food or shelter. It was in the heart of winter, the snow was a foot

deep, and the yoke of cattle, which constituted their team, had subsisted

on browse for several days, could with difficulty haul their wagon through

the frozen streams. They, after great fatigue and suffering, finally reached

"Clements" and "McCarty's" late at night, so wet and cold that they

were near perishing. Here they were made comfortable, and reached

home the next day, where they told a moving tale of the sufferings they

had endured.
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This may be considered the initial point in the history of the city of

Jackson, and what is it? a name, and nothing more; no cultivation of

the ground, no house, no inhabitant, but yet sufficient confidence in this

location, in this concentration of trails, to decide that its future would
be such as to justify their action in giving it a name.

This friendly act of the citizens of Ann Arbor, in accompanying the

commissioners as far as Grand river, had other and more important
results upon the interests of the new village than the mere giving of it

a name.
Of this party was Isaiah W. Bennett, who, believing that the place

from its location must become one of some importance, determined to

make it the home of his family, and to trust his fortunes to its future.

Mr. Bennett, in company with Mr. John Daniels, had been over the
ground in the fall of 1829. He now located and entered at the land
office for himself and his brothers, Augustus A. Bennett and Jeremiah
Bennett, seven hundred and twenty-one acres of land, all of which is now
within the limits of the city of Jackson, and among the most valuable
portions of it. It was principally through the influence of Mr. Bennett
that other lands were located by Dr. Benjamin H. Packard, Chauncey C.

Lewis, Lemuel S. House, and William R. Thompson, who were then
known as the Ann Arbor party.

The first actual settlement was made in the spring of 1830, by Isaiah

W. Bennett, William R. Thompson, Benjamin H. Packard, Elijah W.
Morgan, Chauncey C. Lewis, and others, of the Ann Arbor party.

Mr. Bennett and Mr. Thompson, who had bought the quarter section

on Grand river, immediately above the land of Mr. Blackman, deter-

mined to establish a right to the water-power before the return of Mr.
Horace Blackman, who they knew would soon arrive from the east with
his family and friends, and who would claim it for his location. They
accordingly made arrangements at once for help, which they brought
from Ann Arbor, and proceeded to build a dam, race and saw-mill on
their lands on the river, next above the land of Mr. Blackman. The
dam was some distance above the present one, the race was on the west
side of the river, and the saw-mill was near the present site of the water
w«rks.

The second house in the village was a large double log house, on
Main street, on the lot on which is now the marble front block of stores

built by Wiley R. Reynolds and M. B. Breitenback. This house was
built by Isaiah W. Bennett and William R. Thompson on their lands, to

accommodate the workmen who came here for the purpose of building
their saw-mill and making other improvements. This large and com-
modious building was for several years occupied as a tavern, and was for

most of that time the most notable place of resort in the growing village.

Linus Gillett and wife, and Josephus Case and his wife, were of those
who came with the party who were engaged to build the mill, Mr. Case
being a blacksmith, and Mr. and Mrs. Gillett were to board the workmen
when a house should be provided in which they could live. Until the
second house was inclosed they all occupied the house of Mr. Blackman.
Mrs. Gillett and Mrs. Case were the first white women who settled in
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Jackson county. Mr. Gillett placed his anvil on a stump, cut off proper
height, and faced down for that purpose. This was without cover. At
the same time came John Wickham, mill-wright; Hiram Thompson,
brother of William R. Thompson; Jason Barlow, George Mayo, Stephen
Town, and James Caniff, all of whom were in the employ of Messrs.
Bennett and Thompson, working on the saw-mill, mill-dam and board-
ing house.

Mr. Horace Blackman returned to his new made home in May, 1830,
bringing with him his father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel Black-
man, his brothers Russell, Levi, George and Francis, his three sisters, his

brother-in-law, Elizur B. Chapman, and William R. DeLand, his wife and
two children. All of this little colony lived in the house built the fall

before by Horace Blackman, until they could build houses of their own,
which was soon accomplished by these hardy pioneers.

Mr. John Durand, his son John T. Durand, his daughter and nephew,
arrived here on the first day of June, 1830. Both of the Durands bought
government lands and settled within the present limits of the city. Mr.
John Durand built a log house on the northeast corner of the northeast
quarter of section four. The site on which this house stood is now in
Main street, in front of the west end school-house. The Durands went
to work industriously on their land, chopping and clearing, so as to pre-

pare it as soon as possible for the much needed crop. To them belongs
the honor of being the first to sow winter wheat in the county of Jackson;
to scatter broadcast the seed for that crop which has always since been
the great staple, not only of the county, but of all Michigan.

Mr. John Durand was a consistent and earnest member of the Meth-
odist church, and his labors and praj^ers did much to build up and keep
together the little society, in the early days of that church in Jackson.
He continued to reside on his place, an industrious and useful member
of society until his death in June, 1852.

In September, 1830, Dr. Samson Stoddard came, with others, to Jack-
sonburg, and he was the first physician to locate in the county. Dr.
Stoddard was the first county clerk and county treasurer in and for the
county of Jackson. He held both offices from the organization of the
county until 1836. After remaining in Jackson several years. Dr. Stoddard
removed to Spring Arbor, where he lived honored and respected, until a
few years before his death, when he went to live with a son at Albion^
where he died in 1877.

Dr. Oliver Russ made Jacksonburgh his place of residence in Novem-
ber, 1830. He built a log house on the northwest corner of Van Buren
and Jackson streets. He immediately commenced the practice of his
profession, soon gained the entire confidence of the community, and con-
tinued a successful practitioner up to the time of his death.

MERCHANDISE.

The first stock of goods offered for sale was brought in from Ohio by
Mr. Jesse Baird early in 1830, and to him belongs the honor of having
been the first merchant in Jackson, and of having the sagacity to choose
for his enterprise one of the great centres of trade in the state. Mr.
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Baird was also a contractor of some notoriety, and to him was given the
contract for building the race on the west side of the river, for the saw-
mill which was being built for Messrs. Bennett and Thompson,

Mr. George B. Cooper, who came here some time in June, was inter-

ested with Mr. Baird, and while engaged about the pond and race received
more than he had contracted for, the unusual labor and exposure bring-
ing on him an attack of fever and ague, and to him belongs the unenvi-
able distinction of having been the first to acquire that disease which a
few years after became so common as to be in the care and keeping of

almost every family in the community. Mr. Cooper had also, following
the ague, a severe attack of bilious fever, which came near closing a
career which was afterwards, for so many years, so closely and so usefully

identified with the growth and prosperity of Jackson.
Mr. Hiram Thompson had also an attack of fever and ague, and these

were the only two cases of sickness with which our infant settlement was
afflicted in 1830.

Another store, with a miscellaneous assortment of goods, such as are
usually found in a country store, and supposed to contain any and every
article a customer might call for, was opened by Mr. Hogan in the house
of William R. DeLand, on the corner of Blackstone and Pearl streets,

soon after that of Mr. Baird. The next year, in 1831, Mr. Hogan built

and occupied as a store, a frame building on the northeast corner of the
public square, fronting on Jackson street. This was the first frame build-
ing erected in Jacksonburgh.

Mrs. John Wellman, who was of the colony of 1830, was the main
reliance of the neighborhood for the cutting and making of the clothes

of men and boys, where that could not be done in their own families.

Her work gave such satisfaction that there was no opposition for three
years, and she successfully plied the needle in Jackson for over thirty-

five years.

The first carpenter to settle in Jacksonburgh was John Wickham, who
came to work on the saw-mill of Bennett & Thompson, and then made
it his home. A tannery was established here in 1830 by Major D. Mills
and Christian Prusia, on the site where Gavin's brewery was afterwards
built, between Pearl and Clinton streets, near the old gas works and
ashery. This enterprise was in advance of the wants of the settlement,
and did not prove a success remuneratively. It was abandoned after a
desperate struggle of two years or more, worthy of a better fate.

VILLAGE PLATTED,

Some time in the spring or summer of 1830 Horace Blackman, Rus-
sell Blackman, William R. Thom.pson, Isaiah W. Bennett and Benjamin
H. Packard surveyed, laid out and platted "A plan of the village of Jack-
sonburgh, by Jonathan F. Stratton, surveyor," and caused the same to be
left for record at Ann Arbor, in the office of the register of deeds for Wash-
tenaw county, to which this county was attached for judicial and other
purposes—Jackson county not having yet been organized.

This original plat was lost, and no record made of it in that office.
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In 1842 a copy, verified by the oath of Dr. B. H. Packard, was filed for

record in the ofiice of tlie register of deeds for Jackson county. This
document can be found on page 600 of liber 10 of deeds.

This plat includes part of the northeast quarter of section three, town
three south of range one west, and part of the southeast quarter of sec-

tion thirty-four, town two south of range one west. That part of the city

on this ground is built on lots as described by this plat, except that the

public square at the junction of Main and Jackson streets has all been
vacated except the northwest quarter, (in front of the Congregational

church), and is now occupied by some of the most valuable blocks of

buildings in the city. Three blocks of stores, (the best in the city), now
stand on the front of three-fourths of what was the public square of the

village of Jacksonburgli.

COUNTY SEAT.

Oliver Whitmore, Bethuel Farrand and Jonathan F, Stratton were
appointed commissioners " to designate the county seat of the county of

Jackson." In their report, made on the 30th of March, 1830, they say:
" A territorial road, called the St. Joseph's road, was last winter laid

directly through the heart of the peninsula. Where this road crosses

the Grand river, about seventy miles west of Detroit, a flourishing village

is commenced, and the proprietors are erecting mills. The road was
opened last winter as far west as Grand river, by a company of citizens of

Ann Arbor, who, together with the commissioners, gave the village the

name of Jacksonburgli. We speak confidently^ when we say, the state capi-

tal will be at Jacksonburgh. So sanguine were we, that we required the

proprietors to appropriate ten acres of land for the state house square.

Upon a commanding eminence near the upper part of this village, at a
point sixty-two degrees six chains from the southwest corner of the south-

east quarter of section thirty-four, town two south of range one west, we
have stuck the stake for the county seat. The proprietors have given a

court-house square, a public square, four meeting-house squares, and one
college square."

This report is addressed to " Lewis Cass, governor of the territory of

Michigan," and signed by the commissioners. Gen. Cass approved their

finding, and issued his proclamation declaring the village of Jackson-
burgh to be the county seat of Jackson county.

township of jacksonopolis.

On the 30th of July, 1830, an " act to incorporate the township of

Jacksonopolis," passed by the legislative council of the territory was
approved by the governor. By a subsequent act, approved February
18th 1831, the nam^ was changed to Jacksonburgh. This township, in

the language of the act, embraced " all that part of the country being
within the limits of the county of Jackson." The township and county
were one in extent until 1833, when the county was divided into four

townships—Jacksonburgh, Spring Arbor, Napoleon and Grass Lake.
Section 2, of the act of July 30, 1830, provides " that the first town-

ship meeting to be held in said township shall be held at the dwelling
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house of I. W. Bennett, in said township, on the third Tuesday of Au-
gust, 1830."

Section 3 provides that the officers elected " at said special township
meeting shall not hold their offices longer than the first Monday in April,
1831."

William R. DeLand was the first justice of the peace, he having been
selected for that office at a public meeting held in October, 1830, his com-
mission bearing date the 8th of February, 1831, signed by Lewis Cass as

governor, and attested by John S. Mason as secretary of the territory.

Horace Blackman was the first constable, he having been specially ap-
pointed by Justice DeLand. They were officers for Washtenaw county,
as Jackson county was not yet organized.

IMMIGRATION.

The tide of immigration had now fairly set in, and settlements were
this year made in most of the present townships in the county, all of
which had a most favorable influence on the future of our little hamlet,
which was the centre from which supplies were distributed to all parts of

the surrounding country.

This question of supplies was one of the most important to all the new
settlers, as all articles of clothing and of food, except game, had to be
hauled in from Washtenaw and Wayne counties ; and it was the usual
thing for these hardy pioneers to be on short rations for a goodly portion
of the time. Not only food, but seed as well for the expected crop, had
all to be procured under the most disadvantageous circumstances.

The roads were of the worst description ; in fact there were none, ex-

cept as they were made by the tracks of the immigrants' wagons as they
were coming into the countr}^, and in going to and fro after their arrival

in search of a proper location, or in hauling their families to it, after it was
found. The oak-openings were free to all to come and go where they
pleased ; but the streams and marshes were sources of great trouble and
•delay to the pioneer, and sometimes of danger to his worn-out and ex-

hausted teams. It was a fortunate circumstance if the venturesome immi-
grant found the trees blazed to guide him to his destination.

In the fall of lb30 a postoffice was established, called Jacksonopolis,
by a decision of the postoffice department.

POSTOFFICE AND MAILS.

Isaiah W. Bennett was the first postmaster. The mails came from
Detroit once a week. On their arrival those for Jacksonopolis were sorted

out and placed by Mr. Bennett in a basket, there to remain until called

for by the happy recipient. Letters in those days from friends and rela-

tives at the east were regarded as a great boon, and happy were the fami-
lies who were so fortunate as to be the favored ones. Consequently they
were not allowed long to remain in charge of Mr. Bennett ; for when a
letter arrived the news was at once spread through the settlements that

so and so had on such a day a letter from home, and its contents soon
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became public property. It was so at least to all who came from the
same neighborhood.

The postoffice was first kept in the log-house of Mr. Bennett, which
stood on the south side of Main street and on the east side of the public
square. In 1834 Mr. Daniel Coleman succeeded Mr. Bennett as post-
master, and held the office until his death in 1836, when Geo. B. Cooper
was appointed. Mr, Cooper continued to hold the offi.ce until his resig-
nation in 1846.

RELIGIOUS services.

Oar little community did not have the religious advantages derivecJ
from the preaching of the gospel during the summer ; but in October,.

1830, the Rev. John D. Pierce, a Congregational minister, preached in a
barn—the most convenient place which the settlement at that time-
afforded—the first sermon ever delivered in Jacksonburgh. Mr. Pierce
was one of the first white men who settled in Calhoun county. On his
way to his destination he had stopped on Saturday night at the house of
Mr. Lemuel Blackman, and on Mrs. Blackman's learning that he was a
minister, a most cordial invitation was extended to him to preach, which
he accepted. The joyful news spread rapidly that the ham had been
prepared, and that religious services would be held there by a regular
minister of the gospel.

On Monday Mr. Pierce proceeded to his destination. He became one
of the most distinguished citizens of Calhoun county and of the state.

Few men were more widely or more favorably known than he, and his-

labors in the cause of religion and education for a period of over forty

years have left their stamp upon the institutions of this state, and will

cause his name to be held in reverence by all who shall become acquainted
with the history of those who laid the foundation of our religious and!

educational institutions. Mr. Pierce held many places of honor and
trust, amono; them that of superintendent of public instruction.

Later in^the fall of 1830 the Rev. Elijah H. Pilcher and the Pvev. Mr..

Colclazer—both young men—were appointed circuit preachers by the
Methodist conference, and preached in Jacksonburgh once in two weeks
for a year, during which time they held their services at the house of Wm..
P. Thompson. Mr. Pilcher's first sermon in this place was on the even-
ing of January 27th, 1831. There is perhaps no njan in Michigan who has-

preached longer or been more identified with the growth and prosperity
of the Methodist church in this state than Elder Pilcher, and to his minis-
try the society in Jackson is particularly indebted, as his labors here in
building up both the society and its church have been of the most zealous
kind on his part, and attended always with a marked degree of success.

Mr. Pilcher labored zealously in the Methodist church in Michigan for

over thirty-seven years, during which time he was several times located
at Jackson, and was for a long time presiding elder of the circuit in
which he lived. Mr. Pilcher's standing with the community at large, a&
well as in his church, was alwa3's such as to reflect the highest degree of
credit upon his labors.
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The Methodist society of Jacksonburgh was organized in July, 1831,

by Rev. Henry Colclazer, and consisted of twelve members, and was the
Pioneer Religious Society, none other being formed until some years after.

SARAH CHAPMAN.

The first white child native of Jacksonburgh was Sarah Chapman,
born November 3d, 1830, daughter of Mr. Elizur B. Chapman, and grand-
daughter of that Mr. Lemuel Blackman who had evinced his confidence

in the judgment of Horace Blackman, his son, by moving with his entire

family, consisting of himself, his wife, five sons, three daughters and one
son-in-law, on to the location made by Horace, which he himself had
never seen.

The event justified the confidence Mr. Blackman placed in the judg-
ment of his son, and some of the most valuable of the city property on
the Blackman location is now held by Mr. John T. Durand, who married
Silence, the daughter of Lemuel Blackman. Mr. and Mrs. Durand are

among the most worthy and respected of the citizens of Jackson, and in

their declining years are enjoying the well earned fruits of the toils and
privations of their younger days.

Mr. and Mrs. Chapman still live in Jackson, and have the esteem and
respect of all who know them. They are truly regarded as land marks
in the lapse of time in reckoning up the early history of the city of

Jackson. Miss Sarah Chapman, now Mrs. Albert T. Putnam, still lives,

honored and respected, as well for her own worth as for having been the
first child born in Jackson. She is a worthy member of the Jackson
County Pioneer Society, and is entitled to that place, not only as being
one of the earliest who breasted the comforts and discomforts of pioneer
life, but as having been the pioneer child, the first of that long train of

arrivals which have done and are doing so much to increase the popula-
tion and importance of our city.

HIGHWAYS.

The necessities of our settlers in having to go to Dexter, Plymouth or
Detroit for supplies, and their interest in smoothing the path of the tide

of immigration setting in from the east, induced our pioneers to pay
some attention to the roads in that direction ; accordingly, in the fall of

1830 and the followtng winter, volunteer parties started out at different

times and bridged some of the streams on the territorial road leading to

Ann Arbor. They also built a bridge across Grand river at Trail street

;

this was a very temporary aff'air, and was covered with poles, but was a
great improvement to the ford, which, with the low ground approaching
it, was in the fall and winter nearly impassable, and at times quite so.

During the winter there was also a log bridge built across Grand river at

Main street. This was the pioneer road-work, street-work, and bridge-

building in Jackson city and county. As for the roads and streets, they
were not in existence except in name and blaze. The trees had not been
cut down, or if they had, the stumps and brush were still there, so that
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the way-farer was fortunate if he found a well defined path from house
to house, and the traveler was guided on his wearisome way, not by any
well defined road or track, but by the blazes in the trees, which he had
come well to understand, and which he kept under his observation while
pursuing his travels.

FOURTH OF JULY, 1830.

There was one occurrence of the year 1830 which cannot be allowed

to sink in the waters of oblivion, and that is the celebration of the fourth

of July, for this proves at how early a day the fires of patriotism were

kindled in the breasts of the citizens of this place, which have always

glowed so fervently since.

In this first effort Ann Arbor kindly came to our assistance. Mr.

Isaiah W. Bennett had invited several of his friends living at Ann
Arbor to visit him at his new location on Grand river, and judge for

themselves of its importance. They determined to do so on the fourth

of July, and our enterprising settlers determined to make their visit

memorable by uniting to celebrate their visit and our nation's birthday

at the same time. Having timely notice, a committee of arrangements

was appointed, consisting of Mr. William R. DeLand, Hiram Thompson
and Anson Brown. About thirty of the citizens of Ann Arbor arrived

on the evening of July 3d, and were hospitably received. They came in

with flving banners, marshaled by Mr. Anson Brown of the "Committee

of Arrangements." Among those in his train were Dr. Benjamin H.

Packard, George Corsilius, Colonel Jewett, Messrs. Ramsdell, Maynard,

Allen, Clark, Dix, Wilcoxson, Cyrus Lovell, Messrs. Dix and Track, of

Dixboro, and two young ladies, who came the entire distance, five miles

east of Ann Arbor, on horseback, and others whose names are now lost,

and thereby dropped from the roll of fame.

A national salute was fired at sunrise. The ordnance used for that

purpose was the anvil of Josephus Case, accompanied by all the rifles

and muskets on the ground, and these were as many as there were men
and boys capable of handling fire-arms; for at that day all had arms of

some kind, and knew how to use them. Captain A. Laverty was master

of ordnance, and made it lively for the boys. What with the anvil,

shooting at a mark, and miscellaneous firing, there was kept up during

the day a lively fusilade.

The order of proceedings was regular. The president of the day was

Isaiah W. Bennett, Esq., assisted by Hiram Thompson, who discharged

their duties in a manner satisfactory to all.

Mr. George Mayo read the Declaration of Independence, and all

agreed that it was well done.

An able and interesting oration, appropriate to the time and place,

was delivered by Gideon Wilcoxson, Esq., of Ann Arbor.

Mr. John Durand was chaplain of the day ; though not a minister of

the gospel, Mr. Durand was a strict and conscientious member of the

Methodist church, and was known to be strong in prayer. He opened

the services on the hill, before the delivery of the oration, with prayer,
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and his fervent manner and evident sincerity caused his words, which
were fitly spoken, to be very impressive.

Mr. Horace Blackman was marshal of the da}', and Lieutenant Ed-
ward Clark, of Ann Arbor, was assistant marshal. The manner in which
the exercises were conducted, under their masterly ordering, excited the
admiration of every Pottawattomie who was so fortunate as to witness
the procession, which, forming on the public square, marched to the brow
of the hill near the south end of Jackson street, where the oration was
delivered.

The festivities of the day closed with a dinner, prepared by Mr. and
Mrs. Terrey, who then kept the Bennett tavern, and was served in a
bower built for that purpose south of the tavern. Tradition has failed

to hand down to us the "bill of fare" of the good things with which
the table was loaded on that occasion ; neither have the toasts given, nor
the responses made thereto, been handed down to us, but we are assured
that a happier set of people, or a "jollier lot of fellows" never met at

the festive board. Over eighty persons, all that could at one time be
accommodated, sat down at the first table, and there was in attendance
at this celebration every white person at that time within the limits of
the county, and a large proportion of the Indians. The latter joined
most heartily in the celebration, although they did not understand ex-
actly why they did so, or what it was for.

IRPROVEMENTS, CROPS, SUPPLIES.

From twenty to thirty buildings were erected in the summer and fall

of 1830, and settlements were made in the vicinity in several directions.

Farms were beginning to be opened up and cultivated. Some corn and
other crops were raised, so that in the winter of 1830-31 the pioneers
had not to depend entirely upon having the means of livelihood brought
from abroad.

The first land cultivated in the county was by the Blackmans, on
their purchase on the old Indian corn-field lying between Blackman
creek and Ganson street. In the fall there were s'everal fields sown to
winter wheat.

Our hardy settlers were industriously working to provide for their
future wants, and particularly to save themselves from the long and
fatiguing trips they were now obliged to make to Washtenaw county
for their seed and bread. The little colonies in Jackson county could
get no seed wheat or other grain at a less distance than Mill Creek,
and no wheat or other grain ground nearer than the mills on the same
stream at what is now Dexter.

The crops raised this year, and the wheat harvested from this fall's

sowing—the yield from which was very gratifying—were of great benefit
to the little settlement. For hay they found a ready, abundant and
excellent supply in the grasses on the marshes, which were on the bor-
ders of all the streams and lakes in the county. This was a most favor-
able circumstance for the pioneer, as it enabled him to feed his teams
and winter his stock, if he was so fortunate as to have any, at an expense
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much less than he otherwise could have done. Mr. Blackman and his

associates cut and secured over eighty tons of this hay the first summer
they spent in their new homes.

The settlements alter the first summer became in a great measure
self-supplying, so far as they depended upon agricultural products, but
for long years were under the necessity of taking those tedious and un-
profitable trips to the grist-mill at Dexter, which took up so much of

their valuable time and was so exhausting to their scant stock of ready
m.oney.

FARMS AND FARMING.

The most of the teams owned by the pioneers were composed of oxen,
as they were much the most serviceable in the clearing of the land neces-
sary for improvements of any kind, and particularly in logging, in plow-
ing among and removing the stumps, and in building the log and brush
heaps preparatory to burning after the timber had been cut down. They
were also much better adapted than any other teams to the state of the
roads, or rather to the entire want of any other road than the tracks
made by those who had "gone before " on the same route, with no bridges
across the streams, and no causeways across the marshes, with no more
certain guide from point to point than the blazes made on the trees to

designate the route. With these teams our patient, frugal and indus-
trious pioneers were obliged to go from twenty to thirty miles for most
of their provisions the first year, and for six years to get ground their
little grists of wheat, corn or buckwheat. Mr. John T. Durand informs
me that it always took him three days with his ox team to make the trip

to the mills at Dexter.
The first orchard set out in the county was planted by Mr. A. W.

Daniels, on his farm adjoining the now city of Jackson. Mr. Daniels,
in September, 1830, came in and built a log house on this farm, on
which he is now living. He brought with him a yoke of cattle and a
wagon loaded with provisions and farming implements. The trees for

this orchard were sent him by his father, Mr. John Daniels, who had
been here in 1829.

When returning with his ox team from Detroit with his load of
trees, his wagon got stuck in the low wet ground at the ford at the
crossing of Grand river at this place, and he was obliged to leave it

until the next day, when he procured sufficient assistance to enable him
to get it out of the quagmire.

supplies, food.

The first winter—that of 1830-31—was the most trying of any our
little settlement of Jacksonburgh had to endure. Food was scarce and
prices high. There was but little money to spend among our settlers

after they had paid for their lands, bought their teams and stock, built
their log houses and made such improvements as the scant time left

after this was accomplished would allow. It was here that great benefit
was derived from our red brethren. Notwithstanding the fact that the
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white man was dispossessing them of their houses, their inheritance

and their country, and that they were being exterminated by their

Christian brethren, they in the innocence of their hearts acted toward
the suffering white settlers the part of the good Samaritan. The sup-

plies" of venison, game, maple sugar, berries and fish furnished by "Poor
Lo " were of the last importance to our pioneers during the long winter
and the first of spring. No more welcome sight was looked for than
to see a string of Indians approaching single file with a lot of venison
or wild turkeys hanging across their ponies, for this not only insured
a replenishment of the stock of provisions, but also that it was to be
done on very favorable terms, for of all classes of men the Indian has
the least and poorest ideas of values, and our sharp, shrewd first settlers

from New York and New England were not very scrupulous in their

dealings with those upon whose good will they were so dependent. All
kinds of provisions had become exceedingly scarce, and prices corre-

spondingly high. Potatoes sold for twenty-five cents each.

Some hogs brought into the neighborhood had got into the woods
and ran wild. They were not pleasant objects to meet if without fire-

arms, and were really more dangerous than the wolves, bears, or any
other of the wild beasts of our forests. They, however, at this juncture,

served a good turn, as in the vicinity of Jacksonburgh, always since

skilled for her sharpshooters, they were systematically hunted, and salted

down when there was enough of the pork to justify that process. There
was plenty of shack in the woods, the hogs were not very plenty, so that
they were generally in very good condition for the pot, to which they
were as welcome as flowers in May.

No pork or potatoes could be bought nearer than Plymouth, in Wayne
county, where those who were obliged to buy had to go, the trip taking
up the better part of, if not an entire week.

What with the Indians, wild hogs, and such other scant resources as

they could command, our little community passed safely, if not com-
fortably, through the winter, and though they were subjected to many
trials and suffered many hardships, yet they did not despond, but hailed
the advent of spring as bringing with it not only a release from the cold

and discomforts of winter, but also the genial warmth of the spring-time,
which enabled them to prepare the ground for the seed-time, and gave
them the hope of a harvest which would, in a great measure, render
them independent of other sources of supply.

During the winter the hardy and industrious axe men had chopped,
logged, piled and burnt the brush on such fields as they intended to cul-

tivate for spring crops. Frequently the brush-heap was the work of the
women and children, so ready were all to help to get the homestead im-
proved, and to aid in preparing for the expected crop.

HARDSHIPS.

Indians, fleas, wolves and bears were all so numerous as to be some-
what troublesome. The Indians and sand-hills were equally covered, if

not filled, with fleas, and the latter added not a little to the annoyance
and discomfort of our first settlers.
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The bears and wolves were also the cause of much annoyance. They
would prowl around the dwellings in the night time, and most of the

housewives of those days insisted that they had seen them at their win-

dows peering in with ferocious looks, as if they were desirous of gratifying

their appetite at the expense of some of the smaller or weaker members
of the family. We have no record that any such deplorable event oc-

curred, though many hair-breadth escapes are related of women and
children in passing after dark from house to house.

We have now passed the year 1830, the first year of our infant settle-

ment, and shall proceed more rapidly, as did the growth of the village.

The first year is essentially the year of the pioneer, and deserves to be
treated more particularly and more at length than any other. No inci-

dent is too trivial or too unimportant to narrate, if it in any manner
illustrates the ways, manners or mode of living of those who first made
their homes in the wilderness, for such at that time was almost the entire

of the interior of Michigan.
The first quarterly meeting held in Jacksonburgh by the Episcopal

Methodist church was on the 14th and 15th of April, 1832, and met in

the new log house of Bennett and Thompson, the second house built in

the place. At this pioneer meeting there was made a pioneer convert

who made a confession of faith and was received into the bosom of the

church.

Soon after the conference adjourned the Rev. Joseph H. Smith, of the

same church, came here from Canada and established a Sabbath school

and Bible class, but in 1832 both were discontinued, owing, as some said,

to the Black Hawk war, and others to the sickness in the settlement.

DK. OLIVER RUSS.

In the spring of 1831 Dr. Oliver Russ built a log house on the east

side of the river and on the north side of Ganson street, for his brother,

Mr. Nathan Russ, who came here with his family that year.

As illustrating the state of the streets, or rather the want of them,

and also the energy and determination of Dr. Russ, the fact maybe stated

that the boards for the doors and casings of this house were carried by
the doctor on his back from Bennett's saw-mill, over a mile in distance,

crossing the river on the log bridge at Main street. The memory of Dr.

Oliver Russ is highly treasured by all the old citizens of Jackson. No
man has left behind him more pleasing recollections, for he was one of

that original type of men who invested the veriest trifies with interest by
his manner of treating them. He was brusque but very kind-hearted,

and but few men lived in Jackson who would put themselves to as much
trouble and inconvenience to perform an act of real charity. Of this

he gave a remarkable proof by going to, and returning from, Marshall

6n foot in 1832, where there were several cases of cholera. His profes-

sional services being necessary, he, without hesitation, set out on foot to

traverse the then thinly settled country, alive only to the sense of duty,

and without thought of anything but to do it. The question of compen-
sation was never allowed to interfere with his actions in the practice of

his profession.
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FIRST TOWNSHIP MEETING.

The county of Jackson and township of Jacksonburgh were attached

to Washtenaw county for judicial purposes. The first township meeting
for the election of officers was appointed to be held at the house of Wm.
R. Thompson on the 4th of April, 3831. Each officer was to be voted
for by ballot until a choice was made, and then the next in rotation,

until all were in this manner elected.

Under the territorial laws, the meeting was called to order on the

morning of the 4th day of April, by Wm. R. DeLand, Esq., acting in his

capacity of justice of the peace, and then proceeded to elect Alexander
Laverty moderator, and Hiram Thompson clerk, who, having taken and
subscribed the necessary oath of office, constituted the necessary board
of election.

Proclamation was then made that notice of said election had been
dul}^ given, and that the polls of the election were then open for the re-

ception of ballots.

The office of supervisor was that first in order, and there were thirty-

one votes cast.

Here we have in township and county, which in extent are one,

thirty-one votes cast at an election which was likely to call out every voter.

After the election there were adopted by the meeting some municipal
by-laws, which had been prepared, for paying bounty on wolf scalps, and
for the regulation of cattle running at large, after which the meeting-

adjourned, well satisfied with now having a local government of their

own.
The consmon council of the city of -Jackson are not in such fear of

wolves as to cause them to offer rewards for their scalps, but with them
there is no more troublesome question than that of restraining cattle

from running at large in the streets, and when the average alderman
votes on the question, he is inclined to vote for the largest liberty ; having
in his mind the otherwise indignant voter who at the next election would
most likely go for his political scalp, if he did not even value it suffi-

ciently to offer a reward for it, as did our worthy pioneers for that of the

wolf.

Of the township officers the most onerous duties fell upon the road
commissioners, as the territorial road was the only laid out and surveyed
road in the township. All the work heretofore done had been voluntary
and generally only such as to prevent the worst places from becoming
impassable.

Mr. John T. Durand surveyed a road which was laid out leading from
Jackson to Spring Arbor, and this was the first road established by the
township authorities. The services of Mr. Durand, who was a practical

surveyor, were now in frequent requisition, and under his supervision

the following roads were laid out and established : Blackman's, Russ, Du-
rand, Austin, Woodworth, Vallentine's, Washtenaw, and ten miles 52.40

chains of the Jacksonburgh and Clinton road.

In 1831 W. R. Thompson and I. W. Bennett divided their real estate,

Bennett taking the east and Thompson part of the village property. This
19
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gave Bennett the saw-mill and water power, one-half of which he sold to

Jeremiah Marvin in February, 1832, and soon after the other half was
sold to Rodney House.

Mr. Marvin came to Jacksonburgh in the fall of 1831 with two yoke
of cattle, wagon, bed and cross-cut saw. He came from Monroe, and had
to cut a road for his wagon through the Saline woods. His trip from the
" mouth of the Raisen" to Jacksonburgh was a most tedious and laborious

one. Mr. Marvin commenced running the saw-mill soon after his arrival

here, and '' Jerry Marvin's mill" being the only one west of Mill creek in

Washtenaw county became widely and favorably known in all the adja-

cent settlements.

In the summer of 1832 Mr. Marvin bought of Mr. House his interest

in the property, and continued sole owner and manager until 1835, when
he sold his mill and water power to William and Jerry Ford. Since this

time Mr. Marvin has been engaged in farming. A portion of his farm is

within the city limits, and he is now living on it, working with the same
energy and untiring industry as forty-seven years ago when turning out

lumber for the first settlers in the count}'^ to make themselves homes.
There was also a saw-mill built by Mr. Ketchum in 1832, on the east

side of the river, nearly opposite Marvin's mill.

SCHOOLS, ETC.

The first school taught in Jackson w^as a private one, kept in the house
of Lemuel Blackman, taught in the summer of 1831 by his daughter,

Miss Silence D. Blackman, principally for the instruction of her brothers,

but open, as a matter of course, after the generous fashion of those days,

to all the children in the settlement.

Besides her brothers Levi, Francis and George Blackman, there were
Harvey and Emma Thompson, children of William R. Thompson, Sarah
Thompson, daughter of Hiram Thompson, Mar}'^ Ann Samantha DeLand,
daughter of Wm. R. DeLand, and a son of Josephus Case.

The teaching of Miss Blackman gave universal satisfaction, and it was
a source of much congratulation that the infant settlement should so soon

have a good school. Miss Blackman was persuaded to continue her school

the next year, when she had an additional number of scholars, the school

being kept in the house of Mr. E. B. Chapman, and afterwards in a build-

ing that had been occupied as a store. There were about thirty scholars

in attendance at the close of the third term of her school.

This w^is the pioneer school for Jackson city and county.

Lemuel Woolsey, a chair-maker and turner, settled here in 1831, estab-

lished himself in that business, and about the same time Samuel Kline
made a welcome addition to the business of the settlement by opening a

cabinet shop. This business was afterward conducted by John Penson,
who had become a resident, but was more permanently established by
Myron CoUamer in 1834, who extended the business quite largely, and
continued in it for over thirty-five years.

A wagon and general repairing shop was opened by Mr. Hiram God-
frey in 1831.
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A boot and shoe store was established here in 1831 by William D.
Thompson.

In the spring of 1831 Wra. D. Thomson, a lad of twelve years of age,
son of Wra. R. Thompson, was killed by being struck with a limb of a
tree which was chopped down on the grounds near the Blackman house.
This was the first death, and that fact, coupled with the manner of it,

and the narrow escape of several others who were standing near him,
caused it to cast a more than ordinary gloom over the little settlement.

There being then no minister of the Gospel in the county, the funeral
services were conducted by Mr. Samuel Roberts, an exhorter and a mem-
ber of the Methodist.church, living in Sandstone, some four miles west of
Jackson.

PIONEERS.

James Valentine was one of the earliest settlers in Jacksonburgh. He
was chosen a school inspector at an election held April 4th, 1881, and was
the first judge of probate elected in the county, serving from 183o to 1836.

Wm. D. Thompson came to Jackson in 1831. In the fall of 1831 he
opened a boot and shoe store, the first of the kind in Jacksonburg. In
1834 he built and occupied a store on the south side of Main street, just
east of the public square. In 1838 he sold his stock in trade to Walter
Fish, and entered into partnership with George B. Cooper, who was doing
a general mercantile business. He was elected county clerk, and served
for the years 1836-7. He was one of the school board in 1837.

In 1841, upon the completion of the Michigan Central Railroad to
Jackson, Mr. 'i'hompson' was appointed freight agent, and continued on
the road for a period of ten years.

In 1851 he became a partner of Geo. B. Cooper in the banking busi-
ness, and as a member of the firm of Cooper <fe Thompson and Cooper,
Thompson & Co., and as president of the Jackson City Bank, he has, up
to the present time, been the leading banker in Jackson. Mr. Thompson
is now understood to be the sole proprietor of the Jackson City Bank. He
is also treasurer of the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad, and has
acted in that capacity since the organization of the company.

In 1831 Amasa B. Gibson, Esq., settled in that part of the township
of .lacksonburgh now in Spring Arbor. In 1834 Mr. Gibson removed
with his family to the village of Jacksonburgh, and associated himself with
Daniel Coleman and George B. Cooper in the mercantile business, which
in that time meant a general stock of goods comprising groceries, dry-
goods, hardware, crockery, all kinds of country produce, and every other
conceivable article which an Indian or inhabitant of either village or
county would be expected to call for. There was at this time but one
other store in the village, that of the Messrs. Dwight, which was of the
same general character.

From this time to the day of his death Mr. Gibson was one of the
most active and most highly esteemed citizens of Jackson, filling many
offices of public trust, and always with credit to himself and to the entire
satisfaction of his constituents. He was sheriff of the county from 1835
to 1838, and in 1837 was also superintendent, having charge of the build-
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ing of the court-house and clerk's office, the construction of which was

commenced this year. In 1838 Mr. Gibson was cashier of the Detroit

and St. Joseph Railroad Bank, which was located on the east side of the

river. After Jackson had attained sufficient importance to have a city

organization Mr. Gibson was three times elected mayor, and is the only

person who has been so honored in our twenty years' existence as a city.

MAILS.

In 1831 a government contract was let for carrying the mails for three

years, west from Jackson to Marshall, Gull Prairie, Prairie Ronde an<l

White Pigeon, there to connect with the western mail on what was then

known as the Chicago road. This mail was to be carried once a week,

on foot or on horseback, as the state of the streams and the want of roads

made it most convenient for the contractor. The size of the mail at first

was not such as to prevent him from carrying it in his hat or pockets,

and it was usual for the mail-carrier to deliver letters to settlers on the

route when they were at a distance from the postoffice, without subject-

ing them to the delay and loss of time which would have followed had

they been passed through that intermediary.

Our hardy pioneers were more wedded to the substance than the form,

and made everi the laws, rules and regulations of the postoffice depart-

ment, (ordinarily so inexorable), lose somewhat of their inflexibility for

their necessities.

This mail was carried by a Mr. Darling, who lived on Neal's prairie,

in Calhoun county.

In 1832 this route had attained sufficient importance to require that

the mail should be carried in a covered wagon. Mr. Darling was suc-

ceeded by Mr. Lewis Barnes, of Gull Prairie, and the route was made to

include Kalamazoo, where a postoffice was established on the 14th of

July, 1832. This was the first conveyance for passengers from Jackson

jvest, and was a very primitive affair. Strength being an element of

much greater importance than beauty, to the passenger as well as to the

contractor, the state of the roads, or rather the want of roads, and par-

ticularly of bridges, and the sparseness of settlements being such as to

make it of the last importance that there should be no break-down—for

such was the distance in many places from house to house that had any

such unlucky accident have" happened the chances were that the un-

happy traveler would have to walk some miles before he could find a

house to shelter him, if he did not have to pass a night under a tree, or

the more comfortable shelter of his wagon-bed.

ASSESSMENT ROLL, VILLAGE OF .FACKSONBURGH.

There was not a large amount of wealth in Jackson in 1832, if tlie

following " Assessment Roll " is a correct representation of values :

Thames J^p^^ Estate. Personal. Total.

William R.Thompson, .... -WO ^370 $770

Frederick House, 100 00 100

Daniel Dwight, 320 500 820
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N.'imes.

Peras Sturtevant, .

William D. Thompson,
Daniel D. T. Warner, .

Hiram Thompson,
A. and L. Eames, .

Samuel Cline, .

David Riley, .

Joab Page, .

Horace Blackman,
Elijah Case,

Josephus Case,

Major D. Mills, . ;

Christian Prusia, .

Beard and Cooper, .

Elizen B. Chapman,
Hiram Godfrey,

Oliver Russ, .

H. M. Rider,

The first public School was located in the fall of 1832, on lot eleven,

B. one south, range one east, on Main street.

The township authorities contracted at this time for the building of

a school-house, but the contractor left for parts unknown without comply-
ing with his contract, after collecting all the taxes.

Real Estate.
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The medical profession was reinforced this year by having added to

its numbers Dr. Thomas D. Fitch and Dr. George W. Gorhara. The
former did not long remain in Jackson, but Dr. Gorham spent the re-

mainder of his life in the community, among which he at this early day
east his lot, and acquired an eminence in his profession such as it is the
fortune of few to attain. Dr. Gorham occupied a front rank as a citizen

as well as a ph3^sician. His large, warm heart and genial habits made
him a universal favorite with all ages and all classes of the community.
He was also prominent as a hunter, and there was nothing he enjoyed
more than to go out with his hounds and spend several days with them
in the woods on a hunting excursion. He continued to give a portion of
his time every year to a hunt, up to the time of his death, though game
had become so scarce during the latter years that it did not give the
same satisfaction as when the country was new and game of all kinds
plentiful.

William E. Bothwell came to Jacksonburgh in 1832, and was for many
years quite prominent as a business man. He was for several years en-
gaged in the mercantile business, and was most favorably known as a
landlord. His reputation as "mine host" extended to all parts of the
state. He was a man of very genial manners, as, well as of excellent

business ability.

CHURCHES.

The only religious society holding services in the village in 1832 was
the Methodist, whose circuit preachers filled appointments at stated times
during the year. These meetings were held in the dwelling-houses of
the citizens as was most convenient at the time being, and were usually

attended by the entire community, though tradition does point to some
errant and erring ones who would hunt and fish, claiming that it was a
work of necessity; that they were obliged to do it to procure food for

their families.

BLACK HAWK WAR.

The year 1832 was not one of marked success for the village ; but few
buildings were erected. Of those, however, who had faith in its future

was Mr. Daniel T. Warner, who built a store and placed in it a stock of

drugs and medicines, the first of its kind west of Ann Arbor, while the

necessity for such an establisment was becoming every day more apparent,

as this was called a sickly season. There was much fever and ague, the

prevalence of which was ascribed by some to the low stage of water in

the mill-pond, and the consequent exposure to the summer heat of lands
which had been covered with water during the fall, winter and spring.

The prevalence of cholera in the east, and the fact that there were some
cases in Marshall, also had a depressing effect on the growth of the village;

but what perhaps most discouraged immigration to Michigan and the
west M'as the Black Hawk war, which prevented many from moving at

all, and caused many families that intended to make Michigan their home
to settle in Ohio. . -
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It was the "rumors of war" and not the war itself which proved so
disastrous, for of actual war in Michigan there was none. Aside from the
eheck to immigration, the whole of the southern and M'estern portion of
the territory was for months kept in a continual state of suspense and
alarm by the actual state of hostilities in Illinois, and the fears of a rising
of the Indians. The slaughter of the women and children, the burning
of the homestead, these were the dreaded scenes which such a war would
witness, and it is not wonderful that the small and scattered settlements
should feel the greatest alarm. Everywhere preparations were made for

the emergency. Farmers were obliged to abandon their spring work,
and instead of plowing and planting were summoned to meet with such
arms as they could command, at some rendezvous, and then prepare by
organization and drilling for the expected emergency. Men were called

at a distance from home and kept for days, leaving, meanwhile, their

families to suffer from the suspense and fright which the circumstances
called forth. Fortunately this, and the loss arising from taking men from
their business, was all the pioneers of Michigan were called upon to suffer,

as the Indians continued peaceful, and gave them no cause for complaint,
except the excessive fright which was caused by apprehension of what
would follow if they should draw the tomahawk.

JACKSON COUNTY ORGANIZED.

The legislative council of the territory, on the 26th of January, 1832,

passed a law organizing the county of Jackson, with the usual provisions

relative to suits, taxes and records, and providing that the act should
take effect and be in force from and after the first day of August, 1832.

There was a session of the circuit court held in September of this year,

but no record of proceedings can be found. The evidence proving that

such a term was held is in the allowance by the board of supervisors of

the bill of David Keys, sheriff, in September, 1832, "for summoning jury

for county court, two days attendance and room SlO.OO," and also in the

filing by "S. Stoddard, clerk," in October, 1832, of the certificate of elec-

tion for "a state government." Hiram Thompson was appointed associ-

ate judge of the circuit court of the county of Jackson, April 23d, 1833,

by George B. Porter, governor of the territory.

The following journal entry gives the date of the holding of the first

circuit court of the county of Jackson, which was made a matter of

record

:

At a session of the circuit court of the territory of Michigan, held in

and for the county of Jackson, on Monday, the 3d day of June, A. D.

1833, pursuant to law, at the court-house in said county, M^ere present

Hon. William A. Fletcher, presiding judge, and William R. DeLand,
assistant judge.

The court was duly opened by the proclamation of the sheriff, David
Keyes, when the commissions of the judges were read in open court,

bearing date April 23, 1833.

Olnev Hawkins, of Ann Arbor, was appointed district attorney for
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the term, by which it would appear that up to this time the people of

Jacksonburgh had been so peaceable and quiet as not to offer any induce-
ments to any limb of the law to settle among them.

Dr. Samson Stoddard was the first county clerk, and served in that

capacity until 1836. David Keyes was the first sheriff, appointed in 1832,
and acting until 1834.

The first grand jury, June, 1833, was composed of the following per-

sons: Solomon Brill, now of Leoni; Lemuel Blackman, Russell Blnck-

man, Jacksonburgh; William H. Pease, now of Grass Lake; Wesley W.
Laverty, Elizur B. Chapman, Ezekiel T. Critchet, John Laverty, Jackson-
burgh ; Zenas Fuller ; Jotham Wood, now of Sandstone ; William T. Wor-
den ; Charles Henington ; William D. Thompson, Jacksonburgh ; Samuel
Wing: Hiram Austin; Nathan Russ, Jacksonburgh ; Abel Benett ; Wm.
Pool; Nathan Z. Lattimore; Caleb Chapel; Ira Kellogg; Timothy Will-

iams ; James Jacobs. Solomon Brill was appointed foreman and author-

ized by the court to administer oaths to such witnesses as might appear
before the grand jury.

The following persons composed the petit jury : Nathaniel Boyn,
Moses Boyn, George Woodworth, Edward Morrell, Aaron Evans, John
Daniels, Josephus Case, Alexander Laverty, Isaac Carrier, Joseph Sutton,

John Eames, Ethan Allen, James Fifield, Jeremiah Marvin, David Riley,

Orrin Gregory, Leander M. Cain, Sanford Marsh, William Wprth, Stephen
Rowan, Martin Flint, Major D. Mills.

There were four cases on the docket, and the court was in session two
days. William Savacool was convicted of larceny, and sentenced to three

months in Washtenaw jail.

Second session of the court, November 11th, 1833, the grand jury had
no presentments to make, and were discharged. Fletcher and Thomp-
son, judges.

The names of Oliver Hawkins, E. W^. Morgan and George W. Jewit

apj^ear as attorneys, but they were all residents of Ann Arbor.
In 1833 Mr. Champion opened a tailor shop in Jacksonburgh, and

was the fir.st of his trade to establish himself here.

Village lots advertised for taxes for the year 1833. in the names of the

foUowmg persons : John L. Moore, Hopkins, John Mickam, Joab Page.

In 1834 the following in addition : Christian Prusia, Elijah Caniff.

TOLEDO WAR.

The excitement caused by the dispute between Michigan and Ohio
relative to the boundary line, which caused the celebrated Toledo war,

reached Jackson, and a company of thirty men was organized. Osgood
H. Fifield was elected captain. The services of this company were never

required on the field of action, and their most arduous duties were in

acting as a home guard.

Daniel Coleman was appointed sheriff of the county, and served in

1834-5. This gentleman, who promised to become one of the most use-

ful citizens of Jackson, was killed in the spring of 1836, soon after his

marriage, by being thrown from a buggy while riding with his wife in
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Livonia, Livingstone county, New York. He was an active business man,

and his loss was one severely felt by the little village in which he had

been so useful a member. Mr. Coleman was appointed, in 1834, postmaster,

and held the office at the time of his death.

In 1834 the first improvement on the east side of the river commenced,

and consisted of two log houses near the east end of the dam, built for the

accommodation of the workmen.

WILLIAM .1. MOODY.

At the June term of the circuit court in 1834, we find the names o

James T. Cleland as attorney, and in December the names of Olney

Hawkins, prosecuting attorney ; James Kingsley, John Allen, as attor-

neys, and that of Edmund Mundy and William J. Moody as admitted to

practice.

The Hon. Wm. J. Moody was the first resident attorney admitted to

practice in the courts of Jackson county. Judge Moody was a member
of the first senate in 1835, on the organization of the state government;

also of that of 1844, and during his residence in Jackson was always

noted for his active participation in every enterprise calculated to increase

its importance. He was elected justice o'^f the peace in 1839. He was also

judge of the much abused countv court during the brief life of that judi-

cial tribunal. At the June terin (1835), Joseph C. Watkins and Edward

M. Barnes were indicted for selling liquor to Indians. Wm. J. Moody

acted as prosecuting attorney during 1835. Phineas Farrand was admit-

ted to the practice of the law at the December term, 1835. In 1835 there

were three hotels—Thompson's, the Blackman House, and Bascomb's log

tavern.

LEMUEL BLACKMAN.

Mr. Lemuel Blackman, one of the original proprietors, and one of the

first, if not the first, of the actual settlers, died this year much regretted

by the entire community. Mr. Blackman had brought a large family

with him, and with them had labored early and late to build up the vil-

lage. In a number of instances he gave away lots to induce men of a

desirable character to build on them and locate here, and in many other

ways laboring for the common interest of the settlement. Mr. Blackman

kept the tavern which went by his name from the time it was built until

his death, and was highly esteemed as a landlord. After his death the

house was kept by his son, Horace Blackman, until it was burned m the

winter of 1837-8.*

GEORGE B. COOPER.

Mr. (;eorge B. Cooper, after his recovery in 1830 from the severe fit

of sickness which came so near having a fatal termination, removed to

Ann Arbor and engaged in the mercantile business.

In 1835 Mr. Cooper bought the stock of goods of Mr. Wm. E. Perrine,

and came back to Jackson, bringing with him his mercantile establish-
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ment from Ann Arbor, and adding it to the purchase made of Mr. Per-
rine. In 1835 Mr. Daniel Coleman, Mr. Cooper and Mr. Amasa B. Gibson
entered in co-partnership in the mercantile business under the name of

Coleman, Cooper & Co., and occupied a store on the south side of the
public square. This company was dissolved in 1836 by the death of Mr.
Coleman. The business was continued by Mr, Cooper until 1838, when
Wm. D. Thompson associated with him in the business under the name
of Geo. B. Cooper & Co. Later they sold their stock of goods to W. H.
Munroe and Nelson Munroe, and the Monroes sold out to Mr. Gibson.

Mr. Cooper was elected state treasurer in 1854, was re-elected in 1856,

and was one of the most efficient and popular officers who ever filled that

important place. Previous to this time in 1836 Mr. Cooper was elected to

the state senate, and served the ses.sions of 1837-8.

In 1858 Mr. Cooper was elected representative to congress from the
district composed of Wayne, Washtenaw and Jackson. In 1^36 Mr.
Cooper was appointed postmaster after the death of Mr. Coleman, and
held that office until he resigned in 1846.

In 1835 Mr. Richardson owned a store on lot eleven on Main street, in

which he kept a general assortment of goods, such as is usually kept in a
country store.

Mr. James A. Dyer came here in 1835 and went into the store of Mr.
William Richardson as clerk, and remained with him about three years.

Mr. Dyer was county clerk from 1846 to 1848, sherift" from 1838 to 1840,

justice of the peace for twelve years, and postmaster four years, from 1849.

In 1839 Mr. Dyer and Mr. Charles Derby entered into partnership and
bought the stock of Mr. Richardson, which they removed to a store on the

north side of Main street, nearly opposite Richardson's store.

COURT-HOUSE.

In 1836 the legislature of the now state of Michigan passed an act

authorizing the county to borrow $10,000 for the purpose of erecting a
court-house and county clerk's office. The court-house was on the public

square on the south side of Main street, and on the west side of Jackson
street ; the clerk's office was on the north side of Main street, and opposite

the court-house. Both buildings were of stone, and were supposed to be

erected for all time. Mr. A. B. Gibson, the then sheriff, was superin-

tendent, having charge of the work. David Porter had the contract for

doing the mason work, and Lemuel House for the carpenter work. Both
were built in the year 1837.

WILLIAM AND JERRY FORD.

In April, 1835, the northeast quarter of section three, town three south,

of range one west, which was located by Dr. Benjamin H. Packard, was sold

to William Ford, Jerry Ford and William Ford, Jr., who also bought
the mill, water power and twenty acres of land of Jeremiah Marvin.

These gentlemen and their relatives and friends for many years after

their settlement here were among the most active, energetic and enter-
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prising of the business men, not only of the village but of the state. The
impetus they gave to the business of Jackson has had a very important
bearing on its grov/th and prosperity.

In the winter of 1836 an act of the state legislature provided " that
Daniel Coleman, George B. Cooper and Jerry Ford, their heirs and
assigns, be and are hereby authorized and empowered to build a dam
across Grand river, on section three,. town three south, of range one west.

Said dam shall not exceed seven feet in height above common low water
mark, and shall contain a lock not less than 75 feet in length and 16 feet

in width for the passage of boats, rafts and other water craft."

In the spring the Messrs. Ford commenced the building of the dam
and of the mill on the east side of Grand river, then and long after known
as " Ford's flouring mill." The building of this mill was driven with
remarkable rapidity, considering its size and the obstacles to be over-

come in the then new state of the country, and the difficulties attending
the transportation of the materials. The mill was completed and run-
ning the same fall, and at once made Jackson the centre of business for

the county.

The Fords manifested their faith in the growth of Jacksonburgh, and
gave a further evidence of their enterprise by surveying and platting
" Ford's extension," the plat of which was recorded February 5th, 1836.

They still further extended the area of the ground laid out in village lots,

and placed upon the market by laying out "Ford's western addition,"

the plat of which was filed for record March 13, 1836. The action of the

Fords in building the mill, laying out the town lots and commencing to

build thereon, caused the east side of the river at once to assume an im-
portance which had not hitherto attached to it, and notwithstanding: the

unfavorable nature of the ground, which was low, swampy and heavily
timbered, with a very thick undergrowth, buildings and improvements
soon changed the face of that portion of the village.

EAST SIDE.

In 1836 Messrs. Ganson, Clark and Munroe built the furnace and
machine shop between the race and the river, and commenced the man-
ufacture of plows, and the making of such other castings as the business

of the country required. This building is still standing and occupied

for like purposes.

The first frame building erected on the east side of the river was the

store built by Mr. William Ford, in which a stock of goods was placed

by Ford & Budington. Two other frame buildings, both of which are

still standing, were built on Main street on the east side in 1836. The
Grand River House, on the corner of Main and Milwaukee streets, was
also built this year by Mr. Andrew Shaver, who had jast decided to make
this place his home, and who joined Mr. Fifield in building this house
for the accommodation of boarders, they being principally those em-
ployed by the Messrs. Ford in building the flouring mill, the store, and
in making other improvements. This house was opened as a hotel in
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1838, is still standing, and though not as prominent as of yore, has up
to this time always been kept as a public house.

The east side was making such rapid and satisfactory progress in

1836 that the denizens of that locality determined to celebrate the 4th of

July in that part of the village, and proceeded to erect a "liberty pole,"'

in front of the Grand River House. They carelessly placed the butt of

their pole in a hollow stump. After the pole was raised the halyards
became fast at the top ; Daniel Chapin climbed the pole to adjust the
halyards, when the stump, which proved to be rotten, gave way, and pre-

cipitated the pole to the ground. Mr. Chapin was in the act of adjusting

the rope when the pole fell, and was so seriously injured that he soon
after died. This sad accident turned into a day of grief and mourning
what had promised to be one of enjoyment, and cast a deep gloom over
the village, but particularly over the energetic little settlement on the

€ast side of the river.

PIONEERS.

Thomas McGee came into Michigan in 1832, settled in Concord, was
always a prominent citizen of the county and w^as elected Judge of Pro-

bate, serving from 1856 to 1860. With him came his son Melville, who
became a resident of Jackson as a student at law in 1851.

He has since continued the practice of his profession, and has been
elected judge of probate for three successive terms, serving from 1864 to

1876.

Cornelius Lammons settled in the township of Jacksonburgh, now
Blackman, in 1832. His son, Jacob F. Lammons, who came with him, is

now a resident of the city, actively engaged in business. He has served

four years as justice of the peace.

James McKee came to Michigan in 1832, settled in Jacksonburgh, and
is now a resident of the city.

John McConnell became a resident of the township of Jacksonburgh
in 1833. His son, Oscar H. McConnell, came with him. He has for

many years been engaged in the hardware business in the city, and is

highly respected as an active, industrious and honest man.
John N. Dwight came to Jackson in 1833. His brother, Daniel

Dwight, had bought of Mr. Hogan his small stock of goods and kept

store on the north side of the public square. Mr. John N. Dwight
bought out his brother and soon after associated himself with his

cousin, David F. D-wight. Mr. Dwight was in the mercantile busi-

ness in company with his cousin, without a partner, and as one of the

firm of Loomis & Dwight, for a period covering nearly twenty years.

While in company with Mr. Loomis they purchased the Kennedy steam
flouring mills. Mr. Dwight subsequently sold his interest to Mr.

Loomis.
Mr. Dwight was elected justice of the peace in April, 1836. He was

candidate for register of deeds in November, 1836, and was elected county
treasurer in 1839, and re-elected in 1840.

Mr. Dwight continued to reside in Jackson to the time of his death.
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There was among the pioneers of Jackson no more pleasant, genial gen-
tleman than John N. Dwight.

Daniel B. Hibbard came to Jackson in 1835. He became interested
almost immediately in the stage lines and mail routes diverging from
Jackson, and was for many years the principal mail contractor and stage
proprietor for the Grand River Valley. In 1838 Mr. Hibbard and Paul
B. Ring were proprietors of a line of stages running from Jackson to
Adrian. After the capitol was located at Lansing, " Hibbard's stage
line "was the main reliance forgetting to that point from all places in the
two southern tiers of counties, including Detroit, until the completion of
the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad in 1866. Mr. Hibbard has
always been, as he still is, one of the most active business men of Jackson.
There are but few enterprises of importance in or to the city that have
been carried to success in which he has not been interested. He was one
of the first to engage in the building of the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw
Railroad, and was for several years one of its directors. He was one of
the projectors of the Jackson foundry and machine shops on Mechanic
street, and has always been largely interested in them, and is now one of
the principal proprietors. He was also largely interested in the Jackson
rolling mills, which is one of the very few enterprises in which he has
engaged which did not prove remunerative.

The '' Hibbard Llouse," which was for many years the leading hotel

in the city, and still ranks among the first in the state, was built by Mr.
Hibbard, and owned by him until sold to H. A. Hayden in 1877. It

stands an enduring monument of his enterprise and public spirit. Mr.
Hibbard has always manifested great interest in the improvement of the
stock of horses in central Michigan, and has been the owner of some of

the best stock and carriage horses in the state. He has always dealt

largely in horses, and during the war was perhaps the largest contractor
in the state for supplying horses to the government. Mr. Hibbard is a

member of the Horse-breeders' Association, one of the most successful, if

not the only successful, association for trotting horses in the state. He was
elected mayor of the city in 1865. He was one of the principal stock-

holders in the organization of the People's National Bank, was vice-pres-

ident, and still retains his interest. Mr. Hibbard has been very success-

ful in the accumulation of property, and is one of the largest holders of
real estate in the cit}^

Joshua Palmer came to Jacksonburgh in 1835, and engaged in busi-

ness as a blacksmith. He was a very skillful workman. He worked
many j^ears at his trade, and acquired a competence by his industry and
frugality. Mr. Palmer has always stood high in the estimation of his

fellow-citizens as an honest and upright man. In 1837 his brother, Dan
R. Palmer, became his partner. His son William H. Palmer is now a
practicing physician in the city.

David Markham and Frank Standish settled in Jacksonburgh in 1835,

and are still active in their several callings.

Henry H. Vandercook came in the same year, and was for man}'^ years

proprietor and manager of the " Jackson furnace," near Ford's mill. He
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also built the flouring mill south of Jackson, still known as Vander-
cook's mill.

Erastus Charaplain, John Rodger and Wesley Jenkins became resi-

dents of Jacksonburgh in 1836, and worked in and on the Ford mills.
Hiram H. Smith settled in Jackson county in 1835, but removed to

Ingham county, and resided at Mason and Lansing until 1864, when he
removed to the city of Jackson, where he has since resided. While in Ing-
ham county he was elected treasurer, county clerk, member of the legis-

lature, and mayor of Lansing. Mr. Smith was engaged in the mercantile
business both in Mason and Lansing.

At Lansing he built the first flouring mill, and carried on success-
fully both the milling and mercantile business. He built, in 1851 and
1852, the plank road from Lansing to Howell. In 1863 Mr. Smith en-
gaged in railroad enterprises, and was successively connected with the
Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw, the Fort Wayne, Jackson and Saginaw,
the Detroit, Lansing and Lake Michigan, and the Detroit and Bay City
railroads. In the construction of all of these roads he rendered the most
efficient and valuable aid. Mr. Smith was vice-president and managing
director of the first, and president of the second and third named roads.
The last named he built in 1872. Mr. Smith is a man of great energy
of character, and highly respected by all with whom he associates, either
in business or socially.

Paul B. Ring came to Jackson in 1835, kept hotel in 1836, was presi-
dent of the Jackson County Bank in 1837, and for many years a promi-
nent stage proprietor and mail contractor.

Joseph C. Bailey became a resident of Jackson in 1835. In 1836 he
was elected register of deeds for Jackson county. He was also elected
justice of the peace and continued for several years an active and useful
member of community.

Lewis Bascomb came here in 1835, built and kept for many yoars
" Bascomb's hotel." Mr. Bascomb always occupied a high place in the
estimation of his fellow citizens. He served for thre« years as one of the
inspectors of the state prison, and died in 1869.

In 1831 Lewis D. Welling and S. S. Welling settled in Tecumseh. In
1837 they removed to, and are still living in Jackson. L. D. Welling
was elected sheriff in 1846 and 1848, and has served for many years as
justice of the peace.

Marvin Dorrill, David Markham and Frank Standish came to Michi-
gan in 1835, and are still among our most active and useful citizens.

IRA C. BACKUS.

Dr. Backus came to Jackson in September, 1836. He at once decided
to make it his home, brought his family and commenced the practice of
his profession. Dr. Backus brought with him a high reputation as an
allopathic physician, he continued in practice up to his final sickness,
and it is not too much to say that he stood in the front rank of his pro-
fession, not only in Jackson but also in the state. The standing of Dr.
Backus as a citizen was equal to his reputation as a physician, and of
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this he received many proofs. He was a member and officer of St. Paul's

(Episcopal) church from the date of its organization to the day of his

death. He served for three years as an inspector of the state prison, and
one term (1859) in the senate of the state. Dr. Backus died in 1865.

B. F. Eggleston came to Jacksonburg July 7, 1836, and at once com-
menced working at his trade as a tailor. In 1849 he formed a copart-

nership with Wm. Aldrich and opened a merchant tailoring establish-

ment. He has continued in that business to the present time. In 1854
he purchased the store in which he then was and now occupies. Mr.
Eggleston has always maintained an honorable position as a business

man, and has uniforml}^ been one of the most active of our citizens in all

works of charity or benevolence, as well as in all meaures tending to for-

ward the growth of the town.

Silas W. Stowell was another acquisition to the business men of Jack-
son in 1836, he at that time moving here with his family and opening a
grocery store on the south side of the public square. In 1837 he was
one of the firm of Stowell & Collier, in the same branch of business. In
1838 he took the contract to build the west wing of the state prison and
the keepers' house. In order to be nearer his work Mr. Stowell built a
store in the then entirely new part of the town, near the prison, into

which he moved his stock of groceries. For the first two years after con-

victs were received their rations were furnished under contracts by Mr.
Stowell.

In company with Stephen Monroe, in 1840, Mr. Stowell built a fur-

nace and machine shop on the south side side of Main street, on the lot

next east from the Methodist church, where they continued in business

for two years, when they sold the property to Alonzo Bennett and Geo.

B. Cooper. From this time for several years he was actively employed in

the interests of the Jackson County Mutual Insurance Company, then
doing a large and successful business in Illinois and Michigan. Mr.
Stowell was engaged in the mercantile business from 1854 to 1863. He
has always been an active, energetic business man, and has done all in

his power to promote the prosperity of Jackson. He has built quite ex-

tensively in all parts of the town, both stores and houses. Mr. Stowell,

though some years past the three score years and ten allotted to man, is

still as hale and hearty and active as most men when they have attained

to half a century. His genial and pleasant countenance is seen daily

upon our streets.

Chester Yale came to Jackson in 1836 and commenced business by
opening a tin-shop, the first in the place. Mr. Yale continued the busi-

ness for several years, and was a man highly respected for his upright
character and habits of industry.

Mr. Alonzo Bennett came to Jackson in 1836. In 1837 he formed a
copartnership with his brother, Allen Bennett, who came here that year,

and they commenced business as merchants, having bought out Geo. B.

Cooper & Co. They continued in business for two years.

In 1840 Mr. Bennett and Mr. Geo. B. Cooper entered into copartner-

ship and built an iron foundry. On the completion of the Central rail-

road in 1842 Mr. Bennett, in company with Mr. Sacket, commenced the
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storage and warehouse business in a building which Mr. Bennett had
erected on the side-track near the depot. He bought the furnace of
Monroe & Stowell, and was very successful in business in company with
Mr. OUver C. Mosher, until the latter was killed by being caught in the
machiner\', after which the business was conducted by Mr. Bennett until

disposed of by him to his son. Mr. Bennett has always been one of the
active business men of Jackson, and has at various times built both stores

and houses in different parts of the city. He is quite a large holder of
real estate, and is now president of the First National Bank.

Allen Bennett, Sr., came to Jackson in 1837, and engaged in the mer-
cantile business, but soon sold out to his sons Alonzo and Allen. Mr.
Bennett continued to reside in Jackson until his death.

Mr. Allen Bennet came to Jackson in May, 1837, and engaged with
his brother in the mercantile business until 1839, when they dissolved,

Allen taking the stock and moving to a store on the north side of Main
street, afterwards so long occupied by Pat ton Morrison's grocery, and yet
known as his place. In 1842 John Sumner bought an interest in his

business, and they removed to the stone block built hx Joseph G. R.
Blackwell in 1839 on the north side of the public square, where they con-
tinued until 1851, when Mr. Sumner died. Mr. Bennett then moved into-

what is now known as the Bennett block, which he had purchased that
year of M. B. and J. W. Medbury, by whom it was built, and here Mr.
Bennett continued the mercantile business until 1859. In 1857 Mr. Ben-
nett engaged with Mr. Hubbell in the cabinet business in a shop built by
him on Luther street. In 18(30 he took the business into his own hands,
but soon after sold out to Mr. Henry Gilbert, of Kalamazoo, who had
taken a contract at the state prison for the manufacture of furniture.

Mr. Bennett now commenced the manufacture of doors, blinds and sash
in connection with a lumber yard, and built a large factory on the north-
east corner of Jackson and Yan Buren streets. The sash factory was
operated by Mr. Silas Hyser until 1857, and since then has been in the
hands of Mr. Bennett's son Charles. The lumber yard has been con-

ducted by Mr. Dewitt Woods, a partner of Mr. Bennett, and the business
is still continued. Mr. Bennett is one of the firm of Bennett, Knicker-
bocker & Co., the proprietors of the " city steam flouring mills," one of the
best arranged and most extensive mills in the state, built in 1866. He,
with the same company, own and operate the stone mills at Albion. He
is also engaged in manufacturing extensively the " Robbins' cultivator,'*

in which business he has associated with him his son George. Mr. Ben-
nett has been one of the most active and successful business men in

Jackson. He has been for several years engaged in banking, and is now
vice president of the First National Bank, and owns some of the most
valuable real estate in the city.

Albert Foster came to Jackson in 1837, and went to work as a black-
smith and machinist, at which he has continued to labor industriously
to the present time, except that the last few years he has given most of
his attention to the sale of agricultural implements, particularly mowing
machines and buggy rakes.
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Myrick C. Hough commenced the practice of the law in Jackson in
1837. .Jesse Williams was then working at his trade—a carpenter.

William H. Munroe came to Jackson in January, 1837. His nephew,
Nelson Munroe, came with him. They soon after bought the stock in
trade of Geo. B. Cooper & Co., and subsequently sold out to Mr. Gilbert.

W. H. Munroe was one of the proprietors of the Jackson furnace. In
1838 he bought the " Jackson Exchange " hotel of Paul B. Ring, and kept
it as a public house for many years.

Dr. John McLean was a practicing physician in .Jackson in 1837, and
his familiar form is still seen upon our streets.

DAVID JOHNSON.

At the April term of the circuit court in 1838 David Johnson was
admitted to the practice of the law, the committee to examine him being
George Miles, Peter Morey and Phineas Farrand. Judge Johnson had
now made Jackson his place of residence, and entered at once upon the
practice of his profession, and soon attained a reputation which placed
him on a level with the ablest lawyers in the state. He was elected school,

inspector in 1839, was candidate for senator in 1839, was prosecuting
attprney from 1843 to 1845, was member of the house in the legislature

of Michigan in 1845, and again in 1847; was elected circuit judge under
the old constitution in 1851, and served six years, being also one of the
judges of the supreme court, which was composed of the circuit judges.
He was the democratic candidate for judge of the supreme court in 1857.

Judge Johnson, on retiring from the bench, entered again upon the prac-
tice of the law, in which he is still actively engaged, being now the senior

member at the bar in Jackson.
Edward Higby was admitted to practice law at the October term of

the circuit court in 1838, the examining committee being David Johnson,
A. Wright GorSon, and A. L. Millard.

WARREN N. BUCK.

Mr. Buck made Jackson his home in 1839. He was for many years
engaged in the mercantile business on the east side of the river, first with
Wm. Ford, Jr., and subsequently with Henry Vandercook. Mr. Buck was
elected mayor in 1867, and again in 1S68. He is now an aacting justice

of the peace, having been four times elected. Pie has also been for many
years supervisor or town clerk, and has for most of the time for thirty

years been a member of the school board in the district in which he lives.

Mr. Buck has, in all the relations of life, maintained a character above
reproach.

Walter Budington came to Michigan and settled in Jackson in 1836.

He engaged in 1838 in the mercantile business with B. W. Rockwell.
He was cashier of the Detroit and St. Joseph Railroad Bank. Mr. Bud-
ington was one of the most public spirited of the pioneers of Jackson,

and was for many years of his life connected with its interests bv hold-
20
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ing offices of more usefulness than profit. He was for many years a
member of the school board in district No. 17. He was also several times

elected supervisor, also town clerk ; was county clerk from 1848 to 1S52,

and cit}^ treasurer in 1863-4-5.

Henry A. Haydcn came to Michigan in 1837 and made Jackson his

home in 1838. He was in the employ of the Michioan Central railroad

as civil engineer, superintendent of repairs and paymaster until 1842.

He bought the Vandercook mills soon after leaving the road, and en-

gaged in the manufacture of flour. In 1851 he and Wile}^ R. Reynolds
bought the old Frird mills and water power. In 1853 the}^ also bought
of P. B. Loomis the steam flouring mill east of Mechanic street. Messrs.

Hayden & Reynolds are still operating these mills, which can make one
hundred thousand barrels of flour per year. Mr. Hayden has been a
member of the vestry of St. Paul's church since its organization, and is

now one of the wardens. He was chief engineer of the fire department
in 1861-2. He was elected member of the house of representatives, Mich-
igan legislature, in 1862, and was mayor of the city in 1874-5.

Samuel Higby became a resident of Jackson in 1839, and the same
year was admitted to the practice of his profession in the courts of this

state. Mr. Higby at once took a high stand among the citizens of Jack-

son, not only as a lawyer, but in all the relations of life. A consistent

member of the Episcopal church, he stood forth to the day of his death
a bright example to the church and to the world of the life of a Christian

gentleman. The practice of Mr. Higby was not that of an advocate, but
as counsel and in chancery practice it is no disparagement to the bar of

Jackson to say that he st(»od at its head. As a counselor he was sought,

not only in intricate legal cases, but in many others of great importance,

and all parties interested were perfectly certain that his decision would
be the impartial conclusion of his judgment.

In 1843 Mr. Higby was elected recorder of the village, and in 1856
he was elected its president, being the last to hold that office. Mr. Higby
in 1869 was elected judge of the fourth judicial circuit, but resigned after

serving three years and resumed the practice of his profession, in which
he was actively engaged when he was struck with the hand of death on
the 12th of May, 1876, while in the office of the county clerk in the per-

formance of his duty. Mr. Higby was a member of the vestry of St.

Paul's church from the time of its organization to the close of his life,

and for many years was one of its wardens. Of Judge Higby it could

most truly be said that he w^as an honest man, the noblest work of God.
Benjamin M. Rockwell and William Hudson came here in 1837, and

after forty-one years of industry are both living in the enjoyment of that

respect and esteem to which they are entitled by lives of usefulness.

Fidus Livermore came to Jackson in May, 1839, and was admitted to

the practice of the law the same year. He at once took a stand among
the leading members of the bar, and has to the present time continued
in the practice of his profession. In that, as in all other relations of life,

Mr. Livermore has always been regarded as one of the leading citizens

of Jackson.

Mr. Livermore was elected township treasurer in 1840, to the house
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of representatives of the legislature of Michigan in 1842 and again in

1843; was appointed prosecuting attorney in 1846 by Gov. Felch,and in

1848 by Gov. Ransom. He was elected prosecuting attorney in 1854,
and was democratic candidate for judge of probate in 1858. Mr. Liver-
more was nominated for representative to congress in 1874, and again in

1876, and though unsuccessful, as the democratic party was largely in

the minority, j^et he always run ahead of his ticket in Jackson county,
thus proving the high estimation in which he was held by those who had
longest and best known him.

Phineas Farrand became a citizen of Jackson in 1836. He was a
lawyer and continued a resident of Jackson in tlie active practice of his

profession until his death. In 1836 he was candidate for representative

in the legislature at both the special and general elections, and was pros-

ecuting attorney for the county from 1843 to 1845. In 1838 he became
a member of the firm of Farrand, Johnson & Higby.

Fairchild Farrand practiced law in Jackson from his admission to

the bar of the county to his death in 1877. He came to Jackson in 1837.

Mr. Farrand was county clerk from 1840 to 1842, and president of the
village in 1855.

Levi P. Gregg settled in Jackson in 1838, and immediately com-
menced work at his trade as a tailor. He soon formed a partnership

with B. F. Eggleston and opened a tailoring establishment. He followed

his trade until 1851, when he was elected register of deeds and was re-

elected in 1853. Mr. Gregg invested largely in boring for salt in the first

and deepest artesian well ever sunk in Jackson. He was also much
more largely interested in boring for petroleum oil at Petrolia, Canada.
Both of these investments were unremunerative, and by the latter Mr.

Gregg was a heavy loser. He has for many years been engaged in the

baking business, and has had an eating-house as well as bakery. Mr.
Gregg is still as active as when he came to Jackson, more than forty

years ago.

Benjamin Porter came to Jackson, and was one of the commissioners

to superintend the building of the state prison in 1838. The work on the

west wing and keeper's house w^as under the immediate supervision of

Mr. Porter. In 1847 he built the state capitol at Lansing, in wliich the

"State Pioneer Society" is now assembled. Mr. Porter was actively en-

gaged in contracting and other business to the time of his death, which
occurred .

His son, Benjamin Porter, is one of the proprietors of the Porter Coal

Company, and owns the land on which their works are situated.

Benjamin G. Mosher came to Jackson in . He was by trade a
mason and plasterer, and was always largely engaged in that business as

a contractor until his death in .

Mr. Mosher was elected mayor in 1872, and re-elected in 1873. There
was no man in the community stood higher than " Uncle Ben," as he was
of late 3"ears familiarly called.

We have it on the authority of William H. Monroe that when he
came to Jacksonburgh in January, 1837, there were but twenty-six build-

ings, all told, in it, including four stores. During the year 1837 W.
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Budington, D. M. Owen, Geo. B. Cooper & Co., W. H. & N. Monroe, Wolfley

<fe Rockwell, and Shears & Collier, were merchants. Wm. Ford & Son
were running the "Jackson mills." The Jackson Exchange was kept by
Paul B. Ring, Lewis Bascomb was keeping the Bascomb's Hotel, Leander
Chapman, Phineas Farrand and W. J. Moody were practicing attorneys

;

Ira C. Backus, John McLean and Oliver Russ were practicing physicians.

Wm. R. Thompson ran a stage to Ann Arbor, and Mr. ]\Iontgomery had
a tri-weekly lumber wagon line to Marshall.

On the 6th of March, 1838, the legislature changed the name of Jack-

sonburgh to Jackson.

In 1838 Moody and Johnson were partners as attorneys. D. Park-

hurst, Myrick C. Hough, Leander Chapman, Phineas Farrand and E.

Higby were also practicing attorneys. M. B. & J. W. Medbury, W. Baker
& Co., Green & Jessup, L. Blackwell & Co., Ford & Buck, and Wm. H. &
N. Monroe were merchants. Amos Bigelow, hardware merchant; J. M.
Gilbert, saddlery ; L. Graves, tailor; W. Chittock, tailoring establishment;

J. B. Cobt) and Smith M. Brown, carriage painters. Russell Blackman
was keeping public house, and the " Grand River House " was kept by H.

P. Maybee : George W. Gorham was a practicing physician ; L. S. House,

hat store; J. W. Gledden, watch and clock repairing; Jackson academy,

by Mr. Dudley ; D. B. Hibbard, livery stable ; Charles Derby, auctioneer
;

Joseph Ganson and Stephen Monroe, proprietors of Jackson iron foundry;

Samuel Higby, Alonzo Bennett and Jason W. Packard, school inspectors;

Lewis D. Welling, John Gillespie and John Kane, constables ; Fidus

Livermore, township treasurer; Oliver Russ and Wra. P. Worden, direct-

ors of the poor ; Norman Allen, agent for sale of Rowland's tonic mix-

ture; David F. Dwight and David Porter, in lime business, and Bunnell

& Fish, shingles; Ring & Hibbard ran a daily line of stages to Adrian.

In 1839 D. G. McClure and J. M. Terry were practicing physicians ; E. D.

Merriman became a resident; Childs, Houssel and Brown were carriage

painters, paper hangers and dealers in cabinet ware, and Benjamin Hazle-

ton was running an ashery.

There was in Jackson in 1839 two banks, two -printing offices (the

"Jackson Sentinel" and " Michigan Democrat"), two semi-monthly pub-

lications (the "American Freeman " and " Michigan Temperance Herald"),

two drug stores, ten dry goods stores. Five religious denominations held

services weekly (the Episcopal, Presbyterian, Methodist, Close Communion
Baptist and Free Will Baptist). The population of the village was, by
the newspapers at that time, claimed to be one thousand, and the num-
ber of dwellings two hundred, with eighty additional in the course of

completion.

ELPXTIONS.

Township Meeting, 1831.

At the first annual township meeting held in and for the town of

Jacksonburgh, at the house of William R. Thompson, Alexander Laverty

was chosen moderator, Samson Stoddard, clerk, who, with William R.

DeLand, justice of the peace, formed the board of election, and proceeded
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to ballot first for supervisor, when, on canvassing the votes, there were
seventeen for Ralph Updike, thirteen for Wm. R. Thompson, and one for

Alexander Laverty, whereupon Ralph Updike was declared duly elected.

They then proceeded to ballot for township clerk, and on canvassing the

same there were fifteen for Christian Prusia, thirteen for David Striker,

and one for Hiram Thompson, whereupon Christian Prusia was declared

duly elected.

For Assessors—Horace Blackman, 15 votes; Isaac Sterling, 15 votes;

Ezekiel T. Critchett, 15 votes.

For Constable—Horace Blackman, 18 votes; Ezekiel T. Critchett, 4

votes.

For Commissioners of Highway—Alexander Laverty, 36 votes, (elec-

ted); Isaac Sterling, 30 votes, (elected); Isaiah W. Bennett, 21 votes;

Russell Blackman, 14 votes.

For Overseer of Poor—Lemuel Blackman, 19 votes, (elected).

For School Commissioners—Samson Stoddard, Wm. R. DeLand, and
Oliver Russ, chosen by uplifted hand.

For School Inspectors—Osgood H. Fifield, Hiram Thompson, Daniel

Walker, Isaac N. Swain and James Valentine.

For Fence Viewers—John Durand, Martin Flint, Samuel Roberts and
Timothy Williams.

For Overseers of Highway—Chester Wall, Horace Blackman, Ralph
Updike and Wm. C. Pease.

Poundmaster—Martin Flint.

TOWN MEETING CATALOGUE, 1831.

Russell Blackman, William Shipman, Isaiah W. Bennett, Daniel
Hogan, Merville Freeman, Wm. R. Thompson, Orgil Cummins, George
C. Pease, Oliver Russ, John Durand, James Fifield, John Wickham, Wil-
liam C. Pease, William Curtiss, Abel Daniels, Josephus Case, Lyman
Pease, Hiram Thompson, Elias Keyes, Christian Prusia, John Fifield,

Silas Loomis, E. S. Billings, Timothy Williams, Jeremiah Thompson,
Osgood H. Fifield, Isaac Sterling, Samuel Wing, John Wellman, Lemuel
Blackman, David Striker, Chester Wall, Martin Flint, Elemis Gillett,

Horace Blackman, Ezekiel T. Critchett, John Richie, Jesse Beard— 38.

At an election held at the public house of Wm. R. Thompson on the

11th day of July, A. D. 1831, for the purpose of electing one delegate to

congress and two members of the legislative council, votes were cast as

follows, viz

:

For Delegate to Congress—Austin E. Wing had 6 votes; Samuel W.
Daxter, 21 votes.

For Members of the Legislative Council—James Kingsley had 27

votes ; George Renwick, 22 votes ; Elias M. Skinner, 5 votes.

(Signed) RALPH UPDIKE, ^

CHRISTIAN PRUSIA,
EZEKIEL T. CRITCHETT, ^ Ivspedor.s of Ekction.

ISAAC STERLING,
|

HORACE BRACKMAN, 1
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1832.

At a meeting of the electors of the township of Jacksonburgh held at
the house of Wm. R. Thompson on the first Tuesday of October, 1832,
pursuant to, and by authority of, an act of the legislative council of said
territory entitled "An act concerning a state government, approved June
29th, 1832." Upon canvassing the votes given at said meeting, the result

was as follows, viz : Forty-two votes were given for " yea ;
" one vote was

given for " nay."

We certify the above to be true.

WM. R. DeRAND, Moderator.

JOHN T. DURAND, Toion Clerk.

H. THOMPSON, Asst. Clerk.

ANNUAL TOWNSHIP MEETING—FIRST MONDAY IN APRIL, 1832.

For Supervisor—John Durand, 25 votes; Isaac N. Swain, 22 votes.

For Township Clerk—John T. Durand, 56 votes ; Isaiah W. Bennett,
20 votes.

For Constable—Horace Blackman, 24 votes.

1833.

At an election held at the house of David Keyes on the second Mon-
day of July, 1833

:

Fox* Delegate to Congress—William Woodbridge had 20 votes; Lucius
Lyon, 26 votes.

For members of the legislative council—George Renwick had 27 votes

;

Abel Millington, 24 votes ; Henry Rumsey, 26 votes ; Munnis Ivenney,
22 votes.

(^^g^"^)' ^- T- CRITCHET,
) of ElectionWM. D. THOMPSON, j"

^^^'''' "J •^^^'^'*^"-

1835.

At a special election at the house of Wm. Bothwell, on the 25th of

May, 1835, for the purpose of electing one delegate to represent Jfickson

count}^ in convention " now assembled " to form a state constitution,

Rosevelt Davis had 50 votes, and Roswell B. Rexford 46 votes.

(Signed), OLIVER RUSS,
SAMUEL WOODWORTH,
WxM. R. DeLAND, Toxon Clerk.

At an election held the 5th and 6th of October, 1835, for governor
Stevens T. Mason had 51 votes; John Norvell, 1 vote; William E. Per-

rine, 1 vote.

Lieutenant Governor—Edward Mundy had 51 votes ; Ross Wilkins,
1 vote; William R. Deland,l vote.

Representative to Congress—Isaac E. Crary had 59 votes.

Representative to the State Legislature—Townsend E. Gidley had 58
votes ; Abram F. Bolton, 30 votes ; James Franklin, 6 votes.
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Senators, Fifth district—David Page had G2 votes; Abel Millington,
62 votes ; Benjamin T. Mather, 57 votes; Henry Rumsey, 31 votes ; Silas
Finch, 30 votes; William J. Moody, 31 votes.

Adoption of the state constitution, Yes, 27 votes ; No, 5 votes.

(Signed), SAMUEL HAMLIN,)
OLIVER RUSS, [ InsjiecloTS of FAection.

JOTHAM WOOD, )

At an election held April 4th, 1835, to elect two delegates to represent
Jackson county in convention to form a state constitution, Townsend E.
Gidley liad GO votes; Rosevelt Davis, 58 votes; Roswell B. Bedford, 56
votes; Thomas McGee, 51 votes.

(Signed), JOTHAM WOOD, ) Inspectors of Election

JOHN DANIELS,
[ for the

CURTIS WHEELOOK. ) Town of Jaclcsonhurgh.

1836.

At the township meeting, 4th of April, 1836, at the house of Paul B.
Ring, for register of deeds Joseph C. Bailey had 81 votes; William R.
DeLand, G3 votes.

For Supervisor—Jotham Wood had 65 votes; Daniel Coleman, 63
votes; J. Wood, 2 votes.

For Township Clerk—Wm, D. Thompson had QQ votes; Wm. R. De-
Land, 55 votes.

For Justices of the Peace—J. W. Dwight had 103 votes; Joseph C.

Bailev, 70 votes; James Fifield, G5 votes; Hiram H.Smith, 63 votes;

Williara'^R. DeLand, 63 votes; David Keyes, 61 votes; J. W. Dwiglit, 16
votes.

William R. DeLand and Hiram H. Smith had each received an even
number of votes, and declared a tie between them. And then the elect-

ors again proceeded to vote for one justice of the peace, and William R.
DeLand had 48 votes; Hiram H. Smith, 48 votes.

Wliereupon it was declared a tie. The sun being then' down, it was
declared that no more votes could be polled upon that day.

Phineas French was appointed poundmaster.

(Signed), DAVID KEYES, J. P., )

J. C. BAILEY, J. P., \ Tow7ish>23 Board.

OLIVER RUSS, Moderator. )

William R. DeLand was elected justice by "lot," on the 16th of April

for one year, deciding the tie vote between H. H. Smith and himself. At
a special election May 2, 1836, William R. DeLand had 38 votes for jus-

tice of the peace; Hiram H. Smith 34 votes for justice of the peace, thus
finall}'^ deciding the contest in favor of DeLand.

At a special election at the house of Paul B. Ring, on the 11th and
12th of March, 1836, for representative to the state legislature in place of

Townsend E. Gidley, resigned, Pliineas Farrand had 80 votes; AbramF.
Bolton, 37 votes; John N. Dwight, 1 vote.
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At a special election on May 3d, 1836, for representative to the state

legislature, Abram F. Bolton had 41 votes; Phineas Farrand, 1 vote;

Oliver Russ, 3 votes ; Josephus Case, 1 vote ; D. F. Dwight, 1 vote.

At an election held on the r2th of September, 1836, for a delegate to

the state convention, Jerry G. Cornell had 52 votes; Ethan Allen, 53

votes.

At the election on the 7th and 8th of November, 1836, for presidential

electors, William H. Welch, Woolcott Lawrence and William Draper had
105 votes ; David McKinstry, Daniel LeRo}' and William H. Hoeg, 80

votes.

For Senators, Fifth District—Geo. B. Cooper had 109 votes, (elected(;

William Moon, 110 votes, (elected); Marcus Land, 90 votes; Abram F.

Bolton, 86 votes.

Representative in State Legislature—Jerry G. Cornell had 88 votes,

(elected); Phineas Farrand, 109 votes..

For Sheriff—Amasa B. Gibson had 128 votes, (elected) ; George W.
Gorham, 75 votes.

County Clerk—William R. DeLand, 108 votes ; William D. Thompson,
101 votes, (elected).

County Clerk, (to fill vacancy)— William D. Thompson had 96 votes,

(elected).

Judge of Probate—Leander Chapman had 82 votes, (elected). ; Benja-

min Copeland, 97 votes.

Judge of Probate, (to fill vacancy)—Leander Chapman had 87 votes,

(elected).

Associate Judges—David Adams had 123 votes, (elected) ; Ethan
Allen, 107 votes, (elected); Joab Page, 37 votes; John Hall 38 votes.

Countv Treasurer—Oliver Russ had 82 votes, (elected) ; Samuel Ham-
lin, 128 votes,

County Surveyor—John T. Durand had 142 votes, (elected) ; Anson
H. Delamater, 49 votes.

Register of Deeds—Jolni N. Dwight had 132 votes ; Joseph C. Bailey,

87 votes, (elected).

1837.

At the November election on the 6th and 7th November, 1837:

For Governor—Stevens T. Mason had 168 votes; Charles C. Trow-
bridge, 186 votes.

For Lieutenant Governor—Edward Mundy had 165 votes; Daniel S.

Bacon, 185 votes.

For Senator—James Kingsley had 164 votes; Dwight Kellogg 171

votes, (elected).

For Representative—Jerry G. Cornell had 160 votes; Townsend E.

Gidley, 181 votes, (elected).

For County Loan—Yea, 70 ; No, 2.

(Signed). JAMES GANSON,
AARON SWAIN,
OLIVER RUSS, ) Inspectors of Election.

J.\MES FIFIELD,
W. D. THOMPSON,
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1338.

At the township meeting April 2, 1S38:

For Supervisor—Jotham Wood had 16 votes ; James Ganson, 99 votes.

For Town Clerk—Norman Allen had 130 votes; William D. Thomp-
son, 99 votes.

For Justice of the Peace—John N. Dwight had 128 votes; John C.

Burnell, 107 votes; James Fifield, 88 votes; Lewis Collamer. 99 votes.

For Treasurer—William D. Thompson had 105 votes.

1839.

At the township meeting, April 1st, 1839:
For Supervisor—James Ganson had 230 votes; David F. Dwight,

194 votes.

For Township Clerk—Joseph C. Baile}' had 275 votes : Fairchild
Farrand, 114 votes; Norman Allen, 46 votes.

For Justice of the Peace—William J. Moody had 230 votes ; John C.

Burnell, 104 votes; DeWitt C. Chapin, 64 votes.

For Township Treasurer—Edward Higby had 208 votes ; Fairchild
Farrand, 116 votes.

For Collector^Lewis D. Willing had 320 votes; John P. Sawyer, 94
votes.

At a special election for justice of the peace in place of John N.
Dwight resigned, on the 7th of January, 1839, Benjamin J. Mather had
117 votes; William J. Moody, 110 votes.

At the election November 5th and 6th, 1838:
For Representative in Congress—Hezekiah G. Wells had 217 votes

;

Isaac E. Crary, 198 votes.

For State Senators—Townsend E. Gidley had 191 votes; Olne}' Haw-
kins, 209 votes; Thomas J. Rice, 190 votes.

For State Representatives—Benjamin Copeland had 227 votes ; Har-
vey Austin, 207 votes: Henry Acker, 192 votes; Merrick C. Hough, 182
votes.

For Sheriff—James A. Dyer had 223 votes; Moses Benedict, 166 votes.

For County Clerk—William R. DeLand had 181 votes; Joseph C.

Bailey, 201 votes.

For County Treasurer—Norman Allen had 197 votes ; Wm. D. Thomp-
son, 194 votes.

For County Register—Peter C. Lawrence had 182 votes ; William E.

Perrine, 208 votes.

For Coroners—James Valentine had 204 votes ;
Caleb Calva, 206 votes;

Joab Page, 189 votes; Isaac Kirby, 190 votes.

For County Commissioners—Nicholas Townley had 205 votes; Drusus
Hodges, Jr., 200 votes; Alvin Clark, 195 votes; Ira C. Backus, 199 votes

;

Thomas McGee, 185 votes; William H. Pease, 197 votes.

For County Surveyor—John T. Durand had 210 votes ; Franklin
Pierce, 187 votes.

At the general election, 4th and 5th of November, 1839 :
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For Governor—William Woodbridge had 312 votes; Elon Farns-
worth, 248 votes.

For Lieutenant Governor—James Wright Gordon had 311 votes;

Thomas Fitzgerald, 238 votes.

For State Senator—James M. Edmunds had 307 votes ; Russell Briggs^

237 votes.

For State Representatives—Henry B. Lathrop had 345 votes ; Henry
Acker, 308 votes; Charles DeLong, 222 votes; David Johnson, 220 votes.

For Count}' Commissioners—Alvin Clark had 272 votes ; Harvey
Austin, 230 votes.

For County Treasurer—John N. Dwight had 257 votes; Joseph C.

Bailey, 235 votes.

At the township meeting, April 6th, 1840:

For Supervisor—James Ganson had 2G1 votes ; Martin B. Medbury,
211 votes; John McConnell, 118 votes.

For Justice of the Peace—Leander Chapman had 233 votes; Zepha-
niah Piatt, 295 votes ;

Berthier M. Sheldon, 23 votes.

For Township Clerk—Joseph C. Bailey had 264 votes; Fairchild

Farrand, 205 votes; Albert Foster, 77 votes.

For Township Collector—David Gould had 208 votes; David Fuller,

280 votes; Lewis D. Welling, 100 votes.

For Township Treasurer—Fidus Livermore had 251 votes; Berthier

M. Sheldon, 243 votes ; Lemuel S. House, 91 votes.

1840.

At the general election, November 2d and 3d, 1840:

For Presidential Electors—Augustus L. Portia had 21 votes; Jabez

S. Fitch, 21 votes; Thomas McGee, 21 votes; Thomas L.Drake, 341 votes;

John VanFossen, 341 votes ; Hezekiah G. Wells, 341 votes ; Charles Moran,

255 votes ; Kingsley S. Bingham, 255 votes ; Charles E. Stewart, 255 votes.

For Representative in Congress—Jacob M. Howard had 335 votes;

Alpheus Felch, 262 votes.

For State Senator—George B. Cooper had 292 votes ; Norton B. Rams-
dell, 281 votes; Edward L. Fuller, 318 votes; Townsend E. Gidley, 304

votes; Valorius Meeker, 11 votes; Theodore Foster, 11 votes.

For State Representative—Augustus D. Hawley had 319 votes; Ben-

jamin Copeland, 327 votes ; Leander Chapman, 281 votes; Jerry G. Cor-

nell, 268 votes; Horace Fowler, 12 votes: John M. Reed, 13 votes.

For Sheriff—Jonathan L. Videto had 332 votes ; John L. Butterfield,

270 votes ; Israel S. Love, 1 5 votes.

For County Clerk—Fairchild Farrand had 303 votes; Fidus Liver-

more, 292 votes; Henry H. Gilbert, 13 votes.

For Treasurer—John N. Dwight had 332 votes; Benjamin H. Packard,

264 votes; James D. Cowden, 16 votes.

For Register—George Byrne had 317 votes; Merrick C. Hough, 253

votes; Seymour B. Treadwell, 14 votes; William E. Perrine, 28 voles.

For Judge of Probate—William R. DeLand had 327 votes ; Giles

Bloomfield, 272 votes.
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For Commissioner—John Belden had 330 votes; Franklin Pierce, 271
votes; Horace Dean, 15 votes.

For Assoctate Judges—Henry A.Francisco had 330 votes; Samuel
Shelden,33I votes; Daniel Porter, 268 votes; Guy C. Chatfield, 2G8 votes;
Thomas McGee, 15 votes; George L. Densmore, 14 votes.

For County Surveyor—John T. Durand had 329 votes; Anson H.
Delamater, 26i votes; George L. Densmore, 15 votes.

1841.

Township meeting, April 5th, 1841.

For Supervisor—James Ganson had 243 votes; Jotham Wood, 236
votes; Berthier M. Sheldon, 63 votes.

For Justice of the Peace—Merrick C. Hough had 350 votes; George
Munroe, 135 votes; Seymour B. Treadwell, 17 votes.

For Township Clerk—Jason B. Packard had 261 votes; Albert Foster,

238 votes; John McLean, 21 votes.

For Township Treasurer—John W. Sachett had 266 votes; Edward
Higby, 240 votes; James D. Cowden, 20 votes.

1842.

Township meeting, April 4th, 1842:

For Supervisor—WilUam J. Moody had 272 votes; Benjamin G.

Mosher, 179 votes; Berthier M. SheUlen, 53 votes.

For Justice of the Peace—John Garrow had 255 votes; Lott C. Steele,

208 votes; Seymour B. Treadwell, 45 votes.

For Township Clerk—Edward Higby had 224 votes; Albert Foster,

219 votes; James T. Burchard, 51 votes.

For Township Treasurer—Levi P. Gregg had 232 votes; Lyman Case,

191 votes ; John T. Wilson, 44 votes.

1843.

Township meeting, April 3d, 1843:

For Supervisor—Marcus Wakeman had 317 votes; Jotham Wood,
169 votes; Cyrenus Smith, 49 votes.

For Justice of the Peace—Lott C. Steele had 289 votes ; James A. Dyer,

193 votes; Seymour B. Treadwell, 51 votes.

For Township Clerk—Warren N. Buck had 304 votes; Albert Foster,

181 votes; Cyrus H. Thompson, 54 votes.

For Township Treasurer—Berthier M. Shelden had 247 votes; Levi

P. Gregg, 238 votes; Benjamin Hazleton, 50 votes.

WILLIAM J. MOODY,
WARREN N. BUCK, Clerk.
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1844.

Township meeting

:

For Supervisor—Marcus Wakeman had 300 votes; John T. Durand,

189 votes; Horace Wheelock, 123 votes.

For Justice of the Peace—Berthier M. Shelden had 258 votes; Fidut

Livermore, 241 votes ; Se\ mour B. Treadwell, 110 votes.

For Township Clerk—Warren N. Buck had 295 votes; Milton J. Hol-

brook, 177 votes; Norman Allen, 128 votes.

For Township Treasurer—Ichabod Cole had 260 votes ; James Munroe,
218 votes: Frederick Johnson, 129 votes.

VILLAGE ORGANIZED UNDER CHARTER, MARCH 7, 1843.

Presidents.

1843. Abram V. Berry.

1844. Abram V. Berry.

1845. Abram V. Berry.

1846. Jerome B. Eaton.

1847. John Sumner.
1848. Alva Gould.
1849. Orson W. Bennett.

1850. John Sumner.
1851. John Sumner.
1852. G. Thompson Gridley.

1853. G. Thompson Gridley.

1854. John W. Hulin.
1855. Fairchild Farrand.
1856. Samuel Higby.

CITY ORGANIZED FEBRUARY 14, 1857.

No. of

votes cast.

915
- 955

933

Mayors.

1857. James B. Wood,
1858. Peter B. Loomis,
1859. William Jackson,

1860. Amos Root, - - -

1861. Amasa B. Gibson, - 1,027

1862. Amasa B. Gibson, - 940
1863. Amasa B. Gibson, - 1 ,059

1864. Delos Fisher, - - - 1,098

1865. Daniel B. Hibbard, - 1,106

1866. Moses A. McNaughton, 1,370

1867. Warren N. Buck, - - 1,529

1868.

1869.

1870.

1871.

1872.

1873.

1874.

1875.

1876.

1877.

No. of

Mayors. votes cast.

Warren N. Buck. - 1,625

William M. Bennett, - 1,875

William M. Bennett, - 2,155

Jasper H. Noyes, - 2,275

Benjamin H. Mosher, - 2,417

Benjamin H. Mosher, - 2,077

Henry A. Hayden, - 2,699

Henry A. Hayden, - 2,425

James O'Donnell, - - 2,685

James O'Donnell. - 3.029

1850. Census of village,

1854.

1860. Census of city, -

1864. " ''
-

2,363

3,336 Voters, 1,003; houses, 782.

4,799

5,544

u a ^^ ,.„ Voters owning property, 1,365)
1^^^- ^^'^^'^ " without " 1,432 f

1874. " " - - 13,859

Number of houses in 1870, 2,007; families, 2,066.

Votes cast November, 1876, 3,625 ; registered, 3,842 ; estimated popu-

lation, 18,000.
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RAILROADS.

The Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad was chartered by the legislature

of the territory of Michigan in 1833, was completed and commenced
running in October 1836 from Toledo to Adrian—thirty-three miles, and
from this time until 1842, when the Central road was completed to Jack-
eon, most of the freight to and from the east was brought to Jackson over
that road and hauled by teams from Adrian or Clinton.

In 1835 banking privileges were granted to this company, and the

bills of the Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad Company for several years

formed a goodly share of the circulating medium in this community in

common with the whole of what was then the northwest.

The Palmyra and Jacksonburgh Railroad was chartered in 1836, and
twelve miles—from Palmyra, on the Erie and Kalamazoo Road, to Clin-

ton—was finished in 1837. This road was forfeited to the state, the

iron (fiat bar) taken up and the road abandoned. The line is that on
which the Jackson branch of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern
was afterwards built.

JACKSON RAILROADS.

The Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad, the Fort Wayne, Jack-

son and Saginaw Railroad, the Grand River Valley Railroad, and the

Michigan Air Line Railroad may well be called "Jackson railroads," as

they were all projected by the citizens of Jackson, and built by their

energy, enterprise and capital. They were all aid 3d by subscriptions of

stock or subsidies made by the city of Jackson, in conformity in every

case with the will of a majority of the electors of the city, as expressed at

special elections held for that purpose, and it is probable that in every

instance this timely aid rendered by the city secured the building of each

of the roads. The business men of Jackson also subscribed largel}^ to

the capital stock of these roads, and to them and the electors at large

then is the city most indebted for these important lines of trade and travel

which have proved so beneficial to its interests, and have added so largely

to its wealth, its importance and its general standing.

The ofiicers of these companies have always been citizens of Jackson,

and this city has always been the headquarters from which their business

has been done. All of these roads, except the Fort Wayne, Jackson and
Saginaw Railroad, have been under leases to the Michigan Central since

their completion or before, and are run and managed exclusively by that

company.

GRAND RIVER VALLEY RAILROAD.

This company was incorporated in 1846. The first meeting of the

stockholders was held June 23, 1853, and Joseph E. Beber, of Jackson,

elected president. The road was completed from Jackson to Onondaga
in 1867, to Eaton Rapids July 4, 1868, to Charlotte the autumn of 1868,

Hastings spring of 1869, and Grand Rapids spring of 1870. The city of

Jackson voted a loan of $50,000 to this company, without interest, except

such per cent, as might be declared as a dividend on the stock, and the
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business men of Jackson also subscribed largely to the capital stock. The
officers are Amos Root, of Jackson, president; E. W. Barber, of Char-

lotte, secretary; and Edward S. Lacey, of Charlotte, treasurer.

AIR line EAILROAD.

The intention of those interested in the organization of this road was
to secure another through route from Chicago by the Grand 'i'runk at

Ridgeway, or the St. Clair branch of the Great Western of Canada, and
with that in view right of way was procured and grading done east of

Jackson ; but the road from Jackson to Nilc-s was leased to the Michigan
Central company, and finished between those points in February, 1871,

and is now operated by the Central company. The city voted to this

company a loan of S4G,500, and Jackson county voted a loan of $150,000,

but the decision of the supreme court prevented the payment of either of

these sums. A large proportion of the stock was subscribed by the citi-

zens of Jackson. The officers of the road are Jerome B. Eaton, presi-

dent; E. Bancker, secretary; and Moses A. McNaughton, treasurer; all

of Jackson.

THE JACKSON, LANSING AND SAGINAW RAILROAD.

The Jackson and Lansing Railroad was organized February 23,1864,

with H. A. Hayden for president and W. D. Thompson for treasurer,

which offices these gentlemen still continue to fill. The name was changed
to Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad February 24, 1865. This

road was completed to Mason in 1865, to Lansing in 18G6, and to \Ve-

nona, on Saginaw bay, December 6, 1867.

In 1866 this company purchased the franchises and land grant of the

Amboy, Lansing and Traverse Bay Railroad Company, including the

road already built from Owosso to Lansing, and in July, 1873, finished

the road to Gaylord, 236 miles north from Jackson, and will undoubt-
edly, at no distant day, extend their line to the straits of Mackinac.

The city of Jackson, by a vote of its electors, subscribed $50,000 to

the capital stock of this company, and without this action on their part

the road could not probably have been built at this time, if at all. Large
subscriptions to the stock were also made by the citizens of Jackson.

THE JACKSON, FORT WAYNE AND CINCINNATI RAILROAD.

The Jackson, Fort Wayne and Cincinnati Railroad Company was or-

ganized in Sej)tember, 186S,in'Michigan, and in October the Kort Wayne,
JacK'son and Saginaw Railroad Company was organized in Indiana, and
the Fort Wayne, Jackson ami Saginaw Railroad Company, as now exist-

ing, was organized February 25, 1869, by the consolidation of the com-
panies in accordance with tiic laws of Michigan and Indiana. Author-
ized by a vote of the electors, the city of Jackson made a loan to this

company of $23,500 on the same terms as that made to the Grand River
Valley Railroad.

The first officers were H. H. Smith, president ; P. B. Loomis, treas-
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urer; and E. Pringle, secretary. The road was completed and running
from Jackson to Reading, Michigan, November 22, 1869, to Angola, In-

diann., January 17, 1870, and to Fort Wayne, Indiana, December 25,

1870. The first report after completion was made in February, 1871, by
P. B. Loomis, president. In it he says :

"I cannot close, however, without referring, with regret, to the resig-

nalion of Mr. Hiram H. Smith, wiio has served in the capacity of presi-

dent from the organization of the company until recently. And while

success has been secured only by the full, hearty, cordial and united

efforts of the people residing along the entire line, we may here, in part-

ing with him, as our chief executive officer, justly and gracefully say, that

to his untiring efforts, more than to any other one individual we are in-

debted for success."

Mr. Loomis has since continued to act as president, and is also general

nsanager. B. S. Chapin was elected treasurer in 1871, and is still acting.

Mr. Pringle is still secretary, having acted in that capacity since the

organization of the company.

MICHIGAN CENTRAL.

The Michigan Central Railroad was completed to Jackson on the 29th
of December, 1841, and, as it was nearly three 3^ears from that date before

it was completed to Albion, in this interval of time in which Jackson was
the terminus of the road, and commanded the business of the country
north and west, undoubtedly was laid the foundation, not only of the
future prosperity of the city, but also of that of most of our active, suc-

cessful business men.
The prosperous citizens of Jackson in 1878, are those who in 1842-3-4

were then commencing their business career, most of them with but
a limited capital, but with unbounded confidence and determination to

succeed. The interests of the Central Road subsequently became, in a
great measure, identified with that of Jackson, in consequence of the
leasing to that company of the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw, the Grand
River Valley, and the Air Line Railroads. This concentration of roads
terminating at Jackson made it necessary for the Central Company
to provide for the repair and building of the equipment of roa-ds, and led

to the establishment of the shops here for tlie building and repair of

locomotives, and made Jackson the head-quarters of the assistant general
superintendent, and most of the officers connected with the working de-

partment of the road. This action of the company has made Jackson
the residence of over 1,000 of the employes of the Central Road and its

branches, and has undoubtedly already caused an addition of over 5,000
to the population of the city.

BANKS;

On the 15th of March, 1837, the legislature of Michigan passed an
"act to organize and regulate banking associations," and on the lOtli of
October the books were opened for subscriptions to the capital stock of
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the Jackson County Bank, which was organized by the election of Paul

B. Ring as president and P. G. Hughes as cashier. On the 13th of October

the books of subscription were closed with over $300,000 subscribed, and
. $34,000 in specie being reported as actually paid in, being $10,000 more
than the amount required by law.

On the 3d of April, 1838, Alpheus Felch and Kintzing Prichette, bank
commissioners, made a report to the legislature of the State of Michigan,

of which the foUowiug is an extract

:

"On the 22d dtiy of February last the undersigned, together with their

associate, Thomas Fitzgerald, Esq., visited the Jackson County Bank,
located at Jackson. The president and cashier were absent—the bank was
in charge of Charles VanDorn, who had been appointed teller tempora-

rily. The teller presented to the commissioners a letter from Paul B.

Ring, the president, addressed to two of the directors, which expressed

the hope that the commissioners would not insist on an examination at

present, for the reason that in the absence of the writer, satisfactory in-

formation of the state of the bank would not be afforded them. The
commissioners, however, having expressed their intention to proceed im-

mediately to the examination, the teller expressed his willingness to

exhibit the books and papers, and afforded such information as was in his

possession. Search being made for the .stock book, it could not be found

;

the teller presumed it to be in the trunk of the cashier, to which he had
not access.

"On examination of the books of the bank the following circumstan-

ces were exhibited : the names of all persons and corporations with whom^
accounts had been opened were written in pencil, the entries in ink. In

a few minutes, therefore, the whole face of the business transactions of

the bank could have at any time been entirely changed. On the 5th of

November, 1837, there appeared to have been an entry of a specie de-

posit of $20,000 in the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of Detroit. This

entry had been erased with a knife, but on careful examination the

original entry was legible. There was also an entry of a specie certificate

from H. H. Brown & Co., Detroit, for $10,000. The date of this entry

had been also the 5th November. This date had been erased and a new
date substituted. The language of the entry had also been altered, but

being written over the original words could not be traced. This certifi-

cate of deposit was not to be found, and was presumed to be in the hands
of the absent cashier. The teller and Mr. Fitch, one of the stock-holders,

who was present during the examination, were of the opinion that this

certificate was the first installment of specie paid in.

The commissioners proceeded to an examination of the specie in the

bank. Gold coin was exhibited loose in a drawer, which, being counted

,

amounted to the sum of $1,037.78 ; about $150 in loose silver was also'

counted. Beneath the counter of the bank nine boxes were pointed out

by the teller as containing $1,000 each. The teller selected one of these

boxes and opened it. This was examined and appeared to be a full box
of American half-dollars. One of the commissioners then selected a box,

which he opened and found to contain a superficies only of silver, while

the remaining portion consisted of lead and ten-penny nails. The com-



Annual Meeting of 1878. 321

missioners then proceeded to open the remaining seven boxes. They
presented the same contents precisely, with a single exception, in which
the substratum was window-glass broken in small pieces. The teller, as

well as A. F. Fitch, the stockholder above mentioned, disclaimed all

knowledge of the transaction. How, when, or by whom this fraud had
been perpetrated they could not tell. The teller stated that tlie boxes

had been in the bank for some time past, but whether the contents or

any part of the same had been there within the last twenty-four hours
they did not know and could not swear.

Immediately on the discovery of this fraud the teller and Mr. Fitch

went into an adjoining apartment, and after a little consultation pro-

duced from under a bedstead two boxes, one without a lid and apparently

full of coin, the other with half a lid and about half full. These they

stated to be the propert}'' of the said Bank of Jackson. The commission-

ers counted the coin in the several boxes above mentioned, and found the

contents to be as follows

:

Box 1st contained .

Box 2d " . .

Box 3d " . .

Box 4th

Box 5th

Box 6th

Box 7th

Box 8th

Box 9th
Box 10th
Box 11th

$3,909 18

The coin not in boxes, as above mentioned, amounted
to $ 153 00 in silver."... 1,037 18 in gold.
" in boxes, as above, .... 3,909 18

. . . $205 43
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RESOURCES.

Discounted notes and other loans, $37,694 42

Due from other banks 4,341 00

Bills of other banks, 3,189 00

Specie, 5,099 96

Certificate of deposit, 10,000 00

Expense account, 939 32

$61,263 70

liabilities.

Capital, $30,000 00

Circulation, 44,940 00

Deposits, 586 49

Profit and loss, 439 00

Total liabilities, $75,965 49

Total resources, 61,263 70

Showing a deficit of resources to meet its liabilities of . . $14,701 79

If to this be added the certificate of deposit of . . . 10,000 00

which could not be found, and which it is probable is not

a real asset of the bank, and also bills of the bank put in

circulation and not entered upon any book which was

accessible to the commissioners, and which subsequent

information has shown to be 20,000 00

There will appear to be a real deficiency of assets to meet the

liabilities of this bank of $44,701 00

Such is the character and condition of the Jaekson County Bank.

The result of this report was that the " Jackson County Bank " was

closed and its assets placed in the hands of a receiver. On the 21st of

August, 1838, Amasa B. Gibson, as receiver, gives notice " that on Octo-

ber 1st every demand that day due the bank will be put in suit."

In 1838 the Detroit and St. Joseph Railroad Bank was organized and

commenced operations on the east side of the river, with William Ford

as president and Amasa B. Gibson as cashier. This bank continued

doing business for some three years, when the supreme court of the state

declared the law of March, 1837, unconstitutional, and all the banks

organized under it were closed.

After the collapse of the wild-cat banks, Jackson was without banking

facilities until George B. Cooper engaged in the banking business in 1848.

In 1851 William D. Thompson became associated with him. This insti-

tution has from its foundation been the principal banking establishment

of Jackson, and is now incorporated under the name of the Jackson City

Bank. William D. Thompson is president and Benjamin C. Newkirk is

cashier.

In March, 1856, Peter B. Loomis and Samuel Whitwell commenced
the banking business under the name of Loomis & Whitwell. In 1865,
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on his removal from Jackson, Mr. Whitwell withdrew, and the business

was continued very successfully by Mr. Loomis, who is now president of

the same institution, which is one of the principal banking houses in the

city, under the name of P. B. Loomis & Co.

The " Interest and Deposit Bank " was established February 3d, 1869,

by Douglass Gibson and Thomas Westren, and is one of the successful

banking institutions, Mr. Gibson being president, and Mr. Westren cashier.

The First National Bank was authorized to commence business on the
20th February, 1865, with Alonzo Bennett as president, and John C. Bon-
nell as cashier. In January, 1878, Mr. Frank C. Bennett succeeded Mr.
Bonnell as cashier.

The People's National Bank was established June 6th, 1865, with
Henry A. Hayden as president, and John M. Root as cashier. In 1871
Mr, Hoot was elected president and Willard C. Lewis cashier, and these

gentlemen are now acting.

The Jackson County Bank commenced business May 1st, 1872. The
present officers are Horace C. Ismon, president, and H. B. Perrin, cashier

NEWSPAPERS.

On Saturday, the 25th day of March, 1837, the first number of the
first newspaper printed in Jackson was issued. It was called the " Jack-
sonburgh Sentinel ;" was published weekly by Nicholas Sullivan, at the
office on the northeast corner of the public square, having for its motto,
*' Reason is man's distinguishing attribute—freedom of speech his in-

alienable birthright—the liberty of the press his impregnable safeguard."
In politics the Sentinel was professedly neutral, but from the first de-
cidedly favored the whig party, of which it soon became the organ, and
in 1840 supported Gen. Harrison for the presidency.

MICHIGAN DEMOCRAT.

On the 8th of March, 1838, Mr. George W. Raney commenced the
publication of the " Michigan Democrat," a weekly paper of which they
they say, " This paper will be a firm supporter of democratic principles
and democratic measures." In August the " Democrat " was owned and
edited by Mr. George W. Raney. In November, 1839, the Democrat was
published by Raney and Cheney, editors. In 1839, besides the Sentinel
and Democrat, there were two semi-monthly publications in Jackson

—

the "American Freeman " and *' Michigan Temperance Herald."

JACKSON PATRIOT.

Mr. Reuben S. Cheney bought out the Michigan Democrat in 1845,
and commenced the publication of the Jackson Patriot. He soon after
associated with himself Mr. Wilbur F. Storey. On the 18th of January,
1848, they commenced the publication of the " Jackson Daily Patriot,"
but this was discontinued when it was demonstrated that as yet a daily
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paper would not pay in Jackson. The Patriot of May 2d, 1849, claimed

to be the only paper published in the county.

In 1851 Mr. Cheney sold the Patriot to Joseph F. Titus, who was editor

and proprietor for several years. He was succeeded in 1854 by Mr.

Cheney, and he, in 1857, by Mr. Thomas Boughton, and Boughton and
Brothers who, in 18(33, sold out to Chapin and Higgs. They were suc-

ceeded by Mr. W. W. VanAntwerp. In 1866 the "Eagle," which was
owned by B. D. Carlton, and had been published for four years, was
merged with the Patriot, which has since been owned and edited by its

proprietors, Carlton and VanAntwerp. The first publication of the

Patriot as a daily paper by Carlton and VanAntwerp was on the 20th of

August, 1870, when the "Jackson Daily Patriot" was issued, since which
time its publication has been continuous.

MICHIGAN STATE GAZETTE.

On the 13th of August, 1840, was issued the first number of the " State

Gazette," a weekly paper published by M. Spencer Moore and William

Hitchcock, editors and proprietors, they having bought out on the 21st

of July the entire printing establishment of the "Sentinel," which was

no longer published. The "Gazette" was ardent in its support of Gen-

eral Harrison for the presidency, and in its general advocacy of the

principles of the whig party. Mr. H. H. Heath was for a time editor of

this paper, and he was succeeded by Mr. A. A. Dorrance, in the spring of

1848, the paper then beins owned by Hitchcock & Allen. On the nomi-

nation of Martin VanBuren the "Gazette" deserted the whig party and
came out for Mr. VanBuren and free soil, whereupon Mr. Dorrance left

the paper and established the "Michigan State Journal," the first number
of which was issued September 27, 1848. This paper was published until

some time after the election of Taylor and Fillmore, and was then sold

to Munger & Pattison, state printers, and removed to Lansing. Mr.

Dorrance purchased the "Gazette" and changed the name to the "Citizen,"

on the 15th of August, 1849. Mr. Dorrance subsequently sold the "Citi-

zen" to C. V. DeLand, who published it for a number of years, and then

sold it to Dr. W. C. Smith, and from him it passed in April, 1864, into

the hands of Mr. Jas. O'Donnell, by whom it has been since published.

The publication of the "Daily Citizen" was commenced by Mr. O'Donnell

March 27, 1865, and was the first successful effort to publish a daily paper

in Jackson.

MICHIGAN FARMER.

The "Farmer " was established and published in Jackson as a monthly,

by D. D. T. Moore, and sold to Mr. Hurlburt in 1844, by whom it \vas

edited for two years, and then by Hurlbut and Williams, by whom it

was sold to Warren Isham. In the latter part of 1846, or early in 1847,

the "Farmer" was removed to Detroit, when, in 1853 it passed into the

hands of R. F. .Johnstone, under whose control it has since remained,

having been published weekly since 1858.

There has been several other papers published in Jackson, but their
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existence has been so brief that they have left no history to write, unless

it would be the date of the first and last issue, and the disappointment

of the publishers.

The publication of the "Volksfreund," a weekly paper in the German
language, was commenced in January, 1872, at Fort Wayne, Ind. In

1876 this paper was removed to Jackson, and the seventh volume is now
being published by Rudolph Worch, under the name of " Michigan
Volksfreund," and receives, as it deserves, a cordial support from all

familiar with the language of the fatherland.

In December, 1877, the first number of the " Michigan Sun," a paper

devoted to the principles of the National Greenback Party, was issued.

CHUECH ORGANIZATIONS.

St. Paul's Church, Jackson, (Protestant Episcopal), organized Septem-
ber 9th, 1839. Rev. Charles Fox, clergyman, presiding; Ira C. Backus
and Samuel Higby elected wardens; Charles Derby, Lemuel S. House,
Henry Tisdale, Joseph C. Bailey, Leander Chapman and Giles Bloomfield,

Luther Graves and Samuel H. Kimball, elected vestrymen.
First Congregational Church, organized March 22d, 1841; Daniel

Parkhurst, Gordon Case, Amasa B. Gibson, Chester Bennett, Silas W.
Stowell, Berthier M. Shelden, were elected trustees.

First Methodist Episcopal Church, organized March 19th, 1840. Rev.
Elijah H. Pilcher, presiding elder of the Marshall district, appointed
William Tyler, Nicholas Sullivan, Reuben O. Hollister, Osgood H. Fi-

field and John Lyon, trustees.

First Free Will Baptist Societ3% organized February 27th, 1843 ; Rose-

velt Davis, Nathaniel Norvill, William P. Fifield, Chester Herrington,
Ralph Stiles and Samuel P. Lewis, trustees.

Free Will Baptist Church, organized February 28, 1839.

First Baptist Church and Society, organized January 2, 1858.

New Church, organized September 8, 1858.

First Wesleyan Methodist Church, organized December 8, 1858.

Hebrew Synagogue, organized April 21, 1862.

German Evangelical Lutheran Trinity Church, organized May 24,

1864.

African Methodist Episcopal Church, organized October 20, 1865.

Christian Church and Society, organized February 28, 1866.

First Universalist Church, organized April 22, 1866.

Jackson Society of Spiratulists, organized March 28, 1868.

Second Baptist Church and Congregation, organized October 1, 1868.

Evangelical Society, organized January 19, 1875.

First Free Methodist Church, organized May 13, 1875.

First Unitarian Society, organized December 1, 1875.

Apostles' Church of Jackson, organized April 23, 1877.
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SECKET SOCIETIES.

MASONIC.

St. John's lodge, No. 8, (F. and A. M.) was established in Jackson, June

5, 1845, by removal from Brooklyn, but the charter was surrendered soon

after.

Jackson lodge, No. 17 (F. and A. M.) was established under dispensa-

tion. It has since continued a successful and useful existence.

Michigan lodge. No. 50, (F. and A. M.) was instituted on the 3d of

February, 1852, and has proved an able and useful assistant to the older

lodge from which it is an ofF-shoot.

Jackson chapter, No. 3, (R. A. M.) was constituted by dispensation

from G. R. A. C. of U. S. A., on the 31st day of May, 1847, and has so

well performed its mission that no desire has ever been expressed for

another.

Jackson commandery, No. 9, was chartered February 15, 1860, and is

now one of the best organized in the state.

Jackson council of R. and S. M. was instituted September, 1870.

ODD FELLOWS.

Jackson lodge. No. 4, I. 0. O. F. was instituted August 19, 1845, and
has now on its roll of membership 653 names, of which 100 are known
to be dead. In 1870 this lodge built a brick block on Cortland street, at

a cost of $20,000; the upper story of which they now occupy. The
present membership is 125.

Central City lodge, No. 162, I. 0. 0. F. was instituted May 18, 1871.

Present membership 60.

Wildey encampment. No. 5, I. O. O. F. was instituted February 4th,

1847. Present membership 80.

Martha lodge. No. 2, Daughters of Rebecca, instituted February 23,

1869. Present membership 70. This lodge owns property valued at |500.

Each of the above bodies of Odd Fellows are incorporated under the

statute.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The first fire company in Jackson was organized in 1843, with Peter

E. DeMill as foreman. The first engine, " Protection No. 1," was a goose

neck. The fire department was reorganized in 1856, the old engine sold to

the state for the use of the prison, and two new engines purchased

—

"Protection No. 1," J. B. Tomlinson, foreman; and "Neptune No. 2," L.

A. Pennoyer, foreman. In 1858 the third engine was bought—" Liberty,

76," Calvin T. Beebe, foreman. This engine was sold in 1865 to the city

of Marshall. In 1866 the name of " Neptune" was changed to Germania.
Three hose companies were formed—" Protection No. 1," Charles Beebe,

foreman ;
" Germania No. 2," George Fleisher, foreman ; and " Liberty

76," Edwin Hague, foreman. Peter B. Loomis was first chief engineer
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in 1857. He served two years, and was succeeded by Henry A. Hayden,
who served in 1860-1. In 1861 T. E. Hayes was elected chief engineer.

He performed his duty in a manner so satisfactory that he was re-elected

annually to the time of his death. He was succeeded by Thomas Bud-
ington.

Thomas E. Lusk was chief engineer from 1864 to 1876. George Lake
was chief engineer from 1876 to 1877. Thomas E. Lusk is now chief

engineer.

J. W. Hewitt was connected with the fire department from its organi-

zation until two years since.

The fire department of Jackson, in all the days of hand-engines, was
one of the best organized and decidedly the most efficient of any in the

state. In the several contests and tournaments with companies from the

other cities and villages of the state, their success reflected great credit

upon Jackson. When the chief engineer of the Jackson fire department

called upon his forces to " man the brakes," whether at a fire or in a

friendly contest, it was understood that work was to be done such as any
company might well be proud of. In every contest Jackson fire companies
were victors. They carried off the prizes at seven tournaments. Each
chief engineer can boast of his silver trumpet, and Jackson won and held

the champion banner against all competitors.

In 1865 the city bought a rotary steam fire engine, called Phil Sheri-

dan, afterwards changed to Gen. Sherman. From this time the hand-

engines fell into disuse, but the efiiciency of the fire department of Jackson

has been in no way impaired by the change, and its members feel the

same pride in the discharge of their duty as when their predecessors stood

by the brakes.

In 1870 the city constructed water works on the Holly plan, and they

have been the main reliance for the extinction of fires, although the

steamer has been retained as a measure of protection for the districts not

reached by the Holly works.

The Holly system has been severely tested several times, and has, so

far, proved an entire success. It has always prevented the spread of the

flames, and there has usually been more damage from the flood of water

than from the fire.

The force now employed consists of one chief engineer, Thomas E.

Lusk; one first assistant engineer, John' Cudihee; two hook and ladder

men; two foremen—one for each hose-cart; two drivers—one for each

hose-cart; eight pipe-men—sixteen in all. Sixteen men, one hook and lad-

der truck, two hose-carts, and three horses.

STATE PRISON.

In 1838 the " State Penitentiary " was located at Jackson. Benjamin
Porter and Amasa B. Gibson were, on the 3d of April, 1838, appointed

commissioners to superintend the building of the State Penitentiary,

under the act of March 22d, 1838.



328 Pioneer Society of Michigan.

The first work in construction was done under a contract with S. W.
Stowell. Benjamin Porter acted as agent in supervising the work.

Tlie system of letting the labor of the convicts to work for contractors

has been the policy pursued by the state, though large numbers havo

always been employed on the never-to-be-compieted prison walls and
building.

The number of convicts was less than 100 until 1854, increased to

272 in 1860, and during the war ran down to 104 in 18G3 and 105 in 1864.

From the report of the inspectors and warden it would appear that

the earnings of the prison for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1877,

were §112,542 35 ; expenses, $107,007.92 ; expended for repairs, new build-

ings and improvements, $11,403.26; received from contractors, $106,1 18.81;

broom shop, 822,315.26 ; cigars, $16,942.52 ; visitors, $3,401,30; total re-

ceipts including miscellaneous items, $156,693.22. Of this amount $148,-

558.97 was expended, and $14,866.67 paid into the state treasury, and
$13,965.00 drawn from the state treasury on appropriations for building

shops, cells, etc ; average per diem contract price for prison labor ,Septeni-

ber 30, 1877, $59.50; average per diem earnings per contract, September

30, 1877, $51.55; number of convicts in prison September 30, 1877, 802;

number of convicts let to contractors September 30, 1877, 300.

The prison grounds were first inclosed with tamarack logs sharpened

and set deeply into the ground so close together as to form a continuous

and comparative substitute for a wall. The buildings and shops first

erected w^ere of the same temporary character. For several years the

prison was known all over the state as the " Tamaracks."
The State of Michigan did not, like many others, proceed at once

upon a settled plan, and finish the prison buildings, the shops and the

walls. The course pursued by the state has been the direct reverse of

this, and a small appropriation year after year has resulted in a hideous

piece of patch-work still unfinished, known as the ''Michigan State

Prison." The walls as originally built were too low, and did not include

sutficient space; they have been topped-oiit and the area increased. First,

the west wing was built with a few cells, these were built on tier after

tier until the highest tier was finished. The central building has been

built and rebuilt until it has assumed shape and proportion in defiance

of all style of architecture. 'I'he east wing was built much after the

same fashion as the west, and the year of grace, 1878, finds more cells

being built and more wall being raised, forty years after the passage of

the " act to locate the State Penitentiary."

To describe the long drawn out manner in which the shops for the

contractors, and for working the convicts, would only be to repeat the

history of the prison building itself; suffice it to say, that so far from

being finished one was built in the year 1877.

The notice of pioneer citizens who made Jackson their home after

1850 will necessarily be brief, as the object of this sketch is rather to

gather such information of the times previous as will preserve the record

of those early days, rather than to write a history to the present time.
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Hon. Austin Blair came to Jackson in 1840, and was a member of

the house of representatives of the legislature of Michigan in 1846, and
of the senate in 1855. He was elected prosecuting attorney for the county
in 1853; was the war governor of the state, serving 1861-2-3-4, and was
elected to congress from the third district of Michigan in 1867, being re-

elected in 1869 and 71. Governor Blair, in the full maturity of his

powers, is now in the practice of law in Jackson. He was whig, with
-abolitionist tendencies until the formation of the republican party, with
whom he acted until 1872, when he supported Horace Greeley, and has
since been liberal in politics.

Amos Root came to Jackson in 1841, and has since been one of the
iictive business men of the city. Mr. Root has been member of the vil-

lage council and was alderman under the city organization. He was
elected mayor in 1860 and appointed postmaster in 1861, serving for four
years. Mr. Root was inspector of the state prison nine years, and six

years a member of the board of public works of Jackson, of which he
acted two years as president. Mr. Root has a large farm on Portage, and
gives it a considerable share of his attention. Mr. Root was a whig, but
in 1872 joined the "liberal movement" and supported Horace Greeley.

Peter B. Loomis entered into partnership with John N. Dwight in

1843, and established himself in Jackson as a merchant. In 1850 he
fcought the Kennedy steam mills, and was for four years engaged in the
milling business. In 1856 he became a member of the banking firm of
Loomis & Whitwell, which, as P. B. Loomis and P. B. Loomis & Co., has
continued to be one of the principal banking houses of the present time,
and of which Mr. Loomis is now president. In 1857 he became president
•of the Jackson City Gas Company, and now holds that office. Mr. Loomis
was very active in procuring the construction of the Fort Wayne, Jackson
<& Saginaw Railroad, of which he has been president since its completion.
Mr. Loomis is a republican. He was mayor of the city in 1858, and of
the house of representatives, legislature of Michigan 1859.

John D. Conely settled in Jackson in 1854. He was admitted to the
bar in 1858, and at once commenced the practice of his profession, which
he has since followed very zealously and industriousl3'',and with a marked
degree of success. His first practice was in company with G. T. Gridley.
In 1861 he entered into partnership with Gov. Blair and William K. Gib-
son, and was in company with them for two years. He is now alone in prac-
tice, and has a large and lucrative business.

Mr. Conely has been for several years a member of the school board
in the district in which he lives. He is a democrat but has taken very
little interest in politics since the election in 1860, when he was a candi-
•date for Congress on the Breckenbridge ticket.

Wiley R. Reynolds came to Jackson in 1840. He engaged in the
grocery business six months after his arrival, in company with George T.

<5rardner. In 1842 Reynolds and Gardner sold their stock to Henry H.
Gilbert.

Mr. Reynolds soon after started again in the same business. In 1844
he added dry goods to his stock in trade. In 1851 he formed a copart-
nership with his brother, Wm. B. Reynolds. In 1856 he sold his interest
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to another brother, Sheldon C. Reynolds. In 1857 Mr. Reynolds bought
the interest of Wm. B. Reynolds, and the firm, W. R. & S. C. Reynolds^
confined their business exclusively to dry goods, in which they transacted

a verv large business until the year , when they sold their stock to-

L. W"! Field.

In 1851 Mr. Reynolds became interested with Mr. H. A. Hayden in

the purchase of the "yEtna Flouring Mills," as the mill built by the;

Fords was called, and engaged in the manufacture of flour. Messrs.

Ha^'den and Reynolds also purchased the Kennedy steam mills in 1854^,

and have been large buyers of wheat to the present time. Their mills,

have a capacity to make 500 barrels of flour daily. Mr. Reynolds is a
democrat, but has taken but little interest in politics.

Leander Chapman came to Jackson in 1835 and commenced the prac-

tice of law. He was judge of probate from 1836 to 1840, and prosecuting

attorney for a portion of the same period. He was candidate as repre-

sentative to the legislature in 1840. Mr. Chapman was county treasurer

from 1842 to 1846, and member and speaker of the house of representa-

tives, Michigan legislature, in 1848. Judge Chapman resided in Jackson-

over a quarter of a century, and always maintained a high standing

among the best men in the county as a lawyer and as a citizen. He was
in politics a democrat.

James C. Wood settled in Jackson and commenced the practice of law
in 1844. In 1847 he became a member of the law firm of Livermore &
Wood, which existed for over twenty years. Mr. Wood was elected county
treasurer in 1847, and re-elected in 1849. He was elected first mayor of
the city in 185-, and served as member of the lower house in 1875-7.

Mr. Wood is now practicing law in company with his son, Charles B.

Wood. Mr. Wood in his principle is a democrat, and has always beeiy

active in advocating the principles of his party.

Samuel 0. Knapp came to Jackson in 1844 and took charge of the
manufacturing of woolen goods in the state prison. In 1848 he went to^

Lake Superior and took charge of the valuable " Minnesota mine," in

which he was largely interested, and from which he derived a compe-
tence. Mr. Knapp was for four years a member of the board of public

works and president of the school board of district No. 1 for several years.

He has given much attention to horticulture, and is an active and valu-

able member of the State Pomological society. He is in politics a repub^

lican, and is one of the pillars of the Methodist church in Jackson, of

which denomination he has been a member for forty-six years.

Rev. Daniel T. Grinnell, D. D., came to Jackson in 1847, and took

charge of St. Paul's Episcopal church, of which he remained the active,,

faithful and successful rector for twenty-one years, and until he was re-

moved by death in 1868. He found the society and parish poor and
feeble ; he left it zealous and prosperous. When Dr. Grinnell took charge

of the parish the Sunday school was little other than such in name. Under
his care it soon became one of the most interesting and instructive, and was;

attended largely by children not belonging to the parish, as well as by
those belonging to it. When its real founder and painstaking teacher

was taken away from it, the Sunday school of St. Paul's churcli was the?
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largest in the city. The charity of Dr. Grinnell was so broad and its ex-

ercise so unlimited, that he was as much loved by those outside of his

parish as in it.

Joseph Tunnecliff, Jr., is a native of the state of Michigan. He was
educated as a physician and surgeon, and has practiced his profession in

Jackson for over thirty five years, with the exception of a short residence

at Sacramento in California in 1852, and while serving as surgeon of the

Fourth and First Michigan volunteer infantry during two years, and as

assistant state military agent until the close of the war. He was surgeon
for the Michigan Central Railroad Company at Jackson from 1865 for ten

years. In 1867 he was appointed United States examining surgeon for

pensions, and served until 1873. Dr. Tunnecliff has acquired much
celebrity as a successful operator in surgery, and stands with the first in

Jackson in his profession. He is an allopathist. Dr. Tunnecliff was a
republican until 1872, wh^n he supported Horace Greeley, and is now a

"liberal" in politics.

James O'Donnell came to Jackson in 1848, was clerk for William
Jackson, entered the Citizen office in 1854 to learn the trade of printer,

and also worked in the Patriot office. In 1864 he purchased the Citizen

office, then a weekly paper. The publication of the Daily Citizen was.

commenced in 1865 by D, W. Ray and Mr. O'Donnell. Mr. Ray died in

1866, and since then Mr. O'Donnell has been sole editor and proprietor

of the Citizen, both daily and weekly. The Citizen has been and is the
organ of the republican party. Mr. O'Donnell was elected city recorder

in , and mayor in 1876-7.

Eugene Pringle became a member of the law firm of Kimball & Prin-

gle in 1850, immediately after making his home in Jackson. In 1852
he was circuit court commissioner, and was recorder of the village in
185- In 1856 he was elected prosecuting attorney, and was re-elected

in 1858, and was city attorney in 1858-9, In 1860 he was elected to the
house of representatives, and in 1866 to the senate of the Michigan legis-

lature. In 1867 he was a member of the state constitutional convention,

and in 1871 he was appointed a register in bankruptcy, and is still active

as such. Mr. Pringle was a member of the board of public works from
1871 to 1875. He has been active in all the railroad enterprises in which
Jackson has been interested, and is now secretary of the Fort Wayne,
Jackson and Saginaw Railroad, which office he has held since the organi-

zation of the company.
James L. Mitchell settled in Jackson in 1850 and commenced the

practice of his profession as a physician and surgeon, and is still active

in the discharge of his duties. Dr. Mitchell has held the office of town
clerk, supervisor and alderman. He was for twelve years a member of
the school board for district No. 1, and for ten of these years he was the
director. Dr. Mitchell has always been a democrat. He joined the masonic
fraternity in 1852, and has always been a very active member of all the
orders of the fraternity. He has presided in all the subordinate and
most of the grand bodies of which he has been a member.

Frederick M. Foster has been a resident of Jackson for over thirty

years. He has filled many offices of trust and responsibilit}^, and always
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with credit to himself. He was city treasurer in 18G7-S. Mr. Foster

has, since he first came to Jackson, be^n prominently connected with the

I. O. of Odd Fellows, and has presided in the grand lodge and grand
encampment, as well as in the subordinate societies. He was grand
treasurer of the grand lodge of I. 0. of Odd Fellows for several years, and
was master of Michigan Lodge No. 50 in 1858.

Charles W. Penny came to Detroit in 1831, a young man not yet of

age. Mr. Penny resided in Detroit ten years. He was one of the origin-

ators and first members of the "Young Men's Association," and of the

military organization known as the "Brady Guards" of that cit3^ In
1841 Mr. Penny removed to Jackson, which has since been his home.
He was for many years engaged in the mercantile business, and was on©
of the principal business men of this place. He early interested himself

in the formation of the " Young Men's Association," has been its presi-

dent, and has always taken a lively interest in its affairs. He has also

been an active odd fellow, and has presided in the lodge and encamp-
ment. Mr. Penny has, during his entire residence in Jackson, been a
prominent member of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and for over

thirty years a member of the vestry of the parish of St. Paul. He is now
one of the wardens, and is one of the most vigorous and active men of

his age in the city.

George D. Brown is a native of Tompkins County, New York. He
is one of four brothers who, at an early day, made their home in Michigan.

Lewis, Amos and William were among the first settlers in the town-
ship of Parma, in the western part of Jackson county, where they engaged
in farming.

They have always been of the most intelligent and respected, as of

the most industrious and successful farmers in the communities in which
the}'^ lived.

Hon. William G. Brown was a member of the Michigan House of

Representitives in 18G6.

Mr. George D. Brown in 1848, then a j'^outh of twenty years, com-
menced business in .Jackson in the book and stationary trade, which he
has successfully continued to the present time.

Mr. Brown, from small beginings, has built up by his perseverance

and business ability, the largest trade, perhaps, in the state outside of

Detroit. He has for the most of the time had the entire monopoly of

the retail business in Jackson, and his urbanity and tact have enabled

him to acquire and retain the custom of all who have once come within

the influence of his genial way.s. The most accommodating spirit, accom-
panied with the determination not to be undersold, has made it possible

for Mr. Brown to overcome all opposition.

For many years Mr. Brown lias had a wholesale department connected

with the business, and while the retail book and stationai}' trade is large,

it is but a small item of the business of the present firm of Brown & Pilcher

compared with the tranctions in the wholesale.

Mr. John B. Carter was at one time, and for several years, a partner of

Mr. Brown, and the business was much increased by the former through
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his intimate knowledge of the wants of the trade, and more still perhaps
by his ability as a salesman.

Mr. Henry J. Pilclier has for a number of years last past been as-

sociated with ]\!r. Brown, and the firm of Brown & Pilcher have now a
well established reputation which ensures to them a large and increasing
business.

Mr. Pilcher is the son of Rev. Elijah Pilcher, who was the first Meth-
odist minister in Jackson. He organized a class in 1830, from which has
sprung the present First Methodist Church of this city, and his was the
first church organization in Jackson county.

The Rev. Mr. Pilcher has lived many years in Jackson, officiating both
as local preacher and as presiding elder. He is still living, with his use-

fullness unimpaired. Henry J. Pilcher is a native of Jackson. He has
for many years been the superintendent of the Sabbath school of the first

Methodist church of Jackson, and to him more than to any other is due its

efficiency and great success. Mr. Pilcher is known as one of the most
pains-taking and estimable of the business men of Jackson.

William M. Bennett came to Jackson in 1847, and entered the store
of S. W. Whitwell as a clerk, and from that time to the present Mr.
Bennett has been with little intermission connected with the dry-goods
trade in Jackson. In 1855 he bought out Mr. Whitwell. The amount
of goods sold by Mr. Bennett since the business came into his hands has
been as large as that of any house in the interior of Michigan. Mr.
Bennett was elected maj'^or of the city in 1869 and re-elected in 1870. He
was for four years a member of the board of public works at Jackson.

William Knickerbocker settled in Pulaski in 1837, removed to Hills-
dale county in 1838, and in 184G came with his family to Jackson, where
he is still living in the enjoyment of a competence in his ripe old age,
surrounded by his children and his children's children. His son, Charles
K. Knickerbocker, was from 1846 for several years engaged in the livery
business. In 1858 he formed a copartnership with Col. J. B. Eaton in the
wholesale grocery business, and for eight years they transacted business
as large as any in that line in the state. They then sold out to Hal J &
Dodge. Mr. Knickerbocker joined with Allen Bennett and William D.
Thompson in building the " City mill," one of the largest steam flouring
mills in the state, and has since then devoted himself to the flouring
business. The same firm bought the "Stone mills" at Albion, and Mr.
Knickerbocker has been general manager of the business, w^hich has al-

ways been very large, and in which he has shown business ability of the
first order. The firm are also largely interested in the patents for

"purifiers," by which the flour known as "patent flour" is manufactured.
These purifiers are made at Jackson, and have become a necessity in all

first-class mills. The capital of the "Purifier Company "is $1,000,000,
and their business corresponds in extent to the amount of their capital.

1837.

In the year 1837 N. Munroe was dealing in dry goods, groceries, hard-
ware, boots and shoes, drugs, dyestuffs, window sash, etc. In the spiing
of 1837 J. N. & D. F. Dwight sold their stock of goods to N. Munroe. In
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the summer Arza Richardson sold his stock to Derrick W. Owens, who
kept a general assortment of goods, as did W. Budington and Wolfley &
Rockwell.

Spears & Collier were succeeded by Stowell & Collier. They sold out
to S. W. Stowell, who entered into copartnership with A. A. Welling,
forming the firm of Stowell & Welling. Welling in the spring had been
one of the firm of Clark & Welling. All these were dealers in groceries,

liquors, paints, oils, etc. Moses Bean, David Porter and S. W. Stowell
were selling lime. The Jackson furnace and iron foundry, on the east

side of Grand river, near the Ford mills, was owned and managed by
Samuel P. Clark, Stephen Munroe and Joseph Ganson. Paul B. Ring
kept the Exchange Hotel and run a line of stages to Tecumseh. M. L.

Sutton kept a select school. Phineas Farrand, Leander Chapman, Mer-
rick C. Hough, Fairchild Farrand and William J. Moody were practicing

attorneys. John N. Dwight was justice of the peace.

1838.

In 1838 the merchants of Jackson were W. Budington & Co., S. Black-
well & Co., Wolfley & Rockwell, succeeded by B. W. Rockwell, Dyer <fe

Derby, and H. H. & J. M. Gilbert.

Grocery and provision stores were kept by Stowell & Willing, suc-

ceeded by A. A. Welling, Myron Collamer, P. C. Vreeland & Co., S. W.
Stowell and Norman Allen.

C. E. Silsbee kept a furniture establishment. John Phelps had an
ashery. N. M. & J. M. Gilbert were saddle and harness makers. Wright
Chittock and L. Graves, tailors. Ring & Hibbard kept livery stable and
run a line of stages to Adrian. In the fall D. B. Hibbard kept a livery

stable. Ganson & Munroe were running the furnace and iron foundry
and selling blocks. A. P. Maybee kept the Grand River House, and
Munroe & Carpenter the Exchange. J(.>hnson & Higby, Moody & John-
son, L. Chapman, D. Parkhurst, M. C. Hough, Edward Higby, Phineas
Farrand and Fairchild Farrand were practicing attorneys. Dr. John
McLean kept a drug store and practiced his profession. Dr. Ira C. Backus
and Dr. Oliver Russ were also practicing physicians. J. W. Glidden re-

paired clocks and watches. Cobb & Smith were painters and glaziers.

G. W. Logan & Co. made and sold boots and shoes.

1839.

In 1839 S. Blackwell & Co. kept the New York store, and W. Baker
the Boston store. Burnell & Fish, A. Bennett, Dibble & Turnbull, and
Green & Jessup were merchants keeping a general assorment of goods.

Grocery stores were kept by Anderson & Rogers and Munson & Giles.

Horace Duryea, J. H. Rodgers, and Thomas Miller were makers and
dealers in boots and shoes. Lorenzo Griswold, Wright Chittock, L.

Graves, C. L. Mitchell and Gregg & Eggleston were tailors. J. D. Cow-
den made and sold furniture. He sold to C. E. Silsbee, and he to W.
Collamer. H. A. Rider sold plastering hair. The Jackson Academy
was kept by Mr. Dudley. Joel H. Rice kept livery stable.. Terry <fe Mc-



Annual Meeting of 1878. 335

Lean kept a drug store. Dr. E. D. Merriman was a practicing physician.

The Exchange Hotel was kept by William A. Munroe. The firm of

Farrand, Johnson & Higby was practicing law.

Norman Allen came to Michigan in 1833. He owned and kept the

tavern three miles east of the city, afterwards known as the McArthur
tavern stand. In 1835 he bought the stock in trade of Amos Temple,
•consisting of books and clothing. For many years Mr. Allen was actively

engaged in business. He is now, and for some time has been, acting agent
for fire insurance companies.

George Byrne settled in Jackson in 1838. He was elected register of

deeds in 1840, and served two years. He also served very acceptably as

justice of the peace for several years. His son, Gilbert R. Byrne, has been
in the banking house of Cooper, Thompson & Co., and with the Jackson
Oity Bank for many years. He is now assistant cashier of the last named
institution.

Wright Chittock came to Jackson in 1836. He immediately com-
menced work at his trade as a tailor. He followed that occupation until

he went to California in 1852. Mr. Chittock died in 1853, while return-

ing from the Pacific coast. Dr. Gordon Chittock, son of Wright Chittock,

came with his father to Jackson. He studied medicine, and at an early

sge commenced to practice as a physician. Dr. Chittock was soon recog-

nized as one of the most succesful of the practitioners of the city, and
took his stand among the leading members of his profession. Dr. Chit-

tock is now active in his profession, in which he has a large practice.

Latham Kassick came to Jackson in the spring of 1838. In 1839
William P. Kassick made Jackson his home, and under the name of W.
P. & L. Kassick they for many years transacted a general mercantile
business. After the dissolution of the firm the business was continued
by L. Kassick until 1867, when he retired from the trade. Mr. Kassick
is a member of the First Congregational church, of which he has for a
long time been one of the deacons.

Albert Howe settled inTecumseh, Lenawee county, Michigan, in 1837.
He removed to Adrian in 1840, and to Jackson in 1842. Mr. Howe kept
a saddle and harness establishment during his business life in Jackson,
and until within a few years. He has now retired from active business,

but his familiar face may be seen almost daily on our streets. Although
not one of the earliest pioneers, yet Mr. Howe is more fortunate than most
of them, as he is represented in Jackson by the fourth generation.

Douglass Gibson came to Jackson in his early boyhood with his father

A. B. Gibson, Esq., and has been for many years one of the prominent
business men of the city. Mr. Gibson was for several years one of the
largest dealers in iron, nails, stoves, tin-ware and hardware in general in

the interior of the state, as a member of the firms of Rice, Pratt & Co. &
Pratt & Gibson. In 1869 Mr. Gibson and Mr. Thomas Westren estab-

lished the Interest and Deposit Bank, of which Mr. Gibson was president,
which office, with an active participation in the management of the affairs

of the bank, he has continued to hold to the present time.

Mr. Albert Howe Gibson, son of Douglass Gibson, succeeded the firm
of Pratt & Gibson in the hardware business, in which he is still engaged,

° °U
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and is one of the most active and enterprising qf the business men of

Jackson of the third o:eneration.

Dr. Reuben C. Gibson came to Jackson county in 1835, and com-
menced the practice of medicine at the then flourishing viUage of Sand-
stone, afterwards removing to Gidiey's station, near the present village of

Parma. Dr. Gibson was very successful as a physician, and was held in

high esteem as a citizen. He closed a life of usefulness among those with

whom he had for many years been active in the discharge of every duty.

William R. Gibson, son of Dr. Gibson, is now, as he has been for over

twenty years, one of the most active members of the legal fraternity of

Jackson. Mr. Gibson is one of the leaders of the bar in the county, a

position which he has attained by industry and strict attention to bus-

iness, and to which he is entitled by his legal attainments. He has held

many offices of trust, those of city attorney and prosecuting attorney for

the county, among others. He is now the attorney for the Michigan
Central Railroad in Jackson. Mr. Gibson has for several j^ears taken

great interest in pomology and horticulture, and has come to be an au-

thority on all questions connected with those interesting subjects. He-
is an active member of the State Pomological Society, and has devofedi

much time to the advancement of its interests.

Jerome B. Eaton immigrated to Michigan in 1834, settled in Adrian,
where he remained until 1842, when he removed to Jackson, and at once

engaged in active business as a merchant. In 1858 Col. Eaton formed a

co-partnership with Charles K. Knickerbocker, and established the whole-

sale grocery house of Eaton & Knickerbocker. For eight years this firmi

was one of the largest dealers in their line of business in the state. Col.

Eaton was president of the village in 1846, was supervisor for several

years, member of the legislature in 1851, for four j^ears member of the-

board of public works, and is now president of the Michigan Air Line
Railroad Company, which office he has held since the organization of

the compan3^
W. W. Langdon settled in Jackson in 1835, and has been a resident

of the place to the present time, except one year that he lived in Na-
poleon.

Henry H. Bingham settled in Michigan in 1836. He came to Jackson
county in 1838, and was for many years engaged in trade. In 1851 he
made Jackson his home, and has since continued to reside in the city.

He was for many years connected with the state prison, first as clerk, then

as agent or warden.
Siraon Holland settled in the town.ship of Napoleon, Jackson county,

in 1837. He removed to Jackson in 1856, and was for many years en-

gaged in business, as a member, first of the firm of Holland & Lattimer,

then of that of Holland & Son, dealing largely in drugs, paints, oils,

medicines, etc. The business is still continued by his son, James M.
Holland. Deacon Holland was always a leading and zealous member of

the Baptist church, of which he was a deacon at the early age of twenty-

one years.

J. B. Tomlinson came to Jackson in 1842, and established himself in^

business as a dealer in jewelry and repairer of clocks and watches, ioi
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which he is still engaged. Mr. Tomlinson has been, and still is, a very
active member of the masonic fraternity, and has frequently been the
presiding officer in the lodge and chapter. He has always been noted for

his active benevolence, particularly for his attention to the care of the
sick, and for paying the last sad tribute to the dead.

Moses A. McNaughton settled in .Jackson in 1841, and entered at once
upon the practice of his profession as a physician, which he followed
successfully for several years. Dr. McNaughton at an early day became
a large holder and dealer in real estate. He has always taken an active
part in all questions of public improvement. He was one of the princi-
pal promoters of the organization which secured the building of the Grand
River Valley Railroad. Dr. McNaughton was one of the first directors

of the Michigan Air Line Railroad Company, and as a member of the
business committee was continually engaged in forwarding the consturc-
tion of the road until it was completed from Jackson to Niles. He is one
of the officers of the company at the present time. He was elected to the
state senate in 1852, and mayor of the city in 1866.

Morris Knapp came to Michigan in 1840. In the winter of 1843-4
Mr. Knapp settled in .Jackson. He soon after became interested in mail
routes and stage lines, in connection with D. B. Hibbard. The firm of
Knapp & Hibbard was for a long time the largest stage proprietors in the
state, and running more miles of mail route than any other contractors.
Mr. Knapp has for many years been proprietor of an extensive livery,
sale and boarding stable. His pleasant address and accommodatino- dis-

position have made for him a host of friends. His son, Charles A. Knapp,
is associated with H. G. Sutton in the hack and omnibus line of the city.

John Westren at an early day entered a large quantity of land in
Jackson county. He made Jackson his home in 1841, and resided in the
city until his death. He was always a large holder and dealer in real
estate. He took great interest in the development of the iron mines of
Lake Superior, and was a large stockholder in the Jackson Iron Company
from the date of its organization. Mr. Westren was a man of sterling
integrity and great force of character. He was universally respected and
esteemed. His son, Thomas Westren, is a native of Jackson, and has
always made it his home. He joined Mr. Douglass Gibson in the estab-
lishment of the " Jackson Interest and Deposit Bank," of which he is

now, and always has been, the cashier.

Joseph Hanaw became a resident of Jackson in 1857. He was for
many years engaged in trade, and has always been, as he is now, one of
the most active business men of Jackson. Mr. Hanaw has accumulated
a handsome property and has a family of eleven children, to share with
him his days of prosperity. His time is now occupied in looking after
the rental of his stores and houses, in the care of his numerous family,
and as agent for a line of ocean steamers.

E. J. Connable joined A. H. Pinney in 1858 in a contract at the prison
for the manufacture of farming tools. Mr. Connable removed from Ohio
to Jackson and took charge of the business, which under his manage-
ment was very successful. He withdrew from the business at the expi-
ration of his contract in 1854, and has for several years been largely en-

2tu
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gaged in the manufacture of drain tile, sewer pipe, fire and paving brick,

and other articles of stoneware. Mr. Connable is one of the most active

and enterprising business men of the city. He opened and worked one
of the coal mines. To him belongs the credit of establishing and build-
ing up the extensive works of the Jackson Fire Clay Company, of which
he is president.

Silas Heyser came to Jackson in 1855, and engaged in business as a
carpenter and joiner. He has for several years been largely engaged in

the manufacture of sash, blinds and doors, and has now in connection
with his sons, Winfield C. and Walter J. Heyser, one of the largest manu-
facturing establishments in the city, in connection with an extensive
lumber 3'ard.

Abram V. Berry came to Jackson in 1841, and as a member of the
firm of Berry & Medbury was one of the leading merchants of Jackson.
He was at one time one of the proprietors of the " Ford mills," and largely

engaged in the purchase of wheat and manufacture of flour. Col. Berry
has filled many offices of public trust, and always with credit to himself.

He was president of the village in 1843-4—5, and city marshal in 1858,
1859-60. He has also been supervisor, alderman and held other offices

of appointment. Col. Berry is of an ingenious turn of mind, and is the
author of several inventions of great merit.

James L. Holmes came to Michigan with the family of his father in

1837. In 1838 he removed to Jackson, and has since resided in this city.

Mr. Holmes has always been an active business man, and is one of the
best known in the town. He is now engaged in the wholesale and retail

wine and liquor trade. He is a most enthusiastic disciple of Isaac Wal-
ton, and has made his rod familiar with most of the waters in and around
the state. To the lakes of Jackson county it is no unusual practice for

him to go day after daj^ without regard to the weather, especially if it is

such as is favorable to the piscatory sport. Mr. Holmes is a most effi-

cient member of the board of public works of the city of Jackson, which
position he has held for three years.

1877.

The concluding pages of this sketch will be devoted to giving such
information relative to the most notable of the mining, manufacturing,
mechanical, industrial and business interests of the city, (though neces-
sarily imperfect), as will enable those unacquainted with its resources to

understand why Jackson, the " Central City," is one of the most prosper-
ous of the cities of this state.

COAL mines.

The coal mines west of Jackson were worked as early as 1856, but the
mines in the city were first worked by William Walker in 1861. There
are now four mines worked within the city limits, employing 200 men,
and there were sold in 1877 from these mines 67,685 tons of coal.
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CHEMICAL WORKS AND PULP MILLS.

The chemical works are of the most extensive and costly in the Uni-
ted States. They employ fifteen men, and their gross product in 1877
was of the value of $62,000. The pulp mills are run in connection with
the chemical works and employ twelve men. The pulp for the manu-
manufacture of paper is made of poplar-wood, of which there was used
in 1877 1,500 cords. The value of the product of the pulp mills in 1877
•was $65,000. The chemical works and pulp mills are owned by R. H.
li^merson & Co., managed by Mr. Emerson and Mr. Charles D, Peppard.

CIGARS.

There are now in the city fourteen manufacturers and dealers in

cigars. This has become an important branch of trade in Jackson.
There was manufactured in the city, in 1877, five million five hundred
and eleven thousand seven hundred and seventy-five (5,511,775) cigars,

on which internal revenue duty was paid. Cigar boxes are also manu-
factured in Jackson.

' THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH.

The first line of telegraph was completed to Jackson in January, 1848,
and the first message was sent and received on the 12th day of that
month. The marvelous results following the introduction of telegraphy
can only be realized by understanding the extent of its use in the trans-

action of all kinds of the business of the county, both public and private.

The trains on all important railroads are run by telegraph. Its use
•enters into the transaction of all important sales between parties at a
distance. Daily telegraphic reports are in all cities published of all im-
portant markets, of the weather and of the general news from all parts
of the world. Business men have lines from their offices to their manu-
factories, from their houses to their places of business, to the police, hack-
stands, fire department, messenger boys, and almost every other conceiv-
able purpose of utility or convenience.

The number of messages sent from the office of the Western Union
Telegraph Company in 1877 was 20,000, the number received 18,000, the
receipts of the office $8,550.00. This was exclusive of the messages sent

by the lines connected with the railroad companies.
John M. Myers is the able, efficient and accommodating manager of

the business of the Western Union Telegraph Company in Jackson.
Water works on the Holly plan were constructed during 1870, costing,

with additions and extensions of piping to January 1, 1878, $159,834.71.
Water supply obtained from Artesian wells two hundred feet deep. 207,-

301,539 gallons pumped in 1877, and distributed through eleven and
two-fifths miles of water mains.

There are eighty-three public fire hydrants. George D. Walcott,
superintendent, resigned July 1, 1872 ; H. A. Stetson, superintendent, re-

signed July, 1873; C. H. Fountain^ superintendent, appointed July, 1874.
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H. A. Stetson, engineer in charge of pumping works, appointed to the

superintendency July, 1872 : Wm. Avery appointed July, 1872, resigned

July 1873 ; C. E. Hill appointed July, 1873, resigned July, 1875 ; Charles

Christopher appointed July, 1875.

Board of public works organized May, 1871, consisting of Amos Root,

Jerome B. Eaton, S. O. Knapp, Wm. M. Bennett and Eugene Pringle,

succeeded as vacancies occurred by Amos Root (re-appointed), M. Shoe-

maker (now president of the board), James L. Holmes, Chester Warriner,

N. B. Hall, and E. A. Webster, the last five constituting the present board.

WiTHINGTON & COOLEY MANUFACTURING COMPANY,
^

Manufacturers of Garden and Farming Tools. V

Jackson, Mich., February 6th, 1878. j

memorandum.

Business organized in 1848 by A. H. Penney, Nathan Lamson and E.

J. Connable, under firm name of Penney, Connable & Co. Mr. Connable

retired between 1853 and 1855, and the other partners continued as Pen-

ney & Lamson. Lamson died in 1856, Penney in 1857, and in 1858

Withington, Cooley & Co. succeeded to the business.

Extent of Works—Six and a half acres of ground, 42,538 square feet

of shop room, 36,932 square feet of warehouse shed, two steam engines,

aggregating 200 horse-power, 17 trip hammers, and other machines in

proportion. Employ 175 men, and sometimes up to 200.

Annual Product—25,000 dozen forks, 10,000 dozen hoes and rakes

;

5,000 dozen snaths, 3000 other goods.

Markets—North America, Europe, Australia. Capital, $200,000.

Value of sales for the season of 1876-7:—Home markets, $176,500

;

export, $67,000. Total, $244,000.
W. H. WITHINGTON, Treasurer.

REPORT OF JACKSON GAS LIGHT COMPANY, FOR YEAR ENDING AUGUST
1st, 1877.

Gas manufactured (cubic feet), 10,536,000

Gas sent out (cubic feet), -.-.--- 10,542,044

Average sent out per diem (cubic feet i, - - - 28,868

Coal consumed (fts.), ..----- 2,297,000

Average vield per &. (cubic feetl ----- 4.58

Gas sold (cubic feet), -------- 8,985,728

Gas lost (cubic feet), - - 1,556,316

Percentage of loss (per cent), ------ 14 4.5

Average sale per ft), of coal (cubic feet), - - - - 3.91

Amount of gas bills, $28,820 10

P. B. LOOMIS, President

The Jackson Gas Light Company was formed in 1857, and gas was

first burned in the street lamps of the city in the fall of that year. Mr.
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Peter B, Loomis was elected president on the organization of the com-
pany. He has held the office to the present time continuously and satis-

factorily to the stockholders of the company.
The amount of gas manufactured in 1867 was 4,984,600 feet; the

amount of gas manufactured in 1877 was 10,542,044.

FIRE CLAY.

Fire clay of a superior quality and in large quantities is found at the

coal mines. The Jackson Fire Clay Company, of which E.J. Connable
is the president, have very extensive and perfect works at whicli this clay

is used in the manufacture of sewer pipe, catch basins, cellar, catch and
stench traps, stone tanks of all sizes, stone chimneys, fire brick of all sizes

and patterns, prepared fire clay, fire sand, and tile for land drainage of

all sizes. The quantity of these articles manufactured is very great, and
their sale forms an important branch of the trade of the cit}^

THE GEORGE T. SMITH MIDDLINGS PURIFIER COMPANY.

All the machines or " middlings purifiers " of this company are made
at Jackson. This company has a capital of $1,000,000, and is sending

its " purifiers " to all parts of the United States. William D. Thompson
is president and Charles K. Knickerbocker general manager of the com-
pany. The so-called " patent flour " manufactured by mills using this

process lias become very popular with all housekeepers, and most mills

of large capacity are now compelled to use " purifiers " in order to com-
pete in the sale of flour in the markets with any degree of success. The
demand for these machines is building up one of the most important
manufacturing interests in the city.

FLOURING MILLS.

There are three flouring and one custom mill in the city. The flour-

ing mills are of the first class, and can manufacture one thousand barrels

of flour per day. They are usually run to the extent of their power, and
the manufacture of flour is a very important item in the business of the

city.

CARRIAGES AND WAGONS.

There are in Jackson seventeen manufacturers and dealers in carriages

and wagons. The "Austin Tomlinson & Webster Manufacturing Com-
pany " have a contract at the state's prison, and make lumber wagons and
trucks. It is one of the largest establishments in the country. J. W.
Hewitt & Son, Jno. Anderson and Goodrich & Sparks are manufacturers

of carriages of all kinds. The patent side springs of J. W. Hewitt & Son
are rapidly gaining favor wherever they are in use. The exclusive right

which they possess to use these springs has caused the business of Hewitt

/fe Son to assume large proportions.
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CORSETS AND HOOP SKIRTS.

The " Bortree Manufacturing Company " is engaged in the manufac-
ture of corsets and hoop skirts. It is one of the largest manufacturers of

this class of goods in this country. Most of its work is after patents

owned by Mr. Bortree or the company. Constant employment is given
to some 200 girls, besides other employes. M. K. Bortree, general man-
ager, and Charles W. Higby secretary, have charge of the business of the-

company.

FURNITURE.

Henry Gilbert & Sons, manufacturers and wholesale dealers in fur-

niture, have removed their works from the prison yard and now em-
ploy only free labor. They have one of the largest manufacturing estab-

lishments in the state, and their goods sustain a high character for beauty"

of design and solidity of structure.

IRON WORKS.

The Jackson foundry and machine shops of Hibbard, Briggs & Smith)

are manufacturing steam engines and other work in their line very ex-

tensively and successfully. There are in Jackson four foundry and
machine shops, two manufacturers of steam boilers, one of files, two of
galvanized iron cornice, and five plumbers and steam and gas fitters.

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

The " Robbins cultivator and broadcast seed sower " is manufactured!
by a company of which Allen Bennett is president and George S. Bennett-

is secretary and treasurer. One thousand of these cultivators were sold

in 1877.

The Withington & Cooley Manufacturing Company, which has al-

ready been noticed, is one of the foremost in the country, both in the

quantity and quality of its work. There are thirteen dealers and manu-
facturers of agricultural implements in the city.

MISCELLANEOUS.

There are thirty manufacturers of boots and shoes, dealing wholesale-

and retail, and goods of Jackson manufacture are found in all boot and
shoe stores in the west. There are in the city four manufactories of

brooms; two of artificial stone; two of bricks; two marble works; five

of saddles and harnesses ; four of pumps ; three of mattresses ; one of

spring beds ; two of trunks and traveling bags ; two of gold and silver

plating; five planing mills ; four breweries; nine book and job printing

establishments ; nine bakers and confectioners, wholesale and retail ; two-

wholesale and sixty-five retail grocers; eight hardware stores; twelve-

merchant tailors ; eight livery, sale and boarding stables ; three hack
and omnibus lines ; eleven hotels ; forty-three restaurants ; forty-four

lawyers ; forty-three physicians ; and sixty-four fire, nine life and five

accident insurance companies,with representatives in .Jackson.
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LAKE SHORE AND MICHIGAN SOUTHERN RAILROAD.

Monthly report of shipments, showing a classification of freight forwarded
from Jackson station during the year 1877

:

Articles, Pounds.

Bituminous coal, 810,000
Iron and castings, including scrap iron, - 950,000
Lumber, shingles and lath, - - - - 20,792,800
Other forest products, 5,600,000
Petroleum, crude or refined, . - - - 90,000
Live animals, 400,000
Flour,

Grain, - - 8,383,490

Vegetables, 130,000
Other agricultural products and fruits, - 1,970,000

Provisions, 882,500
Manufactures, 3,850,000
Merchandise, 720,000
Miscellaneous articles, - - - - 16,428,210

60,507,000
Freight received, not classified, - - - 90,686,000

151,193,000
Number of passengers carried, 24,700.

P. S. BLODGETT,
Su^jerintendent Detroit Division,

A. E. BILLINGS,
Freight Agent, Jackson,

A. C. FAY,
Ticket Agent, Jackson.

FORT WAYNE, JACKSON AND SAGINAW RAILROAD.

Statement ot freight received at Jackson during the year 1877 :

Months. Pounds.

January, _.....- 3,621,852

February, • - - - - 3,405,768

March. - - 2,920.113

April, _.-.-.- 2,478,058

May, -------- 2,999,998

June, .-----. 4,423,710

July, -------- 5,855,343

August, - - - - - - 14,576,747

September, ------- 19,820,124

October, ------- 21,432,929

November, ------- 16,390,795

December,------- 14,231,831

5,609 car-loads, estimating ten tons per car.

112,177,257
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Statement of freight forwarded from Jackson during the year 1877

:

Pounds.

January, ------- 6,606,234

February, ------ 9,732.187

March, . - . - [2,920,489

April, ------- 10,418,855

May, - - 12,788,936

•June, - 11,656,030

July, - . - «),385,985

August, ------- 10,301,883

September, ------- 1-^,752,499

October, - - - - - - - J 3,360,836

Noyember, - - - - - - - 12,049,485

December, ------. 9,147,404

6,556 car loads, estimating ten tons per car.

Passengers leaving Jackson

:

Sales at Jackson office, _ _ _

Sales by other roads, . - _

Cash fares, (estimated) _ - _

Arriving at Jackson

:

Sales at our stations, _ _ _

Sales by other roads, _ _ _

Cash fares (estimated), _ _ _

Leaving Jackson,

Arriving,

Sales at Jackson station.

131,120,823

6,382

1,679

2,460

10,521

- 12,413

944
1,704

15,061
- 10,521

15,061

25,582

$11,679.40
PETER B. LOOMIS,

President and General Manager,

S. K. HOOPER,
General Ticket Agent.

The following is a summary in aggregate of the business of the Cen-
tral Railroad Company at Jackson for 1877

:

No. of Men. Amount paid in 1877.

Men employed in Jackson machine shops.

Engineers and firemen, . , . .

Operating department, embracing men in

train service and at Jackson station.

Road department,

537
220
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Local tickets sold,

Through tickets sold,

Local tickets sold,

Michigan Central Railroad.

48,446 $78,272 79
3,800 42,216 30

52,246 $120,489 09

Fort \\'^ayne, Jackson and Saginaw Railroad.

. 6,500 12,500 00

Total, ...... 58,746 $132,989 09
New locomotives built, 14; old locomotives repaired, 116.

FREIGHT RECEIVED.
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IGHT FORWARDED.
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KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS.

Rowena Lodge, No. 29.

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF FORESTERS.

Court Lincoln, No. 4.

TEMPERANCE AND BENEVOLENT ORDERS.

Independent Order of Good Templars—Jackson Lodge, No. 278 ; Vic
tor Lodge, No. 734.

I. 0. B. B. Sons of the Covenant—Jackson City Lodge, No. 256,

MISCELLANEOUS.

Arbeiter Verein ; Forest and Stream Club ; Germania Building and'

Saving Association, No. 2 ; Irish Benevolent Association ; Ladies' Hebrew
Benevolent Society ; Baptist Literary Society ; Young Men's Association ;;

Turn Verein ; Schutzen Verein ; Harmonic Gesang Verein ; Reform Club.
Youg Men's Association—Choral Union and Franz Schubert Club.
Royal Arcanum—Amity Council.

Ancient Order United Workmen—Schiller Lodge ; Twilight Lodge.
Knights of Honor—.Jackson Lodge, No. 940 ; Peninsular Lodge, No.

999.

CHURCHES.

St. John's, Catholic ; St. Paul's, Episcopal ; Chapel of the Good Sa-
maritan, Episcopal ; First Methodist ; Free Methodist ; Synagogue Beth
Israel, Hebrew ; First Baptist ; Freewill Baptist ; Second Baptist, colored ;:

Junction Sunday-school at car-shops ; Moody Hill Sunday-school ; Uni-
tarian ; First Congregational ; Second Congregational ; Evangelical Asso-
ciation ; German Lutheran ; Adventist ; Simpson Mission ; African Meth-
odist; Young Men's Christian Association gospel meetings; Junction
gospel meetings; Church of the Apostles; Simpson mission; Prison
chapel.

SCHOOLS.

The city is divided into two districts, one (number seventeen) on the
east and one (number one) on the west side of Grand river.

The school census of 1877 gave as the number of scholars in district

number one 2225, and in number seventeen 1668, making a total of
3893. District number one has one high school and eight schools of a
lower grade, in the different parts of the district, so distributed as to

accommodate all localities. District number seventeen has one high
school and five schools of lower grade, distributed as in number one.

Besides the public schools there are the St. John's Parochial school,

(Catholic), the Hebrew scliool, the German Lutheran school, Miss Todd's-
select school for children, and the Jackson business college.

The population of the city is estimated to be 20,000.
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It is a source of pride to the citizens of Jackson that, not only has

the city been built up by the industr}'', enterprise and ability of its business

men, but that all there is of individual wealth in the hands of its people

has been accumulated by them since they have been residents of the

Central City.

The property in Jackson, both real and personal, is held almost ex-

clusively by men who came to it at an early day without capital or other

aid than that derived from their own personal qualificatioiis, and their

success has been the result of years of patient labor, devotion to business,

and the establishing of such good character as enabled them to acquire

that confidence at home and abroad which ensured the success of their

undertakings. It is particularly worthy of observation, and more worthy
of reflection, that Jackson has been built up so successfully because the

business men have alwaj^s kept their accumulation actively employed in

business in such manner as gave employment to others, instead of invest-

ing them in bonds and mortgages, or depending in any manner upon
usury as a means of success in life. The business men of Jackson have
been borrowers rathers than lenders of money, and have depended upon
the profits of their business, and not upon the increase arising from usury
to add to their wealth. By this wise course of action they have most
effectually promoted their own interest, for they have added to their estate,

not only by their success in their several pursuits, but also very largely

by the appreciation of real estate, caused b}^ the growth of the city, aris-

ing from the liberal and comprehensive course pursued in promoting the
building of railroads, opening of coal mines, and numerous other enter-

prises, which have promoted the prosperity of Jackson.
Jackson, Mich., February, 1878.

WILLIAM D. THOMPSOX, BANKER, OF JACKSON, MICHIGAN,

By M. Shoemaker.

William Doliville Thompson was born February 24th, 1815, and is a
native of Chenango county, New York. He removed to LeRoy, in Gene-
see county, when quite young, and continued to reside there until 1831.

The great stream of emigration from New England and New York, to

Michigan and the then far west which set in about 1830, caught in its

flow many of the most industrious and enterprising of the young men
•of tliose states, who sought in these tlien unoccupied fields a proper sphere
for their labors, and for the expansion of that spirit of enterprise which
was denied to them in the more densely populated regions of the east.

This was more especially the case with those young men who had only
their willing hands and strong hearts with which to carve their way in
the world to wealth or fame.

Among those who determined at an early day to strike out and try

.his chances in a new country, where he could "grow with its growth and
trengthen with its strength," was young Mr. Thompson. He came to
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Jacksonburgh, as the infant settlement was then called, in 1831, and was
among the first to make it his home.

The first house in the place was built and occupied in 1830, and they

could all be counted on the fingers of one hand when he decided that in

it and with it he would try his fortunes.

In the fall of 1832 Mr, Thompson opened a boot and shoe store, the

first of the kind in the village. In 1834 he built and occupied a store

on the south side of Main street, just east of the public square. Mr.
Thompson was elected county clerk on the democratic ticket, and served

for the years 1836-7. He was one of the school board in 1837. In 1838
he sold his stock in trade to Walter Fish, and entered into partnership

with George B. Cooper, who was transacting a general mercantile business.

In 1841, upon the completion of the Michigan Central Railroad to .Jack-

son, Mr. Thompson was appointed freight agent. He continued on the

road at Jackson and west of this point, as completed, to Niles, for a
period of ten years, including the administration of the road while owned
by the state, and after it had passed into the hands of the Michigan
Central Railroad Company.

A period of two years elapsed after the completion of the railroad to

Niles before it was built to Chicago, and during this time all the freight

and many of the passengers were taken by boats to and from the railroad

depot at Niles, and St. Joseph at the mouth of the river St. Joseph. This
was the most desirable route from Niles to Chicago and the great west,

then rapidly being settled by the emigration which had now assumed
such magnitude that every avenue and means of conveyance was filled

to overfiowing. The service on the St. .Joseph river was undertaken by
Mr. Thompson on his own responsibility, and for his own account. It

was conducted with marked success. During most of the time he owned
and controlled a small fleet of steamboats and towboats. The extent of

the business was such that while Commodore Thompson, as he was then
called, conducted the business to the perfect satisfaction of the shippers

and the railroad company, he also made it largely remunerative to him-
self. He, while at Niles, accumulated a capital which enabled him, on
the completion of the railroad to Chicago, to return to Jackson, after

closing out his stock on the river, and, in connection with George B. Cooper,

to establish the banking house of Cooper & Thompson. The integrity,

strict attention to duty, and business ability displayed by Mr. Thompson
in the several places at which he was stationed, and in the positions

which he filled, were so well understood and appreciated that he has ever

since, in a marked degree, retained the confidence of the managers of

the Michigan Central Railroad Company; and his influence has been,

many times since, of decided advantage to Jackson, when questions of

importance to the interests of the city have been under consideration by
the ofiicers of that company. In 1851 Mr. Thompson returned to Jackson,

and engaged in the business of banking. As a member of the firms of

Cooper & Thompson, Cooper, Thompson & Co., and of the Jackson City

Bank, he has ever since been the leading banker of Jackson. Of the

Jackson City Bank, which does much the largest business of any of the

six banks of Jackson—and probably more than all the rest of them
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together—Mr. Thompson has always been general manager and president,
and is now understood to be sole proprietor.

On the first of July, 1856, Mr. Thompson was married to Alma M.
Mann, in Madison, Wisconsin. They have two children, a son and a
•daughter.

Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have traveled in Europe, and the many works
of art selected during their sojourn in the old world, which make their
home attractive, bear ample testimony to the correct judgment and good
taste manifested in their selection.

In 1862 Mr. Thompson took part in the organization of the Jackson,
Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Company. Its successful completion to

Mason in 1865, to Lansing in the spring of 1866, and to Wenona, on the
Saginaw bay, in 1867, is in a great measure due to the labors and in-

fluence of Mr. Thompson. He not only gave it his personal attention,

but also furnished material aid at times when, but for the money ad-
vanced by him, the building of the road must have stopped for a time
:at least.

This railroad is now extended through the pine woods to within one
hundred miles of the straits of Mackinac, and will doubtless soon be com-
pleted to that point, there to connect with a railroad to Marquette and
the iron and copper regions of the upper peninsula. The one hundred
miles of this road terminating at Gaylord were built exclusively by Mr.
Thompson, and finished in July, 1873.

In 1866 the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Company bought
that part of the Lansing, Amboy and Traverse Bay Railroad lying be-
tween Owosso and Lansing, and with it the land grant made by the
L^nited States to the latter company. This purchase gave much greater
value to the stock of the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Railroad Com-
pany.

Mr. Thompson is noted for his broad and comprehensive business
views. Many enterprises which have added much to the growth and
prosperity of Jackson owe their success to the fearless manner in which
he in some cases invested his capital, and in others sustained those who
were interested in building them up. He is one of the firm of Bennett,
Knickerbocker & Co., who built and still own and run the extensive
steam flouring mill known as the " City mills." The same firm also own
^nd run the " Stone mills" at Albion, and is one of the largest manufac-
turers of flour in the state. Mr. Thompson is one of the principal stock-
holders in the " George T. Smith Middlings Purifier Manufacturing Com-
pany," now extensively engaged in the manufacture of their " purifiers

"

in Jackson. He is also largely interested in the costly " Chemical works "

and " Pulp mills " located in the northern part of the city, and he has
aided to develop, and is one of the proprietors of coal mines now worked
within the city limits. But it is as a banker that Mr. Thompson is most
widely and favorably known. No man in Michigan enjoys a higher
reputation in his particular calling than does the subject of this sketch.
The business men of Jackson look to him and rely upon him in time of
need ; and to him his customers never look in vain for those accommo-
dations often so necessary to success in their business.
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Mr. Thompson stands prominent among the citizens of Jackson for

his generosity and benevolence. His name is always found among the
most liberal subscribers to all projects of a business or charitable nature,
and the calls are many in a cit}^ so fertile in new enterprises as is Jack-
son. Both Mr. and Mrs. Thompson make the most praiseworthy use of

the goods of this world, with which they are so amply endowed, in dis-

pensing that unostentatious charity most acceptable to its recipients, and
most creditable to themselves, fulfilling the scriptural injunction: "But
when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand
doeth."

The integrity and liberality of Mr. Thompson have placed him in the
front rank in the state in the estimation of its people. He also stands
prominent as one of the very few remaining of those pioneers who cast

their lot in Jackson when it had little to boast of, and was held in light

estimation by villages now of far less importance, because of its marshes,
sand-hills and the generally uninviting appearance of its surroundings.
There are now living in Jackson but two of its citizens who made it their
homes previous to the advent of Mr. Thompson.

Without the knowledge attained b}^ actual experience, it is impossi-
ble to realize the changes which have taken place in Jackson, in Michi-
gan, in the Northwest, and in the Great West, extending to the Pacific

Ocean, during the business lifetime of a man even now in the midst of
his usefulness. No succeeding generation will be able to look back upon
and realize the wonderful growth of an empire, and the spread of a civili-

zation in their own time as can Mr. Thompson in contemplating what
he has seen grow up under his own observation since he came to Jackson
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one.

BIOGRAPHY OF COENELIUS SAMMONS.

By Joseph Sammons.

Cornelius Sammons was born December 13th, 1801, in the town of
Shawangank, Ulster county, New York. His mother dying when he
was but nine days old, he was cared for by his oldest sister, then fourteen
years old (and who is still living), who, after marrying, kindly gave him
a home in her family until he was seventeen years old, after which he
worked at blacksmithing for three years with his brother Jacob. About
that time his youngest sister having married a carpenter, he learned and
worked with him at the carpenter's trade for several years. At the age
of twenty-four years he married Mary L. Moe, which proved to be the
happiest and most judicious selection he possibly could have made for a
wife. The last year of his stay in New York"^ state he worked on the
locks and bridges on the Erie canal, which was then being built through
the state, often working in the water to his waist in which ice was float-

ing. After having worked at his trade for several years, he became con-
vinced that he could not support his family, and save up enough to buy
himself a farm in that old settled country; he naturally turned liis
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thou«yhts to the then far west, and resolved to be among the number then

seeking homes in the territorial wilderness—now our beautiful and be-

loved "Michigan." Accordingly, with his wife and two children (Mrs.

Geo. Wilcox and J. F. Sammons, of this city) he set out as an emigrant,

landing in Detroit November 3d, 1832. Detroit was then a flourishing

village of 2,500 inhabitants, one of which said inhabitants agreed to take

his family and goods to Ann Arbor for fifteen dollars, but before he would

unload them at their destination demanded and was paid sixteen dollars

and fifty cents for the job. Mr. S. was also obliged to pay a dock tax

in Detroit of three dollars, before he was allowed to load his goods. It

being late in the season, the roads were in a fearful condition. At one

place they came upon an emigrant whose wagon was in a mud hole up>

to the hubs, and his team unable to pull it through. After a good deal

of tall swearing he unhitched his team, drove them around and hitched

them to the rear end of the wagon, when, b}^ a liberal application of blue

beech, interspersed with a fine display of oratory, he succeeded in hauling

his wagon back and out of the mud, when he at once started back, say-

ing he had enough of this God-forsaken countr}', and was going back ta

York state. This did not discourage Mr. Sammons; he unloaded his wife

and children, and ordered the driver to proceed, who drove in and

through the mud, when he whipped up his team, and the family were

obliged to walk four miles through the mud before he would allow them
to come up with him again. After journeying three days they arrived

in Ann Arbor, moved into a log house—which the children called a wood
pile—and took a rest after their weary journeyings.

The most notable features of Ann Arbor at that time was its magnifi-

cent public parks and a town pump.
After living in the village about one year he bought and moved on to

an eighty-acre farm in the town of Webster, Washtenaw county. Being

now a land-owner, he bought a load of lumber and built a board shanty

instead of building of logs, as was the prevailing fashion of that period,

moved in, and then for the first time in his life he could gather with his

family around the hearth-stone of their own home. But it was no light

matter, with bare hands and no money to clear up a new farm and sup-

port his family^especially so when chills and fever prostrated them all,

so that at times not one was able to give the others a drink of water. But

with good constitutions and kind neighbors they were able to come
through all right. After living on this place one and a half years he

sold out for $400, and again turned his face westward. Following the

territorial road he struck the Grand river at the village of Jacksonburgh,

which could boast at that time of but one small frame building, owned

by John N. Dwight and occupied as a grocery. Looking about the coun-

try, he finally bought and took a deed (June 25tli, 1835), of the south-

west quarter of section nineteen, in town two south, of range one west,

now the township of Blackman. On the west side of this quarter section

Perrin Moe had bought a quarter section, on which was a log house occu-

pied by Messrs. Mayo andGunn with their families. In September fol-

lowing Mr. Sammons came on with his family, and these generous pion-

eers, with true western hospitality, off'ered to share their home with the
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new comers during the time necessaiy to build a log house on the new
place. At the end of six weeks Mr. S. moved his family into the new
house, which as yet had but half the roof on, only enough loose boards
laid on the sleepers to put a bed and table on, a hole cut in the side

served for a door and window, and there was plenty of room for the
smoke to escape without bothering with a chimney. But it was home
again, and that thought brought contentment, for they knew that with
health and willing hands they could soon add many comforts.

After moving into the new" house it took a week with his ox team to

make a trip to the old farm and back, several of which had to be made.
The family in the mean time, with the help of a dog and a blanket hung
up for a door, kept the bears and wolves from entering the house. Deer
were plenty and tame, often coming to browse on the tree-tops that had
been felled near the house. Indians were frequent callers, always friendly

and hungry, never leaving any food that was set before them. If there
was more than they could eat, it was rolled in their blanket and taken
away.

But it is not necessary to further follow Mr. Sammons as a pioneer
farmer. Suffice it to say, that his experience was similar to that of most
of the first settlers, who had to battle with hardships, privations and dis-

couragement, but who, persevering steadily, fought back the forests,

cleared up their farms and steadily advanced in material prosperity.

Three more daughters were added to the family circle and the popu-
lation of Michigan, to wit: Mrs. A. Quivey, of Parma; Mrs. J. Mabin,
Owosso, and Mrs. Geo. Hadden, of this city.

After living on his farm for thirty-five years he moved into the city,

where he spent the remainder of his days—five years.

For the last twenty years of his life he had been troubled with heart
disease, which terminated his life suddenly on the morning of April 12th,

1875, at the age of seventy-three years and four months.
He lived a quiet, peaceful, honest, Christian life, and in death was

truly lamented, for none could say, " He wronged me."

OTHER PIONEERS.

Prior to 1835 several families had settled along the territorial road
west of the village, to wit : Abel Barrett, John Daniels and sons, Wm.
Shipman, Osgood Fifield, John Collar, Westey W. Laverty, and Jotham
Wood and sons. And along the river north of the village, Edward Mor-
rill, Nathaniel Morrill, Geo. Fifield, Enoch Fifield, Geo. Woodworth,
Samuel Woodworth, Abner Pease, Samuel Wing, Jerry Marvin and John
McConnell. On Ganson street, northeast of the village. Constant Mc-
Guire and sons, and Joseph Darling and sons. Merrills Freeman lived
on the farm now owned and occupied by Henry Daniels, and Jefferson
Smith lived on the farm which he sold to the superintendents of county
poor for Jackson county in 1837—180 acres for $3,500—$19.44 per acre,

a large price for those times. Roads took the direction that was most
convenient to the farmer, in avoiding marshes and reaching his destina-
tion. All was commons except small enclosures about the dwellings.

23
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Fire had kept down the undergrowth, and one could drive as he pleased

through forests of stately oaks, blazing a tree occasionally to ensure a

safe return.

The village of Barry (Sandstone) took the Jead of Jacksonburgh in

business and enterprise. But the building of the old water grist-mill in

1836, and the establishment of the state prison and building of the court-

house in 1837 put Jacksonburgh ahead, and gave Barry a set-back from
which, some think, it will never recover. The township of Jackson was
six by twelve miles square, embracing the territory now constituting the

townships of Summit and Blackman and the cit}^ of Jackson. All came
to the village to vote, and an election was quite an important occasion.

Where the new settler could meet and become acquainted with the older

—where neighbors could meet and talk over the news from " York state"

or Vermont, or discuss the news only "seven weeks later " from Europe.

Neighbors! The word seemed to imply more then than now. Then
it meant if your neighbor was sick, or behindhand with his work from
no fault of his own, to make a " bee " and husk his corn, dig his potatoes,

get up his winter's wood, or do many other acts of kindness, which he
was very ready to reciprocate when occasion required. It was consid-

ered no hardship to go four or five miles to assist at a neighbor's raising,

or to yoke the oxen to the sled and take wife and children for an even-

ing's visit. Visit? Yes, that is the word. When those old motherly
ladies

—
" God bless them "—got together for a visit it meant business in

that line. No gossiping and backbiting, but generous, heart and hand
friendliness, while tlie click of knitting needles kept time to the intel-

lectual feast. It may not be amiss to say, in connection with this sub-

ject, tliat the ladies of that period took ujion themselves their full share

of the burdens of pioneer life, and are entitled to as much credit as their

husbands.
The pioneers of Jackson were intelligent, honest and industrious

—

were good neighbors and good citizens. Very few are now alive to meet
with the pioneers of Jackson county ; but many lived to see remarkable
changes and to be proud of their township and the city which now bears

its name.
To their successors, who can never fully realize their privations, but

who now enjoy the fruits of their hardship and toil, we would say: En-
deavor by your actions to show the survivors that you appreciate their

character and worth ; cheer tlieir hearts and lighten the burdens of their

declining years, and you will have nobly performed your part in life, if

you make for yourselves as good a record as have our Jackson Pioneers.

Jackson, January 31st, 1878.
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A PIONEER SONG.

As sung by Perrin Moe (a pioneer of Jackson county) over forty years ago.

I.

Come, all you Yankee farmers who woild like to change your lot,

"Who have spunk enough to travel beyond your native spot,

And leave behind the country where pa and ma doth stay,

Then come and make your fortune in Michigania.

II.

'Tis you that talk of Vermont; why, what a place is that?
Be sure the girls are pretty and the cattle very fat;

But who would like on mountains among the clouds and snow to stay,

When you can buy parairies in Michigania ?

III.

Then there is your Penobscot, way down in parts of Main,

Where timber grows in plenty, but darn the bit of grain;

And there is your Schoodic and your Piscataquay;

But these can't hold a candle to Michigania.

IV.

There is your land of blue laws, where deacons cut the hair,

For fear your locks and tenets will not exactly square;

For he that works on Sunday a penalty must pay,

While all is free and easy in Michigania.

Then there is Massachusetts, and good enough be sure.

But now she's good for nothing but taxes and manure;
She costs you pecks of trouble, but de'il the peck in pay;

O, what is such a country to Michigania ?

VI.

0, wbo would ever thought it, not many months is gone,

That just as good as nothing of these back parts were known;
That such a sight of cities should rise in as nice array

As now appears all over this Michigania ?

VII.

Upon the river Huron, just through the country back.

You will find the shire of Oakland, the town of Pontiac,

Which passing up thus sudden, hath scared the wolves away
That used to roam all over this Michigania.

VIII.

And if you follow onward, McDonald^s town is there,

And further, shire Mount Clemens looks out upon St. Clair.

These and other places within McCombia,
Which promise population to Michigania.
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TX.

Then down along to Detroit, more wonders rise to view;
' Tis Michigan's metropolis ; I think yoii'll say 'twill do.

Then Ypsi and Ann Arbor you'll see if west you stray.

Are pretty sample villages of Michigania.

X
Here is the city of Jackson, upon a rising hill,

And for to grind your wheat and corn there is a noble mill.

It has as fine a prospect I can with safety say,

As any other city in Michigania.

XI.

If you only follow the compass of your nose

It will lead you to a shire town, no matter where you go.

If it be up or down, or whichever be your way.

You will see them nicely laid out in Michigania.

XII.

The land about those villages is of a productive kind,

And if you travel far or near no better can you find

;

Then come and pick your lots, and down the shiners pay,

You soon will have an interest in Michigania.

XIII.

The blood-thirsty Indians you never need to fear.

If soldiers live upon your land they never will come near

;

The memory of Harrison and Jackson stands array;

How bitterly they basted them in Michigania.

XIV.

This land is quite productive and everything for use,

A plenty of good cider and also maple juice;

The grape, the plum, the cherry, and apples grow this way.

And quite delicious peaches in Michigania.

XV.

The rivers, creeks and lakes abound with excellent fish,

And in the woods wild turkeys, which make a dainty dish;

The bear, the elk, the buffalo, buck, doe and and fawn doth stray.

And many other kinds of game in Michigania.

XVI.

Come, all you Yankee farmers, who have muckle hearts like me,

And elbow grease in plenty, to bow the forest tree;

Come, take a quarter section, and I'll be bound to say,

You never '11 regret your coming to Michigania.

Jackson, Feby. .5th, 1878. J. F. SAMMONS.
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LENAWEE COUNTY.

EARLY HISTORY OF LENAWEE COUNTY.

By John J. Adam.

Read at the Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society, February 7th, 1878.

Fellow Citizens of the State Pioneer Society :

I have been requested by your worthy President and others to pre-

pare for your use and acceptance a paper on the early settlement of Lenawee
county, a county of which I have been an inhabitant for more than forty-

six years—having taken up my residence there when I first came, in the

fall of 1831, to settle in the then very extensive but very sparsely settled

territory of Michigan; and of which county I have continued to be a resi-

dent ever since. At that time and until the organization of the territory of

Wisconsin, in 1836, Michigan territory embraced besides what is now inclu-

ded in the boundaries of the state of Michigan, all the country now consti-

tuting the states of Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota, and the eastern

portion of the territory of Dakota, east of the Missouri and White Earth
rivers. As late as 1834 and '35 the legislative council of the territory of

Michigan continued to lay off and organize counties and townships in
" Ouisconsin," and also counties west of Mississippi river.

Before proceeding to the history proper of Lenawee county, it would
perhaps be well to state briefly the nature of the territorial government,
as provided and authorized by Congress, from the organization of the

territory, in 1805, until the formation of the state government and the

admission of Michigan into the Union as a state in 1836-7.

From 1805 to 1823 the territory was governed under what was pop-
ularly known as the " Governor and Judges' plan," consisting of a governor
invested with executive power, and a judiciary department of three judges

;

these two branches united forming the legislative department authorized

to "adopt" laws from some of the older states of the Union. But the

history of their legislation would seem to indicate that they found some
very curious laws in some of the states, and which have been generally

considered more the product of the eccentric mind of Judge Woodward,
than copies of any existing state legislation ; more especially his Catho-

lepistemiad," or University bill. In 1823 congress passed an act abolish-

ing the legislative powers of the governor and judges, transferring the

same to a legislative council, composed of nine persons selected by the

president from eighteen chosen by the voters of the territory. In 1825
the number of the council was increased to thirteen, to be selected by
the president from twenty-six voted for by the people—those selected

being subjected to approval and confirmation by the United State senate.

By an act of congress of January 19, 1827, the qualified voters were au-
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thorized to elect directly thirteen representatives to constitute the legisla-

tive council, without further action on the part of either president or
congress.

At the first election for members of the legislative council, under the
last mentioned act, the counties of Monroe and Lenawee formed the sec-

ond district, and were entitled to three members out of the thirteen ; at
the subsequent elections for members of the legislative council, the coun-
ties of Monroe and Lenawee, and the countr}' attached to Lenawee,
composed the fifth district, and were entitled to two members.

The first laying out and naming and defining the boundaries of the
county of Lenawee, is to be found in a " Proclamation " of Gov. Cass,
dated Sept 10th, 1822, in which he altered, defined and established the
boundaries of certain counties previously organized—that is to say, the
county of Wayne, established by an executive act of Nov. 1st, 1815; the
county of Monroe, established by an executive act of July 14, 1817 ; the
county of Macomb, established by an executive act of Januar}^ 15, 1818

;

the county of Oakland, established by an executive act of Jan. 12, 1819;;
the county of St Clair, established by an executive act of March 28,

1820; and by which "Proclamation" he also laid out and defined the
boundaries of the following named new counties: Lapeer, Sanilac, Sagi-
naw, Shiawassee, Washtenaw and Lenawee, and said six counties were ta
be organized whenever the competent authority for the time being should
so determine ; and until so organized, they were attached to counties
then already organized, viz: the counties of Lapeer, Sanilac, Saginaw
and Shiawassee to the county of Oakland ; the county of Washtenaw to

the county of Wayne, and the County of Lenawee to the county of
Monroe.

The boundaries of Lenawee county were described there as follows

:

"All the country included within the following boundaries: Beginning
on the principal meridian, where the line between the townships num-
bered four and five, south of the base line, intersects the same; thence
south to the boundary line between the territory of Michigan and the state

of Ohio; thence with the same east to the line between the fifth and sixth

ranges east of the principal meridian ; thence north to the line between the
townships numbered four and five, south of the base line; thence west to

the place of beginning, shall form a county to be called the county of

Lenawee."
The above action by "Proclamation" in reference to the county of

Lenawee and other counties, may be considered as what was then termed
an executive act; and the first legislative act in regard to the county was
an act approved June 30, 1824, entitled, "An act to establish the seat of

justice in ihe county of Lenawee," the same being as follows:

"Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the governor and legislative council of the
territory of Michigan, That the seat of justice in the county of Lenawee
be, and the same is hereby established on the north-west quarter of sec-

tion numbered thirty-four, in township five south, range four east, in the
said county of Lenawee, on lands owned by Messrs. Wing, Evans and
Brown, agreeably to the plan of a town or village, situated on said north-

west quarter section, and recorded in the register's office in the county of
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Monroe, the twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand eight hundred and
twenty-four.

The organization of the county was provided for by an act approved
December 22, 1826, entitled, "An act to organize the county of Lenawee:

"

"Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the legislative council of the territory of
Michigan, That the county of Lenawee shall be organized from and after
the taking effect of this act, and the inhabitants thereof entitled to all

the rights and privileges to which by law the inhabitants of the other
counties of the territory are entitled.

" Sec. 2. That all the country within this territory to which the Li-
dian title was extinguished at the treaty of Chicago, shall be attached to,

and compose a part of the county of Lenawee."
The above second section became necessary in order to detach the

country there spoken of from the county of Monroe, to which it has pre-
viously been attached, but from which it would now be separated by the
county of Lenawee ; and when Lenawee county proper should become
organized, and be itself detached from the county of Monroe, it was
necessary that this Indian country also should be detached and become
a part of the new county of Lenawee.

In one of the sections of an act approved April 12, 1827, entitled,

"An act to divide the several counties in this territory into townships,
and for other purposes," provision was made for laying out and organiz-

ing the townships of Tecumseh, Logan, Blissfield and St. Joseph; but
this part of that act never took effect, being repealed and superseded by
an amendatory act approved the same date, and entitled, "An act to

amend an act entitled, An act to divide the several counties in this terri-

tory into townships, and for other purposes," establishing somewhat dif-

ferent boundaries for the three townships in Lenawee county proper, from
those first proposed in the original act; the latter or amendatory act

being as follows:

"Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the legislative council of the territory of

Michigan, That all that part of the county of Lenawee south of the base

line, and east of the principal meridian, containing the surveyed town-
ships numbered five and the north half of the townships numbered six,

in ranges one, two, three, four and five, be a township by the name of

Tecumseh, and that the first township meeting be held at the house of

Joseph W. Brown, in said township; that the south half of the surveyed
townships numbered six, in ranges one, two, three, four and five, and
township numbered seven, in one, two or three, in said county, south of

the base line, and east of the principal meridian, be a township by the

name of Logan, and that the first township meeting be held at the house

of Darius Comstock, in said township; that the surveyed townships

numbered seven, in ranges four and five, and townships numbered eight

and nine, in ranges one, two, three, four and five, in said county, south of

the base line, and east of the principal meridian, be a township by the

name of Blissfield, and the first township meeting be held at the house

of Hervey Bliss, in said county; and that all that district of country sit-

uated west of said county of Lenawee, and which is attached to said

county, and to which the Indian title was extinguished by the treaty of
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Chicago, be a township by the name of St. Joseph, and that the first

township meeting be held at the house of Timothy S. Smith, in said

township."
By an act of the legislative council, approved Sept. 22, 1829, some fur-

ther newly acquired Indian country was attached to the county of Lena-
awee, described in said act as " all the country within the territory to

which the Indian title was extinguislied at the treat}'- held at the Gary
Mission in 1828,"—and the same was made a part of the township of St.

Joseph.

In order to show the final disposition of the country lying west of

Lenawee, as far as relates to its forming a part of said county, it may
be sufiicient to state here that b}^ an act of the legislative council, ap-
proved October 29, 1829, the same was laid off" into the counties of Hills-

dale, Branch, St. Joseph, Cass and Berrien, with about the same bound-
aries which those counties still retain.

The counties of St. Joseph and Cass were organized Nov. 4, 1827, with
the count}^ of Berrien attached to Cass, and the county of Branch to St.

Joseph, until the organization of Berrien, March 4, 1831, and of Branch,
Feb. 1, 1833. The county of Hillsdale remained attached to Lenawee
county until Feb. 11, 1835, when an act was passed for its separate organ-
ization, and by an act of the council, approved March 17, 1835, that

county w^as divided into four townships,—one for each range west of the

meridian, and each running from the north line of the county to its

southern boundary.
To return to the further organization of townships in Lenawee county,

proper, the next one organized, after the first three in 1827, was the town-
ship of Franklin, organized under the provisions of an act entitled, "xA.n

act to organize the township of Franklin," being as follows

:

" Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the legislative council of the territory of

Michigan, that all that part of the township of Tecumseh, in the county
of Lenawee, comprised in surveyed townships number five south, in range
one, two and three east, be a township by the name of Franklin ; and the

first township meeting shall be holden at the dwelling-house of Hiram
Reynolds, in said township.

" Sec. 2. That this act shall take effect and be in force on and after

the first Monday of April next."

By an act approved March 7, 1834, entitled, " An act to organize cer-

tain townships," provision was made for the organization of five new
townships in Lenawee county, and for the alteration of the boundaries
of the township of Logan, section one of said act being as follows:

"Sec. 1. Be it enacted by tlie legislative council of the territory of

Michigan, that all that part of the count}'^ of Lenawee comprised in sur-

veyed townships eight, nine and fractional township ten soutli, in ranges

one, two and three cast, be a township by the name of Fairfield, and
that the first township meeting be held at the now dwelling-house of

John H. Carpenter, in said township; and all that part comprised in

surveyed township seven south, in ranges one, two and three east, be a

township by the name of Lenawee, and the first township meeting be

held at the school house one mile east of William Edmonds', in said
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township; and all that part comprised in surveyed township six south,
in range four east, be a township by the name of Raisin, and the
first township meeting to be held at the now dwelling-house of i\.mos

Hoeg, in said township; and all that part comprised in surveyed town-
ships seven, eight and nine, and fractional township ten south, in range
four east, be a township by the name of Palmyra, and the first township
meeting to be held at the now dwelling-house of Caius C. Robinson, in
said township ; and all that part comprised in the surveyed townships
five and six south, in range five east, be a township by the name of Ma-
con, and the first township meeting to be held at the now dwelling-house
•of Henry Graves, in said township ; and all that part of the township of

Tecumseh comprised in township six south, in range one, two and three

east, be attached to and constitute a part of the township of Logan."
The last territorial law providing for the organization of townships

in the county of Lenawee, is contained in the first section of an act enti-

tled, "An act organizing certain townships," approved March 17, 1835, as

follows

:

" Section 1. Be it enacted by the legislative council of the territory of

Michigan, that all that part of the county of Lenawee comprised in sur-

veyed town six south, range one east, be a townshij) by the name of

Rollin, and the first township meeting be held at the now dwelling-house
of Joseph Beal, in said township ; and all that part of said county com-
prised in surveyed township six south, range two east, be a township b}'

the name of Rome, and the first township meeting be hoi den at the now
dwelling-house of John B. Schureman, of said township."

Having now completed our sketch of the history of Lenawee county,

so far as the territorial government and legislation was concerned, we
may remark that after the passage of the act to enable the people of

Michigan to form a constitution and state government, approved January
26, 1835, the legislative council seemed to almost abdicate their powers
and to leave all future legislation in respect to Lenawee county, and all

other portions of the territory intended to be embraced in the new state,

to the state legislature, when organized ; that is to say, within the boun-
daries of the original territory of Michigan, as first defined and bounded
by the act of January 11, 1805. The council had laid off and organized

all that part of the territory west of Lake Michigan and east of the

Mississippi river, except what Avas nominally part of the counties of

Chippewa and Michilimackinac, into the counties of Crawford, Brown,
Iowa and Milwaukie ; and in that portion west of the Mississippi river

they laid off and organized the counties of Dubuque and Demoine. And
they provided for continuing in force within the district of country not

to be embraced within the limits of the proposed state of Michigan, all

laws of the territory not locally inapplicable, and also arranged so as to

throw the election of delegate to congress into said district.

In the act authorizing the election of delegates to a convention to

form the first state constitution, which was to assemble at Detroit on the

second Monday in May, then next, there were assigned to Lenawee
^county eight delegates—her population, according to the census of Sep-
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tember, 1834, entitling her to one-eleventh part of the number, as near
as might be—the total number of delegates being eighty-nine.

Although Lenawee county has increased more more than six-fold in

population since 1834, or from 7,911, including Hillsdale county, to-

46,084 in Lenawee alone, according to the census of 1874, yet such has-

been the comparatively more rapid growth of the newer and other por-

tions of the state, that from holding then about one-eleventh part of the
population, she now holds a little less than one-twenty-ninth. In the
first state legislature of 1835-6, she was entitled to four representatives-

out of forty-nine, and has now only three out of a hundred ; and in the-

state senate, out of a body of thirty-two, she has only one member.
To complete the histor}' of the organization of townships in Lenawee-

county, it may be sufficient to add here that the state legislature ot~

1835-6, by an act approved March 23, 1836, provided for organizing the
townships of Woodstock, Cambridge, Hudson and Dover with the same
boundaries as at present, and Seneca, including what is now Seneca and
Medina, and also proposed a township to be called Channing, but which
never became organized, as almost the whole of it was included in the-

strip set off to Ohio by congress, and what was left of it was afterwards
made part of the township of Ogden. In 1837 provision was made for

the organization of the townships of Ogden and Medina, and in 1833^

the name of the township ofL ogan was changed to Adrian, and that ot"

Lenawee to Madison. In 1841 that part of the township of Macon, irt

town six south, and the south half of the southern tier of sections in

town five south, was formed into the township of Ridgewa}'. In 1843,

town eight and fractional town nine south, of range five west, was organ-
ized as Pottsdam, w'hich was changed in 1844 to Riga. And in 1867,

out of the southeastern portion of Ridgeway and some of the northeastern
portion of Blissfield, there was carved out the township of Deerfield. And
in conclusion of the history of the division of the county into organized
townships, it may be added that in 1869 the old six-mile square town-
ship of Tecumseh w^as divided into two—the north half being formed
into the township of Clinton, and the south half retaining the name of

Tecumseh.
In this sketch of the settlement of Lenawee county, I have thus far

confiiied myself principally to the laying off and organizing of the county
into townships, deeming that this would serve to indicate in a moro
authentic and reliable form than any other, perhaps, the progress of settle-

ment and consequent demand for local municipal governments. In the
earlier stages I have given at length the full wording of the territorial

laws relating to this county, as being much less known and less accessible

than the more recent state legislation, and also so as to show what counties,

had been organized in the territory previously to the laying oft' and
naming of Lenawee county, and wdiat other counties were laid off and
organized at the same time, thus defining, as it were, its relative age and
place in the history of the territory and state. The result of the muni-
cipal legislation respecting the county has been, that commencing with
three townships in 1827, the twenty surveyed towns and five small frac-

tions graciously left us by congress on our southern border out of the
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area originally belonging to the county, it has been organized into twenty-
two townships and a city of four wards,—giving us a board of supervisors
or county legislature of twenty-six members. It ought, perhaps, to be
remarked here, that until the large immigration from the state of New
York the counties of the territory were governed by commissioners, a
system adopted from the state of Ohio; and the county commissioner
system was again enacted in the Fletcher code, so-called, or revised sta-

tutes of 1838 ;
but was repealed in 1842, and the county boards of super-

visors again re-established.

It may perhaps be well here to state that in the "proclamation" of
Gov. Cass, and in all the territorial laws as printed, which relate to the
county of Lenawee, except in one of the latest acts of the council, the
name is spelled with one "e" in the final syllable ; but in the proceedings
of the convention to form the first stale constitution and all subsequent
state laws and documents, it has been spelled with two "ee's" at the end
of the w^ord.

The name " Lenawee " is said to be from a Shawnee word, meaning
"Indian;" so that the memory of the red man may be said to be held
in remembrance in the name of this county, although he has now left

us, leaving behind him but few traces of his occupancy. The principal

memento of his residence here, which I have heard of or seen, was a
plat of ground on the north bank of the river Raisin, in the northeast
corner of that portion of the village of Tecumseh known as Brownsville.

It was laid out in the form of a square and a circle, with an opening
from the one to the other where they joined—the trails all leading to and
from the circle, and both parts having an embankment of about four

feet in height, and having, in the centre of the circular part a pit five or

six feet deep. By digging in the bottom of this pit, nothing especial was
found except some charcoal or charred wood. When the white settlers

first came here there were some cedar posts in the outer embankment,
and there were evidences of the place being quite often used for meetings
or gatherings of some kind ; but the Indians seemed always reluctant to

say anything about the objects for which it was used ; and whether for

war-dances, or worship, or some ceremonies of medicine men, it would
be diflicult to tell or guess. It was generally spoken of by the early

settlers as the Indian dancing ground—some thought that it might be

the burial place of some chief; but this was all a matter of mere con-

jecture or surmise.

The only other relics of the red race found in Lenawee county or the

adjacent county, so far as I know, are some flint arrow-heads or other

small articles, and some scattered human bones, plowed or dug up in the

fields and highways, and an occasional patch of corn ground or garden
bed, or some small mounds ; but nothing that could be considered as the

work of the pre-historic race of the " Mound-builders," who have left to

the south and west of this state so many large works of undoubted an-

tiquity, as well as evident proofs that the copper mines of our upper
peninsula had been worked by them.

It is well known to all the old settlers of the county that, from the

time of the first laying out and platting of the village of Adrian, there
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grew up quite a strife between it and Tecumseli for the final location of

the county seat. Tecumseh had the start of Adrian by about two years,

and had obtained the advantage of having had the county seat first

established there by the territorial legislature, and thus kept rather ahead
•of Adrian in population and improvements for the first ten or twelve
years of their growth. By the state census of 1837, the township of Te-
cumseh had a population of 2,462 ; whilst Logan township, (afterwards
changed to Adrian), and including the village of Adrian, had 1,962—and
Raisin township, lying between them, had about 1,076, about equally
divided in interest as between the two villages, but leaning stronglj^

towards Adrian, on account of the influence of Darius Comstock being-

thrown actively and powerfully in favor of his son's interests as the
founder of the village of Adrian. It is related by W. A. Whitnej^ editor

of the Adrian Press, in an article upon the subject of the celebration of

the eighty-fourth anniversary of the birthday of Gen. Brown, held at the
Exchange hotel, in Tecumseh, on the 26th of November last, that he well
remembered a conversation between the General and Darius Comstock,
when the latter inquired :

'' Does thee really think, Joseph, that thee has
a better place at Tecumseh for the county seat than we have at Adrian?"
"No," said the General, " but we have a much better water power, and
will keep the county seat also if we can." But the geographical position
of Adrian, being so much nearer the centre of the county, and the then
near completion of the Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad from Toledo to

Adrian, built largely by means of capital furnished by Adrian and
vicinity, decided the question in favor of Adrian ; and the old feeling of
rivalry between the two places has long since ceased to exist, or to show
^any evidence of even being much remembered.

The removal of the seat of justice of the county from Tecumseh to

Adrian was provided for by an act of the first state legislature, approved
March 21, 1836, to take-effect from and after the first Monday of November,
1838. The location M^as to be made upon lands previously conveyed to

the county by Addison J. Comstock, or upon such other lands as might
be conveyed for that purpose, and accepted by the board of supervisors.
And the board were authorized to fix the site of the county buildings,
and to negotiate for the erection thereof a loan not exceeding ten thou-
sand dollars, for a term of not over ten years, and at an interest not ex-
ceeding seven per cent, per annum. In the same year, b}^ an act approved
seven da\ s later, the village of Adrian was incorporated as a civil muni-
cipality, being the first chartered village in the county. This was follow-
ed, in March, 1837, by an act to incorporate the village of Tecumseh

—

botli acts taking eff'ect on the first Monday of May succeeding the passage
of the respective acts. In 1853, the village of Adrian, including some
adjoining lands from the townships of Adrian and Madison, was incor-
porated as a city, superseding the township governments, on and after

the first Monday of April following, so far as lands embraced within the
city limits were concerned.

As connected somewhat with the question of the removal of the county
seat, and as showing the growth and standing of the several townships
in the county at the time of taking the first state census in October, 1837,
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I have prepared a table taken from the results of that census, showing
the population, the number of saw-mills, of grist-mills, and of merchants,
etc., in each township, thus indicating in an authentic and semi-official

form the relative progress up to that time of the several portions of the
county in population and business. Ridgeway was then, and until 1841,
included in the township of Macon ; Riga (first called Pottsdam) was still a
part of Blissfield, and Deerfield, when organized as a separate township
in 1867, was formed in part from Blissfield and in part from Ridgeway

—

and Clinton then, and until 1869, was part of the township of Tecumseh.
The table is made up in the order of the organization of the several
townships, up to the time of the taking of the census

:

Organized.
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LeRay de Chaumont to build a turnpike from Cape Vincent to Perch
river, at or near where the state road crossed the same, in the town of

Brownville." He was also acting as postmaster at Chaumont, in Jeffer-

son county, in 1823, when he came to Michigan with a view to engage in

the survey of the public lands then being made in the territory, or to look

out a location where to found a settlement. At Detroit or Monroe he met
Austin E. Wing, then a resident of tlie latter place, and who was con-

nected with Mr. Evans and the Brown family by marriage, and was
advised by him as to where he could find the best water power in south-

ern Michigan. This led him to explore the country along the upper
waters of the River Raisin, and to select lands embracing the mill sites

now occupied by the Brownville and the Globe mills at Tecumseh. After

this selection, he and Mr. Wing found the necessity of looking round
for some active out-door business manager to embark with them in the

enterprise of building up a village, and erecting saw mills and grist mills,

and making other improvements needed for the accommodation of a new
settlement in the wilderness. Thej'^ finally pitched upon their relative and
friend,.Joseph W. Brown, if they could induce him to go in with them. And
certainly no better pioneer for such a purpose could well have been found.

After going through all the hardships and privations necessarily attendant

on such an enterprise, he has long survived both his partners—Mr. Wing
having died at Cleveland, Ohio, in August, 1869,and Mr, Evans after the

death of his wife, at Tecumseh, went to Texas, where he soon caught a

fever which carried him off: His two sons, both seeming to be imbued
with the spirit of adventure of their father, had previously gone to the

republic of Texas, and were both killed at the battle of the Alamo, bravely

fighting for the liberty and independence of their adopted country.

Although the Hon. Austin E, Wing, of the firm of Wing, Evans &
Brown, was not himself strictly a settler in Lenawee county, yet as he

was largely identified with its early history, and as Monroe and Lenawee
were virtually all one county for the first two or three years of the settle-

ment of the latter, he may be considered in some sense as a Lenawee
county pioneer. He was the delegate in congress from the territory of

Michigan for two terms, or the four years from 1825 to 1829. His prede-

cessor in 1823, and his competitor in 1825, was the Rev. Gabriel Richard,

(pronounced Reesh-aur), pastor of the French Catholic Church in Detroit,

and who, as chaplain of the legislative council prayed, it is said, that

they miglit " make laws for de peops, and not for demselves;" and who
is said to have given notice, at the close of service on Sundays, of pony
races on the ice or other pastimes. This, if so, was only in accordance

with the then and present practice in France, to consider the latter part

of Sunday as the principal time for theatrical performances, operas, con-

certs and sports, as well as for political elections.

Mr. Wing, it is said, owed his first election in 1825 to some fourteen

votes cast for A, E. Wing in Tecumseh, being all the votes then given in

the county, and for which he had to procure the afiidavits of each of the

voters that they so voted, and that the votes were intended for " Austin

E. Wing," in order to have them counted for him. Mr. Wing was suc-

ceeded in 1829 by Major John Biddle, of Detroit; and he by Lucius
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Lyon in 1831, who remained the territorial delegate until he was elected
to the United States senate by the first state legislature.

The United States land-office for the sale of government land in Lena-
wee county was opened at Monroe in 1823. The district included the
counties of Monroe and Lenawee, and the south tier of surveyed towns in
Washtenaw and in part of Jackson county. The first land taken up in
Lenawee county was entered by Austin E. Wing in March, 1824, to wit:
The west half of northwest quarter, section twenty-seven, the east half of
northeast quarter, section twenty-eight, and the west half of northeast
quarter, section thirty-four, town five south, range four east. These were
entered by him in advance of the arrival of Messrs. Evans, Brovv-n, and
others, who were coming on in the spring of that year, in order to secure
for himself and partners the control of the water power of the Raisin at
the points where the Brownville dam and race and the Globe mill-pond
now are. The men of the party arrived in May of that year, coming in
by the Chicago trail from Detroit, following it by way of Saline until they
struck the Raisin north of where the village of Clinton now is, and thence
going south to a stream now known as Evans creek, Avhich they followed
to where it emptied into the Raisin. Soon after their arrival at the new
proposed settlement a large body of lands was taken up—some addi-
tional lots by Mr. Wing for the firm of Wing, Evans & Brown, who laid

out the original plat of the village of Tecumseh, in June, and had the
seat of justice for the county there established. In the surveyed town in

which the village was located, all of sections twenty-seven, twenty- eight,

twenty-nine and thirty-four were taken up in 1824, nearly all in May and
June; also all of section thirty-three except two eighty-acre lots, which
were entered early in the following year. The southeast quarter of sec-

tion thirty-four was taken up on May 22, 1825 by Ezra F. Blood, being
the land where he now lives, and has lived ever since he came to the
territory. The southwest quarter of the said section was entered in June
following by Peter Lowe, and is now the farm of Hon. P. Bills, to whom
I am indebted for the use of a transcript of the sales book of the United
States land-office for the old six-miles square town of Tecumseh, drawn off

for him by T. M. Cooley, whilst Mr. C. was commencing the ])ractice of

law in Adrian. The east half of northwest quarter, section thirty-three,

(now the Stacy farm), was taken up b}^ Joseph Folsom, May 18, and the
west half of the northwest quarter, (long known as the Bacon farm and
lately owned by A. B. Ward, and now owned and occupied by Robert
Cairns), was entered by Henry Bacon, May 27, 1824. The northeast
quarter of section thirty-three, now embraced in the village of Tecumseh,
was taken up May 24—the east half by Peter Lowe and the west half by
John Hollister.

In letters written by Musgrove Evans to Gen. Brown, in the summer
of 1824, whilst the latter was back in the state of New York, having re-

turned there in order to bring on his family in the fall, he mentioned
the rapidity with which lots were being taken up in the vicinity of the

village and mill site, and expressed regret that Geo. Spoffbrd had not

come on in the spring with the rest of the party, as he feared that soon
he would not be able to secure as good a location as they desired him to
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have. On August 27, 1824, he however entered the west half of south-

east quarter, section thirty-three, being the west half of what has long

been known as the Dr. Patterson farm, the east half of the same having
been entered the month previous by Abner Spoftbrd. In a letter dated

"8th mo., 8th, 1824," Mr. Evans, after stating that it was a great pity

and a great error that the}'^ had not made arrangements to secure more
lands for themselves, says: "There is a man here by the name of Dexter,

from Boston, who is buying for speculation, and I think will buy on the

river above us. He has been up this morning and is pleased with the

land. It is the very place where w^e ought to have had our timbered

land, because it can come to the mill by water."

And I find from the tract-book that the west half of the northeast

quarter and east half of northwest quarter, section twenty-eight, and the

entire south half of section twenty-one, and west half of southwest quar-

ter, section twenty-two, were entered August 11, 1824, by Samuel W. Dex-
ter, of Greene county, N. Y., being the Dexter spoken of by Evans, and
who afterward settled in Washtenaw county, and had the township and
village of Dexter named after him.

These speculators do not seem to have been liked much better in those

early days by actual settlers, than they have been ever since. Darius

Comstock, on January 18, 1826, took up the southeast quarter section

nineteen, in Tecumseh, not, I apprehend, for speculation, but, as I under-

stood, for some relative or friend,—his own previous purchases and settle-

ment being in what is now the township of Raisin, and about half way
between Tecumseh and Adrian. In May and June, 1824, Jas. Patchen,

who afterwards became the first sheriff of the county, took up the north-

west quarter section thirty-five and the west half of southwest quarter

twenty-six.

In the north half of the town, now the township of Clinton, except

on section seventeen, on part of which the village of Newberg was laid

out, and which was all taken up in the fall of 1824, by Thomas Goodrich

and others, only a few lots were entered that year. The southwest quarter

of section eight was entered November 13, 1824, by Ira Goodrich, and
the west half of north-west one-fourth of that section and the west half

of south-west one-fourth, section five, were entered November 25th, 1824,

by James W. Cole. Most of the land on which the village of Clinton is

situated, on section five, was taken up in September, 1825, by John
Tyrrel, and part of the balance of what is now embraced in the village

plat, by Amos Hixon, the same month, and the rest by Alpheus Kies, in

September, 1828.

The balance of the government land in both halves of the town were

taken up from time to time, in 1825 to 1836, in which latter year the last

vacant government lands in the six miles square were entered. Although
Mr. Tyrrel entered the lands intended for the village of Clinton, in the

fall of 1825, yet he did not come on as a permanent settler until January,

1830, and w^as preceded, as a settler, by Col. Hixon and Capt. Kies, who
had both built houses on their lands the year previous.

But it is time perhaps to proceed to glance at the first settlements in

other parts of the county; and at the outset I would remark that the
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three early settlers, at whose houses the first three town meetings were
held in 1827, will always be remembered as three of the most prominent
and leading pioneers of the county. Hervey Bliss, after whom the town-
ship of Blissfield was named, was a native of Massachusetts, born in
1790. he moved to Ohio in 1814, and in 1816 to Monroe, then a hamlet
of a few families; in the year following settling on land about thirteen
miles up the river Raisin, and in 1824 came to Lenawee county, settling
where the village of Blissfield is now located, cutting his way through
heavy timber from Petersburg, in Monroe county, a distance of ten or
more miles. But as the State Pioneer Society are already in possession of
a sketch of the early settlement of that township, as read by James T.
Kedzie, at a semi-centennial celebration of its settlement at the Bliss
homestead there some two years ago, I need not here repeat the data there
gathered, or go over the same ground. I would merely remark, in pass-
ing, that the growth of Blissfield was comparatively slow for a few years,
as compared with Tecumseh and Adrian—partly on account of its being
much more heavily timbered land, and partly because of the difficulty

of getting in or out, until after the opening of the railroad from Toledo.
But these drawbacks have long since been overcome.

Darius Comstock, at whose house the first town meeting for the then
township of Logan was held, came to the territory in 1825, with his son,

Addison J., afterwards the founder of the village of Adrian. He then
took up quite a tract of land in what he denominated "Pleasant Valley,"
and which has been know as "the valley" ever since. He did not bring
on his family for some time; he returned to Niagara county, N. Y., and
remained there until early in 1826. Li the meantime he had made
arrangements with Gen. Brown to build him a log house, forty-five by
twenty-six feet, with a space partitioned off at one end to be made into

two bed-rooms. This was located near a spring, below where he after-

wards built his two-story frame house. At the time he first entered the
land, there were no settlers nearer than Tecumseh or its immediate
vicinity—the village of Adrian having then no existence—not being
settled or platted until after his and his son's return to the territory in

1826. In a letter from General Brown to his mother, dated Februar}'- 26,

1826, after describing his own frame house in the village of Tecumseh,
and mentioning what he was engaged in,—amongst other things in build-

ing a house for Darius Comstock, he says, in a subsequent part of the

letter: " The D. Comstock that I mentioned is a Friend, of a large fortune,

and much of a gentleman; he has been living with me for several weeks
this winter. His place he calls 'Pleasant Valley ;' it is four miles south

of us, through an open country, where you may drive a post coach with-

out cutting a tree. He has a large, fine family, and will be here with all

of them in May. A Friend has bought near him, who will be here in the

spring; and they bid fair to have a large Friend's settlement, and we
anticipate much from the society of such neighbors."

Such, I suppose. General Brown thought would be acceptable news to

his mother, who was herself a staunch member of the Society of Friends,

as well as the others of the family, at his late home in the State of New
York. Mr. Comstock was elected in 1827, the fir.st supervisor of the town

24
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of Logan, and in 1835 was chosen as one of the eight delegates from the

county to form the first state constitution; and he also served for one or

more terms as supervisor of the township of Raisin. His last residence

there now constitutes part of the buildings of the Raisin Valle}" Seminary.
In addition to what I have had occasion to say of Joseph W. Brown,

at whose dwelling-house in Tecumseh the first town meeting for the or-

ganization of the township was held, as one of the firm of Wing, Evans
& Brown, it ought perhaps to be mentioned that he was appointed by
Gov. Cass, November 23, 1826, as "chief justice of the county court in

and for the county of Lenawee," at the first organization of the county,

but which position he soon after resigned, and was succeeded b}' Stillman

Blanchard, late deceased. He was also appointed colonel of the eighth

regiment of the Michigan militia, November 10, 1829, and by President

Jackson (Gen. Cass being then secretary of war) May 10, 1832, as briga-

dier general of the third brigade of militia of the territory of Michigan.
In virtue of these commissions and bj'' appointment from the governor,

or acting governor, of the territory, he acted as commander-in-chief of

the Michigan troops, called out at the time of the Black Hawk war in

1832, and the Toledo war in 1835. Although of Quaker descent, in part,

he seemed to have had a natural aptitude and taste for military life and
tactics, like his elder and then more distinguished brother, Maj. Gen.
Jacob Brown, of the United States army. And his sons also seemed to

inherit the same inclination for military service and pioneer life. One
of his sons, William A., went to California in an early stage of the

American settlement of that country, and after building up an extensive

express and banking business, was shot b}' a desperado, whom he had
caused to be arrested as a robber. Another son, John T., went to Mexico
during the war with that country, and after his return home to Tecumseh
died of disease contracted whilst with the army in Mexico.

The only other son then left, Egbert B., served with distinction in the

Union army during the late civil war, and rose by promotion to the rank
of brigadier general. This son, though crippled for life in one arm from a

severe wound, is still alive and well otherwise, living on a plantation on
the Mississippi river, sixty or seventy miles above St. Louis. The old

General himself, after all the hardships and privations and labors of a

pioneer life in the wilderness—taking an active part in building and oper-

ating the first saw-mill and grist-mill in the county, besides farming,

keeping hotel, and running lines of stages on the Chicago road and else-

where—is still alive and with us, as a hale and hearty old gentleman of

eighty-four years of age, taking quite an interest in all relating to the

early history of the territory and state, and attending all the meetings
of the County Pioneer Society.

Before proceeding to note some incidents concerning the early settle-

ment of other parts of the county, besides the three first settled points

above mentioned, it might be well to finish, as it were, the account of the

first settlement of the present township of Raisin, of which the west, or main
part, was included in the settlement of Darius Comstock and his associate

friends. The eastern part of the town did not begin to be settled until

1830. In the spring of that year Robert Boyd and some three or four
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others started from Tecumseh, with Gen. Brown as a guide, to explore
that part of the town, and Mr. Boyd soon after located the land where he
now lives, and another young man of the party took up some land ad-
joining him. The nearest settlement to them on the south was at the
village of Blissfield, distant about ten or twelve miles, through heavy
timbered land. In 1831 quite a tide of immigration had set into this

part of the township, mostly families of the Congregational or Presby-
terian persuasion, being thus distinguished from the older, or west part

of the town, which was mainly settled by members of the Society of

Friends.

One of the earliest settlements in the county, after those in Tecumseh,
Blissfield and Adrian,vvas made about where the village of Deerfield now
stands, by William Kedzie, of Delhi, N. Y., in 1826, he having previously-

bought some government land there in 1824. He and his family of nine
were followed in 1827-8 by Benjamin and D. H. Clark, Anthony McKey,
Charles Miller, and others. In 1828 a postoffice was established, with
William Kedzie as first postmaster, the postoffice being named "Kedzie's

Grove," afterwards changed to Deerfield. After the death of Mr. Kedzie,

which took place in the winter following, Anthony McKey was appointed
postmaster. Mr. McKey was one of the most prominent men of the set-

tlement, acting as farmer, surveyor and engineer, and served as a member
of the state senate for two years in 1837 and 1838. The mail at first was
carried on horseback from Monroe to Blissfield, by way of Deerfield,

making weekly trips. Some of the early settlers in Deerfield and vicinity
" were over twenty days in getting through with teams from western and
central New York—a trip which can now be made by railroad in about
half as many hours. The first school-house was a log one, built in 1829;

and now they have in that neighborhood a two-story brick one and five

other good comfortable frame school-houses. For the first two or three

years the early settlers had to go to Monroe to market, to mill, to post-

office, for a blacksmth shop, and for a doctor. It is related by one of the

Kedzie family that one of them had once to go a distance of five miles on

a winter morning for fire or the means of making one. And the}^ were

not the only pioneers of Lenawee county who had occasionally to go

quite a distance on like errands, as those times were long before the days

of friction matches. Another incident showing the difficulties and hard-

ships of early pioneer life in Lenawee county was told by L. Ormsby,
Esq., of Deerfield, at a meeting of the Kedzie family and others held there

in August, 1876. He stated that Mr. Kedzie, the father, once took a grist

to mill at Monroe, and when he got there the mill was out of repair and
he had to bring it back unground. He then took it to Tecumseh, trav-

eling through an almost unbroken wilderness with only marked trees

and old Indian paths for his guides. The distance to Monroe and back,

and then to Tecumseh and back, was about one hundred miles.

It may not be out of place here to give some idea of the then grist-

mill at Tecumseh, to which Mr. Kedzie had to go, and which was the

first one in the county, and the onl}^ one for more than three years after

it was built. Although the time of its erection, and the ingenious device

by which the place of a pair of regular burr mill-stones was supplied by
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the manufacture of an upper and a nether mill-stone out of a large gran-

ite boulder, has been told by A. L. Millard, Esq.. of Adrian, in a paper
furnished to your society, and being published among its proceedings,

yet having before me the original contract between Wing, Evans &
Brown, of the one part, and Turner Stetson of the other part, for the

building of the mill, dated July 16, 1825, 1 thought that it might be well

to state a few facts as to its size and cost, and other particulars.

The mill was to be twenty feet wide and twenty-five feet long, two
and a half stories high—the first story thirteen feet high, the second eight

feet in the clear, and from the top of the upper floor to the top of the

plate four feet; the first story to be built separate from the upper, and of

timber twelve inches square, braced in the strongest manner; each story

to be of four bents; the whole building to be boarded with inch boards,

over which tlie sides and ends to be clapboarded with whitewood or black-

walnut, and the roof to be shingled with oak shingles. The contract also

included provision for doors, windows, stairs, double floors, etc., for four

and a half foot mill-stones, or in case tlie rock intended for them should

get spoiled in the making, then the stones might be made of four fooi

diameter. The contract also provided for the gearing of the wheels, for

elevators, and the taking of water from the west flume, etc. The whole
of the timber used in the erection of the mill and flume to be of sound
oak. The foundation to be dug deep enough to receive the mill, which
was to rest on three mud-sills. The party of the second part was to do
all the work, and put said mill in complete and perfect operation by the

first of January next, (January, 1826). The parties of the first part were
to pay therefor $125 by the 20th instant, and S125 by the first of Janu-
ary next; and to assign to the second party two subscriptions drawn by
the inhabitants of Tecumseh, and dated June 1, 1825, amounting to

about $200 in cash, labor and materials; also to furnish all the irons and
glass, and give said second party the use of the tools to make the stones,

and to give the free use of their saw mill, time enough to saw all the tim-

ber and boards for the erection of the above mill and flume. The parties

of the first part were also to furnish all the timber in the woods, except

the whitewood and black-walnut, and to give the use of their wheels to

draw the logs. On the back of the contract are endorsed a receipt for

the above mentioned subscriptions at the date of the contract, and one
for the first $125, as paid August 2, 1825. The other $125 was paid on the

completion of the work and its acceptance.

The mill, it will be seen, was on a small scale, but with regard to

milling as well as many other matters, it was the day of small things,

but adapted to the wants of an infant settlement, and towards which
almost every one in the community gladly contributed. After the erec-

tion of other and larger mills, it was known as the "old pocket mill."

The second grist mill of the county was the red mill of Comstock & Dean
at the village of Adrian, built in 1820.

The surveyed towns nearest to the villages of Adrian and Tecumseh
were naturally the first to attract immigration and to become settled.

The town now called Madison, and of which a portion near the north-

east corner was included in the village, and is now part of the city of
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Adrian, began to be settled in 1827—Nelson and Curran Bradish being
the first settlers. Nelson built the first log house, and his wife was the
first white woman to settle in the townsliip. Their son Myron, born in

April, 1830, was the first white child born in the town. Calvin Bradish
built the first saw mill. The township when first organized was called

Lenawee, but in 1838 was changed to Madison.
One of the first settlers in the township of Macon, and who is said to

have entered the first land in the town, was John Pennington, who moved
there in 1831 from the township of Raisin—but Peter Sones is said to

have made the first actual settlement and improvement. Among the most
prominent of the early settlers of Macon were Israel Pennington, the first

postmaster, and Dr. Joseph Howell, who built the first frame house in the
township. After the organization of the township of Franklin, which
embraced all directly west of the present town of Tecumseh, Mr. Penning-
ton and Dr. Howell, and others, circulated a petition for the organization
of a new township on the east of Tecumseh, which was acted upon by
the Legislative Council in the spring of 1834, and the township of Macon
was then organized, including the surveyed town east of Tecumseh, and
also the town south of that. Dr. Howell was one of the eight delegates

from Lenawee county in 1835, to the convention to form the first state

constitution. He and the writer of this sketch, also then a delegate to

that convention, are still living and residents of the county. Another
delegate from the county to the same convention, Joseph H. Patterson, of

Raisin, is, or was until lately, also still alive, but had become a resident of

St. Joseph county.

As already noted, the present township of Ridgeway, including a por-

tion afterwards set off as part of Deerfield, was until 1841 included in the

town of Macon. On the first Monday of April, in that year, Ridgeway
was first organized as a separate township—the whole number of votes

then cast being eighty, which were all given for Augustus W. Montgom-
ery as supervisor. For the first ten years after the organization of the

township, he and F. A. Kennedy, another prominent citizen and early

settler, seemed to be elected alternately every year or two, to the office of

supervisor, except in 1850, when Mr. Kennedy was a member of the

house of representatives, for Lenawee county. The present town clerk of

Ridgeway, Mr. Jay A. Santus, writes me that of all elected to office at the

first town meeting or then holding office, Mr. Montgomery, Sanford

House and Joshua Waring alone remain, "all others having since died or

removed." Jonathan Hall may be considered as one of the very first set-

tlers of the town, as he commenced in the spring of 1828 to clear up the

farm where he still lives, and has resided for nearly fifty years. About
the same time or a little earlier, a Mr. Martin settled on the prairie part

of the town, but his house was burned down the ensuing fall, and was
not rebuilt. The town was but little settled until 1833, wlien a company
from Seneca county. New York, and another from Yorkshire, England,
came in.

The present township of Palmyra remained a part of Blissfield until

1834, but began to be settled along the river as early as 1826. The first

saw mill in Palmyra was built in 1834; and a large flouring mill with
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four run of stones was built in 1836-7, costing about $60,000, mostly fur-
nished by Toledo capitalists. It was burned in 1870, and has not been
rebuilt. George Crane was the first supervisor of the town when organ-
ized

; a man of wealth and enterprise, and who aided very materially in
means to build the railroad from Toledo to Adrian, which ran through
the township and village, and through some of his own lands—Crane's
hill, so called, being the first grade outside of Toledo to try the powers of
the locomotives, when drawing heavy trains of cars. Judge A. R. Tiffany
was also one of the prominent early settlers of the township, and was
chosen as one of the eight delegates from the county to the constitutional
convention of 1835, and was also elected to that of 1850, and was a mem-
ber of the house of representatives in 1855-6; he was prosecuting attorney
of the county in 1834-5; judge of probate for eight years, from 1836 to

1844; and was the author of two standard works on justice of the peace
practice, and of one on criminal law, etc. He died in Palmyra, January
14,1868.

In the south and southwest part of the county, the first land entered
in Fairfield was in 1830, and the first house built was built in 1831. In
Senaca the first houses were built in 1832, and the village of Morenci
was laid out, and its first settlements commenced in 1835. The first set-

tlers in the town of Medina, moved in there in May and June, 1834. In the
southeast part of the county, the town of Ogden began to be actively
settled in 1836, though some scattering settlements were made several
years earlier. There were some settlers moving into the south part of
Riga in 1836, but the north part was but little settled until Roswell W.
Knight and others moved into it in 1839. Mr. Knight got a station on
the E. & K. R. R., named Knight's station, and was the active and lead-
ing business man there for many years. After his death the name of the
station was changed to Riga.

The first settlement of Hudson and Rollin, and of what was known
in early days as the Bean creek countrj'-, was not really commenced
until 1833, although one man from Seneca county, N. Y., had entered in

June, 1831, an eighty-acre lot in what is now the township of Rollin, and
Addison J. Comstock, of Adrian, in May, 1832, had entered another eighty-
acre lot in the same town. But neither of these locations had been set-

tled on until other lands had been entered in Hudson and Rollin, and
some actual settlements commenced. The first house built in the Bean
creek valley was in the Ames-Kidder settlement, in October, 1833, a log
house, sixteen by twentj^-two feet, which accommodated twentj^-six per-

sons, by their sleeping on the floor in two rows. Hiram Kidder, one of

the first settlers of Hudson, had previously, in 1831, been a settler in
Raisin, and helped to pioneer the first settlers to the Bean creek country.
Soon after the building of the first log house the settlers began to get out of

provisions, and had to dispatch two of their number to Adrian for supplies,

a distance of sixteen to eighteen miles, which journey there and back they
accomplished in five days, sleeping at nights under their wagon, and
cutting their way in places through the woods, as they went by a diff"er-

ent route from that by which they moved in. Stephen Lapham had
previously, in May of that year, built a shanty in the town of Rollin, and
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moved Levi Thompson into it, who thus became, as it were, the first

actual settler in the Bean creek country. Mr. Kidder and Beriah H.
Lane built the first two saw-mills in the valley, and Mr. Lane also built

the first frame house in Hudson, in November, 1835. About this time
they got up a petition for the organization of the township of Hudson,
but as the state legislature only sat six days in November of that year,

the petition and all other such business had to la}^ over until the legis-

lature met again in February, 1836.

I was not aware, until looking over the proceedings of the special

meeting of the County Pioneer Society, held in Hudson in September
last, that a book on the early settlement of the " Bean Creek Valley" had
been published. Such, however, I found to be the case, and I have been
indebted to F. A. Dewey, Esq., president of our County Pioneer Society,

for a perusal of a copy then presented to him by the author, James J.

Hogaboam, Esq., of Hudson. I found it a book of about 150 pages, full

of incidents of the early days of the settlement of that part of Lenawee
county, including also some sketches of the settlement of nine towns on
the Hillsdale side of the county line, and in a supplement, besides some
other memoranda, there is a cop}^ of the address of S. C. Stacy, Esq.,

editor of the Tecumseh Herald, giving a full and detailed account of the

first two years of Tecumseh as a white man's country, up to July 4, 1826.

With such ample means for obtaining further detail than could properly"

be embraced in one short paper, I think that the State Pioneer Society

will hold me excused from further specifications in this part of mj''

address.

I am indebted to Gen. Brown for some reminiscences of an explora-

tion trip made in the spring of 1826, by himself and three others from
Tecumseh to the Cary mission, on the St. Joseph river, opposite to where
the cit}^ of Niles now stands. And I have thought it would be well

to give here a few particulars of the trip, as it was made in what was
nominally a part of Lenawee county for about three years after the or-

ganization of the county; and the General says that he has never be-

fore furnished any account of it, and I had certainly never seen or heard
of any notice of it. Dr. M. A. Patterson, in an address to the Raisin Val-

le}'' Historical Society, stated that the original plat of the village of Niles

was recorded in the first volume of the registry of deeds for Lenawee
county—a rather striking proof of the extent of country embraced in the

county in those early days.

The Cary mission was a rather noted point at that time, and the party

were anxious to see for themselves what the character of the intervening

country was, there being different rumors as to its capability for settle-

ment and cultivation. The party consisted of Gen. Brown, his brother-

in-law, Musgrove Evans, Dr. Caleb N. Ormsby, then in Tecumseh as a
physician, and Horace Wolcott, from Connecticut, who had come to

Michigan the year before to settle as a merchant or Indian trader. They
set out in the month of May on horseback, with ten days' provisions,

taking the Indian trail on the north side of Evans creek. After passing

the lake at the head of the creek, which had previously been named after

Mr. Evans, they came upon another small lake, which they all thought
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was the prettiest sheet of water for its size and surroundings the}^ had
ever seen. They liad some discussion as to what it should be named, and
finall}' agreed upon calling it "Sand lake." They were about (as was
the habit then) to christen it by that name, in some tonic they had taken

along as medicine, but by some mishap their tonic-bottle had all leaked

out, and that part of the ceremony was omitted. They there took the

Chicago trail, on or near the present line of the Chicago road, intending

to follow it to the Cary mission. None of the land west of Lenawee
county was then in market, nor was the country even laid off into coun-

ties for more than three years afterwards. They crossed the upper part

of the St. Joseph river about where the village of Jonesvillenow is. After

leaving Tecumseh they found no settlers or white persons until they

came to White Pigeon prairie, where they found a man by the name of

Hale, located there as a "squatter," there being no land there to be pur-

chased at that time. The first land offered for sale in what is now the

counties of Hillsdale, Branch and St. Joseph being in October, 1828, and
in Cass and Berrien in June, 1829, and in 1831.

At the time of the Sauk war, in 1832, when Gen. Brown went west,

he found the same Mr. Hale on Door prairie, Indiana, having a well cul-

tivated farm and good buildings, and was invited to sta}" over night with

him, which he did.

Further on in tlieir trip they found a Mr. Beardsley, on what they

called Beardsley 's prairie; he had come up from Indiana with cattle,

horses, sheep, etc. Whilst the party were there they saw a flock of sheep

running for home with some wolves chasing them. Mr. Beardsley and
his boys set their dogs after the wolves, and they kept them off from the

sheep, and then went off after the wolves and had not returned when
Gen. 13. and the party went on. Here they turned aside a little from the

direct Chicago trail, in order to call upon an Indian trader iiamed Cou-
tieau, a Frenchman, living near or a little south of where the village of

Bertrand is now, and who had been at Tecumseh on an Indian trading

expedition, and had there met Gen. B. and some of the others. They
took dinner with Mons. Coutieau and his wife, both French Catholics,

and friendly and polite people. From this trading post they went on in

the afternoon to Car}'^ mission, a distance of about ten miles. It hap-

pened to be Sunday when they arrived there, and they found about one
hundred Indian boys enjoying themselves outdoors, who were pleased to

see four white men ride up on horseback; and they expressed their de-

light in Indian boy fashion, hooting and yelling, and taking hold of the

bridles and stirrups, and even of the ponies' tails, which they were
allowed to do, as the party knew that they meant no mischief, but rather

friendship by it. Gen. Brown rode a large saddle-horse, which he had
brought from the east, and the boys did not seem to want to take hold

of his tail, as they did of those of the Indian ponies, which the rest of the

party rode, and to which kind of horses they were more accustomed. The
garty stayed some time at the mission, enjoying the hospitality of Mr.

[cCoy, the princii>al of the station, and his wife. They and the other

missionaries and their wives, and the assistants, seemed to live in com-
mon with the Indians—only that there was some difference between the
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supply of the table "above the salt" for the whites at their end of the

table, from what it was "below the salt" for the Indians at their end, as

well as some difference in manners and fashion of eating. The mission

had a large, well-cultivated farm, with twelve milch cows on it, and other

rstock in proportion. The party saw a large batteau on the river, and
iupon inquiry as to whose it was, they were told that it wasMr. Coutieau's,

which he had lent to them to bring some goods up the river. The mis
sion was a Baptist institution, established for tlie conversion and civili-

:zation of the Indians. They had a large store full of goods and supplies,

getting, however, most of their living from the farm and plenty of game
from the Indians. After the treaty held there in 1828 the Indians moved
west, and Mr. McCoy and some of the missionaries went with them.
Whilst the party were there Mr. McCoy had inquired of Gen. Brown if

he knew of any young man who could be got to come out there, and who
would make a good business manager for them. Gen. B. replied that he
thought perhaps he could find someone, and on his return home he spoke
to Calvin Britain, then a young man in his own employ, and induced
him to go out to the mission in the capacity wanted. Mr. Britain re-

mained there some time, and afterwards moved down to the mouth of

the St. Joseph river, and became a prominent business man and politi-

cian, serving as state senator in tlie first and second state legislatures, and
in other public positions.

On their return to Tecumseh the party came back direct by the Chicago
trail, until they came to the last crossing of the St. Joseph river, near
where Jonesville now is, finding Messrs. Beardsley and Hale still the only

white settlers on the route. On the way back, near the above crossing,

they encountered a severe rain storm, and their punk and everything
being wet, they found it impossible to make a fire, so they slept with their

heads on their saddles and covered themselves with such blankets as they
had along with them. Here they were told of a trail to Tecumseh, said

to be shorter and better than the one by which they came out. This went
round by lake Manitoo, as the Indians called it, or Devil's lake, as it was
^afterwards named by the white settlers, as they thought the Manitoo of

-the Indians was more of a devil than of a good spirit. When they came
to the passage between the two lakes, as they thought that their horses

would not wander off very far, they all took off their saddles and bridles,

so as to rest their horses better. In the morning they found them all

gone, but getting on their tracks, they found them about a mile off. As
soon as possible they got under way, and put for home by the most direct

.and quickest route they could find.

As a conclusion to this account of his exploration trip in 1826, before

there were any white settlers west of Tecumseh, and as a contrast there-

with, the General tells of a short trip made by him in September last,

from Tecumseh to Hudson, by way of Cambridge. A county pioneer

meeting was to be held at Hudson on Tuesday, September 2oth, 1877, and
Oen. B. was invited on the Monday previous, by F. A. Dewey, president

'Of the Lenawee County Pioneer Societ}^, to go home with him to his resi-

dence in Cambridge, to stay over night, and to ride with him across the

country to Hudson the next day, which invitation Gen. B. gladly accepted.
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as it would afford him an opportunity of contrasting the present situ-

ation of the northwestern part of Lenawee county with what it was fifty-

one years ago in its then wilderness state. Instead of wild and solitary

woods and timbered openings, he now found the whole route covered
by improved and highly cultivated farms, with not only comfortable
houses, barns, etc., but in many cases large and elegant frame and brick
dwellings ; where, in 1826, the only evidences of human occupancy were
a few scattered Indian trails, and where the only travel b}' white persons
had been by the land surveying parties, or perhaps an occasional Indian
trader, he now found every mile or so well traveled roads, interspersed

every few miles with school houses and churches, and all the other evi-

dences of a thickly settled, rich and prosperous community. On passing
between Round and Devil's lakes, instead of the open and apparently
unoccupied "waste of waters" which he found in 1826, he now found on
one of them some fifty pleasure boats, and on the adjoining shore a group
of picnic tables long enough to accommodate at a time five hundred or
more people, and a ball-room large enough for fifty or more couples at

once. And all this change and much more was the result of improve-
ments made not only since 1826, but in reality since 1833, when the first

white settlements were made in or near Hudson, or in the Bean Creek
valley.

How the name of " Tecumseh " came to be applied to the village by-

its first proprietors is thus graphically told in an address prepared for

the Raisin Valley Historical Society by the late Dr. M. A. Patterson, and
for the use of the MSS. copy of which I am indebted to his family. He
says:

" When Musgrove Evans, Austin E. Wing and others were partaking
of a rural dinner, in quite a primitive way, under the branches of a
spreading oak that grew near the center of our old village ground—then
without a name or a permanent white inhabitant—the question arose r.

'What shall we call this embryo village?' Evans remarked, after object-

ing to several other names as too romantic, far-fetched, or meaningless,
'Why not call it Tecumseh?' 'That will not answer', replied one of the
party, ' Tecumseh fought for the British and was a British Indian.' 'Thee-

is mistaken,' quietly answered Friend Musgrove, 'Tecumseh fought on
his own account and for his own people. Tecumseh was nature's Indian.'

'That's a fact,' exclaimed Wing, 'and one of nature's noblest specimens-
of a red man.' This emphatic remark decided the question, and before

rising from their rural repast our village had a name."
Such is the story of the first naming of the village as told by the

Doctor, and as undoubtedly told to him by some of the parties concerned,
as he well knew them all—being the first physician who came to settle-

permanently in the north part of the county, as Dr. Ormsby, who had
previously come to Tecumseh, removed to Adrian in 1827 ; and Dr.
Patterson was long tlie leading physician in Tecumseh and vicinity,,

having continued there the practice of his profession for nearly fifty years^

and until about a year prior to his decease in April last.

In the address there is much of interest well and eloquently told, and
many passages that I had intended to copy or condense, had time and
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space permitted—particularly his vivid, picture-like sketch of the pursuit
and capture by the Tecumseh posse, under deputy sheriff Wm McNair,
of some of the Ohio commissioners and surveyors who were running, in
the spring of 1835, the line as claimed by that state along the south part
of Lenawee county, and which the Doctor called the first scene in the
drama of the Toledo war. But I must forbear; and I do so with the less

regret because I have ascertained, since I came into possession of this
manuscript, that the address was read before the R. V. Historical Society
in June, 1868, and was published in one or both of the Tecumseh papers
at the time.

Notwithstanding the Doctor's learned and able argument to prove and
show the importance of collecting the data for history whilst the actors

and witnesses of the events recorded were still alive, and his evident de-

sire and wish to have the facts correctly stated in regard to the early
settlement of the county, or of the Raisin valley, yet I find that by some
means or other he made one or two slips or mistakes in his address. In
the latter portion of his remarks on the boundary dispute with Ohio, he
speaks of Ohio with her twelve votes in congress being politically strong,

and in this he is followed, I see, by A. L. Millard, Esq., in his centennial
address of July 4, 1876, which is being published in the first volume of

the State Pioneer Society's papers. How they should both have fallen

into the same error I cannot well conceive, as Ohio never had at any one
time an exact " twelve votes in congress." From the time of her admis-
sion as a state, in 1802 until 1812, when the apportionment under the

census of 1810 took effect, she had one member of the house, giving her
three electoral votes. In 1812 she had seven electoral votes; in 1816 and
1820 she had eight electoral votes; in 1824 and 1828 she had sixteen

electoral votes; and in 1832, 1836 and 1840 she had twenty-one electoral

votes, being nineteen for her members in the house and two for her mem-
bers in the senate. From that time until 1864 she had twenty-three

electoral votes; and for 1864 and 1868 twenty-one votes; and for 1872
and 1876, twenty-two votes.

The error as to her number of votes in congress in 1825-6 may be
deemed of minor importance; for whether she is spoken of as having
"twelve votes," or as having "nineteen," as she in reality had at the time

of the action on our boundary question, she was comparatively strong

and powerful as compared with Michigan, with only a single delegate and
no vote in either branch of congress. Still, when allusion is made to the

relative political strength of the then great and powerful state of Ohio,

and the then voteless and almost voiceless territory of Michigan, it is best

to state the facts correctly. Gov. Lucas' boast of being backed b}^ a
" million of freemen," if by t1iat he meant to include the whole pooula-

tion of the state, was no idle boast, as Ohio in 1830 had over 937,000

inhabitants, and in 1835 must have had considerably over a million;

whilst Michigan in 1834, by the territorial census, had less than 100,000.

Another error occurs in the Doctor's address, which I was rather more
surprised to see, because it related to a matter more at home, and as to

which I should have supposed that every old settler in the county would
have known the correct state of affairs. Speaking of the first period of
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seven years from the commencement of the settlement of the county, he
says: "Within this period two towns only were organized in Lenawee
county, under the names of Tecumseh and Logan." Now, under the
same territorial enactment which provided for the organization of those
two towns, the organization of the township of Blissfield was authorized,
and as will be seen by the historical sketch of that town, prepared by
James T. Kedzie, and read by him at the semi-centennial gathering at
the old Bliss homestead some two years ago, and which is being pub-
lished amongst the papers of your society, the township of Blissfield was
organized in May, 1827, at the same time as the other two town meetings
were to be held—Mr. Hervey Bliss, at whose house the town meeting was
held, and twelve other voters officiating as the political fathers of the
township, all of whose names are given by Mr. Kedzie.

Such mistakes as those above noted, having occurred in elaborately
prepared addresses, and many others of a like or worse kind which I

have heard made in casual conversations, led me to the conclusion that
in a sketch of the early history of the county the best way, and the most
reliable, would be to have recourse, as far as practicable, to the published
laws and official documents of the time. And I have accordingly done
so, more especially as respects the territorial legislation.

As I have been led to turn critic or reviewer of other addresses, as
well as sketch-writer of one of my own, I beg leave to allude to anotlier
slip, to which my attention was called by General Brown. In Mr. Mil-
lard's centennial address, in speaking of the split granite rock, or boul-
der, out of which the mill-stones for the first grist-mill at Tecumseh were
made, he sa3's, "the smaller fragment serving as the upper stone, and the
larger as the lower;" whereas, the fact was just the reverse, the larger
piece being used for the upper stone, as any practical mill-wright would
have told him that it should be. As to\he splitting of the rock, the
General thinks it was not caused by the weight of the tree in falling, but
by fire, the tree having been found burned off over the top of the boulder.

Whilst noting some slips in prior addresses, as published, in regard to

the early settlement of the county, I thought that it might be well to
notice some which occur in the "Historical Atlas of Lenawee County," a
work got up three or four years ago by a Philadelphia firm, and purport-
ing to be published in Chicago. The same error, substantially, heretofore
noted as occurring in Dr. Patterson's address takes place in this "Atlas."
Speaking about the first organization of Lenawee county and its being
detached from Monroe, it is stated that the county was divided into two
towns, Tecumseh and Logan

; whereas, the fact was that the township of
Blissfield was organized at the same time as the other two towns. Another
error occurs in the "Atlas," where it states' that the county seat was re-

moved to Adrian in 1835. The act for that purpose was not passed until

March, 1836, and the removal not to take place until November, 1838..
In another paragraph the "Atlas" says that "in 1828 the first school--
house in the county was built in Adrian." From the best information
that I can oJDtain in reference to this matter the fact is that the first

school-house in the county was a private one built by Messrs. Evans &
Brown in 1825, mainly for the accommodation of their own children.
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there being five in each family. The school was taught by Mrs. George
Spafford, then living with the two families in the original log house. The
school-house, twelve feet square, was built of tamarack logs, and was
afterwards used by Evans & Brown as an office. In the fall of 1825 a
frame public school-house was built on a lot a little west of the old "Park
square," so called, in the original village plat of Tecumseh, where the
new east branch and intermediate school is now located. In that frame
school-house the first regular term of a public school was taught in the
winter of 1825-6 by George Taylor, and was the one in which Miss Black-
mar was teaching prior to her marriage to Mr. Ezra F. Blood. Thus,
besides the private school-house in Brownville, erected by Messrs. Evans
& Brown, there was a regular public school in Tecumseh before the vil-

lage of Adrian was ever platted.

Many other errors occur in the historical part of the "Atlas," such as
saying that Michigan was admitted into the union in 1836,—whereas the
act of congress provided for her admission as a state, was not passed until

January, 1837. The farm of Mr. Blood they locate on section twenty-
four, instead of section thirty-four. These and some other such mistakes
may be the results in part of misprints. On the whole the Atlas may
perhaps be considered about as correct as could be expected ol a work
got up as that was. Many of the lithographs of residences contained in

the work, may be what the owners contemplated that they should ulti-

mately be, but can hardly be said to be correct representations of the
buildings or grounds at the time of the publication of the work.

Besides the well known pioneer of the county, Gen. Joseph W. Brown,
who, notwithstanding his advanced age, is still with us, we have also

another of the veternan pioneers of 1824. Ezra F. Blood, who came in

with Messrs. Evans and Brown, and the first [>arty of settlers in the

spring of that year, and who, almost immediately after arrival, took up
the same quarter section of land, on which he then settled, and where
he has continued to live ever since. He was born in New Hampshire
October 28, 1797, and had moved to the state of New York in 1819, soon
after he became of age. He came here in 1824, still a .young unmarried
man, and remained a bachelor for fully five years after his arrival,—some
of the other settlers who had families in the meantime keeping house
for him.

On the 12th of January, 1830, he was united in marriage to Miss
Alzina Blackmar, who had come to Michigan with her father and his

family the year previous, her father becoming then the first settler in that

part of the township of Tecumseh now embraced in the town of Cam-
bridge. Miss Blackmar, then about nineteen years of age, had for six

months previous to her marriage been engaged in teaching school in the

village of Tecumseh. She was boarding at the residence of Gen. Brown,
where the ceremony was performed, by the Rev. Alanson Darwin, the

first settled minister in Tecumseh ;—Miss Betsey Robertson (now the

widow of the late Col. Wm. McNair, officiating as bridesmaid, and the

late Dr. M. A. Patterson as groomsman. The family of Mr. and Mrs.
Blood has consisted of two daughters and four sons. One of the daughters
died in infancy ; the other is married and living in Mt. Morris, N. Y.
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The oldest son lives on a farm adjoining the old homestead ; and the

youngest is still at home with his parents. One son, Wm. A., died in the

army during the late civil war, and the other, Leroy C, is now in mer-
cantile business in Lansing. Mr. Blood, in October last, celebrated the

eightieth anniversar}'' of his birthday, having invited to his home on the

occasion a few of the older settlers of Tecumseh and vicinity.

One of the first families to arrive as settlers in Tecumseh or vicinity,

after the Evans and Brown party of May, 1824, was that of Abner Spof-

ford, consisting of himself and wife and seven children, who arrived in

July, six weeks after the first pioneer party, and being the sixth family

to settle in the county. Mrs. Pitman, however, one of the daughters, did

not come to Michigan until the spring of 1825, when she came on with
her husband, Daniel Pitman, who then settled down here as the first

regular merchant in the county, to keep a general stock of goods for the

white settlers, as well as for the Indians, from whom he bought venison,

turkeys, maple sugar and cranberries. The youngest member of the

family. Miss Cynthia M. Spoffbrd, was married May 16th, 1827, on the

seventeenth anniversary of her birthday, to Mr. Theodore Bissell, a
young man from Livingston county. New York, who had come in with
Horace Wolcott in 1824, and taken up some land in 1825, but returned
for a short time to the state of New York in that year, and came back in

1827 as a permanent settler, and took up some more land adjoining Te-
cumseh. The ceremony was performed by Dr. C. N. Ormsby as a Jus-

tice of the Peace—there being then no settled clergyman in the territory

nearer than Monroe or Detroit ; and this was supposed to be the first

marriage in the county amongst the white settlers. Mr. and Mrs. Bissell

in about a year afterwards went to western New York, settling at Lock-
port, from whence they came to Toledo, where Mr. B. embarked in busi-

ness, remaining there some years, until they finally went to Texas, where
Mr. B. died. Mrs. B., now Mrs. W. W. Tilton, returned several years ago
to her first home in Michigan, to which she had come with her parents
when she was a young Miss of fourteen years of age. She and an older

sister are still living, and are both residents of Tecumseh, and have a
brother who came in with them in 1824, now residing in Des Moines,
Iowa.

Mr. W. W. Tilton was also himself one of the early pioneers of the

county, having come to the territory early in the second year of the
white settlement of the county. He and Curtis Page, both of them car-

penters and joiners, came to Tecumseh as settlers in June, 1825, and
were just of the class of men then most needed in the settlement. Soon
after their arrival they were engaged in building a store for Mr. Pitman

;

and early in the summer Mr. Tilton cut the first two small fields of

wheat raised in Lenawee county. In the spring of 1826, he was engaged
in the erection of a house for Mr. Evans on the northeast corner of Ot-
tawa and Chicago streets, now the residence of P. R. Adams, Esq. Mr.
Tilton was also one of the commisssioners to lay out the Ridge road,

along the route of the natural ridge supposed to have been formerl}^ the
shore of lake Erie, running from the northeast corner of the county in

the town of Macon to what was called Leroy, at the crossing of the river
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Raisin, east of Adrian. It crossed the road from Monroe to Tecumseh
at the point where the village of Ridgeway afterwards grew up. In 1828
Mr. Tilton settled on a farm in the town of Raisin, a little south of Te-
cumseh, where he lived until he retired from active business, residing
for a few years past in the village, and retaining a remarkably distinct

recollection of incidents and events connected with the first settlement
of this part of the county.

I feel as though I ought not to conclude this hastily prepared and
rambling sketch of the early days of the white settlement of Lenawee
county without some acknowledgment of the valuable services of F. A.
Dewey as president of the county pioneer society, and of W. A. Whitney
as secretary, in getting together many important contributions towards
the history of that period, not only at the regular annual meetings of

the society, but by awakening a greatly increased interest in the collec-

tion of materials for the future historians of the county or state, by hold-
ing during the last year a series of special meetings where well-prepared
addresses were read and many important incidents of local interest were
brought out, and many of them afterwards published.

Having been present at most of these meetings, and having preserved
copies of the several proceedings as published, I found, upon being re-

quested to prepare a paper for the State Pioneer Society, my embarrass-
ment to consist not in a lack of material, but in making any proper
selection and arrangement of what could consistently be brought within
the limits of such an address, and also in avoiding a repetition of what
had already been embraced in papers previously furnished to your
society.

The fifth and last of these special meetings held since the annual
meeting in Adrian in March last, was held at Ridgeway on the 15th of

last month (Jan. 15, 1878,) and was the most largely attended of any
previously held. There were many present not only from all parts of

the township of Ridgeway, but from all the adjoining towns in the
county, including from Tecumseh the two old veterans. Gen. J. W. Brown
and Ezra F. Blood, of the first party of 1824. An invitation to a free

public dinner had been extended to all comers, and ample and super-

abundant provision for that purpose had been made by the ladies and
other residents of the village and vicinity. The audience room of the

large Methodist church building, which will seat seven or eight hundred
people, was filled to overflowing, and many chairs had to be furnished

along the side aisles and in other parts of the room. The dinner tables

in the basement, seating some two hundred or more at a time, were reset

several times ; and when all wishing dinner were waited upon, enough
for hundreds more was left. A very able and interesting paper on the

first settlement of Ridgeway and vicinity was read by Justus Lowe, and
many incidents of the period were afterwards related by some of the older

settlers. Of those present, about eighty joined the county society, in-

cluding one old lady of 98.

At all the previous special meetings visitors from a distance were
either welcomed to a free public dinner, as at East Raisin, or invited to

individual homes, as at Clinton and Hudson. And in every instance
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the residents of the places where the meetings were held seemed pleased

to extend their hospitalities to all the old settlers who came to attend the
proceedings. But I must forbear further detail, in hopes that the Presi-

dent or secretary of the county society may now or on some future occa-

sion furnish some data on that subject.

Although I have already spun out my narrative to a somewhat greater

length than I had anticipated, and longer perhaps than I ought to have
done, notwithstanding my endeavors to avoid as far as possible all repe-

tition of facts known to be in possession of the state society or readily

accessible to them, yet I hope to be pardoned for adding a few items of

my own personal experience as a pioneer. When I left the borough of

Wilkesbarre, in Wyoming valley, Pa., in the fall of 183!, to come to

Michigan, my expectation rather was that I should go to the county of

St. Joseph, or of Cass, towards which the tide of emigration seemed then
to be most strongly tending; but after my arrival at Detroit I was ad-

vised to look around in the vicinity of Tecumseh or Clinton, as the
northern part of Lenawee county was then being rapidly settled. I ac-

cordingly took passage b}' stage only so far as Clinton ; but I had never
before in all my travels in Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Pennsylvania or

New York, seen such staging and stage roads as we had until we came
near to Ypsilanti, w^iicli place it took us all day to reach. Next morn-
ing w^e found better roads and a comfortable post-coach driven by
Samuel Evans, a son of the postmaster and first settler of Tecumseh, and
nephew of J. W. Brown, the principal mail contractor west of Detroit by
way of the Chicago raad. On arriving at Clinton, I found an embryo
village of some ten or a dozen houses or thereabouts, with two taverns

—

one of them a hewn-log house, and the other a two-story frame one—and
one or two small stores, and a few scattered small dwelling houses.

There was then and for some time afterwards no postoffice there :—letters

for settlers there or in the vicinity were returned from Tecumseh in care

of H. N. Baldwin, who was afterwards appointed first postmaster at

Clinton.

On going west from Clinton to look at lands in the surveyed town
next west, and to see Thos. Nelson, Jr., to whom I had a reference as one
of the first five or six to take up lands and settle in that town, I found
on the Chicago road about three miles west of Clinton, three men from
Massachusetts who had come on in June previous, and were beginning
to clear up some land to build houses, and a blacksmith shop, etc. TwO'
of the three, Capt. Ebenezer Davis and Job Graves, still live on their

then locations. The other one, David Wells, afterwards bought out the
lands of Thos. Nelson, and sold the same in 1835 to the late Deacon Wm.
Bradley, with some timbered land on an adjacent section, and moved to^

Illinois, where he died some two years ago. I then selected some land
east of Mr. Nelson's, on which, and some additions to it, I lived until I

became connected with the M. S. P. P., and moved to the village of Te-
cumseh in 1853, where I have since resided.

All that I could do towards farming that fall, was to clear off a few-

acres of the more open part of my land, which I engaged a Mr. Arnold,

living near Tecumseh village, to break up for me; he being about the
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only one I heard of who followed the business of breaking up prairie

land or openings for a living ; this he did with a large strong plow drawn
by five or six yoke of cattle. On the 30th of November, 1831, while he
was at work for me, there came a cold snap with about four inches of

snow, and he had to take his teams and plow home, as he could do no
more breaking up until the ground settled next spring. When I went
after him then, I found him breaking up on the Wright farm, northwest
of the village of Tecumseh, where the hazel brush in places was so tall

and thick, that the boy driving the teams had to go on the oft' side of the

cattle. They cut a strip about twenty inches or more in width, and six

to eight inches deep, turning the brush under and covering it just about
as an ordinary plow would turn under corn-stalks or weeds.

Some of the settlers who took up land of the more sandy or easily

tilled kind, got along by using smaller plows and less powerful teams

;

but the thorough deep plowing on most of the openings was then con-

sidered the best. A Pennsylvania settler, John J. Schnall, who took up
some land about a mile west of Clinton, in 1826, and was living there

when I came to Michigan, had made out a breaking-up team by joining

with a Mr. Allen, of Allen's prairie, in Hillsdale county, each of them
putting in two or three yoke of cattle. Though living about forty miles

or more apart, they were considered in those days as neighbors near

enough to exchange such work with one another. Mr. Schnall soon

after I came sold out and moved farther west, whether because he was
getting too crowded, or because of an innate propensity such as some
frontiersmen have, of constantly moving on, I did not learn.

My first real practical trial of pioneer life may be said to have com-
menced when I began to prepare for building a log house, and to split

rails, etc. I had never before cut or split anything larger than some
stove-wood, and had to take some lessons in such things from older

backwoodsmen. I thought that I proved a pretty apt scholar, as I soon

learned to do about as much for a day's work as almost any of my neigh-

bors, although I had to hire a great deal of rail-splitting and such work
done. Also by getting a lesson or two in shingle splitting and shaving,

I made out to split and dress my own long shingles, or " shakes," as some
called them, for a log house, and afterwards for a barn and sheds.

As I could not do much to any advantage on my land during the winter,

some of the officers of the newly formed school district in Clinton asked

me if I would not teach their school there that winter. I told them that

I had had no experience in teaching a primary school, and did not know
how I might get along with it—my only experience in school-keeping

having been as teacher of languages and mathematics in Meadville (Pa.)

Academy, a situation obtained for me by my friend, the Rev. Dr. Bruce,

of the Western University of Pennsylvania, at Pittsburg. However, I

finally agreed to take the school; and so became the first teacher of a

school in Clinton, as was noted in the address read at the special pioneer

meeting held at Clinton in June last. I had, I believe, an average of

about twenty to twenty-five scholars; amongst them were Welconie V.

Fisk and Joseph S. Kies, two of the most prominent business men in the

village of Clinton, and Chas. N. Felton, now in California, as one of the

25
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officers of the mint or sub-treasury in San Francisco. I got along, I

believe, so as to give general satisfaction to those sending children to

school, as well as the boys and girls themselves, except to one of the sons

of Pontius Hooper, at whose hotel I boarded, who was rather inclined to

be a ringleader in all violations of the rules, and who, on account of a

punishment I was once obliged to inflict on him, threatened that he was
going to thrash me when he got to be a man. As that was forty-six years

ago, he has probably got to be a man before this time, but still I have
not got that thrashing yet. The last I have heard of him is that he was
in Illinois somewhere, following his father's occupation—that of keeping

hotel, in which I wish him every success.

In May, 1832, when the alarm of the breaking out of the Black Hawk
war first came through the territory, I was, like all the other male settlers,

notified to be and appear armed and equipped, etc., as the law directs,

and I volunteered like almost all the rest, and was mustered in at Clin-

ton as a private, in Capt. Hixon's company, and marched forthwith,

May 22d, I think, for Niles, or the seat of war. The first night out we
slept, or watched, at Blackmar's tavern, on the Chicago road, west of the

present junction, so-called, in Cambridge. I laid down at the head of

the stairs on the floor in the log house, and during the night I heard a

gun fired, which in the morning I found to be from Sol. Fenstemacher,

who was on guard, firing at one of Blackmar's hogs, as it insisted on

coming within the lines, without giving the countersign. I found also

in the morning that we had had during the night quite a hard frost,

which I knew would be fatal to some corn and other vegetables which I

had planted, and were just coming up out of the ground when I left.

We kept marching on west for several days, without anything of special

note, except the sham skirmish known as the battle of Coldwater prairie,

which I had learned at headquarters was to come off in the evening after

we reached there. But the history of that, and of all the incidents on
the march to Niles and back again, have all been told at length by S. C.

Stacy and others, and I have neither time nor space now to rehearse

them. The only untold incident which I remember, was seeing the

friendly Indians at Niles laughing at our target-firing with some of the

old flint-lock muskets, which had been sent along for us to use.

Whilst talking of military matters, I may as well finish here my mil-

itary history, as it is very short, and not much more of it. In the fall of

1835 I took part in the famous Toledo war, as a second lieutenant in the

Wolverine militia, who made the Ohio midnight judges retreat within

their own acknowledged boundaries,—they well knowing that Uncle
Sam or Old Hickory w^ould be after them if they undertook to take

possession of, or exercise jurisdiction over, any of the territory of Mich-

igan, until so authorized by congress. Having thus become as it were a

hero of two wars, I was promoted by being commissioned as division

paymaster of the fifth division of Michigan militia, in which capacity I

never either received or disbursed any funds—not even m}^ own pay.

But for services in the Black Hawk war I afterwards received, like all my
fellow soldiers, a bounty land warrant for one hundred and sixty acres

of land.
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The first town meeting which I attended in Michigan was that held
in Brownville, for the township of Tecumseh, on the first Monday of
April, 1832. That townsliip then included all the five northern surveyed
towns of the county, and the north half of the tier of towns next south,
making a township of nine miles by thirty. All settlers living then
within the northern nine miles of the county, who wished to attend town
meeting had to go there to vote. I recollect that I rode part of the way
home with Cornelius Millspaw, then keeping tavern on the Chicago road
about eighteen miles west of Clinton, in what is now the township of

Woodstock.
The second annual town meeting which I attended was that in which

the township of Franklin was organized, in April, 1833, which town then,

and until April, 1836, included not only the present town of Franklin,
but also what are now the towns of Cambridge and Woodstock, At that
meeting, I think, or soon after, I found that a Mr. Joseph Slater, who had
been a fellow passenger with me on the steamboat from Buffalo to Detroit,

when I first came to the territory, had also become a settler in the town
of Franklin, in the southeast part of it, which was more heavily timbered
than the northern part, and generally preferred by those accustomed to

farming on timbered land. Mr. Slater is still a resident of Franklin,
living where he first settled, a successful and prosperous farmer.

But enough as to personal matters. My record as a delegate to the
first constitutional convention, and then as secretary of the state senate

for three years, and afterwards a member of the state legislature in both
branches, and as a state officer, are sufficiently embodied in state journals
and documents, to render any detailed statements here unnecessary,

especially as much of it could not well be considered as belonging exclu-

sively or more particularly to the history of Lenawee county.

TECUMSEH.

Early Eecollections of the ViiiLAGE of Tecumseh.

Letter from E. B. Brown to Gen. Joseph Brown, read at the Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society,

February 7th, 1878.

Hastings Ldg., 111., January 29th, 1878.

My Dear Father :

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your good letter of

the 23d inst., and also the Herald notice of your eighty-fourth birthday

dinner party. I appreciate the satisfaction it must be to you to be again

among the associates of your pioneer life, and be able to enjoy the evi-

dences of your labor in its prime. It would afford me much pleasure to

meet with the pioneers of Michigan at their annual gathering at Lan-
sing in February, but I fear that I shall not be able to do so. The rem-
iniscences that crowd upon the memory of that pioneer life come thick

and fast. It takes me back the time, fifty-four 3'ears ago, when the little

party who, besides yourself, was composed of uncle Musgrove, Ezra F.

Blood and others, started on your trip of reconnoisance into the woods of
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Michigan, your return and favorable report. The confusion that fol-

lowed at the stone mansion of uncle Jacob in making preparations for

the long and weary journey, the hauling of household goods and farming
implements to Sacketts Harbor, the shipment on board of a small schooner,

the largest then on the lakes, the trip to the mouth of the Niagara river,

where, after anchoring till there was a favorable wind an attempt Avas

made to sail up the river, which was only partially successful, as the wind
failed. The captain, after again anchoring, went ashore and hired a
farmer, who with his team of oxen towed the schooner to Lewiston ; the

hauling of the goods from Lewiston to Schlosser, where the}'- were trans-

ferred to a keel-boat and "poled" up to Buffalo; the shipment again on
to the old schooner Erie, the largest sail vessel on the chain of lakes, "the
pride of the waters," measuring the unprecedented burden of ninety-five

tons; the trip to Laplaisance bay, and the transfer again b}^ lighter to

the shore, (for at that time there were no docks or steamboats, except the

experiment that was being made with the Walk-in-the-water), on the

lakes ; the three days trip by wagon through an uninhabited wilderness

to where Tecumseh now" stands; the camp in the woods, with its big tire

that cast its cheerful glow to the tree-tops; the capsizing of the w-agons

and the arrival at the log house of James Patchin, after passing the heavy
timber lands and emerging into the oak openings, and the arrival at the

house of the mill company ; the welcome so cheery and hearty. The
winter passed in the double log house, where, besides your own, lived the

families of uncle Musgrove and George Spafford and the men employed
in clearing the land and building the saw-mill. How crowded and thick

we were when clustered around the huge log fire in the open fire-place;

the children were sent to bed so that there should be room for the men
and women. The good health, hearty cheer and kindly feeling that pre-

vailed made the life in the woods cheerful and bright; privations endured
only to be the cause for merriment. The supplies, partially obtained

from the Indians, who brought venison, cranberries and mocock of sugar;

these, with breadstuff" packed thirty miles and an occasional beef crea-

ture driven from the older settlements, furnished the larder. The first

little school taught by Mary Spaffbrd in Musgrove Evans' office, giving

promise for the high position Michigan was destined to take in the edu-

cation of its youths ; the sending of the work-cattle to the beds of rushes,

where they were to take care of themselves as best they could; the mild
winter, in which plowing was done in ever}" month, appearing to be an
act of providence for the benefit of the infant settlement; the transporta-

tion of mails on the backs of oxen, ridden by Samuel or Vincent Evans.

How little they dreamed of the blood in wdiich their young lives would
end—the former shot in the act of blowing up the magazine at the

Alamo, in 1S36, in that heroic defence when he with Bowie, Travis,

Crocket and 140 others, withstood the attack of Santa Anna with an army
of 4,000 men for fifteen days, and then died at their guns rather than
submit to Mexican mercy—Vincent shot in a fight with Indians in Texas
soon after. The coming of spring, and with it a few additions to the

little colony; the opening of roads through the woods; the building of

the first frame house in Lenawee county; the hope excited that the new
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country was entirely free from malarial fevers, justified by the freedom
from diseases of the kind for the first three years—so sadly proved to be
false when the efl^cts of the clearing and turning up the virgin soil with
its ages of vegetable deposit with the plow. The time when sickness was
the rule and health the exception, and not well ones enough to take care

of the sick; the gloom and sadness that hung over the homes of the set-

tlers; the first death, that of cousin Pamelia Evans in 1826; the opening
of roads, building the first church, first school-house, and first mill; the

fortunate finding of a rock large enough and of the proper material for

the stones for the mill in a country where, except the small flint boulders,

not another rock was to be found, it seemed like another special provi-

dence; the effort made to establish local government; the survey and
opening of military roads from Detroit and Monroe to Chicago—when
th.e commissioners rode to the top of the highest hill and blowed a horn
to guide the surveyor in the direction he was to run the line—a feat in

engineering that has not been equaled by an\ of the engineers of more
modern days. The opening of the postoffice and the establishment of a
horseback mail route, followed by a two-horse wagon, and afterwards
four-horse wagons, and as soon as the increase of travel justified the ex-

penditure, these were replaced bj' Troy coaches. The Great Western
Stage Company, with a line of four-horse post coaches running from De-
troit to Chicago was established in 1880, and surprised the western world
by carrying passengers and mails 288 miles in four days, (if the roads
were in good order), and thus step by step the infant colony grew into

manly proportions.

The erroneous idea commonly held that the interior was an impas-
sable swamp was corrected, and the territory grew into a state, taking
rank with the sister states of the Union. Many years had passed before

I recognized the great work that had been accomplished by the pioneers

of Michigan. It would require volumes to record the incidents of this

pioneer life as they crowd upon the memor3^ How fortunate you were,

and how fortunate for the count}' of Lenawee, in the partnership of Wing,
Evans & Brown. Austin E. Wing was one of those men whose enlarged

views, sterling integrity, enterprise, intelligence, and accomplishments as

a gentleman and lawyer was a host in himself when great work was to

be done. His relations to the government as a particular friend of Gov.
Cass, and afterwards the second delegate to congress, gave him a position

where his consummate tact and genial manners enabled him to exert in

the most efficient manner his great influence for the good of the territor3\

Musgrove Evans, an educated man, engineer and surveyor, had had much
experience in his profession and the wants of a people in a new country,

having been the agent of Count LeRay de Chamount, a French gentle-

man of rank, who came to this country with Lafayette, and who served

as his aid in the war of the revolution, and who owned a large tract of

land on and near the bay and town bearing his name at the head of lake

Ontario, where Evans had been employed by him; and you, as a prac-

tical miller and farmer of large experience, whose superiority as an agri-

culturist had been recognized by the agricultural society of Jefferson

county, N. Y,, when they presented you with a certificate and premium
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of a silver pitcher for the best farm in the county ; and numerous other
premiums for superiority in man}" of its attendant details. All of you
were men of great energy, business capacity and physical endurance. All
these various accomplishments were combined in your company, and
were exerted for the benefit and good of the new country in which you
were making new homes. I say for the benefit and good of the country,
because the pioneers lose sight of self in their efforts to open for the good
of the world a wilderness such as Michigan was when you moved into it.

He becomes, in the largest sense of the word a philanthropist, prompted
with the wish and hopes for gain in the first instance; but these wishes
and hopes eventually become swallowed up in the efforts made to im-
prove the country, and he sacrifices to the general good his labor, time
and money. It becomes the business of his life, and to which he devotes
its every thought and energy. It is this sure and rapid growth of a sen-

timent which is devoted to the general good, rather than individual
benefit, that prevents him from receiving the pecuniar}'- benefits which
by his labor and enterprise he is justly entitled to, and which he richly

merits. It is for this reason that we find all, or nearly all the early set-

tlers in a new country without the comforts that wealth can give in their

declining years. A less enterprising and more selfish race of men follow

the lead they have made, and reap the substantial benefits. But you, my
dear father, can look back upon your long and useful life with pleasure,

as you notice the evidences of the success of your young efforts, proving
the correctness of your judgment in the selections j'ou made, and enjoy
in your last days. You can claim, and justly claim, for yourself no small
share in the accomplishing of much good for the benefit of 3^our fellow-

men.
I hope you may live to enjoy many reunions with the companions of

your pioneer life.

ORGANIZATION AND PROGEESS OF LENAWEE COUNTY PIONEER
SOCIETY.

By Francis A. Dewey,

Read at the Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society February 7th, 1878.

It is a beautiful custom, handed down to us from the earliest ages, to
review scenes and incidents Avhich have transpired in former years. The
student of history finds here and there in the pathway of nations great
epoclis, into which many streams of influence, flowing from different

countries, and distant periods, concentrate and combine their forces, or
wherein the intelligence and culture in the lapse of years are organized
into new and superior institutions, by men whom Providence has raised

up for such a time. Thus it was with the former owners of the wilder-
ness lands of Michigan, the untutored Indians, who had held these vast
possessions from time immemorial, and have left their beautiful lakes

and rivers, also their unsurpassed hunting grounds, for other and more
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remote localities. The pioneer settlers from the east and the south, fol-

lowed the old and well beaten Indian trails, to the interior and utter-

most parts of our truly fertile and productive state of Michigan. To
these pioneer men with their families, who settled in the luxuriant and
prolific county of Lenawee, I am to give a brief outline of the pioneer
societies which have been organized.

The first pioneer settlement was made June 2d, 1824. The first county
pioneer society was organized at Tecumseh in March, 1868 ; Gen. Joseph
W. Brown was chosen president,—he was one of the first to locate land
in the county, and proprietor of the first saw mill—Hon. B. L. Baxter
secretary, Rev. E. N. Nichols treasurer, and Dr. M. A. Patterson vice
president. The second meeting was held March 13th, 1868, at Mer-
chants' Hall, Tecumseh, for the adoption of a constitution and by-laws.
All the officers were present, with a large attendance of pioneers, the
association was called the River Raisin Valley Historical Society, and
nineteen enrolled their names.

The third meeting was held on the 2d day of June. President
J. W. Brown, in his address, complimented the society highly on its suc-

cess, and resigned the office of president with his best wishes for its wel-

fare. Hon. M. A. Patterson was chosen president, and twenty vice presi-

dents were elected. Gen. J. W. Brown presented to the society the order
book which was used in the memorable Toledo War, when thousands of

the territorial volunteers stood undaunted on the bank of the Maumee
river, in the year 1835, and waited for the forlorn hope of Ohio to come
up to the boundary line of Michigan. Dr. M. A. Patterson read a very
entertaining history of the township of Tecumseh, and the Raisin valley.

F. A. Dewey read a sketch of pioneer times in the year 1829. On the 22d day
of December, 1868, was the fourth meeting of the society at Merchants'
Hall, President M. A. Patterson in the chair. A very carefully prepared
address and historic account of the early settlement of Monroe, and the

massacre of the troops at river Raisin, was given by Hon. Charles Noble,
of Detroit. S. C. Stacy, Esq., gave a very accurate account of the Black
Hawk Indian War of 1832, with a detailed account of each day's march
of the 8th regiment from Tecumseh to Niles and the return, with abbre-
viated notes of the celebrated battle in the Coldwater forest. F. A.
Dewey read a sketch of Cambridge township. James T. Kedzie gave an
interesting account of Blissfield. This was decidedly the largest meeting
that had been held. A vote of thanks was tendered to Hon. Charles

Noble, S. C. Stacy, F. A. Dewey and J. T. Kedzie, for their carefull}^ pre-

pared historical essays. It is with sadness we hear that Hon. Charles
Noble has left us to be here no more; also. President M. A. Patterson,

with many intelligent pioneers of Lenawee count}^, have gone down to

the silent tomb. We regret to say that this was the last time the River
Raisin Valley Society held a meeting. There was then about sixty-five

members.
After a lapse of nearly six years a few pioneers met in the city of

Adrian, on a bleak cold day in the month of March, 1875, and made pre-

liminary arrangements for a pioneer association, by electing D. K. Un-
derwood president, Wm. A. Whitney secretary, Dr. T. F. Dodge treasurer.
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The second meeting was held March 27th, 1S75, in the council rooms of

the city of Adrian, President D. K. Underwood in the chair. The object

of the county pioneer society was clearly set forth by the president, in

his unassuming and graphic way. F. A. Dewey being called upon, gave
a very short account of pioneer times, with a regret that tliis society had
not been organized twenty years ago, for within that time many of our
most able and valuable men have gone to where there is no return.

Sixty-four members joined at this meeting, and signed the record.

On September 25th, 1875, a special meeting was called at the fair

grounds in Adrian, by the secretar}^ Wm. A. Whitney ; there was a very
large attendance. Our' worthy and lamented president, D. K. Under-
wood, had departed to be with us no more. Wm. A. Whitney, secretary,

took the chair. A vote was taken for president, F. A. Dewey was unan-
imouslv elected. Short speeches were made by Gen. J. W. Brown, Judge
Stacy, Hon. C. E. Mickly, H. Lewis, A. C. Osborn, Hon. W. S. Wilcox,
Rev. J. T. Kedzie, W. W. Bliss. E. P. Graham, and sheriff Eldridge ; forty-

five names were enrolled at this meeting. S. C. Stacy, Esq., offered the
following resolution :

Whereas, Dr. Daniel K. Underwood of Adrian, one of the earliest

settlers of the county, has departed this life since the last meeting of this

societ}^ at the ripe age of 72 years,

Resolved by the Lenawee County Pioneer Society, That in the death of

Dr. Underwood this society has lost one of its most worthy and honored-
members, and the county one of its most respected citizens ; by the ener-

gy, ability, and starling integrity of the deceased, and of his early

associates, the foundation of the future prosperity of this city and county
were laid. As president of this society he had done much to revive the
interest of the people in the olden time, and to his zeal in its behalf may
be attributed much of its success.

Resolved, That these resolutions be inscribed on our records, and a

copy sent to the family, and be published in the county papers.

On March 1st, 1876, the second annual, and fourth meeting, of the

society was held in Dean's opera house, Adrian city. Notwithstanding
the inclement weather, the driving snow storm, and the severe cold, there

was a large number in attendance, with many ladies, who added cheer
and refinement to the meeting. President F. A. Dewey called the meet-
ing to order at 2 P. M.; the secretary's and treasurer's reports were read

and adopted; the election of officers resulted as follows: F. A. Dewey
president, Wm. A, Whitney secretary, Wm. Graves treasurer. Hon.
Norman Geddes read a ver}* carefully prepared paper of the early pio-

neers of Cambridge, and the picturesque beauties of Sand Lake. The
president read an account of the first settlement of Lenawee county, and
gave many reminiscences of Lidians of the Pottawotomie tribe. Gen.
Brown, Hon. J. J. Adam, L. W. Baker, Mr. Deming, D. D. Sinclair, J. T.

Kedzie and John Cavender, made short speeches for the occasion. Forty-
four new members, including several ladies, were added to the Lenawee
County Pioneer Society.

The fifth meeting of the Lenawee County Pioneer Society was held in

Good Tem piers' Hall, Tecumseh, August 18th, 187G. The room was
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beautifully decorated with wreaths and banners, and the attendance was
over three hundred persons. The Tecumseh cornet band was present
and played several pieces of music ; this, together with the songs of the
glee club, added greatly to the pleasure of the entertainment. The
meeting wes called to order at 2 o'clock p. m. by President Dewey, who
said

:

Ladies and Gkntlemen—I will say in behalf of the Lenawee pio-
neers, we are pleased to see the large number here, who seem to take an
interest in the historical society. When we look around us and see men
here who assisted to open the wilderness roads, cut the first trees of

the forest in this county, and raise the first log cabins, also clear the fer-

tile lands, we are pleased to say their improvements have grown into

one of the most productive, wealthy, and populous counties in the state;

and we are now enjoying the fruits of their industry.

Prayer by Rev. E. N. Nichols. The glee club sang " Old Home."
Historical addresses about Tecumseh township, ver}^ accurately prepared,
were given by S. C. Stacy. Esq., and Hon. B. L. Baxter. Interesting
remarks were made by Plon. J. J. Adam, Judge Stacy, Gen. Brown, Mr.
Enoch Tindal, and John Richards, Esq. Nearly all of the oldest resi-

dents of Tecumseh were present, and seventy-five new members joined
the association.

The sixth pioneer meeting, and third annual, was held in Dean's
opera house, city of Adrian, March 10th, 1877. President Dewey called

the meeting to order at 2 o'clock p. m. Secretary's and treasurer's reports

were found correct. The officers elected were, F. A. Dewey president,

Wm. A. Whitney secretary, T. J. Ludlow treasurer; Executive Commit-
tee, G. W. Moore, W. M. Graves, John Richards, G. H. Kedzie, and Orson
Green. A. L. Millard read an address on the first settlement of Adrian

;

Orasmus Lamb read an account of the pioneers of Woodstock ; F. A.

Dewey read an account of the pioneer pleasant homes of Cambridge,
going back to the first location of land in the township. At this meeting
seventeen names were recorded.

The fourth special meeting was held in the town hall in the village

of Clinton, June 22d, 1877. A generous dinner was provided by the

citizens. The new banner was here displayed, of Welcome, Pioneers. There
was a large attendance of the first settlers ; also, a band of music, and a

full choir of singers, with Mr. Wells as leader. At two o'clock the meet-

ing was called to order by the president; prayer by Rev. E. N. Nichols,

and singing by the village choir. A very interesting historic address of

Clinton township was read by Rev. W. P. Mastell, and a poem, composed
for the occasion, by Mr. R. Randall. Interesting remarks on the early

settlement of Clinton were made by Hon. F. S. Snow, John Smith, James
King, Esq., Mrs. Frary, Mrs. Hixon, and Rev. J. T. Husted, with others.

Forty-one members joined the societ^^

The fifth special county meeting was held in the church in the village

of Hudson, September 25th, 1877. The pioneers were splendidly enter-

tained. At two o'clock, p. M. the meeting was called to order by president

F. A. Dewey. The room was beautifully trimmed with banners and
iiowers, and there was a good attendance of citizens. Hon. J. J. Hoga-
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boam read a very interesting historic record of the western and southern
portion of Lenawee county, with the early beginnings of Hudson. I

would here remark that J. J. Hogaboam is the author of a well composed
and authentic book ot the early history of Bean Creek valley, in Lenawee
county. Short remarks were made by Gen. Montgomery, Noah Brown,
Esq., Jabez Briggs, Gen. Brown, Thomas Iverson, Hon. J. K. Bois, H. A.
Barrett, and A. H. Coomer. At this session thirty-eight persons joined
the society. f

The sixth special county pioneer meeting met at East Raisin church
on Tuesday, October 23d, 1877. The attendance was a surprise to many.
Over two hundred partook of a bountiful dinner prepared by the honored
citizens of Raisin. The arrangements were very complete, showing that
the pioneers and their posterity were not lacking in a well-spread table

and generous liberality. The Raisin band discoursed very excellent
music. At two o'clock the president called the meeting to order in the
audience room of the church. Prayer was offered by Rev. E. N. Nichols;
then an address was given by Mr. Alexander Richards, which was very
carefully prepared and authentic in its details of the early settlement of

East Raisin township. At the close of the address a poem, written by a
pioneer lady, was read by S. C. Stacy. Short and timely remarks were
made by Isaac Adams, Justus Lowe, Hiram Raymond, E. N. Nichols,

J. W. Brown, Mrs. Hall, Mrs. Bowerman, Mrs. Wickware, Mr. John Rich-
ards, and Wm. A. Whitne3^ Mr. Isaac Adams sang an original and
appropriate song; title, "Ease Me Down Gently." There were present
twenty persons over seventy years of age. Sixty-two joined the asso-

ciation.

The seventh special meeting of the county pioneers met in the village

of Ridgeway, January 15th, 1878, at the large and commodious church.
It was estimated that there were over five hundred persons in attend-

ance. Three hundred sat down to a bountiful dinner. Long tables were
loaded with every variety of good things. On every hand there were
substantials, the growth of the county, arranged by willing hands. To
make the feast more welcome, the tables were waited on by the good ladies

of Ridgeway, which called out the admiration and thanks of all who sat

down to the genuine pioneer thanksgiving. The meeting was called to

order by the president, F. A. Dewey. Prayer by Rev. Peter Sharp
; mu-

sic by the band. Mr. Sharp delivered the address of welcome, in wliich

he thanked the society, for in meeting the pioneers it was a great day for

him, such an one as he never expected again here below. He closed his

remarks by extending to all a joyful welcome, hoping that they all might
meet in heaven. The president responded.

The historian of the day, Justus Lowe, Esq., delivered a very interest-

ing address on the early history of Ridgeway. Short and timely speeches

were made by Mr. Adams, George Price, J. L. Kniffin, L. Ormsby, W. H.
Osborn, Mr. Exelby, M. Goodrich, E. F. Blood, D. W. Lowrie, John Rich-
ards, Gen. Brown and Alexander Richards. At this meeting seventy -five

names were added to the list of members—among the ladies' names was
Catherine Zebble, ninety-eight years of age, cheerful in conversation,

smart and healthy.
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We now have enrolled in the Lenawee County Pioneer Society four
hundred and seventeen historic members, and we delight to call their

names. Many a one came here forty or fifty years ago, looked lovingly
back to their old homes in the eastern states, but they came to lay the
foundation for a new state in the wilderness. Nothing can now look any
better than the fertile fields and the lovely farm-houses and intelligent

citizens of the beautiful county of Lenawee and our adopted state of

Michigan.
I now recall to mind a forest pioneer meeting of nearly forty years

ago. The place of holding this meeting was in the township of Cam-
bridge, near the junction of the LaPlaisance bay military road with the
Detroit and Chicago turnpike. In the pleasant month of September, by
previous notice, a large platform had been erected beneath the branches
of three towering trees, with an amphitheater in front, with accommoda-
tions for twenty thousand persons. At an early hour of the appointed
day teams began to arrive from the north, south, east and west. One
team of twenty yoke of oxen from Jackson county was driven by that

veteran pioneer, Elijah Webber. The team was hitched to a chariot with

a log-cabin raised over the wheels. There were also six beautiful Troy
coaches, of four horses each, from Tecumseh, Ypsilanti and Detroit, with
one six horse carriage driven by that Jehu of a pioneer, Luke SpafFord.

Then from the west came a large and beautiful team of forty yoke of

oxen with a log-cabin drawn on wheels. The teams and pioneers at

noon numbered thousands. With that company it was rather fashion-

able to drink hard cider, and display coon-skin banners. On that plat-

form, supported by giant oaks, was the president of the day, Gen. J. W.
Brown ; also several men from the rural towns and the city of Detroit.

Among them was Mr. George Dawson, editor of the Advertiser, Capt.

Bob Wagstaff, the dauntless navigator of Lake Erie, and George C. Bates,

who was the orator of the day, who with unwearied voice tried to make
that vast company believe if Tippecanoe and Tyler were elected each

able bodied man and woman would receive two dollars a day and roast

beef for dinner with hard cider extra.

When we look back to that mild September day, thirty-eight years

ago, and see that multitude in the woods, with hundreds of teams resting

in the sunshine of nature's loveliness, with the great achievement that

was brought about

—

it seems like a hard cider miracle. Those teams^

the log-cabins, and the platform, with many other objects, have gone
down with the shades of time. Many of the active pioneers of that day
are at rest from their labors; that forest and the towering trees that sup-

ported the platform of 1840 are now standing as monuments of olden

times.
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EEUNION OF THE STATE AND COUNTY PIONEEK SOCIETIES.

Eeport of the Proceedings at the Reunion of the State and Lenawee County
Pioneer Societies, held in Tecumseh, June 12, 1878.

At the last annual meeting of the Lenawee County Pioneer Society,

held at Adrian, it was decided to hold a special June meeting at Te-
cumseh on the fifty-fourth anniversary of the settlement of the county.
An invitation was extended to the state society to hold a reunion at the
same time and place, and Wednesday, June 12th, was the day fixed upon
for the joint reunion. The meeting had been well advertised, and as the
weather was exceedingly fine the attendance was beyond all precedent.
It was generall}'- conceded to be the largest pioneer gathering ever held
in the state. It was certainly one of the largest crowds that Tecumseh
€ver saw, or ever attempted to feed.

Nearly every town in Lenawee county was represented, and there was
a large number of distinguised guests present from abroad. Detroit sent

Levi Bishop and J. C. Holmes, and Gen. James Pittman and wife; Salter

Cleveland and A. B. Waite and wife were here from Toledo, Ohio. Rev.
J. 0. Bancroft came from Saginaw. S. Van Ness, a former resident of

Tecumseh, came from LaPorte, Ind. St. Joseph county sent a good dele-

gation, viz: H. H. Riley, an earl}' settler of Constantine, Wm. H. Cross,

who lived in Tecumseh from 1826 to 1830, and then "went west," Geo.
Thurston, the first settler of Sturgis prairie, John W. Fletcher and An-
drew Good, Samuel Prankish and wife, Mr. F. being the man who ground
the first grist of w^heat in Calhoun county. An extra train came from
Adrian in the morning, bringing a large delegation from Adrian and
other towns in the southern and western parts of the county.

As for the towns of northern Lenawee, they were poured into the vil-

lage en masse. Franklin, Cambridge and Woodstock sent wagon loads

by the score; Ridgeway and Macon followed suit and went several dozen
better, and Clinton came swooping down with half a hundred teams,

headed b}^ the cornet band. Raisin must have been well nigh depopu-
lated. The procession from that town numbered sixt3''-six teams, six of

which were four-horse and headed by the Raisin cornet band. There
were two banners in this delegation, one of which contained the w^ords,

"The Pioneers of Raisin, 1830," and the other, "Honor to the Pioneers,"

the letters being formed from the stalks and heads of ripe wheat. The
delegations as they arrived were escorted to the grove by the marshal and
his aids, and when the hour had arrived for the exercises to commence
Hanford's spacious grove was literally overrun.

Several hundred feet of tables had been prepared, and a large plat-

form erected capable of holding about two hundred persons, which was
reserved for the choir of singers, the oldest pioneers present and the in-

vited guests from abroad. The building of the platform and tables and
kitchen was given to A. A. Kennedy, and it is needless to say that the

work was well done. We heard many favorable comments made upon
it during the day. All the available seats in the village were on the

grounds, sufficient to accommodate about one thousand people, but only

a small portion of the crowd could be seated.
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The meeting was presided over by F. A. Dewey, Esq., president of the
county society, assisted by Hon. John J. Adam, president of the state

society. Upon the stage were seated Gen. J. W. Brown and Ezra F. Blood,
the only two representatives now living, except Peter Benson, of Traverse
City, of the original pioneer party which arrived at Tecumseh in June,
1824. Besides these there were—but we forbear. If we attempted to

enumerate all tlie old settlers by name, who were present, it would fill

the whole side of a newspaper; and so we content ourselves with relating
what was said and done,

The vast assemblage was called to order shortly after ten o'clock, and
the exercises commenced with music b}'^ the Clinton band. Then fol-

lowed a chorus entitled, "Song for the Old Folks." The choir was com-
posed of about fifty of our best singers, under the lead of Mr. J. S. Strong,
with Miss Maggie McConnell and Mrs. Dr. Fisher presiding at the organ.
Mr. Strong had his choir well drilled, and the vocal music throughout
Avas well selected and rendered with splendid effect.

Rev. E. N. Nichols, who has the honor of being the oldest resident

clergyman in Tecumseh, then followed with an appropriate prayer. The
choir sang the chorus, "America," with thrilling effect, the whole audi-
ence joining in the old patriotic hymn.

THE ADDRESS OF WELCOME

was then delivered by Hon. Perley Bills of Tecumseh, who spoke as fol-

lows :

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen—It is a very common thing,

when old friends meet after a long absence—intimate friends, friends of

early childhood—for each to tell how very pleased they are to meet again.

This pleasant duty has been assigned to me. We have assembled here

to-day to recount some of the pleasant rwemories of the past; we have
assembled here, fellow-citizens, at a large picnic, and I desire to call your
attention to a picnic that occurred a little to the north of us fifty-four

years ago on the second day of this month ; that picnic was improvised
and organized and started in Jefferson county. New York ; that picnic

was attended by Musgrove Evans and family, with Peter Benson, his

wife, and Ezra F. Blood. Picnics have always been in fashion in the

state of Michigan. On that occasion I understand they sent forth two
of the party who reached Tecumseh on the first day of June, and made
arrangements for the picnic, which took place on the second. Mr. Evans
and wife and five children, and two hired persons in his employ, Peter

Benson and wife, and Ezra F. Blood, sat down at that first picnic under
the shade of a tree to the north of the place we occupy to-day, at which
period Michigan was a dense forest. On the 4th day of March, preced-

ing that date, Austin E. Wing had purchased eighty acres of land on
this section which we occupy ; a little later he purchased the section just

south, and on the 26th day of the same month, Wing, Brown and Evans
made a village plat and put it upon record, in which they dedicated that

piece of land for village purposes, "The Village of Tecumseh;" that vil-

lage was 80 rods one way and 127 the other, and is now the principal
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part of the business portion of Tecumseh ; it was the first village organ-
ized in the county. The land which was purchased on the 4th day of
March, 1824, was the first entry of land under the government survey in
the count}'. During the summer of 1824, now fifty-four years ago, 6320
acres of land were entered in this township, and settlements were made
very rapid h^

The following persons purchased lands in Tecumseh in 1824

:

James W. Cole, David Hand, Wm. Gannung, Ira Goodrich, Stephen
P. Bracket, Luther Dawson, Thomas Y. Howe, Sam'l W. Dexter, Daniel
Pitman, James Smith, James Patchin, Austin E. Wing, Horace Wolcott,
James Stetson, Russell Lampkin, Jacob Ketchum, Peter Lowe, Charles
Lewis, Joseph Bangs, Wm. H. Sabin, Josiali Nelson, Solomon Norton,
John Bangs, Henry Bacon, Joseph Fullson, John Collister, Abner Spaf-
ford, Geo. Spafford, Ezra F. Blood, Truman Adams, Jesse Osborne, Alvin
Glass. AVhole number of acres purchased, 6320. I call your attention
to this fact, for the reason that, in anticipation of this anniversary of the
Historical Society of the state the pioneer society of Lenawee county
thought it would be very pleasant to have it held in Tecumseh. In
pursuance of that idea greetings have been sent abroad, and we witness
here to-day this most hearty response to that greeting. I say to you,
then, in behalf of Tecumseh especially, that we are glad to greet you face
to face. We are glad to meet you. We hope it will not be unprofitable
to call to mind and recount some of the early history, not only of Te-
cumseh, but of the county and other portions of the state, not so especially
to recount its toils, its privations, its afflictions, its hardships,—but its

blessings. And it occurs to me just now that the happiest circumstance
that can occur to any people is that they emigrate from one country to

another and start into new life. And if half of the New England states

and the state of New York and all the older states could start anew on
pioneer life, leave their homes behind them, sacrifice half their fortunes,
locate in a new country, with the fertility of Michigan, it would greatly
improve their condition; they would not only be much happier even
though they suff'ered some privation and experienced some unusual toil,

but they would develop into much greater vigor of manhood, much
greater vigor of life, and a much higher type of society. There is some-
thing so staid, so stereotyped, so entirely finished in those old settlements,
that there is small opportunity for development; but let the persons that
are there struggling for an existence amid those old fossilized, stereo-
typed institutions, start out into a new country, and the}^ can get into a
position in which they participate in the organization of society'-, the
organization of states, the organization of counties, the organization of
towns, the organization of villages, the establishment of schools and
churches ; and thus it is by being brought in contact with this necessity
the opportunity is afforded to develop into a higher type and a greater
vigor of life than is possible in the old country. Hence, fellow-citizens,

we are not to look back to-day with regret that we were forced, by stress

of circumstances to seek a new country, and have been blessed in so
doing, and we rejoice that we are here to-day to recount the blessings of
the past. A kind Providence has been with us. The goodness of our
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Heavenly Father has ever been round about us. "We look back to-day,

and call to mmd many of our companions that have fallen out of the
ranks and have been called to their final rest, and as I look upon the
whitened locks of those around me to-day I am reminded that in a few
more summers there v/ill be no one here to recount the early history of

this county. There are with us to day two I know, I think there are

not more than two, of those who constituted the first picnic party to

which I have called your attention. One is Joseph W. Brown, the other

Ezra F. Blood; the latter immediately after his arrival here, entered a

piece of land on the southeast of the village and there pitched his tent

fifty years ago, and that tent has never been struck; remaining there

now. He is the oldest continual resident of this county ; he has there

reared his family and is still there in good health ; he is with us to-day

upon the stand, tall, straight, athletic, past 80 and able for service. But
it is no part of my purpose, Mr. President, to do more than to bid those

who have attended from abroad to-day a most cordial and hearty wel-

come on this occasion.

We feel ourselves honored by your attendance ; we welcome you to

our hearts ; we welcome you to the festivities of this occasion. In the

old pioneer cabins of this county the latch-string was always out; it is

out still.

President Dewey then said

:

Ladies and Gentlemen—It brings to mind many pleasant remem-
brances to see this vast assemblage of Michigan pioneers. Can we let

the opportunity pass without extending, in behalf of the Lenawee
county pioneers, a bountiful welcome to all, with a hope that we shall

meet many times more? Let the glad tidings go forth that old Tecum-
seh's camping grounds shall not be forgotten, and that the fifty-fourth

anniversary of the first settlement of Lenawee county may be remem-
bered as a holiday to the latest generation.

He then read the by-laws of the county society, and stated that all

who desire to become members could have the opportunit}" of doing so.

Next in order was old "Sherburn," which was given by the choir in

fine style, and then music by the Raisin band.

Next came a chorus by the choir, entitled "Pilgrim Fathers," which
was finely rendered. Then followed the

HISTORICAL ADDRESS,

by Hon. Levi Bishop, of Detroit. He said:

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen—I was certainly surprised

when I saw the announcement that I was expected to make the principal

historical address on this occasion; and I was considerably embarrassed

also, because I expected that if I should come out here I should find, as I

have found, a great many men who were far my seniors in age and in

pioneer life in this state, that are far better qualified than myself to enter-

tain and instruct this vast assemblage. But, although I am not the old-

est^pioneer present, I am old enough to "face the music" w^henever I am
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asked and expected to do so; I face the music now. I am hai)py to meet
you here. We are all happy to meet here to-day, I have no doubt, and I

believe that we stall have an exceedingly pleasant time in enjoying the
hospitalities of this old village of Tecumseh.

In thinking over what I could say, or might say on this occasion, I

tried to think of something that would be local in its character; but I

could think of nothing, as this is the first time I ever happened to visit

this village. I could think of nothing but the name—the name of that
great chieftain from whom I suppose your village derived its name—that
Indian chieftain who I suppose stood second onl}^ to the great Pontiac, if

he was not even his equal. We are all familiar with the name of your
village. Every industrious student of American history is familiar with
the chieftain who spread terror for years in the American settlements of

the west, and finally received the great shock to his power when he was
absent from home on an expedition, and his brother very unwisely
brought on a battle against Harrison and his volunteers. We are all

familiar with him, and there was nothing I could say about him that
would be interesting here. It did rather occur to me, as Tecumseh used
to sing his war songs and dance his war dances in this locality, prepara-
tory to his onslaught upon the American settlements, that it would be
eminentl}'^ proper here if a dozen gentlemen and ladies, or young men
had dressed themselves up in Indian costume and given us a specimen
of the old Indian war songs and war dances, to render this occasion per-

haps of a little more interest. I know they have a habit of doing so in

other places—of coming together in large numbers and dressing them-
selves up in Indian costume and painting themselves, and having their

war songs and war dances, as near as they can in imitation of the great
war songs and w^ar dances of the Iroquois and other Indian tribes. I

think it would be a pleasant thing for you to get up a thing of this kind
here. A voice—" We'll do it next time."

Bishop—" You would enjoy it, I have no doubt."
Well, I could not think of anything local or any particular state sub-

ject that I wished to discuss here; so I will talk about matters and things
in general, or rather speak generally of pioneer life.

About forty years ago—I believe that is old enough for me to set my-
self—I read an old book that some of you people have read. It was an
old book then; it was called Morse's Geography and History. I was a
boy then; I beg you to believe that I was not a very large boy. Well, in
Morse's geography we find something like this—I have not seen the book
since

—"The section of territory of the Michigan peninsula is one vast
swamp, or marsh, filled with lakes, covered with sand hills; is positively

incapable of cultivation, and which, in all human probability, never will

be settled and cultivated." And speaking about the lower grounds about
the Maumee river, below and above Toledo, the historian remarks: "On
a warm summer day, or spring day, if you go out and look in the vast
marshes, in the grass, you will see myriads upon myriads of venomous
reptiles basking in the sun." I read that as authentic histor}^ and I got
a very strong prejudice against the whole territory and peninsula of Mich-
igan. Well, after that time I began to hear more favorable account of the
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territory of Michigan. In 1835 I heard men give glowing accounts of

the richness, fertility and natural advantages of the territory. I made
up my mind to come here. I started from Buffalo the last of May, 1835.
I have been in Michigan forty-three years. I came up on the old " North
America."

We started from Buffalo in the evening and touched at every port,

Dunkirk, Silver Creek, Erie, Ashtabula, Cleveland, Norwalk, Huron,
Sandusky and Perrysburg. It took three days to get to Detroit. We
had a successful passage; arrived at a little French town of about four
thousand people; went around in it; among other things saw away out
about three-(][uarters of a mile on the common a large building Avith an
old-fashioned steeple upon it; went in. There was sitting the lirst con-
stitutional convention, which formed the first constitution of the state of

Michigan, with the late John Biddle as president; and among the mem-
bers, I am told, was our distinguished citizen, president of the State

Pioneer Society, Hon. John J. Adam. I am prepared here to say, and I

believe every good lawyer will unite with me in saying, that that con-
stitution of the state of Michigan, with some amendments that would be
necessary from the change in circumstances, was the best constitution we
ever had in this state ; and if we could go back and sweep away the tinker-

ings we have had since we should have a better constitution than we have
to-day. That was when such men were in the settlement as John Mc-
Donald, Conrad TenEyck—old "Coon," as we used to call him—and John
J. Adam and their associates. I found out that Morse was mistaken. I

do not suppose there is a better section of country of its size for agricul-

tural and general purposes on the face of the globe than the lower pen-

insula of Michigan.
It is admirably suited for manufactures, with power for all kinds of

machinery, and an abundance of coal, iron, copper, lumber and every-

thing. Perhaps you have towns in your county in which there is not a

foot of waste land. Perhaps you have not. We have in Wayne county
a township in which there is not one square rod of waste land—in which
the assessor in making up his roll did not deduct an acre or solitary rod

from his assessment on account of waste land. That is the townof Redford.

I started west from Detroit in a stage coach. I had to secure my seat

three days in advance. That was when the land speculation fever began
to rage somewhat extensively. When the time came I started west on
the old Ann Arbor road. We broke down once on the way, but there

happened to be a wagon maker on board and he repaired the damages in

about fifteen minutes. We made nine miles the first half-day. We got

to Conrad TenEyck's tavern—old "Coon," they used to call him. Many
of those here knew him under that name. They used to relate this story

of him—it is an old joke: The stage used to stop there every day. It

was sometimes very full, and in order to play a joke upon the passengers

when the stage stopped and they began to get out and come in, he would
call to the cook in the kitchen, so they could hear him, "Sally, cook a

little of that old wolf we have got on hand for these passengers."

We reached Ypsilanti the first day at sundown, and put up for the

night. The next day we reached Marshall, in Calhoun county. I went
26
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out and found some land that suited me at ten shillings an acre, and I

wanted to get to Kalamazoo to the land office to pay for it; but there was
not a solitary public conveyance of any kind from Marshall to Kala-
mazoo. I and two men, mechanics, walked from Marshall to Kalamazoo
in one daj''! It was the hardest da3-'s work I ever did.

And now I want to talk about the type of the people that settled

here. First came the old French settlers, who settled along the Detroit

river, and took up little farms of an acre, or two or three acres wide,

according to the amount of money they had. Sometimes the}' would buy
an acre on the river, and two or three acres back from it. The French
settlers, however, did not constitute the principal settlers of the state of

Michigan.
There were other foreigners, some English, some Germans, a few from

Hungary, some few from the sunny shores of Italy, some from Poland,

some from Sweden and Norway. We had a large delegation from New
England; but this was not in the majority. It was not the controlling

element. The bulk of the population came from the state of New York.
The type of character which makes up this vast assembly now, more than
any other, is the type that came from New York. The French popula-

tion of course exerted its influence; New England exerted hers; but the

controlling type was from New York. The same general intelligence,

the same industry, the same frugality, the same inclination and capacity

for thrift, and general personal prosperity is here to-day. It partakes

more of the stae of New York and its people than any other.

Well, I was here forty three years ago. Settlers and land speculators

were then pouring in. They went into the openings, girdled the trees,

and put in a crop of wheat, potatoes, corn and oats as cjuick as they

could. If they had to go into the forest, they had a long and hard labor

to perform before they could get in a crop at all. If they went upon the

prairies they had no wood; so the openings—the white oak and burr oak
openings—were most sought after and settled first.

The first they did, after they got the log-cabin fixed, was to find a

place to hold religious meetings. Read Father Pilcher's recent " History

of Protestantism in the State of Michigan," and you will find that the

missionary came along with the pioneer, and with him he brought the

Bible, and so the gospel was preached from the first in the settlements of

Michigan. The Christian faith was planted here by the old pioneers

forty and fifty 3'ears ago. They were generally Christian pioneers. I do
not mean to say that there were no skeptics here. There were, just as

there are everywhere; but the bulk of the population brought with them
the Christian faith and planted it here among us.

The}^ also brought along the free school with them. The next thing,

after the}'^ had a cabin up and a place to hold religious worship, was to

have a school-house. Our system of popular education came from the

early pioneers of this state. We have improved upon the idea exten-

sively by establishing the union S3'stem in place of the old district sys-

tem. We all understand this. I went to school two months in the year,

where A, B, C's were taught in one class, and algebra in another ; where
the classes were small and large in number. The union system gets a
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large number into one building, or into the same neighborhood, but di-

vides the labor, so that the same amount of money carries the cause of

education a great deal farther than the old system did. We took our
educational system from New England, the district system; but I know
that we first established in this state the union system of schools, as con-
tradistinguished from the old district system, and we sent back the ex-
ample of the union system to the state of New York and to New England.

The Christian faith and the school system lie at the foundation of our
society; and I call upon you, old and young, to cherish and protect until
the day of your death, as the apple of your eye, that glorious system.
We also have normal schools. They have sprung out of the union sys-

tem; and I hope our governor will see this, for I want him to know
that we need four or five normal schools—one here on the Southern road,
one in Detroit, one in the western part of the state, and one in Saginaw.
The normal school takes the girls and boys from the union school, enables
them to learn the higher branches, and sends them back as teachers in

the primary schools. I hope some one will report what I say, so that
Gov. Croswell will see to it, for I want him to recommend the establish-

ment of four or five normal schools in this state. While I am speaking
of the educational system, let me say that at the head of that system
stands the state university—a noble institution. Cherish it with the rest

of our broad system, and as the culminating point—the grand, mighty
superstructure of the common school education in this state. It has its

foundation upon the beneficence of the nation—upon the liberality of the
United States. It receives from the state legislature, the state treasury,

donations from time to time for its support. They have their trouble
there sometimes, it is true. There are between forty and fifty professors

there, all educated men, all ambitious men, who are striving for promo-
tion and advancement, and it is nothing strange that there should occa-

sionally be a little difficulty among them. I have no doubt there has
been pilfering going on there sometimes, on a pretty large scale; but
that does not strike at the root, or even very near the real prosperity of

the university. Some men ask me, " Oh, Mr. Bishop, are you not afraid

these fights over there will hurt the university ? Somebody has been
stealing and they are cjuarreling to ascertain who did the stealing, and
this turmoil coming from the university is like a rushing mighty wind.
Are you not afraid this will hurt the university?" Not one particle

afraid. The trouble they have there merely opens the doors and the
windows and lets in the freshness, as you open the doors and windows of

the house in the morning to let the fresh air in, which makes you all feel

more vigorous and active, and will make the university more active as

an institution. There is not one particle of danger about it. It is a
mere agitation of the air. It draws the attention of the people to it.

They see what an institution it is. It has no more effect on its general
prosperity than a little flurr}^ on the deck of a seventy-four gun ship at

sea.- It stirs the ropes and rigging, it makes the passengers gather their

overcoats a little closer about them, but while this is going on the deep-
hulled, majestic vessel is moving on steadily, strongly and sublimely.
Just so with the university. These things are not going to hurt it at all.
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It will increase the attendance. You may rest assured in this, my friends,

that the intelligence of the American people and of the people of this

state will cause them to protect the university and stand by it. For, in

the end, sooner or later, every question and every difficulty there is to

come home to the people and to the ballot box, and there they will be

decided. You need never fear but that the flurry there will add vigor

and strength to the institution.

My friends, I have alluded to the first constitutional convention, in

Detroit. I want you to remember that the political organization of this

state, from the road district up to the congressional district, was in the

hands of the people, forty or fifty years ago. My friend, .John .J. Adam
here, is a living example of those old pioneers. They did their work
well. We have heard a great deal, in the last few years, about personal

rights, and personal liberty under the political system that they estab-

lished. Every man and every woman is equal in the law. I know
there are advantages of wealth, of family connection, of ancestry, per-

haps. But under the political system established in this state, by the

pioneers, there is personal equality. They are all citizens of the state

—

and for all of this you have to thank the pioneers of forty and fifty years

ago.

The spirit of equality pervades the whole political system which they

established ; and the same religious and school system prevails through-

out the state ot Michigan. Our people are intelligent. They are indus-

trious and frugal. They are ready to engage in and promote any en-

terprise which the public interests seem to require.

This we see in the one hundred noble regiments of men that were

sent into the field from this state, then only about 1,200,000 people, to

maintain the Constitution and the Union, against a threatened dissolu-

tion from rebellion. And this sprung from the healthy public spirit

that prevails in Michigan, as a heritage transmitted to us by the pio-

neers of forty and fifty years ago.

Another thing I wish to impress upon you : the type of our civiliza-

tion is a Christian type. I know there are sceptics, and infidels ; but the

general type of civilization, that which controls our institutions, the

spirit of our legislation, is a Christian type, as contra-distinguished from

the atheistic, the Deistic, the Mahommedan, the Hindoo or Pagan, or

any other type. We, as a people, hold to the Christian faith, and enjoy

the hopes of a happy immortality. I am not preaching a sermon, but I

believe what I say, and that without this hope "we had been of all men
most miserable." In this state perfect equality exists. I wish to say to

every boy within the sound of my voice that in the spirit of equality

and liberty which we enjoy, every boy, however poor, may aspire to and
reach the highest political positions, and attain to respectability and in-

fluence among his fellow citizens. I want you to realize, in its full mag-
nitude and power, the privileges of political equality and liberty which you

enjoy. I want you also to remember that we are indebted, for all these

things, to the old pioneers of thirty, forty and fifty years ago, who went

into the wilderness, encountered all its hardships and privations, and

literally made it to bloom and blossom as the rose.
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My friends, let me give this sentiment in conclusion : Let us ever
honor and respect the memory of the old pioneers that have passed away
and gone to their long home, and let us honor the pioneers who are liv-

ing among us, who have honored us with their presence on this occasion.

At this point an address was expected from Gov. Croswell, but he
was unable to be present. The following letter of regret from the Gov-
ernor was read by Mr. Bills;

Executive Office,
Adrian, June 11, 1878.

Hon. p. Bills, Tecumseh, Mich.
My Dear Sir:—It would give me great pleasure to be present at the

meetings of the Michigan State and Lenawee County Historical Societies

to be held at Tecumseh, but I regret to say that engagements that I can-
not put aside will prevent my attendance. We have a state to which we
are deeply attached and of whose history and growth we are justly proud.
AVe should keep fresh in remembrance the events that have marked its

progress, and the men whose energy, wisdom and patriotism have made
it a heritage of liberty, order and substantial comfort. I, therefore, re-

joice that measures are being taken through organized effort to preserve
more fully recollections connected with its history.

Yours very truly,

CHARLES M. C'ROSWELI..

After the letter, a quartette entitled " The Old Fashioned Farmer," was
sung by Geo. P. Wright, Drs. Steinhoff and Fisher, and Rev. C. E. Con-
le}''. The quartette was composed by Mr. Wright expressly for the occa-

sion. It was a good hit and was finely sung.

After the music. Judge H. H. Rile}'', of Constantine, was introduced
and delivered a brief address.

JU^GE RILEY S SPEECH.

Ladies and Gentlemen—I am not a veiy old pioneer, 1 am one of

the new sort; have been in Michigan but thirty-one years, and yet I can
greet you to-da}^ coming from St.. Joseph county, and am glad that I

have the pleasure of meeting with you. Wlien I came into St. Joseph,
my friend John J. Adam was even then almost an old pioneer; but I

had the pleasure of meeting some of his friends, and among them was
John S. Barry. Many of you have not forgotten him. (Applause from
the older pioneers.) I regard him as a prince of pioneers, as a man who
ought not to be forgotten here to-day ; for no man worked harder to lay

the foundation beams of this state on which j^ou have built tlian John
S. Barry. I submit to my friend John J. Adam if this is not so ; but we
are apt to forget those who have worked in the heat of the da}^ and who
are now gone, when we meet to celebrate the glory of our own state. I

remember a good many things about John S. Barry, and so do you.
You remember that he sold hay, cut in the old capitol grounds in De-
troit, for two dollars.

A voice

—

" For three,"
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Judge Riley—That is a dollar better. I wish to sa}'- another word
about him ; but as I said before, he should be remembered here to-

day, and I am the only one from that county where he lived who
is ready to bring him to your remembrance. I remember when those
laws that my friend Mr. Bishop has been talking about, were framed

;

and I believe that John S. Barry had a great deal to do with framing
them. John S. Barry had confidence in the people of the state of Michi-
gan : when the state was poor and we were pushing our internal im-
provements

; when we were trying to get money to buy the iron to lay
the road from Marshall to Kalamazoo ; when the state "of Michigan did
not have as much credit abroad as it did at home ; when he said to the
owners of the iron, " Gentlemen, I care not, I know the people of the
state of Michigan, and if you wont give us the iron on their credit, I will
give you my name for all the iron you will sell us, and I will trust the
people of the state of Michigan." And he did it, and they took his
name, he got the iron, and we laid the road. Should John S. Barry be
forgotten ? You remember him also as a man who always stood up for

justice; you remember him as the prince of pioneers; and no man ever
lived that was more closel}^ identified with, and looked closer after, the
interests of the state than he. I cannot say anything about the local
history of Lenawee county, or of our own county, but what I wish to do
is to preserve the memory of this old pioneer, and the history of other
old pioneers.

What is the pioneer? You know very well. He is the man that
goes through the country, breaking up the ground and raking up the
rubbish, plowing under the old leaves, and when others come after him,
he sells out to some one else, to some man who has more money, one
who will reap the fruit of his hands and of his toil. Look over the state;

see an old log cabin standing beside a fine new house, and remember
those who lived in that old log cabin, who helped lay the foundations of

the wealth and prosperity we enjoy. The pioneer goes before the others

;

you will find them still in the newer states—in Iowa and Wisconsin.
The older ones are dead and some of them forgotten.

The pioneers are a necessity ; if they do not go before to fell the trees

of the forest, there would be no place for the flowers and for the bounti-
ful harvests that come afterwards. And God bless them ; they are use-
ful; and they have a great deal to do with the prosperity of those who
come after them.

Greeting you once more, and hoping that this meeting will cement
us all togetlier as one, not only the people of Lenawee county, but of

this state, and that the good old pioneer society will live on—for by-and-
by it will be the only source from which the history of the state must be
written—I bid you adieu.

" Yankee Doodle " was then sung by the choir, in a manner which
" brought down the house ;" after which John J. Adam, in behalf of the
state society, introduced Mr. J. C. Holmes, of Detroit, and stated that he
would explain to them a few things in reference to the history of the
State Pioneer Society, when it was founded, what its object was, and what
it had accomplished. Mr. Holmes spoke as follows

:
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The State Pioneer Society was organized at Lansing in March, 1874.
It has held annual meetings in the same place the first Wednesday in
each February since then. We gather up a great deal of information
from the different county societies, and the object of the state society is

to bring the proceedings of the county societies, and all the information
that can be gathered from the pioneers of each society, together. At the
annual meeting we have papers read by pioneers from different parts of
the state, and these are published in a volume like this—(holding up a
book). This is the first volume of the pioneer collections of the state

society. In it you will find the proceedings of the state society from its

commencement down to June, 1876. You will also find in it a descrip-

tion of every county that has been laid out in the state, its location, its

name, and when necessary the meaning of the name, and when changes
have been made they are here recorded. There is a very full index in

the back part of the book, so you can turn with ease to any name men-
tioned, any county that you wish to turn to, or any town in any of the

counties. This volume is made up entirely of pioneer matter which lias

been gathered by the committee, of which I happen to be chairman ; and
all the matter has been carefully revised. We had 1,500 books printed,

which are sold at the cost price, $1.50 per copy. No person connected
with the work of compiling the book has had any pay for his services,

with the exception of a clerk who was employed to copy some articles

from the state records. Any person who will present his name to the

president, Mr. John J. Adam, at the same time paying him the sum of

one dollar, will then be a member of the state society.

The next in order was a chOrus entitled, " Just as of Old," and music
by the Tecumseh band. At this point

THE DINNER

was announced, and then came " the tug of war." Ample arrangements
had been made for a large crowd, but the attendance was so much larger

than was expected that the table committee were taxed to their utmost
to feed the hungry multitude. Fortunately there was a bountiful supply
of provisions, and all who desired dinner were finally provided for. It

is a moderate estimate to state that four thousand people were fed within

one hour's time. Good judges declared that never before had they seen

such a vast quantity of eatables disposed of in so short a time. Before

the attack began the tables presented a splendid sight, loaded down as

they were with all the substantials and delicacies which the housewives
of northern Lenawee know so well how to prepare. The people of Te-
cumseh responded generously in furnishing provisions, and they were
indebted to all the surrounding towns for their bountiful donations in

the same direction. In one hour after the first assault began the tables

looked as though an army had passed over them on a foraging expedi-

tion. The table- waiters were considerably worried beforehand, for fear

they could not properly wait upon the multitude, but their task was an
easy one. All they had to do was to place the provisions on the tables,

and the crowd very expeditiously and unceremoniously helped them-
selves.
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

During the dinner hour the bands in attendance furnished the crowd
with plenty of good music, and shortly after two o'clock the audience was
called to order, and the exercises proceeded. The afternoon's programme
consisted of addresses and speeches by several persons, interspersed with
music by the Raisin Band. Hon. C. A. Stacy was first introduced, who
spoke as follows

:

.JUDGE Stacy's speech.

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen—After the very eloquent
remarks of my friend Bishop, to which you listened this forenoon,
it may perhaps weary you to listen to what I have to sa3% but I will

make it as interesting as I can, b}' portraying some of the incidents of

the early settlement of this county, and will endeavor to recall to your
mind and to fix through the records of the society, facts that a few years
from now may not be remembered at all by any one.

The great object of our society is this : To recall to the minds of the
old settlers who remain among u.~. many incidents and facts that very
soon will be forgotten. I will endeavor in what I have to say to allude
as little as possible to things that have already been referred to by
previous speakers to-day and on other occasions, before our societ^^ It

is singular, when we look at this wave of immigration that has gone on
step by .step, from the first history of the county, when we see the motives
that induced men to start out on settlements, to organize new fields of
adventure, and to carry out the great traits of American character

—

enterprise, energy and industry—how alike we find these motives.
The settlement of Tecumseh, that was made in 1824, is an example

of one of these. A young man, a Friend, or a Quaker, as we ordinarily
call them, was born in the state of Pennsylvania, near Philadelphia.
His father gave him as good an education as the schools of that time
would allow, and then had him educated as a civil engineer. He went
from Pennsylvania into northern New York, into what is now Jefferson
county. He there met a Quaker famil}^ named Brown, of a large num-
ber of sons and daughters. Why did he go there? A Frenchman came
into northern New York and bought some land, and wanted surveyors.
The young Pennsylvanian went there as a surveyor. He became ac-

quainted with this family, that of Samuel Brown, father of our General
Brown, and married one of his daughters. Then, as time rolled along,

a Yankee from New England, whose name was Wing, moved up into
northern New York, also. He was a lawyer. That man was Austin E.
Wing, and he became one of the early pioneers of this state. Mr. Wing
also married one of Samuel Brown's relatives, the cousin of Mrs. Evans.
They talked matters over, and what did they do? W^ing concluded to

go to Detroit and settle there, as it would be a good place for a smart
young lawyer. So he went to Detroit, and settled finally at Monroe.
Then he went back to Jefferson county, and said to young Brown—our
now revered Gen. J. W. Brown—"This country up in Michigan, that
geographers tell us was good for nothing, that government agents pro-

nounced a swamp, is a beautiful and fertile one, and when developed it
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will be one of the finest agricultural countries in the world." He says

to the surveyor, young Evans, who was just completing his job for the

Frenchman—" You are a surveyor. Come into that new country and it

will open up for you new fields for work, year after year." He said to

Brown—" There is a beautiful country not far from Monroe, a fine

stream; you can get a mill privilege. Now," says he, "Joe Brown, you
come along with us with your wife. You are a farmer; you can get a

mill privilege and run a mill for the settlers. I am a lawyer, and I want
to go into politics. You can give me a few votes, and elect me to con-

gress. Here is Evans ; he is a surveyor, and he will have plenty of work

to survey the growing country there, for years. Here is Brown, who is

•a farmer, and that beautiful country is as good farming land as the sun

of heaven ever shone upon. Now, let's go out there— let us make this

settlement, with as many friends and neighbors as we can."

So they came here, and that, I believe, is about the way the bargain

was made' by which Tecumseh was first settled. The lawyer wanted to

be a congressman, the surveyor wanted a job, and the farmer thought if

he could get up a mill, he would make a first-rate miller, and all benefit

themselves, their families and the new state. They came on. Let us

look and see what an enterprise it was. To-day it is but a fourteen or

fifteen hours' ride from .Jefferson county, N. Y., to Tecumseh. When
they came here, Ezra F. Blood came with them. He was a bachelor.

He is an old man now. Then he was a young, active, energetic man.

He is active still. j\lr. Benson came with them, with his wife. They
came first to Detroit. Then the men took a trip out to Saline, with an

Indian pony, and then across north of where Clinton is now, thence

down to Evans creek, and down the little creek to Tecumseh. Here they

found a good place. They located eighty acres of land—the eighty, if I

recollect^right, upon which the main part of Tecumseh now stands.

Young Brown had a wife and family at home, and concluded to go back

to Watertown. Evans and Blood and Benson and his wife and Stetson

came down to Monroe in a small sail vessel. They had been nearly a

month coming from Jeff'erson county to Detroit. They came to- Monroe,

and were three or four days traveling that distance, that now takes three

or four hours. When they got to Monroe they bought two yoke of cattle.

On the 2d day of June, Evans, wife and family, Benson and his wife, and

Blood and Stetson stopped with their teams but a few rods north of

where we now are. See what a situation those people were in. Let us

young men—and I claim to be a young men yet, if I do have the rheurn-

atism—let us ,\oung men look 'at the enterprise required for this

month's journey. They came here in their wagons. The next day but

one they plowed a piece of ground. They had brought two or three

hundred cabbage plants from Monroe, and they were set out. A few

potatoes were planted, a few oats sowed, and a little corn put in the

ground, the second day after they got there. They kept on planting

summer crops; as Mrs. Evans naively says, she thought they would

plant all summer. These men were willing and ready to perform the

^reat work that was necessary for them to do to make this then vast

wilderness to " blossom like the rose."
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If I figure it right, the first day of June was Wednesday. When Sun-
day came they were tired. They rested. All the next da}'' they worked
again. There were some logs rolled up. They sent and got some neigh-

bors to help them—neighbors who lived fifteen or twenty miles off. They
helped roll up the logs for their house and split the shakes to cover it.

There was no saw mill here. I have ascertained what occupied the leading

ones the second Sunday after they came here, the 13th of June, 1824. Here
is a letter they wrote back. I look on the outside and there is no envelope

—

they were unknown. But here is a mark, "Twenty-five cents, French-
town, M. T., June 18." I look at the inside of the sheet. The paper is

coarse and rough, compared with the paper we use to-day. I will take

the liberty of reading this letter, as it will interest you all:

MUSGROVE EVANS' LETTER.
TECuirsEH, 6tli mo., 13, 1824

My DearBrothke:
I wrote thee a day or two before we left Monroe, giving thee a little

account up to that time, with a little sketch shewing the entries made, &c.

We set out from Monroe on the first day of this month about noon. We en-

camped at the Macon, and arrived here next da}'' about four or five o'clock.

Deborah set out with Peter the day before us in an ox team, and arrived

here a few hours before us. All in good health and spirits. I have been

so very busy since I have been here that I have not had time to go down
yet. There have been a few exploring parties up since we have been here

and went away well pleased. How many have entered, or where, I don't

know. I expect to go down before long and see how things are going on.

I have not heard from Wing since I wrote last. I expect him daily, and
want to see him about the mil], which ought to be commenced as soon as

possible. I have had so much to do fencing and fixing about the house, that

I have not done much yet at farming, but have finished planting corn

have sowed about two acres with oats and grass, and planted a little gar-

den, &c. The garden was planted the second day after we arrived. The
peas, beans, radishes, cucumbers, melons, lettuce and some other things

are up, and are looking finely. We brought some cabbage plants with

us from Monroe, and although they were three days or more out of the

ground they all lived and look well. We succeeded much better with

ploughing than I had any idea we should, and I find that by mowing:
the bushes and weeds with a scythe, which is soon done, that two yoke
of oxen will plough an acre a day wifli ease, Avith the Smith plough ; but

the cast iron plough don't do so well for the first time. They will suit

this country very well after the ground has once been broken up, but at

first they are not sharp enough to cut the little roots which the ground is-

full of. I did not know till I came to try, that there was so much differ-

ence, and would not now take $40 for the Smith plow that I have here.

I think that thee had better bring one or two of them, made strong for

that purpose. I suppose I need not remind thee every time I write of

the seed wheat. I shall like to have a few bushels in time to put it in

in good season and in good order, that we may see what it will do. I
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hope it will be of first quality, I must leave the rest of the paper for Abi
and bid thee farewell. We are in good health and always desire to be
remembered to all.

Sincerely thine,
M, EVANS.

I requested Noble to send thee a copy of the report of the commis-
sioners, and hope he has done it.

MRS. EVANS' LETTER.

Musgrove has left a blank place for me to fill up, but I don't know
what I shall put in it, as he has given thee an account of all transac-
tions; but I would wish thee to have thy mind prepared to meet with
more fatigue and hardship than it has ever been thy lot to pass through,
but hope your removal to this country will be for the best, as your situa-

tion there is in some respects not very pleasant; but at the same time I

would have thee bear in mind that by removing thee will not ensure every
comfort; although a fine soil and climate, it is as yet in a state of nature
and will require a steady perseverance to make it what we would wish it

to be, and thee must expect to undergo thy share of fatigue and anxiety,

as no new settlement ever yet was formed without a great deal of exertion

;

and I sincerly wish the combined exertions of Wing, thy husband and
Musgrove will be competent for the undertaking, as we are on the spot

and must expect to remain here. I feel very anxious to have a sawmill
that we can have a more comfortable house, for at present we are not
sheltered from the wind and rain. The building we have put up is de-

signed for a stove instead of a fire-place, and as that is at Monroe, when
it rains we have to make a fire in the spider with some chips, but hope
in the course of this week to have one brought up from Monroe. Stetson

has gone down after his wife. When he returns he contemplates sawing
with a whip-saw to fix his house. Patchen is plowing for potatoes. I

don't know but our folks will keep putting in spring grain till frost comes,

for we cannot tell from the looks of our neighbors' fields whether it is too

late or not. We had for the week past considerable rain and some heavy
thunder. To-day it is cool and cloudy. Our men have all gone to look

at the country. I suppose you have been to church. Perhaps I may j-et

see the day when the gospel will be preached at our place. Among the

the number who have purchased there are two Methodist ministers, who
expect some of their families will come on next spring, themselves the

spring after. Our men have returned from the woods and have seen so

many good farms that if they had the money to purchase, they say they

would be at a loss which to choose. Up the river they gave the preference.

It is a fortunate circumstance that we brought Peter with us, for I can-

not imagine any way we could have got along without him ; he has
driven four loads from Monroe here without even being stuck fast in the
mud, which I think is doing well, considering the extreme badness of the
roads. For the want of ink I must bid thee an affectionate farewell.

I intended before this to have written to my dear mother, who I often
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think of with fervent desires that we may yet see each other, and I sin-

cerely hope that brother Jacob will make her a visit this summer.
I remain thy affectionate sister,

Cornelia Beoavx. ABI EVANS.

T have read these letters for the purpose of showing the position these

people were then in—the hardships and privations they were compelled

to endure, and the difficulties they had to encounter. They were without

mills, without boards, even the roughest boards to cover their houses and
protect them from the rain. Finally they built their mill. It was near

Avhere our red mill-dam is to day. They got help from Monroe for the

purpose of raising the mill. They got a saw and started their mill, and
we can imagine the great pleasure they took in getting the first boards

with which to cover their houses, to make doors and sash, and to make
floors. The next spring they found stone on the opening near, and from

them they made stones for their grist-mill. You have heard of the con-

dition of affairs when their grist-mill ground the first flour on the 4th of

July, 1825.

Upon a field near where I live there was wheat raised that had been

sowed the fall before. One day they harvested the wheat, tlireshed it

with a flail, took it over to the mill where it was ground, and Mrs. Brown
made the cakes they had for supper on the 4th of July.

There are a few other incidents connected with the settlement of

Michigan that 1 wish to call your attention to. The mill ground grain

for this settlement, and finally people from west of us over fifty miles

"came down to get their grists ground." Young Brown got to be quite

a miller. They did not know how they could get along without him.

The grain fields increased in size and number. The next spring, (1826),

there was a freshet ; they had got considerable wheat, and it was neces-

sary it should be made into flour. The freshet came and took the mill-dam

off". They did not know what to do. Evans was engaged in surveying,

and the General went to Monroe. Wing said, " I have not got any money,
but I guess we can get some in Detroit, and I will give j'ou my own name
and get another name as security on your note." So he put his own name
on a note for $400 to pay for repairing their dam and fixing the mill for

the benefit of the inhabitants. They went to Mr. Trowbridge, who man-
aged the affairs of the Bank of Michigan. The other name on the note

will be recognized by some of you when I say that it was Shubael Conant.

They got the money, and Mr. Trowbridge waited till they had made
money enough to fix up their farms and building and had money enough
to pay the note. I allude to this fact to show the stern necessity—the

great poverty that existed among the people—to show how the}^ were

dei)endent upon tli3 people of other sections of the state—to show the

kindness of such men as Conant and Wing and Trowbridge, and later

Mr. Owen, to the ])eople of Tecumseh and the other new settlements.

I have been told by Gen. Brown, Judge Blanchard and Judge W. H.

Hoeg, and other old settlers, that there was not a time in the early his-

tory of the state when the wealthy men of Detroit were not willing to

extend to the settlers a helping hand in all times of emergency. Fifteen

or twenty families came to the county in 1824. In the spring of 1825
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fifteen or twenty families more; in 1826, thirty or forty ; and then scat-

tered along, twenty or thirty, or one hundred families a year down to

1834, when speculation commenced, and settlers came into Michigan rap-
idly, because the people of the east found that Michigan, instead of being
a swamp, as represented in the geographies and reports of commissioners,
was indeed a beautiful and fertile state.

The history of the settlement of other parts of the county, of the set-

tlement in the south part of the town of Raisin by the Friends, and of

the coming of Darius Comstock to Raisin, and of A. J. Comstock to

Adrian, has often been repeated in your hearing. The coming of John
Tyrrell, Capt. Kies, and the Clarks, and Daniel Hixson to Clinton

—

though we claim Hixson settled in Tecumseh first—the coming of Ked-
zie, Clark and Bliss, and Giles, and the other men that settled in Bliss-

field, is already upon the records of our society. I now come to some of

m}' own experiences.

It may seem egotistical, but I do it for the purpose of enumerating
some names of the early settlers of this county with whom I was ac-

quainted. I came here in August, 1836, nearly forty-two years ago. 1

came to Detroit in the night. I came down upon the boat and stopped
at the old Steamboat Hotel. As I came up on the boat I met Stephen
Fargo, Charles Strong and Lewis Hubbard, and became acquainted with
them. I came on a rough covered wagon to Ypsilanti and stayed all

night. They had a bountiful rain a few days before ; it was about the
middle of August. The country, as we came along, was the most beau-
tiful I had ever seen. We came to Clinton, and then 1 started along the
line of the old road from Clinton to Tecumseh, across the school section.

I thought then, what I have frequently thought since, Avhen I have
looked on those beautiful fields, now improved with beautiful buildings.

I knew then that it was the most beautiful country m}' eyes had ever
looked upon—that God had never made a more beautiful country than
tliis,

I came to Tecumseh a boy nineteen years old. I was a stranger, and
I knew but one single family in town. I recollect meeting with Gen.
Brown ; he came to the oflice where I was studying law with Peter
Morey. He treated me kindly, more as a father than a stranger. I rec-

ollect Dr. Patterson ; I recollect the kindness of his heart and hand
toward me, a boy and a stranger. I recollect Judge Blanchard, Judge
W. H. Hoeg, and Abner SpofFord, who owned and run the mill near E.

F. Blood's. I recollect Stephen Fargo, w4th whom I first got acquainted in

Detroit. 1 recollect Walter Welch, who was working then in the foundry
;

he was afterward one of the justices of the peace of the town. 1 recollect

Jesse Ballard, in whose house I lived six months as a boarder alter I

came to Tecumseh. 1 remember another thing, that from every settler

here, from every man in the village of I'ecumseh, from every farmer
around here, if he had but a house with one room, if that room had not
a chimney, if it was not even enclosed with lights of glass in the windows
—I, a poor boy and a stranger, met a hearty and heart-felt greeting and
kindness and most unbounded hospitality. Why, fellow-citizens, those
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of you who have not seen this country when it was new, when it was a

mere little hamlet, can hardly realize these things.

I recollect in 1839 or 1840, going down into the town of Medina with

my friend Judge Beaman. We stopped at a farmer's house, Chas. M.
Baldwin's. He said " come in." Well, they gave us something to eat;

we had a cup of tea ; I believe that Beaman got a cup, but I had to take

a tin dish. The man and his wife each took a tin dish. They drew up
a bench on their side of the table, and they gave Mr. Beaman and I each

a chair. That was the spirit of hospitality with which people were met
in every section of the country. There were no exceptions. I recollect

going.in later years to the same man's house; it was then one of the finest

of farm houses ; and they treated me with the same hospitality because
they never forgot the custom of treating strangers kindly. But I do be-

lieve that I enjoyed that meal when I drank the tea out of the tin cup
and sat in one of the only two chairs in the house, and that it was as

heartil}^ bestowed by that family, as the most bountiful repast spread be-

fore me upon china dishes, with all the pastry and fine cooking of thirty

years afterward.

I wish to tell you that I have a contract between Joseph W. Brown
and Musgrove Evans and Austin E. Wing with reference to the plan of

this village of Tecumseh, a contract in regard to the mill property and
the village property, dated December 6, 1824. These old records will be
preserved by the families in whose possession they now are as long as

they live, and then they will go into the archives of the county society

for the purpose of being perpetuated. Well, I speak of these things and
I may be egotistical in doing so, but how can I forget them ? I remem-
ber the kind invitation of Samuel Satterthwaite, when I was a boy here

and the family with w^hom I was living (Mr. Morey's family) had gone
away, to stay two or three days with him. I received the most bountiful

hospitality. How can I forget the stright-forward, honest course of all

the old settlers? Reuben Satterthwaite, a brother of Samuel, later Mr.
Comfort, again Darius Comstock, who was one of the old settlers when I

came. All these things come across my mind with the most pleasurable

recollections ; but I cannot forget that these men are most of them passed

away. Samuel Satterthwaite has gone to the other shore before us;

there were Satterthwaite and Comfort, and Judge Blanchard and Dr.

Patterson, and George SpafTord; I recollect especialh'' his kindness.

Why! there is no one of us but remembers him; it was his boast and
pride as long as he lived, that no poor person from the village of Tecum-
seh had ever been sent to the poor house. I recollect how he would go
around with a basket and say: "Can't you do a little for this family?"
He would gather what he could, and what it lacked he made up himself.

I recollect Charles Spafford who, to the last day of his life, preserved his

good spirits and his other happy qualities. I recollect Darius Comstock.
In '37, when wheat was up to three dollars a bushel and corn to twenty
shillings a bushel, when a man came to him and asked : "Have you got

any wheat to sell? I want twenty bushels," he would say, "You can't

have it." When a man came and said: "My family is starving; I have
got to go to Ypsilanti unless you give me one bushel," he got that bushel,
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and he got it for one dollar. He had no wheat to sell except to men who
had no money to pay the high prices for it. I recollect many others.

There was Captain Davis, and here among us to-day, also, John J. Adam,
among the first settlers of Franklin. He was then a young man. And
I recollect Deacon Conklin, whose white head is still among us, and who
is a source of consolation to his family. We may look on his life and
learn of him what it is to live. I recollect William Tilton and his acts

of kindness to myself and others. I could go on all the afternoon telling

recollections that I have of these men; but then comes the thought, how
many of them are gone. There was my friend, Captain Kies; he has
left sons behind him; he was a good old man. He kept a tavern; almost
everybody kept a tavern then ; and no hungry man ever went out of his
house because he had no money.

There was Ebenezer Anderson, a Scotchman, who owned the A. D.
Hall farm. He had the best library in Tecumseh, which was always
free to all. He was kind and hospitable, genial and social, one of na-
ture's noblemen.

In addition to these I have mentioned were the Penningtons, Dr.
Howell and the Hendershots, of Macon; Miller, Van Vleet, Palmer and
Kenned}^, of Ridgeway ; the Boyds, Richards, Holloway, Holdridge,
John Lovett, Samuel Bryan, Smith Laing, of Raisin; Mosher, Walker,
Ayres and Wheeler, of Cambridge; Wilson, Hyde, the Reynolds, the
Camburns, and Henry Tripp, of Franklin; Snow, Keyes, Miller, Fisk,

and others, of Clinton; and many others in all these towns, whom I

should like to mention particularly, but time forbids.

The lawyers here at that time were Peter R. Adams, who is still with
us enjoying the fruits of a life of industry, Peter Morey and Andrew
Backus. The physicians were Dr. Patterson, Dr. Gallatin, and Dr. Bald-
win, all of whom have passed away.

When I look at these men, at the recollections I have of them and see

what they have done; as was so beautifully expressed by my friend

Bishop this forenoon ; how they have built school houses, how they
have raised up churches all over this country and scattered the boon
of Christian civilization; when I recollect that they have gone before us
to their reward, I remember that what is our loss is their gain. There
was my friend Boughton; he was one of the men with whom I first

became acquainted in Tecumseh; for six years we were in the same
office when he was first acting as justice of the peace; a man in whose
heart there was no guile; who was as honest as any man that ever lived.

Some of those men are here to-day. Montgomer}^, I see him here to-day;
when I first came here he lived at Dundee. Here is my friend George
Sheeler. When he came here, he was poor; he brought all he had on
his back. And now he and his sons have got one of the most beautiful

portions of God's footstool for their heritage. Then here is my friend

Van Tine. I know you pretty well, don't I Van ? (turning to a man on
the platform). I think a good deal more of him than some men of that

age, because Van and I got married about the same time, and we did our
courting about the same time, and that is the most interesting portion
of a man's life, they say. But, fellow-citizens, I have detained you too long.
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Many—most of these old pioneers—have passed the river before us,

have gone, we firmly believe, from "their labors on earth to the joys and
pleasures of heaven."

Those who remain show by their whitened locks that " the weight of

years and of labor is upon them."

Grateful as we all are, and ever must be, to the old pioneers of the

county for their great worth and noble work, the highest tribute we can
pay to their memory is to continue the noble work the}^ commenced, by
imitating their example and emulating their virtues.

At the close of Judge Stacy's remarks Mr. G. P. Waring, of Ridge-

way, was introduced, who had an original poem dedicated to the early

pioneers.

Mr. Waring's effort was received with applause, and at its conclusion

Deacon Isaac Adams was introduced.

ISAAC ADAMS' KE^IAKKS.

It furnishes me a great deal of gratification to meet with all my friends

here, young and old. There is one thing I wish to say to m}^ young-

friends, and that is, when you meet us, recognize us. We may not know
you; our eyes are becoming dim, and you have grown up out of our
knowledge ; but you know us, and when you meet us it gives us great

pleasure to have you recognize us. Say, " How do you do, Mr. Adams?"
Speak to us and say a pleasant word to us when you meet us.

Ex-mayor Geddes, of Adrian, was then introduced and spoke as fol-

lows:

MR. geddes' address.

In a paper I had the honor of reading before this society at its meet-

ing at Adrian, some two years ago, I gave a brief sketch of four of the

pioneers of Franklin and Cambridge, who, attracted by the beauty of the

country about Sand lake, settled upon its banks while all that part of the

county was an unbroken forest. Of those remarkable men two, the Rev.

Henry Tripp and the Rev. Wm. N. Lyster, have gone with the majority,

leaving behind them the record of lives well spent in the performance

of noble deeds, and of sacrifices made for the good of their fellow-men.

They deserve more than a passing remark ; but having spoken of them
at some length in the paper referred to, I leave it for others to do such

further justice to their memory as their services in developing the best

interests of the country of their adoption entitles them to receive.

Two of those distinguished pioneers are still living—one, Jas. King,
who, with his lovely and accomplished wife, will be remembered by those

of us who were familiar with the lake region while it was yet a wilder-

ness, is living at Kingsville, Canada, a town founded by him and named
in his honor, enjoying his otium cum dignitate, as fitting for a man of such

rare culture and refinement who has reached the ripe age of seventy-five,

after having so honorably discharged all the various duties of a public

and private career—and but for the infirmities of age and a recent para-

lytic attack, rendering it difficult for him to write, we should to-day have
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been favored with some reminiscences of pioneer life Irom his facile pen.
His son, Dr. L. A. King, writes me as follows :

" My father desires me to say,

that the period of his residence in Michigan has always been looked
back to by him as one of the bright spots in his life. The beauty of the
country around Sand lake, and the kindness and hospitality of the few
inhabitants settled there at that time, are among the pleasant memories
of a somewhat chequered career. During his residence in Canada he
has held several offices under government—has seen the country develop
from a wilderness to a condition of prosperity and Avealth."

The other, Dr. Benjamin Workman, who will be better remembered
for the reason that he remained in the county much longer, and filled

while here a more conspicuous place in the public eye, being for some
time the editor of the Constitutionalist, the first Whig paper ever pub-
lished in this county, and I think the second in the state, and also having
been a teacher in this village and at Springville, has kindly sent me a
letter, which with your permission I Avill read. Before doing so I will

state, for the information of those who did not know Dr. Workman, that
he was an Irishman, and one of the ablest and most cultured of our
pioneers, having received a liberal education in the old world before
coming to the wilds of Michigan, which he did while it was yet a terri-

tory. A thorough classical and scientific scholar, he stamped himself as

but few men could upon the community where he lived. During his

residence in the Dominion of Canada he has occupied important posi-

tions, the last being that of chief officer, or medical superintendent of the
insane asylum at Toronto, which position he resigned some three years
ago. The Dominion parliament, as a recognition of his eminent and
valuable services in that position, granted him by a imanimous vote a
gratuity of $2,000—a method of rewarding faithful official services that
does not prevail to any considerable extent in the states. As I stated in

the paper referred to, " I knew these men at a time when education and
culture, above and higher than that afforded by our common schools,

was rarely met with in the neighborhood where I resided, and my boy-
ish imagination invested their names with a sort of halo, which advanc-
ing years has tended to increase rather than diminish."

But I will not detain you longer with any remarks of my own. The
letter of Dr. Workman is as follows :

UxBRiDGE, Ontario, June 3d, 1878.

Dear Sir—I have the pleasure of thanking you for your esteemed
favor of 20th ult, announcing that the state and county pioneers will

meet in Tecumseh on the 12th inst. The first impulse, on reading your
letter, was a desire to be with them on that occasion ; but the infirmities

of advanced age (eighty-four) render long journeys impracticable, and I

must therefore content myself with asking yoa to present my salutation

and to wish them a pleasant and interesting meeting. Michigan is writ-

ten upon my heart in indelible characters, as the country in which I,

though a stranger, was treated with hospitality and kindness by all its

citizens with whom I came in contact. Gratitude remains on memory's
tablet in relation to my sojurn in your state, and will never be erased or

27
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forgotten so long as memory holds its seat. I go with them in cherish-

ing a deep interest in the reminiscences of the days of old, when we
looked each other face to face, and took counsel together for the public

weal.

I settled in Michigan in 1834. It was then a territory. No house
was seen in going in a straight line from my residence at Sand Lake to

the school section at the center of the town (Franklin) ; and on the sec-

tion line running eastward from that lake, only three log houses were to

be seen between the lake and the center line. Nature stood out in her

almost undisturbed rudeness. In the words of the poet, "All looked

charming, wild and sweet."

The Monroe turnpike had been made some acres past the center

town line, and squads of Frenchmen were at work between that and the

Cambridge town line. I well remember coming upon one of those

squads at work on the part of the road which crosses the Geddes farm,

when in pursuit of a stray cow, and upon asking them if they had seen an
estray cow in the woods, was surprised to find that they could not speak

English. I had to fall back upon my French to obtain the information

I sought for.

The territory then, to a person looking down upon it from a balloon,

and taking in the landscape from lake Erie to lake Michigan, would
have presented the aspect of an unbroken forest, with only here and
there, at long distances, an embryo village with meeting house and mill

and a few rather primitive houses in garden-like clearances, and numer-
ous small lakes set like crystals in the deep green field of view which
the forest presented. How different the appearance of the country (as I

saw it at my last visit some years ago); the log house has given place to

the frame or brick house of ample dimensions, with the necessary suite

of out-houses. The forest, thanks to the energy and industry of intelli-

gent and skillful citizens, has given place to fertile fields, waving with
rich crops of the requisites for human sustenance, intrinsically more
conducive to the welfare of society than mines of gold or fields of dia-

monds. The hardy axe-men of bygone days have " scattered plenty o'er

a smiling land ;" and now, a few of the survivors meet to celebrate their

jubilee, and to describe with honest and patriotic pride the triumphs
of their perseverance. May harmony be in their deliberations. While
I picture to myself their assembly, and the achievements and improve-
ments accomplished, I am inclined to apply to them the words of the

poetess :

" Man is the nobler growth our realms supply,

And souls are ripened in our northern sky."

There was no edifice dedicated to the worship of God, nearer us in

Franklin than Clinton or Tecumseh, distant about nine miles, and roads

so bad that attendance there was impracticable. So we gathered together

a few neighbors in a private house ; and one of them, a local preacher

among the Methodists, officiated in leading our devotions. Those simple

reunions in an humble log house were, I believe, as acceptable to the

great object of man's worship, as if breathed forth from the gorgeous
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cathedral in pealing anthems. I will never forget the first attempt at

going to meeting, that I made. My nearest neighbor invited me to

accompany his family and his sister's family, and I readily consented.

Our outfit consisted of an ox-team yoked to a very rudely constructed

ox-cart. Seats were extemporized for the women and children ; and I,

as the stranger, was pressed to take a seat with them, whilst the other

males of the party walked alongside. It was the first time I had the

honor of riding in an ox-cart. I thought it a dreadful slow business

;

however, we wended our way through openings along what could hardly
be called a road, and every now and then we had to hold fast to escape

falling off, as we passed over logs or dipped into mudholes. In an un-
lucky moment, in passing over one of those impediments, the wooden
axle of our cart gave way, and we had a practical experience of the

properties of the mechanical power called the inclined plane. We all

descended from the dilapidated cart as quickly as possible ; and there

we stood, the forlorn crew of a dry land shipwreck, looking wistfully at

one another. Soon the question was asked, " What's to be done ?" We
were still about a mile from our destination, and about as far from our
homes. After a brief pause it was concluded that the men should
carry the children, and that all, both male and female, should proceed

to the place of meeting on foot. We had an axe with us. The axe,

in those days, was almost always the accompaniment of every vehicle

leaving home for a journey. The man of the party known to be the

most dextrous in handling that instrument was left with the oxen
and cart, with an understanding that the oxen, as they had their bell

on, might be turned out to feed, while the axe-man cut a stick, although
it was Sunday, and shaped it into an axle to replace the broken one.

To make the repair complete an auger ought to have been at hand

;

but on examining the repaired cart, when I subsequently saw it, I ad-

mired the ingenuity of our mechanic in making the new axle secure with-

out the necessary pins which would have been inserted had there been
an instrument at hand to make holes for them. A backwoodsman is

never at a loss, if he have his axe with him. Our cart was repaired,

the oxen yoked in, and set in motion to meet us on our return after

meeting, and all were glad to get on board for whom sitting room
could be found, and our Sabbath day's journey thus brought to an auspi-

cious termination.

I may note another incident of early bush life, characteristic of

those times. Two of my neighbors started at early morn with a horse team
from Tecumseh, leaving directions at home to have tea ready for them
on their return at 5 p.m. Rain had fallen on the previous day, which
made the road very heavy. So bad was the turnpike, although but lately

made, that the day was far spent before they reached the village. Sev-
eral times were they obliged to procure handspikes from the adjacent

woods to apply to the wheels of the wagon to assist the team in getting

it out of the mudholes. This caused such delay that the sun went down
before the party were ready to start homewards. The night was dark
and they were unable to see the dangerous pitholes that had given
them so much trouble in the daytime. About four miles west of the
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village the wagon became so deeply mired down that their most strenu-

ous efforts could not extricate it. To pass the night in a wagon stuck
fast in a mudhole, was not among the pleasant things of life, either for

man or horse, and, consequently, one of the men started off* west to the
nearest house to solicit assistance. Tlie assistance was readily and cheer-

fully given, and when they reached the house, the probability of being
again mired down in the dark was suggested, and they were invited to

remain all night. The invitation was thankfully accepted, the horses

put up, and a good supper of home-like fare prepared for them. But
now came up a very grave difficulty. There were three men and their

wives in a log house with only one unoccupied bed. The trundle-bed
could not be thought of for one moment; as the children had established

their pre-emption right to it hours before the arrival of the wayworn
guests. The dilemma was finally adjusted thus: the three women to

take close quarters in the bed, and the men to sleep on buffalo robes be-
fore the log fire on the hearth, and it was done.

Let not those who now, in the same locations, dwell in spacious

houses, in chambers of ample dimensions, ridicule those scenes of old-

time life; rude and rough were the belongings of the occasion, but Chris-

tian hospitality casts a halo of light on them, and we may in the full-

ness of our hearts say :

The hand that aids the wayworn man,
Or to the thirsty gives the cup,

Is blessed by Him that all things scans,

And lifts the sinking spirit up.

In those early days, considerable amount of sickness prevailed. The
new settler, in breaking up the virgin soil set free the miasma which had
been accumulating for centuries, as year after year the falling leaves

added decaying vegetable matter to the surface. As the natural conse-

quence of breaking up the new soil in large areas, this miasma produced
remitting and intermitting fevers, lightly in the openings, but very
gravely in the heavy timbered lands. The first settlers in Tecumseh had
a heavy experience in that line: Mrs. Griffith, a respectable widow lady,

informed me that at one time she and Dr. Patterson were the only per-

•sons in the village exempt from sickness, and that they were obliged to

go from house to house daily to take care of the sick.

I find I have put your patience to a great stretch. When I get to

thinking or writing about Michigan, I am almost sure to dwell long on
the subject. I could say much more. I could enlarge upon the efforts

of those earl}^ settlers in the temperance cause, their pleadings to God for

the poor slave, and their zeal in promoting the religion of Christ, but
the propriety of not being more tedious suggests that I ought to close.

I would like to make a passing note of the men I acted with. The gen-

tle, meek Rev. Wm. Lyster, the conscientious Christian, Henry Tripp,

the energetic, honest Major Mills, the humble and fervent disciple James
Miller, the always cheerful and obliging James King, and many others.

Some old friend will no doubt do justice to those men, who were truly

the salt of the earth.
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Read this to the meeting or make extracts from it to be inserted with

anything of your own composition, and believe me ever

Your sincere friend,
B. WORKMAN, M. D.

REV. J. O. BANCROFT,

of East Saginaw, was introduced. He said he had been a pioneer. For
fortj^-seven years he had lived in Michigan, and during that time had
only been absent for three weeks. It was hard to get up pioneer so-

cieties where he lived, for hardly any one had lived there twenty years

He settled in Tecumseh forty three years ago. The country had changed
much in that time.. He stated that at one time, when he was about
eight years old, while out milking with his brother, a wolf ran by them,
they supposing it to be a large dog. He also told of going to mill, the

old Spafford mill at Tecumseh, frequently. He said he had lived in

St. Clair, Lapeer, Sanilac, Macomb, Flint, Livingston, Oakland, Tuscola,

Lenawee, and Saginaw counties. He hoped to see some of those present

in Saginaw county some time. His remarks were well received.

S. C. Stacy then read a poem, by Mrs. H. E. Wilson, of Raisin, as

follows

:

PIONEER .RELICS.

BY MRS. H. E. WILSON.

These queer old relics of pioneer times,

Now carry us back and recall to mind
The varied scenes that we then lived through,

So distinctly again brought out to view.

Our scanty stock of household goods
VV'ere implements roughly made of wood.
We had no carving or patterns fine,

But with ax, or knife, and our skill combined,

Were hewn and whittled these implements quaint,

W^holly regardless of fashion's restraint;

And with our supply so Hmited then,

We were better content than ever again.

When plenty and wealth and a selfish greed,

Came in the place of our simple needs,

And to me these comforts so roughly wrought,
Have value greater than money has brought.

This rolling pin of the long ago,

That has rolled out mountains of puffy dough
For the hungry flock, both lads and lass,

With a knife was whittled and smoothed with glass.

And this queer old tray, such as few then had,
Was hollowed to shape with a common adze,

And could it detail its many uses,

The aged housewife might make excuses.
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Then this pestle of wood we should not let pass,

That mashed our potatoes and pumpkin sauce,

"Which then we considered quite hard to beat,

But now would hardly be deemed a treat.

And this ancient wheel that so faithfully spun
So many long threads since its race begun,
Has nearly finished its work, we feel.

And soon its last thread shall wind from the reel.

For the ancient spinners of woof and web
Will soon be numbered among the dead;
Only remembered as what has been,

While the wheel of time for others shall spin.

President Dewey then read the subscription for the first court-house
in Lenawee county. This paper is given in full below.

A letter by Mr. Daniel T. Lewis, of Macon, was then read by S. C.

Stacy, as follows

:

DANIEL T. lewis' LETTER.

Forty-seven years ! What fond memories cluster around us as we
wander back, in our mind's eye, to the days of "auld lang syne." My
mind goes back to the days of my early manhood, when at the age of

twenty-four I left the old home of my childhood to seek m}'' fortune in

the far west. I landed in Wayne county October 20, 1831. I remained
there two years. I then removed to the township of Macon, in Lenawee
county, where I have resided ever since. Railroads were unknown then.

Bears and wolves were plenty. It took me three days to cut a road to

what is now my farm. We had to ford the Macon for a year before we
had a bridge. Our shanty had neither doors nor windows, and not a
single board in our whole house, the roof consisting of a series of troughs.

For doors and windows we used blankets, with a large log in front of the

door to keep out the pigs. We had twelve hogs, but the bears caught
them all the first winter. I have been repeatedly chased by wolves at

night. I will here relate an incident of those days. While harvesting a

small piece of wheat one mile and a half away, I heard a hog squeal. I

immediately ran to the house of Mr. Burleson, but found no one at home.
Seeing two guns hanging by the wall, (one of which I observed was
primed), I seized it and ran to the scene of action. My dog immediately
commenced business, but the bear proving more than a match for him,
he retreated and the bear came for me. Being well armed I had no fear,

but waited for his bearship to approach ; and when within four feet of

me I deliberately raised my gun, took deadly aim, pulled the trigger,

when lo, my rifle flashed in the pan ! We used flint locks then. I was
now in rather close quarters, but my dog coming to my assistance we
succeeded in driving the bear away. One more incident. Having to go
to Ypsilanti for provisions, Mrs. Lewis requested me to load the rifle for

her, which I accordingly did, giving her at the same time some instruc-

tions in regard to its use. I had been gone but a short time when three

stately deer made their appearance a short distance from the house. Mrs.



Annual Meeting of 1878. 423

Lewis seized the rifle, ran to a port-hole in the side of the shanty, took
aim at the largest, pulled trigger, and behold her piece flashed. Nothing-

daunted she reprimed the gun and fired, this time killing the deer almost
instantly. She then succeeded in dragging the deer into the shanty, and
then went one mile and a half to secure help to dress the animal, which
was said to be the largest ever killed in the town of Macon. And then ive

had meat again for some time.

After music by the band,

VOLUNTEER SPEECHES

were called for. Mr. VanNess spoke for a few minutes. His acquaint-
ance with Lenawee pioneers dated back to 1816. He knew them in Jef-

ferson county, N. Y., before they moved to Michigan. He knew Joseph
W. Brown then, Timothy Nash, and others. He came to Lenawee county
in 1830. He bought property where the town of Dundee now stands.

He built a house there, but in 1834 it was burned and he was again as

poor as when he came there ; or, as he expressed it, " so poor that he had
to lean against a post." The next year the fire got into his mills and
burned them down. So he was still very poor. When his house burned
he sent his family down to Monroe, stayed himself at Dundee and lived

six weeks on mush and milk. He related an " experience " of his with a
mad dog which bit his pigs, and also a hired man of his. The pigs went
mad and died. The hired man put salt on the bite, and the next morn-
ing the salt had turned green, but the man lived and is alive to-day.

The chairman called for more volunteer speeches.

Mr. Cleveland responded. He said he came from New York here
forty-seven years ago. He came without any furniture or much else. He
lived in the old court-house a while ; married in Otsego county ; told

what a hard time he had for the first few years, and how the settlers

helped him. After all, he thought they enjoyed themselves better in the

old times and wished he could live them over again,

Mr. S. C. Stacy then read an extract from a letter written by Thomas
Clark, of Monroe, as follows

:

THOMAS Clark's letter.

Monroe, June 10, 1878.

To the Officers and Members of the Pioneer Society of Lenawee County :

As I have received an invitation to attend your meeting of June 12th,

at Tecumseh, but am unable to be present, I thought a few recollections

of the early settlement of Monroe and Lenawee counties might be of in-

terest to you.

I landed in Monroe in September, 1823, with my father, who was
register of the land office of the southern district of Michigan at that

time. There were no white inhabitants west of ten miles of Monroe.
The few settlers were mostly French, and dressed more like Indians than
white people. Farming was done in the most primitive style. The oxen
were broken to draw by their horns, and instead of wagons they used
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horse carts, without tire or a particle of iron about them. There was only
one wagon ironed off in the county, and that was left here bv the army
of 1812.

My father, Robert Clark, was one of a party who first went to view
the country where Tecumseh now stands. The party consisted of my
father, Col. Anderson, Mr. Evans, Gen. Brown, and I think the Spaffords.

They followed an Indian trail through the woods, taking their camp
equipage with them, with provisions for the trip. My first visit to Len-
awee county was in the fall of 1825. I went with a young man who
wished to see the country with a view of settlement. We found the

people nearly all sick with chills and fever, and very homesick. The
young man concluded not to settle where there was so much ague, and
not much of anything else but cheap land and mosquitoes. The first

settlers got all their supplies from Monroe, and it would take four or five

days to make the trip with a wagon and two or three yoke of oxen. They
generally camped on what was called the " Big prairie," which was al-

most impassable in wet weather for teams. In fact, the whole distance

from the Macon to Ridgeway was one continued swamp.
With the best wishes for the success of your society, and that the

members ma}' live many years yet to tell the story of pioneer life, is the

prayer of

Your humble servant,
THOMAS CLARK.

Among the last speakers of the afternoon was

AUNT LAUKA HAVILAND,

who was introduced by the president amid loud applause and great en-
thusiasm. She said : I will have resided in this county fifty years next
fall. It has been my home during the most of that time. AH these pri-

vations of which others have spoken I know about. I have been through
them, when we went three or four miles to assist the sick and afllicted,

and we v/ere neighbors then and we enjoyed our neighborhood friends;

neighbors we called them, though tlie}^ lived six or seven miles away.
When Darius Comstock was our nearest neighbor, we at one time lost

track of the day of the week and we worked hard all the Sabbath day,
thinking it was Saturday, preparing for the Sabbath ; and we did not
come out to Quaker meeting during the day as was our custom. At
night my father, Daniel Smith, and Darius Comstock thought there must
be some sickness in our family, which was the only reason they could
think of why we were not out to meeting. During the night the}^ came
down to see what the matter was. My sister came with them, and they
found me with the floor mopped, and I was baking, and I had got my
Saturday's work just finished up. My husband was out splitting rails to

make a calf pen, and he had split about a hundred rails that day. She
came in and said, " It is the first day." " First day," said I, " that can't

be; it is a mistake; to-day is the seventh day." She said, " Our folks

have been to meeting, anvway." And I went out to my husband and
said I, " To-day is the first day." '•' Oh, no," he said, " it is not." " Well,"
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said I, "our folks have been to meeting, and Phoebe has come down to

see what the matter is," and then he began to reckon up. Said he, " It

surely is so." He remarked, " That if we had missed the other way we
should have kept the seventh part of the week just the same, but now
we have put the whole eight days in." We concluded that the will

would be taken for the deed, for we knew no better. Our next neigh-

bors, Mr. Comstock's family, missed the Sabbath too, once, but they got

Saturday for Sunday, and Sunday they did the washing and ploughing,
and raking up brush and burning it; this was when they were clearing

up their place, and some of the neighbors called on them during that

night and said, " Why, you have been washing to dav." Mrs. Comstock
says, " Yes, I generally do my washing on Monday. ' " Why, to-day is

Sunday ; to-day is first day." Then she called in her husband and they
reckoned up the days, and found that they had kept the Sabbath, the

old Jewish Sabbath, without intending to do so. As to those privations,

some of us here know how it was ; how, when we got a board from the

mill for a shelf, we could not get it planed, but would take a little stone

and scour it smooth for the shelf, for our dishes ; and the best house we
had was about sixteen feet wide and less than eighteen feet long, and it

was made of hewed logs, and we had a little stone fire-place in the cor-

ner so as to take up as little room as possible; that was our first house-
keeping in Michigan, in Raisin. A few years after we concluded we
must have an educational institution ; and we got up some little build-

ings. M}' brother spent about $1,000 there; and it was near the place

where some of the buildings of A'alley school are now. And how I re-

joiced to see them ;
and some of those who went there are getting to be

grey-headed men and women ; some of our first scholars are actually

grandfathers and grandmothers. And I have been Aunt Laura all of

this time from that time when I was onl}'^ about twenty-five years old,

and it has come to be my established name; excepting when the slave-

holders gave me another name, and that was " Nigger Thief." Those
slave-holders used to say I was cYiX7.y. They used to shake their pistols

toward my face; but through the help of the Lord we defeated them. 1

remember especially one time when they were plotting to take a colored

famil}" in Toledo back into slavery ; but we saved the family from going
back. Well, the people up north here thought I judged all slave-holders

by them, and they thought Aunt Laura was crazy, too, but the time
came when our whole nation was crazy as Aunt Laura was. And I re-

joice to-day to meet those old pioneers and to look back at the past and
listen while you have recounted our adventures and our troubles and
Experiences, and recall the memory of our fathers and mothers and
brothers and sisters that have left us and gone to the spirit world ; and
then I look forward to see those few of us that are left, and the thought
has come up, what will the harvest be with us? It is for us to settle the
question. I am so glad to meet you here to-day ; I am glad to see those

whose heads are whitened like mine with the frosts of many winters.

But a few more will transplant us to a fairer world, to fairer lands than
these, and we look forward with bright hopes, with bright anticipations

;

.and may the Lord bless you all.
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I hope to see the day when we shall have a pic-nic from the old

Raisin institute schools, and I shall be so glad to see them once more;
for I have always claimed them as my children. The interest that I

have had in that old institution never has ceased ; the link never has
been broken ; and whenever I see them my earnest wish is may the Lord
bless every man and every woman. Here they are with their families

around them, and may God bless them and their children's [children.

May He bless us all.

MRS. DIBBLE,

who was 99 years old last Friday, June 14th, was introduced, and related

how she came near starving when she first came here. Her daughter
lived at Clinton, when she first came, and she went there, but her daugh-
ter was very poor, and could do little to help her. The citizens of Te-
cumseh were her friends, and she spoke in terms of especial praise of
Dr. Patterson. She said she had enjoyed her life very much.

Rev. W. P. AVastell, of Clinton, then pronounced the benediction, and
the exercises of the day closed. The programme was a very lengthy one,

and the crowd in attendance numbered several thousands, and yet dur-
ing the entire day not an accident of any kind occurred to mar the fes-

tivities of the occasion.

There were quite a number of

relics and curiosities

on exhibition, only a part of which we have room to mention. Among^
them was a commission to James Culbertson to raise a company of men
in the French and Indian M^ar, dated May 1, 1758; also a subscription

paper to raise the salary of Rev. Ezekiel Glasgow, of Steuben county,

New York, which footed up a total of nine dollars and twenty-four
bushels of wheat. These are owned by C. W. Culbertson. The diary of

E, Webb, an officer of the revolution, which was kept in the year 1777,

was on exhibition ; a piece of Continental money, the face value of which
was twenty -five dollars; a pair of steelyards, over two hundred years

old, supposed to have come over in the Maj^flower, now owned by W. E.

Doty; a gun, now owned by A. H. Raymond, which was carried through
the revolution by a member of the Raymond famil}^ ; a chopping bowl
sixty years old, owned hj Mrs. G. E. Carlton. There were several very
old books ; one was " Dodridge's Rise and Progress of Religion," printed

in 1810, owned by H. H. Keyser; a copy of the Bible printed in 1802;
a book called "Astro-Theology," printed in London in the year 1715.

The old

COURT HOUSE SUBSCRIPTION

was found a few days ago by B. J. Bidwell, of this village, while over-

hauling a lot of Judge Blanchard's papers which had been left in his

hands. The original copy is now in Mr. Bidwell's possession. It is

drawn up on three half sheets of letter paper, fastened at the ends and
pasted on cloth. The paper is faded and spotted, but the writing is still
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legible, and as the document is not only an interesting relic, but a valua-

ble historical memento, we insert the same entire:

Whereas, The present situation of the county of Lenawee absolutely

requires that a court house and goal, for said county, be erected in the

township of Tecumseh. We, the undersigned, deeply feeling the neces-

sity of such a measure, do hereby guarantee to pay a building commit-
tee, consisting of M. Evans, S. Blanchard, D. Pitman, M. Smith, and
Thomas Goodrich, Esqr.,the several sums annexed to each of our names,
on or before the first day of May, 1829, in such funds, consisting of ma-
terials, labor, produce, cash, or articles which shall be signed, as this

committee shall demand from time to time, as the prosecution of the ob-

ject may require.

April 7th, 1828.

Musgrove Evans, $150.00

Wing, Evans & Brown, bond. ---.-.- 600.00

Daniel Pitman, --------- 75.00

Stilman Blanchard, 100.00

David B. Reed, in labor on the building, - . . - 15.00

J. W. Brown, materials 75.00

Thomas Y. How, $50 in cash, the remainder according to the

caption, - 250.00

L. A. Holbrook, - - 35.00

John Huyck, in timber, - _ - _ . . 10.00

Jas. B. McKay, - - - 25.00

Morgan Lewis, in grain, - 10.00

D. Hixon, - - - 15.00

Jacob Woodard, in grain, ---._. 10.00

Horace Cage, in lumber, -------- 15.00

James Coats, six days labor on the frame, - . - - 4.50

Geo. Taylor, lumber and three days labor, - - . . 30.00

Gersham Reed, in accordance with caption, - - - - 15.00

Isaac Spalding, --------- 20.00

Gideon C. Reed, in labor, ---_-.. 15.00

Jas. T. Boralnd, labor, grain and board, ----- 50.00

Jacob Ketcham, labor, ------- 25.00

Stephen Ketcham, labor, ------- 15.00

Ebenezer Baker, --------- 20.00

M. A. Patterson, cash and materials, ----- 50.00

Robert Pitman, --------- 25.00

JohnTeyrill, ---------- 50.00

Moses Smith, --------- 40.00
William H. Hogg, grain and lumber, - . _ . . 40.00

Silas Benson, carpenter work, ------ 15.00

Jacob E. Schosh, work, -------- 50.00
James Young, in cash, labor and material, . - - - 25.00

Jesse Osborn, team work, if wanted, and grain, - - - 50.00

Artunedoras Fuller, grain or work, - - - - - 25.00
Jonathan Clark, work or lumber, 30.00
Thomas Griswold, work and lumber, - - - - - 50 00
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William N. Smith, work, ._--.._ iq.OO
J. T. Schmall, in grain, -.---__ lO.OO
Thomas Goodrich, lumber and materials, _ . . _ 20.00
Thomas Sisson, --------- 50.00
William Moxly, -----.__. 25.00
John Roberts, in work such as I can perform, - - - 10.00
Theodore Bissell, materials, ---.-.. 50.00
Giles Hubbard, in lumber, - - - - - - - 5.00
Hugh Hillick, in labor, self and team, . . . . . ]5.00
James & W. H. Patchen, in produce, work or materials, - 75.00
E. F. Blood, ---------- 50.00
John Gragg, -.-----_. 26.00
Calvin Brown, grain and lumber, ------ ^qq
Peter Low, ---------- 100.00
Timothy Mitchel, materials and labor, . - - - . 20.00
Joseph W. Gray, materials and labor, ----- 15.00
Alanson Bangs, in lumber or work. _ _ - . . 25.00
Alexander L. Gaylord, ---..._ 5 qo
R. J. & Wm. H. Cross, materials or work, - . - . 50.00
Thomas Nelson & Son, in lumber, _ _ _ - _ 60.00
Jonathan Hall, - - - - -- - - - 10.00
Wm. McNair. materials, &c., ------ 50.00
Ashbel Robertson, material, ---_-._ 25.00
Joseph Bangs, to be paid in the course of one year, - - 5.00
Isaac Bangs, ---------- 5,00

conclusion.

In concluding this report, we desire, in behalf of the Lenawee County
Pioneer Society, to extend our thanks to all those friends who assisted us ; to

John J. Adam, president of the state society, for his untiring efforts, to Mr.
Strong and his choir of singers, to the three bands in attendance, to the
different local and township committees for their efficient labor, to the
marshals and the ladies' committees, and to all who generously donated
supplies for the dinner. Our call for assistance met with a hearty and
universal response, and resulted in the largest pioneer gathering ever
witnessed in the state. We are proud of old Northern Lenawee. She
added new laurels to her well known reputation for generosity and hos-

'

pitality, and June 12, 1878, will long be remembered as a red-letter day
in the calendar of the state and countv pioneer societies.

S. C. STACY, Secretary.

A PIONEER SKETCH.

Bv .Ji Df;E Wii.LiAM H. CRO.S.S, OF Centreville, St. Joseph County.

The following sketch was prepared for and intended to be read at the
pioneer reunion at Tecumseh, Wednesday, June 12th, 1878, but was
omitted for want of time :

In the month of June, 1825, just one year from the time of the first

settlement of Tecumseh, now fifty-four years ago, my brother, Robert J.
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Cross, entered four hundred acres of land on section eight. Before mak-
ing this selection he had been through the south part of Oakland county,

the northwest part of Wayne county, and all the settlements of Wash-
tenaw count}'-, and finally made choice of a farm in Tecumseh.

On the last day of September, 1826, we came to Tecumseh to make it

our home. On Sunday morning, the first day of October, we started up
the river on the west side to find our land. We passed Jacob Wood-
w^ard's place, found Squire Goodrich's and his son Ira's, and then crossed

the river, and after some trouble found the lines of our lot and selected

the spot where we would build our cabin. We then went in search of

lodgings, and at about sundown reached Gen. Brown's house, where I

had stayed the night previous, and there asked for supper and lodging.

The general sent us word that it would be impossible for him to keep us,

for his wife was quite sick ; he had no female help, and was really land-

lord, nurse and housekeeper. Inquiry being made for a probable resting

place we were directed to Peter Low's house, as all his family were in

good health. We went there and asked for supper and lodging. We
were told that they were out of meat and flour. We said we would be
thankful for a dish of bread and milk, or a bowl of mush. The reply

came that they had neither milk or butter, their cow having strayed

away off in the woods and had been gone several days, but Mrs. Low
thought we would find supper and lodging at Mr. Jacob Ketchum's, a
mile or so distant. On our way to Mr. Ketchum's we heard he was very
sick with fever. Of course we did not go there, but ventured to try to

find Moses Smith, who came from the state of New York with us, and
Timothy Mitchel, whom we knew in Ontario county, N. Y. We had
the good luck to find them at the house of Luther Rawson, about two
miles west of Tecumseh. On stating our situation to Mr. Smith, and he
to Mr. Rawson, he said: "Boys, I have yet something to eat, and you
need not go hungry; it may not taste as good as what your mother would
get for you, but it will stop hunger." These were kind words, thankfully
received by two boj^s who had never been much from home and knew
nothing of pioneer life.

Soon after this Mr. Rawson left Tecumseh and was lost to us ; but in

1854 a daughter of mine was teaching a district school in Men don, St.

Joseph county, and there she met Luther Rawson, who, hearing the name
of Cross, inquired of her where she was from, and found by the answers
that she was a daughter of one of the Cross boys of Tecumseh. I at that

time being in California, did not see him to acknowledge my obligations

to him, and never afterward met him; but this last winter (1877-8), I, as

judge of probate, closed up the estate of my kind friend, and then told

his daughter, the executrix and residuary legatee of his will, the obliga-

tions her father had placed me under more than fifty years before.

During that fall and winter (1826), we built our log cabin, and for

more than a year and a half it was the extreme cabin of the settlement
on the east side of the river, and on the main trail up and down the

river, and at least a score of Indians passed our place to one white man.
At this time there was only Thomas Griswold, William Smith, Hugh Hil-
lick, and Timothy Nash on the east side of the river above Brownville.
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In 1828 Col. Hixson built over the line in Washtenaw county, and then

we ceased to be the outskirts of the settlement.

In 1827 Musgrove Evans, being superintendent of the Chicago road,

petitioned the secretary of war to straighten the great bend in the road

caused by following the trail up the river. Permission being given, Mr.

Evans went east about three and a half miles from the river, and bearing

a great deal southerly brought the crossing of the river in Lenawee county,

although it bent up north some after crossing and struck the old line

about five miles west, near Evans lake. This line being approved by the

department gave us the crossing and the village of Clinton in Lenawee
county.

In the winter of 1828 Hugh Hillick, Timothy Mitchel and myself

went through from Tecumseh to Dexter, which was the west settlement

on the Huron river, and I think we were the first in either settlement

that ever went through on nearly a direct line.

Judge Dexter had some very fine timbered land just above the Brown-
ville saw-mill, and there was when he bought it a large number of white-

wood trees on it; but the nearness of the mill and the pressing need of

the settlers for a little soft lumber was lessening the whitewood pretty fast,

and the Judge felt that he ought, in justice to himself, have an agent on
the ground to protect it from waste, so he appointed Mr. Hillick to act as

sueh, which he did. Notwithstanding his care and close watching, the

whitewood trees would get off from the land to the mill, until, as S. Stet-

son told the Judge when inquired of whether any one was stealing logs

from his land, his reply was, "Judge Dexter, I do not believe any one is

stealing logs from your land, but I think you are getting the stumpiest

piece of land there is in the township of Tecumseh."

In the autumn of 1827, my brother and myself were taken down
with the fever and ague, and on writing back to our mother that we
were ill, she determined to come and see her sick boys; and in Novem-
ber of that year she came and kept house for us—we having kept

bachelor's hall till then ; but when the winter was over it was the wish

of our mother to go to Tecumseh on the Sabbaths to attend meeting, for

once in six, then four, and ere long, two weeks we had preaching, and I

being the youngest must provide a way to go. So, on Sunday morning
I must start out and find the oxen and yoke them to the large lumber
wagon; then get mother into the wagon, and start for the school

house, which was also the meeting house, and by the time we reached

Brownville we would have a wagon load of women and children, and
the men were walking alongside. On arriving at the school house we
would chain the oxen to a wheel of the wagon, seat ourselves on the

slab benches, and perhaps worship as fervently and acceptably as those

of us now do who have cushioned pews to rest in, and a hired choir to

sing our songs of praise for us. After the service we used to ride home
leisurely in the strong carriage, and get home before night.

The first minister of whom I have any distinct recollection, who had a

regular stated appointment, was Rev. Mr. Walker, of the Ohio Methodist

conference. His circuit was very extensive. It extended to the Au-
glaize river in Ohio, Fort Defiance, Maumee, St. Lawrence and Vistula
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(now Toledo), Erie, Monroe, Tecumseh, and Blissfield. In making his
circuit he traveled a distance of about twelve hundred miles, and was
obliged to ford or swim the Maumee river twice. He was a muscular,
sturdy, earnest, devoted preacher, and had a voice that could be heard
for a half a mile or more when preaching, or singing his songs of praise
in the forest temple.

At our first town meeting, after the governor and legislative council
had auhorized us to govern ourselves by townships, what is now Lena-
wee county was the township of Tecumseh, county of Monroe, and when we
met to select a man for supervisor, on the morning of town meeting day, the
voters residing on the west side of the river had talked of George Taylor as a
suitable person for the office, and those residing on the east side (Sand town)
were in favor of Thomas Griswold. And when we got together it was
decided that the two should toss up a copper to determine which should
be the candidate, and they did so. George Taylor won, and received every
vote of the electors.

At that time Tecumseh township was the extreme western settlement
of farmers; all others farther west being either attaches of military
posts, missionary schools, or Indian traders in the territory north of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. Look now, this 12th day of June,
in the year 1878, at the mighty Northwest, with its millions of inhabi-
tants, its wealth and political power, its railroads, colleges, newspapers,
and intelligence. Is it possible that all this has been accomplished in
the space of one man's lifetime, not including his childhood at life's be-
ginning or ending?

In the spring and summer of 1827 settlements began west of us along
the line of the Chicago trail at White Pigeon, Allen's Prairie, Pokagon,
and Young's Prairie, and spread out on the prairies of southwestern
Michigan and northern Indiana. The settlements in Michigan being
then in the legal jurisdiction of the town of Tecumseh, and the county
of Monroe, until the town of St. Joseph was set ofl^, composing that por-
tion of the territory of Michigan ceded to the United States by the In-
dians at the treaty of Chicago.

In 1829 I took a trip to White Pigeon and Mottsville to haul a load
of goods to Mr. Taylor, an Indian trader, located at the Chicago trail and
the St. Joseph river, and then I first saw a western prairie, but while the
trip was a rough and tedious one, the country so pleased me that my
brother and I sold our farms the next year, and in the autumn of 1830
we bought land, and removed to Coldwater, in Branch county, only re-
turning to Tecumseh in 1832 to take to my new home the girl who had
agreed to share life with me in the pioneer's cabin.

The first physician who settled in Lenawee county was Caleb N.
Ormsby, who came in 1824, and he was the only physician in Tecumseh
until the spring of 1827, when Dr. Michael A. Patterson came. Soon
after this Dr. Ormsby moved to Ad rain, where he resided several years
and where his wife, a very estimable lady, died. He afterward moved
i;o Ann Arbor, where he became largely interested in milling and manu-
facturing, and was an active leader of the Free Soil party.

Misfortunes crushed him financially, and in 1849, on the of the rise
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gold excitement in California, he started overland for that region, but
was delayed all winter at Salt Lake, and in the summer of 1850 he
reached California by way of Los Angeles. He was in San Francisco in

the time of the cholera and the first vigilance committee. He soon went
to the mines near Hangtown, in Eldorado county, where for several

years he worked in the mines, but was never successful as a miner.

In the summer of 1856 we met for the first time subsequent to our
parting in Tecumseh in 1830, on the banks of Cosumnes river in Sacra-

mento county. We remained there in company for several weeks, until

he received news from Ann Arbor that caused him to leave California

and start for his old home in Michigan. When in Panama he wrote me
that he had a pleasant time on the Pacific ocean, and hopod soon to be
in Michigan. A few weeks later came the news of the foundering of the

"Central America" off Cape Hatteras, on board of which he left Aspin-
wall, and where he found a water}'' grave.

As I look around me here to day and ask for the old veterans, I find

very few are with us. I see only Joseph W. Brown, Ezra Blood, William
Tilton, Timothy Mitchel, Mrs. Tilton, and Mrs. Blood—all the rest have
gone to the other shore, and we are fast approaching it, and will soon pass

over. We may now saj' with our friend. E. Lakin Brown, of Prairie

Ronde

:

"Yes, everything is changed, friends;

There's nothing seems the same;

And yet it was not long ago,

The time when first we came

.

But the years have passed by swiftly,

My hair is white as snow,

And not a white hair when I came

—

It's fifty years ago.

Then came days of trial and toil,

But we weathered them bravely through,

For our mothers and wives had cheerful hearts.

And were always brave and true
;

And our brothers and friends were stout lads then,

And Nancy, Cynthia, Aryna and Kate
Could lend a hand in cabin or field.

And we all worked early and late;

And the Indian seemed half sad, half pleased,

As our cabin logs were laid.

For he dreaded the white man's grasping hand,

Though fond of white man's aid

;

His sullenest moods we ever beguiled

With the hand of welcome and cheer
;

To his sunniest smile we trusted not.

And the loaded rifie was near."

Now there comes to my mind the memory of two of the sons of men
who first came here fifty-four years ago to-day. Samuel Evans, who did

not go with his father's family when in 1833-4 they moved to Texas,
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but when he heard there was danger sarrouiiding them lie wont to share

it with them, and his life went out while with Col. Fanning, in the

blood}' slaughter at Goliad. And his gallant cousin, Jolni Brown, who
went with GJen. Scott to the halls of the Montezumas and led the first

band of our army within the gates of the city of Mo.Kico; but the glory

of his noble daring was gathered up and appropriated by the colonel of

his regiment, and the brave lieutenant who arose from his sick bed that

day and braced himself for the chai'ge by the use of tonics, was forgotten

in the official reports. He then returned home to die from the ofiects of

that effort and that campaign.

MACOMB COUNTY.

Celebration of thk Ss;mi-<Jkniknnial of thk IIombo CVjn'grkgationaj, Church,

August 16th. 1878.

An account of the proceedings of the Congregational church in Ro-
meo on Friday, August 10th, 1878, in commemoration of the completion
of fifty years of history by that church, the first church organized in Ro-
meo, and the second Congregational church organized in the state.

To-day marks fifty years since the Congregational church of this

pleasant and thriving village of 2,500 inhabitants was organized. All

this region was then almost an unbroken forest, and the little handful
of log houses was know^n by the significant title of Indian Village. Hither
came Rev. Isaac W. Ruggles, one of the pioneer Jiome missionaries of

the state, and gathered together into a church seven persons, a little seed

corn of the kingdom whose fruit has since shaken like Lebanon. They
met in a log school house, for already had these early settlers from New
England brought her institutions, and this new organization was but add-
ing another to the number. Of these original members but one survives

—

Mr, Zelotus Stone. To-day the church numbers 260 members, and there

have been on its rolls from this small beginning no less than GOO names
of earnest and devoted men and women, whose influence lias not only
permeated this entire community and aided powerfully in molding and
controlling it, but has gone out into all parts of this and even in other

lands. Its active agency in multiform works of good here and here-

abouts, and the reaching out of its hands in the spirit of a true Christian

benevolence, even to the ends of the earth, have been known and read
of all in this community, and it closes its half century of existence with
a record that powerfully attests the untold and inestimable value of such
organizations to the state and to the world.

The church members gathered to-day to bring the former times and
things to mind, to recount the mercies of the past, and to note the good
hand of their God visible in all their way. The ladies had beautifully

adorned the pulpit with flowers and trailing vines, making the pleasant

auditorium doubly attractive. A good congregation of resident members
2^
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and visiting friends from abroad were present to participate in and enjoy

tlie exercises, which were, of course, of a deeply interesting character.

After the introductory exercises. Rev. A. Hastings Ross, of Port Hu-
ron, delivered an address, full of historical and expository interest, on
"Congregationalism—Its principles and workings," We give a concise

abstract, showing its line of thought

:

Rev. Dr. James Bannerman, in his elaborate work on church polity,

says: "It is not in the church system—or rather, no-church system—of

Congregational independency," etc. It is to the principles and workings

of this "no-church system" that we invite your attention on this happy
day.

The w^ord Congregationalism has a double reference. It sometimes

is used of a denomination, sometimes of a polity. When used of a de-

nomination it includes the historic faith as well as the form of govern-

ment of the body. We treat of it to-day only as a polity.

The principles of this polity spring logically, it is believed, out of the

kingdoni of heaven, which Christ came to set up, and of w^hich all true

churches are visible manifestations. Yet men view these principles in

their relation to the manifesting churches differently, and hence differ-

ent polities arise, which should be studied chiefly in their fundamental

conception, and which will be found to have many principles in common,
while each has and must have one peculiar to itself. It is this peculiar

principle that constitutes the polity what it is, determines all its distinc-

tive practices, and dominates the common principles into a harmonious
development about itself.

The nature of the kingdom of heaven, as well as the New Testament,

presents the following principles: (1) subjection to the will of God, how-

ever revealed; (2) fellowship, which unites holiness and churches; (3)

purity, which excludes unholiness from the church
; (4) unity, which

makes all holiness and churches one in visible manifestation ; and (5)

independence, by which each local church has full power to manage all

its affairs. The last is peculiar to our polity, the preceding four we share

in common with all other polities. Hence we differ from them only in

making the local church independent under Christ, and in w^hat this

involves. To Congregationalism each principle has a development into

practices which we will now consider.

1. Practices arising from the principle of obedience, or subjection to

the divine will. This principle is common. The Roman Catholics find

that will revealed in the Bible, in tradition, in the decrees of general

councils, and now in the Pope. The Greek church finds it in the Bible

and tradition ; the Quakers in an inner light; but the Protestants gener-

ally find it exclusively in the Bible. We make the Bible the final au-

thority in polity as in faith. Manuals w^e need and have, that the facts

and teachings of the Bible may be formulated in them for ready use ; but

these manuals are not final—the Bible stands open for appeal, not a book

of discipline.

2. Practices arising from the principle of fellowship. Love draws be-

lievers together, and fellowship forms the local churches and binds them
together into some form of ecclesiastical union. On this principle we
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form conferences, state associations, national councils, and will some time

have an ecumenical or pan-assembly.

3. Practices arising from the principles of purity. On this principle

we guard the local church from the admission of the unconverted; we
discipline the unruly; we guard the sacrament from the unworthy; we
guard the ministry by critical examinations at ordinations and installa-

tions, and by discipline; and we exclude heretics from our fellowship.

4. Practices arising from the principle of unity. This principle seeks

to manifest the oneness of the kingdom of God in visible union, to heal

all breaches in the visible churches. It would make fellowship complete.

We present a form of union in our conference system which can make the

churches of the whole earth one without the loss of their liberties.

5. Practices arising from the principles of independence. This is the

constitutive principle of our polity. It subordinates the preceding into

harmony with itself; it makes the local church the depository of all ec-

clesiastical authority; since the apostles it has the power of the keys; a,

church manages its own affairs, gives the final issue to discipline; in

short, acts as an independent body under Christ.

From this brief exposition we learn (1) that Congregationalism is " a

church system " as consistent, as logical, as complete, as adequate, as

symmetrical as any other system, while it has a divine warrant in Matt,

xviii: 15-18; (2) that this system is to be maintained in its simplicity

while carried up to completeness; and (3) that it will ultimately prevail,

for it is the conceded polity of the apostles.

The address of Mr. Ross was followed by a paper by Rev. M. W. Fair-

field, the present pastor, on "The History, Equipments, and Outlook of

the Church."
The church was organized here in a log school house, August 16th,

1828. The town then consisted of a handful of houses of most primitive
architecture, and was called the Indian Village. Rev. Isaac W. Rug-;
gles, a missionary, bearing a commission from the "mother of churches,"
the American Home Missionary Society, and residing at Pontiac, came
into this settlement and looked up the few scattered sheep, and organ-
ized them into the church, and from time to time thereafter came, al-

ways on foot by an Indian trail, from Pontiac, and broke to the little

church in the wilderness the bread of life.

CORPORATE MEMBERS,

The corporate members were only seven in number, viz: Zelotus

Stone, Gad Chamberlain, Deacon and Mrs. Rogers, William Abbott, Mrs.
James Leslie, and Chauncy Thorpe. All these have finished their

earthly pilgrimage except Mr. Stone, who resides in the town of Ray, on
the same farm on which he then lived, a hale octogenarian with us here
to-day, adding not a little by his presence to the interest of the occasion.

MINISTERS,

The church has had, for a longer or shorter period each, the services

of eleven difierent ministers: J. W. Ruggles, L, Shaw, P. Barber, J. B.



436 Pioneer Society of Michigan

Shaw, S. Hardy, R. R. Kellogg, G. W. Newcomb, P. R. Kurd, H. O. Ladd,
T. B. Haskell, and the present pastor, M. W. Fairfield. Four of these

were duly installed, Mr. Kellogg, in 1843; Mr. Hurd, February 12th,

1851; Mr. Ladd, February 16th;l870, and Mr. Fairfield, May 4th, 1875.

DEACONS.

Eight brethren have served in the office of deacon: Nathan Rogers*

Dexter Mussey, Seth L. Andrews, Araunah Gilbert, Asa Holman, "Watson

Loud, M. A. Giddings, and H. 0. Smith. Of these three have "fallen

asleep." Deacons Rogers, Gilbert, and Holman.

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

The Sunday school was organized early in the history of the churcli,

but at what precise date is unknown. It has always been a prominent
and flourishing department of the church work. Fourteen different

brethren have served in the office of superintendent: Rev. L. Shaw,
Mr. Giles, O. Archer, J. R. Tavlor, D. Mussev, Prof. Poor, M. T. Lane,

Mr. Mclntyre, U. T. Nichols, W. F. Abbott, N. Dickinson, C. F. Mallary,

W. Loud, and M. A. Giddmgs, who is the present efficient and popular
superintendent in his tenth year of service. Brethren Giles, Lane, and
Dickinson have been transformed to the Great Teacher's school above.

REVIVALS.

In addition to ordinary religious interest and increase of membership
by conversion from time to time in connection with the usual means of

grace, there have been six seasons of special revivals, when considerable

numbers have been hopefully converted and gathered into the church,

and the church been specially strengthened. These revivals occurred in

the years 1832, 1838, 1852, 1866, 1871 and 1876. At these times the

pastor has been acceptably aided by ministerial brethren from abroad,

both pastors and evangelists. The special meetings resulting in these

revivals have sometimes been held by the church alone, but ordinarily

and tlie most powerful have been union services.

PATRIOTISM.

It is with satisfaction—proud though sad—that we recall to-day the

fact that this congregation has not been wanting in self-sacrificing j^a/ri-

otism. For the preservation of the integrity of tlie union, and for the

maintenance of the national life against armed rebellion, we furnished

thirty-six brave men, whose names we do well to cherish: Amos, Elam
and Sabin Abbott: Lyman B. Holman, Nathan D. Mussey, Jeduthan
Predmore, Jacob T. B. Skillman, Henry Wells, Jr., John S. Raymond,
William A. Frazier, William Chandler, R. F. Selfridge, Frederick Rath,

S. D. Raymond, Cyrus Y. Durand, G. L. Crawford, William Hulsart and
his throe sons, Dexter, Robert and Charles; A. H. Leete, Thomas and
James Moreland, Hannibal Nims, Jacob Rawles, C. P. Dake, I. D. Hans-
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com, David and Dwight Smith, Frank Barber, Eugene and Oscar White,
W. H. Pool, and Thomas, James and Albert Weightman. Of these the

three Abbotts, L. B. Holman, A. H. Leete, Robert Hulsart, Thomas More-
land, Hannibal Nims, Dwight Smith and Eugene and Oscar While died

in the service, nearly one-third of the whole number. The names of all

these soldiers, and especially of these eleven dead heroes and martyrs for

liberty—the libert}' of their country and of all mankind—are a most
precious and highly prized legacy of this Christian congregation.

SINGING.

The service oi" song has always received special attention, and there

has been brought to it more than ordinary musical talent and culture.

Great harmony has, for the most part, characterized the choir, and marked
fidelity and enthusiasm in their work. When such names as, in the

earlier choir, Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Newburv, Mrs. N. Dickinson, Mr. and
Mrs. M. T. Lane, A. Bailey, A. B. Rawles," W. Hulsart, Dr. Leete, H. O.

Smith, S. H. Ewell, Charles Farrar, Dr Loud; and in the late choir Mr.
and Mrs. W. K. Owen, E. C. Newbury, John Ford, J. Vaughan, H. O.
Smith, Dr. Loud, Miss Mary Smith, Miss Mattie Owen, Miss J. Mussey
and Mrs. Rolls are recalled, this fidelity and success will occasion no
surprise.

Nor even in this hasty review must we forget our faithful bell ringer,

Mr. Cyrus Hopkins, who now for thirty-three years lias called the people
together for divine worship.

Only this very brief outline of the history of the church can we take

space to give.

Of the present equipments and outlook of the church, Mr. Fairfield

spoke as follows

:

THE KIND OF A CHURCH THIS IS.

This is a genuine orthodox Congregational church, both in polity and
in doctrine. This church was organized on the "accommodation plan,"

sometimes facetiously, but felicitously called " Presbygationalism." After

a few years of unsatisfactory experience in the use of this "accommoda-
tion plan," the church settled down on the simple Congregational basis,

and on that good old Puritan, and what is far better, gospel foundation,
it stands to-day.

The historic faith of the Congregational churches of our country is one
faith, modified, perhaps, to this extent, that we require of our members
an assent to what are commonly recognized as evangelical doctrines only,
with satisfactory evidences of Christian character.

We believe in the old Bible, and in the whole Bible ; we believe in
the "old, old stor}'," in the old Christ, and in the old salvation from sin

and hell. We have not switched off into Unitarianism or Universalism,
or infidelit}''. In our organization and beliefs we rest on the old founda-
tions, which seem to us as reliable as ever. We have no inclination to

abandon the rock and build on the sand.
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MEMBERSHIP.

Since the organization of the church about six hundred diflFerent per-
sons have been connected with it. The present membership is two hun-
dred and sixty—one hundred males and one hundred_and sixty females.
Two hundred and forty-five are resident.

religious services.

We hold on Sunday preaching services morning and evening, Sun-
day-school at noon, and young people's meeting an hour before the pub-
lic service of the evening. These services are all attended by encourag-
ing members.

We maintain a weekly conference and prayer meeting, formerly held
on Wednesday, but now on Thursday evening, which has an average
attendance of between fifty and sixty.

On the Friday evening preceding the first Sunday of each alternate
month, beginning with January, on which Sunday we celebrate the
Lord's supper, we have a preparatory lecture, which is fully attended.
We also observe the concert of prayer. This takes the place of the weekly
prayer meeting one evening in each month.

We have occasionally a Sunday-school concert in the place of the
usual Sunday evening services, which always attracts the people.

WORKING COMMITTEES.

In addition to the pastor and deacons and co-operating with them>
we have six committees : Standing committee, committee on church
finance and charities, committee on visitation, committee on evangeliza-
tion, committee on Sunday-schools, and a social committee. These are
found convenient and useful arrangements. The officers of the Sunday-
school are chosen by the church annually, on the nomination of the
school.

BENEOVLENT WORK AND ORGANIZATIONS.

We statedly contribute to the foreign missionary cause through the
American Board, to the home missionary cause through the American
Home Missionary Society, to the Southern work through the American
Missionary Association, to the church building cause through the Congre-
gational Union, and to the bible cause through the American Bible Soci-

ety. Our contributions to these various causes have been considerable,
but could be wisely increased, as we hope they will steadily be.

There are connected with this church a woman's missionary society,

a Dorcas society, and children's missionary society—" Little Sunbeams."
These societies are all in good working order and doing satisfactory ser-

vice.

HOW WE RAISE OUR CHURCH EXPENSES.

Means for meeting our home church running expenses arie raised by
the annual renting of the pews, and by renting them on such a plan as

obviates largely the objections ordinarily felt to raising church revenues
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by pew renting. Our plan is to have the abler members of the congre-
gation pay prices for their pews that will meet their personal convictions

of what is their proportion for current expenses, and thus leave seats to

be rented to persons of smaller means, at small rents. It is a principle

with us to see to it that every family in the congregation has a pew,
every one paying something for its occupancy, what he thinks he is able

to pay and that belongs to him to pay. This plan is working very hap-
pily with us. Seats rent from two dollars to two hundred and twenty
dollars. On this system all our families are supplied with desirable sit-

tings, and none are burdened, and an adequate revenue secured to meet
all church expenses.

CHURCH EDIFICE.

We have had three meeting houses, the first erected in 1833, the

second in 1842, and the present commodious and tasteful one was com-
pleted in May, 1877. These have all been on the same lot, and no loca-

tion could be more desirable in the town.
The house is gothic in style, with a commanding tower, and all most

thoroughly and satisfactorily built. The work is first-class work from
foundation to turret, inside and out. The building embraces this audi-

ence room, 65 by 52 feet, seating 600 persons, and can easily accommo-
date 800 people by bringing in extra seats ; a chapel which seats 200, and
can be made to seat 300 by throwing back the sliding doors; a ladies'

parlor, a library room and a Dorcas room ; all these on the first floor.

There are furnace and domestic apartments, cisterns, etc., in the base-

ment. The building is lighted throughout with gas.

The entire cost of this structure, including the furnishing, gas works,
clock in tower, etc., is about $32,000. It is probably as good and as

handsome a building as has ever been erected in the state for this amount
of money. We are particularly happy in saying that it is all absolutely

paid for, and paid for in voluntary contributions in sums ranging from
twxnty-five cents to sixty-two hundred dollars.

From the beginning to the completion of this great enterprise, there

has been the utmost harmony in counsel and execution. All have liad

a " mind to the work," and so " built the wall." I think I am warranted
in saying that not a dollar has been given to this service which the donor
is not glad he gave. For this rare unity, cheerfulness and success in so

large an undertaking, we are called upon this jubilee day to give thanks
to Almighty God.

THE OUTLOOK.

What is the outlook for the church in the future? What should be
its future, in a general way, requires no prophetic faculty to indicate.

What ivill be that future, it is more venturesome to predict. Of one thing
none can doubt : With such antecedents as we have in the Congrega-
tional line, and with such a polity and doctrines, and with such resources

and arrangements for Christian work, and with such promises of the co-
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operation of the Holy Gliost, the Master lias a right to expect of lis some
good and large work for his kingdom.

The pastor concluded his address by indicating in three or four par-
ticulars what he hoped and believed the future of the churcli could be.
" There is no reason why, under such favorable and hopeful circum-
stances, the future activities and usefulness of the church should not be
greatly enlarged and increased. It needs only the personal consecration
of its members to their high and sacred duties, and the presence and
blessings of God's spirit to insure this larger success in the future, and
if there is a genuine and hearty consecration, the Divine favor w'ill not
be wanting.

With singing and benediction the morning exercises were closed.

AfTEENOON lOXERClSEP.

The ])eople in enhanced numbers assembled in the afternoon, when
there was promised a still more interesting and popular programme, as

the history of tlie churcli, with many stirring reminiscences was to be
passed in review. After devotional exercises and singing, the Rev. P. R.
Hurd, D. D., so long the laborious and useful pastor of the church, deliv-

ered an address on "Reminiscences of Romeo (/ongregational Church."
Wo give hcrewitli a summary of this address:

i>K. hurd's addkess.

After some appropriate remarks upon the occasion of the semi-cen-
tennial, Dr. Hurd said :

"Something ought to be said as to the beginning of this church-life,

which has survived so long, and which is so healthy and vigorous to-

day, and something of the man through whose agency it was brought
into being.

" In 1824, when this now great and wealthy Peninsular State was yet
in its infancy, with but few inhabitants, with scarcely an organized
churcli except the Roman Catholic, or an ordained minister of the gos-

pel, there came into it, among the rush of settlers, not for Avorldly gain,
nor for the gratification of human ambition, but for the purpose of preach-
ing the gospel, a man humble and unprepossessing in his appearance, of

no rare gifts or extensive learning, but simple and self-denying in his

habits, and thorouglil}' in earnest in his purpose of doing good. That
man was the Rev. Isaac W. Ruggles, a graduate of Yale College and a
pupil of the celebrated Dr. Dwight, for whom he ever entertained the
highest esteem and even reverence. A descendant of one of the earliest

ministers of Connecticut, he was an inheritor of the promises. He be-
longed also to a missionar\ family. A brother and a sister were among the
early mi.ssionaries to the Sandwich Islands, and the desire had seized him
to be employed in like work. And so, like the ancient patriarch, taking his

staff in his hand he came forth alone, into what was then little better

than a wilderness. Pontiac, because of the Indian post there established,

was then the principal place outside of Detroit, and thither he bent his
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steps and there he settled. * * * On a bfighi summer's day in Au-
gust, just fifty years ago to-day, this saintly man might have been seen

threading the forest between liere and Pontiae, guided by an Indian trail,

and communing with nature and nature's God. What is his errand?
B}^ previous visits the fiict had been ascertained that here were to be
found a few believing souls desirous of entering into covenant relations

as a Christian church, and it is for the ])urpose of consummating this de-

sire that he is wending his way hither on foot in tliis August sun. Look
into that little log school-house where this small company of believers are

assembled. They are but seven in number, the same as the pillars hewn
out by Wisdom in building her house—fewer than the first company of

disciples, but still the worthy seed from whicli has grown this now large

and prosperous churcli.
"' * ''' '' * *

Most fortunate was it in its location. In this corner of the state the

old Puritan way of the churches early took root, and the region soon be-

came the very seed-plot for its wider dissemination. Under the leadersiiip

of this same Father Rugglcs and the Rev. .John Taylor, one of the pioneer

settlers of Romeo, another staunch New Englander, the association and
the conference were established, and the whole machinery of Congrega-
tionalism, as known in its native haunts, put in motiou- The results of

their sagacity ma}' now be seen in the two hundred and twenty-five

churches of our order which dot the state, and which are rapidly increas-

ing every year."

Dr. Hurd spoke of the struggles and adversities of the infant church.
In 1833 a small house of worship was erected, whicli now forms part of

the old academy building; but that soon proved too small, and in 1842
another church was built. In passing Dr. Hurd paid a tribute to the
Romeo academy and its influence u})on the town, giving it an air of in-

telligence and refinement which distinguishes it from any other village.

After some allusion to' other matters. Dr. Hurd proceeded to sj)eak more
particularly of his own personal ministry in the church.

" My first Sabbath witJi you was November 12, 1849. '•' * ''' Your
village was then by no means the pleasant place of residence it now is.

Not a rod of sidewalk had been built, and as the winter proved to be an
open one the mud was of course deep, and navigation in the streets on
foot difficult. It required a good deal of courage to get to church on the
Sabbath, and it could only be accomplished by wading. The houses on
these streets, too, were anything but the elegant residences you now see.

Most of them were of a very humble order. But the people themselves
were joyous and comfortable. Scarcely was extreme poverty known
among them."

Dr. Hurd proceeded to describe the old church, with its inconven-
iently high galleries, its pews with their locked doors, and the uncarpeted
floor. It was, moreover, a joint-stock association, manv pew-owners be-

ing members neither of the church nor of the society, and renting their

pews for their own profit.

"The new pastor soon penetrated the difficulty, and resolutely under-
took its removal. The plan hit upon was to induce the owners interested

in the welfare of the church, to relincjuish their pews to the society for a
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single year, as an experiment, to be rented for that period at auction to
the highest bidder. The plan was cheerfully adopted, and worked so
well the first year that it was concluded to try it another. The next year
was still more successful, the current expenses, heretofore raised with
much time and labor by subscription, being thus easily provided for in

the short space of a single hour. The way was now open for a perma-
nent arrangement of the same kind. A majority of the pews were for-

mally deeded to the society, and the policy of purchasing the rest, as-

they could be obtained, inaugurated. From that time success was as-

sured. The growth of the congregation was steady and healthful. The
interior of the house was soon torn out and rebuilt, the gallery lowered,
the pews re-arranged without the troublesome doors, the walls frescoed

with paper, the floor carpeted, and the stoves exchanged for a furnace."

Dr. Hurd spoke of his early experiences with the Romeo church, his

permanent installment after the six months, and the healing of the old

divisions in the church. He said :

" Twenty years and upward did this pastorate, thus begun, continue
—nearly one-half of the church's entire existence, quite one-half, frac-

tions excluded, up to the time of its close. And now what shall be said

of it? On looking back upon it it is to be gracefully admitted that,

though one of unceasing anxiety and toil, it was to me by far the pleas-

antest period of my life. It embraced my chief life work, and was
replete with substantial enjoyment. During all these years we dwelt
together in the utmost harmony and love. I am sure that I loved you,,

and I was not without many tokens of its return."

Dr. Hurd did not attempt to review the history of the church after

his own pastorate, but congratulated the church upon its present pros-

perous condition, and especially upon the completion of its beautiful and
commodious house of worship, " without the questionable luxury of a
debt." He spoke at length upon the dangers which at present especially

assail the church, and concluded as follows:
" You will not doubt me when I express to you, on this joyful occa-

sion, my best wishes, my most fervent prayers, for your future prosperity.

God grant that, as one after another, you join the happy throng that

have gone before to glory, there may never be wanting those of a like

spirit to take your places ; and that the lapse of another half-century

may find this dear church, for which I was permitted to labor and pray
so long, still remaining the same bright and shining light that it ever
has been, only enlarged in numbers, and reflecting with increased bril-

liancy the lovely graces of the Christian character."

DR. HOLLISTER AND THE ROMEO ACADEMY.

Dr. Kurd's address was followed by another on " Romeo Academy

—

its Men and its Work"—by Dr. J. H. HoUister, of Chicago, an old resi-

dent of Romeo. There was added interest in this address from the fact

that the speaker was the first child baptized in the church.
The Romeo Academy has been one of the most notable schools of

learning in the state. It was the development, after the New England
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. pattern, of the district school into a higher institution of learning, and
was in its day well known and patronized throughout all this region of

the state. From its halls have gone forth many men and women now
active and prominent in all the walks of life. This academy was opened
in 1835.

The substance of Dr. Hollister's address is as follows

:

Ladies and Gentlemen : Citizens of my beloved old Home—The
Hebrew bondsman rejoiced in his freedom at the end of fifty years, but
it is otherwise with me. It is your semi-centennial, your year of jubilee,

out I find myself a captive here to-day, bound to this spot by ties which
the years have not broken, by memories that may not be severed.

I stand before you to speak of the events of other years, and as I re-

view them, one by one, there is a kind of mournful sadness in their very
silence. Those years that so pulsated with living activities are mute as
marble to-day, and if I call to them and bid them recount what they
beheld, they only echo back to me the words I speak.

I ask, will they come back to use no more? x\nd their plaintive
murmur comes back to me in reply, " No more."

Are their pages all turned and their records in all the future to be
to us as a sealed book? And they reply, "As a sealed book."

Are those that lived and walked beside us, and cheered us on the
way—those that slumber on the yonder green hillside—are they to meet
us here never again? And they answer, " Never again."

And again I ask them, Is there an utter severance of ourselves from
all that has gone before? Will they not speak to us by tender memo-
ries, tried and true ? And the years are answering, " By tender memo-
ries, tried and true." And this is the language of this hour, as the
breathings of affection wake those tender cords to harmonies which this

day has the right to inspire.

Is it not meet then, that I with unskilled hand should hesitate to

touch the delicate strings and seek responses befitting the hour? And I

am grappling with another question here and now, that of my own per-

sonal identity. Am I not a stranger in your midst? How then shall I,

a stranger, subserve the object of your gathering? The thoughts that

come to me from out the past seem like veriest dreams. And can you not
understand me when I say that I seem to dream that I am dreaming? Is

it real ? Are these the streets I first began to tread ? Was it on yonder
hillside that I first lingered to behold the glories of the setting sun as

the lengthening shadows spread their beautiful yet sombre drapery on all

the woodland far away, stirred in heart by strange emotions I knew not
how to formulate ?

Yes, there is that hillside, crowned now as not then with beautiful

homes, and there far away stretches that grand old forest, wasting and
waning before the hand of toil, and there are faces here and there before
me that tell me of the former years, and brows that are frosted by the
silvery touch of time, so that despite the changes that have come to me and
.to all I see around me, I am constrained to the conclusion that this is

verily my childhood home And so I, your child of other years, come
back to rehearse to you my childhood memories—memories that have



444 Pioneer Society of Michigan.

stood the test of time, while my work was otherwhere, till my form is

growing old, and my locks are growing gray.

The doctor then spoke without manuscript as follows:

My friends, I have been requested to give to you to-day my remem-
brance of the old Romeo Academy, to speak of its work and of its men.
This is a work which I hesitate to attempt, for while there is much of

that early historv that I do well remember, there are many events that
escape me after forty years, and many names that should here have place,

that mine at best must be an unfinished work to be completed by other
hands as they perfect the records of the " Olden Times."

Let me then place in brief review the persons and the events which,
as my memory serves, slionld stand related to that early time.

The speaker then recalled the names of Asahael Bailey and Mr. Finch,
of Gad Chamberlain, Gideon Gates, and Roswell Webster, and the loca-

tion of the old school house nearly midway between them, while farther

north was Sewell Hovey, northwest was Deacon Rogers, east was Erastus
Day, southeast William Abbott, south Mr. Foot and Gurdeon Hovey, and
a few other families active in the formation of the first district school
variously located, in the spring of 1828. He spoke of the success of

the district school, of the growing needs of better advantages as the
children were coming on to riper years. He said the academj' that came
to be demonstrated its reason deceive by a strong and vigorous being and
showing success by succeeding.

When in the fullness of time, the academy was to be, he recited the
names of many of the old citizens whose families were already growing
up and in present need of such an institution. Among those named
were Mr. Jacob Beekman, Mr. N. T. Taylor. Asahel Bailey, the Gilbert
family, Willard Guild, Samuel El well, William Abbott, Captain Cham-
berlain, Elijah Look, Henry Wells, Asa Holman, Mr. Standish, Erastus
Day, Jacob Skillman, Sr., the Buzzell family. Mr. Raymond, A. W. Ster-

ling, and manj' others.

And then he gave a list of the younger married men, who, while yet
their families were young, still gave to the new enterprise their hearty
support. Among those named were M. T. Lane, Charles Farrar, Dr.
Jeremiah Sabin, Dr. J. P. Whitney, Amos Palmer, Dennis Scranton,
Martin Southwell. Mr. Winans, Mr. vSage, John Maitland, Henry Howarth,
William Hulsart, Martin Buzzell, Linus Gilbert, Isaac Gilbert, Amos
Hewett, Darius Elwell, Dwell Rix.

And still another, was a class of young men, all marriageable, whose
needs were all prospective, the very mention of whom is to-day a little

amusing, as coming under this list. Among them as named were:
Aaron B. Rawles, John W. Dyar, Calvin A. Shaw, D. C. Walker, Dexter
Mussey, Asa and Jerry Ayers, Dr. H. B. Teed, Grin Southwell, Abijah
Palmer, Nathan Palmer. Allen Buzzell, Carlton Sabin, Silas McKeen,
Charles Chaniberlain, Sidney M.Kidder, Horace- Bogart, James^Snover^
Jacob Smith, Blake Barrows, Joseph Gilbert.

Under the head of teachers, reference was especially made to Miss
Jerusha Shaw, hiter Mrs. Owen, as the originator of the first private
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school, and to her personal agency in securing a principal for the acad-

emy that was to be.

The speaker then referred very fully to the coming to lionieo of Or-
non Archer as the first principal of the Romeo Academy, and to the

organization of that school in the fall of 1835. He spoke first of Mr.
Archer's manner, second of his methods, third of his peculiar power as a
teacher, and of the eminence and popularity of his teaching, making-
brief reference to his political aspiration which finally paved the way {o^

his failure.

The Doctor ventured to recount, as far as memory would serve, the

families represented in that school. Of the Abbotts, Franklin, Norman,
Isaac, Jane, Elizabeth and Mary; of the Beekmans, James, Caroline and
John; of the Buzzells, Allan and Stephen; of the Baileys, Prudence and
Maria; of the Chamberlains, Joseph, Nelson and .James; of the Days,
Daniel, Levi and Lucinda; of the l^odges, Julia ; of the Swells, Holbrook,
Hall, Jane and Nancy; of the Gilberts, Joseph and Ira; of the Farrars,

Merrill and Charles; of the Holmans, Sumner, George, Laura, Elizabeth
and Cynthia; of the Looks, Asher, James and Eliza; of the Raymonds,
Samuel and younger sisters; of the Skillmans, .Jacob, Abram, Isaac and
the tiiree sisters; of the Standish, Susan; of the Wells, Llenry, etc.

From another list of those coming from out of town he noted the fol-

lowing: The Thurstons, Stockton, Bancroft, Hurd, Freemans, Fuller,

Benedict, Peter Myers, Ducing and others. Among the young ladies

mentioned were Miss Juliette McKean, the Misses Burbank, the Misses
Comstock, Miss Westbrook, Miss Louisa Benedict, Miss Bancroft, Miss
Lucinda Markham, and perhaps others.

Dr. Hollister next referred to the school exercises, referring first to

the morning hour of prayer, before which the scriptures were read and
each pupil was accustomed to recite from memory a single scripture text.

He gave a graphic description of the inner working of the school, the
blackboard exercises in mathematics, and the classes in the classics and
philosophy.

He dwelt especially upon the exercises of Wednesday afternoon, which
was declamation and composition day. Among the declaimers he cited

Nelson Chamberlain as coming down to the front and reciting, with all

the gravity of Webster himself, Webster's speech, commencing with the

words, " Venerable men, you have come down to us from a former gener-
ation." Then he pictured Green Freeman and his animated renderiiag

of Pitt's reply to Fox in the words, "Sir, the atrocious crime of being a
young man, which the honorable gentleman has charged upon me, I

shall neither attempt to palliate or deny."
And then he brought Harvey Fuller to the front, the natural born

orator, recalling his recital of Absalom, by Willis, commencing thus:
" The waters slept; night's silvery vail hung low on Jordan's bosom, and
the eddies curled their glassy rings beneath it like the still unbroken
beating of the sleeper's pulse."

Then came James Beekman and his splendid recitals of the chase and
of the encounter of Fitz James and Roderic Dhu. Edward Tavlor asain
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gave the rendering, " The boy stood on the burning deck," James Cham-
berlain was at " the burial of Sir John Moore."

Henry Wells was associated with Byron's Waterloo, and Franklin
Abbott's recital of the scripture text of Judah's plea before Joseph for the
release of Bejamin was remembered as one of singular beauty and power.

Next came the reference to compositions, with a brief recital of the
struggles and trials, of the successes and failures which were incident to

thjit exercise. He would not give the name or subject of one composi-
tion, but it was very like one just given by Gen. Nettleton, as having
been read after a desperate command in the General's school at an early

day in Indiana. The composition ran thus :
" About virtue. Virtue is

a good thing to git holt of. If a feller gits a holt of virtue he'd better

keep holt."

The Doctor also referred to the school paper named " The Aurora
Borealis," edited by N. P. Chamberlain. His description of the literary

efforts were amusing, and he could recall snatches of what there ap-

peared. He said Holbrook Ewell was the poet laureate, and cited sev-

eral fragments as he recalled them to mind. One a heading to an article :

written in a hurry, for which the press was waiting:

" Here comes a single line for the Aurora,
Hot pressed and writ in a hurry."

Late at school one afternoon and muddj'- at that, he wrote :

" A long road that never turns,

A soggy stick that never burns,

A curious man that never sighs,

And THIS road that never dries."

This was another of the poet's drives

:

" When Adam first beheld his wife

He gratefully called her woo-man,
But when the apple made his stomach ache,

He changed that name to wo-man
;

But now the women are so full of whims,
The people call them lohim-men !"

Closing his references to school exercises, the speaker next referred to

the Romeo lyceum as closely related to the academy, and asked Mr. Dyar
if he remembered how he used to officiate as reader of communications
in that august assemblage, to which Mr. Dyar, who was present, replied

that he not only remembered the fact, but had some of the identical arti-

cles still preserved.

Reference was then made, in a most feeling manner, to the great

revival in the spring of 1838, and to the great number of persons coming
under its influence, citing the names of many who dated their conversion

to that time, and who now, though widely scattered, still gave evidence
of the genuineness of that work.

The Doctor then spoke of the ladies' school of Miss Martha Make-
peace, later Mrs. E. W. Giddings, referring to the beautiful culture of the
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lady, and of the loving remembrances that are to-day still cherished by
her pupils. On the fly-leaf of many a small Bible is that name written.

•He then spoke of his three years absence pursuing his studies else-

where, and of his finding upon his return the school reorganized and
flourishing under the direction of Prof. Nutting and his estimable wife

and his daughter Miss Marcia. He named some of the pupils in Prof.

Nutting's school : Andrews, Johnson, the Trowbridges, the Parks, Wat-
tles, Allison, Donaldson, Cooper, Poppleton, Welch, Hall, Lane, the

Holmans, Farrars, Sexton, Leete, Ames, the Chandlers, the Hodges, the

Harts, Kerchival, the Brownrows, the Burts, the Taylors, Nuttings,

Wells, Newbur}', Beckmans, Parmalee, Owen, and of the young ladies,

Misses Dickinson, Mary Taylor, Delia Newbury, Mary Mack, Lorissa

Prentiss, the Misses Leete, Maria Holenbeck, Kate Trowbridge, Caddy
Beekman, Augusta Abel, the four Windiates, Miss Henry, Melissa Crit-

tendens, the Bronsons, Miss Cole, Miss Calkins, and others w^hose names
did not recur to him.

He said the description of the academy under Prof. Nutting's admin-
istration and its later history must be committed to other hands.

His closing words were, in substance, these : It remains to say in

closing, that to me the memories of that olden time are very precious.

Precious, the remembrance of that noble band of young men and women
who went out from that school to bless the world.

Precious, those many youthful gatherings where joyous mirth and
innocence went hand in hand.

Precious the early history of our village, where the seeds of infidelity

and intemperance and of impurity had not been sown.

Precious the privilege of such a birthright as was here the common
heritage in the earlier days of Romeo.

Blessings upon those noble fathers and mothers who builded so much
better than they knew, and blessings upon the children who shall follow

in their footsteps.

Dr. Hollister, in his address, lived over again those brightest days of

life, childhood and youth at school, and as he recalled the many actors

in this little stage of earnest struggles and efforts, with many a scene,

amusing or pathetic, brought vividly back to mind, his audience were
forced to share in his interest, and were delighted and entertained be-

yond measure by the lively and graphic recital.

At the conclusion of Dr. HoUister's address, which was the crowning
feature of the day, a few remarks were made by Father Stone, the only
surviving member of the original church, and the afternoon exercises

closed with singing.

EVENING SEKVICES.

At six the ladies of the church served a most bountiful and elegant

collation in the spacious parlors of the church, which were crowded with
members and visitors. An hour was given to delightful social inter-

course.

In the evening letters and telegrams were read from former pastors

^nd members of the congregation, expressing great regret that they were
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unable to be present, and sending their congratulatious, and very inter-

esting remarks were made by some of the older resident members and
by the pastors of tiie neighboring churches, closing with a song service

given by a remarkably well trained choir and a most charming bevy of

boys and girls representing the primary department of tiie Sunday-
school, which was full of interest and very enjoyable. It was listened to

by a large audience. This closed the exercises attendant upon this semi-

centennial, which was in every respect a great success.

OAKLAND COUNTY.
Htifpomo.vr. Ks-^av Rk\d uy Robert Yerkes at tjie Dedication- ok the Town IIai.l, at

Novi, September 9th, 1876.

Perhaps most of us under estimate the importance attaching to the

inception and early growth of the township. Each anniversary of our

national birthday is heralded w^th all the " pomp and circumstance of

war," and greeted by the enthusiasm of a vast population; yet the

Union is made up of states, the states of counties, the strong abutment
of which is the township. Besides the primary value of the town as the

unit in our political system there are other reasons why we should honor

its birth, and place that period of time on the list of our gala daj'^s.

The early history of every community is inseparably connected with the

trials and struggles of its founders. Here it may be the}^ have fought

the battle of life in the first ardor of youth—with the trained courage of

man or womanhood, or t!ie gravity of old age. There are many who
know no other land as their birthplace; its current history has been
their household talk; its ways and by-ways their frequented haunts; its

green spring lime and glorious autumn their familiar sights, and its six

miles square of field and woodland the dearest spot on earth. Let us then

for an hour leave our politics, our fields, the daily round of work, and
give that time to the early and fast fading history of our township.

I do not propose to give that history in full or carry it down to the

present time in all its minutia. Such a paper would require weeks to

write and a day to read. But I will sketch as rapidly as I can its early

hi.story, and give some anecdotes and events which serve to illusti^te the

condition and spirit of the times. That community is fortunate indeed

which after the lapse of fifty years retains among its first settlers enough
with memory intact, who, by their concurring testimony, can establish

beyond dispute the facts of its history.

The first settlement of Novi can thus be established and clearly

verified. On its southeastern border are two men, Thomas Pinkerton

and William Yerkes, who came into the town in the early spring of

1825. At this time there was no clearing, house, or white settler within

its present limits. They then entered the land on which they now re-

side; returned east and moved from the shores of Seneca lake, in the

state of New York, upon this land the next spring, and have lived on
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the same farms without interruption until the present time. They liad,

therefore, a good standpoint from which to witness its early growth and
later progress. They are men of undoubted truth, of more than average
observation, both of good, and one at least, Thomas Pinkerton, of super-
lative memory—recalling the events of his past life, both in matter and
date, with the accuracy of tlie written record. With these two men
came fourteen individuals, making sixteen in all, eleven of whom are
alive at the present time, and from some of these I have gained valuable
information.

Without further preliminaries we will come at once to the first entries
of land made in this town

:

September 3d, 1824, John Gould, N. E. {, section 36.

September 20th, 1824, Pitts Taft, on sections 33 and 34 ; Joseph Eddy,
on section 34; Erastus Ingersoll, on section 24; Benjamin Bentley, on
sections 23 and 25.

September 26th, 1824, Benjamin Bentley, on section 25.

October 7th. 1824, Timothy Farles, on section 25 ; N. C. Prentiss, on
sections 15 and 22; Cornelius Davis, on section 15; Robert McKinney,
on section 23.

1825 ENTRIES.

March Pith, John Powers, section 26; John Hiles, section 26.

March 18th, Samuel Mansfield, section 35.

April 22d, Millard Wadsworth, section 23.

April 30th, AVm. Yerkes, sections 35 and 36; Thomas Pinkerton, sec-

tion 25.

Mav 10th, Samuel Ilungerford, section 27; Erastus Ingersoll, sec-

tion 24.

May 16th, Philo Hungerford, section 34.

June 1st, Reuben Fitzgerald, 34 and 36.

June 7th, Samuel Hungerford, section 34 ; James Wilkinson, section 34.

June 13th, Ricmond Simmons, section 15 ; Ephraim Hicks, section 14.

June 22d, Ebenezer Stewart, section 33 ; Nathan Powers, E. | S. E. I,
section 32; Wm. Tenney, section 3.

October 8th. Thomas Watts, sections 26 and 27.

1826 ENTRIES.

June 29th, Joseph Yerkes, section 25.

September 1st, John Spinning, W. ^ S. W. }, section 35.

September 5th, John Spinning, section 12.

September 25th, Joshua Philips, section 14.

October 31st, Benjamin A. Hance, section 2.

• November 16th, Charles C. Reynolds, section 12.

1827 ENTRIES.

March 22d, David A. Simmons, E. h N. E. |, section 23; Mary Mc-
Comber, E. | N. W. i, section 24.

May 24th, James Vanduvne, section 26.
29
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June 6th, Wm. B. Garfield, section 25.

June 23d, Gamaliel Simmons, section 27.

June 25th, Samuel White, section 28.

June 26th, Ira Crawford, section 1.

September 18th, William Rice, W. J S. E.

1828 ENTRIES.

.June 2d, Randall Chapman, section 28.

June 5th, Abraham Vandyne, section 35.

August 1st, Thomas McGould, E. ^ N. E. l, section 26 ; Thomas Mc-
Gould, W. I S. E. i, section 23.

December 23d, Lyman W. Andrus, section 27.

1829 entries.

March 23d, Lucy Hungerford, section 23.

June 16th, Lyman W. Andrus, section 21 ; Samuel Hungerford, sec-

tion 11.

•July 25th, Samuel B. Mufford, section 13.

September 19th, David Guile, section 23.

October 21st, Charles Thornton, section 27.

In 1830 there were 23 entries.

A majority of these entries were made by persons from three counties

in New York, namely Seneca, Ontario and Wayne.
Number of entries: 1824, 10; 1825, 18; 1826, 6; 1827, 8; 1828, 5;

1829, 10; 1830, 23.

The first white settler in Novi was Erastus Ingersoll, who in 1825
moved from Ontario county. New York, upon the E. ^ of S. W. I of sec-

tion 24, on what has been known since as the Bishop place. The next
was John Gould, who came the same spring upon the N. E. ^ of section

36. Pitts Taft and Joseph Eddy followed the same season, making four

settlers in 1825.

In the spring of 1826 Wm. Yerkes and Thomas Pinkerton came, one
on section 35 and 36, the other on section 25. In the fall of that year

Samuel Hungerford came on section 27 ; Daniel Bentley on section 25

;

James Wilkinson on section 24, and Benjamin Hungerford on section 33.

In 1827, John Hiles on section 26 ; Sarah Thornton on section 27

;

Benjamin Hance on section 2; Mary McComber on section 24; Thomas
Mulford on section 13 ; Myra Garfield on section 24.

Among those who came here in 1828 were Smith Parks, Isaac Van-
duyne, Philip Shaw, Randall Chapman, Lyman Andrews, John Ren-
wick, Col. Spencer, Cornelius Austin, James Mallory, Deacon Vaughn,
John Mitchell, Stanton Hazzard, etc.

The first assessment made in this town was in 1826, Wm. Morris and
S. V. R. Trowbridge were the assessors. Thomas Pinkerton had 240
acres of land and paid three dollars tax and one and one-half days' road
work.

In the winter of 1827 the legislative council organized the township
of Farmington; and Novi, Lyon, Milford and Commerce were attached
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to it for township purposes. Novi was called West Farmington, and
L3^on was called Farmington, jr. The first justice of the peace in this

town was Wm. Yerkes, appointed by the governor of the territory, Gen.
Cass, in 1827.

The first township meeting held under the organization just alluded
to, was at Robert Wixom's, on the first Monday in April, 1827; three
assessors were elected at that time, Samuel Mead, Philip Marlatt and
Wm. Yerkes. The election was held in Farmington four years, once at

Robert Wixom's, once at Philbrick's, and twice at Soloman Walker's.

In the fall of 1830 the inhabitants assembled to choose a name for

the town, and petition the legislative council for a separate organization.

The name of Novi had been suggested by Mrs. Dr. J. C. Emery, and was
presented to the meeting by her husband. Other names were offered,

among which were Republic and Benlake. A ballot was taken and the
present name chosen. Most of the settlers were tired of a long name,
such as Farmington, it was a bother to write it. They wanted a short

name, and any one who has had much town business to do will readily
assent to the wisdom of their choice.

The name was sent on to the council, together with the petition for

organization. The request of the inhabitants was granted and the town
organized and named.

When the matter was before the council, one James Kingsley, of Ann
Arbor, growled terribly about the name, remarking that if he had not
forgotten his Latin, it meant, " Was known, unknown, or forgotten."

The first town meeting held in Novi was at the house of Cyrenius
Simmons, where George Dennis now lives. Samuel Hungerford was
elected supervisor and Lyman Andrews clerk ; Stanton Hazzard, Asa
Smith, and Samuel Hungerford, justices of the peace. The first training
(they used to train in those days), was when Novi was attached to Farm-
ington, and was held at Robert Wixom's. Thomas Pinkerton warned
out the men, John Gould, Wm. Yerkes, Erastus Ingersoll, M. Vanam-
burg, Henry Harrington, C. Austin, Benjamin Hance, were all. Think
what an army to defend the town

!

The first white child born in this town was Mary Gould, Jan. 2, 1826

;

the first death, Mrs. Polly Gould ; the first marriage, Benjamin Welch
and Susan Boughton; the first store, John Brown, at Novi Corners; the
first saw-mill, David Guile, on the outlet of Walled lake, one-half mile
south and one-fourth mile east of Novi Corners ; first blacksmith shop,
David Guile, on the west side of the F. & P. M. R. R., where it crosses

the south line of section 23 ; the first cooper shop, Joseph Eddy, on sec-

tion 34, by the old cider mill on Benajah Aldrich's place; first frame house
was built by Saville Aldrich on section 34 ; first frame barn, Wm. Yerkes,
on section 35 ; first church, the Baptist at Novi Corners. The first school
house was built on section 33, on the Pitts Taft place, base line. The
first school was kept by Hiram Wilmarth, in the winter of 1827-28.
This school house and school are described by a brother historian some-
what as follows : The floor and seats were made of slabs split from bass-
wood logs ; the seats were elevated by means of iron-wood poles called

legs, driven into two-inch auger holes bored through the slabs, and were
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thus easily made to accommodate scholars of every age and size. The
writing desks were made by boring holes in the logs at the side of the
building and driving in pins, on which were fastened rough boards.

Mr. Wilmarth was an excellent teacher ; he taught three months, and
twenty-six days to the month ; holding school from sunrise till sundown
without intermission, boarded himself and furnished firewood to warm
the house, for the sum of seventy-five cents per scholar during the term.
Tliere was another school house erected a little later, further down the

base line, just where that splendid row of maples comes up to Clark
Griswold's barn. This house was built on contract by Bela Chase ; was
well done, the floor made of hewn logs with a trap door in the centre,

all seated and ready to run for the sum of thirty-five dollars. Under
this trap door, mentioned above, was an excavation, the dirt being
thrown back against the logs on either side. By whose order this infer-

nal pit was made I do not know, but I do know that it was the cause of

much anxiety to me in my very early days. Just down the bank from
where the school house stood was a low, wet piece of land, the haunt of

countless Massasaugers, and it was industriously circulated by the schol-

ars and teacher, too, that they made a stopping place under the floor of

the house. Well, this pit was used as a place of punishment for the

scholars. You will say that is a snake story. So it is, but it is true never-

theless. When but three years old I have looked on things there which
I can never forget ; dark pictures that will hang on memory's walls until

those walls are ruined by death. I have seen boys, and girls even, resist

their introduction to that second Hades, with all the determination that

convulsive terror could inspire, and when forced at last beneath the trap

door by far superior strength, they would sink away with a wail of utter

despair. Right glad am I that this relic of a barbarous inquisitorial

age has passed away ; that in the increasing light of the nineteenth cen-

tury it has faded into a thing of the past, never more to becloud life's

young day, or blot with infamy the chronicles of modern times.

Tlie first physician was J. C. Emery, from Seneca county, state of New
York, who arrived here in 1830.

The first postoffice was established at the house of .John Gould, in

1828. After Mr. Gould removed from the town Dr. J. C. Emery was ap-

pointed in his place and held the office until it was discontinued.

The first hotel was kept by R. Sherman, one mile west and north of

Novi corners, by the old Gardner stand. The first sermon was preached

at the house of John Gould, (section thirty-six), by a Methodist circuit

rider, whose name is unknown to me. The first wagon shop, Ruleph
Sebring, on section thirty-six, northeast corner. Shoe shop, Zachariah
Eddy, section thirty-five. Furnace, G. W. Pinney, West Novi. Distil-

lery, Pitts Taft, section thirty-four, base line.

The first plank road in town was built by Erastus Ingersoll. It was
located on the town line east of section twenty-four on a low, wet piece of

road; was constructed of hewn timbers, each piece about fifty feet long,

placed lengthwise of the roadway. The space between the timbers was
filled with cross-pieces for the team to travel on. On each side of the

squared timbers were rolled huge logs to keep the wagon wheels from
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running off the track. It worked nicely when it was new ; those who
drove over it thought the teamster's millennial had come ; but by and by
the timbers shrunk away from each other, leaving crevices into which

the wheels would run, and then a pull sideways would break the wheel

or throw the team on the logs outside the road. It became quite dan-

gerous at last, and was entirely removed.
The second plank road was laid through the town about 1850. It

was constructed on what used to be the United States military road, laid

out from Detroit to Grand Haven. The third plank road was from Novi

to Commerce, was remarkable chiefly for the loss it occasioned the stock-

holders and for giving the lawyers the case of Pettibone vs. the Novi and
Commerce Plankroad Company, and to jurisprudence the celebrated de-

cision afflrming the divisibility of contracts.

The first and only railway was laid in 1871.

The first mowing machine in town was invented and used by Erastus

Ingersoll. It consisted of a section of a hollow buttonwood log, about

thirty inches long, placed in a vertical position on wheels, or rollers. The
motive power was in the inside of the hollow section, and consisted of

several cog-wheels, one or two bands, and some other fixtures that are

now forgotten. The cutting knives were short pieces of scythes, fastened

close to the lower edge of the hollow log. The team was hitched to a

tongue made of a long crooked limb, in order to place them on the mown
grass, and the machine behind that. When the team started the motion
of the rollers forced the gearing into action ; this gave a rotary motion to

the hollow section, and the knives went around with a buzz, cutting

everything before them. Mr. Ingersoll carried a model of this to Wash-
ington in 1827 and got a patent on it. He came home and called his

neighbors together for a trial of the new machine. The mower was
placed on the "Ingersoll swamp" and started. It cut first-rate for three

or four rods, when the keen edge of the knives disappeared, and not hav-

ing any shoulder or guards to work against they refused to do duty. The
genius of the deacon was equal to the emergency, (in prospective at least).

He proposed to attach a grind-stone in away that would make the knives

sharpen themselves as tliey revolved. A plgtform for grain was to be

added, a threshing machine following would deliver the grain ready

cleaned into bags, which one man would tie up and tumble off, and the

work was done. He had a recommend already made out, which his

neighbors signed after cutting down a good deal. He then went east

among his old friends in the state of New York, and came back loaded

witli the spoils of victory.

There is an addendum to this piece of history, which it will not do to

pass over. Mr. Ingersoll had a very fine young peach orchard, and in

one corner of the field was an old basswood stump. A man going that

way one afternoon set fire to this stump with his sun-glass, (to light his

pipe, I suppose). That night some envious vandal cut down one-half of

the orchard. The next morning the deacon, seeing the catastrophe,

became exceedingly alarmed lest all his buildings should be destroyed.

The story soon got round that Ingersoll's mowing machine had got loose
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in the night, cut down his peach orchard, set fire to a stump in the corner
of the field and disappeared in the darkness.

I have ransacked the encyclopedia, have searched diligently through
the one hundred years of American Progress, and it is my candid opin-
ion that Erastus Ingersol], of town one north, of range eight east was the
inventor of the first mowing machine ever used in America.

There were mighty hunters in those days. The necessities of their

situation, the scantiness of their larder, and above all the innate love of
woodcraft which drew many of the settlers to their new homes, made
them skillful in the hunter's art. And game was plenty ; the bear and
wolf were frequently found, while all along the outlet of Walled lake was
a paradise for deer, and from thence they ranged over all the adjacent
country. But my young friends must not think they were as easy to kill

as a woodchuck. Then, as now, they were sharp-eyed, quick-eared and
light-footed. They generally saw you before j^ou saw them. A whistle

would draw your attention to a white spot of tail, instantly disappearing
in the brushwood. A successful hunter must move stealthily—must have a
true rifle, and the will and power to use it with instant and deadly eflPect.

There were some who could not always do this. I have in my mind
a story which I have often heard, and I will tell it to you as it was told

to me, being careful that it lose nothing at my hands. One of the set-

tlers, a rather slender young hunter—since rounded out into a portly,

good-looking old gentleman—had a boarding place about a mile from
his farm. It was all woods between the two places ; through this woods
a path was marked, over which our hero traveled every day with rifle in

hand. Once he was to escort a 3''oung lady friend by this path to some
place on the other side the woods. He had his rifle as usual, and before

starting made some dire threats about what he would do if he saw a deer,

giving orders to the effect, that if they heard his gun they might pre-

pare for hanging up some venison. When about half way through the
woods, sure enough a large buck walked square into the path ahead of him
and stopped. Our hunter was very anxious to kill that deer; you know
how it is yourself, young man. If you are trying hop, skip, or a square
stand and jump, and Kate or Sally are looking on, you are greatly elated

if you can land just about one foot over your opponent, and correspond-
ingly depressed if you fall that much short. Well, our young Nimrod
raised his rifle and pulled the trigger. Off" went the gun and away
went the deer; they always run, even when shot through the heart.

But the hunter did not stop to look for any marks of wounded game.
Close to where the deer stood was a maple sapling, which all at once
turned its topmost branch silentl3^ but quickly over, until it hung down
by its side, displaying about ten feet above the animal's back the unmis-
takable marks of a gunshot wound.

You can guess the rest; how the maiden's laugh that rang music
through the wood, sent discord into his soul ; how he cursed the telltale

bough that hung above his head ; as with empty rifle he strode down
that woodland path; and how in his reflections that night on the misad-
venture of the day, he came to the conclusion that the most uncertain
of all things in this world was the way of a bullet in the air.
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A good many years ago the raccoons were quite thick, commencing
early to destroy the corn in the fields along the base line. Northville
was then a straggling little place, and some of its clerks and others who
had not much to do, expressed a great deal of sympathy for the farmers^

and offered to come over and kill the varmints. Of course this was kind
in them ; they were invited to do so. They came with the moonlight
nights, and their dogs and guns made a terrible racket along the corn
fields. Sometimes, but not often, they would fall a tree in true coon-
hunter style. I was young then and thought that when I got older it

would be fun for me to hunt coon ; but was sure if they kept on till the
end of autumn there would not be as many raccoons left in Oakland
county as came out of Noah's ark. However, it soon turned out that

their dogs were trained to bark at nothing, their guns were fired at the
same animal, and the farmers' melon patches told the rest of the melon-
choly tale.

An incident has been related to me, illustrating how old practices are
sometimes broken up in a hurry. When the first frame barn in this

town was ready to go up, the owner on going round to ask the hands to

assist, gave each one notice that no whisky would be used at the raising.

It was a large barn with heavy timbers, and the opinion was confidently

expressed that it could not be raised without the " flowing bowl." The
day came, and when everything was ready the word was given to raise

the first i)ent. The men who believed it could not be done without
liquor were determined to make a test case of it. So they drew off in a
body and refused to touch the timber. The temperance men seized the
bent, raised it to its place and fastened it there amid the most deafening
cheers; whereupon the other side rushed in with good humor, and the
barn was raised in a hurry.

It had always been held by good men before this that you could not
raise a barn or a baby without whisky, but from that time on they raised

a great many of both without that article.

Those who have been much on the frontier readily agree that noplace
furnishes so manj^ differing types of character as a new settlement ; and
any who have read Cooper's novels and made themselves familiar with
that character which, under the various names of Leather Stocking,

Hawkeye and Trapper, runs through several of his works, would no-

doubt have found his parallel in our own town, one who resided here in

an early day. I had often heard his name spoken, coupled with remarks
which led me to believe that he was an eccentric man, and since com-
mencing this sketch have inquired more particularl}"^ and have learned
the following:

Joseph Eddy emigrated originally from far up the Hudson river and
settled near Auburn, N. Y. He lived here until pride, as he termed it,,

began to dot the country with frame housen. He then moved to Alle-

ghany county, same state. Here he resided until there M^ere too many
openings in the woodlands, too much talk about "frame housen," and
too much pride. He packed up again, and at the end of a tedious jour-
ney reached Wayne county, N. Y., where he settled near Sodus bay.
Here he remained some time, but by and by emigration poured in; the
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scenes around his early home were re-enacted, "frame housen" began to

appear and pride to show itself in other and, to him, offensive ways. Then,
with a troubled heart at the long journey before him, but not a regret

for the home which advancing civilization had rendered so distasteful,

he repacked his household goods, gathered his large family around him
and started on his long journey to the far west. In the first year of the set-

tlement in this town he entered the land and built a log hut near the old

cider-mill, on the Benajah Aldrich place. He lived here until about the

time that Saville Aldrich built the first frame house in the town, when
he gathered his effects and made for the Looking-glass river, in this state.

He would doubtless have flown once more before the advancing wave of

emigration, but old age was upon him. He became blind, and soon after

died. Queer man, 3'ou will say, thus to rob himself and family of home
after home for the sake of solitude and immunity from what to him were
the discomforts of civilization. But who will cast a stone at him? He
loved rude nature in all her untamed beauty, and he wooed her with a
lover's ardor, constancy and devotion—the advance courier of emigra-
tion, the unconscious herald of "empire's westward way."

Beside his true but lowly record the fashion, folly and crime of high
life to-day, as exemplified by Ralston Winslow and Mrs. Belknap, sink
into insignificance and fade into worse than nothing. The saddest duty
of the historian is to place on record the names of those who were once
real factors in the population and progress of the town, but who have
passed forever from its scenes of activity and life.

Beginning at its southeast corner going Avest, and then east up and
down the section lines, I have compiled the following mortuary list

:

Mrs. Dr. John C. Emery, Bela Chase and wife, Edson Chase, Peter
Chase, Abel Case and wife, Zachariah Eddy and wife, Mrs. Cromwell
Clark, Dexter Mitchell and wife, Saville Aldrich and wife, Benajah
Aldrich and wife, Pitts Taft and wife, Wm. Taft, Hiram Wilmarth,
Ansel Thomas, Asa Sha, Nathan Noyes and wife, Bethuel Howard and
wife. Bishop Ovenshire and wife, John Blain and wife, Mr. Chapel. James
Brown and wife, Mr. Gensman, Lewis Vradenburg, Mr. Patton, Aaron
A^radenbu/g and wife, Willis Pardee, James Smith, Aver}'^ Lee, Wm.
Wilson and wife, James Clark, John Ball and wife, Daniel Lee, Mrs.
Jonathan Neal, James Wixom, James Palmer, Abel Edd3% Joseph Cham-
bers, Daniel E. Mathews, Samuel White and wife, Samuel Jones, George
Rogers and wife, William Rogers, Lyman Andrews and wife, Mr. Caple,

Samuel Hungerford and wife, Cornelius McCrum, Joseph Eddy and wife,

Mrs. Sarah Hornton, Jonah Knapp and wife, Henry Knapp and wife,

Mrs. James Vanduyne, Mrs. Veltman, Mrs. John C. Emery, Isaac Vau-
duyne, Abigail Nelson, Thomas ^^'atts, Watson Cronkite, Gabriel Cron-
kite and wife, James Rogers, Samuel Rogers and wife, Mrs. Deborah and
Emma Pinkerton, Catlierine Lowell, Thomas Craven and wife, Erastus
Inger.soll and wife, Myra Garfield and wife, Clark Hazzard and wife,

Stanton Hazzard, Henr}'^ Courter and wife, Mr. Vanamburg and wife, R.
Sherman and wife, David Guile and wife, Deacon George Dennis and
wife, Randall Chapman and wife, Mr, Philip Shaw and wife, Mr. Butter-
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field and wife, Mr. P. Sanford and wife, Mr. Whittaker and wife, John
Parks and wife, John Crane and wife, Mrs. Daniel Gould, Mrs. Samuel
Blackwood, Mr. Mitchell and wife, kSmith Parks and wife, L. Bennett and
wife, Mrs. Lewis Britton, Elijah Care and wife, Mrs. Deacon A^aughn, Mr.
Shirtliff and wife, Mrs. Perkins, Joseph Vaughn and wife, Mrs. Whipple,
Levi Bishop, his two wives, and father and two children, John S. Garry,

Mr. Bloss, Mrs. Catharine Covert, Dr. Woodman and wife, Stephen L.

Gage, James Wilkinson and wife, Mr. Graves and wife, Mr. Munn and
wife, Nathaniel Clark, Mr. Richardson, Slnihual Hammond, Lorin Flint

and wife, Brayton Flint, Warner Smith, Asa Smith and wife, John El-

more, Jesse Hazen and wife, Edward Hazen and wife, James Maladay
and wife, Mr. Pettibone and wife, Lyman Pettibone, Col. Spencer and
wife, Mrs. Cornelius Austin, Henry Harrington and wife, Benjamin A.

Hance, Apollos Cudworth and wife, Erastus Graves and wife, James San-
ford, Mr. Colvin and wife. Ransom Reed, Mr. Needham and wife, Mr.
Payne and wife, Daniel Johnson and two wives. Ransom W. HoU}'^ and
wife, Mr. Farnsworth and wife. Deacon Lucas Wright. Lyman Hathorn,
the father and mother of Benjamin Brown, Benjamin Bentlj^, Mr. Norton,

killed by lightning; Mr. Law and wife, and Erastus Phelps.

It is not always safe to eulogize the living, especially when your
remarks are personal. You arouse so many slumbering enmities, so

much latent jealousy and criticism, that it is often better to leave their

praises for the hereafter. But let the faults of the dead be buried with
their bodies, and let us remember only their virtues. All over this town,

inside the inclosure of farms, you may see mounds of stone, brick and
rubbish, splintered b}' fire. These mounds are sometimes upon rising

ground
; often by the banks of some stream, and almost always where

two ways meet. Plow often you come across them when cultivating the

soil
;
your team shies around them, your plowshare shows them to be quite

deep in the earth. If you take the time and trouble to remove them you
will find ashes, bits of coal and crockery, and other witnesses that here

was once a living hearthstone. That solid walls of maple, beach or oak
once rose around them, with garret and roof above them. Here were
love and hate, joy and sorrow, struggle that brought victor3^ It may be
indolence which came near defeat. Here prattled the infant, heedless of

the future, and here tottered old age with thoughts bent on the past.

Some of these homes went to ruin when their occupants " moved out of

the old house into the new," many when they M'ere taken to their last

resting place. Of the long list which we have read, how many once
lived where these memorial stones guard the ashes of the past? They
lie in yonder churchyard, in the outlying cemeteries of the town, and
•elsewhere throughout the land. It is as true of them as it was of those

over whom Gray wrote his immortal elegy

:

For them no more the blazing tire shall burn,

Or busy housewife ply the evening care
;

No children run to lisp their sire's return.

Or climb his knee the envied kiss to share.
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Oft did the harvest to their sickle yield,

Their furrow oft the stubborn glebe has spoke;

How jocund did they drive their team a-field;

How bow'd the woods beneath their sturdy stroke!

Let not ambition mock their useful toil,

Their homely joys, and destiny obscure;

Nor grandeur hear, with a disdainful smile,

The short and simple annals of the poor.

Perhaps in this neglected spot is laid

Some heart once pregnant with celestial Bre;

Hands, that the rod of empire might have swayed,
' Or waked to ecstacy the living lyre.

Some village Hampden that with dauntless breast,

The little tyrant of his fields withstood;

Some mute, inglorious Milton here may rest,

Some Cromwell guiltless of his country's blood.

The pioneer of fifty years ago, in a locality such as Novi then was.
felt entirely beyond the reach of outside aid. He must bear alone his

poverty, his misfortune, and severest trials.

The emigrant of yesterday or to-day rides to his prairie home on an
easy car; his provisions are transported in the same way. If misfortune
overtakes him the world is at his back ; if drouth sear his corn, or grass-

hoppers light in his wheat field, his wail comes down the wires and an
instant response is made.

Not so with our first settlers. When Thomas Pinkerton and Wm.
Yerkes came here they walked 500 miles with their axes and knapsacks
on their shoulders. When their families and friends came they were
ten days on Lake Erie and four weeks on the whole journey. Some of

them were taken sick on the way, and anxious days and sleepless nights
filled up the measure of time, and theirs was not an isolated case.

Scores of our pioneers repeated their .struggles—went through their suf-

ferings—perhaps in varied form, but still the same.
After the hardships of the journey had been endured the}'^ found

themselves in an unbroken wilderness. The sun in its daily round
scarcely shown upon its surface, save where Walled lake glanced and
glittered in its light. Home and its comforts they had yet to create.

They were sick and no physician ; wanted bread, and flouring mill
twenty mills away. In strength, in weakness, in health, in disease,

through storm and sunshine, they must struggle on in the stern battle.

Why, you say, what could induce them to do this? I answer: they
were men and women of limited means ; they wanted a home for them-
selves and families after them, and hope hung her bow of promise, her
glittering pennon in the far west of their lives. Between them and fru-

ition all these trials must be endured—all these adverse circumstances
met and conquered. And right nobly have they fulfilled their mission.

On some it may be the sun went down before they reached the goal,
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but a great majority have come out of the conflict more than Roman
fathers, better than Spartan mothers. And have hope's promises been
illusive? Could you take a birdseye view of our town to-day, you would
see each section line running north, south, east or west thrown into a
hard and, in most cases, well worked roadway on which pass and repass

the travel of the town
;
you would see a broad graveled road like the

Appian way of old Rome leading from the commercial metropolis to the

political capital of our state; you would see a well constructed railway
traversing its extent from southeastern to northwestern corner, over
which rolls the car of commerce, carrying the products of the soil, the
manufactory or the mine, with tireless energy and incredible speed. By
its side stretches the electric wire—that wonder of the nineteenth cen-

tury—over which the untamed but obedient lightning flies at the bidding
of man; you will see parks of woodland, none too large, all over town.
On every side are smiling farms, with green meadows, and orchards
bending beneath their autumn bounty ; all around are horses, cattle, and
sheep in countless numbers; barns filled with garnered grain, stacks of

hay and forage lifting their peaks skyward, and corn fields in rank after

rank away to the horizon. Here are churches and there are school houses
filled with apt and eager scholars ; cottage homes, where the arts and
refinements of civilization are known and appreciated, where industrious,

enterprising men and noble, true-hearted women bear life's burdens and
share its joys together. Is it an illusion ? Look again : You may see

the citizens of the town gathered to commemorate the deeds of their

pioneers ; they glance proudly back and joyfully forward. And why
should they not? They stand shoulder to shoulder with twenty-five

townships forming a county of supassing beaut}'', over which statistics

have written in respect to agricultural production, the sixth county in
the Union, and, if you equalize the acres, but the fourth.

They are citizens of a state whose resources and development have
made it a marvel in this marvellous era, and whose benign government
enfolds them in the arms of its love ; while over all, embracing all, pro-
tecting all, floats the banner of a great and free republic.

The township of Novi lies on the north side of the base line, about
twenty miles west and north from Detroit. It is in the south tier of

townships, in Oakland county, within one of its western border, and is

known as town 1 north, of range 8 east. It is (or was) heavily timbered
with white and red oak, basswood, white and black ash, sugar maple,
beach, hickory, and black walnut. The surface is slightly undulating,
rising in several places into moderate hill; the soil is mostly clay loam,
but there are localities where a sand loam predominates. Walled lake
lies on its northern boundary, partly in Novi and partly in Commerce.
The outlet of this lake runs in a southerly course through the township,
and forms one of the main branches of the river Rouge. There are

eleven school houses and two churches, one store, two blacksmith shops,

one tile factory, two shoe shops, and one hotel, two post-offices, one saw-
mill, two cider mills, and one wagon shop.

The principal agricultural productions are wheat, oats, corn, potatoes,

wool, apples, hay, and stock of all kinds.
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SAGINAW COUNTY.
Pioneer Sketch Relative to the Military Occupation of the Saginaw Valley

AND other Reminkcpjnces—By De. J. L. Whiting, of Detroit

From the Bay City Tribune.

At a meeting of the pioneer society, held on Saturday, the following
interesting sketch of the early military occupation of the Saginaw valley
was read. It was obtained from the venerable Dr. Whiting, by A. A.
Dwight, Esq., to whom, as well as to Dr. Whiting, a vote of thanks was
tendered by the society. In connection with the reading Judge Miller
remarked, that the sickness spoken of in the sketch was the original cause
of the report which gave to the Saginaw valley so unenviable a reputa-
tion of being unhealthy—reports which years of effort and the practical
experience of the many thousands residing in the valley have scarcely
eradicated to this day.

THE LETTERS AND SKETCH.

Detroit, Mich., January 1, 1877.

To the Bay County Pioneer Society, Bay City :

Feeling in accord with your commendable efforts to jireserve the early
history of the Saginaw valley, I am enabled to hand you an interesting
paper, clearly and concisely written by Dr. J. L. Whiting, a most esteemed
resident of Detroit, whose pioneer knowledge of Michigan dates back to
1S16, and whose mind and memory remain fresh and vigorous, though
nearly eighty-five years of age—to him we are indebted for this early his-
tory of the military occupation of the Saginaw valley, and bv his consent
I am permitted to place it at your disposal,

Yery truly yours,
A. A. DWIGHT.

DE. .1. L. whiting's HISTORIC SKETCH.

Detroit, October 10, 1876.

A. A. DwiGHT, Esq.—Dear Sir—In compliance with your request
that I would give a "brief" statement of the military occupation of the
Saginaw valley, I send you the following.

A'^'ery truly yours,
J. L. WHITING.

In the years 1821 and 1822 the Chippewa Indians of the Saginaw
agency became restless and ill-tempered to such a degree that the war
department, in the early part of 1822, ordered a detachment of the Third
United States infantry (then stationed at Fort Howard, Green Bay), to
proceed to the Saginaw river, under the command of Major Daniel Baker.
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The companies were" commanded by Capt. John Garland, company K;
Lieuts. Allen and Henry P. Bainbridge; and Capt. Stephen H. Webb,
of company I; Lieuts. Edward Brooks and Benjamin Walker; Adjut.

Nelson H. Baker, a brother of the major commanding.
On the site of the present city of Saginaw they erected a stockade

fort, and within the stockade were the company quarters, the officers'

quarters being on the north side of the quadrangle, and on the three sides

were the barracks for the soldiers' quarters and their families and the
hospital buildings.

There were about one hundred and twenty enlisted men, besides

women and children—all told perhaps about one hundred and fifty souls,

including surgeon Dr. Zina Pitcher and the sutler and his clerks.

The summer of 1823 proved a very sickly one, a very aggravated form
of intermittent fever being the universal disease, as only one of the offi-

cers and men escaped an attack of greater or less severity, and he an old

soldier of three enlistments of five years each. Among the sufferers by
the disease was the surgeon. Dr. Pitcher, who for sveral days was carried

from his quarters to the bedside of his patients, and for whom he was the
only person to prescribe. In this state of things the commanding officer.

Major Baker, having been laid on a sick bed, Capt. Garland, next in com-
mand, made a requisition on Quartermaster Samuel Stanton for a sur-

geon to relieve Dr. Pitcher.

On the 29th of August, 1823, about ten a. m., the major called on me
and desired me to go at once to Saginaw and assume the duties of sur-

geon of the post.

It was a very busy season with me, and at a great personal sacrifice

I consented to go, and at two p. m. of that day, mounted my horse and
under the guidance of a soldier set my face towards and through the wil-

derness to the ill-fated " City of Saginaw," distant one hundred miles.

We left on Wednesday, 29th, and at eight, a. m., Friday, I sat down
to a most superb breakfast at the quarters of Capt. Garland, with whom
I staid for about three weeks, when I was taken sick myself and took
quarters at the officers' mess-house, where I spent three of the most har-
rassing weeks of my whole life, but through a kind Providence recovered
sufficiently to leave with the other members of the command for Detroit

on the schooner Red Jacket (Capt. Walker), about the 25th of October,

and arrived in safety about the 30th of the same month.
I have given above the names of the officers in the detachment, of

whom Lieut. Allen had died before I got to the fated city. Major Baker's

wife, a daughter and a young son about fifteen years of age, (who was a
cadet in Capt. Partridge's school at Norwich, Vermont, a most promising
youth), and Lieut. Nelson Baker also died while I was at the post, and
one enlisted man only.

The command reached Detroit in fair condition, and remained in the
cantonments at the head of Wayne as it was, and north of Fort street.

Dr. Pitcher continued so feeble that I continued to do his duty until the

following spring.

While I was confined by sickness in the mess-house, attended by a
Canadian soldier, there was a great Indian council held at Green Point,
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according to Indian law, at which Kish-Kaw-Kaw, the usurping chief,

(he was by birth a Sac), was present. A Delaware Indian, intermarried

with a Chippewa woman, was on trial for the killing of a Chippewa
Indian in a drunken brawl. The offender had compromised the matter,

and bought his life by paying the relatives a certain amount in Indian

currency, viz: furs, skins and a little cash, and the matter was amicably
settled between the relatives and the criminal. But according to the

custom of the Chippewa tribe it was necessary that the arrangement
should be confirmed by a council—the council being assembled and seated

in a circle on the ground, when the delinquent was required to walk
around within the circle, and if unmolested by an}^ of the relatives of the

murdered man the matter was to be considered as finally settled, and not

to be reopened forever after. He had quietly passed all the relatives,

near or remote, and was therefore restored to his former standing in the

tribe ; but in passing the old villain Kish-Kaw-Kaw, he rose and struck

the offender dead at his feet. The whole circle were amazed at this

audacious act, and the usual "Waugh" was uttered by the council, and
the hereditary chief, Min-non-equot, said :

" What does this mean ? It

is contrary to Indian law." Old Kish-Kaw-Kaw only deigned the reply

:

*' The law is altered !" The council then broke up, and the old rascal

took the body of the man he had murdered into the canoe, covered it

with skins and furs and carried it to his village at the mouth of Saginaw
river, (now Bay City), where it was buried. This old rascal was, several

years after this, arrested for a murder in Wayne county and sentenced

to be hanged, but one of his four wives brought him a vegetable decoc-

tion with which he committed suicide in jail, thus depriving the sheriff

of the pleasure of stringing him up.

PIONEER LIFE IN MICHIGAN.

Survey of the State Military Road From Saginaw to Mackinaw—By B. O. Wil-

liams, OF Owosso.

Read before the State Pioneer Society at its Annual Meeting in February, 1878. Written

originally for the Saginaw Courier.

At that early day both of the territory and of my life, when it was

not possible for me to procure a suitable memorandum book to keep a

diary, I well recollect providing myself with the thin layers of white

birch bark, upon which I wrote with a pencil my daily observations, and
preserved the roll many years for reference, and was sadly grieved one

day upon examination in my log house, to find my papers converted by

mice into a warm nest in the very box they were placed in for preserva-

tion.

Thirty-nine years ago the writer, while on a visit to his brother's at

Saginaw during^the month of June, visited the encampment of Lieuten-

ant Benjamin Pool, of the Topographical Engineers Corps of the United

States Army, then near the Indian village on the Tittabawassee river, called
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Ar-be-toh-wach-e-wan, at or near the forks of said river. The party
consisted of the lieutenant in full charge, with an interpreter and guide,

a half-breed Indian chief from Port Huron by the name of Ash-ton-e-

quet, but more generally known as MacCouse or Young Bear. He spoke
the Indian, French and English quite fluently, and had been employed
a,t the suggestion of Colonel Henry Whiting, of Detroit (who was the

government officer under whom Pool acted and advised with), a younger
brother of the writer, Mr. A. F. Williams, acting as commissary at the

time, and about ten men, mostly French Canadians, who acted as axmen
and the various duties of a surveying party. The lieutenant was quite ill

and very much discouraged. He had then been upon the line a month
and had only run the line about twenty miles. MacCouse was heartily

sick of his position,- as he knew nothing of the wilderness they were
about to explore, and with true Indian instincts thought more of present

ease than the success of the party. Upon conversing with the lieuten-

a,nt and learning the real condition of matters, MacCouse, having freely

stated to me that he considered the lieutenant entirely incompetent to

give successful direction to the party, (the writer had been quite inti-

mately acquainted with MacCouse and he was entirely unguarded in his

expressions), and that nothing would induce him to remain with the
party, that he should advise his friends, the Frenchmen, to leave before

they got so far into the woods as to suffer from starvation, etc., the lieu-

tenant having stated that many of the men were refractory, and insub-
ordination was frequently manifested. (Let me here explain that Lieut.

Poole had fallen into the error of having his party organized upon
strictly military rules, with rations carefully weighed out by the commis-
sary to the cook, who was a United States soldier detailed for that express
duty.) Viewing the whole state of things, and wishing well to the enter-

prise, I at once told Poole that his expedition, as then organized, must
prove a failure. He earnestly entreated me to accompany him and give
direction to the party, which I consented I to do if permitted to remodel
it by discharging all the French who were disaffected, and supplying
their places with men that I would select, providing the government
was willing to pay me what T considered my services worth, and alloAv

me an assistant explorer, which necessitated his going to Detroit to con-
sult with Col. Whiting. Thus another week was consumed, during which
I had written to, seen and engaged as an assistant Mr. Frederick Eiggs,
who, also with brother, and myself, spoke the Indian language quite
fluently. Upon Poole's return we had a full party made up, numbering
in all thirteen persons, partly from Saginaw and Oakland counties, and
a more surprised set of men are seldom seen than were the old party
when told their services were no longer required by the government.
We immediately proceeded with the survey toward the upper forks,

myself, with assistant Riggs, with each a pack of provisions sufficient to

last two weeks, making a tour of exploration from the last named place
in nearly a due north direction. We proceeded through the dense pine
and fir woods to within about twenty miles of the Au Sable river, strik-

ing the open plains and some yellow and Norway pine land, until we
were fully satisfied that no obstacle insurmountable would be found, as
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we were convinced we were in a section drained by the Au Sable river.

We then returned to the party and directed the running of the road line

so as to avoid every swamp possible, even at the expense of very great

divergence from a direct line, as Lieut. Poole said his instructions were
to avoid swamps and high hills.

Let it here be understood that all the information that we could obtain

from Indians and the traders about the country was that we should find

and have to cross within the first hundred miles extensive shaking
marshes, that extended great distances east and west, and that were from
four to six miles in width, with small tamarack in places, and where a man
could shake the marsh a considerable distance around. These marshes,

if they existed, of course, would have to be avoided. So fully convinced

was the lieutenant of their existence that nothing short of actual view-

ing of the country could satisfy to the contrary, and I confess that after

consulting with my brothers, Messrs. G. D. and E. S. Williams, who well

knew the Indian trappers of beaver and sable in those unknown and
unexplored regions, they fully corroborated the reports, all agreeing that

such marshes existed in the line of our route, as ever}' Indian told the

same story, and it was with considerable timidity that we plunged into

those almost interminable forests. At this time no surveys had been

made of the lakes, no linear lines run north of Saginaw, and no definite

idea of where Mackinaw really was, except that it was in the straits at the

north end of the peninsula ; but whether east or we.st, and how far north

of our starting point neither Lieut. Pool nor any one else could say. And
I was requested that, if it became necessary to diverge from a due north,

to make westerly when possible. In going forward we soon lost all evi-

dence that man had ever preceded us, as no signs of fires were to be seen,

except occasionally when unmisktable evidence shovred that lightning

was the cause. The density of some portions of the spruce, fir, and
cedar lands exceeded any tropical forest I have ever seen, and my exrjeri-

ence in Central and South American states has been considerable. On
two different days to advance one and a-half miles and return the same
day starting at sunrise from camp were among the most fatiguing of my
experience. We passed through several windfalls, from quarter to a half

a mile in width, always from west to easterly, bearing evidence of the

tornado's track and force. In passing through one, myself and assistant

were at times compelled to creep on the ground, and within a fcAv yards

were at least thirty feet above the earth.

On one spot we found a large open space of at least twenty acres, and
possibly greater, where not a tree or stump could be seen. Amid a high
surrounding forest, small poplar brush had sprung up, and in passing

through the opening we found the timber gathered together in one vast

pile, twisted and wisped together like a sheaf of grain or buckwheat.

Here the whirlwind had done its work neatly—we felt our utter insignifi-

cance as we spoke of the powers of the wind. When we returned to the

party our coats of fustian were covered Avith mould on the back, and
after an absence of twelve days, upon reaching the upper Tittabawassee

river one of my limbs was so inflamed from repeated bruises in among
cedar roots and logs, that further travel on foot was impossible. With
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our hatchets we cut and fastened two dry cedar logs together, and floated

down the stream as best we could, occasionally carrying our raft over or
under fallen timber. By keeping my leg in tbe water the inflammation
subsided, and at a camp an old Indian made an a])plicalion of leaves,

and soon we were ready to proceed. Finding Lieut. Pool ill, I then took
the compass and ran the line for some distance over the explored route.

Up to this time Lieut. Pool had run the road line with the compass and
tripod and with a target, such as engineers of railroads use in leveling,

with a man to carr}^ each, and did a tree stand in the line it was cut
down ; did it only stand partly in the way, a large notch was cut so as to

sight the target. Each tree within three feet of the line was squared on
three sides. The logs across the line were generally removed, so that the
pack-horses (of which we had six) could readily pass with their packs of

two hundred pounds. Each fonr rods the timber was carefully noted,
and the rise and falls in the land, even to a foot, given in and on the
field book and carefully re-copied in camp at night. Pool was a strict

disciplinarian, and always wished me to give orders as if in military life.

He insisted upon my sharing with him his marquee tent. There were
three other tents, the commissary's, men's and cook's. Of course such a
survey proceeded slowly, and whenever brother or myself carried the com-
pass and run the line we increased the distance ran, and at night Pool
anxiously inspected and copied the field book. The duty of myself and
assistant was to inspect the ground to be run over, direct when to deviate
from the general course to avoid swampy land, we having in the pre-

liminary examination blazed a line with our hatchets. Our provisions
consisted of flour, beans, pork, coffee, and sugar, with dried apples. To
keep up our animals in flesh and strength required great care. We took
some corn for them, as an evergreen forest furnishes but a scanty supply
of food for horses, and at times water was difficult to obtain. The mos-
quitoes and gnats were almost intolerable to both man and beast, but the
poor horses no doubt suffered most; we were compelled to hobble each,

as they would escape, if possible, and take the back track. At times the
gnats would cover both men and horses black, and our only protection
was a dense smoke. After proceeding some thirty miles north of the
upper forks, we found it would be necessary to procure our supplies, if

possible, via lake Huron, and thence up the Au Sable river, then an
unknown stream, except that we had reached it by exploring in advance
of the party, and found it to be a large, deep, swiftly running stream

;

and by estimation we had on hand supplies for fifteen or twenty days,

and it was decided to dispatch the commissar}^ and one hand—the
packer—back to Saginaw on foot to take supplies in birch bark or other
boats to the mouth of the Au Sable, and thence with the aid of some
Indians, expected to be procured at Tawas bay, take birch bark canoes
and paddle or track up the river. It was deemed practicable for the
commissary, A. F.Williams, to reach the point on the river, where a pine tree

was to be felled on the south bank, to indicate to the commissary party
the point where the line would cross, when the party reached the river.

We took the risk of its being the Au Sable, but how far from its mouth
none knew, as no signs of fire or marks of Indians could be discovered

30
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along the banks. But to endeavor to get provisions over the route we
had come, was deemed impossible, as our animals were worn out. So it

was back to Saginaw, and up the Au Sable, or nothing.

On the sixteenth day after the departure of commissary A. F. Will-

iams from the camp of the surveying party, above the head waters of the

Tittabawassee,the party being nearly outof provisions, and upon high, arid

pine plains without water, the party made a forced march of some miles

to the south bank of Au Sable river and encamped. No tidings of the

relief party. The rations were carefully served and on short allowances.

The line was then run up to the bank. A tree was cut down and a rough
canoe dug out in hopes of procuring fish from the river with wood spears

at night. Many fine large fish were pierced by myself and others, but
the}" invariably escaped, as no fishing tackle or spears had been provided.

Great and increasing anxiety prevailed in camp. Hunting was of no
avail, as the party had only a shot-gun and buck-shot, and few signs of

large game except bear had been seen. Occasionally a spruce hen or

grouse was killed, which was invariably made into broth for a sick man
of the party, a Mr. Sawtell, who had a fever, but was convalescent and
had a keen appetite when we reached the river. No doubt it was sharp-

ened by his knowledge of the shortness of our supplies. We fancied that

he already looked longingly, as if wishing for more soup, at one of the

best horses, a small black pony called Macsaub, who had done good ser-

vice in carrying Sawtell while ill. The pony would walk a tamarack log

like a dog, and over any place a man could walk. Macsaub was a uni-

versal favorite.

The third day after reaching the river we held a council of three, and
decided that Lieut. Pool with two men and myself should take the boat

and one-half a ration each and proceed down the river in search of my
brother. Leaving Mr. F. Riggs in charge of camp with the horses, also

leaving the gun, I solemnly promised Riggs that I would return with

supplies, if possible, by the next Saturday. It was Tuesday at noonday
when we started. We left in camp seven men, with probably not two
full rations for each person—about four quarts of corn and two pounds of

tallow candles, a little salt and six skeleton horses, with at least skin and
bones. I told Riggs to try and keep his party together until Sunday
morning, and if I did not return to cache the implements, tents and
effects, to kill the poorest horses for food, and to make the best of it in

reaching Saginaw, and report to my brother there. Starting at noon we
paddled until night ; saw two deer in the river. The next day, starting

with the dawn, we paddled the entire day down the tortuous windings of

the river, amid the silent, dreary forests, passed the rapids, where the

stream suddenly widened out to, we judged, forty rods or more. We
passed the rapids with our clumsy canoe safely, and at night found our-

selves at the head of an immense raft of drift-wood, entirely covering

over the surface of the stream. This day we had discovered signs of

Indians, where the}'' had hacked trees years before, and we found at the

raft they had made a portage by carrying across. So well exhausted and
tired were our party that we quietly, almost sulleny, laid down to sleep

without trying to kindle a fire, hoping next morning to be able to drag
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our boat across the portage. We knew by observation that the general
course of the river was east. At daylight we were astir, and with the
first "Yo heave ho!" at our heavy canoe, as it landed on the ground,
came the sharp report of a rifle about sixty rods below, or across the bend
at the foot of the portage, where the commissary's party had encamped
the night before and previous to our arrival above.

Both parties from fatigue had quietly laid down to rest—they first,

and both unconscious of their near neighbors. A shout answered the
report, and in a few moments we rushed into each other's presence. They
brought us their prepared dinner, they having eaten by torchlight their

silent breakfast, preparatory to making the portage. They had one very
large birch-bark canoe and one of medium size, with men from Saginaw
and some Indians from Tawas to man them. They had already been
thirteen days ascending the river and had made many portages, some of

considerable distance. We arranged for the relief party to return in the
smallest birch canoe and the one we had. One party of four—brother
and the. packer—to return with us up the river in the largest boat with
what supplies were left, the relief party having reduced them over one-
half the original amount. We paddled up the stream all day Thursday,
and on Friday about ten o'clock, forenoon, upon turning a point, a shout
greeted us from up the river, where, in a few minutes, we met upon a raft

of cedar logs four of the men we had left with Mr. Riggs, all clamoring for

food, which they sadly needed, and was speedily furnished, when another
consultation took place. Here were ten men with a bark canoe, inca-
pable of conveying more than seven with the supplies. I at once decided
to return by land up the river to Riggs, and two of the best men volun-
teered to accompany me. We quickly made up our packs of flour and
pork, of about twenty-five pounds each, struck back north from the river
until we gained the high land, and far enough back to avoid the mean-
derings of the stream, then pushed forward west until night, when we
endeavored in the twilight to reach the river for water.

It was now in August, hot and dry. We got entangled in the cedar
swamp that skirted the river ; found water among the roots, and slept

without fire. By daylight we had our breakfast, also our bread cooked
for dinner, and soon found the river. Before noon found the rapids;
crossed by fording nearly to our arms, each having a pole as a support in
crossing, and after striking back to and over open pine plains, pushed on
west. It was now Saturday, and Riggs would certainly leave early next
morning, as he had sent us word by the party on the raft. Not one word
was spoken that afternoon except as to the best route, as we went run-
ning at every practicable place, for with our thirsty mouths we could
scarcely articulate a word. We dare not try to travel by night, as we
might cross the well-blazed line without knowing it. To fail to reach
the party involved difficulties we dare not speak of. On, on we marched,
ran, and jumped from log to log in our moccasined feet, and at dark we
struck a cedar swamp, into which we groped our way by a babbling cold
brook, where we cooked our supper and breakfast by mixing our dough
in the mouth of the sack, then winding it around a dry or peeled slick,

baked it before the fires. The anxiety of that short night prevented my
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sleeping a moment, and as the gray of the morning appeared in the

northeast we started forward. By the time it was fairly light we passed

through another small cedar swamp, and I thought I recognized the

small elevation before us, and told tlie boys so, and that if it was the

place I suspected, within about forty rods we should find a small wild

plum tree with fruit on it, as I had, while our canoe was building, in

hunting found it. Upon gaining the ridge I discovered my moccasin
track, pointing it out to the men, who at once raised a shout, such as

woodsmen and Indians only can. Instantly it was answered by Mr.

Riggs and one of liis men, then looking for one of the horses not found
the night before, who came running with extended arms and sharpened

visages—and a thank God first, uttered amid our tears, while they greedily

devoured the bread we gave them. They had just found the stray horse.

We were within a mile of the camp, which we soon reached, finding

Mr. Sawtell still more emaciated ;
and while he swallowed the bread we

had provided, silent tears ran down his furrowed face.

We fervently thanked God that all were saved. We were now con-

vinced that we must abandon the further survey of the road and make
our way to Mackinaw by forced marches as best we could. We con-

structed a raft, placed all luggage on it and sent it floating down stream

to the rapids, where we concluded the ascending party would be met.

The horses were taken by Mr. Riggs, and the two men who had accom-
panied me up the river to the same point where we met the lieutenant

and party, crossed to the north bt.nk, cached our birch boat securely and
started for Mackinaw, pursuing a northwesterly direction, mostly, over

high rolling land. We finally found a blind trail running north along

a small stream, and within a week we found whortleberries in great

abundance. We followed the trail, which increased in size, until it

brought us to an inland lake with a wide beach. We could, by climbing

a tall tree, see timber across, but could not make out whether it was a

bay or lake, as neither end was to be seen. This afternoon was the tenth

day, I believe, from the Au Sable ; it may have been a greater length of

time. We were again out of provisions; had been on short supplies sev-

eral days; eating whortleberries had affected some of the men unfavora-

bly, and here was a party of thirteen men upon the shore of an unknown
water. Was it a bay of Lake Michigan ? We must travel easterly to

reach Mackinaw, and if a bay of Lake Huron, then we should go west.

Here was a dilemma. We couldn't tarry. Upon going down to the

water's edge on the wide, white sand beach, we found a birch canoe had
been run upon the sand and an Indian had stepped barefooted upon the

beach ; a dog had leaped out of the canoe, which the hunter had evi-

dently cares^sed and then sent into the woods—the Indian going back

and getting into the canoe.

Here was a clue to which way the hunter probably lived. The dog-

was expected to drive game to the water and the hunter probably return-

ing toward home. But which way was it? We must ascertain. Well

knowing the habits of dogs that go and hunt back in the woods for a

while, if no game was aroused, the dog would return to the beach in the

direction the canoe was going, we at once sent men with white signals
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in each direction, myself and brother going east. Within one-half mile

we found the dog's track returning to the water, where he had evidently

drank, then looked out upon the lake, then trotted along a few rods,

turning to look to the lake again, then trotting along a few rods further

stopped again, and then bounding off again for the woods, evidently at

the signal of his master. Thus we had a clue, and signaling the party

to follow, moved east along the beach several miles, reached a limestone

point jutting out in the lake, which as soon as we had fairly turned

brought us to the edge of the Indian cornfields. It was nearl}'^ sundown.
The squaws and children gathering corn screamed and ran as if for life.

Had the party dropped from the heavens they would have scarcely been
more surprised. Soon two aged, tall Indians appeared, we advanced to

meet them, asked some questions as to the name of the water, and if a

lake. They seemed almost as much astonished as the squaws to hear
us speak their language, and before answering our questions, enquired
where we were from. Upon our answering from Saw-gee-nong, they

unbent, approached and shook hands, showed us where to encamp, wel-

comed us to their village, brought corn, potatoes, pumpkins and fish,

gave our horses corn-fodder, and everything was provided in abundance
with true Indian hospitality. We ascertained that the Lake was called

Mish-sco-to-waga-mish, literally Fire Water, or.Rum Lake, and that the

stream we had followed down by the Indian trail was called by the same
name. This was the most easterly of the great inland lakes, upon the

Cheboygan river. From this point we sent the horses to the shore of

Lake Huron, thence to opposite the village of Mackinaw. Most of the

party, with all the luggage, ten men, and two Indians as guides and nav-
igators, with a large-class birch canoe, embarked for Mackinaw, which
was reached the second day without much fatigue or danger. We stove

a large hole in the bows, and sunk our boat in going down the river

between the lake and main Cheboygan river. All hands sprung into

the water, held up and unloaded, the Indians repairing damage while
we dried our luggage in the sun, and reluctantl}'' proceeded. Whenever
we reached other rapids we sprang out into the water, thus avoiding any
further delay or damage.

It was now about the 12tli of September. While the party were
recruiting, both men and horses, (all had been transferred to Mackinaw),
myself, brother, and Mr. Riggs re-crossed to the mainland, explored the

other two lakes, upon one of which we found a large Indian village, with
a neat Catholic church and bell, painting and crosses. This, the most
westerly lake, was then called Cheboygan. We were hospitably enter-

tained by the half-civilized Indians.

On the 20th of September the snow fell one inch, with quite a severe frost.

The bushes were still loaded with whortleberries. On the 22d I was
attacked with premonitory symptoms of cholera, but I procured Indians
to take us back to Mackinaw, where I remained under the medical treat-

ment of the surgeon of the Fort for two weeks ; boarding at the Leslie

House, where were also boarding Majors John Kearsley and Kercheval
and families of Detroit, to whose kind attention I have ever considered I

owe my recovery. This was the second advent of the Asiatic cholera in
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the United States. It proved very fatal to some tribes of Indians near
Mackinaw, on the Upper Peninsula. Lieut. Poole and party returned
and ran the line back toward the Cheboygan river, crossing above Long
Lake, and in October discontinued the survey until the next year, when
Mr. Riggs again joined him and surveyed the road back to the Au Sable
river, and I believe my brother also accompanied the party. In October
I returned to Detroit upon a lower lake schooner, Capt. Whittlesey, of

Oswego, making the run in thirty hours. Upon reaching home I found
my dear mother and family in mourning for the loss of my beloved
father.

It has cost me no little effort to recollect this much after nearly forty

years of pioneer life.

Lieut. B. Poole was a young man, a gentlemanly oflBcer, confiding and
unsuspicious, a strict disciplinarian, and rather reserved. He had never
been inured to the hardships necessarily incident to such surveys. In
Mr. Frederick Riggs, now a resident of Fentonville, Genesee county, I

had an efficient, active, enduring co-laborer. There was not a shirk, nor
a man that would flinch in the party.

J. L. COLE'S .JOURNAL OF A PEDESTRIAN TOUR FROM DETROIT TO
SAGANA (SAGINAW) RIVER IN 1822.

From the supplement of the Detroit Free Press, March 11th, 1877.

Friday, 24th May, 1822.—Left Detroit at 8 o'clock a. m. in company
wdth Dr. Tyler and Mr. Humphrey on my way to Pontiac. My equip-

age consisted of a gun, powder horn and pouch, knife, knapsack and staff.

The country for a mile or more northwest of Detroit is a level untim-
bered plain, at the extremity of which the forest commences. Five or

six miles farther on the land appears to be low and in many places cov-

ered several inches in depth with water. From this I would not have it

inferred that the soil is swampy. The fact of it being very heavily tim-

bered shows that it is not so, and the same fact accounts for the wetness

of the land. On clearing the timber away and exposing the surface of

the ground to the sun, I have no doubt that this section of the country
will be excellent for meadow if not for tillage.

Six miles from Detroit is the site of what is ironically called " Judge
Woodward's City." This gentleman has been attempting, the season

past to induce emigrants, on certain conditions to cut the timber from his

land with a view to its settlement. We passed one or two miserable

cabins, the only edifices as yet created to show that human industry has

done aught towards the accomplishment of the judge's project.

A few miles beyond " the city " the land appears to be rather ascend-

ing than otherwise, and to be well timbered. About ten miles from
Detroit the " plains," or oak openings, commence, and continue in pretty

uniform succession the residue of the distance to Pontiac.

The land through this day's route can be scarcely ca,lled better than
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middling. There is a very evident want of water, and the timber is

hardly sufficient for fencing purposes.

Arrived at Pontiac after sunset and put up at Dr. Chamberlain's.
Found Mr. Ballard there, a gentleman who is to make one of our party
to Sagana.

From Detroii to Pontiac the distance is computed at twenty-seven
miles.

Saturday, 25th May—This morning at the request of a gentleman,
whom we met at Pontiac, we took a view of the village, and visited every
place in it of any interest. There is an elegant mill on the Clinton,

which passes this place, owned by Col. Mack and Mr. Sibley. Its cost is

estimated at $14,000. There are likewise other hydraulic works estab-

lished on the stream in the vicinity of the mill, in which these gentlemen
are joint proprietors. Pontiac, although destitute of many advantages
possessed by other villages, is, nevertheless, a promising country town.
Most excellent water is obtained there from a perennial spring. I think
it as crystalline and pleasant as any I ever drank. Drs. Smith and Little

having arrived agreeably to their arrangement to meet us here, with
Judge Sprague as an attendant and guide, we took dinner at Chamber-
lain's, and left Pontiac for Sagana. Four miles northwest we arrived at

Oliver Williams', having passed through a thinly timbered region, con-
sisting mostly of oak openings. We also saw several of the celebrated

lakes spoken of by former exploring parties into the interior. One of

these, immediately in the rear of Mr. William's house, is in the highest
degree romantic and beautiful. Although not far from forty rods in

breadth, it is said to be thirty feet in depth, and to abound with the finest

fish. The same remark may be applied to all the small lakes connecting
with it, which combine to form the source of the main branch of the
river Clinton. These lakes are said to cover an area of from half a mile
to five miles in circumference. Four miles on the trail from Mr. Wil-
liam's to the residence of his brother-in-law the country continues much
the same. Here we concluded to stop for the night. Before supper, at

the instance of Judge Sprague, we ascended a conical elevation of land
very precipitious and lofty, from the summit of which, for many miles in

circumference, we were presented with the view of a most picturesque
and beautifully diversified country. Lakes, valleys, uplands, and groves
of pine and other timber here met the eye to an extent that occasioned an
equal degree of surprise and pleasure.

The same deficiency of timber was observable in our route today
that we have before glanced at. We have as yet found few stones, com-
paratively less in number than we have ever before noticed in the same
extent of territory.

Sunday, May 26th—Left Mr. William's before sunrise and proceeded
on our former course four miles to a small lake, into which empty what
are called the little springs. The water we drank at these springs was
remarkably pure and cool. Four miles further on we came to the Big
Springs (both the Big and Little Springs lie on the margin of lakes, to

which they contribute a perpetual supply of water). The water in these

is similar in temperature to that of the former, but appears to be strongly
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impregnated with sulpluir. In the vicinity of most of the lakes we have
seen the country is elevated and picturesque, presenting many and singu-
lar attractions. For eight or ten miles we passed over a tract in no essen-
tiar respects differing from that .we have just described to a running
stream, where we halted and took some refreshments. Near us were
the remains of an Indian village called the Grande Bias (pronounced
Grande Blanc). Judge Sprague pronounces the country- lying for an
extent of several miles on either side of Grande Blanc village well
adapted to the purposes of settlement and cultivation. Leaving the
Grande Blanc we proceeded six miles on the trail to a small stream called
Thread River, and from this to the Flint River one mile, where we put
up at one Smith's (an Indian trader) for the night. Many mill privileges
might be found on the Thread river, and some on the Flint river, near
Mr. Smith's, of the most advantageous situations.

The country during this day's travel presents in many places quite
an elevated aspect, and the soil in general appears productive. There
are few hills of any magnitude, but the la7id is sufBcientb' undulating.
The timber along the route is thin and scattered, consisting principally
of oak, but there are some inconsiderable groves of hickory and pine.

The water of the country is clear and wholesome, and uniformly excellent.

Monda}^ 27th May—Left Smith's at sunrise, and taking the new trail,

which is said to be a nearer route to Sagana than the old, we proceeded
due north about five miles, where, finding a stream of cool, pure water,
we bathed and took some refreshments. After eating we went our way,
expecting in the course of ten or twelve miles to reach the river Cass,

where we designed to stop, but to our sore disappointment we continued
to march without finding it until nearly night, when we pitched our tent
at an Indian village on its border. From the place where we first stopped
to Cass river must be not less than twenty-five miles. The country for

the most part of the way is level and heavily timbered with oak, beech,
maple, some black walnut, elm, ash, pine, etc. The pine is of the largest
kind we recollect of having seen. Man}' of the trees were upwards of

four or five feet in diameter near the earth, and were very straight and
lofty. The oaks were likewise of an astonishing growth. Dr. Smith
measured the circumference of one of them and found it sixteen feet

and three inches, six feet from the ground. Indeed, the whole extent
of our route to-day has presented indications of a rich and productive
countr}'. It would be difficult to find a better. The soil appears to be
many inches deep with vegetable mould and to have a rich substratum
of black and yellow loam, clay or marl.

The land varies very little from this ; during the whole route we passed
several small streams of running water, most of them clear, cool and
apparently perpetual. The water of the Cass river, like that of the Flint,

is an exception, being both warm and unpleasant to the bather.

Tuesday, 28th May.—Broke up our encampment at sunrise and pro-

ceeded on oilr journey. For a few miles the land appears to be more
lighth' and thinly timbered than the country in our rear. Its general
complexion, however, is nearly similar to that through which we passed
yesterday. After a march of four or five miles we were agreeably sur-
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prised on meeting two Frenchmen, who informed us we were within four

miles of Saginaw river; continued traveling a little more than that dis-

tance, and arrived at the river opposite the house of Mr. Campau (an

Indian trader); crossed the river and breakfasted with that gentleman.
The party then, with the exception of the secretary, took a canoe and
started for the mouth of the river. They found the burden too heavy
for the boat, whicli induced Dr. 'i'yler and Mr. Ballard to return. The
part.\' remaining at Mr. (Jampau's spent the residue of the day in con-

tending with mosquitoes.

Wednesday, '29tli May.—Towards sunset the party which went down
the river returned. They expressed their admiration of the appearance
of the country to the bay, which is for nearly the whole distance (eigh-

teen miles) susceptible of settlement and cultivation ; contrary to the

general supposition, that at the mouth of the river and head of the bay
the soil is wet, sunken and marshy, they pronounced it of a firm, sandy
bottom, and although in many places superficially flooded, having no
indications of sterility or unhealthiness; on either side of the river, until

the party were within a short distance of the bay, the banks appeared to

be sufficiently elevated and the land heavily timbered.
Thursday, 30th May.—Taking Mr. Campau for a guide, the party,

with the exception of Dr. Tyler and the secretary, who were unable to

provide themselves with horses, started on an expedition to the forks of

the Tittabawassee. The party took a westerly direction, and struck the

river about four miles above its mouth. In this distance they passed
over a comparatively low and wet, but well timbered soil. Contrary to

the statement of an Indian trader, to whom they applied for information,
they found the land back of the Sagana not more marsh}^ than that on
the route they took on the 27th. At the mouth of the river they found
a spring of most excellent water, the purest and coolest they had yet

discovered. About twelve miles above the mouth of the river they called

at an Indian village. The country was generally well timbered with
oak, pine, beach, maple, elm, and provided with running streams of

wholesome w^ater. At the village there appeared to be a fine growth of

English grass. Thence to the forks of the river, where there is a small
Indian village, and thence up the Pine river, about three miles, to

another Indian village, the country is in general well timbered, level and
interspersed with open flats and running streams. At the upper village

there is a tolerable mill privilege. The countr}^ through the whole route

possesses many and distinguished advantages. The average breadth of

the river, according to the estimation of the party, for the distance they
traversed it, is about twenty rods. It is a smooth, ddep, unobstructed
stream, navigable for batteaux drawing three feet of water, at any
season. At the forks the banks are upwards of fifteen feet in height,

gradually receding to the mouth of the river. Many groves of black
walnut grow on its borders, and some apple trees. No less than seven
or eight Indian villages are scattered along the route. The Indians
appear in all of them filthy, indolent, drunken and wretched. In the
afternoon, Dr. Tyler and the secretary, with a Frenchman by the name
of Tromblois, visited an Indian village two miles up the river from Mr.
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Campau's. There is a most beautiful open flat called Green Point, at

the upper extremity of which stands the village. This flat is apparently
free from inundation, and produces the most luxuriant growth of grass.

It is on many accounts preferable to that on the Genesee river. I should
judge it covers an area of from thirty to fifty acres.

Friday, 31st May—Towards evening the party returned to Mr. Cam-
pau's, and made the report on which these remarks are founded.

Saturday, 1st June.—After breakfast we departed from Mr. Campau's
on our return to Detroit. Crossed the Sagana and proceeding two or
three miles, till in sight of the Indian village mentioned day before yes-

terday, on the opposite side of the river, we gave a signal to the Indians^
who sent over two of their children in a canoe. Mr. Ballard, Dr. Tyler,

Mr. Humphrey and myself, took the canoe and, entering the mouth of
the Cass, proceeded a few miles up the river, while the residue of the
party with their horses went by land. We met them where the trail

crosses the river, and having waited a few moments for their horses to

ford it, went our way until we struck the Indian reservation on the Flint
river, crossed the Flint just below Reaume's village (an Indian chief) on
a flood raft, and re-crossed it after arriving opposite his wigwam. The'
country on the Flint, in this region, is high and for the most part excel-

lent. Near Reaume's village we found a cool spring of water, which
empties into the river. There are some flats on the Flint as fine as that

at the Indian village on the Sagana. From Campau's to Reaume's the-

distance is computed at sixteen miles. Left Reaume's about 2 p. m., and
taking the trail pursued our journey, intending to stop for the night at

Smith's, on the Flint. The country between Reaume's and Smith's is-

more rolling and uneven than we have yet found it, and, for the best

part, well timbered and adequately watered. Night overtaking us before-

we had completed two-thirds of the distance from Reaume's to Smith's,

we were unable to take as close observations as we could have wished.

We feel satisfied, however, that no part of the territory possesses more
decided advantages than the tract we passed to-day. There are many
mud-holes along the path, but these would disappear on clearing away
the timber. Arrived at Smith's not far from midnight, nearly exhausted:

with fatigue and hunger.
Sunday, 2d June.—Re-crossed the Flint at what is called the Grand

Traverse, opposite Smith's, and resuming the trail arrived towards night
at Alpheus Williams', the place at which we stayed on our journey out.

For the sake of curiosity, one of our party counted seventeen or eighteen

lakes during this day's travel, and there are said to be not less than fifty

between the Flint, at Smith's, and Pontiac, a distance of thirty-six miles.

Remained over night at Williams' and ate the first comfortable meal
that we have had since our departure from the same place. There is an
excellent mill privilege near Mr. Williams' on the Clinton, which passes

within a stone's throw of his house.

Monday, 3d June.—Pursued our journey after breakfast, and arrived

at Pontiac about 10 a. m. Dr. Tyler and myself went immediately on.

with Judge Sprague to his establishment, about ten miles southeast fromi

Pontiac, where we concluded to remain over night.
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Tuesday, 4th June.—During the course of the day the whole party

entered Detroit, having experienced no material accident during their

absence, in perfect health, and with the most favorable, I might add,

enthusiastic opinion of the natural advantages of Michigan.
Estimated distance going out: Detroit to Pontiac, 27 miles; Pontiac

to Flint, 36 miles; Flint to Campau's, 35 miles; total, 98 miles. Return-
ing : Campau's to Flint, 44 miles ; Flint to Pontiac. 36 miles ; Pontiac to

Detroit, 27 miles ; total, 107 miles.

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY.
FiKST Settlement of Shiawassee County—Written by B. O. Williams, and Pub-

lished IN the Owosso Weekly Press in May, 1872.

Read at the Annual Meeting of the Michigan State Pioneer Society, held at Lansing February

6th, 1878.

To the Editor of the Owosso Press :

Having been often urged by you to jot down for publication in your
paper some of the incidents of the earliest settlement of Shiawassee
county, and learning first by reading The Press that a society of old set-

tlers had been formed at Corunna, before whom some interesting inci-

dents were related, among which is a statement which needs correction,

viz: that Mr. Allen Beard plowed the first land in the county, I will now
comply with your request, commencing with the condition and size of
the county at the time the writer, with a brother, settled in it over forty

years ago. (I state from recollection principally).

The county was set off and named Shiawassee county about the year
1824, either by an act of territorial council or of Gov. Cass, perhaps both,

and then comprised a territory thirty-six miles square, comprising its

present limits; also the west tiers of townships of Genesee county, ex-
cept the two north towns; the north half of Livingston, and the north-

east quarter of Ingham counties. The same year, I believe, the county
seat was located by commissioners appointed by the governor at the forks

of Shiawassee river and named Byron, by Judge Dexter—the founder of

Dexter, Washtenaw county—who had purchased the land and who paid
all the expenses of making the location by the commissioners. That was
the first land purchased in the county. Mr. Dexter subsequenth'- pur-
chased a large tract of land at the present site of Shiawassee town, near
the Indian village, She-shi-ge-masking, (soft maple place). This was the
second land bought in the county. Judge Dexter subsequently informed
me that he made this last purchase in view of a probable re-location of

the county seat, as cutting off" the two south tiers of townships would
necessitate a removal.

In 1836, when Michigan became a state, Genesee county having been
organized by taking another large slice from Shiawassee to form that
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county, Shiawassee was reduced to its present limits, transforming it from
one of the largest to one of the smallest counties in the state, the west

tier of townships having been reduced in width in consequence of the

principal meridian line not having been run on scientific principles. It

was a standing joke among early surveyors that the Frenchman who run
the line was afraid of getting lost, and that had he run the line far enough
he would have got back to Detroit.

On the 2d day of April, 1829, my brother and myself, both then mi-
nors, started from our home, near Pontiac, Oakland county, to explore the

country between the settlements and the Shiawassee river. Following
an Indian trail most of the distance, with our rifles, blankets, a small tent

and what provisions we could carry on our backs, the first night we
encamped at the north end of Long lake, near Fentonville, then in Shia-

wassee county. We slept soundly, notwithstanding the night, to ears

unaccustomed to the sounds, would have been made hideous by the howl-

ing and snapping of teeth of, one would think, a dozen wolves that had
pulled down a deer within forty rods of us; some of them we heard trot-

ting over the leaves within a few rods of us. The next day we reached
the Indian reservation of 3,000 acres on the Shiawassee river, Ke-che-
wan-dor-goning, (Big salt lick), then called by the French traders Saline,

and since called the Knaggs place. At this point we reached the trading
post of Mr. Richard Godfrey, in charge of Mr. Benjamin Cushway, with
whom we were acquainted—a rude log house and stable covered with
bark. Tlie goods and furs were all packed on horses and Indian ponies,

a great number of which the Indians then possessed. We were very
kindly received and entertained with true French hospitality.

The Indians had at that time a small summer settlement, a few apple
trees and some small corn fields that had previously been quite large,

but the annual inroads of sumac brush and the June grass had nearly

driven them out, they not having any plows to subdue the grass. This
was the summer residence of Wosso, the principal chief of the Shiawassee
band of the Chippewas. We passed down the river on the west side to

near the present site of Vernon, crossed by wading the river and met a

large numl)er of Indians moving out of their sugar camps to their sum-
mer houses upon the river banks, in and near their corn-fields, about
half way between Vernon and Shiawassee town. They had plenty of

corn, potatoes and turnips, and the fish had already ascended the river,

completely covering the river bottom on the ripples. The}^ gave us boiled

and roast fish, potatoes and turnips, also nice white maple sugar, urging
us to stay over night with them. This was the 4th da}' of April, and
the maple trees were in bloom. The interval lands of the river and on
the Maple river flats were green with what we then called sweet cicely,

the cowslip and other earl}' flowers, and the June-berry trees, or shad-
bush, were in full bloom, the air was alive with flies and the hum of wild

bees. The Indians also had an abundance of wild honey.
Returning at night to the trading-post, we the next day went up the

west bank of the river to a point about one mile above the forks, crossed

on a tree we felled with our hatchets, went to the east fork and crossed

on an old tree at the Indian trail, and back to the trading-post, making
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a short excursion west on the Indian trail to the Bennington plains and
north to the Maple river. This completed our explorations, and we con-

cluded when we became of age we would settle in this new and beautiful

virgin forest. The vegetation and season appeared to be at least a month
in advance of that in Oakland county, where we had already resided

over ten years.

OUR FIRST SETTLEMENT.

In August, 1831, we moved into Shiawassee county and settled upon
land previously purchased of the government by my brother, A. L.Will-
iams, (myself still a minor), the land adjoining the Che-won-der-gon-ing
reservation, and about two miles above Newburg, at a place then called

,by the Indians Pinda-ton-going, (meaning the place where the spirit of
sound or echo lives). Some of the old Indians every year, in fall or sum-
mer, offered up a sacrifice to the spirit of the river at that place. They
dressed a puppy or dog in a fantastic manner, by decorating it with vari-

ous colored ribbons, scarlet cloth, beads or wampum tied around it; also a
piece of tobacco and vermilion paint around its neck, their own faces

blackened ; and after burning by the river side meat, corn, tobacco, and
sometimes whisky offerings, would Avith many muttered adjurations and
addresses to .said spirit, and waving of hands, holding the pup, cast him
into the river and then appear to listen and watch, in a mournful atti-

tude, its struggles as it was borne by the current down into the deep hole

in the river bottom at that place, the bottom of which at that time could
not be discovered without very careful inspection.

I could never learn the origin of the legend they then had, that the
spirit had dived down into the earth through that deep hole, and by a
propitiatory yearly offering they believed their luck in hunting and fish-

ing on the river would be bettered and their health preserved. 1 will

here add, that about this time we found the remains of an old Indian
fort on the east bank above Newburg, on a high bluff'. It was nearly

round and had a ditch on the outside, with mounds in front of the east

entrance.

This place, where we first settled, was subsequently called the Shia-
wassee Exchange. It was the first purchase made in the county with a
view of actual settlement by the purchaser.

We started with ox-teams and wagons from Grand Blanc, now in

Genesee county—where a sister, the first settler in that county, resided

—

taking two men to assist in putting up a log house. We bought pine
shingles to form the roof, and cut out the road almost the entire distance,

VM Co-pen-ic-corning, an Indian village, leaching our location in the

afternoon of the third day.

After lunching, we set the two men at work cutting logs for the house,

my brother pitching the tent and cutting firewood for the night, myself
engaged in preparing supper, when, upon looking up the hill we saw a
party of about twenty Indians approaching us from the direction of the

reservation, with painted faces, knives, tomahawks, and two or three
guns, (fusees), probably not loaded. The band was headed by Wasso,
the principal chief of the Shiawassee and Wan-dor-gon-ing Indians.
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They marched up in single file between us and our men, who were chop-

ping timber, and Wasso, having a tomahawk and knife in his belt, impe-
riously demanded in the Indian language to know by what right we
were cutting his trees, at the same time ordering us to tell our men to

stop. We explained to him that we were not trespassers, that we had
bought the land of our Great Father, Ke che-koese-naw, (the President

of the United States), and pointed out to him the line of their reserva-

tion, also telling him that we were the sons of Ponte-ock, (the name given
our father in 1819 by Kish-e-kor-co, of Saginaw), and that we were in-

tending to establish a trading-post there. He haughtily contradicted us,

repeating his demand that we should desist from cutting timber, and
peremptorily ordered us to leave. Seeing that our explanations were of

no avail, I concluded for myself to make no further statement. He again
repeated his demand, appearing to stammer with suppressed rage, which
producing no effect on us, he at once advanced a step or two, saying,

"Did you not hear what I said?" Receiving no answer he muttered,
" If you can't hear me, I will see if you can see me, at the same time with
his moccasined foot kicking my bread, baking before the fire, into it.

Not thinking it best to argue the case any further in the mood that this

act had placed us in, and at the moment having in my hand a long-

handled frying-pan over the fire, full of hot frying pork and venison,

very nearly ready to serve up for supper, I quickly raised the pan and
by a sudden turn emptied the frying mass with a hearty good-will upon
the old man's head and neck. He, perceiving my intent, quickly drew
his loose blanket-coat over his neck and head, thus escaping a hot bath.

Not wishing to break my frying-pan, I instantly seized a fire-poker at

my side, and before he could recover from his surprise gave him a whack
across the shoulders and back that sent him to his hands and knees, fol-

lowing that up with as good a hit with the stick as I was capable of

giving where naughty mammas used to spank good children, which sent

him to the forward scramble down hill, not stopping to get up to a perpen-

dicular until beyond my further reach.

At the moment of the first hostile demonstration by the chief, a rush

was made towards us by several of the others. My brother, seizing a

limb of the tree he had just cut off, struck at the nearest Indian advanc-
ing, the sharp end of the stick cutting a slit in the coat or blanket the

fellow wore, as he jumped back to avoid the blow, and we both sprang
towards the band with sticks in hand. Our two men ran towards us,

and in about the time it would take a Yankee to say "Git eout!" the

whole band were making some tall walking back up the hill from whence
they came.

To say that we slept any more soundly that night than usual would
hardly be believed. We had good guns and the}'- were well loaded and
freshly primed ; we had a small spaniel dog, ever on the lookout; and
we had a good sound sleep after a hearty laugh over the affair.

It may not be amiss to explain that we had resided in Michigan since

1815; that we both spoke the Indian tongue quite fluently, and our ac-

quaintance with Indian character had taught us never to show fear in

their presence, however great the danger, and to promptly resent an
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insult oran injury. The result showed that this act on our part gained
for us the respect and lasting friendship of Wasso and his whole band,
while those who had urged the Indians on, and by misrepresentations

caused them to pursue the course they had taken, lost it.

Suffice it to say, that we completed our house without further molest-

ation or interference, except from those pests of the forest, mosquitoes,
that seemed anxious to get a taste of our real Yankee blood. We would
gladly have rid ourselves of them as easily as we had of the Indians.

The first farmer and settler with his family in the county was Mr.
John I. Tinklepaugh (brother of Captain Edward Tinklepaugh, com-
mander of Vanderbilt's steamship North Star, on board of which as pas-

senger was our honorable Governor H. P. Baldwin, when captured in

Domingo waters by the Alabama, Captain Semmes, during the rebellion).

They moved into the county and on to section 24, town of Shiawassee,
one mile above Newburg, in May, 1833, bringing five children, he pre-

viously having built a log house, cleared a small lot and plowed it on the
river bottom land. This was the first land plowed in the county, at least

two or three years before Mr. Allen Beard moved into the county. Their
youngest child, three weeks old when they came, I was requested to

name, which was done by calling her Harriet, after my youngest sister,

adding a calico dress—a piece of which I am told she still retains. The
old couple, happy and in good circumstances, both over seventy-two
years of age, are still living in Greenbush, Clinton county. The next
spring after planting his potatoes, one Sunday morning when they had
given to their children the last quart of milk, with what ground nuts,

leeks and boiled leaves they could obtain, for breakfast, he taking his

hoe to dig up some of the seed potatoes to eat, he was fairl}^ driven off by
his courageous and more hopeful wife, and compelled to go again to our
trading post to try to borrow some more flour, of which we had already
lent them nearly two barrels and some other provisions, and had then a

very scanty supply on hand. We willingly divided with him and sent

him back to his brave wife with flour and some dried venison hams,
after fairly forcing him to eat a hearty breakfast which he seasoned with
his grateful, manly tears—we occasionally giving him a slap on the back
to make him swallow; and thus we lived and joked together in early

days, while keeping bachelor's hall in the primitive wilderness.

Late in the fall of 1832 Henry S. Smith and a Mr. Cooley built a

small log house just below Shiawassee town, on land owned by Doctor
Raynale, father of Spencer Raynale, of Corunna. They brought a few
goods and a barrel of whisky, endeavoring to establish a trading post

with the Indians, but they did not succeed very well, however. In .lune,

1833, Mr. Smith brought his wife, a nervous and delicate woman, with
five children. This was the second settlement. He was a blacksmith by
trade and brought the first plow into the county. He was a genial, big-

hearted, social, good fellow, liked by every one, and of course his wife

had to scold some, but it never hurt him. They subsequently moved
into the first house we built in Owosso, where he commenced the black-
smithing business. This spring, 1833, we took our furs, consisting of

sixty-four packs, averaging one hundred pounds eacli, down the Shiawas-
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see to Saginaw in two large canoes or dug outs, about thirty-five feet long

and four feet wide and lashed together—thus forming quite a craft,

freighted with about $10,000 value. After twice filling by striking on
the rocks and necessitating the unpacking of many of the valuable furs

and spreading them out in the sun to dry, the weather being favorable, I

succeeded with the aid of Mr. Truman Bunce (he and Charles Wilkin-
son were the first settlers in the town- of Venice in the year 1837), and
the Indians in opening a passage for our craft, only unloading twice to

carry our boats and furs around driftwood in the river. We reached

Saginaw after narrowly escaping the loss of several thousand dollars in

damage to the cargo from heating after having been wet.

This year Mr. Beaubien had his family at Godfrey's post on the Saline

reservation ; Mr. Godfrey also brought his bride to that place. Mrs.

Godfrey was a lady of refined, cultivated manners, a frank, noble, intel-

ligent woman. She only remained a few months, and her leaving was
considered by all the settlers a great loss to the society of our small

colon3^

There also came in the spring of 1833 to the county Mr. Hosea Baker
and his son, Ambrose Baker. They purchased the land comprising the

present site of Newburg. The father returned to Pennsylvania for the

family and Ambrose remained and built a house under the hill, near a

cold spring of excellent water, and in August the father returned with

his family, consisting of his estimable wife and several daughters, some
of whom were young ladies, who made the woods and river valley fairly

ring with their merry voices, and gave the first vocal songs and religious

melody these old hills and valleys ever heard. Some of them are still

livingj^ respected as they deserve to be, by those who have had the pleas-

ure of their acquaintance. Ambrose was a big hearted, good, clever

fellow—too good to become wealthy—and was recently called to the land

of the Pa-ne-mor. Of liis many kind acts to early settlers there are now
living witnesses. The family of Mr. Baker was considered the most
valuable acquisition our settlement had received. Mr. Aaron Swain and
wife (the latter a daughter of Mr. Baker) also came at the same time and
settled half a mile above Newburg. Mrs. Swain's first born, a daughter

named Julia, was the first white child born in the county. Mr. Swain
and wife were social, friendly, intelligent people, universally respected

and esteemed. Baker's family had with them a boy named Alexander
Stevens, now a resident of Bennington, I believe.

Hosea Baker had the first new land, a field of any size, broken up
and plowed in the county. He hired a Mr. Lathrop to break up the fal-

low on the bench of land under the hill at Newburg, in the spring of

1834. Mr. Lathrop, also the same spring, had plowed afield for Mr. Wm.
Black on the old Indian cornfield below Shiawasseetown. Mr. Black

subsequently married a of daughter Mr. Baker and settled there, Mr. La-

throp having put up a bark shanty on the south bank of the Shiawassee

river, few rods west of the railroad bridge at Vernon, where his poor

lady-like, young wife fought the myriads of tormenting mosquitoes and
doubly tormenting pests of the forests, the scarcely discernable gnats,

until life must have become a burden and was nearly extinct. They
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moved awsij in the fall, after a summer of great suffering, and we lost

sight of them. That woman ought to be entitled to eternal happiness as

a reward for that summer alone; and if the women who first settle in a
new country like Michigan and endure the hardships atteuciant upon
such acts, do not attain it as a reward for their sufferings and privations

—then the chances of any man it has fallen to my lot to know through
life, in my humble opinion aren't worth a red

—

tliat's so.

Mr. Plenry Leach, wife and three children settled in the county in

the fall of 1833. He bought the farm known as the Van Aukin
farm at Vernon village. He erected the best log house then in the

county and also built for us in 1835, at the Shiawassee Exchange, where
my brother then resided with his wife, the first frame barn built in the

county. The lumber was all drawn on wagons from Waterford, in Oak-
land county, that being the nearest saw mill. Let it be understood that

the floors of our houses then were generally made by hewing plank out

of butternut, ash and basswood. Mr. Leach was a mechanic and farmer
;

a hard working, driving, energetic man from the state of Ohio ; always
ready to take the laboring oar of life. He subsequently settled in the

township of Sciota—removed there in 1836; cleared up a large farm,

where his excellent and much beloved wife, a member of the Methodist
church, died.

Their house was always open to visitors and strangers ; to offer them
pay for their generous hospitalities was considered by them little less

than an insult. To them money was of no value except the means it fur-

nished them of doing good, in aid of the poor, or in procuring the nec-

essaries of life. Mr. Leach subsequently died in California from injuries

received from a runaway horse.

1833.—This spring foreshadowed what was soon to awaken into life

the vast forest between Shiawas.see and the Grand river valley, then
unknown except to Indian traders, and a band of bogus money makers
just established at the present site of Lyons, among whom were men by
the name of Prentiss, King, Belcher and several others, the heavy bed
pieces and screws having been floated down the Grand river from .Jack-

son. These implements were afterwards found in the cedar swamp at

that place, back of the house they occupied. Nothing but an Indian
trail, in many places difficult to follow, existed between the Shiawassee
and Grand rivers, and an old Indian settlement of a few families only,

at DeWitt, Clinton county.

In the early part of May, Judge Dexter, with a colony comprising
seventy-three persons, some eight or ten families, arrived in wagons with
horses, oxen and cows, at the Keth-e-wan-don-gon-ing reservation, en

route for the present site of Ionia on the Grand river below the Gener-
eau ford and trading post. Having in vain tried to get Beaubien to

pilot them, Mr. Dexter, Yeomans and Windsor came to us for help. I

left our planting, taking my blankets and small tent, and in six days
landed them at Ionia, looking out the route and directing where the
road was to be. This was the first real colonizing party we had ever
seen—myself never having been farther than DeWitt (the Indian vil-

lage). I then procured Mack-e-ta-pe-na-ce (Blackbird), a son of the
31
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usurping chief of all the Saginaws, viz: Kish-e-cor-ko, to pilot me past

Muskrat lake and creek, and from there proceeded with the party. At
that point a son of Mr. and Mrs. Dexter, a child ahout two years old,

died of scarlet fever. This was a brother of Senator Dexter, now in the

legislature. AVe buried the child by torch and candle light, in a box
improvised by the party. Never shall I forget that scene. The whole
family, and most if not all others in tears ; the gray-haired sire, after

inviting the heads of other families to lead the exercises of the mournful
occasion, with tears streaming down his cheeks, read a burial service

amid the sobs that nearly drowned his voice, in that deep, dark, gloomy
forest—the gloomiest spot of the whole route. But there was no other

recourse. The poor heart-stricken mother yielded up her youngest born,

to be borne by sjanpathizing friends to the shallow grave prepared by
torch light, to receive the tender frame she had so often and so lately

pressed to her breast. But stern necessity knows no law. I have assisted

at many a burial, both at sea and on land—none ever seemed so solemn,

so awful ; none ever made so deep an impression on my mind, and I

doubt if it is not the same with other witnesses of the scene. It rises as

vividly before me to-day as immediately after its occurrence. I hope
I may be pardoned the digression. The road we opened was next year
followed by others, and was substantially the present Grand River Road,
through Shiawassee and Clinton counties, and was traveled for many
years after.

1834.—Shortly after returning home I was emyloyed by the United
States to assist and give directions in a topographical survey of a mili-

tary road from Saginaw to Mackinaw, After being absent four months
we finally reached Mackinaw early in September. The party was under
the control of Lieut. Poole, of the U. S. A, The country was not sur-

veyed and was an entirely unknown tract—even the lakes had not been
surveyed ; and no white person, and perhaps no Indians, had ever pen-

etrated it. The road was never opened. The party consisted of thirteen

men.
Returning home in October I found a few new settlers had just come

in : Mr. Josiah Pierce and family, the first county treasurer, also a Mr.

John Smedley, Clark, Bovier, Z. R. Webb, Cornelius Miller and Judge
Retan—one of the first county judges, I believe—composed the additions

to the settlement in 1834. They settled in Vernon, near our trading

post, and along the line of a new road we had cut out and opened for

travel directly east through Vernon and Genesee to Copen-ie-cor-ning,

where was then settled Mr. Wm. Gage. We opened the road without any
aid for twenty-three miles. Our county was then under the jurisdiction

of Oakland county, and in the spring of 1833 the sheriff" of that county

came to our trading post to collect a license tax of six or eight dollars,

which we paid; the French traders escaping because they lived on Indian

territory, i. e., the reservation, over which the civil authorities had no
jurisdiction. The sheriff" travel 140 miles to collect the tax. The next

5'ear we paid the tax in Pontiac to save him the travel. He seemed to

consider our contribution a real god-send to his pocket. We, of course,
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were happy to keep him and his horse for the outside news he brought
from home on his first visit.

In the spring of 1835 I left the county and was absent, except on an
occasional visit, until the spring of 1837. During the summer of 1835
Mr. Banks, Vary, Philips, VanAukin, John Knaggs (a half-breed of

French descent), and perhaps a few others, settled in the county, mostly
along the Grand River road.

During the fall and winter of 1835 and 1836 the first settlement was
commenced at what was then known by the Indian name of Che-boe-
wa-ting, or Big Rapids, of the Shiawassee—now Owosso. We had pur-

chased the first land here in 1833, and Hon. Elias Comstock, having also

purchased in the summer or fall of 1835, commenced an improvement
near his present residence. We had erected a log house and sent Henry
S. Smith, before mentioned, there.

During that winter the county seat was located by three commis-
sioners, viz: Garry Spencer, a tailor, of Detroit, John Greenfield, a

moulder and workman in a Detroit foundry, and Hon. Samuel Axford,
of Oakland or Macomb county—the land on section 28, now Corunna,
having been located by Col. Andrew Mack, of Detroit, at the land ofl&ce,

in view of such a location. Mr. Mack had never then been in the

county, as he subsequently informed me. During the spring of 1836
and the following summer very large additions were made to the popu-
lation of the county, extending from east to west along the Grand River
road. Mills were built at Shiawasseetown that season. A large colony
came under the lead of one Bacon, and a colony from Ohio.

The colony under the lead of Daniel Ball (father of Senator Ball, of

Grand Rapids), came from Rochester, N. Y., and settled at Owosso, still

known as the Rapids, Judge Comstock having already sent two families

there, viz : Overton and . He also removed his own fam-
ily there the next season. The following families : Phelps, Laing,
Nichols, Hutchins, Rowe, Jackson, Sargent, Seymour, Wilkinson, Griggs,

Castle, Dewey, Slocum, Flint, Roberts, Green, Cook, Harmon, Beard,
Whitcomb, Provost, Ezra D. Barnes, Green, J. Barnum, Crawford, Cole,

and many others, moved in during 1836 and 1837.

PROGRESS OF SETTLEMENTS IN SHIAWASSEE AND CLINTON COUNTIES.

As stated above, the settlement extended west along the route opened
by the Dexter and Ionia colony. In 1835 Capt. Scott located at the

Indian village on the Looking-glass river, named after the Indian name
Wab-wa-aw-Seepe, in Clinton county, and subsequently named the place

DeWitt. He improved the road and induced others to follow. At the

organization of Shiawassee county Clinton w^as attached to it, and both
had one representative in the legislature. In 1836 speculation was at

the zenith of its glory. Paper Town was in the hands of everybody, and,
unfortunately for our county, the settlement attracted scores of specula-

tors in wild land, much of the most desirable lands were taken up, and
very largely by persons not intending to settle upon it. The lands were



484 Pioneer Society of Michigan.

bought one day for $1.25 per acre, and the next day held to be worth $5
by the purchasers.

As stated before, my brother and myself had previously purchased
about two hundred acres of land where Owosso now is, being attracted to

the place by its Indian name, Che-boc-wa-ting, (Big rapids); and as dur-

ing our travels through the large section of country our Indian trade had
led us to explore, we saw a fine water power and beautiful plain on one
side, while a dense forest and heavy timbered land were on the other,

together with the central position it would ultimately occupy to the county
whenever the eastern portion of the county was taken off. We even then

suspected a new county would be formed, with Grand Blanc or Flint as

its centre. We located land at Owosso in the years 1833 and 1834, in

view of founding a town, although we made no improvements until the

fall of 1835, when we agreed with Mr. Henry Smith to build a log house

there, that being the first building erected in the north half of the county.

The next winter Judge Comstock, a scholar and Christian gentleman of

the old school, erected the second log house on the left, or west bank of

the river, where he now resides with his family, universally respected in

his mature age by all who have the pleasure of his acquaintance.

During the fall and winter of 1835, we negotiated for the sale of the

water power and a portion of the land at this place to a company foi-med

at Rochester, N. Y., headed by Daniel Ball, who were to bring a colony,

erect a saw and grist-mill, and assist in building up a town at the ra[)ids.

Mr. Ball located and purchased of the government two or three sections

of land in the vicinity and south of Owosso. This was in the fall when
he first came to explore, my brother, A. L. Williams, falling in with him
and suggesting the place as affording good facilities for such a project.

location of the county seat.

During the winter of 1836 the county seat was located on section

twenty-eight, then recently purchased by Mr. Mack, of Detroit. I came
from Pontiac with the commissioners, making headquarters at my
brother's house at our old trading-post. The late Hon. Jacob M. How-
ard and a young attorney of Baltimore, Md., named Churchman, with

two or three others besides the commissioners, formed the party. We
spent three days examining various locations and visiting the rapids,

(Owosso), twice on different days. The second day, on returning to my
brother's, we found a boy courier with letters to Spencer and Greenfield,

who, after a long private consultation, asked my brother to describe to

them where, on our route down the river, made the first day upon liorse-

back and upon the ice, all the way from the present site of Shiawassee-

town, was situated section twenty-eight, carefully examining a map to

see where that section was. (Mr. Axford had, upon seeing the rapids

and meeting Judge Comstock there, expressed his opinion very frankly

in favor of the place). The next day after the dispatches were received

we again visited the rapids after going to the geographical centre of the

county, and that day before they had seen section twenty-eight—except

when riding rapidly down the river upon the ice the first day of our
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exploring—Mr. Garry Spencer and John Greenfield, both of Detroit, in

my presence decided to locate the county seat on section twenty-eight, its

present site. Mr. Axford told them it seemed strange to him that they

could arrive at such a conclusion before they had seen the land, and that

he would go with them the next day and look at it, provided they could

find it. At that time neither Spencer nor Greenfield had ever before

been in the county, and I had been with them all the time in exploring.

There was no road, and the Indian trail did not run within a mile of

the river at that point. The next day my brother piloted the commis-
sioners to Col. Mack's land on section twenty-eight, where the location

was made, myself returning to Pontiac the same day, fully satisfied that

a great wrong was being perpetrated. It may not be amiss to say that

every man in the county, a settler at that time, signed a remonstrance

asking the governor to withhold his sanction of the act. Thus was loca-

ted the county seat of Shiawassee county.

SETTLEMENT OF OWOSSO.

We had previously surveyed and staked out the village plat of Owosso,

and we completed the contract with Daniel Ball & Co. while the commis-
sioners were exploring. The next spring Mr. Ball brought on his colony,

com})rising several families, among whom were Rufus Collier, Simon
Howell, Don Carlos Griswold, John B. Griswold, (now a resident of Chesa-

ning), Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Sweet and their families, Henry Crooks, Mr. Hilton

and son, John Lute, (mayor of Rochester, N. Y., last year), Mr. Seagle and
family also, (Mrs. Seagle gave birth to a son, the first child born in the vil-

lage and north half of the county ; the old lady is still living with said son

in tlie town of Woodhull). Mr. Ball proceeded to excavate the present

mill-race and erected the saw-mill, bringing much heavy gearing and
machinery via Saginaw and up the Shiawassee river. Few at the pres-

•ent time can have any just idea of the difficulties to be overcome by such

men in settling such a new country. The nearest grist-mills were at

Pontiac or Dexter, and nearly all supplies had to be carted from Detroit.

The season of 1836 being very wet and cold the roads were almost

impassable, and in October—the 8th, I believe—a heavy fall of snow occur-

red, breaking down much timber, obstructing the navigation of the river

below Chesaning and filling the roads with timber and tree-tops. But
the indomitable energy of Mr. Ball and his party knew no bounds, and
they succeeded in bringing through their supplies and machinery, with

furniture and the necessary articles of a new colony, so as to pass the

winter in tolerable comfort.

In the spring of 1837 my brother removed with his family to Owosso,

myself returning to the county, and we united our energies to build up
the town. We built a log house just in front of Dr. Barnes' present resi-

dence. The mosquitoes and gnats were terrible to bear. We built fires

with rotten wood long before night to keep them away, bringing in pans
filled to keep them out of the house. And I well recollect one night being
in the chamber with two or three workmen, among whom, I think, was
Mr. Wm. Newberry, a mechanic. We were nearly smothered, or choked
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to death from the effects of the burning of some capsicum, or red pepper,
that A. L. had, in desperation, thrown into the fire, all of us in the chamber
having to run for our lives. That quieted the mosquitoes and gnats, and
came very near quieting us too. Does any one wish to know the sensa-
tion ? Just try it.

During the summers of 1836 and 1837, quite a village had been built
up at Shiawasseetown and at Byron. Mr. Provost and company erected
niills and the county received large additions of settlers both to the
villages and surrounding towns. For me to attempt to give names of
any considerable number of the settlers arriving in the various sections
of the county would be simply a work of supererogation. There are
now residing in every township then settled many persons far more com-
petent than myself to furnish for publication the early statistics required
for preserving a history of the progression made in each town. Why
will not some one or more of these men in each town do it? And if the
men won't, then ladies, to the rescue, and I am well assured that if you
move at once in this direction, and give us the result of your experience
in settling a new country, much will be preserved that will be invaluable
to those who come after you.

But I must return to Owosso and its progress. During the fall of
1837 Mr. Daniel Gould, the first county surveyor, settled at Owosso; also
Mr. A Grifiith, the Chipmans, George Parkill, Hon. S. M. Green, the
Findleys, and many other families. This summer the Northern railroad
line was surveyed and located as a part of the internal improvement
plan adopted by the state. The route was from Port Huron via Lapeer,
Flint, Corunna, Owosso, Lyons, Ionia, and Grand Rapids to Lake Michi-
gan

; and during the years 1838-9 much of the line was chopped and
grubbed out and considerable grading done at various points along the
line, very little of which work has ever been utilized by the railroads
since built, and except when occasionally used for a wagon road, the
money thus expended by the state was thrown away. We at Owosso

—

which had now been regularly named by the proprietors after consulting
with Daniel Ball, Sanford M. Green and^Elias Comstock—prefixed to the
chief's name Wosso the letter " O " thus making the name, as was claimed,
more euphonious.

We found it necessary also to seek an outlet for the products of the
county, as well as some means of getting goods to the place other than
by the deep rutted roads from Detroit, Pontiac, and Ann Arbor. We
then endeavored to use Shiawassee river, Mr. Ball & Co. expended several
thousand dollars, my brother and myself adding tliree thousand dollars
in two years, in removing obstructions of drift wood and fallen timbers,
principally between Chesaning and Bad river, making a tow path along
the bank, forming stone dams, and the many expedients necessary to ren-
der the river navigable to Saginaw. To"^ that work Messrs. Ball and
Green devoted themselves, both working in the water beside their men
from early morning till dark, tormented by mosquitoes both day and
night. In prosecuting their work one of their foremen, Mr. John B. Gris-
wold, greatly aided their efforts. To fail in this work we thought fatal to
the success of settling our portion of the county, as the expense of cartage:
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over wagon roads was ruinous to business men. We succeeded in rendering
the river navigable for fiat bottomed boats, and one boat was built called

then a Durham boat, capable of carrying and did carry over two hundred
barrels of flour at one cargo from Owosso to Saginaw. Sevearl scows were
first built with foot or running boards at each side for the boatmen to

pole the boat up the river. From Chesaning a horse was used to tow
the boat, occasionally jumping the horse on to the bow of the boat to

cross him over the river when the bank afforded better facility for the

tow line. Let it be remembered that in 1839 the state had abandoned
the railroad and we expected no other outlet soon.

In 1838 Messrs. Ebenezer (now Colonel) Gould and David D. Fish

had established themselves as merchants at Owosso, really the first mer-
chants here, although Ball & Co., and my brother and myself had kept

some goods in a log store previously, and said Gould and Fish aided in

the river improvement and navigation enterprise. Dr. S. W. Pattison

came to Owosso from Fentonville in 1839, being the first physician in

the county that practiced medicine. Dr. Roberts had previously settled

in Perry, but turned his energies to farming—being one of the first set-

tlers in that towmship, a man of intelligence, possessing a well cultivated

mind. Previous to this time we had occasionally sent to Flint or to

Fentonville for a doctor, we always being provided with what physicians

were then all armed with : lancet, turnkeys for extracting teeth, the

grand panacea for all diseases, to-wit : calomel, jalap, Peruvian or Jesuit

bark, quinine, ca.stor oil, Epsom salts, opium and Dover's powders, and
the woods furnished the cure for ague—boneset.

THE INDIANS,

When we commenced trade with them our field for collecting furs

comprised Oakland, Livingston, Ingham, Eaton, Clinton, Shiawassee,

Genesee, Lapeer, parts of Tuscola, Saginaw, and Gratiot counties.

The various bands all belonged to the Chippeway or Saginaw tribes. In

1819 they liad by a treaty held at Saginaw, generally called the Cass

treaty (General Lewis Cass acting as commissioner in behalf of the United
States), ceded to the government all the land they claimed in the lower
peninsula, except an occasional reservation, the Indians reserving the

right to hunt and fish until such time as the land was settled. We found
them scattered over this vast primitive forest, each band known by its

locality, or by the name of their chief. They subsisted chiefly by hunt-
ing, although all had summer residences where they raised corn (min-
dor min), potatoes, turnips, beans, anol sometimes squashes, pumpkins
and melons. They were hospitable, honest and friendly, although al-

ways reserved until well acquainted, never obtrusive unless under the
influence of their most deadly enemy—intoxicating drink. None of

these spoke a word of English, and the}'' evinced no desire to learn it.

During the spring and summer they visited friends and relatives at a dis-

tance, and had horse and foot races, with wrestling and jumping matches;
some were fond of games and betting, but this was not indulged in by
the best families.
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I believe they were as virtuous and guileless a people as I have ever

lived among, previous to their great destruction in 1834 by the cholera,

and again their almost extermination during the summer of 1837, by
(to them the most dreaded disease) the small-pox, which was brought to

Cliesaning from Saginaw, they fully believing that one of the Saginaw
Indians had been inoculated purposel}^ by a doctor there ; the belief

arose from the fact that an Indian had been vaccinated by the doctor,

probably after his exposure to the disease, and the man died of small-pox.

The Indians always dreaded vaccination from fear and suspicion of the
operation. The Asiatic cholera in 1832 did not reach the interior of

Michigan, but in 1834 it seemed to be all over the country, and was cer-

tainly atmospheric as it attacked Indians along the Shiawassee and other
rivers, producing convulsions and cramps with death after a few hours.

This began to break the Indians up at their various villages; the white
settlements becoming general, and many persons selling them whisky
(then easily purchased at the distilleries for twenty-five cents per gallon)

soon told fearfully on them. When the small-pox broke out in 1837,
the}'^ fled to the woods by families, but not until some one of the family
broke out with the disease and died ; when they hastily threw some earth
over the body and fled to be again smitten at the new encampment.

Thus whole villages and bands were decimated, and during the sum-
mer and fall many were left without a burial at the camps in the woods,
and were devoured by wolves. I visited the village of Che-as-sin-ing
(Big Rock village) now called Chesaning, and saw in the summer camps
several bodies only partially covered up, and not a living soul could I

find except one old squaw that was convalescent. We afterwards sent

some flour and other provisions to the few that remained. Judge Dexter,
of the village of Dexter, gave me ten dollars to assist them to flour.

Most of the adults attacked died, and it is a remarkable fact that no
white person ever took the disease from them, although in many instancevS

the poor, emaciated creatures visited white families while covered with
pustules and scabs. Thus passed away these once proud owners of the
land, leaving a sickly, depressed, and eventually a begging, debased
remnant of a race that a few years before scorned a mean act, and among
whom a theft was scarcely ever known. I do not think I possess any
morbid sentimentalit}- for Indians ; I simply wish to represent them as

we found them ; what they are now is easily seen by the few wretched
specimens left around us.
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ST. JOSEPH COUNTY.

In-cidexts C<jnn'ected with the First Settlement ok Nottawa-Sippi Prairie in

St. Joseph County—By S. C. Coffinberry.

Keatl at the Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society, Feb. 7, 1878.

It was about the year 1825 that the first emigration was directed to

the county of St. Josepli, A more inviting and encouraging prospect

was never tendered by the hand of nature to tlie many emigrants. More
beautiful scenes than the wild domain presented never, perhaps, greeted

the eye of the enterprising Iiome-seeker—embracing a versatility of nat-

ural beauty, mingled with imposing grandeur. On the one hand
stretched bur-oak plains, spread with a verdant carpet, variegated with

dazzling wild flowers, without an obstacle to intercept the view for miles,

save the sombre trunks of tlie low oaks, sparsely spreading their shadows
across the lawn ; on the other hand arose the undulations of the white-

oak openings, with picturesque outlines of swells and slopes grace-

fully sweeping and sharply defined in the distance. Then, there lay

the majestic prairie, grand in expansive solitude, its fringe of timber, as

seen in the distance, resembling a diligently trained and well-trimmed

garden parterre. Here the emigrant foresaw a prosperous future for agri-

cultural industries, and an unlimited scope for domestic enterprise, pros-

perity and wealth.

Among the largest and most fertile of these prairies was Nottawa-
Sippi, in the northern part of the county, a large portion of which was
not, until several years later, within the reach of the emigrant. A tribe

of Pottawattamie Indians occupied a reservation of twelve miles square

in the northern part of the county, including a part of this prairie. As
long as it remained the domain of the red man, it was inaccessible to

the agriculturist. The Pottawattamie clung to this reservation with a

dying fondness, and, as the settlers thought, with a morbid pertinacity.

The settlers did not reflect that this small reservation of land to which
this tribe was circumscribed, contains the play grounds of the infancy

and the graves of the fathers of a once numerous and powerful nation

of warriors—that civilization had encroached upon by gradual advances
—that here, for ages, their sires had erected their altars and the savage
chieftain had taught the young brave to tune the notes of war ; that here

the war-dance of the nation was celebrated, and the smoke of the national

council fire had ascended; that this twelve-mile square, embracing the

northern half of the Nottawa prairie and the heavy forests, now the fer-

tile farming lands of Menclose township, through which the St. Joseph
river coursed from northeast to southwestwardly, had ever been, and still

remains a favorite haunt of the red man.
Notwithstanding the settler found himself surrounded with thousands

of acres of the most fertile lands attainable, for ten shillings per acre,
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and offered to him by a munificent government at this paltry price, he
still envied the poor Indian his little home. In vain the chiefs, in solemn
council said to him, " You have more lands than you can use, why do
vou want more? You have much ; we have little ; whj'- do you want our
little?"

The red man could not comprehend the philosophy of that enterprise,

or (as they considered it) rapacity, of civilization, which had swept the
aborigines from their native soil to make place for its advancements ; for

the time they had forgotten that their people had withered like autumn
leaves before the atmosphere of that enterprise, and vainly thought that
they could remain on their reservation of twelve miles square and pros-

per, surrounded by the white man and the influences of civilization, not-
withstanding the same white man had set his heart upon having that
little reservation, and was already exercising his ingenuity to obtain it.

It was a little while after the first settlement commenced that the
proposition was made to the Pottawattamies to sell their reservation to

the government. To this proposition the unanimous negative of the
whole nation was returned. The chiefs, however, notwithstanding this

earnest negative answer, were constantl}'^ harassed with a repetition of
the same proposition, while individuals of the tribe were importuned by
individuals among their new neighbors to sell, or trade to them lots of

eighty or one hundred and sixty acres on their reservation, or to relin-

quish and quit claim to them their individual right and interest in this

reservation.

These importunities, unpleasant and annoying as they were to tlie

Indians, were firmly rejected and patiently submitted to b}^ them.
Several years before the period of the settlement alluded to above,

the romantic beauty of the northern margin of the prairie bordered by
tiie St. Joseph, had pointed it out as an eligible trading-post, and conse-
quently, the emigrants found here a small settlement of French habitmis-

who had sufficiently introduced agriculture to show the fertility of the
soil when reclaimed by a little labor.

These traders supplied the Indians with ammunition, blankets, cot-

ton and woolen fabrics, trinkets, etc., in exchange for furs and peltries.

The Indians were sober and as indolent as Indians always are in their

native condition. Their wants were few and easily supplied by tlie

chase. The traders dealt fairly and honestly with them, won their con-

fidence and exerted a great influence over them. It was not until after

years, when the tide of emigration began to set. into St. Josepli county,
that the " fire water" was applied to the lips of these unfortunate natives,

when they began to decline. Both policy and huraanit}'^ dictated to the
French trader to discourage the introduction of this withering curse
among the Indians ; their pecuniar}' success depended upon their industry
and prosperity, and their .safety upon the sobriety and dignity of the
Indians.

On the south bank of the St. Joseph river, a mile and a half south-
westwardly from the present village of Mendon, where now stands his

magnificent mansion, Hon. P. Marrantette (then a young man) established
his trading house. In tlie year 1883, after the Indians had become cor-
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rupted and degraded through the introduction of strong drink by the

settlers, the writer first saw Mr. Marrantelte exerting an almost absolute

control over the Indians, in which his chief aim was their prosperity

and happiness, and, at the same time, indignantly inveighing against

the inhumanity and heartlessness of those who introduced the poison
into the wigwam. Mr. Marrantette was then a young man, and, although
time has gradually drawn his mantle of gray around him, it is presumed
he has not forgotten Avith what deep earnestness he expressed his solici-

tude for those declining natives with whom he had long been in friendly

intercourse, as he saw them rapidly sinking under the consuming "fire-

water," into groveling poverty, imbecility and wretchedness.

The history of the ruin of these poor Indians is indeed piteous ; and
there are those still residing in this county who grew rich from their

ruin. How worthless must this wealth be to the possessor if he reflects

upon the nefarious and vicious means of its acquisition.

At the commencement of the first settlement of St. Joseph county the
Nottawa tribe of Pottawattamies acknowledged the sway of Pierrie Mor-
reau as chief.

Morreau was a white man, and was once an educated and accomplished
French gentleman ; whether a native of France or the descendant of
one of the old French families of Canada is not known. In early life-

he commenced business in Detroit as a mercantile trader. After some
misfortune in business, with the remains of a stock of goods he sought
this secluded retreat on the banks of the St. Joseph river. Here he es-

tablished a trade with the Indians, which he continued until his stock of
goods was exhausted. He then married an Indian woman, adopted the
Indian costume and habits of life. In his character as a savage he
seemed to have merged every reminiscence of civilization and to have
lost every vestige of its conduct and manners. When the settlements
began to gather around Nottawa prairie he was ninety years old, super-
annuated, decrepid, infirm, and disfigured.

Morreau by his Indian yvife had seven children who attained adult
age : Sau-au-quett, the oldest of four sons ; Mo-niss, Isadore and Wau-be-
gah, and three daughters : Betsy, Min-no-wis and Min-nah.

Sau-au-quett figured conspicuously in this tribe of Pottawattamie. After
his father became so dissipated and imbecile as to be unable to exert his

influence over the tribe as their chief or head, Sau-au-quett disputed the
right to govern with Cush-ee-wes, the legitimate chief of the tribe, whose
father, now deceased, had been supplanted by Morreau, many years before.

Sau-au-quett was a shrewd and wily man. He possessed wonderful
powers as an orator. His competitor, Cush-ee-wes, was a modest and
unassuming man. Each had his partizans and adherents. While the
warmest friends of Sau-au-quett admitted the rightful claim of Cush-ee-
wes, the fascinating eloquence, the winning manners and impressive
presence of Sau-au-quett carried a majority of the tribe, contrary to their

better judgment and equitable convictions, to support his pretensions.

Sau-au-quett was an extraordinary man. He measured six feet and
three inches in his moccasins. He was straight and well proportioned ;;

he possessed a commanding presence and a most imposing and winning
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address ; his features were classical, of the pure Roman mould ; when
the writer of this article, in 1833, made a crayon sketch of his head, he
then thought, and still thinks, he never gazed upon a more perfect model
of manly beauty, commanding dignity and perfection of human form.

It was this noble form and commanding eloquence that was the secret of

his great power oyer his fellows.

This tribe of Pottawattamies was continually inyolved in internal dis-

sensions while the pioneers supplied them with intoxicating drink, until

the frontier war, known as the Black Hawk war, commenced, at which
period the members of the tribe had sunken into the most abject poverty

and dissipation. They had ceased to hunt the forests for game and furs
;

they traded their ponies, their guns, and even their blankets for whisky,

and left their children to starve in their wigwams. The once proud
warriors had sunken into pitiable mendacity, and like a pack of hungry
wolves, clung around the new settlement howling for more " fire-water."

At this crisis the notes of Indian war were sounded along the frontier

settlement. The southern line of the Pottawattamie Reserve traversed

Nottawa prairie east and west near its center. That position of the

prairie south of tlie reservation line was among the first lands to be

located by the emigrants to the northern portion of the county. Plere,

then, when the alarm of the Black Hawk war was given, the huts of the

settlers were scattered along the southern margin, in the shadows of ihe

beautiful groves and islands of this portion of the prairie, in close prox-

imity with this band of debased Pottawatamies.

It is not to be wondered at that the settler felt sensations of alarm,
and that the mother drew her child closer to her bosom, as they were
aroused from their slumbers in their cabin by the wild shrieks of the

besotted Pottawattamie as he galloped across the prairie to his wigwam
steeped in drunkenness. ,

A panic seized tl\e new settlement. Some families fled in haste while

others prepared for defense.

Many are the anecdotes and traditions still current of the inglorious

flight of many, while others remained to meet the emergencies and grap-

ple with the vicissitudes and dangers of frontier life.

Goods and valuables were concealed; cattle were sold at half their

value, or abandoned and turned to the commons; crops left uncultivated

and ungathered.
A family from New England that had settled at Sturgis prairie, in

order to preserve their valuables, consisting of plate, china-ware, mirrors
and other relics of fashionable eastern life, which could not be made
sufficiently portable for a hasty flight, carefully packed these goods in a

large box, and in the dead of night, when there was no human eye to

note where these relics of former domestic luxury were to be deposited,

the whole famih^ gathered around the well hard by their log cabin, hav-
ing the box in their midst. Then, with many low whispers, the well-

rope was attached to the box, the windlass received a fresh supply of soft

soap to preclude the remotest possibility of its tell-tale creak, the crank
was seized by the men, and steadily, yet quietly turned, the box of valu-

ables softly yielded to their motive power. When the all-important box
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swung clear above the well that yawned to receive it, the rope suddenly
parted, the box was precipitated to the bottom of the well with a crash

like the discharge of a cannon, causing the earth to tremble and the con-

tents of the box to shatter to atoms. Loud shrieks from the several

females who were gathered around the well arose upon the midnight air,

and was echoed from the adjacent cabins whose tenants had been aroused

by the crash of the unlucky box of goods. The alarm was sounded along

the prairie settlement; shout answered shout, shriek replied to shriek,

and the prairie was awake. The scream of females on the night air struck

alarm into the hearts of the bravest, and deeming that the Sac warrior

was at their doors a general flight, with a few exceptions, followed.

With all this alarm there were those who appeared to fear nothing,

and could not be persuaded that the settlements were in danger. Such
were the venerable Judge Sturgis, on the southern boundary of the county,

whose cognomen the prairie bears, Martin G. Schellhous and his brothers,

near Nottawa prairie.

These men, as well as several others, pursued the even tenor of their

ways, and while the}^ became counselors and guides to the more restless

and excitable heroes in the hour of fancied danger, they also became the

subjects of indignant reprehension and outright curses, because they

could not participate in the fear and panic of their neighbors. They
were denounced as fools because they showed no sensations of alarm
when the whole country, as it was fancied, was on the eve of being over-

run by hordes of predatory savages.

The militia were ordered out on Nottawa prairie and duly organized

under the territorial law. Patrols were appointed and sentinels placed.

The shrill fife and rattling drum echoed along the borders of the late

peaceful prairie, and the martial feather flaunted proudly on the breeze.

Couriers were dispatched to the adjacent settlements to sound the tocsin

of war. Marvelous were the adventures of those redoubtable heroes in

the discharge of their various momentous trusts. Some of these, return-

ing, swolen with the importance of their positions, and flushed with the

glory of their missions, gathered wondering crowds around them to drink

in the story of the signs of war—the preparations for deadly conflict, and
their own individual hair-breadth escapes.

It was certain, from the various reports of these daring couriers, that the

Pottawattamie Indians on the Nottawa reservation were instruments in the

hands of Black Hawk, and that they also were collecting the implements
and munitions of war, and would soon prove formidable foes in the ap-

proaching dangers which were to ''try men's souls." These Pottawatta-

mies, it was true, could only muster about fifty warriors, enervated, enfee-

bled and trembling with dissipation and its concomitant diseases and
infirmities, and although they had no arms, nor the means to procure

them, still, their war-hoop might prove fearful.

Thus the attention of the heroes of Nottawa was withdrawn from the

seat of war in the west, and directed towards dangers and perils awaiting

them in the immediate vicinity of their once quiet homes.
The hostile intentions of these Nottawa Indians, by indubitable evi-

dence, had been reduced to a certainty. Many facts existed, and were
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commented upon, which were sufficient to carry conviction to the minds
of a majority of the settlers of the murderous purposes of the Pottawatta-

mies. The premises and deductions which led to this ultimate convic-

tion, to say the least, were curious to those who could not participate in

the apprehension of danger to the settlers, and ran in this manner: If

the Nottawa Indians have no hostile intentions, why do they avoid all

intercourse with their white neighbors? One young man related that he

was almost fired upon by one of the blood-thirsty savages, and that his

own presence of mind and indomitable braver}^ was all that saved his

scalp. He was on the margin of the prairie in pursuit of his pony, when
suddenly turning an angle of a dense hazel copse he saw old Muk-a-moot,

an Indian well known to the whole settlement as an inofiensive old man.
The wary savage darted into the hazle brush, as the intrepid young man
assumed, for the purpose of securing a cover from which to fire. He did

not see his gun, but he knew he had one, or why should he dodge into

the brush ? In this emergency a light pair of heels and a stout heart to

keep up their action soon delivered him from the vicinity of danger,

while the enfeebled Indian, trembling with fear, crippled away in the

opposite direction. " Fortune always favors the brave."

Min-no-wis, the sister of Sau-au-quette, was detected in stealthily ap-

proaching the cabin of one of the settlers to ascertain, by espionage, the

strength of the white enemy and the means of defense. It was in vain

that she endeavored to conceal her treachery under the plausible story

that her children were starving, and that she came to beg a morsel of

bread to save their lives. All knew this to be a fabrication, for if her

purposes were honest why should she skulk? Sure, the suffering wretches

had received no means of subsistence from the whites, as was their usual

custom since the war alarm had been sounded, for both parties, from
some cause, had maintained a respectful distance from each other ; but,

if it was only bread she wanted, why did she not come up boldly, and
offer her bead-work for it, as she had formerly done, instead of stealing

along under cover of a brush-fence to the back door of the log cabin ?

In vain she said she was afraid the white man, alarmed and incensed,

might misapprehend her intentions and ill treat her, and that, there-

fore, she sought the interview with the white man's wife alone. If her

purpose was honest, why endeavor to avoid the white man, and seek the

white man's wife alone? In vain she told them that the white woman
was a mother, as well as she, and could feel for the starving papoosie,

while the white man could not know how the Indian mother pitied her

child. In vain, when bread was refused, the tears mounted to her eyes

as she threw down the little beaded moccasins which she had nicely

guessed to fit the tiny foot of the white man's child. When ordered to

take them and leave, her piteous reply, " Keep them, they are no good to

poor squaw if they will not buy bread," was absolutely interpreted into

the most indubitable evidence of nefarious intentions.

The intrepid and fearless white man added new laurels to his brow
by forcibly driving the poor creature from his door with the threat that,

if she did not leave he would hang her upon the nearest oak ; nor was



Annual Meeting of 1878. 495

the valor of this hero diminished as the Indian mother replied, " Hang
me up, white man, and then Min-no-wis will not see her children starve."

This circumstance, with others of a like character which transpired

about the time that the helpless and starving natives were driven by
liunger and want from their retreat, were the crowning proofs of tlieir

hostile intentions. These incidents were poured into the ears of the set-

tlers by those who participated in them, with such an emphasis, and such
xin enhancement of their details, as to arouse a perfect tumult of fear

from one end of the settlement to the other.

What was to be done in this crisis of danger? The number of the

guards were increased, the patrols were strengthened, and a meeting of

the entire settlement was demanded to deliberate upon the public safety,

and to devise ways and means of securing it against the inevitable

attacks of the Nottawa Indians. Already women fancied themselves
burning at the stake, while their husbands, the brave militia, fancied

their names enrolled in the pages of history, surrounded by a halo of

living glory among the heroes of the battle-field. A momentous day,
fraught with daring deeds, was rapidly approaching, and the book of

fame was about to receive an accession of illustrious names to be trans-

mitted to the ceaseless ages of posterity.

The meeting was called, and "there was mounting in hot haste."

The strong men of the neighborhood came together. The assembly was
held at the house of Captain Powers, who commanded the valiant militia.

The meeting was duly organized and presented a formidable array of

citizen soldiers, armed with rusty cavalry swords, shot-guns, rifles, and
muskets, all of which, from their appearance, had seen service in former
wars. There was to be seen, also, soiled and tattered uniforms, crushed
and tarnished epaulettes and dimmed bullion lace.

Elaborate and eloquent addresses were poured forth, replete with
invocations and appeals to the patriotism of the lukewarm, and glowing
with enthusiastic bursts of encouragement to those who were awake to

the dangers which surrounded the neighborhood.
After many speeches and the most solemn deliberation, it was deter-

mined to erect a strong fortification on the lands of Daniel Hogan, located

near the east end of Nottawa prairie, to be known as Fort Hogan.
Andrew McMillan now owns and occupies this farm ; the walls of Fort
Hogan, which had received the labor of one day and a half from about
forty settlers, have long since been leveled by the plowshare of the hus-
bandman.

At this time a large body of militia, under the command of General
Brown, was massed at Niles, in Berrien county, slowly advancing towards
Chicago, the rendezvous of the operative military forces under General
Atkinson.

Among other decisions, by a vote of this meeting it was determined
to send an express messenger to Niles to beg General Brown to send a
detachment of his volunteers and militia to Fort Hogan to guard and
protect the frontier settlement on Nottawa prairie. Then arose an
important question. Who was to be that messenger? It was improper,
unjust, cruel, nay, inhuman, to force, by stern military discipline, one of
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the citizen soldiers into the imminent danger of this perilous mission,,

perhaps to return after a thousand hair-breadth escapes; perhaps, to

leave his bones to bleach in some solitary dell of the wilderness between
Centerville and Niles. Where was the man who would volunteer on
this all-imi»ortant mission, pregnant with danger at every step? Who
would accept the hazard ?

At this crisis of anxiety, Benjamin Sherman (whose name is associ-

ated with the early history of this county, and who, as Col. Sherman,
has been widely and favorably known until his recent decease), arose in

the meeting, in which he had been a silent auditor up to this juncture

of emergencies. Every eye rested upon Col. Sherman, and every one

sat in breathless silence as he addressed the meeting.
'' Gentlemen," said the speaker, in his sententious style, " I planted the

first apple tree west of the meridian line in Michigan, and I have abund-
ant reason to believe that I have as good a knowledge of the disposition

of the Nottawa Indians as any one. I do not believe there is the least

danger of their disturbing any of us ; 1 believe the poor cusses are more
scared than you are. But, to cut a long story short, if you must send an
express to Niles, a man can be found to go ; 'though its my humble opin-

ion vou will send him on a fool's errand. I am always ready to face the

music. So, make out your dispatches and I'll be off."

The welkin rang with huzzas as the colonel resumed his seat.

"Arm yourself to the teeth, squire Sherman," said one. " Here, take

my horse pistols," said another.
'" Shaw, nonsense," said the colonel, impatiently, at the same time

grasping a large hickory cane, " I want no better protection than this.

I cut this at Mount Morris in York state, in 1829, and have carried it

ever since. I have carried it over a thousand miles. It's the true blue.

I wouldn't give it for all your footy pistols, in a hand-to-hand skrimage."

Captain Powers delivered to Col. Sherman his dispatch to General

Brown, and just as the sun sunk in the west the colonel mounted his

pony and departed on his mission.

On the day following this memorable meeting the work commenced
upon Fort Hogan. Plows, scrapers, and ox teams were in requisition.

Manual labor was lustily applied until sunset, and the northeast angle

of Fort Hogan had arisen in an earth work of black prairie soil about

two feet in height, extending west mo.st three rods and south some two

rods.

There were those among the settlers who unequivocally refused ta

contribute by labor or otherwise to the erection of this fortification, and
who persisted in the opinion that no danger threatened the neighborhood

from the inoffensive Nottawa Indians. Cyrus Schellhous was one of

these. Mr. Schellhous was then an active young man whose nature was
strongly imbued with a vein of waggish humor. Since then Mr. Schell-

hous' name has been interwoven with the history of St. Joseph county.

He was a man of enterprising habits of life, generous impulses and
humane instincts. He filled many honorable positions in the official re-

sponsibilities of the county, and died at Constantine but a few years

since, honored for his integrity and usefulness as a citizen.
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While the labor was progressintr at Fort Hogan, Cyrus Sclielllious

stole away to the Indian village on the reservation, lie found the In-
dians almost destitute and laboring under a false apprehension that
their white neighbors, taking advantage of the Black Hawk excitement,
meditated an attack upon their village with the purpose of driving them
from their reservation and appropriating it to their use. He could not
prevail upon them to send some of their leading men with him to the
settlers to assure them of their peaceful intentions, and to receive assur-
ances from their white neighbors that their intentions were misappre-
hended by the Indians. After a brief council of the Indians, in which
the partisans of Cush-ee-wes and Sau-au-([nett united, it was determined
that if they were invited to an interview with the settlers by Captain
Powers they would send a deputation to such an interview.

It was with difficulty that Mr. Schellhous could sufficiently counter-
act the excitement that prevailed among the settlers to take a rational
view of the situation and accept the proposition of a truce and an inter-

view between the belligerents. But this measure was finally adopted at
noon of the second day's labor on Fort Hogan. The interview was ajv
pointed to take place at the cabin of Captain Powers.

At ten o'clock in the forenoon of the day following a large gathering-
of the settlers had assembled at the place apiiointed in anticipation of the
interview.

The redoubtable captain paced back and forth in front of his cabin
with a quick and nervous step ; his plume nodded on the air as he sud-
denly turned his head from side to side in anxious expectation of the
approach of the Indian deputation with which he was to confer. This
worthy officer suddenly halted as his eyes were fixed upon a distant ob-
ject upon the level prairie. He seized his sword scabbard with his left

hand, and grasping the hilt with his right, after several lusty efitbrts that
were sufficient to start a sapling from its hold in the earth, the war-worn
and trusty weapon leaped from its scabbard with a military flourish.

All eyes at once turned in the direction of the captain's gaze, when
was observed the approach of the expected deputation, consisting of
Cush-ee-wes, with two others of his tribe and an interpreter, under the
escort and protection of Cyrus Schellhous.

Thus these humbled and depressed representatives of a once numer-
ous and proud people met the descendants of those who had driven
them from their homes and run the iron plow-share over the graves of
their fathers.

While there was a marked humanity mingled with suspicion in the
countenances of those Indians as the}' approached, tliere was firmness in
their step, and pride and dignity in their bearing.

Cush-ee-wes was below the middle stature, but of strong and heavy
mould. He was a man of great equanimity and indomitable firmness.

He was above the middle age. In his habits he had not been so incor-
rigibly addicted to inebriation as were a majority of his tribe, and pre-
served in his personal manners and appearance traces of that native
grace and dignity which, in their intercourse with civilized man, appears
to be a national characteristic of the untutored red man. Whatever mav
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have been the habits of Cush-ee-wes, or those of his people, the non-
intercourse between them and their white neighbors, which had now
continued for several days, had interdicted the use of strong drink among
the Indians, consequently they were all sober, for the reason that the poor
Indians were dependent upon their friendly relations with their civilized

neighbors for the means of their most brutal degradation.

There must be many melancholy reflections to cloud the memory of

the white man as he looks back to the past relations between him and the

red man. In view of the logic of philosophy, the ethics of civil govern-
ment and equities of humanity, he can find no sophism of civilization to

serve as a sufficient apology for making the red man what he is : de-

graded and grovelling in drunkenness, shorn of his honor, robbed of his

heritage, and driven forth a pitiable mendicant. No genial reminiscences

arise in this picture of reflections to soften and palliate its stern and
severe inhumanity.

It is difficult to say what the Indian might not have been had his

feeble efforts to conciliate the white man and to cultivate his friendship

been requited and met by efforts in kind, on the part of the white man,
instead of cruelty and repeated acts of injustice. It is difficult to say
whether civilized man could have played the savage more aptly had
their lessons of barbarity been taught in the wild-wood forest by lawless

heathen chieftains, instead of the pliilosophy of peace on earth and good
will among men, as taught them in Christian sanctuaries by surpliced

priests.

The small party of Indians advanced to within a few paces of the

spot occupied by the captain of the militia. Cush-ee-wes approached
that officer and presented his hand in token of friendship, then retired a

pace or two with easy grace, and thrusting his thumbs between his per-

son and his belt of wampum, stood facing the bold commander with an
ease and unaffected dignity which contrasted strangely with the fidgity

manner of the captain. Thus he stood several minutes, motionless and
silent, awaiting the announcement of the wishes of his white neighbors,

though the captain was as silent as the Indians.

At length, Cush-ee-wes, through the interpreter, said :
'' What does

the white man want? He has sent for his red brother. Let the pale-

face speak."
" We want to know," returned the captain, " what we have done to

induce you to set about cutting our throats and scalping our women and
children."

" The pale-face," returned Cush-ee-wes, " does not speak the words of

wisdom, or he would not ask the red man what the pale-face has done.

The red man could say, that when the pale-face came to the hunting-
grounds of the red man, our hunters showed him the haunt of the wild

deer, and the place where the honey-bee made comb. He showed him
the otter's slide and the places where the wild fowls built their nests.

The white man killed many of our deer, and drove many from our hunt-
ing grounds ; he followed the bee from his corn-field to its home in the

forest tree, and carried away our honey ; he traced the otter to its burrow
and robbed us of his fur; he scared the wild fowl from our waters and
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the red man had nothing to eat—his squaws and children were starving

in the wigwam. Then the red man asked the pale-face for bread, and
the white man poured fire-water down the throats of our warriors, and
our strong men became squaws and trembled. The white man wanted
our little reservation of land, and when our warriors were few and hun-
gry ; when they were weak with drinking the fire-water of the white man

;

when they had no strength in their limbs, no bravery in their hearts;

when they had no arms to shoot with, no voice to shout the war whoop,
no breath to shriek the battle-cry, then the pale-face struck the war path

;

he beat his drum and called all his strong warriors together to drive the
Pottawattamie from his little reservation and take it for himself. The red
man did not wish to disturb the pale-face. The red man was weak, the
white man was strong. The red man few, the pale-face many. The pale-

face speaks not the words of wisdom. What has the pale-face to say ?

Why does he want the red man's land ? Why does he call his warriors
together to drive the red man from his wigwam and the graves of his

fathers? Let the white man speak."

The redoubtable commander was brought to a dead stand. For the
first he learned that the Indians had misinterpreted his patriotic opera-
tions for the defense of the settlement into the preliminaries of an offen-

sive attack upon the Indian village with the intention of driving them
away and seizing their reservation. He knew not what to reply to the
touching appeal of Cush-ee-wes.

"Did you not receive messengers from Black Hawk?" inquired Cap-
tain Powers, " and did j^ou not arm yourselves in order to aid the Sacs
intend to murder all the settlers ?"

" The pale-face speaks not the words of wisdom," replied Cush-ee-wes
and continued, " We are weak, you are strong. The weak are not fools

to dare the strong. The Sac is the enemy of the Pottawattamie. There
never was friendship between our nations. There were never good words
between our people and the Sac nation. We had many wars, and the
tomahawk was never buried between us. The Pottawattamie hates the
Sac as the eagle hates the filthy crow. The pale-face speaks not the
words of wisdom. We wished the pale-face to take many scalps of our
old enemy, the cunning Sac. The few young warriors of our tribe who
could still follow the warpath and not make a crooked trail, went with
the white chief, Captain Hatch, to fight with our white brothers against
our old enemies, the lying Sac. We thought that if the Sac would come
to Nottawa-Sippi to sound the war cry among our wigwams, our pale-face
brother would be our friend, and that together we would go on the war-
path against him. We were weak, you were strong. We were not wise
for when the pale-face saw that our few, strong young warriors had gone
with the white chief. Captain Hatch, to fight the Sac, then our white
neighbors made war upon us. Then we feared the Sac, far away, and
the pale-face near oiir own wigwams. Our men fled to the woods and our
women and children hungered for food. The pale-face speaks not the
words of wisdom. The red man would be the friend of the white man
and would fly to his cabin for shelter when danger comes, but the white
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man would not let us come ; he raised the tomahawk against us. What
has the pale-ftice to say ? Let our white brother speak."*

After a few inquiries of the interpreter and other French settlers who
had mingled with the assembly, it was ascertained to a certainty that a

few of the Pottawattamies of the reservation had volunteered, with Capt.

Hatch, a trader, among them, and several days before had gone to join

the war forces at Chicago, under Gen. Atkinson.

Here, then, was a denouraent wliich at once stripped the war with

the Nottawa Indians of all its impending dangers, and its valiant and
redoubtable heroes of their transient honors.

This denoument was hailed by tlie crowd with a loud shout of relief,

in which no small degree of ridicule was manifested in derisive hisses.

The assembly dispersed, and tlie memorable occasion was one to impress

upon the mind of the illustrious captain of the Nottawa militia a deep

sense of the evanescent brilliancy of military honors and the vanity of

martial renown. Crest-fallen and disappointed in his ambitious aspira-

tions, he retired to his quiet cabin, doffed his military plume and martial

habit, and hung his trusty sword upon the wall, there to rest forever;

for, as the assembly dispersed. Col. Sherman returned from Niles with

the welcome news of the capture of Black Hawk and the termination of

the Sac war.

Those who now occupy and enjoy the highly cultivated and produc-

tive farms of St. .Joseph county, and especially the broad acres of Not-

tawa prairie, embracing the reservation alluded to in this article, may
not readily realize that their own quiet homesteads were so recently the

scenes of the stirring incidents here related. Indeed, the contrast is

great. Industry and enterprise, by the touch of their magic wand, have
developed the richest resources of agricultural wealth and luxury. The
once unbroken prairie has changed into fertile fields ladened with cereal

products. The wigwams of the savage have changed into tasteful man-
sions, crowned with peace and plenty. Where the council-fire of the red

man was kindled, rears the district school-house, and where the smoke
from the midst of the war dance ascended, now points up the white

spire of the village church. The war whoop is heard no more, and
the midnight orgies and savage wails of the red man have ceased

forever.

The beautiful and enterprising village of Mendon, with its sumptuous
hotels, its factories, stores and work-shops, stands where the Pottawatta-

mie was wont to chase the wild deer.

But. where is the Pottawattamie now, that once claimed this spot as

his heritage? Like a storm-rifted pine, he has sunk to decay. Like the

witiiered leaf of autumn, he has been swept by the winds of desolation

into the abyss of the past. The land-marks of civilization have been

erected on the ruins of his sacred places. What has the poor red man

* For tlie particulars of this interview, and very nearly the precise language of the inter-

preter of the address of Cush-ee-wes, the writer is indebted to the excellent memory of Hon.

Cyms Schellhous, wlio was present on the occasion.
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received from civilization in return? No nation, no country', no home
—scarce the memory of a name is left to him.

iSToTK.—The events intended to lie conuueniorated by this artiele are still i-enienibered in

the history of St. Joseph county by many of the pioneers as the " Black Hawk Scare."

For many of the incidents here related the writer is indebted to Hon. Patrick Marantette,

who still survives, and is a resident of ISIendon townshi]), and for many to Hon. Cyrus Schell-

hous, now deceased.

TUSCOLA COUNTY.

The Pioneer Eeunion-^A Gathering op Two Thousand People to Revive the

Memories of the Early History op Tuscola County.

The fifth annual meeting of the Tuscola County Pioneer Societj'-,

which was held at Wahjamega on Thursday, the 15th, was one which
ma}^ be termed the greatest success the society has yet achieved. The
morning dawned bright and clear, indicating a more favorable day for

the occasion than it has been the good fortune of the society to appoint

for some time. Arrangements had been previoush^ made with the rail-

road company to provide a special train for the occasion, which was a

luxury not even dreamed of by those who wended their way through the

rain to the same grounds last \ear. The four special cars were nearly

filled on leaving Vassar, and on taking up the Watrousville delegation

were crowded to the utmost. The ride was a short one, and in less than
an hour we arrived at the grounds at Wahjamega, where a large number
were already assembled. The grounds are the finest by far that have
ever been arranged, Mr. Heartt having spared neither trouble nor expense
to make them both beautiful and convenient. They are situated within

walking distance of the depot, and had been thoroughly underbrushed
and provided with ample table room for each township, a speaker's stand,

two music stands, one on either side, and all tastefully decorated with
evergreens and flowers, prominent among which was the word " Welcome,"
in large letters in the center. Noticeable among the man}^ conveniences
was a well of good water, in which one of T. Clyne's chain pumps made
itself useful.

Certainly the pioneer society are under great obligations to Mr. Heartt
for the hospitable way in which they were entertained, and there would
doubtless have been a hearty demonstration of their appreciation if the

approaching storm had not caused the meeting to adjourn so abruptly.

THE EXERCISES,

many interesting features of which we can only note briefly, were as

follows

:

Calling to order by the president.

Singing of a beautiful anthem b}'^ the Caro glee club, which was dul
appreciated by all, and especially the singing of Mrs. West.

Prayer by Rev. I. J. B. McKinney,
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Music by the Clio band.
Reading minutes of the last meeting by the secretary.

Dinner was the next subject under consideration. In the disposal of
such business as this we don't know as the pioneers are any more profi-

cient than the multitudes of hangry humanity ; but certain it is that they
went at it with a vim, and diving into their well-filled baskets they soon
produced upon the tables such a quantity of tempting eatables as

" 'Twere worth two days of hungry life,

One glance at their array."'

The tables were arranged under the direction of Tiffany Nettleton
and lady, who deserve much of the credit for the taste that was shown
and the order which prevailed.

Music by the glee club.

An admirable paper by Rev. J. 0. Bancroft on the " Development of
the Religious Interests of the County."

Brief remarks by Hon. T. North, Rev. S. N. Hill and Rev. I. J. B.
McKinney.

Music by the glee club and band.
Opening address by Hon. W. R. Bartlett. Among other things he

held up to view one of the first copies of the "Pioneer," at that time mod-
est in size, but a living witness to the enterprise and pluck of its founder,
Mr. Bartlett, in staiting and perpetuating it through the difiiculties he
had to encounter at that early day. He said that as he took the same
sheet in his hand, fresh from the press, nearly twenty-one years ago, he
little dreamed that it would ever become of age, and paid a handsome
compliment to those who have succeeded him in the work.

Dr. Wm. Johnson then read the following eloquent address:
Pioneers and Friends—Riglit glad am I to meet so many of you

this morning, and extend to you the right hand of fellowship. It affords

me, and I have no doubt all of you, the greatest pleasure to meet the old
settlers once more in this pleasant manner—you who have endured with
me the trials, hardships and privations which are incidental to the first

settlers of a new county. It is also gratifying to see so many present,

and to behold the interest you have manifested in the welfare of this

social society. And as some are here who have not had the pleasure of

meeting with us on previous occasions of this kind, I will briefly state to

you the origin of it: On the 4th day of December, 1873, a few gentlemen
met at the office of Hon. B. W. Huston, pursuant to notice, inviting the
early settlers of Tuscola county who had been residents of the count}'

twenty years or more to be present, and consider the propriet}' of form-
ing a pioneer society. A committee was appointed on permanent organi-
zation, consisting of William H. Harrison, F. Bourns, P. McGlone, Sabin
Gibbs, David June and Samuel Atwood; also a committee on bv-laws,
consisting of W. A. Heart, T. North, D. G. Slafter, L. D. Haines," C. R.
Selden, I). P. Hinson.

The next meetuig was held January loth, 1874, when this society was
fully formed and the following officers were elected: Hon. T. North, presi-
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dent; Lovira Hart, vice president; Wm. H. Harrison, treasurer; Wm.
Johnson, secretary.

Our first annual festival was held at Tuscola, the second at Vassar, the

third at Watrousville, the fourth at Wahjamega, and owing to the fact

that the day was rainy, and much labor and expense had been put on the

ground for our comfort by your honored president, we thought best to

give him a second benefit. These annual festivals have been seasons of

real pleasure and will long be remembered as bright sunny spots in our

pathway of life.
****>.****

I do want say a few words more. Many of us pioneers came into

this county with little to aid us, but with an indomitable spirit of perse-

verence, you looked at its rugged features undismayed, and boldly and

successfully wrestled through years of toil with all its privations. You
seized "the axe, that like the talisman, transforms deserts to fields and
cities."

Within the short span of human life, you and I have lived to witness

more changes than are often given to man to see. These forests you en-

tered, some of you in youth, others of middle age, and others still more
mature, you have lived to see it not only to " blossom as the rose," but

to bear its mature and ripened fruit. Thrifty, growing villages have

sprung up, blessed with their institutions of religion and learning, where

but a few short years ago the dark shades of the forest rested with pro-

found and almost solemn stillness. But more than this: you have lived

to see an extended wilderness converted into fruitful fields, interspersed

with comfortable farm buildings, surrounded by all the evidences of

unsurpassed prosperity. I venture to say that few who have founded settle-

ments have lived to see greater changes and consummations; and in view

of the great work of civilization and improvement you helped to com-
mence and carry forward, few have been more abundantly blessed. And
as the shades of evening are gathering around many of us, we are forci-

bly admonished that our time is short; that our work upon earth is

nearly done; that before another annual reunion of this society some of

us undoubtedly will be called from time to eternity; and when that time

shall come, you will leave a rich legacy to your children and children's

children—the fruits of years of your pioneer enterprise, toil, patience,

fortitude and perseverence—a more honorable and far richer legacy than

honors and titles which kings and princes can bestow.

Wtn. H. Harrison read a paper containing memoirs of three old

pioneers who have passed away 'during the year, .Jeremiah Hopkins and
Paschal Richardson, of Tuscola, and Nelson Kile, of Juniata. Sketches

of tlie life and work of each were published in the Pioneer at the time of

their decease, in substance the same as contained in Mr. Harrison's paper,

which renders their republication unnecessary.

A beautiful poem, entitled " One bv One They are Gathering Home,"
was recited with much feeling by Dr. Johnson.

Remarks on the first school organization by Lovira Hart, of Tuscola

Music by the band.
Remarks by D. G. Slafter on the superiority of Michigan farms over

those of New England, where he has lately visited. He said we would
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appreciate our farms more if we could view the New England farms that

lie had.

Singing, "The Old Checkered Apron mv Grandmother Wore," bv
Mrs. W. R. Bartlett.

Wm. H. Harrison was now called on, but the ominous appearance of

the heavens, the high wind which was rapidly rising, threatening danger

as the trees began to snap and fall here and there, caused a general stam-

pede toward the open space. It was a ludicrous sight for those who first

reached the cars, to watch the rest " come tumbling after." Large drops

of rain began to fall, and many were pretty thoroughly drenched before

reaching shelter. The storm soon abated, and all started on the home-
ward way well satisfied with the day's pleasure. The meeting this year

will be conceded by all to be a }>erfect success, and we wish many of these

enjoyable occasions may be participated in by the pioneers, their children

and their children's children.

OBITUARY OF A. K. KING.

Mr. A. K. King, an old and respected pioneer of Tuscola county, died

in Kingston—the town was named after him—on the 4th of September,

1878, aged sixty-eight. He located there in 1857, and with his faithful

wife endured all the privations and hardships to which the earlv settlers

were exposed. He a I one time carried the mail from Vassar to Port San-
ilac. Much of the road over whicli he traveled was onl}^ a trail. This
was an exceedingly difficult, as well as dangerous, undertaking at that

early day. His family were supported principally by wliat he could
bring from Vassar and Walijamega on his back. While he was exposed
to danger from storms, wild beasts and water, for streams and swampy
places had to be forded, sometimes the water reaching to the waist, his

wife (who preceded him in death nearly two years), was left to protect

and care for the family. All the neighbors she had for the first five

months after moving to Kingston were the Indians—never seeing the

face of a white woman for that lengtli of time. He leaves a family of

seven, all married and settled in comfortable homes.

BIOCHlAPIirCAL XOTKS AND INCIDENTS IN THE PIONEER LIFE OF MRS.
R. B. NORRIS.

By her GuAND-UArGHXER, Mari.v W. Norrls.

Read ill the Annual Meeting of the State Pi')neer Society, February 7th, 1878.

At the request of the president of the State Pioneer Society, I under-

took some weeks since to prepare for tlie annual meeting a biographical

sketch of my deceased mother, Mrs. R. B. Norris, a pioneer of western

New York and eastern Michigan.
Tlie constant pressure of professional engagements have deprived me

of the plea.surc of doing this honor to the memory of her to whom I owe
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all that I have in me of good, and all that I have been able to accom-
plish of use in the years that have passed since I first left the hearth-

stone of the " old house by the river."

My daughter, however, has undertaken that my promise shall be kept,

^nd with no other help than a half century's family correspondence and
.her own recollection of the closing years of her grand-mother's life, has

prepared this paper which she requests me to submit.
LYMAN D. NORRIS.

Graxd Eapids, Fobruaiy 4tli, 1S78.

I have been requested to write a biographical sketch of one known
to man}^ of you as a pioneer in JNIichigan. One whose recollections

-embraced many of the scenes and experiences incident to life in a new
and unsettled country—my grandmother, Roccena B. Norris, late of

Ypsilanti.

She was born in Delaware county, New York, toward the close of the

last century (December 15, 1798), the eldest child of James Vaill, of

Southhold, Long Island. His grandfather emigrated to Long Island

from AVales, in the year 1700; here ten children were born to him, the

second of whom, Benjamin Vaill, was Mrs. Norris' grandfather. He was
A man of rare honesty and sincere piety, and ior nearly forty years offi-

ciated as deacon of the early church in Southhold. There is still in the

family a quaint old wooden cliair, known as tlie "Deacon's chair,"

brought from Long Island by Mrs. Norris, in which the good man sat

beneath the pulpit through the long sermons of those days, with an ear

open to the discourse and an eye watchful of tiie behavior of the youth
>of the congregation.

Mrs. Norris' father, James Vaill, came to DekiAvare county, New York,
while yet a young man, and engaged in surveying. In July, 1797, when
twenty-three years of age, he married Helena Compton, a native of

Brattleborough, Vt., but who had lived since childhood in Delaware
county. Their married life began w^ith little of this world's goods, them-
selves pioneers in southern New York, they underwent many hardships

and privations in rearing the family of children, who were destined to

become pioneers in a yet newer and wilder portion of the growing Union.
Among Mrs. Norris' earlie.st recollections was tlieir living in a small

house on the right bank of the Delaware river, where the road ended
under a mountain, and travelers were obliged to ford the river or cross

in a canoe.

As Mrs. Norris' love of reading was so well known, it may be inter-

esting here to record her first and onl}' remembrance of the time when
she was unable to read—for as Hugh Miller naively puts it, she early

'discovered "that reading was the art of finding stories in books"—she

remembered standing beside a favorite uncle and spelling words of one
syllable, receiving with delight the uncle's praises for her proficiency.

\', It M'as while living in the house before spoken of, that she first

attended school, a small one across the river, to which she was taken in

•a canoe, and where she was taught to sew and "mark " samplers, which
accomplishments constituted the greater part of a little girl's education

in those early days.



506 PiONEEu Society of Michigan.

In the winter of 1806 the family moved down the river to Deposit,,

then called "Cook House." A^ery near this new home stood the modest
school-house, embowered in chestnut trees, on the river bank fringed
with the beautiful American laurel. This school building was also the
"meeting house." Here during the summer of 1806 a school for learn-

ing to read and sew was kept b}^ Miss Wealth}'- Judd, and for several

summers thereafter by her younger sister, Lucy.
The winter schools for several years were taught by one "Master Gil-

bert," who was a tolerable English scholar and had some knowledge of

Latin. This gentleman made his home for some time with Mrs. Norris^

father. Of these schools little can be said ; we who find that books,

especially school books, multipl}^ until we are fain to say with the wise
man, " Of making many books there is no end," can scarcely realize the
state of things represented by the fact, that a geography with maps was
a thing unknown, and that WeVjster's spelling book was then just coming
into use.

This master Gilbert, with Mr. Vaill, laid the foundation of a town
library, Mr. V. being librarian and master Gilbert secretary. There were
onW about 250 volumes, and these were kept at the house of the libra-

rian, Mrs. Norris' father.

It is easy to conceive with, what delight such an acquisition was
hailed by the child, who was already thirsting for knowledge; and to

imagine how, during her performance of the household duties allotted to

her, her thoughts were ever upon those wonderous volumes. No miner
ever gloated over new-found golden treasure wnth keener pleasure than
she exulted over these books. One of her first discoveries in the new
field was a copy of Dr. Johnson's " Rasselas." She often spoke of it in
after years as having opened a new and enchanting region of thought,
revealing a style of writing quite unknown to her. It is probable that

at this early period was born that intense love of general reading which
was afterwards one of her most marked characteristics, and which grew
and strengthened through a long, absorbing life. She remembered steal-

ing away to read " Don Quixote" before she was ten years old.

During the last few years Mr. Vaill's healtli liad steadily failed. His
plans for a new house, and liis business arrangements for his famih', he
was never able to carry out. Early in 1813 Mrs. Vaill yielded to the
solicitations of her brother and aged parents, and the family moved ten

miles up the river, in tlie neighborhood of their early home, in order to

be near these relations. F'or a time the change seemed beneficial to the
invalid father, but when the summ<^r waned, he ra))idly declined and
died in October, 1813. A sad and lonely M'inter followed, the mother
trying to devise means by which she could support her family, now some-
what scattered ; work that women could do was scare in those days, then
too, it was in the midst of the war of 1812-15. Prices were high and
times hard. Cotton cloth was seventy-five cents a yard, calico, a dollar;

tea, two dollars a pound, etc.

In May, 1814, Mrs. Vaill returned to Deposit, leaving two of her
daughters with relatives. They went down the river in a canoe, Mrs.

Vaill, Mrs. Norris, and two younger children, their goods and chattels-.
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packed in the middle, and an uncle and cousin managing the canoe.

They went by invitation to live with a sister of Mrs. Vaill ; this family

lived in a large, roomy, old cottage, which with its loom, spinning-wheel,

quill-wheel, hand-cards, etc., must have been a busy place. All the

linen and indeed everything which could be made at home, was manu-
factured by the women of the house. Mrs. Vaill being an accomplished

needle-woman soon procured more work than she could do, and was thus

enabled to support her young family comfortably.

In October of this' year two sisters of Mrs. V. came to visit their

mother and other relatives; one of them, "Aunt Burt" was anxious to

take Mrs. N. home with her, and urged Mrs. Vaill to go " west," as they

then called it to Genesee county, N. Y., telling her she could support her

family more easily there than in Deposit. Finally it was decided to send

Mrs. N., then a girl of fifteen, home with her aunts, to " spy out the land,"

and the mother with the rest of the family would follow in the ensuing

winter. So Mrs. N. with her aunts left Deposit early in November, and
after a week's journey in a lumber wagon reached the town of Leicester,

where the aunts lived. A minute record of such a journey would doubt-

less sound strangely in these days of rapid transit. We have almost an-

nihilated space with our railways and telegraph, yet there seems to be

much less genuine hospitality and real social life now than in these slower

days. For instance, not long after the journey just mentioned, Mrs.

Norris took another, this time on horseback, to visit an aunt in Alleghany
county. Near her uncle's Indians were yet living on their own hunting
grounds, and a visit to their wigwams was one of the standard amuse-
ments. In February, 1815, the mother, with the rest of the family

—

Grandma Compton, eighty-four years old, among them—came to Genesee

county, arriving the latter part of the month, and went to housekeeping

in a " shaky old log house." In March Mrs. Norris went to Pike to re-

main for a time with her uncle Cooley; here the home life and society

proved so much more congenial to her that she persuaded her mother to

remove there. Her uncle made a " bee," and with the assistance of the

neighbors a good log house was put up and covered in one day, the next

day it was completed, except a hearthstone, which was soon after put in

place. Before her mother arrived Mrs. N. had opened a school, the first

in that part of the town. It was held in a little plank school house

where the desks—such as they were—were fixed against the wall, having
wooden benches, without backs, in front. This year, 1816, was a hard one,

the country had not begun to recover from the effects of the war of 1812.

Business was much deranged, and all through the region known as "The
Holland Purchase," half starved Indians were wandering. The new set-

tlers also had to encounter one of the coldest years ever -known in the

country—frost and snow with severe freezing in every summer month,
and many families were without bread or potatoes for weeks together.

Mrs. Norris taught school and boarded round, and had her dinner sent to

her, often it consisted only of small new potatoes and green peas. She'

used to say that she never saw so many sad and melancholy faces, as

those of the mothers in these distressing times. It might well be so,

when all they could give their children to eat was sifted hran made into
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cakes with a little milk. Mrs. Vaill, however, had good health and
plenty of work, while her children were old enough to assist her, so they

never suffered for food, and were often able to help those who did; but

the prospect must have often seemed dark enough even to her brave
spirit. The family remained in Pike, Alleghany county, nearly four

years, during all of which time Mrs. Xorris was teaching, summers in the

plank school house, winters in larger outlying districts, where she earned
the immense sum of a dollar and a half a week, and with her younger
sisters assisted the mother during the evenings in sewing and weaving.

The latter part of the year 1818 the uncle Cooley already spoken of

moved with his family to Indiana, and Mrs. Vail having no other rela-

tives in the place, went back among her own friends near Moscow, N. Y.
Mrs. Xorris accompanied her part way, then went back to Covington,

Genesee county, boarding with friends and attending a school kept by
Rev. Jonathan Davis, father of Dr. Davis, of Ypsilanti, walking a mile
and back each day in order to attend it. Here she remained until she

had obtained what she called a "tolerable smattering of the study of

grammar." In March following she went home for a short visit, return-

ing the first of May to teach a school in Covington Centre for a dollar

and a half a Aveek, "boarding round." She had about forty pupils of

all ages from six to twenty, and of all sorts and conditions.

About this time she renewed a slight previous acquaintance with Mr.
Mark Norris, who was engaged in business in Covington. They fre-

quently met, and Mr. Norris sometimes drove her to her mother's home
in Moscow, some seven miles. Ere long her school duties, with the long
walks in the hot sun, proved too much for even her powers ef endurance,
and she was forced to take a six weeks leave of absence, returning to her
mother's house for rest. Here, under the care of an attentive physi-

cian, (Dr. Nevins), and with the tender nursing of a devoted mother, she
improved in health, and at the end of the six weeks was able to return

to her school. She continued teaching until the end of November, when
she again went home, this time to prepare for her approaching marriage.

On the 13th of January, 1820, she was married to Mark Norris by Elder
True, of Covington. The wedding took place at her mother's house, in

the presence of a few friends and relatives, and in the midst of a fierce

snow storm which lasted two days. On the third day the young couple
returned to Covington, their first home. A brief description of the
house, which was ready for their reception, may be of interest. It was
built of logs, the floor of white-ash—carpets being an undreamed-of lux-

ury'—two windows containing twelve seven-by-nine panes of glass lighted

the one room, and a cupboard which stood in one corner contained all

their crockery and table furniture. The walls were the round side of the
logs hewed smooth and " chinked " nearly even with plaster. The fire-

place—of the generous size used in the days when men literally fought
"for their altars a.nd their fires"—had a crane with hooks for hanging
kettles. There was the iron bake-kettle for baking, and a tin oven to

place before the fire for roasting. A ladder in one corner, bj' which one
ascended to the loft containing a bed and other stores. The furniture of

this house consisted of one bed, one arm-chair, a few common chairs and
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a small book-case hung against the wall. In this humble home the

brave young people began the world together, and doubtless the log-

house witnessed many happ^^ hours and much wholesome cheer, for its

hospitable door swung open right gladly at the sound of friendly foot-

steps.

Mr. Norris was engaged in a small way in trade, and also owned an
ashery near their dwelling house, for making pot and pearl-ash. Three-

months after their marriage Mrs. Norris' mother and sister came, at her
urgent request, to live with them, and soon after came the aged grand-
mother, who, like many grand mothers, proved a blessing wherever she

went. In the spring Mr. Norris put up an addition to the log-house con-

sisting of two rooms, one of which was a bed-room ; the other was opened
as his store, which in the autumn of 1822 was well stocked with goods.

In the spring following the ashery caught fire and burned to the ground.
It was before the days of insurance, but its place was filled b}' the neigh-

borly kindness of new settlements—all the men of the town coming with
tools and teams to Mr. Norris' assistance, and soon a new and better

building was erected. In the summer of 1822 Mr. Norris built a good
sized frame store not far from the dwelling, and visited New York and
Albany for goods. It was opened late in the autumn, and the prospects

of success were good.

In the w^inter of 1824 Mr. Norris was appointed postmaster by Bene-
dict Brooks, P. M., who lived two miles west of Covington centre .The
postofRce was thereafter kept in the centre of the town.

Early in the spring of 1824 Mr. Norris bought a lot east of his new
store and commenced building a new house for his increased famil}'. It

was ready for them in the summer, Avhen the family moved out of the
log-house into their more ambitious, but still modest mansion. It con-

sisted of a large living room, a bed-room, a good-sized kitchen and pantry,

from which a door led to the cellar. This kitchen contained, instead of

the ample fire-place, a small cook-stove, the first Mrs. Norris had ever
used.

In September, 1824, Mr. Norris went east for goods, traveling by w^ay

of Owego, Chenango Point and Deposit to New York. Mrs. Norris ac-

companied him to Deposit on a visit to her early home and the friends

who yet remained there. During this visit she collected a quantity of
flower seeds, and the next summer the little garden in Covington was
beautiful with flowers. Those who remember how abundant and lovely

were the flowers which bloomed around her in her Michigan home, and
how^ keen was her enjoyment of the blossoms with which thoughtful
friends supplied her sick room, can readih^ understand how great must
have been her delight in thus causing the wilderness to blossom around
her. Ruskin says, " the steps of a good woman are strewn with flowers,

but the}'' r\sebehi7id her steps, not before them." Truly, behind the steps

of this good woman rose rare and precious flowers ; the sweet, fair blos-

soms of love and hope and charity were ever springing from her gracious
ministrations, as she walked the path of life.

The year 1826 was memorable to many because of the abduction of
William Morgan, and the consequent anti-masonic era. As a conse-
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quence of the bitter feelings of the anti-masonic spasm in 1827, Norris

decided to go to Michigan and look for a water-power, near which he
could make a home for his family. He returned in August, having
made several purchases in Ypsilanti, and at once set about closing up
his business and arranging his removal to Michigan. AVhile in Ypsi-
lanti in the spring Mr. Norris had engaged the only frame dwelling-

house in the village. He now bought a carding machine and a small
stock of goods which were to go with their own household belongings, that

he might make a beginning in business at once.

It must have been a great trial for Mrs. Norris thus to break away
from all old associations, from home and friends, for their untried life

in what was then the " far west," particularly as she was obliged to leave

her dearly loved mother ill and suffering, much doubting whether she
should ever see her again, though she knew she would be tenderly cared
for by the other children. But realizing that the move must be made,
she took the step with the same unflinching courage with which all her
life she faced a diflBcult duty.

It was nine o'clock on the morning of the ninth of June, 1828, when
the little family left their old home for a new one in the territory of

Michigan, with which their history was thereafter to be honorably con-

nected. They left Covington by stage for Buffalo, the family goods and
chattels having been sent on by the canal a few days previous. The
party consisted of Mr. and ]\Irs. Norris, their two children—now Mrs.
Elvira N. Follett, of Ypsilanti, and my father—and a Mrs. Curtis, who
joined them at Wj'oming, on her way to visit a son in Superior, Wash-
tenaw county. They arrived at Buffalo late in the evening. Next morn-
ing they examined a schooner, whose captain agreed to take them much
cheaper than they could obtain passage on the little steamer near by.

But they finally took passage on the steamer " The Henry Clay," for

Detroit. It was a close and uncomfortable craft, having no upper deck

;

its cabin in the hold, in which they had their meals, and where there

were a few berths around the sides. Here they spent four days and three

nights on Lake Erie; arrived at Detroit they stopped at the "Steamboat
Hotel," kept b}^ uncle Ben Woodworth. The Detroit of those days was
a scattered village, and the roads leading out of it almost impassible;
not an encouraging prospect for the already exhausted travelers, who had
still the most difficult part of their journe}^ before them. There were no
teams available to carr}^ their goods, and no roads to take them over, if

there had been, so they were stored until such time as they could come
around and up the Huron by water.

Taking their one horse and the old-fashioned two-wheeled gig, built

for smooth roads, they started for the interior, in compan}^ with Mr.
Anson Brown, a dry goods merchant of Ann Arbor, who took their two
children with him in his one horse wagon, Mrs. Curtis and Mrs. Norris
in the gig, Mr. Norris walking. They left Detroit at one o'clock p. m.,

and went ten miles to a log house called Johnson's tavern, where they
had supper and a night's lodging. Their meal consisted of fried pork,

tea without milk, and a short-cake made with fat and water, and baked
by the fire. The sleeping room was even more primitive, being parti-
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tioned off from the living room with rough boards, and without a door.
Here the whole party were obliged to sleep, the two ladies, with Mrs.
Norris' daughter, squeezing themselves into one narrow bed, and the two
gentlemen, with Mrs. Norris' son, occupying the other. Tired as they
were there was much merriment over the situation. They did not stop
for breakfast, but got out of their close quarters the best way they could,
and started on, pausing at a running stream to make their toilet, walk-
ing most of the way for the next six miles, to the house of a new settler,

Mr. Starkweather. They were kindly received and had a plain, sub-
stantial breakfast. Here they remained until noon, resting and washing
the mud from shoes and clothes. At Dixborough they remained over
night at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Martin, formerly of Genesee county,
N. Y. Here Mrs. Curtis left them for the Kimmel neighborhood, and
Mr. Brown for Ann Arbor, and the little family were alone. Coming
south toward Ypsilanti, they had straggled wearily along some time,
with the children seated in the gig, when Mr. Norris exclaimed excitedly,
" There's Ypsilanti !" We quote Mrs. Norris' own description of what
followed : "In a moment I was seated on a log looking off over the half
mile of distance—no house in sight, only a board shanty, with a wreath
of smoky vapor creeping out of a clump of hazel bushes on the banks
of the Huron. Wearied, soiled and worn, not a soul to greet me, whose
face I had ever seen before, except my little family, it was little wonder
that I leaned my head forward on the stump and burst into tears;" but
that was soon over. Urging her husband to go forward and prepare
their reception, and provide something for two hungry children, the
mother and little ones trudged slowly onward to a narrow foot-bridge,
quite new, and stretching across the Huron, where now the lower iron
bridge is erected. The river was rapid, narrow and clear. The bank on
the west was a steep and dangerous hill, at the top of which on the right
was a block house ; before this a trading post of Godfroy, one of the early
owners of the soil, but then (1828) a country tavern kept by "Judge"
Whitmore.

It was about one o'clock, June 16th, 1828, when they sat down to their
first meal in Ypsilanti, after having traveled eight continuous days over
the same distance now passed in less than fourteen hours. After dinner
the landlady invited Mrs. Norris to retire to her room and rest ; but she
preferred to go at once to the house engaged for them, from which Mrs.
Chester Perry was moving out. This house is still standing on the south-
east corner of Washington and Congress streets. As their household and
other goods had not arrived, Mrs. Perry lent them sufficient bedding to
make up a bed on the floor, and a few kitchen utensils. Their living
space was comprised in two rooms and a pantry on the ground floor, and
two chambers. The front of the house was occupied as a store by Arden
H. Ballard and Levi Cook.

Before daylight the next morning Mr. Norris started back to Detroit
on foot, to forward their goods by boat up the Huron, as the Chicago turn-
pike, though cut through, was not worked. It was five days before he
returned, and two weeks before the goods reached them, coming in a
boat worked by poles and ropes up the Huron to Snow's landing, now
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Rawsonville, thence by wagon to Ypsilanti. During Mr. Norris' absence

the new comers received visits of kindness from Mrs. Chester Perry and
Mrs. Sahnon Champion, who loaned them some few household conveni-

ences until the arrival of the wagon.

Mr. Norris' first work was to build a dam across the river below the

brido-e. and erecting a building for his carding machine, which late in.

tlie fall was ready for use.

In December, 1828, Mrs. Norris opened a small school in one of the

upper rooms of the house they occupied, assisted by Lorenzo Davis, now:

of Ann Arbor, he in turn receiving instruction from her. Thus early

did she begin those good offices for the town which continued through

all her life.

In March, 1829, they moved into a new frame house, only partly

finished, which Mr. Norris had built on the east side of the river near the

bridge. A brick blacksmith shop now .stands upon the spot, but Mr.

Norris' house was the first on the east side of the river, with the excep-

tion of some bark shanties on the hill.

In May, 1829, the family left this new home to return to Covington,

for a visit. Mrs. Norris was ill, and she left her new home for the old

scarely expecting to return again; but once among old friends and in a

different climate, she slowly improved, and in August was able to return.

Mr. Norris had returned in June to look after his business, and put the

house in readiness for the family. During his absence Mr. Stephen.

Fargo attended to his business, and it seemed to prosper—the carding

machine was in operation, the trade at the store good.

In the summer a new tavern was opened, kept by Mr. Perry, on the

site where afterwards the Bucklin House stood. Mr. Hovey taught the

school, and property was changing hands a good deal. The little village

was growing ; a grist-mill was in operation where the woolen-mill now
stands, and Mr. Harwood's saw-mill, that had been undergoing altera-

tions and repairs, was in June once more in running order.

In one of Mr. Norris' letters to his wife, of the date of July 12, 1829,

we find the following item of local politics :
" To-morrow is election for

council; the Catholic priest and Mr. Biddle are the candidates. E. M.
Skinner, James Kingsley and Dr. Abel Millington are candidates for the

legislative council." On the back of this letter Mrs. Norris has written :

" Biddle was elected to congress instead of Father Richard—Skinner and
Kingsley to legislative council."

In the fall Isaac Powers, P. M., resigned his office to Mark Norris,

appointing him his deputy, and in October, 1829, he received from Wash-
ington his official appointment as postmaster of the village, which he
held until a change in political affairs in 1837. In 1830 Mr. Norris built

a store near his house on the east side of the river and moved his goods

and the postoffice into it. A letter from Mrs. Norris to a sister, written in

June, speaks of the schools, a subject which always engaged her sympa-
thy and assistance, as being in a flourishing condition. Mr. Hovey still

had one of them, and the girls' school of about thirty was taught by Miss

Cannon. In this letter mention is made of Mr. Jones, the first Presby-

terian minister in the place. Shortly afterward another letter to the
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same sister gave an account of the formation of a temperance societ}^

from which we quote: "Have just returned from a meeting to hear the
cause of temperance discussed. Remarks were made by Dr. Hays, Messrs.

DarHng, Powers, Rev. Wm. Jones and others. The cause is becoming-
very popular here. It was first proposed to form a society by Messrs.

Darling, Skinner and others, and thirty-five men have joined it within
four or five weeks. The principle is total abstinence, both for ourselves

and families, from all intoxicating liquors."

In June, 1830, the immigration was unprecedented, and the popula-
tion of the village rapidly increased. In a letter Mrs. Norris speaks of it

in this way :
" It is no uncommon thing to see a dozen teams pass here

in a day; the stage comes in laden daily; yesterda}^ it came in overflow-

ing inside, three on the driver's seat, and one on top. One day last week
it came in with fifteen passengers, and an extra witfi twelve more, besides

which there are a great many \vho come on foot, and yet there is room."
In the same letter she chronicles the fact that Mr. .Jones, the minister

before mentioned, had left for St. Joseph, and that " a Mr. Weed is dail}^

expected to take his place."

In 1831 the people of Ypsilanti petitioned for "a mail route from De-
troit to Tecumseh six times a week," and received through their represent-

ative, John Biddle, an answer to the effect that a bill was then pending
before the house establishing such new mail routes in the different states

and territories as were deemed necessary, and that among the routes pro-

vided in the territory of Michigan, was one from " Detroit by Ypsilanti
and Saline to Tecumseh," and one from " Detroit by Niles to Chicago and
thence to Green Bay," adding that the bill would probably pass, and if it

should the postmaster iiv Washington would decide Jiow often the mail
should be carried.

The fall of this year proved a very sickly one, and this family did
not escape. Mr. Norris was dangerously ill, the children and other in-

mates of the house sick, and Mrs. Norris spent most of her time in taking
care of them all.

The year 1832 was signalized by the appearance of that much dreaded
scourge—the Asiatic cholera—in the territory. Through the summer it

raged with much violence in Detroit and adjacent villages. Governor
Porter issued a proclamation enforcing a strict quarantine at Detroit, and
in other parts of the state, and calling upon justices and other officers to

do all in their power to prevent in this manner the spreading of the in-

fection. In accordance with this proclamation a quarantine was estab-

lished on the Chicago turnpike, two miles east of Ypsilanti, which was the
cause of much excitement upon one occasion. The mail coach from Detroit
was coming in when the quarantine officers attempted to stop it in order to

make the necessary examination; the driver of the coach resisted, and the
men were ordered to fire at the horses, which was done, killing one of
them. Confusion followed, complaints of outrage, retarding the mails,
were sent to the governor and the postmaster at Detroit. A vigorous cor-
respondence between Mark Norris, as postmaster at Ypsilanti, and John
Norvell, postmaster at Detroit, followed. Threats of prosecution were
freely indulged. It all seems to have ended in smoke.

33
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There were few cases in Ypsilanti, but wasting fevers made their

appearance, and iUness abounded ; in the midst of which, as is ever both

the duty and pleasure of the pioneer wife, Mrs. Norris hxbored and in the

end suffered and succumbed to the fever, it was long before she entirely

recovered from its effects. This summer brought to Mrs. Norris her

mother, who remained, and until the close of her life made her home
with her daughter. She was a help and a blessing to all about her, and
the memory of "Grandma Vaill" will ever be green in the hearts of

of those who knew her.

In July, 1833, a subscription was started among the citizens of Ypsi-

lanti for the purpose of building a flat-bottomed boat which should be

used in carrying freight up and down the Huron. The names of many
prominent citizens appear on the paper. In August a meeting was held

to consider the matter further, and after appointing Salmon Champion
chairman and Mark Norris secretary of the meeting it was

" Voted that we proceed to build a boat this fall, if we can raise money
sufficient.

"Voted, That we choose a committee to build a boat.
" Chose, Elijah Grant, Mark Norris, Salmon Champion, the building

committee."
In this laconic fashion the meeting is recorded, and as a result of

these deliberations, on the 27th of August James Ash began building

ihe boat. It was completed in September or October, named the Exper-

iment, and soon made its first trip down the Huron, Mr. Norris and his

son being on board. It carried a load of 100 barrels of flour, from Mr.

Norris' mill. At Rawsonville the flour was unloaded, taken round the

dam and reloaded. At Flat Rock, the next dam, they ran through the

"shute"and came safely on to Detroit. The Experiment made three

trips in this way, but not proving successful the owners were glad to dis-

pose of it. We last hear of it in a sadly demoralized condition, with

one gunwale under water, on the Rouge, somewhere in the neighborhood

of Dearbornville.

In May, 1833, Mr. Norris adds a postscript to his wife's letter to her

sister Laura: "Our new brick house will be finished in a month or six

weeks, and we want you to come to the house-warming." This alludes

to the house on River street, since well known to all their friends. They
occupied it sometime during the summer, and from thenceforth "The
old house by the river," as it was lovingly called by its inmates, was the

scene and center of delightful home life, of generous hospitality and all

kindly influences. Many are the hearts scattered in all parts of the

country, and embracing many classes and conditions of life, who will

ever retain and cherish memories of that home and of her who, for so

many years, was its guiding light.

On the 22d of February the Territorial Temperance Society met at

Ann Arbor. There were about fifty delegates, and Austin E. Wing, of

Monroe, was elected president, Mark Norris, vice-president.

In 1834 I find a letter written from Detroit on the 22d of August, by
Mrs. Norris' brother, that speaks in graphic terms of the desolation of

that city, which was again being devastated by cholera :
" No business
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doing, great many stores closed and the streets deserted ; but one or two
schooners in port, and only one steamboat—the Henry Clay;" adding,
" I am told there are only about 3,000 people in the city, and that from
200 to 250 have died since the 4th of August."

In September, 1834, a subscription was started for the purpose of

defraying the expenses of a survey of a railroad from "Detroit to the
mouth of the St. Joseph river." The names of John Gilbert, Arden H.
Ballard, Elias M Skinner, James M. Edmunds, Abel Goddard, Grove
Spencer, Abner A. Wells, and Mark Norris head the list with liberal

subscriptions. This movement appears to have been the beginning of

the M. C. R. R., now so widely known, and it met with a ready response
from the business men of Ypsilanti and vicinity.

In December of this year Mr. Weed was formally installed pastor of

the Presbyterian church, and a series of meetings were held, temperance
being the grand theme. The temperance society now numbered four or

five hundred members.
In the summer of 1835 Mr. Norris went east to buy goods, and his

wife accompanied him on a visit to her friends. They started home-
wards the latter part of August. A letter from Mrs. Norris to her sister,

Mrs. Blackman, concerning this journey, is full of interesting details of
the stage ride from Warsaw to Buffalo. A crowded coach and the break-
ing of a linch-pin, soon after they started, were among the discomforts
of the trip. After numerous delays and breakages they left Hamburg for

another attempt to reach Buffalo, twelve miles distant ; but when only
three miles from the former place a wheel gave wa}'^, being left the length
of the coach behind. A scene of confusion ensued, but a wagon loaded
with oats, bound for Buffalo, opportunely made its appearance, and Mrs.
Norris mounted it and rode the remaining eight miles, while the rest

proceeded as best they might. When they were within ten miles of
Detroit, after a pleasant passage, the "Commodore Perry" came along-
side to take off some passengers for Toledo ; while they were lashed
together the boiler of the Perry burst its cap off. Of course a panic fol-

lowed, and though the result proved less fatal than was feared, Mrs.
Norris had her heart and hands full in rendering what assistance she
could.

In July, 1836, Mrs. Norris had the misfortune to break her ankle.
This was the first of several such accidents which happened to her, and
she was for ten weeks unable to walk. In October her mother, Mrs.
Vaill, who had been east on a visit, returned with Mr. Norris. They had a
rough and dangerous passage across Lake Erie. Indeed the lakes were
the scene of terrible storms all that fall ; fifteen vessels were lost on Lake
Michigan, heavily laden with merchandise, and many of the Ypsilanti
merchants lost large amounts on Lake Erie.

In the winter of 1836-37 a large amount of business was transacted,
because of the fine sleighing, the finest yet seen in Michigan, which
lasted eight or ten weeks.

In March Mr. Norris writes: " The railroad is far from being done; if

we finish it to this place this season I shall be satisfied, for it is hard build-
ing a railroad when provisions are so scarce and dear. Laborers must have
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high wages or they cannot live." Tiien follow the prices of a few articles

:

wheat, fifteen shillings ; flour, ten dollars; hay, ten dollars; potatoes, four
shillings, etc.

In February, 1838, the railroad was completed from Detroit to Ypsi-
lanti ; a very different institation from that which now exists, 3'et it was
hailed with great rejoicing.

This, too, was the year when "wild cat" banks abounded, and though
paper was plenty, money was scarce. It was "almost impossible to get
money that would hold good a day." But still the railroad prospered
and the travel was immense.

In March of this year Mrs. Norris wrote to a sister, in reply to an invi-

tation to visit her :
" It is impossible at present. We could not get

money enough to get out of the state, such is the state of the currency,

and the demand on our means by the large outlay Mark has gone into

in building. I suppose you have heard of the State Bank, (in which
were the public deposits, internal improvement funds, etc.), suspending
specie payments ; there is likely to be a stop put to the public improve-
ments. Indeed, I hear they cannot obtain funds to pay the hands who
work the cars to this place. Ypsilanti banks down, not worth a cent on
a dollar. Is not this delightful? Sub-treasury with a vengeance!" So
it was then as now—the governmental tinkering with the finances that
made the mischief

Yet, in spite of the " hard times," in May we find ihe good citizens of
Ypsilanti agreeing to pay certain sums to Mark Norris for the erection

of a good foot-bridge across the Huron, below his new mill, " when the

same shall be completed "—the progenitor of the conditional subscriptions

of our day—" when the cars run through the town."

In October, when Mrs. Norris and her daughter returned from an
eastern trip they found a handsome new carriage waiting for them at the
depot, and in the house a piano for their daughter. Upon which Mrs.
Norris writes: '" You see 'times' are better, or else—we are preparing to

take a leap off." On the day they arrived, October 17th, the railroad

was completed to Ann Arbor, and the Detroit militia, with others, went
through to hold a " celebration."

In March, 1841, Mrs. Norris mentions in one of her letters some prices,

which show the state of the currency: " Wheat, in good money, is fifty-six

cents; in Michigan money, seventy cents; not much in market; flour $3
per bbl." In the same letter she writes of her plants in this wise: " My
plants are looking beautifully. I have now in blossom pinks, geraniums
and a large oleander, six feet high, all in my back parlor. You see I

mean to have some cheering things about me, if the times are hard." A
most characteristic sentence; she always d/tihave " some cheering things

"

about her, no matter what the darkness of the inner or outer world. In
September, 1841, their only daughter, Elvira, was married.

In the spring of 1843 a temperance movement of great force spread
widely through the state. Two or three reformed drunkards from De-
troit went through the state speaking, and as Mrs. Norris wrote, " carry-

ing all before them." In the three months, January, February and March,
1843, the "Washington Army of Teetotalers" received immense addi-
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tions—in Marshall 750, Ann Arbor 600, Adrian 500, Monroe 400, Jack-
son 450, Ypsilanti 350, etc. There is no new thing under the sun ; the

reformers of 1843 seemed quite as successful in their harvest as the red-

ribbon men of to day. The harvest is not all gathered in, and ever the
crop of vice calls for the labor of love and compassion.

In January, 1844, Mr. Norris' flour-mill at the depot was doing a good
business, and also the saw-mill, although there had been no sleighing that

winter. He writes: "In August I manufactured 11,000 barrels of flour,

have now seven or eight hundred bushels of wheat on hand, am taking
in about 400 bu. daily. Flour $3.50 a barrel."

We give here an extract from one of Mrs. Norris' letters to her sister,

which is truly characteristic, and may in some measure explain the
methods by which she attained that serenity of mind which made her
advancing years so fruitful and blessed :" " I have for some time felt,"

(so she writes), "more and more the importance of strengthening and
cultivating all our mental faculties as we advance in life, striving to over-

come any defects in temper and disposition, and not to acquire any offen-

sive habits. I believe only in this way can we enjoy a cheerful old age
and be made welcome to our friends." In another letter to her sister,

Mrs. Blackman, whose husband was very ill, she says: "Death, to the
Christian, is only entering on an enlarged sphere of existence, a loss only
of the natural state ; there will be a reunion of congenial minds."

That Mrs. Norris was a great traveler, even in the daj's when travel-

ing was not so easy a matter as now, you will have already perceived from
this narrative; nor did her love and enjoyment of it decrease from year
to year. She was, fortunately, able to gratify her desires in this respect,

and scarcely a year passed during her residence in Michigan, until the
infirmities of age and disease rendered it impossible, in which she did
not take at least one journey in some direction. As a consequence of

this, she numbered friends and acquaintances in many cities of the Uni-
ted States and Canada. To this pleasant friction with all sorts of minds,
in many places, she doubtless owed much of her knowledge concerning
men and things—much of the generous culture which supplied the defi-

ciencies of early education, making her conversation so delightful, and
giving much weight to her opinions of people and places. She never
traveled without bringing home a store of pleasant recollections, which
made her home-coming an event in the family.

During Mrs. Norris' absence in the summer of 1850, her husband
writes her from Ypsilanti concerning the Fourth of July celebration, in

his own quaintly amusing fashion. There seems to have been the usual
amount of bell-ringing, cannon- firing and fire-crackers, all the uproar-
ious demonstration by which only Young xlmerica—when a quarter of a
century younger than at present—could show its patriotism. But be-
sides all this there were services in the church, commencing at nine
o'clock and lasting until dinner time. Among others Mr. Cheever, then
pastor of the Presbyterian church, gave, as Mr. Norris writes, " a common
sense view of the difiiculties of our congress, and spoke a good word for

old Zachary Taylor." After these services there was a Fourth of July din-
ner, but as people did not seem anxious to partake of the same, Mr. Norris
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drove over the river in search of some one to help eat it, picking up two
young ladies, who conssnted to assist in the operation.

In a letter from Mr. Norris to his wife in 1850 he mentions that the

plans for the normal school had arrived, but not proving satisfactory

were to be altered. He says :
" The plan only gives two stories, one

eighteen feet high, one thirteen feet high," adding, " they expect some
tall youth to attend, to need a room eighteen feet high." He also speaks of

the commencement at Ann Arbor, stating that there were only eleven

graduates. These allusions ma}'' be interesting as referring to the begin-

nings of institutions now a credit to our state.

In the spring of 1853 Mrs. Norris in writing to her friends. Rev. Mr.
Payson and his wife, concerning the admission of their daughter into

the normal school, gives some interesting items concerning the early

years of that institution. Under date April 9th, 1853, she writes: "The
teachers' institute closes to-day, and Monday the classes in connection
with the normal school are formed. One hundred have enrolled their

names, but not all for the entire course. The regular course is three

years, if languages are added four years are required. I find that an
academic department has been added, under the supervision of Miss
Rogers, who in all her departments is one of the best teachers of my
acquaintance. Pupils will be received any time during this term, but
after this will only be received at the commencement of the session."

Mr. Welch was princ'pal, and teachers' institutes were to be held twice

a year.

In the summer of 1853 Mrs. Norris, with her son, Mr. and Mrs. Follett,

and others, took a somewhat extended trip, going to Montreal, Bellows
Falls, New Haven and New York. Here the rest of the party returned
home, leaving Mrs. Norris visiting her friends and seeing the sights of

that great city, particularly its benevolent institutions, in which she
always took a deep interest. She also made a hasty visit to Southhold,
L. I., where she looked into ancient church records, deciphered inscrip-

tions two hundred and fifty years old, in the old burying-grounds—one
of the oldest in the country—and obtained information concerning her
grandfather and his family.

In 1856 Mrs. Norris went with her daughter, Mrs. Follett, to Elmira
water cure, where they remained some time under the care of Mrs. Dr.
Gleason. This was the first of several sojourns in Elmira, all of which
proved beneficial to her health. In a letter to Miss Payson, dated Aug.
26, 1858, Mrs. Norris says: "Mr. Sill gave us one of his beautiful poems
at the dedication of the new union seminary building. It is very grand,
cost $40,000. It was opened last week and has alread)'^ over six hundred
pupils. Prof. Estabrook is still in charge. A week ago last Tuesday
was celebrated the opening of the seminary, the Atlantic cable, and the

introduction of gas to light the city. You will find many improvements
since you left."

When the breaking out of the war roused every loyal American
heart to a white heat of patriotism and sacrifice, we all know that Mich-
igan was not the last to respond to her country's call. Among the noble

array of women who at once engaged ardently in work at home for the
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brave men in the field, Mrs. Norris was active and efficient. In Septem-
ber, 1861 she writes to a friend: "I do not know how any woman can
sit supinely by and do and feel nothing. Our ladies have done a great

deal and furnished material to a large amount for hospital stores. We sup-
plied our own men with many comforts for their camp hospital. Wednes-
day we were at Ann Arbor to attend the great county picnic." (The
first Michigan regiment were at this time quartered at Ann Arbor, after

their reorganization under the command of Major Whittelsey.) " I never
saw so much cooked provision before, and began to realize what a vast

amount of eatables it requires to feed an army of four hundred thousand
men.

In January, 1862, she writes the same friend of her dear husband's
failing health, saying, "I fear it is his last illness." It was but too true

!

All the previous summer he had been failing, had given up all business,

and was now entirely confined to his room. He bore his great sufferings

with patience and resignation, always having cheerful w^ords of love and
thanks for the dear ones who ministered to him with all the tenderness

and devotion born of great love. In March, 1862, the end came, and
this good, just man went to his reward. Of the sorrow and loneliness of

his wife and children we may not speak. Mrs. Norris bore her great

bereavement with true Christian fortitude, but her health and strength

had been so impaired by close confinement in her husband's sick room,
and by his subsequent death, that when summer came her children

desired her to go away and recruit. She could not now go among her
friends on the Delaware; the associations there would be a constant

reminder of her recent loss. So in August, with her grand-daughter,
Alice Follett, she went to the sea-shore near Portland, Maine, where as

she said, she had but one solitary acquaintance. Here they hoped to

enjoy rest and quiet.

IJnfortunately, soon after their arrival at the Ocean House, Cape
Elizabeth, she slipped and fell upon the rocks, breaking her arm badly,

and injuring herself seriously in other ways. Then followed a weary
time of helplessness, always the chief trial of such misfortunes to her.

But she had the best and kindest care, and when her son came she was
surely, if slowly, recovering. No doubt the beauty and quiet of the
place, with complete change of scene and association, assisted by a won-
derful constitution, hastened what was at best a slow process; and the

fresh breezes from the Atlantic, whose "broad refreshment" none loved
better than she, were a great benefit to the poor, bruised body, as well as

to " weary soul and brain." It was October before she was able to return

home with her son, who came to assist her; and for a long time after-

wards she was obliged to use a crutch and carry her arm in a sling.

Shortly after Mr. Norris' death his son gave up his home near by,

and with his family came back to the "old house by the river," that his

mother might not be alone, and the quiet old house once more resounded
with the noisy glee of childhood, much to the dear grandmother's satis-

faction.

In 1867 we find Mrs. Norris traveling in the west, visiting friends in

Chicago, LaSalle, Rock Island, etc., and enjoying it with the freshness of
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a spirit that could never grow old, in spite of her saying, that she was
getting to an age when "the grasshopper is a burden." The winter of

1868-69 was spentin Montreal ' Canada. Among the many visits of her
life, this one was ever remembered with especial pleasure, and the friend-

ships there formed, or previous ones strengthened, were closely cherished

to the close of her life.

The years were flying rapidly now, and age and often infirmities were
beginning to tell upon the frame which had endured so much, often

being kept up and doing only by the will of the strong soul within. But
still she went on the even tenor of her way ; still she helped and cheered
every one who came to her in sorrow or in need. She was never too

tired or too busy to hear the tale of the needy or sorrowful ones who came
to her freely. To the poor she was ever a faithful friend, helping by her
wise and systematic benevolence all whom she deemed subjects of her
care. Giving (according to her means), mone}^, time, energies, sympa-
thy, and counsel. Her work in the Home Association has become a
matter of history in Ypsilanti. Serving first as the vice-president, and
then being elected president, which latter office she held sixteen years,

resigning it on the anniversary of her election, because no longer able to

attend to the duties of the office. A record of over twenty years faithful

service for the poor in her own town is thus before us. Who can esti-

mate the good the record indicates, which still goes on in ever-widening
circles of joy and hope?

In an earlier part of this sketch we have spoken of Mrs. Norris' love

of books and reading. It will, therefore, be readil}^ seen how great an
interest slie would naturall}^ take in a movement to inaugurate a ladies'

library association, which should give the people of the town an oppor-
tunity of enlarging their stores of knowledge, by putting the right sort

of books within their reach.

The association was organized in April, 18(58, with Mrs. Norris as one
of the directors, and she was for six years corresponding secretary, exer-

cising daring all her connection with the society a strong, wise influence

in its councils.. The prosperity and success of this institution was an
object dear to her heart, and in 1860 she wrote exultingly :

" We have
now seven hundred volumes and are out of debt." She lived to see the
association well established, with a fine, well-selected library. Being
herself a reader of the best books in man}^ departments of literature, and
having a mi-mory tenacious of all good and beautiful thoughts, her coun-
sels regarding the selection of books for their shelves were invaluable.

Often books were given her for the library which, after looking over, she
quietly laid aside as not suitable; for, while enjoying and appreciating

all books of real worth, even when her own taste did not sympathize with
them, she utterly eschewed all the modern sensationalism and loose

morals found in a certain class of books which she emphatically denom-
inated " trash."

We would fain linger over this beautiful life, whose harmonious com-
pleteness seems so rare. But the end of her earthly work was drawing
near. One by one she was obliged to drop the active cares and duties of

life; frequent illness often confined her to her room, and an insidious
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but fatal disease was slowly, though surely, wearkig out the earthly tab-

ernacle. As the days and months went by she was more and more con-

fined to the house, and finally to her room, though several times even in

the last weeks of her illness, she was carried down stairs to gladden her
dear ones by her presence on some holiday or quiet Sabbath. Her sick

room was never the chamber of gloom or sadness, and many of her friends

recall the hours spent with her there as some of the happiest of their

lives. Bearing her great sufferings with heroic courage, she had ever a

bright glance and cheerful words for her visitors. She still kept up her
interest in the world and its doings, while resigning herself to leave it

without fear.

Of the scenes immediately preceding her death this is not the place

to speak. She passed quietly to her rest before daylight on the morning
of the 27th of October, 1876, and on tlie following Monday the mortal
casket of Mrs. R. B. Norris was borne to its rest in the beautiful High-
land cemeter}', from one of whose hills she had obtained her first glimpse
of the town where she had lived and labored for nearly fifty years.

We have spoken of death, yet in connection with such a life as this

we feel deeply that the word has no meaning. Of her it is not a poetical

fiction, but an eternal truth, that

"There is uo death! What seems so is transition.

This life of mortal breath

Is but the suburb of a life elysian.

Whose portal, we call death."

In conclusion we would fain bring before you some living picture of the

noble woman whose life we have striven to chronicle. But how shall

we fitly portray her? Pier's was a character strong and self-reliant, but
without pride or arrogance, and entirel}^ free from the morbid self-analy-

sis which is often characteristic of narrower minds. While she enjoyed
and appreciated the society of the refined and gifted, she 3'et never
treated the poor or tlie illiterate with condescension. Did the needy, the

sick, or the sinful want help and counsel, the}' were freely given. Was
there work to be done for God and humanity, who more.ready than she

to lend a helping hand ? A leader in many, nay, most of the good deeds
of her native town, it was a leadership which always came unsought,
was often accepted with diffidence, and with a full sense of the responsi-

bilities she so nobly discharged.

But it is in her home, and among her own dearest ones, we must look

for a woman's most powerful influence, and here too she never failed. A
faithful, loving wife, a devoted mother and grandmother, a tried and
trusted friend, she was in truth a blessing to all. To her children and
grandchildren her memory and example will ever be among life's pre-

cious things ; they love to attribute to her wisdom and tender care, much
of what they are, or hope to become.

With what more fitting words can we close this tribute to her memory
than these of a great poet

:

"] would the great v/orld grew like thee,

Who grewest not alone in power
And knowledge, but by year and hour,

In reverence and charity.'"
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WASHTENAW COUNTY.

Address at the Sixth Akjjual Picnic of the Farmers of Sharon, Washtenaw
County, Michigan, August 14, 1878.—By SAaruEL H. Row.

My old Sharon Friends and Fellow- Citizens :

For the honor of an invitation to address you here to-day, at your
annual picnic gathering, I thank you sincerely. So far as I am person-

ally concerned, it would have been an honor and a greater pleasure to

have met you with a quiet hand-shake and mingled in your festivities,

rather than to have attempted to amuse, interest, or honor you by a formal

address.

Some years ago I made a short speech at Manchester in the Methodist

church that was moved there piecemeal from Sharon. That speech con-

tained only two or three words, and yet it cost me two of the hardest

years' work of my life. The}' were calling for volunteers to fill up the

20th Michigan Infantr}-, and I got up and told them to put down my
name. I did not do it for the sake of speaking in meeting, or perform

the service made necessary by it for the §13 and board which was prom-
ised. I thought then, and I now think, that I did it for love of the old

flag. AVhen I was called on a few days ago to make a talk here to you,.

I felt that I would rather pack up the old knapsack and take a long
march the other way than undertake it. But love for old Sharon and
her people captured me.

I well remember how I used to come back to Sharon after a few months
at school, back to the farm that my father located and cleared up, not far

from this spot, He used to arm me with a hoe and send me out into the

orchard to war on the weeds in the corn. I do not think the corn was
injured very much. While I was waiting around under the shade of my
hoe to cool off, I used to wonder how they could expect me to hoe out all

that corn alone. Perhaps it was upon the plan of the man who ordered

his boy to go into the field to catch a spirited horse. The lad objected to

that programme, said he could not do it alone, that it always took the

whole family. He was commanded "to go on and be a-catching him
until we come."

There is inspiration here to-day in every field, on ever}' farm, in every

tree that casts its grateful shade, in every leaf that rustles in the breeze,

in thoughts that are linked to the past or go out to the hopeful future. I

am certain not to catch a tithe of it, and all the old settlers will have to

be called up here to help me.
It has been my good fortune to hear some of the world's sweetest

singers. As I now compare their dulcet notes with the long-ago music
that charmed me when a boy in the corn-field, in those long, hot days in

June, I sViall vote my preferences for the sweet sounds that could be heard
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about half-past eleven, as regular as the clock,way down to Park's corners
and all over this neighborhood, saying, " Dinner in just half an hour."
I refer to the sweet music of that immense and wonderful tin-horn at

Aunt Polly Gould's, just over the way.
Whatever may have been the delinquencies of the boy who had been

placed at the end of the hoe-handle with orders to hoe out his row, he
was quite sure of the kindly forbearance of the father, who thought more
of the boy than he did of the corn. So comes back to you to-day the boy
to perform the task your indulgent committee has assigned him, conscious
of his love and veneration for old Sharon, for Sharon men and women,
boys and girls; yet, doubtful of his ability to bring you any golden grain,
he trusts in your kind forbearance.

Before leaving that hoe to rest under the shade of the apple-tree, I

want to relate a story of one of those utensils told me by my father. I

remember that he used to like to tell anecdotes, and I think his boys were
always willing to stop work to listen to them. It ran thus

:

A young man from the farm had been clerking in a store for six

months. On his return it was found that he had forgotten even the
names of common farm tools. His father placed a hoe in his hand and
said, "Surely you remember that." The boy shook his head and feigned
ignorance of its name or object. He dropped the handle and carelessly

put his foot on the blade. The handle came up suddenly and hit him a
stinging blow on the nose. His memory quickly returned, and he
exclaimed, " Confound that confounded hoe !" He was trying to forget

what ought to have been among the best and fondest recollections of his

life,—his home on the farm.

Not so with Sharon boys. They delight to come back and renew
acquaintance with the trees, the fields, the farms, and the faces they knew
to love in boyhood. They forget for a time the battle of life they are
fighting out elsewhere. Gathered with you in one of her beautiful groves
to rest, recreate, and rejoice with you over the bountiful harvest just end-
ed, they live over again the days gone by, take fresh hope for the future,

and thank God they were born and lived in Sharon.
It seems to me, sometimes, when I have to bound this town to locate it

for some one, that they must have had a poor chance at geography. I

have said that it was north of Manchester, or south of Chelsea. These
villages have a more than local prominence now, being upon the lines of

our great railroads. But these were not when Sliaron was. Their loca-

tion was a thing of the future when the axes of Sharon's pioneers echoed
through the forests, as the}^ laid low the trees for their first cabins in the
wilderness.

In those da\'sthe milk did not flow much in this land, as they brought
it from Lodi plains, frozen in milk -pans; but the sweetest of honey was
in great abundance, and the pioneers used to make a " bee-line " for it.

I have heard my father (Gilbert Row) say many times that he and James
H. Tyler cut the first tree ever felled by white men on the site where
Manchester now stands. It was an immense bee-tree, filled with the
choicest honey. In after-years he located the exact spot. It is back of
the Manchester hotel, and near the residence of John D. Keif.
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Washtenaw was first laid out into a county by an act of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Territory of Michigan, which was approved by Gov-
ernor Lewis Cass and became a law on the 10th day of September, 1822,
which was the 47th year of the independence of the United States. By
the provisions of the same act it was attached to the then organized coun-
ty of Wayne.

Washtenaw was fully organized by an act approved Nov. 20th, 1826,
and on the 1st day of December following Gov. Cass commissioned its

first county officers : Samuel W. Dexter, chief justice of the county court,
and Henry Rumsey and Oliver W. Whitmore, associate justices of the
county court; Cyrus Beckwith, register of probate; David E. Lord, clerk
of the county court ; and Benj. .J. Woodruff, sheriff.

By an act approved April 12th, 1827, this then unorganized and
unnamed township (with other nameless ones) was attached to and form-
ed a part of the township of Dexter (which was organized by the same
act April 12th, 1827). This town had then no name and not much rep-
utation, except the lingering one that was given it and the whole territory
by a committee of the Congress of 1818, who were sent to the Territory of
Michigan to examine it for soldiers' bounty land. That committee act-
ually reported that the Territory of Michigan was worthless for agricult-
ural purposes. They must have got lost in the short hills over there, or
got stuck in Chandler's big marsh near Lansing. Certain it is that when
old Father 'lime stood feeling of his keen edged scythe on the morning
of the first day of the year 1830, this township had no inhabitants save
the wandering Indians who roamed its forests in search of game, or fished
along the shaded banks of the Sho-wae-cae-mette (Show-u-as-e-met), or
River of the Grapes, which we call the " Raisin."

On the 22d day of June, 1830, as shown bv the government tract-
books, Lewis C. Kellam, of Pike county, Penn., located the first lot of land
in this township. It was the north 84 24-100 acres of the northeast i of
section 1.

On the first day of October, 1830, Daniel F. Luce, a government sur-
veyor, made a venture, and located the second lot of land. It was the
northeast i of section 32, and afterwards formed a part of the farm of
Amasa Gillett. If these gentlemen did not get up a corner on real estate
in this town, they each got just about as close as they could to the oppo-
site corners diagonally—Kellam in the extreme northeast, and Luce
lacked one section of the extreme southwest. If these men had built
houses and lived on their land (which they did not), they would probably
never have quarreled about line fences.

In the spring of 1831 Ira Anabil, Amos BuUard, .John Bessey, M.
Burk, David Cook, Edward Campbell, .James Harlow Fellows, R. L. Fel-
lows, Joseph 0. Gilbert, Francis A. Gillett, Henry Row, Gilbert Row, and
J. R. Sloat made the first settlement in this township, and this their life-

long home.
The familiar names of Dr. Ebenezer H. Conklin, Conrad Row, Wait

Peck, Nicholas Row, John Cobb, Sidney W. Dewey, Sabin Johnson,
Oliver Kellogg, and others appear on the tract books as having entered
land in 1831, but did not settle thereon until later.
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Some of those early pioneers bade their New York and Connecticut

friends good-bye—as it then seemed to them—forever, took the boat on
the Hudson river (where some of its Rip Van Winkles of to-day, doubt-
less, believe that Michigan is unfit for agricultural purposes), and came
to Albany; from thence on the Erie canal on the line boats, taking two
weeks to reach Buffalo ; from thence to Detroit by the rough old lake Erie.

Landed at Detroit, they rigged up the lumber wagon they brought with
them, and bought a yoke of cattle that could smell an Indian forty rods

and run the other way like deer. Some of the household effects of two
or three families were loaded up, women and children on top. The men
went on foot to drive, to cut down a sapling on the trail, seize a hand-
spike and boost the hind wheels out of a rut, or chain up those oxen to a
tree on the approach, of Indians. The cabins at Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor^
and Lodi plains were examined on the way to this place, laughed at, and
used as models for their own a few days after. That is the way that the

pioneers came to Sharon, Those who came just after followed the same
trail in the same fashion.

The winter of 1831-32 was a severe one. Edward Campbell and
David Cook went to Detroit after provisions. Their ox-team gave out on
their return, and was abandoned. They sought to reach home on foot,

but the drifting snow obscured the way, and they wandered about for

some days and nights. They were searched after and found benumbed
and insensible from the cold. . Mr. Campbell was badly frozen, and died
within a week. Mr. Cook recovered.

In the month of June, 1832, the first religious society was organized

by Rev. E. H. Pilcher at the log house of Gilbert Row. There were nine
members, viz.: Henry Row and wife, Conrad Row and wife and the wife

of Gilbert Row, Mr. Lathrop and wife, Anthony Yerkes, and Joseph O.

Gilbert. Mr. Pilcher was but nineteen years of age at that time. He is

now living and preaching in Canada. Curiously enough, in his valuable
" History of Protestantism in Michigan," just issued, he makes no men-
tion of this infant society. I remember him as a stern old puritan who
never smiled. I think he was an excellent man, but I remember a lad who
took him "over the river" to preach, who told his father that Brother
Pilcher never spoke of the beautiful team that carried him, and that he
could not be much of a Methodist preacher or he would have noticed

those horses.

In school district No. 1 in this neighborhood, almost within sight of

this spot, the first school house was built. It has been moved across the

road, and the frame is now used as a part of a dwelling house. On the

authority of Mrs. Harriet Row, I am informed that her husband acted in

1832 as the first assessor of this township; that she went with him on
several occasions while he was assessing propert}^; they drove their own
Indian pony before a " democrat wagon " belonging to Oliver Kellogg

;

and they, on one such business trip, took dinner at Deacon Stevens',

over beyond where Wait Peck now lives. The fact of the dinner is fixed

by the recollection of having " succotash." When he had finished his

assessment he reported to Dexter oSicials, by whom the taxes were col-

lected. The truth of this bit of history can be vouched for by the lady
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who acted as assistant assessor and ate the succotash, as she is on the

ground here to-day. I learned quite early in life not to contradict her,

and shall not to-day, although I cannot imagine how he came to accept

office, as he was much averse to holding any official position during my
recollection.

In 1832 and 1833 this township was rapidly settled, and a name for

this beautiful tract became of the first importance. Some differences of

opinion arose as to the proper one to select. It was thought by the set-

tlers who came from "Amenia" and "Romulus," New York, that the

name of their old town would confer honor to this new child of the forest,

while pioneers knew that " Sharon " was the loveliest name among ten

thousand, and that the name of their home in Connecticut ought to be

given to this, the new home of their adoption. Petitions were forwarded

to the legislative council expressing these different views. It is related

that Dr. Amariah Conklin was mounted on a horse by his father, old Dr.

Conklin, and sent out with a "Sharon" petition up into Berks and Anna-
bil settlement on his first electioneering tour. The doctor has had great

success since then as a physician, but I think he never did a better day's

ride in his life than when he killed those Amenia and Romulus peti-

tions. I have hunted the old state archives high and low for them, but

they are past resurrection.

On the 7th day of March, 1834, the act of the legislative council was
approved by Gov. George B. Porter, enacting that " all that part of the

county of Washtenaw comprised in surveyed township 3 south, range 3

east, be a township by the name of Sharon." In the words of your old

and honored citizen, Andrew Robinson, "We are satisfied with a good
name, and would not change it for any other this side of Paradise."

The first township meeting was at the house of Oliver Kellogg. At
the first town meeting Lewis Allen was elected supervisor and B. F. Bur-

nett town clerk. In the old territorial executive records at Lansing I

find that on the 7th day of March, 1834 (which was the same day he ap-

proved the bill naming Sharon), Gov. Porter, with the advice and con-

sent of the legislative council, commissioned Michah Porter and Abijah

Marvin as the first justices of the peace in Sharon. I presume there are

no records extant showing who, if any, were the defeated candidates for

these offices of honor and trust. Certain it is that party politics did not

run high here in those days, and there were no newspapers hereabouts

to set forth in glowing colors the virtues of the favored aspirants, or de-

pict the dire effects that would ensue if their opponents should be elected

to rule over this people. The days had not come when newspapers were

used as engines to create a furious smoke that might smirch over private

or official character, and hide the malicious detractor behind the " free-

dom of the press," while he pra3'^ed in secret that a small fire might be

discovered somewhere to justify the smoke. A man who sets himself up
as an educator of the public through the press ought to be of clean hands
and a pure heart. A hundred reporters may stand at his beck and
call. A thousand busy fingers may arrange for him the chaos of types

into the beautiful creations of his brain. The throbbing engines may
press and whirl the pure v/hite paper, and stamp thereon his truths or
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falsehoods. He may write in a gilded palace or a hovel, but his emana-
tions, having received the dignity of an editorial " we," they are transmit-

ted by steam and lightning to his readers as the dignified and deliberate

utterances of a man who has profoundly and truthfully investigated

the subject discoursed upon, or they are promulgated as the sentiment
of the community. But it makes some difference whether such utter-

ances are simply one man's dictum, or whether they have a sufficient

fact foundation to make them great truths which the people will accept
as their own and act up to.

The newspapers of to-day are the great popular educators. They are

governed by the great law of supply and demand. Vicious readers de-

mand an immoral issue, and are supplied. Religious communities
demand their peculiar theological food, and they get it. The people
make the press, and are largely responsible for its character. I may
truthfully to-day compliment the press of Michigan, and in doing so I

pay a deserved one and no less a compliment to the enlightened masses
who support them and for whom they are toned. The press of Michigan
may be counted on to make a vigorous canvass as the light of their sev-

eral political views may dictate, and the man who has got a bad record,

public or private, or has absurd views of public polity, better not accept
any nomination or ask for the suffrages of the people who read these

newspapers. The legitimate press of Michigan, with scarcely an excep-
tion, is not a sensational one. It will criticise wrong, fraud and corrup-
tion, be it in a private citizen, a corporation, or a public officer ; but it is

not used to retail the filth of human weakness, or defame public or pri-

vate character.

I do not think that the Sharon boys took much, if any, part in the
early elections here. In more modern times, at the town meetings over
at "Townsend's Paint Brook Farm," or at Ambrose's, in "Sharon Hol-
low," the boys used to pull pretty lively on the long rope that was some-
times used to haul the biggest crowd to our side before heads were counted
on the important choice of path-masters. There were some big boys there
hold of that rope. For further particulars on that subject I might refer

you to Milo Hunter, Jim McGee, my friend Wm. Bowers, the Rev. Daniel
D. Gillett, or to Hon. John J. Robison.

I do not think the word " bulldozed" was coined in those simpler, and
mayhap purer days, but I remember how the vote for a new school-house
was carried in district No. 1. The old school-house was in a tottering

and dilapidated condition. For over a quarter of a century its desks
and benches had been cut and hacked by the jack-knives of its gradu-
ates and under-graduates. As one after another succeeded to the posses-
sion of a favorite seat—which he was on hand to pre-empt very early in
the morning o# a new term—the new and bigger initials of his name had
to be cut over those of his predecessors, and during leisure hours from
study the grooves for shooting out })aper-wads had to be cut out afresh.

The walls had been patched and patched with all sorts of different col-

ored mortar—some of it stuck and some of it came down on devoted
heads as the first class tramped along to "toe the crack" to spell. Some
of the nails in the floor had the bad trick of working their heads up
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high enough to bite unlucky bare feet that came too near them as they

trudged over the uneven surface to find out, at the school-master's desk,

how to pronounce that word. The shingles that remained on the roof

had got their backs up at being retained long after they vvere of age. On
the outside the clapboards were off in many places ; in ouiers still, great

square holes had been cut for the convenience of favorite ball-clubs. The
old door that faced the south was aged and trembling, and had no hall

or entry-way to bother it, or hide the boy from the teacher's eyes when
he was cramming down the last bit of his apple before he came in sa

innocently. The old windows, through which we peeped at passers-by,

or looked for the old sleigh that came about four o'clock to carr}' scholars

who accepted the cheery invitation to "pile on all that are going this

way "—these windows kept up an awful clatter, sometimes, when the

master had just said, " Now let us have it so still that you can hear a pin

drop." It Avas high time that a new house should be built. The matter
had been thoroughly canvassed. At last the decisive night came, when
the vote was to be taken. Considerable opposition was manifested, and
I think it was led by Burr Gould.

The boys had taken from the farm of John Williams, the school-

master, a persuader in the shape of a big lever, thirt}^ or forty feet long.

The fulcrum was adjusted, the boys were in position, and at the whistle

of the lad who stood sentinel at the open door, just as the moderator
put the question, one corner of the first school edifice in Sharon creaked

and went up about two feet. The vote for a new one was nearly unani-

mous. The aj^es and ohs were all counted in the affirmative. These
school-houses were also used in those days for houses of worship, and
every one of them had what was cnlled an "amen corner." On the

night I .speak of the amen corner of this house spoke up loud and
prompt.

What memories cluster around the old school-houses of this country

!

The miniature wells we dug there are all filled up. The rail play-houses

covered with boughs we built for the girls we admired, are torn down.
Some other lucky chaps are selected by special favor to take the old

water-pail and saunter off leisurely for fresh water, regardless of the

thirsty souls indoors, some of whom are mechanically saying, "Please,

ma'am, may I leave my seat to get a drink?" How we loved some of

those teachers, and how we hated others ! Nearly all of them are gone
now, and our hardness of heart has vanished with the lapse of years, that

have also banished the whip and the ferule for the gentler and better

rule of kindness. The pretty girl who used to pass the water around in

the tin-cup as we came back, with such dainty grace, has for years been
sleeping beneath the grass up in the old burying-ground on the corners.

The snow forts that we built, and the ammunition that red hands packed
into ice-balls have melted away, with all the soreness of heads or hearts

that came of wounds or defeat in those boyish battle-fields of snow.

Some are living lives of usefulness among you
;
others have gone to work

out the problem of life elsewhere, and many have gone to join the great

majority on the other shore. Some of those school-boys are among the

heroic dead, and Sharon people never did a prouder deed than when
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they erected, near the town-hall, a monument to their memory. These

dead heroes, which in the many
" * * * * nameless graves that he

In East and South and West,

By the brave, heroic hearts they hold,

God give them peaceful rest."

Some of them wore no badge of authority, not oven a single stripe

upon the arm, but they ranked high in devotion to the cause for which
they gave their lives.

'' May God forbid that yet,

Or in all time to come,

We should their names forget.''

These old land-marks of early educational advantages in Michigan

have given way to more elaborate buildings and methods of study and
teaching. Particularly is this the case in cities and villages. The coun-

try schools may have too many different instructors, and use too many
different text-books that a consistent uniformity and better pay to teach-

ers would largely obviate. It is thought by some that the graded system

of the cities makes its great objective point the graduation of the few to

the neglect of the larger number, whom stern necessity calls away from

school before any regular course can be completed. Might not some of

these superintendents and school boards come back to the country schools

and pattern in some things on the models of the good old times, when
they used to choose sides and spell down from "Cobb" and " Webster's

Elementary?"
The men of this state who devised and carried out its system of com-

mon schools, free for the child of the poor as well as the rich man, laid

a foundation for its prosperity better than they knew or dreamed of.

I remember how perfectly incomprehensible that saying used to be to

me that you might start from a given spot and travel right straight

ahead in one direction, and you would come back to the exact spot from
which you started. Having made the circuit of the world, I understand

it now.
I started out at the Sharon pioneer, and I am now coming back to

them. I know that Sharon is not the whole world, but I settled here as

a very small pioneer on the 10th day of March, 1840, and made it my
home until the 10th day of March, 1864, and I should have to travel this

wide world over to find a spot that I love better. There are others here

who can tell you from personal experience how they built log-cabins

without saws or nails ; how the deer and Indian came to inspect their

work; how night was made hideous by the howling of wolves; of the

kindness of near neighbors who lived miles away, and the generous hos-

pitality that would divide the last crust with belated travelers. Such
traditions we listen to in open-eyed wonder, and tell now to our children

as the experiences of their grandfathers and grandmothers. I remember
seeing the bedstead with one leg, with hickory poles running from it to

auger-holes in the logs of the house, standing as a memento of those
34
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primitive days of cabinet work, long after its designer and maker had
moved into more pretentious quarters. There was no foolishness of

corded rope or spring mattress about it. I feel warranted in saying that

the poet who wrote,

" Shall I be carried to the skies

On flowery beds of ease," etc.,

had no reference to one of those pioneer bedsteads. I imagine that the

uncomfortable habit of early rising prevalent hereabouts when some of

us were boys was first inaugurated by bedsteads of that class, and kept up
by force of habit.

The first saw-mill in Sharon—that indispensable adjunct to a new
settlement—was built on section 29, by Amasa Gillett and B. F. Burnett,

on the extreme northerly bend of the river Raisin.

This mill was the beginning of " Sharon Hollow." It never justified

the expectations of its younger days, but it was a rare treat for some of

us to go there. Goldsmith was born in 1728, so he did not take Sharon
Hollow as a text for his " Deserted Village ;" but when I first saw it, some
portions of his poem would have been appropriate.

" How often have I paused on every charm.

The sheltered cot, the cultivated farm,

The never-failing brook, the busy mill."

The now Rev. C. T. Allen, of the Detroit conference,—known also to

many soldiers in this county as Captain Allen, but better known to

Sharon folks as Charley Allen—has just taken a trip to Paris, and I think

he is now there. I don't believe he went there with a lighter heart or

more joyful anticipations than when he used to start from the four cor-

ners, one mile south and east of here, to spend the da}'' in that almost
" deserted village " at the times when sheep were washed, or when we
used to angle for fish, and go in and ride back on the carriage, as it gigged

back in the old saw-mill at the important moment when the saw reached

the stub-shot of the log.

Under the sturdy strokes of our fathers the forest began to melt away
and let in the sunshine to the patches of wheat that aodded their heavy
heads for the cradle. The music of the flails kept time with joyous hearts

as the golden grain of the first crop was beaten out. The tin bakers

before the wide-mouthed fire-places stood ready to turn out a first-class

article of the staff of life. Not only did those mothers know how to make
good bread and butter, but they could fairly make the spinning-wheels

sing when table-linen or clothes were needed for the family. These
mothers' hearts were young then, and full of hope for the future. As the

early morning sun came through the cabin window, latticed over by the

morning-glories their hands had planted, they took up the day's task

gloriously. Gloriously, because their honest hearts never dreamed that

hard work was unfashionable or dishonorable. They sang the baby to

sleep in a sap-trough, covered over with a nice patch-work quilt. Baby-
carriages, nurse-bottles, and Mrs. Winslow had not been invented for

those baby pioneers.
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At the first wedding here in Sharon an incident took place that I have
often heard recounted by my father, who was present. All were gathered
in the one room of the house. The happy couple were partitioned off by
a quilt hung in one corner of the room. One tallow candle illuminated
the scene. The curtain was taken down when all was ready, and the
candle held high by one of the young men of the family, who was intently

watching the ceremony. Immediately after Squire Lapham (from Lodi
Plains) pronounced the solemn words that the couple were husband and
wife, the person holding the candle seemed to think the business was
finished, and he suddenly brought it down and blew it out, leaving the
company as they stood in almost total darkness. They were relieved by
the execution of the order that came from the man of the house, viz :

"Abe , light that candle." It is to be hoped that the light of their
married life did not go out so suddenly.

Sharon had its wild-cat bank, and her volunteers in the famous " To-
ledo war" did just as good service as any who were not killed in that
campaign. She had her general training days, and I can remember one
in a ten-acre field just across the road from the present residence of
Charles Row. I remember three men that were mounted on horses,

—

Col. Fellows, Ed, Robinson, and Schuyler Botsford.

No one can tell reminiscences of his boyhood home without making
invidious distinctions, perhaps. He must tell them from his recollections,

and give you the pictures as they were painted on his memory as the days
went fleeting by. I cannot forget such men as Robert Triggs, or Calvin
Clark, who preached all over this section in an early day ; nor do I forget
that good Englishman, Wakelin, who used to create a smile on the faces
of the youngsters as he gave out the hymn, " Jesus, the name ' high hover
hallJ " The smile was changed to delight, as it was taken up and sung
so beautifully by such singers as Henry Smith and others.

There was one man among those pioneer preachers who lived in this
town, and I think left an impress by his daily walk and simple eloquence
on this whole community that is felt to-day.

Father Young was the Whitefield of Sharon. The old-fashioned
"hell" of fire and brimstone that used to be preached in those days had
not been abolished, but I think he knew what others have since found
out, that no man or woman was ever frightened into heaven. Whether
he believed in it literally or not, or thought that the hell of a man's con-
science was a sufficient punishment, I know not ; but I think he used to
draw his hearers by preaching of the Father's love. I remember more
about his tender voice and tearful eyes, and his belief in a religion that
commenced on Sunday and lasted right on through the week. He used
to tell the fathers and mothers that Sunday and the church was not the
only time or place to sow good seed, but it might be done when the fal-
low-ground of their hearts was best prepared to receive it. It mio-ht be
that time would come when vivid lightning blinds the 63^0, or deep- toned
thunder rolls along the sky. When you stood by budding tree, or in the
field as the ripening grain beckoned the reapers to the harvest, or may-
hap in the garden when the dew-drops were glistening like tears of
thankfulness in the faces of the flowers, that by your home-life and home-
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example you might weld a cable that would anchor your children to

principle when the temptations of manhood and womanhood should

come. So preached he in log cabins, in school-houses, and tented groves

to our fathers. I reverence his memory.
The men who settled on either side of the bend of the Raisin in

1831-2-3-4-5 and following years, are entitled to our highest regard.

Not only are they entitled to our highest consideration for opening up
to settlement and civilization this beautiful township, whose fields have
for half a century never failed of a bountiful harvest, but they are enti-

tled to our highest veneration for the inheritance they left us—the in-

heritance of good names, examples of hard toil, a stern devotion to prin-

ciple, and honesty of life and purpose. It is an aristocracy that won't
wash out. These Sharon farmers were aristocrats—aristocrats with
muscle and courage and pluck. It is an easy matter to lay the axe at

the root of the tree, but when you come to wield it in heavy blows on the

monarchs of the forest, wherein lies uncarved your houses, barns, fences

and fortunes, \ou must be an aristocrat.

If you want to vex an old soldier, sympathize with him because he
had to carry a heavy load, march and fight. That service he glories in.

If you want to vex an old pioneer, give him your sympathy for the bard-

ships of finding a home in the wilderness. Those were probably the hap-
piest days of his life. His pulse beats quicker now, and his eyes shine

with the light of other days as he recounts them. He had the vigorous

appetite that comes with out-door bodily fatigue; he had the sweet sleep

tliat comes of a good digestion, a clean conscience and the ventilation of

a primitive log-house. The songs of the birds, the fragrance of the beau-
tiful wild flowers that carpeted the green earth, and the majesty and
grandeur of the forests were sermons that lifted his thoughts to their Cre-

ator. His generous assistance to others who, like him, were poor in pocket
but rich in manly souls, and his independent efforts to hew out a home
for his loved ones, crowned his manhood. To my mind the}' were heroes.

They never led armies to battle and to devastate, but they led right roy-

ally the grand march of civilization. They were statesmen, for they were
toiling for the true interests of the commonwealth.

Such men made this wilderness to bud and blossom as the rose. The
roses of Sharon bloomed apace, and long before the evening of their lives

had come they sat down under their own vines and fig-trees. Most of

them have been gathered to their fathers. By scores they lie beneath
the grass-mounds which overlook the scenes of their toils and their con-
quests. A few, a very few, remain with us. like some of these old oaks,

spared by the woodman's axe. We love those who are living, we love

the memory of those who are dead.

When we speak of Sharon's pioneers—our fathers and mothers—we
also eulogize ;he noble men and women who pioneered this state. They
were the rank and file of the grand army of progress, and have done as

much, if not more, than any other class of citizens to give this grand
Michigan of ours the proud position she to-day occupies among the states

of this Union. Her hundreds of thousands of acres of corn in its emerald
luxuriousness are waving millions and millions of banners to-day in the
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breeze, and they are banners of peace. The men who till these fields are

men of peace. They own the soil by right of honest purchase, from the

proceeds of honest toil. They love peace, but they will maintain their

rights. In 1835, when the great seal of this state was devised, they rep-

resented on it a man standing on the peninsula with a gun in his hand.

The sun is represented as just rising out of the lake at early morning.
The man stands within a shield, and over it is engraved " Tuebor"—

I

will protect. It was a wilderness then, and on either side is a moose
and an elk. Above the crest is the bird of freedom. Underneath on a

scroll are the words of the Latin motto: " Si quaeris Peninsulam, Amoenam
Oircumspice

"—" If you seek a beautiful peninsula, look about you," or

''find it here." It is a beautiful design, and does honor to the constitu-

tional convention at Detroit that in 1835 adopted it. But it was the

morning of the state then—the sun of her prosperity was just rising.

Standing here with you to-day, to celebrate with thankful hearts the

successful ending of another bountiful harvest, many of us native-born

to the soil of the Peninsular State—the sun of her prosperity not yet

advanced to mid-day—we may all re-echo the words of the Latin motto

:

''If you would behold a beautiful peninsula, find it here in Michigan."

In 1835 her lakes were clear and beautiful ; they are no less beautiful to-

day, but they have the added charm of the white sails of commerce. Her
forests were majestic and beautiful then, but to-day they are toned down
to finer shade, and set off in greater richness the choice landscapes of

cultivated Michigan.
This peninsula of ours is beautiful—beautiful for its scenery. We

may glory in her net-work of railways, her financial credit, her humane,
benevolent and charitable institutions, her common schools and univer-

sities; but her chief beauty, the glory of her past, the great hope of her
future in all that goes to make up the good record of an advanced civili-

zation, is the educated and enlightened masses that have developed the

resources of this state.

The farmers of Michigan have reason to be proud of their achieve-

ments. In 1838 there were only 63 miles of railroad in this state. At
the close of 1877 there were 3,455 miles of completed and operated road.

These roads have been made largely necessary by the contributions of

Michigan farmers to the wants of the world. It is shown by our cereal

statistics that in 1877 the farmers of this state harvested 1,312,314 acres,

yielding a total of 23,796,214 bushels of wheat. Over a million acres in

corn and oats were that year planted and sown. Your own county of

Washtenaw stands third in point of wheat-production among the great

wheat-producing counties of this state.

From the state census of 1873 it is shown that in Michigan 5,618,000

bushels of potatoes were raised; 1,184,000 tons of hay cut; nearly 8,000,-

000 pounds of wool sheared ; almost 50,000,000 pounds of pork marketed
;

4,000,000 pounds of cheese and 30,000,000 pounds of butter made.
The farmers of Michigan have always had large influence in control-

ling the legislation of this state. The last legislature assembled at Lan-
sing had forty-two farmers out of the one hundred members of the house,

and eight farmers out of the thirty-two senators. Both the speaker of the
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house and the lieutenant governor, who is president of the senate, are
practical farmers.

When I pay to Michigan farmers the well-earned compliment for all

their hard-earned achievements I by no means underrate, nor do you,
the honor due to other workers. For intelligent toil—toil that takes

brains and tact, and produces good results, farmers are entitled to just as
much credit, and no more, than men who toil with their brain alone.

To-day the farmers of Michigan are educated and intelligent. They in

a large measure owe it to the teachers and preachers who do not labor

with their hands, but who are right worthy of their hire. To-day there

is a developed science in agriculture that chemists have wrought out ; a
free press disseminated, and intelligent labor has made it practical. The
farmers are using with skill the improved implements that inventors and
manufacturers have placed in their hands.

The farmers sell more than they buy, and they profit by the capi-

tal of men who lay down iron railroads that lead to ocean highways.
The men who interpret the busy telegraph, or set up the types from
which you read and take advantage of the prices current of the world

;

the men who manufacture your fleeces, or give you in exchange com-
modities which you do not wish or cannot afford to buy in wholesale
quantities, are not and ought not to be your antagonists. I allude to

these things to say what I know you are well aware of, that there ought to

be no class antagonism among the workers of the nation. There should
be no clashing between the producer and manufacturer, labor and capi-

tal, or about the payment of honest debts with honest money.
I have spoken of Sharon's birth and development. I liave alluded

to the men who named it, and gave it character. I have spoken to you,

who are to-day as her citizens maintaining the good name of the founders
of this township and increasing the productiveness of its soil, somewhat
of the past. It does us good to counter-march sometimes. An absence
for me of fifteen years has marked many changes. Miles of board fence

have taken a straight line through the zigzag of the old rail fence, and
almost pays its own way by the increased acreage that the plow may
reach and till. The old stumps which were filled with stone that tumbled
into the furrows and made the boys high-steppers for the moment, have
been dug up and burned, adding beauty to the field and richness to the

soil. The fields have been gleaned of rocks that broke the plow-point,

and mayhap the third commandment, and now grace the trim stone-

wall or make the foundation of the underground barn. The old log

houses have crumbled away with age and disuse, but a grand resurrec-

tion of comely white and red brick farm houses attests your industry and
the yield of intelligent husbandry.

The breath of near autumn can be felt in the air to-day, and the

approach of silver hairs can be seen in the heads of many of you who
are bearing the heat and burden of the days that bring hard toil. Hard
toil, though, has won you a victory It is not a victory that comes
through idleness or shiftlessness. Its fruits are not onl}' those that fill

your orchards and vines with their luscious abundance. Your thrift has
blossomed in your home surroundings. Your music, pictures, books^
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and amusements have cultured your children, and some of them will look,

back here some day and thank you for those investments.

If time would permit, I would like to say something about the other

wonderful accomplishment of the old century, and prophesy what I think
the signs of the times indicate—the development and progress that shall

use the matchless resources of this country to pay up its indebtedness

and establish its superiority as a manufacturing, commercial, and agri-

cultural nation ; how liberty and freedom of thought was won by stal-

wart sons from the mother country; of the progress of the republic from
feeble colonies to mighty states; of the achievements of the arts and
sciences and of peace; how this union of ours was preserved from a wicked
rebellion that threatened its destruction ; of the men who crushed it out,

men who knew no party and but one flag.

My friends, this is not the hour or the day for political allusions, or I

the speaker who could instruct you. I may say, however, that there is a
grand old party, with a glorious banner, to which we may all belong.

It is the party of good citizenship; its banner is the flag of the Union.
No state has superior advantages to Michigan for diversified farming.

Soil, timber, and water are in happy proportion. It is true that Michi-

gan winters are long, but they fill up the school houses with boys who
are to be the future legislators and business men of the state. The long
winters, and lots of them, with books and papers, make the cultured men
and women whom I address to-day. I have three little chaps growing
up to boyhood, and would rather have them educated, learn to love to

work and to think for themselves than to bequeath them a fortune. It

has been the salvation of many a man and woman that they were inured
to toil.

There are hundreds and thousands of men and women in the cities

of this land to-day who are out of work and cannot get it there. The
stores, shops, and offices are besieged with applications for some light

employment that cannot be granted. Some of these persons eke out a
scanty subsistence, while many lead lives of shame or fill the jails,

prisons, and poor houses of the land. They don't like the toil of the

farm, and imagine they should be exempt from the mandate, "In the.

sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread." .

In passing through the outskirts of any large city on this continent, you
may see hovels in great numbers that you would .scarcely think fit for your
dumb brutes, and yet these are inhabited by human beings whose rags,

filth, and food are detestable, and yet they clannishly center there and
live no one knows how. Their numerous children probably never saw
a bit of green grass, drank a cup of pure sweet milk, or breathed a breath

of the fresh country air. You may wonder why in heaven's name they
do not wash their faces and set them countryward to till the millions of

acres in the great west that may be had almost for the asking, or come
and assist you, who could raise better crops if you could get in greater

numbers reliable farm hands and house servants. The painful fact is

that the men who are tramping the country today, or starving in the

filth of cities, are not willing to do hard, honest work for honest pa}'.

Thev would like to be farmers on the sublime svstem that strawberries
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and cream, fresh eggs, and bread and butter, and no work, was the bill of

fare. Plenty of them could be found now to step into your well earned
competencies and farm it by "the sweat of their hired man's brow." It

takes some tact, but very seldom an apple-sprout to learn boys and girls

to become working men and working women. I think the sage old men
ought to be abolished who go into Sunday schools and day schools and
gravely talk to the scholars that this is a "free country," and that some
of them may become eminent divines, noted physicians, or great lawyers.

Some one is responsible for the fact that there are divines hammering
the pulpit to-day that ought to have accepted the true call of their abili-

ties to hammer out horse shoes or chop cord-wood. Perhaps this old

man is not responsible for the fact that some people are physicked to

death by quack doctors, or set by the ears, to be extricated by legal acu-

men or a jury of their peers.

Why did not this old prophet leave out that part of his vision until

later, and advise school-boys that if they went to bed early and slept the

sweet sleep of youth they would soon get up muscle enough to carry

bundles in the wheat field or relieve mother at the churn ; that if they
were good boys and honored their father and mother, studied hard and
worked well, their days would be long on the earth, and they fitted to

take the shop, the farm, or the mill out of feeble hands that needed rest.

How many boys have come home from school at night and forgot to bring
in water and fill up the wood box, elated with the idea that deacon so

and so came to school and said that some of the tow headed boys there

might be president of the United States? How many of these same old

boys are waiting around now, and have been for years, refusing to be
hewers of wood or drawers of water—waiting to be president?

Farmers sell wheat now by the pound. They used to measure it up
in the half-bushel. The piece of board called a " strike " used to be
carefully and evenly passed over the rim of the measure and all the sur-

plus grain struck olf to help make up the next measureful. It was not

allowable to shake down the measure or jar it with the strike. That was
simple justice. A farmer cannot be extremel}^ generous, but the good
ones arc extremely just. Sometimes this "strike-board" would get

warped and bent, just like the judgment or integrity of the man to whom
it belonged. When it passed over the grain in the measure it would
scoop down into the center and take out too much. If that grain had
been carefully weighed it would have fallen short,—shrunk up like the

man's conscience who struck ofi' too much wheat. Farmers as a rule are

not a stingy or penurious class, but the tricks of some of them have made
inroads on the good name of reputable men. Some of them are counter-

feiters, and sell their wares in imitation of the genuine. Such men sell

too much salt in their butter and foul stuff in their grain ; their unwash-
ed fleeces and windfall apples damage prices in the whole section from
whence they are marketed. Such men not only spoil prices, but they
disgust their boys by the untidiness of their farms, the discomforts of

home-life, and tlieir dishonest practices. They are glad to leave the farm
for more congenial surroundings, and for the education and culture that

make men. Too many of these farmer bovs find out too late that their
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•education and correct habits of thought have been shrunk out of them
by some penurious man whose "strike" was warped the wrong way.
The boy was well-fed and well-worked, but when he comes to balance
himself against the rough corners of the world with which he has to deal,

he finds that somebody has cheated him. He is short weight. He could

not claim a rounded measure perhaps, but simple justice demanded an
even one. The unlucky "strike'' gouged too deep, and robbed him of

the education and manliness that make good citizens and independent
men.

If the farmeis of Michigan work too large farms, could they not

work less acres and reap more abundantl}^ ? Might they not do some-
thing to counteract the mischievous doctrine of communism, that is born
of idleness and ignorance, and divide up some of these large farms with

the boys, who are 3''0ur hope and pride? Their good habits and educa-

tion are worth more to you and the future than broad acres. They are

surer to find true happiness and health in the peaceful pursuits of agri-

culture than in the learned professions, in trade, or political preferment.

You may thus add to the well-being of the race, and contribute to the

wealth of the state by giving educated, honest toilers for its prosperity.

You may thus do something to help to counteract the vicious schemes of

deriiagogues who seek to incite class rebellion among men who would
prey upon your prosperity—who want something for nothing.

You may establish such a communism as I have briefly indicated. It
is the only kind that you and the good people of this country will ever

tolerate.

True it is that some good business men, great preachers and teachers,

men that plead law, and statesmen that plead for human rights are called

from the shops and farms. If your boys and girls are so called to other

honorable pursuits, do not discourage such a laudable ambition, but first

thoroughly educate them, and teach them to work and to love to work.
You will then have bequeathed them the best and only true genius that

wins success. Perchance they may not win renown, but they will be

almost certain of being good citizens, whatever their avocation. " No true

work since the world began was ever wasted. No true life since the world
began has ever failed."

Good citizens to-day and in the years to come are the hope of Sharon,
the hope of the state and nation. They are the hope of humanity and
the world.

ECHOES OF THE PAST.

Dedicatkd to the Memory of My Dear Father and Mother.

Ji. Historical Paper prepared by Mrs. Mary E. Foster, of Ann Arbor, and read by her at the

Annual Meeting of the Michigan State Pioneer Society, at Lansing.

I come before you the representative of one of our pioneer families,

formerly of Lodi, now of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw county.

My father was the eldest son of Peter and Hannah Lowry, and my
mother was the daughter of David and Elizabeth Wickham,all of Onon-



538 Pioneer Society of MicmGAN.

daga county, New York. John Lowry was born February 14th, 1793

;

Sylvia, his wife, was born March 20th, 1799 ; they were married Febru-
ary, 1821.

My father's grand-father, John Peter Lowry, was stolen from a school
in England, with twelve other boys, when a lad thirteen years old, and
brought to America. He was sold to service for five years to pay his
passage. His name at that time being Lowden, it was changed to Lowry
when he commenced his five years' service in Pennsylvania. He served
the five years honorably, and when about twenty-four he took for his
better half a Dutch wife, with whom he lived years, and the family were
Dutch speaking, he living past his ninety-ninth birth-day, entirely blind
for many years ; and yet not blind spiritually. He communed daily
with the Father of light, requesting and insisting that all his grand-chil-
dren and great-grand-children that were born after his blindness should
be brought to him, that he might lay his hands upon them and ask
God's especial care and presence to continue with them, the writer being
the last great-grand-child to receive his benediction.

On December 13th, 1822, my father and mother rejoiced over their

first born son, who was called James. He has long since passed over the
river, leaving a wife, three daughters and one son. Although poverty
surrounded them, they were thankful for this gift, and resolved more
firmly than ever before, by earnest endeavor, to have a home of their own.
Previous to this they rented a farm, and moved, not as most people move
in these days ; they took their goods, all they possessed, and walked to

this their first home, driving a cow given them by my mother's parents.

My father's education was limited, as far as schools were concerned,.

six months being the maximum and a meager supply of books, his slate

and pencil being procured from a running brook near by ; and my moth-
er's education was limited. They were not satisfied with the prospects

before them, and they decided to look for some locality where they could
secure what they so much longed for, a home of their own. My father's

first trip was to Quebec, where he engaged in rafting, but this did not
satisfy, and in the spring of 1825 they mutually decided to go to the then
far west.

On June 2d of that year they were made aware of the presence of a
black curly haired daughter, which they soon named Mary Elizabeth,

and as she stands before you you will discover that the suns of fifty-three

summers have somewhat faded and changed the color of the hair, and
time has made its impress upon the face, but allow me to assure you, the
heart pulsates for humanity more today than on that Thursday afternoon.

The last of that June month, John Lowry gave the kisses of good bye
and left for Michigan, by way of the Erie canal and lake Erie. He
found his way to Ann Arbor with great difficulty, taking a guide to Lodi
Plains. He was delighted with the Plains, but he had been taught that
no lands were equal to heavy timbered land for a larm, and he feared to

purcliase, but decided to buy eighty acres as an experiment. At that
time he could have taken nearly all of it from the government for ten

shillings per acre. For a farm to live on, he bought about one and a-half
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miles north in the timber, where there were many maple trees for a sugar
orchard, and a variety of timber and a clear running brook.

My mother often told us how much of hope and fear were mingled
together when our father returned saying he had seen the Eden of the
west, and when he told our neighbors and friends he should go to that
goodly land the next year, they implored him not to take his family to

be devoured by wolves, or exposed to the embrace of bears, which was
sure death ; and if these did not prove enemies, they had inward convic-
tions that the Indians would take our scalps. Everything was brought
to bear to dissuade us, but they were decided, and these things did not
move them.

The last days of May the next year found boxes and barrels being-

filled with such things as were most needed in a new country, and June
2d, 1826, found us at Ralyraond Kellogg's, whose wife, Olive, was a half
sister of our mother's; (their son, George D. Kellogg, and family reside

at Matherton, in this state); their home was at Marcellus village, where
my mother's youngest sister, Harriet, lived. Now came the trying time
for my mother—when presents and good byes were given, and tears fell

so profusely, for auntie feared this was a final separation.

Our father cheered them by saying my mother might come to them the
next year; hands were extended to me and I took my first walk across
the room alone, which was a surprise to all, as this was my first birth-

day; this event made them sure they should never see us again, and my
father found it necessary to go before any further omen of ill should
develop. A few hours later and we as a family, goods, etc., were snugly
stowed away on a packet boat bound for Buffalo. We were several days
reaching this place, but thought this a charming way to travel. We
secured passage across lake Erie on the schooner Lady of the Lake, and
were about two weeks reaching Detroit. We found this a small French
town, peculiar in appearance (as since described by my parents), with but
one tavern, kept by a Frenchman. A sister of my father, her husband and
one child, Mr. and Mrs. John Cobb and Eliza came with us; beds could
only be obtained for the women and children ; the men were glad to rest

on the floor.

Father wanted to stay a day or two longer, but the rest of our party
thought best to go if they went on foot. A span of French ponies and
a lumber wagon were secured, and the women and children loaded in,

also what baggage they could draw, the men securing poles to assist them
through the mud and mire. The first night found us in more comforta-
ble quarters on the river Rouge, the mothers rejoicing that their children
were not fatherless.

I think it took three days to reach Ann Arbor, when all began to

take in the situation—what a home in the west meant. As Ann Arbor
has been written up in its infancy and more mature years by others, I

pass. I cannot recall the name of the people where we lived while our log
house sprang into existence, five miles south of Ann Arbor (it might
have been Stratton); it was there my first distinct remembrances of life

and happiness began. As I recall those days, there stands before me in

imagination, a form so broad, so strong and symmetrical in proportion.
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with hair of brown and eyes so grey, and hands of honest toil. I see

him going forth before the break of day in drab surtout, and cap that

Sylvia's hands had wrought, to track the deer or wait for wild cats huge,
on winter mornings cold, when crystal forms assuming many shapes
descend so slowly ; his is no uncertain effort; he knows the licks and
runs and bubbling springs where the buck and doe stoop to drink and
all their day-dawn pasture grounds, and strong of will and step he goes
amid the snows and brush in search of venison. On and on he goes
until he nears the passing place or run-way, then breathless stands he
like some gnarled oak shorn of top and branches all, save the glorious

cap of snow resting upon the trunk; there stands this father mine, think-

ing of the loving hands and heart that helped to make the leaden balls

and wads and patches, who listen in the cabin home for the first report

which meant success, so sure a shot was he ; this was our mother, 'twas she
that knelt beside our bed where we were snugly tucked, my brother James
and I, as she listened for other sounds, or more like unto the first, she said

get up and see what father brings. Out we bound, dears of another fold,

and watch, while mother makes ready the morning meal, soon appears
within the clearing around our home our pride, our hope, our trust. As
he nearer comes a paw is seen, a tail of grey, more paws, and stripes and
hideous claws, and head and ears like cats, say we, and we are left to

guess, while father laughs at our surprise; and mother wants to know
just how these rebellious ones accepted their unlooked-for capture, and long
before the wonder as to how they lived, and where, the daily toil begins

;

and cats so wild are hung to await the noonday hour or evening time,

which could best be used to rid them of their coats; high up they are
nailed to dry or by some other process tanned for future use. After piling

our log fire, we all sit by its light and work or read, and interchange of

thought goes on, as to the day that's past, and consultations as to the
morrow. Many a face and form is recalled of our dear absent ones,

while we that sit in little chairs read volumes in the sparks and flame,

and changing forms of wood, with fire aglow. We sleep; and when we
wake the fire is covered for the night, and all is hushed. Our mother's
name is called, because our father told us 'twas time for little folks to

rest, but we thought 'twere better far to sit and watch the glowing fire than
sleep; but does our mother answer? No. She quiet keeps, and after a
long pause our father says, such little folks had better stay up all night
or retire as best the}'' can without their mother's care; 'twas then we
learned that children were not always wise, and troubled were our
dreams. That early dawn brought rifle from its place upon the uncov-
ered beam, and powder horn, taken from some pet cow that in the mire
went down, with wooden piece so nicely fitted in to make the thing com-
plete, and out our father goes again, the same appearance in the dim
morning light, to obtain the desired food, that escaped the hunter's eye the
previous morning.

Now in our home, where once hung blankets, white and blue, now
hangs a door and wooden latch and hinges long ; and tow or leathern
string, and near by the window-pane and sash; and loving father's hands
with froe and axe and saw had split the logs, and lain the floor, and by the
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fire-light wrought and bored the holes, till it stood a bedstead so complete
except the cord. This great need is soon supplied by bark, so nicely

peeled and woven in by magic charm. No sooner were these complete
than were they placed on either side, close in the corner, and then ap-

peared our mother, to lift the beds and spread with care and taste. The
broom of splint appeared to help remove the chips, while pot-ash cake
stood closely covered by bright coals before the fire. In another corner
pegs, like great strong arms, were placed supporting boards ; on these the
blue-edged plates appeared, and cups and saucers, knives of iron or steel,

and pewter spoons and platter bright, while just below the iron skillet

and wooden bucket stood, and kersey towel hung near by. The baking-
kettle lid is raised, the kettle turned and coals upon the lid replenished.

Our mother listens: the echo of a gun is heard, and yet again she
hears the report. After hours of anxious waiting, tired and hungry,
comes the successful hunter after food and help to bring the strong, per-
sistent deer. After the morning meal, so long in readiness, our mother
with right good will goes forth and lends a helping hand. Her parting
words—I almost hear them now—" be good and do not touch the fire."

We wait not long; with faces all aglow they come, bearing the high horns
and sinewy form, all dressed in grey. My brother brings the gambrel,
and soon the prize is lifted in its place behind the house. The work of

skinning and preparing for future use is soon over and venison hangs
suspended from beams above, and days and nights are filled with earnest

work, and thoughts of future good or ill
; and shapeless forms of wood

are worked by fire-light into useful things, with shave and rasp, and bits

of glass and pocket-knife—when soon a bow appears, with wooden key,

and shaped and fitted to "buck" or "bright," or "diamond's" neck.
Then from a straight and shapeless stick appears a crooked wooden yoke,

and this is fitted to the sturdy necks that are to bear their part in the
daily toil. They bow their handsome horns, crowned with shining knobs
of brass to yoke and bow, so white and new, with hickory keys secured.

Next comes the preparation of great runners, shod with wood or iron
;

beams and raves, and tongue and stakes. Now song is heard from over-

flowing hearts, which is real worship. Then a neighbor is announced,
as new and earnest, come to share the weal or woe of western life ; and
when the moon is high in heaven, and stars look down, adding their

lesser light, we of our cabin home decided to take from stable warm the
well-kept pair, to try the 3'^oke and sled with chain made fast to either

stake, and hay and quilts and blankets that once were doors and win-
dows, now well spread out. Now all's in readiness, off we go, to know
who is our neighbor, what their prospects, hopes or fears, and what kindly
aid can stranger faces bring by word or act or living deeds. Now fairly

on our way m}^ brother James and I such questions ask about the milky
way, and dippers great and small, and star of night, and peoples dark or
fair that dwell high in yonder worlds called stars, until my precious
mother asks for rest. Then deer-skin whip, on hickory stock swings
high, and like a pistol shot it snaps; and "haw" or "gee" is heard as

on we go with quickened pace, and none impatient grew. . Now we alight

with haste, and that most hearty welcome of "come in " is heard from
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hearts that feel no bitterness; and in this shanty-home is hung many
new and wondrous things to children's eyes; how we wonderingly look,

and sit all ears to catch each word that comes from young or old, and

thus we ask and answer, while to and fro walks the house-wife, with will-

ing hands and glad to spread a sumptuous meal for neighbors true.

They chat and eat and drink; no cider goes the round to muddle tongue

or brain, for all the apple-trees are crab; nor wine from currants red, as

yet they grow not here; a temperance band around that board, whose

stimulants are earnest thoughts and high endeavor.

We take our leave and cordial invitations are exchanged to know each

other better ; and soon the little questioners give the parents rest. They
sleep; and oh, how sweet, until the owl is heard asking, "who, who are

you?" when we are all intent on knowing how he knew we were out.

Our father tried to tell, but no convincing word helped us to understand

how he could talk, nor did we cease to wonder, until we saw and handled

one, who in a lawless mood came near to our pet hen and brood, that she

had reared the summer months before, and learned, too late, that we were

trappers of "who are you?"
Thus passed this first winter in our wild-wood home; and spring came

with its showers and sunny days ; the modest wild flowers spring, and

gorgeous adder-tongue, the unfolding mandrake, and jack-in-the-pulpit

everywhere. With this resurrection-time came the tender pigs and calves

that bruin loves so well ; and on old logs in sunny nooks the porcupine

and coon, and sly and cunning fox, and many other things came forth,

and seemed as much surprised as we to find they weren't alone.

Later came the mother deer and tender fawn, with eyes so bright and
gentle, all spotted o'er with more artistic skill than any human hand can

do; and disciplined so well that mother's look or motion gave the warn-

ing, and out of sight they bound beyond the white man's clearing, or

Indian camp-fires, or sound of wood-man's axe.

There were not many cows, yet the few made it literally true that the

land flowed with milk and honey, the latter being found in great abund-

ance, and our father and mother knew just how to find it. They spent

many a day together lining bees. After the logging was over in the

spring of 1827, our mother started for New York state to make the prom-

ised visit, and the decision before she started was, that she should invite

her sister, Harriet Wickham, to return with her, to share, our joys and

hopes. Few were the letters we wrote to friends in those times, as each

sheet cost twenty-five cents, and such a thing as an envelope had not as

yet suggested itself. We heard from mother but once, and that was to

tell us when she would reach Detroit, providing the winds and waves did

not retard. Oh! how lonely we were without her cheerful face, but when
she came and brought her charming sister, a young lady of eighteen, I

was so over-awed that I hid behind the door; and even my mother look-

ed so strange, with the new clothes that I had never seen before, and a

new bonnet presented by her sister. I could not feel at home with her

until they were put in the chest, and she assumed her accustomed dress.

I can almost see the silent tears that dropped, one by one, because I did

not recognize her.
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Soon after her return our father was stricken with that terrible disease

that is so often alluded to as nothing but the ague. He was always

delirious when the lever was on, and talked constantly. After he had
suffered for several weeks, I heard him say to my mother, " Lot us go

back; I shall never get over this disease." At first she looked sad and
did not speak, but when pressed for a reply, she said, " No ; I cannot do

that; we came to secure a home for ourselves and our children;" and
she told him she would work out as well as in-doors until he was better.

She cheered him by looks as well as words. When he was well again,

how he praised her for her courage and firmness. She did work out, day
after day, the first years, to encourage and shield him when he was sick,

and they were not the only ones that struggled through every difficulty;

hundreds did it, and were just as strong and brave as they. About this

time came Mr. Lathrop, Alonzo Holcomb, Mr. Leverance and Webster
(the two last being bachelors). Mr. Lathrop planted a nursery, the first

apple trees grown for sale in that locality, and the apple trees that now
stand on what is known as the Hedden farm, between Ann Arbor and
•Saline, are on the very spot. Mr. Hancock lived on the south part of the

Hicks farm. Thomas Wood, Horace and Virgil Booth are now made
known to us by asking for board until they could select farms and make
the necessary improvements. The wood man's axe is the music by day,

and cow-bells the best music at morning and evening, as the cows follow

the Indian trail to and from their frequented quiet nooks, for as yet our
Toads were marked by blazed trees, and every man carried an axe.

Our Indian neighbors were plenty, and they seemed glad that the

Schemake-man had come to raise corn and potatoes, of which they were
so fond. They were of the Pottawattamie tribe, and were kindly dis-

posed towards toward the whites. An old chief that had incurred the

displeasure of his tribe lived in and about this settlement; his name was
Poe-watt. He had a wife and children ; when sober he was considerate

;

when drunk the effect of his fire-water made him warlike and ungovern-
able. He used to hunt and fish with Timothy W. Hunt and my father,

showing them the spot in the lakes where there was an abundance of

fish, and the good hunting grounds—he always respecting my father's

opinions. The women and children in the settlement were afraid of him,
or most of them, especially when he had imbibed freely of what was never
known to the red man until so-called civilization introduced it. In the

absence of the men he asked for anything he wanted, and generally was
supplied. I saw him attempt to enter our home when intoxicated, in my
father's absence. My mother met him at the door and told him he could
not come in, when he informed her he would, and he made the attempt;
she took him by the arm and walked him out, saying, " When you come
sober you may come in." Then came the attempt to ape the white man's
oaths; the door was shut and the latch-string pulled in. His next ap-

pearance was to press his lips and face against the window-pane until he
tired of this; then reeling went to the bars, when thoughts of future ill

came over him he called my father, cried and whooped as none but
Indians can. At last our mother asked what was the matter. He said
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the Schemoke would kill him when he came from Salt-seba, meaning^
Saline, because he did not mind his squaw.

Poe-watt's only friends were the whites. He endured terrible perse-

cutions from his tribe, his back being fearfully gashed and he left for

dead, until at last they did kill him.

The summer's toil is over, and the winters pass pleasantly by the log-

fires ; the smoke and sparks ascend toward heaven through a stick chim-
ney all plastered over with clay, to prevent the wood from taking fire^

while at the bottom and behind were great stones to support the structure.

We could now visit almost any city in our state, and look it over gen-

erally, in the time it took us to call on one of our more remote neighbors

;

and then what about forty miles to mill? this we did, as some of you
remember. It is all over now, and we enjoy what they toiled for, and
we, as a rule, grumble far more.

In the spring of 1828 we heard of and longed to look upon many-
other families. They came one by one, and tliese are the names of some-

of them : Smith Lapham, Mr. Stillman, Orin Howe, Messrs. Williams and
Gooden, Timothy W. Hunt, Harvey Austin, Mr. Beckwith, Mr. Weller,

Grant Perry and brother, Mr. Thompson, Harlow Fellows, Messrs. Swain,.

Hatch and Stewart, also Mr. Gilbert, the husband of the late Mother Gil-

bert, who used to be called Aunt Hannah by many. She is said to h&
the first woman that offered prayer audibly in private or in public. Her's

was a firm faith and an earnest life, ever drinking at the fountain from
whence cometh our strength. It was her's to overcome great obstacles in

the spirit of a true Christian, and she has gone to her reward. It did not
take famine, war, fire and flood to compel people to love their neighbors-

as tliemselves.

This accession brought c^uite a number of young people, and they
made haste to get acquainted. The maple trees were tapped, wooden
troughs dug out and sugar making commenced. Tlie young people and
some of the older ones gathered in various sugar camps, to eat the wax
that looks so like amber on the snow. There was more of merrymaking
than ever before, and the old adage seemed fully endorsed by the men,
that "all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy," and the Jills

thought it equally applicable 'to them. Next in order came the putting

down of board floors, so nice and smooth above and below. Our parlor,

dining room, and kitchen being all one room, and the ricketty ladder

was supplanted by one strong and new.
The profusion of wild flowers all about us cannot be understood by

any that have never been so fortunate as to see them in their native

grandeur; and as my brother and I went with hands filled to our
mother, we received in return such a slice from one of those luscious

loaves, fresh from that great bake kettle, and one of our luxuries was
a cake baked in the ashes.

I can never forget the wild turkeys and spare ribs roasted before the-

fire, while just over in the corner hung the long honey bag, with its

constant dripping of the sweets of flowers, and in the other corner, on a
clean swept place, on a large stone, are white cobs set up, while under
and within are coal to consume them, these cob ashes serve as saleratus.
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As the last summer month is about to dawn upon uh, the early morn-
ing of July 31st, 1828, the ears of a quiet sleeper were startled by strange

voices, and when the eyes opened they saw tallow dips moving to and
fro, and soon recognized the face of one of my mother's dearest friends,

with a bundle on her lap all wrapped in flannel, and I heard her say, " She
has a veil over her face ; do remove it," she said to another neighbor. I

began to feel it was time for investigation, I reached the place in time to

see the veil of tisssue removed, when I was informed that I had a sister.

We all accepted the gift with gratitude.

The next new thing was our log barn, and young people came often

to our home, and one young man came more frequent than the rest; a

few months passed, and such a busy time, when all things were complete,

in came our neighbors, one by one. I began to ask if this were preach-

ing day, and soon I saw the face that I had seen as teacher of the people,

and in the house of mourning as their comforter, and yet I could not

understand, but soon I saw my darling auntie, that loved us with so

much devotion, led to the marriage altar by this fair haired youth, whose
name was Thomas Wood. Their home was all in readiness, about two
miles distant, and soon we obtained consent to visit this new uncle's

home unattended by our parents. This new departure proved most satis-

factory, and many were the days we spent going to and fro.

Mr. M^illiams owned a pony, the only animal of its kind here, it was
much sought for, and for a long time it drew the little wagon that carried

the remains of those that died among us; or if a message were to be sent

in haste..

Harriet Stillman was the first young lady that died. This event so

unlooked for and so sudden made every family feel they m.ust give their

presence at the funeral. It was not best alwaj^s to take children, nor was
it best to leave the cabins alone; on this occasion my brother and I were
left at home. The weather was severe, and my brother thought best to

replenish the fire, and I thought 'twould be a smart thing to shut him
out for a time, accordingly the string was pulled in; then getting impa-
tient I stepped out to tell him I had shut him out, and closed the door
behind me, thus both were out with no wa}^ to get in We tried in vain,

and at last resorted to the log barn, where I was covered with dried grass,

and was thus kept from freezing until the return of our parents; 'twas

father that took me in his arms, and wrapped that drab surtout about
me, nor did he chide me; but that great heart gave throbs that I had
never felt before, nor were we left thus alone for many months. Death
continued to do its work in other homes. Betsy Howe died ; her youngest
brother Edwin, who graduated at West Point, shot George Phips acci-

dentally.

Barns and school-houses as well as dwellings were appearing in every
direction; and each year the Indians went through by hundreds on their

trails to get their pay and presents from government; they were paid at

Maiden. Harlow Fellows and Robert Wheaton were in my father's em-
ploy, and they were men of muscle. They could make the log fires glow
by day or night in the clearing where they had felled the trees and split

the rails; but Josephine Knight and Emily Dwinnell soon captured
35
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them, and they were building homes and clearing land of their own.

Eli Benton came, and in due time secured a home and made the ac-

quaintance of m}' father's sister, Ann, and he soon became my uncle,

and they still reside near where was their first home on Lodi Plains.

The old Plymouth road to Detroit was the first traveled. Later the

territorial road was worked and traveled from Detroit to Chicago. Miss

Polly Stratton taught the first school in a school-house. Orin Howe was

postmaster for many years, and a member of the legislative body about

1838, and Capt. John Lowry was a member of that body in 1839. Before

this my grand-father and grand-mother came to live with us; also my
father's brother, Cornelius Lowry, and his family. He still lives on a

farm a little southwest of Lodi Plains. Friends from the east began to

have a desire to visit the west; among them I remember Elijah Phillips

and my cousin George D. Kellogg. They brought a book called, " Yankee
among the NuUifiers," which set forth governmental matters in a very

funny style. This nullification crisis in 1832 showed how self-conceit

led men to distrust the wisdom of our great men that founded and signed

that compact which in after years was the pride of all parties and all

leaders of parties. There had been no cessation of praise during the

nullification troubles. Some praised it because it protected labor in a

certain locality; others praised it because it afforded the means of indi-

rectly assailing that sectional scheme. Thus the would-be leaders of our

settlements lost much time and nearly all of their influence, while the

men of energy and dignity were improving the present hour and look-

ing beyond for practical results.

December 13th, 1833, brought us that world-renowned meteoric

shower. That morning father thought to start with a load of wheat at

three, but the sight was so grand he did not get started as early as he

intended. This wheat was to buy lumber for a framed barn on the plain,

he being satisfied that anything would grow there, and this was prepara-

tory to moving the family for a permanent home. The summer of 1834

brought the cholera very near us; eight persons died at Saline, causing

intense excitement.

The year 1835 found the farmers willing to mortgage their farms for

a stipulated sum to get a railroad from Ypsilanti to Tecumseh, so great

was the success of the Michigan Central, and much work was done and
a large sum of money expended with no practical result, and years pass-

ed before those mortgages were discharged. We left our home, where I

had my first days of consciousness, my first play-house near the old mud-
over, the orchard where our mother killed the deer, the sugar bush, the

paw-paw tree with its brown blossoms and browner fruit, the boxwood and
wild plum ; but the hardest thing of all to leave was the bubbling brook

that ran near by, where brother helped to catch the shining fish, and
never tired when I could keep him company, and in our pail well filled

with water, carried them alive to show our sister. We left all these with

much regret, to live upon the plains, but had no regrets in after years.

In 1839 the lumber was selected with much care, free from knots and
choice, and put into a kiln, after being weather dried, and strong and
heavy timber used to make the frame of our last home upon the plains.
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Our log house stood behind a row of cherry trees, and near by, beyond
the well, stood the old corn house, where we used to spin and weave the

cloth for daily use.

In January, 1840, we occupied our new home—our last home—and
in the kitchen was placed our first cooking stove, which put our old tin

oven, or baker, in the shade, and liome-made carpets made of wool were
sewed and laid and curtains hung, and wheels and reels, great and small,

and massive loom, all sent into the wood-house chamber and all arranged
for coming days.

In the spring, one April day, the 2d of that month, a bud of promise
came to us, and soon in favor grew with all our household, and he was
by general consent called John junior. He soon learned, when mother
was not easy found, to cry ; that brought her every time, and he would
not desist when grandma showed her teeth. Soon his exploring mind
led him to walk into the street and call upon our neighbors. In our
home lived our father's aged aunt, Hannah by name. She spoke the

German tongue most fluently. She was glad to rock this baby John,
awake or asleep, and never seemed to tire. This new departure caused
her much grief, and to her room she went, and on her knees she asked
that he might be restored in safety, and for general blessings on the wan-
derer's head. That simple faith in broken accents given into the ear of

the Infinite, that understands all languages, and all that comes from
stammering lips and sincere hearts, that faith helped me to trust and
look beyond. Before the prayer had ceased the youngster came, with hat
all wreathed in flowers and apron full. As he neared the door he com-
menced to tell of the wonders and kind words the neighbors gave. It

was ever so this aged saint held him in arms of prayer, even when
death's cold hand had touched the lips, they breathed a prayer for him
of tender years, and now, with whiskers long and hair with streaks of

grey, he lives in manhood's prime. One child has he, a son, who has
passed his thirteenth summer. He draws the house, the ship, or flower,

or water flowing from the pitcher's mouth, or dog, or gun, and many
other things this roguish, brown-haired boy can make when in the mood.

Imagination is the mind working upon the materials supplied by
memory, dissolving to recreate. Not satisfied with the order prescribed

by nature or suggested by accident, it selects parts to form a new and
more pleasing whole. When ceaseless care and age enfeebles the body,
is not the mind cleared of all its misty shadows ? then does not the im-
agination paint many a picture, and is it not reflected ? we may not see

that reflection, and if we do we may not understand its meaning. Who
knows as well as those that have gathered precious stores of knowledge,
like shells upon the shores of time, how to arrange artistically and paint
by word pictures ? who does not like to listen to those lips that can inter-

est the laborers, the real toilers for humanity, or when heart and brain
are summoned, can choose words that shall be like "apples of gold in

pictures of silver?" The past is the field from which we gather wisdom
for the future. Has not the question been settled long ago that energy
and force marked every step of pioneer work ? have they not supplied all

needs according to the apportionment given ? and where shall we look,
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if not to the pioneer, for dignity of deportment, that dignity without dis-

play, that commands respect, that without lavish expenditures makes
one feel we are in the presence of real manhood, because self-respect per-

meates the whole nature, while he fulh' endorses the sentiment that was
given in the sermon on the mount, the pure in heart shall see God ? " We
have had the Dally Madisons, that were aids and sharers in their hus-

bands' greatness, and we have had men great in heavenly gifts, but. like

Burr, they were scorched and burned by consuming passion, making
their lives and characters a hideous warning." May we not call our
pioneers artists ? have they not been constantly translating mind into

matter? With almost prophetic gaze the future is foretold. While eye

and brain are in the years to come, the hand takes pencil and brush and
as against the sky or high on canvas stretched, and near some real home,
are massive boards nailed fast to upright posts, and there the artist writes

his thoughts, and as the passing traveler nears the place, he looks and
stops and reads.

The figure at the right is a female form, with heavy chain in her left

hand, but broken are the links. In her right hand she holds the bal-

ances ; to the left, and in the act of rising, is the figure of a man of darker

hue, and lips so thick and hair like wool, but clad in freeman's garb

;

while around one wrist is clasped the other end of slavery's chain, with

many missing links, and to his sister he looks up for help and perfect

freedom, their faces all aglow with triumph, and just below appears this

motto :
" Liberty to the fugitive captive and the oppressed over all the

earth, both male and female of all colors."

Many that looked and read seemed not to understand, and others

said, *' so let it be." One bowed low, and prostrate fell before the prophecy
of slavery's struggle looming up in the near future. It was my father's

thought "transferred to matter, that other minds might see and feel; that

relief should come to all the oppressed, and he did not eschew the words
of Mr. Webster when he said :

" In regard to our countrv there is no
poetry like the poetry of events ;" and while the political sea is one of

perpetual unrest, some great truths ever ride on the waves as did sla-

very's overthrow represented by the man, and the ballot in the hands of

all was represented by the woman dealing justice to all. Many pioneers

were found full of bright hopes and future visions, which we, their chil-

dren, have lived to see fulfilled. Were these artists of most royal stripe,

that would spurn to live at old Vesuvius' feet, subject to his incessant

smoke and fiercer wrath of ashes, fire and stone?

No pittance dealt by kingly rule could satisfy our liberty -loving

hearts, of nobler birth than kings, on free Columbia's soil. Nor would
we stay and longer pine, and longer wait for greater good, had we once

tasted of the stream so broad, so free to all, as did the little band that

from Genoa sailed, who.se faith was in their God.
Did not many of our pioneers attain to the clear and distinct knowl-

edge of first principles in their search after absolute truth and ultimate

reality? Did they not enumerate, analyze, determine, designate, ascer-

tain, formulate and deduce until they made some approach to absolute

reality? If so, they were translating matter into mind; then who shall
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say they were not philosophers? Some of them sitting upon the summit
of real knowldge, while many helped to form the base or foundation
called science, "which is the reduction of individual facts until it rises

from the visible to the invisible, from what we observe by sense to what
we know by reason." They were master builders, conceiving and execu-
ting continually. Were they not literally strong pillars for others to tie

to? had they not ventilation and sunlight, pure air and water, and did
they not have real homes, from whence sprang most of our presidents
and leading minds that mould empires and guide states? Then if it be
true that the reserve brain force is nourished in the country, shall we not
educate, improve the ground from whence spring these buds of promise,
that the flower may attain a high degree of perfection, and the fruitage

yield abundance?
What monument of stone can bear any comparison to the monument

of a great and noble character that stands out in living lines for the lov-

ing reverence of those who will cherish it? Eternity alone can unfold
the extent of such labors. Have not many of our households found the
spring of perpetual youth? are they not reaching loving hands to wel-
come us to a land that knows no decay, a land where no darkness is, a
land of light, where we may taste with them of the river of life?

WAYNE COUNTY.

Eakly History of the Township of Plymouth.—By A. B. Markham.

Read at the Annual Meeting of the State Pioneer Society, February 6th, 1877.

I started from East Bloomfield, Ontario county. New York, on the 6th
day of December, 1825, with my pack on my back, bound for the terri-

tory of Michigan, with one hundred and fourteen dollars in bank bills in
my pocket, proud as the gates of pleasure and pleasing anticipations
would allow me to be. I bent my course towards " the west " by way of
Buffalo, where I arrived on the 8th at evening. Here I found a young
man by the name of Gates, who persuaded me to take passage on board
of a small schooner named Goodintent, which was to start for Detroit the
next morning at nine o'clock. The lateness of the season made me doubt
my safety on board of so small a craft ; but the reports that there were
thieves and murderers on the route through Canada, together with the
thought of the long journey on foot with a heavy pack and the amount
of money I had, almost induced me to take the advice of my friend Gates
and ship on board the Goodintent. I went on board and asked the
amount of fare, but did not yet pay for my passage. I soon began to feel

that I was not in the right place; I began to feel alarmed for my safety;

my knees trembled and smote together like Belshazzar's, and it seemed
as though I was compsUed by some power unknown to me to leave that
vessel. When the captain came on board and gave the order to " shove
off," my pack went onto my back, I ran across the deck, feeling as if I
was propelled by the power of a hundred men, and leaped for terra firma.
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I made the wharf on all fours, and some good man, of whom I shall speak

hearafter, helped me to my feet amid the shouts of the multitude on
shore, and the jeers of the passengers on board. I made my way toward
Black Rock, glad to be once more on land plodding my way toward
Michigan in the way I at first intended. I crossed the river at Black
Rock and put up at a tavern near the battle ground, in Chippewa. There
was a terrible storm that night ; it thundered and lightened and rain-

ed, then froze and snowed, and the wind blew a perfect gale.

The next morning the Goodintent was found in Buffalo, but not a live

man on board. Thanks to heaven and my good legs, I was safe in Can-
ada. I now pursued my journey without much trouble, save the deep

snow, which was in many places nearly two feet deep, till I got to the
" long-woods," as they were called. Here was a tavern that was kept by
a man by the name of Aljo, thirteen miles from any other house on one
side and six on the other. Here was the place where thieves and robbers

were said to be numerous and active. About two o'clock in the evening
there came in a tall man with a pack on his back, but he looked rather

suspicious, and the host cautioned me to have an eye single to his inqui-

ries and actions, and advised me to pay my bill that night and be off in

the morning very early, and get away from him if it was possible. This

placed me on my guard. This fellow was traveling the other way, but
proposed to go back with me. These things, all put together, made me
think I was again on the Goodintent, bound for destruction ; but, sink or

swim, I was determined to have me a farm in the territory of Michigan.

T therefore took the advice of mine host and started at least one hour
before daylight, and at about sunrise I heard this fellow behind me, call-

ing to me to wait for he was coming. He came up and we went on for

some time. By and by he began to make inquiries about my business;

what I was going to Michigan for, etc. I told him I had an uncle in

Detroit, who was an under officer in the army, and wanted me to take care

of his horses ; he also wanted to know how much money I had, and other

like questions, all of which I answered in a very simple, boyish manner, not

one word of truth in all I told him. I was obliged to exercise all my
wits in order to save my hundred dollars and my life. We had now got

to a place covered with thick underwood, and about two miles and a half

through to a French settlement, and it was verjMiearly sundown. Here
I made a feint and went into the bushes as though I should rest awhile :

he going along, I soon stepped into the road, but did not see him ;
he

had probably gone out, too. Now, I thought, was my time, and if ever

my legs served me well, it was then. They carried me through that

thicket to the French settlement as quick as ever any man went on foot

that distance. I saw no more of my unwholesome companion. I heard he
was the head of a noted gang of robbers. I took a good rest that night

at a private house, thankful that there were no more long woods to pass

through, and again rejoicing that I should be a land holder in the terri-

tory of Michigan. I now continued my journey with alacrity, and in

one day I was within twelve miles of Chatham. The next day I arrived

at Detroit a little after dark, well satisfied with my safe journey through

the dominions of George the IV.
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On my arrival at Detroit I put up with a man by the name of Camp-
bell, near the river, where I got a good rest from my sixty miles travel

of the previous day. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell gave me all the informa-
tion they could about the country. Their hotel was a small frame build-
ing with a bakery attached. They afterward built the Eagle Tavern.
They gave me the direction to the home of an old associate by the name
of Oliver Torrey, who lived in Bloomfield, Oakland county.

I moved on very quietly over the new and muddy roads, as happy as

a man could be in my circumstances. The country I passed through
from Detroit to what was then called "Piety Hill " was not very pleasing
to me, yet I did not despair of finding a more agreeable spot of ground
than there was on this route. At about sun-set I found my friend Torrey,
pleasantly situated in a log-cabin and very happy. Such a friendly meet-
ing as we had cannot be described by even the pen of a ready writer.

This was the first log-cabin I ever entered in Michigan. Here was con-
tentment in its purity; kitchen, pantry, bed-room, sitting-room, parlor,

and even the reception-room, all in good order, all under one roof and in

one roem, about twelve by fourteen feet in all. Here I took my first les-

son in pioneering. Mr. Torrey gave me all the necessary information
for looking lands, and after one day's rest I went in search of a farm.

At Farmington I found uncle Arthur Powers, and he directed me to

a new settlement in town one south, range eight east, where a man by
the name of Tibbits had settled a few months before. I went through
the woods, and with some difficulty found the town and plenty of good
land and a few log-cabins, all of which pleased me very much, and paid
me for wading through brooks and swamps to find the paradise of

Michigan. I soon found a fiirm, and away to Detroit I went, anxious to

become a land-holder, wading through mud and water, sometimes up to

my knees, but nothing like mud and water could stop me from having
a farm in this noble town. I arrived at Detroit tired and mudd}', and
went to the bank to get a certificate of a hundred dollars, which was at

that time the only lawful tender for lands at all land offices in the terri-

tory. The bank was closed for the night, the land office was still open.

I told Major Kearsley my want^; he said I must wait till morning. I told

him I had run all day through thick and thin to get there before the

bank closed, and I had not money enough, beyond the amount to pa}'- for

the land, to pay my bill over night. He then asked me what money I

had. I handed him five new bills of twenty dollars each on the Bank
of Ontario, New York. He gave me a duplicate of the west half of the

southwest quarter of section ten, in town one south, of range eight east..

I felt better; I was now a " Innd-holder."

Before I left the city I found my friend Torrey and told him of my
good luck and what a fine lot I had entered. He then said, "You are

now a citizen of this territory." I held up my head, although my face

was scratched by going through the brush, and my pants covered with
mud, and I had less than a dollar in my pocket. I was now a land-

holder; this put an end to all my anxiety for a farm. The next thing
was to clear it of the trees, and I was at it at once, but I must first have
a cabin to shelter me from the weather, the bears and the wolves. The
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first work I did on my new farm was to clear away a spot for my hut. I

was careful not to place it where I would want to place my house at

some future day. In two days 1 was ready for a log cabin raising. I

therefore invited all the neighbors who lived within two and a half miles,

and they all came, every one of them. I thought I would count them.
There was David Phillips, G. P. Benton and myself, that was all. We
went to work, and by night we liad the building up ready for the roof,

the next day the shakes were out and ready for laying. These shakes

are used as shingles; the}^ are thin pieces of ash, oak, or other timber,

about three feet long. They are laid onto poles, which serve the place of

ribs. Having finished the roof, I went to work at the inside. The floor

is made of logs split through the middle, laid flat side up onto poles for

sleepers, and made smooth with an adze. The chimney is built of sticks,

then plastered on the inside with clay mortar. The back, or the place

for the fire, was made of stone and clay mortar, one or one and a half feet

thick. This is the way all the log cabins were made for two or three

years of the first settlement of this town. My cabin was a good one, 14

by 16 feet, finished off" in good, comfortable style, without a board, nail,

or glass. My cabin being finished, I went to work to make a bedstead.

I bored into one of the logs in the side of the building, and the end of

the same, putting in poles and making one leg only, then laying on
shakes for a bottom, then another set of poles over these, making proba-

bly the first sofa bedstead ever made in this town. I then went to Farm-
ington where they had raised some wheat the year before and begged
some straw of my old friend Hezekiah B. Smith, who had preceded me
to this country nearly or quite two years. I bound up with bark a bundle
of straw six ieet long and two feet thick, raised it onto my back, and
started for my cabin through the woods. I arrived home before night-

fall and filled my new bedstead, made a good fire, and turned in about
nine o'clock, a happy freehold settler, in one of the best towns in the ter-

ritory of Michigan. This was the first night I ever slept on my own bed,

or in my own house, or on m}' own premises. A more satisfied and
liapp}' settler could not be found in the whole country.

The next thing was to obtain something to eat, and tilings to cook

with. Mr. Benton, a single man, living with Mr. Phillips, was going to

Detroit to obtain supplies for himself and Mr. Phillips. I prevailed upon
him to buy some things for me, and I would chop for him to pay the

amount he advanced for me. He was willing to do so, as he had plenty

of money and wanted to hire chopping done. I had no money, and
worked from sunrise to sunset for fifty cents a day. In a few days he
started off with oxen and a sled, leaving me chopping so that his cattle

that were left home could liave the browse to feed upon, for he had no
other feed for them. He had four oxen and three cows, and they all

came through the winter in good condition. I was to meet him at Mr.
Hoisington's, near to where the Hon. Jonathan Shearer now resides, a

distance of about two and a half miles. On the fourth day night—for it

took about four days at that time to go to Detroit and back with oxen
through the woods—I started in season to get through by sunset, with his

best rifle on my back, thinking to kill some game. I got about half



Annual Meeting of 1878. 553

way through and there stood before me five wolves—two of them were
large ones, the others were smaller. The}' were onl^^ about ten or twelve

rods from me, and nothing in the way; they had not discovered me. I

got behind a cluster of basswood trees, and, as the bounty was twenty

-

five dollars each, I was almost sure of two of them the first shot. My
imagination led me to see myself with two wolf skins on m}' back plod-

ding my way to the city to claim the bounty. I got a fair sight at the

two largest, and pulled, "clip" went the faithless gun, stopping, as we
say, at half bent. I hauled back and got another sight, when "clip"

went the old thing again; by this time the wolves were going "west"
for safety and future speculation, while I was minus my anticipated bounty.

I went through to Mr. Hoisington's, stayed over night, got home the next
morning and resumed my work, heaping everlasting contempt on the

» treacherous old rifle. Mr. Benton arrived home on the fifth day, bring-

ing me a good set of shanty equipage, and some pork and flour. I was
now in full rig for keeping shanty. I had three stools, one bench, one
table, and a shelf to put my dishes on. The table and shelf were made
of split logs, laid on pins at the side of the house ; of course the}' were
immovable. The seats were made of the same material, but movable.
Now a few more days work for Mr. Benton and I am out of debt ; a

landholder, a housekeeper, and a citizen of a noble town. Having worked
out my indebtedness to Mr. Benton I began keeping house and chopping,
piling brusii and doing all other work incident to new settlements in

general; all of which I was wholly unaccustomed to. In two or three

•days my hands began to crack, and they were very painful; I had prob-

ably been handling some poison vine. For a few days I could not chop,

so I visited different sections of this town and the adjoining ones, and
found a good country all about. As I was prospecting for others I saw
many fine lands, springs, brooks and rivers, all indicative of a good
farming country, and my anticipations were full}' gratified with regard
to my location and prospects.

In these rambles I saw many wild animals, such as deer, bear, wolves,

«tc. We started up a herd of deer of over forty in number, a very beau-
tiful sight for me at that time. We saw turkeys and other wild game in

-abundance. There was no danger of starving for the want of meat.

I soon found that I must go to chopping or have nothing the next
autumn. My land was very heavily timbered, and it required more than
an ordinary amount of labor to clear it for a crop ; but I went to work as

though there was but little to do, and by the time one acre was chopped I

had worked full ten days. So I layed off seven acres for my stent to chop,

log, fence and plant, and work out for team hire, seed corn, potatoes, etc.

I soon found I could chop an acre in six or seven days, fit for logging.

My hands soon got well, and I could lay the big trees down equal to any
one. I never had a more pleasant winter's work before or since that

time. I finished my seven acres in good season, then worked out for

,such things as I needed, or to pay for such things as I had had. I got of

H. B. Smith, of Farmington, eight bushels of potatoes, for which I split

one thousand and six hundred rails, then paid Mr. Beaton two days,

work for drawing them in, eight miles. This was all right, but about
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one-third of them froze before he got home with them ; so I had only six

bushels to eat and plant. Well, I ate them all and planted the rest; that
is, I cut off the seed-end of each, and then cut this piece in two and kept
these in a trough till June. They then looked as if there was no life in

them; but I planted them in the crooks of the fences, putting two pieces

in a hill, and making a large hill of muck and leaves, but did not hoe
them. In the fall I had eighty bushels of the best potatoes I ever raised.

I had now paid up all my promises and was looking for a good time
to burn the brush. At length it came, and guarding my shanty in the
best way I could, I set fire to the brush on the west side of the fallow-

A good wind from the west increased the flames, and the flames assisted

the wind, and the wind the flames, so that in a few hours there was not
a brush heap left in the whole fallow. Such a fire had never been known
in this region. There was not at that time, after this great fire, a single

rod of fence, or a frame barn, house or anything of the kind, within two
miles of this scene left standing, save Mr. Phillips' house and my log-

cabin. It was a mighty fire; not a log nor a stump but what was as

black as a coal in the whole fallow. I got a good burn. I was now ready
for logging. I had to work for Mr. Benton two days and for Mr. Phillips

one; then they would log for me one day, Mr. Benton with his oxen and
chains. In this way I got my logging done, for I had no oxen, yoke or
chains. I got a team of Benton or Phillips sometimes to draw out rail-

timber, so I could be splitting rails when it was not suitable weather to

log, or they did not need my services. I was determined to have a good
rail fence, so I did my best ever}' day, rain or shine.

I will mention a few incidents that are not uncommon in the settle-

ment of a new country like this. I think it was in the month of March
that Mr. Lovejoy Cady came to my shanty and requested me to go with
him to get the dimensions of some lots of land. These lands were the
lands whereon the village of Northville now stands. We looked for an
hour to find the stake to get a starting point. We followed the line to-

the river and started to cross on a log, when it gave way and in we went,
thankful that the water was only two or three feet deep.

One day, about the same time, an old Indian came to my shanty
while I was cooking some pork and beans. It was raining, and he stop-

ped during the rain and then went on, and I went to my work. When I

came in from work I thought I would have a fine sup})er, but there was
no food in the house. That old '' red skin " had returned and taken
everything eatable, pork and beans, and all that I liad in that line, leav-

ing me not a morsel for my supper or breakfast. After bringing down
all the curses I could upon the old fellow's head, I went to work to pre-

pare something to eat. He left my flour, but took all my pork, say about
twelve or fourteen pounds, and a good loaf of bread, etc.

One evening, as I was making a brush-heap, I saw two deer browsing
at the opposite end of the heap from where I stood. I let fly my axe at

them, but they were twenty feet away when the axe struck in the snow
where they stood when the axe started. The deer were very tame at
this time of the settlement, for they had not been hunted much.

As soon as the snow went off in the spring of 1826, Mr. Benton, Mr.
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Phillips and myself were occupied in cutting out roads, making cause-

ways, etc., for a large portion of our time. Then came settlers, and log-

cabins had to be built, some of them six or eight miles away, but gener-

ally from one to four miles. We generally had some fun at these log-

cabin raisings, as well as hard work ; but we were all kind and generous,

and no unhappiness existed among us. We were all poor alike, and all

rich alike. We had no lawyers, doctors or priests to make dissensions

among us ; we were a happy people.

There were no mills nearer to us than Detroit on the one side and Pon-
tiac on the other. All had to go or send to one or the other of these

places for their groceries, nails, etc., or go without them, which many
did. I built the first mill in this towai, and ground the first meal. I was
two whole days building the mill, and it answered ver}^ well for grinding
corn. Two boys or two women could grind a bushel of corn in one hour;

two men could do it in less time. Many people ground their corn at

this mill, but no toll was taken ; each one did their own grinding. The
mill made very good meal. It was made after this manner: I felled a

large oak tree, very tall and straight; then flattened the upper part of it

for seventy feet ; then struck two lines one foot apart along the length of

the flattened part, dug a trough ten inches deep, triangular shape and
seventy feet long. I then sawed off a wheel from the but of this tree one
foot thick, and brought the surface of the wheel to fit the trough; then
put a f)ole through the centre for an axle, allowing it to project about
four feet on each side to take hold of to run the wheel. I then raised

the wheel into the trough and the thing was done and in running order.

Now put into this trough a half a bushel of corn, run the big wheel back
and forth for twenty minutes and you have a fine dish of meal. This
was the first mill that was ever made in this town.

Mr. Lincoln built a saw-mill the same autumn (1826), east of Ply-

mouth corners, on the river, but my mill was in full blast before he got
his running.

Mr. Lincoln and myself produced the first meal and the first board
ever made in this town. He sawed every board that was sawed in this

town for more than a year, and my mill ground every bushel of grain that

was ground in the town for the same length of time. We had full sway,

and monopolized all the milling business of this town and a number of

other towns north and west of us. There was no lack of mill power or

custom ; we had all the business in this line that we wanted.
About the first of June, 1826, three men came to my shanty and

wanted me to go with them to look lands. At the land office in Detroit

they had taken off plats of lands on the Huron river, where Ypsilanti

now stands. We started out, and before night we reached the plains that

lie east and north of Ypsilanti. We wandered about and found a line,

a stake and a section corner. Night then came on, and we did not know
of a house within ten miles. We began to think of camping out, but we
had not anything for supper. This being the case, my three companions
came near deciding to leave the territory at the first dawning of the
morning. A little after dark w'e kindled a fire and retired to rest on the
ground, and I had a good sleep. As soon as morning came we took our
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lines, found some fine lands, got the dimensions all down correctly, took
out our pocket comj^ass and started for the north. We got to the Dix
road and my companions went to Dixburg, while I returned to my home,
very hungry and tired, having been without supper, breakfast and din-

ner. We saw many fine herds of deer and large flocks of wild turkies,

also both large and small snakes, and one large turtle, which has on his

back 1826, if he is still living.

The men gave me one dollar each. I then paid off all my debts, and
had some money lelt.

Logging was now our business. On the loth of June my fallow was
ready for planting. I then took my pack one Sunday (don't tell it) and
went to Farmington, to my friend H. B. Smith, and bought some seed
corn, returned, fixed up a planter that was made of a hand-spike burned
a little at the end and then sharpened; this 1 would thrust into the
ground, make a hole, drop in the corn, make a heavy step on it and let

it go. I now laid up my fence, which took me four days, then the corn
was up. I borrowed Mr. Benton's hoe, the only one within two miles of

my home, cutting out some ox-balms, and a weed that we called deer-weed.
There was no grass of any kind. The corn grew with only this tillage,

yielding over one hundred bushels of good, sound ears to the acre.

Now, after the fence was made, bars put up, corn dressed out, provi-
sions eat up and the shanty closed up, I started for Bloomfield, near to

Pontiac, to work at haying and harvesting. I arrived at my friend Tor-
rey's on the 3d day of July, 1826, with more money in my pocket than I

had when I came onto the farm the last of December, 1825, and owed no
one a cent.

My friend Torrey and myself spent the 4th in our own pleasures, and
then went to haying. Here I found as good grass as I ever saw in Onta-
rio county, state of New York, my native place. Everywhere that I went
and all kinds of work that I did, gave me certain signs that Michigan
was as good a farming countr}' as any other in the same laiitude. We
secured the hay in the very best order, and then went to reaping wheat;
we had ten acres of excellent w^ieat.

This was the first haying and harvesting I had seen done in Michi-
gan, and I Avas satisfied that I had found the right place for farming,
and I have held to that opinion ever since. We cut the wheat and
stacked it, as he had no barn. We then went to cutting some late grass,

but we had worked only a few minutes when my friend began to show
signs of in.sanity. He went to the house and immediately became
furiously insane. I remained with him five weeks. He recovered from
this attack, but he had taken too much of the white powders to be able
to ever open his mouth again. I took out four of his front teeth, which
enabled him to take food. He lived fifteen years after this, but never
fully recovered from this illness. When Mr. Torrey had so far recovered
his health as to dispense with m}' services I returned to my home and
built an addition to my house, for my had father come,bringing mother and
the rest of the family. I cut my corn and found I would be able to live

quite comfortably. I bought a cow and calf and a pair of steers, but
they soon ran away and it took me about a week to find them. I first
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went to Brownstown, then to Flat Rock, on the Huron river, where I

found a tribe of Indians. Their chief was there at that time; he was a

graduate of Hamilton college. I stayed with him over night. His
name was "Blue Jacket;" he was a fine looking Indian, and was very

social. He sent a young Indian with me for a whole day, and would
not take pay for his .services. He said he did not teach his children to

speak English, for he thought they would be none the better for it. I

went up the river, intending to reach a house that was situated at what
is now called Woodruff's grove. This was the only house on my way up
the river before getting to where Ypsilanti now stands. About four

miles from the Indian camp I saw a large bear in the trail, about four or

five rods from me, standing upon his hind feet in the attitude of defiance.

Mr. Bruin appeared to me, at tJiat time and in that position, to be as large

as a black ox of the French hornless kind. My active living principle

began to beat a tattoo, calling every nerve to action for safety. As soon

as I got the master of myself I stepped back to a small maple tree, and
drew my "squaw-piece" from my s'houlder and leveled it at him with

all the caution I could muster, taking good aim at his broadside, just be-

low the shoulder blade, and "let off." Mr. Bruin keeled over, made a

very fine noise, as much as to say, "you may have the trail." He took

to tlie woods and I to the trail, and, as far as I was concerned, we were

very well satisfied. I soon met two Indians making towards their camp
with lull Indian speed; I told them, as well as I could, what success I

had met with two or three miles back, giving them all my right and
title to the wounded bear. I went on and found the house I was in pur-

suit of; stayed over night, and the next day went uj) the river to where
Ann Arbor now stands. There were not many houses there then, but

on the door of one there was an advertisement of my cattle. It was a

public house of course, as all houses were at that time. I went on to

Lodi Plains and there found the cattle. I started for home the next

morning, and when I got back to this public house, out came the two
Indians; they took me into the house by force, and there the}' laid before

me the bear skin, with a ball through it exactly where I had pointed my
squaw-piece two days before. The Indians were pretty drunk, as they

had sold the skin to their host and were getting their pa}^ by degrees.

They gave me a drink of " fire-water," and bestowed many thanks upon
me. I went on, and on coming to the river, where the mill now stands,

I forded it, though it was from two to three feet deep. I think our rivers

are not as large and deep as they were fifty years ago. I got through

the river all safe and all wet, but there was not a house within four miles

where I could warm or dry myself. I arrived home about nine o'clock

in the evening, after an absence of ten days, hungry, wet, and as tired

as any Michigan pioneer ever was.

I now had my house to finish; for this purpose I went to the new
saw-mill and bought seven hundred feet of whitewood boards in payment
for which I was to chop one and a half acres of thick timber on the flats

below the mill. The boards were paid for in six or seven days; the next

thing was to get them home. There was no wagon that I could get

within four miles, I got Mr. Taylor's wagon and one yoke of oxen and
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another yoke from Mr. Benton, then went to the mill with my team and
loaded up one half of the boards, hauled them across the river and up
the bank on the east side, with much ado to climb up. I cut a long pole

and let the leaders go to the top of the bank, I then fastened them to one
end of the pole, and the other end was fastened to the end of the tongue.

This was the only way w^e could climb the bank with three hundred and
fifty feet of light lumber, with two yoke of heavy oxen. When at the

top of the bank I unloaded the boards and returned for the rest, a repe-

tition of the process took the remainder to the top of the bank. I then
put all the boards on the wagon and went on through the woods as cheer-

ful as any one, and got home just at night with seven hundred feet of

boards for my chamber floor, etc. The next day I took the oxen and
wagon home and chopped two dsiys to pay for the use of them, and one
day to pay for Mr. Benton's oxen. The mill was about three miles

away, only. This was only pioneering a little in a new country. It was
all right.

I have now been here about one 3^ear and have on hand six hundred
bushels of ears of corn, eighty bushels of potatoes, besides corn-stalks,

turnips, pumpkins, etc. I am selling my corn in the ear at twenty-five

cents per bushel, potatoes at fifty cents per bushel, and pumpkins at one
dollar and twenty-five cents per load. I sold over one hundred and
twenty-five dollars worth of produce within one year from the time T

commenced to chop. This too, is nothing but pioneering. It shows
what young men can do in one year if they have a mind to try ; without
a single dollar, an axe, or anything to eat, or a house to live in, or a bed
to sleep on, or anything but their hands, a disposition and a will to work.

Now, for the benefit of timid young men, I will sum up, in a few-

words, the whole affair of my first year's settlement. In the first place I

had nothing but my hands to begin with; in the second place, I had
good health; in the third place, I had good land and a good country,
and in the fourth and last place, I had a will, a determination, and per-

severence.

In one year I had seven acres cleared and fenced with a good eight-

rail fence ; four more acres chopped; a good double log house, a good log

stable, a good well of water, stoned up, arranged with curb, sweep and
pole; all in superb old fashion style, a good corn-crib full of ears of corn;

one cow, a yoke of steers, a calf, and fodder enough to keep them over
winter; a sow and seven pigs, and a plenty of corn for them; half a
dozen hens, and provisions for a small family for a year, axes, etc., all

paid for and owing no one a cent. More than this, I had fifty dollars of

spare money iu my pocket.

I now went to Detroit with my neighbor Benton to buy some things
necessary for farming and for the house. Here I found Mr. Lyon, Mr.
Allen Tibbits, and some other acquaintances, all on the same errand that
I was. We put up at Mrs. McMillan's, a small log house opposite the
" Yankee boarding house," where the Franklin House now stands, corner
of Bates and Larned streets. In the evening the conversation turned on
the subject of the back settlements—that is, back of the city—alias, in
the country. There was a man present, a stranger to the company, who
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said :
" I wish I could see that young man who jumped from the ' Good-

intent' a year ago the 9th of December last, when she was starting from

Buffalo for Detroit, and the whole crew and fourteen passengers were

lost." One of my neighbors—I think it was Mr. Henry Lyon, who had
heard me tell the story of my escape from that ill-fated vessel—said, " He
is here !" " My God !" said he, " I had rather see him than any other

living man." I was out of the house at the time, but soon came in, and
I thought he would pull me to pieces, he was so rejoiced to know that I

was alive and that I then stood before him. I had to give him a full

history of my trip through Canada, and of my proceedings up to that

time. We talked till midnight and then parted, wishing each other a

long and happy life.

We pioneers, thinking we were of sufficient consequence to have a

township organization, a meeting was called to be held at the house of

John Tibbits, some time in the month of February, 1827, the exact date I

cannot give. John Tibbits was called to the chair and A. B. Markham
was appointed secretary. At this meeting we agreed that the name of

the town should be Plymouth, This name was proposed by William
Bartow, then a member of the legislative council, appointed by Gov.

Cass, The name LeRoy was sent in as the first choice of the people, but

if this name had been appropriated by any other town, then Plymouth
was to be the name.

The legislative council passed an act, which was approved by the

governor on the 12th day of April, 1827, to wit: " Be it enacted by the

legislative council of the territory of Michigan, that all that part of the

county of Wayne included in the surveyed townships one and two south,

range eight east, shall compose the township of Plymouth, and the first

township meeting shall be held at the house of John Tibbits, in said

township,"
On the 28th of May, 1827, a meeting was held at the house of John

Tibbits, William Bartow was elected moderator, and A. B, Markham
clerk. At this meeting the following township officers were elected, to

wit: Supervisor, William Bartow; town clerk, Allen Tibbits; collector,

A, B. Markham ; assessors, Roswell Root, Erastus W. Starkweather and
Henry Lyon

;
poor-masters, Rufus Thayer and Luther Lincoln, I think

highway commissioners were also elected. Judge Witherell, of Detroit,

who was at that time a justice of the peace, was present and administered
the oath of office to those who were elected.

Luther Lincoln built a grist-mill this year, the first one in the town.
The Ramsdells built a saw-mill this year at Waterford, now called Mead's
Mills,

Many settlers came in this year; of course many log-cabins had to be
built and roads cut out. We had logging bees occasionally, and they
were always done up in the best of pioneer style. We were called upon
to go off about three miles to build a log-house, A log-house is different

from a log-cabin ; it is larger and taller. We went onto the ground,
but no preparations had been made; so we went at it in full pioneer
fashion, for the man wanted a house and not a cabin, and there w^ere

only six of us besides the man, and he was no pioneer yet, and I guess
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he never was. We cut the logs, got them onto the ground and got the

house up about four logs high, when night coming on we started far our
own log-cabins. The next day we were all there in good time and went
to work with a will, for we found we had got to build the house. The
man did no work, but he grumbled some, acted cross, and made a fool

of himself. We finished the house at about four o'clock in the afternoon

of the second day. Mr. Wilmarth, the surveyor, happened along just as

we completed the job, and as the man was not there to accept the job, or

to thank us for the two days' hard labor, and as the jug was empty and
had been all da}', we thougiit we would give the building a name, and
thus add another item to our pioneer operations. One of us went to the

top of the house and the others hoisted the empty jug to him. He then

said

:

Here stands the walls of a spacious house,

Built not for a man but for a mouse
;

The walls stand here without a steeple,

Built by proud and independent people.

Its name is Rosecrans' Delight,

Built in two days and finished before night.

Then the old jug flew, the pioneers shouted and the very trees seemed
to clap their hands for joy and bow their heads in perfect submission to

pioneer's wit.

I was loaded down with offices. I was fence viewer, road master, col-

lector and constable. I was after runaways a good share of my time,

and I found every one T went after—never lost one. When I found them
I would seize them and bring them to justice. Led by the tinkling of

the bell I would dash through swamps and rivers, over logs and brush
till I found the old bell-cow, seize her b}' the whiskabout, if it was dark,

bid her start, and she would take a bee-line for her place of duty. After

milking I would take a bowl of johnnycake and milk for my supper, go
to bed and sleep like a king. Satisfied with my lot, I passed my days in

cheerfulness and health.

I think it was in the early part of the year 1827 that a meeting was
held at the house of John Tibbits for the purpose of organizing a mili-

tary company. Ira M. Hough was chosen captain, Stephen Root, Abram
Laraway and others were chosen under officers. I made out the papers

and sent them to Gen. Schwarz, and he sent them their commissions at

once, and they soon entered upon their duties. All these things were
accomplished within two years from the time the first tree was felled in

the town.
The first minister that ever preached in this townshi}:) was Elder

Hickox, who then lived on tlie river Rouge, in the neighborhood of the

memorable widow Creamer's tavern. The meeting was held at the house
of William Tibbits, on section 28, town 1 south, the John Allen farm. I

think it was in May, 182G. The next preacher was Elder Swift, the

father of Dr. John Swift, of North ville.

The first doctor who came into this town to attend a patient was Dr.
Webb, of Farmington. The first doctor that settled here was Dr. J. D.
Davis.
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The first postmaster was Gideon P. Benton. He carried the mail in

his hat, or tied it up in his handkerchief.

The first justice of the peace was Henry B. Holbrook. He was ap-

pointed by the governor and legislative council.

The first frame building erected was at Northville. The first brick

building was erected by Henry Ward, on section 32, known as the

Shutts farm.

The first blacksmiths that located here were John Miller, of North-
ville, or near where Northville is now, but it v\'as all woods then, and Mr.
Fralick, of Plymouth, or near where Plymouth corners are now, but it

was all woods then. Mr. Miller commenced work first.

The first child born in town was Oscar Phillips. The second was
George A. Starkweather.

The first white woman that ever shot a deer in this town was the wife

of Justus Gilkey, on section 2, town 1, range 8 east. The first bear killed

m town by a white man was shot by G. P. Benton.

John Tibbits owned the first pony that was brought here, and the

first horse was owned by Samuel Sterling. The first horse team that was
started in town was owned by myself; the second was Mr. Fralick's.

The first girl that was married in town was the daughter of Erastus

Starkweather ; the second was a daughter of Mr. Tibbits.

These items appear to be but trifles, but they are pioneer history.

In the summer of 1827 many new settlers came in, but not so many
as in 1826. The roads were cut up very badly. I started a light team
to carry passengers and freight to and from Detroit. No one of the pres-

ent day can imagine the state of the roads. In some jilaces the rich,

mucky ground would let the wagon wheels in to the hub, so that from
ten to twelve hundred pounds was a load for a good pair of horses. I

went to Detroit a number of times and carried land-lookers down and
brought others back, at the same time doing some errands and bringing

things back, so as to make good wages. During tliese trips I saw much
suffering. Some of it was too bad to be remembered by even an experi-

enced pioneer. One morning I started from Teneyck's to return to Ply-

mouth. I found in the woods, about three miles from Teneyck's, a

loaded wagon stuck in the mud. I called out for the teamster, and found a

woman and a yoke of oxen hard by in the bushes; the oxen and the

woman were covered with mud. The woman said they got fast there

the evening before, and worked till late to get out, but the oxen would
not draw, so they found a dry spot and camped out. I hitched my horses

to the tongue of the wagon and the oxen on ahead, and hauled the wagon
out onto hard ground all safe. I left the poor, muddy woman crying for

joy, and waiting for her husband to come and be happily disappointed.

This is only one circumstance out of many such that occurred at that

time.

At one time I was moving a man and his wife with their household
goods. We came to a piece of bad road, and the man got off from the

wagon, while his wife and myself remained on. We were sitting on a

chest, when the fore-wheel on her side dropped into a deep hole where
the mud and water was one foot deep for some rods around. She went

36
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off headforemost into the mud ; her head went all under, but it did not

hurt her. It was at this time that pride had a fall, and a muddy one,

too. She washed, changed her dress, and then was all right, plus the

first lesson in the art of pioneering.

The crops this year, 1827, were large and good, wheat yielding as high

as forty to forty-five bushels, and some was said to go to fifty bushels to

the acre. Corn and other crops were equally good. There was not much
of a cash market for the produce. Wheat was worth from sixty-three to

seventy-five cents per bushel, and corn fifty cents. This w*as the price in

Plymouth, but in Pontiac and Detroit it was ten or twelve cents higher.

AVe, of course, had but little to sell. Some of us had to buy, and some
had to sell.

This summer a tax was levied and collected for the first time in the

town. The two townships were taxed one hundred and fifty-four dollars

and forty cents ; eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents to the county. More
than one-half of this sum was paid by the return of non resident lands,

the rest was paid in money. Sixty-six dollars and ninety cents were

paid to the supervisor of the town. There were one hundred and forty

tax-payers. I was the collector, and the tax was to be collected by the

first of February, therefore January was the month in which to do it.

The snow was deep, and I had to trace the section lines for roads, partic-

ularly in township 2 south. I plodded through the woods and snow for

about two weeks collecting. I then counted up and found that I had
collected enough to pay off by throwing in my fees, all but about two
dollars and fifty cents. The most of what remained unpaid was over on
the south part of the south township, about ten miles from my home, so

I went and cut and split rails for Mr. Benton for sixty-two and a half

cents per hundred and got the money and paid off, and have ever since

been satisfied to live without an office.

After I had got my fall work done I decided to chop and clear eight

acres. I measured it off and went to work, and had the timber all down
by the 15th of March. I then measured off two acres more, and this was
finished by the 1st of April. The result of this winter's work was ten

acres chopped and the brush piled.

By this thue some of our pole bridges and hollow-log sluice-ways had
to be renewed. This we did, and then went to farming. The first plowing
of any account that we did was done this spring. On the plains there

was considerable plowing done in 1825.

About this time John Miller and Israel Nash built a grist mill near

where Northville now stands. Compared with the mills of the present

da}--, it was not much of a mill, but it answered the purpose that it was
designed for at that time. The stones were worked out of a large boulder

that lay in the vicinity, and they did good work. One day, toward evening,

I started with a bag of wheat on my pon}^ to patronize this new mill. I

got to the river and found our temporary bridge was washed awa}'^; of

course I had to ford the river somewhere, so I found the best place I

could and made the attempt. I got on behind the bag, to keep it from
pulling off, and rode into the river all right, but how to get out on the

opposite side was the question, the banks were high, the water was knee
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deep, and the pony had to jump out with the bag of wheat and myself
on his back ; but I was in the river and must get out or stay there, so I

found the best place I could and bid the pony do his best; he went out,

leaving the bag of wheat and this old pioneer in the the water. I hoist-

ed the bag of wheat out and then got out myself, feeling assured that I

had had a good ducking, I loaded the wheat onto the pony, then got
on myself, and went to the mill as quick as I could, and related my ill

luck to the miller. After a hearty laugh he ground my wheat and I

started for home. It was very dark, and I was two miles from home,
with a river to ford. When I arrived at the river I was a little troubled
to know how to get across without getting my flour wet, but I did it. I

tied my pony to a tree, took my bag of flour on my back, waded the
river, and found the other side in safety. I then returned for my pony,
and soon got home all right, minus the wetting.

I think it was in December, 1827, that I started to "go west" on a
pioneering excursion. For this purpose I obtained a fine French pony
of a Mr. Thomas, who lived on the river Rouge, below Conrad Teneyck's
tavern; borrowed a saddle of one of my neighbors, put up some "bread
and dinner" for the journey, and some tobacco as a token of friendship
to the Indians with whom I expected to associate during my journey,
and then started to see the western prairies of which I had heard so

much said. I forded the river, passed a few houses where Ann Arbor
now stands, and went on to Saline, where I found Mr. Risdon from whom
I gathered some information. I then bent my way towards Pocagon, in
the western part of the territory, where some of my relatives settled in

1825. After leaving Saline, with its two or three houses, I saw no other
dwelling till I got to Jones,' where Jonesville is now. Here I found Mrs.
Jones only. She was in asmall log cabin, with only half of the floor laid;

no other person, save Indians, nearer than Allen's prairie, three or four
miles away, so she said. Mr. Allen had just settled on that small prairie.

I stayed all night at Jones,' for all houses were taverns at that time

—

floor or no floor. A fine dish of venison, with hot johnnycake and some
cold beans composed our repast. With a few blankets and my saddle
for a pillow I laid down in one corner of the cabin for the night, hearing
my pony chewing his scanty bundle of stalks and a few ears of corn as

he was tied to the corner of the cabin on the outside. I had a good
sound sleep, and in the morning fed my pony, then made a fire on the
ground in one end of the cabin, for there was no fire place or chimney in
the half finished dwelling. After eating as good a breakfast as the cabin
aflbrded I called for the bill, when the noble and venturesome wife of

the first pioneer of Jonesville said: "Not anything, unless your are will-

ing to pay a shilling for the corn your pony had ; we, too, are pioneers."
I thanked my hostess, and took the trail for the west. A few miles
brought me to Allen's prairie, a small, but finely located spot for settlers

and a good home for pioneers.

This was the first prairie I ever saw, and I thought it could not be
surpassed in quality or beauty. I passed along to Bronson's prairie, an-
other beautiful spot. Further on I came to another beautiful prairie, the
name of which I have forgotten. The noble pioneers of this prairie had
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been digging a well, and one poor fellow was buried in the bottom of it

by the caving in of the earth. After sympatliizing with the people for

their loss, I went along to the plains where Coldwater village now is. A
small log hut stood there that was known as "Godfrey's trading house."

Here I found a Frenchman by the name of Coquillard and a few Indians,

all of whom were sober and very friendly. One or two of them could

speak very poor English, and I obtained from them much valuable infor-

mation in regard to the settlements and the country in general. These
Indians told me that I would be perfectly safe, in pocket and person, if I

did not meddle with their rights. This I found to be correct after being

with them for over a week.

A few miles further on I struck Coldwater river, and on, its west bank
I found another trading house, but I did not find any pioneers here. At
these trading houses there were Frenchmen, who were trading with the

Indians for their furs and skins, paying them in trinkets of all kinds,

and a little silver coin.

The river was higher than common, and I had to ford it as I did all

rivers. There were no bridges at that time in the western part of the

territory. I went into the river on the east side, making my course

directly toward the cabin on the west shore. I passed along very cau-

tiously for two or three rods in water about three feet deep, when, sud-

denly, down we went, horse and rider, into the cold water, in the month
of December, nothing to be seen of the pony above water but his head
and neck. The rider let go of the bridle, and with both hands paddled
for life to help the little fellow save his life and the life of his master.

After swimming two or three rods the pony struck bottom with his feet,

and he seemed to be as well pleased as I was to find that we had got safely

out of that hole. We finally got across, and I found that if I had gone
up stream about four rods, where the water ran more rapidly, I would
have avoided the swimming process. This, however, was nothing more
than a short lesson in the art of pioneering. I exchanged a few words
with the trader, and then went on as fast as the pony could carry me for

two or three miles, until he began to be warm, then I dismounted and
ran a few miles in my wet clothes, till I felt a reaction, then pony and his

rider were all right again.

Passing many fine locations and some pioneer cabins, I soon came to

the most beautiful spot of ground T ever saw ; it was White Pigeon prai-

rie. There it lay in all its natural beauty, not a bush or a stone was to

be seen on any part of it, not a furrow had been plowed or a fence built.

There was a new cabin on the southwest end, just in the edge of the

woods, but I did not call on my brother pioneer who had located there,

so I did not learn his name.
I went down to the St. Joseph river, where the village of Niles now

stands, and forded the river with but little trouble. There I found a log

cabin that contained a man and his wife, who seemed to be perfectly

happy. I staid with them over night.

The next morning I went up the river on the west side to visit a place

near the big bend of the St. Joseph river, known as Gary's Mission. Here
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I found a fine farm containing several hundred acres, and on it were two

or three good log houses, several small out-houses, huts, etc. I saw Mr.

and Mrs. Gary. They were good looking white persons. They were

teaching the Indians the English language and the Christian religion.

There were many tribes of Indians near by, all being taught by these

missionaries I went among the Indians, and learned that they were not

so well pleased with the missionaries as some would suppose. I dined

with the missionaries. They had Indians as servants or helpers. All

these helpers could speak English, and were very polite.

After dinner I took the trail through the reservation to strike the

Chicago trail, and when eight or ten miles from the mission I found

many wigwams and many Indian families, all of whom seemed to be

well situated in their way. I called at one of their dwellings and found
the head one very intelligent. He could speak some English, and I

could speak some Indian. Among other information that I got from him
I found that the Indians were not very well pleased with the missiona-

ries. He said it was no benefit to the Indians to learn to speak the

English language, or to learn the Yankee tricks. He said the missiona-

ries made the Indians clear their lands, make their buildings and their

fences, plant and till their corn, etc., without pay.

I then went on through a beautiful country to a fine rolling prairie,

on which a man was situated by the name of Beardsley. There were a

number of settlers on this prairie, but Mr. Beardsle}'^ was the first to locate

there, and the prairie took his name. Here I got supper for myself and
pony, and then started on a trail through the woods for Pocagon, ten

miles distant, J did not start till after dark, and had got about half wa}^

through when I found a large litter of what I supposed to be foxes. I

dismounted and went at them and kept up the war for some time, and I

think I came off best, as they left the field first. They, however, renewed
the attack just after I mounted my pon3^ I was afterward informed that

these foxes, as I supposed them to be, were prairie wolves. I soon got

through the woods, saw a light at a distance, made for it and found a

log-cabin, about twelve feet square. I entered and found my old uncle

and aunt whom I had not seen for more than sixteen years, and that was
when I was a boy of about fourteen years old. I thought I would dissem-

ble a little and not let myself be known to the old folks for a while ; so I

asked if Mr. Malcom, a blacksmith, lived there; I was traveling and mj^

horse needed shoeing. The old lady raised her specs and said, "You are

a Markham
;
you need not try to deceive me," at the same time coming

toward me with both hands up. " Now tell me whose son you are, Asher's

or Darius' " B}'^ this time she had hold of me, and I gave up and told

her who I was. Then my aunt, in true pioneer fashion, called to uncle

Israel, who was on the bed asleep, saying, " Israel ! Israel ! here is one of

Darius' boys
;
get up and see him !" So uncle Israel got up, and after a

few words with regard to the family, the death of my father, etc., had
passed we went and found a place for the pony; he not having a barn,

nor even a shed, we went to one of the cousin's and found a yard well

filled with corn and stalks. So we asked permission to turn the pony in

and this was granted. We returned without giving any information
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with regard to my unexpected visit. My old aunt had the tea-kettle over
a wood fire in a fire-place in one end of the cabin ; the chimney was
made of sticks and plastered inside with clay. Now commenced the

pioneer stories, and a history of good and evil circumstances, which con-

tinued until the cock crew in the morning. We then thought it was
getting late and time to retire. After a nap or two we got up and re-

newed our history of pioneer life.

My uncle said the old chief Pocagon was averse to their settling on
that prairie unless they had special orders from Gen. Cass. The pioneers

satisfied the old chief that they had legal papers, whether they had or not.

Fearing that Pocagon would find out their dishonesty, one of the pioneers

went to Detroit and procured legal papers from Gen. Cass ; all was then
quiet.

The Markhams and Putnams occupied this prairie for some time.

These Putnams were the sons of Mrs. Putnam, who with her young son
were taken by the Indians in the time of the war of 1812, at Sandusky^
and taken as prisoners to Detroit at the time that city was in possession

of the British. I think one of the sons of this lady is still living as one
of the oldest pioneers of Pocagon, and if he should see this little sketch

it might induce him to furnish pioneer history that would be of great

interest to the pioneers of Michigan. He is now, if living, eighty-five or

six years old.

In company with my cousins, I went along the St. Joseph river to its

mouth; saw a few trading-houses at the place now called Berrien. We
crossed the river near its mouth in a canoe by means of a rope tied to

each bank. Only one or two could cross at a time. The canoe was fast-

ened to the rope in such a way that a passenger could draw himself

across, and a small cord was fastened to one end of the canoe to draw it

back for another load. This was pioneer economy, and the mode of

crossing the St. Joseph river in 1827. There were many Indian mounds
on the prairies in this part of the country.

In the course of this trip across the state I saw many Indians, and in

my stay with some of them I am sure that I was as well treated as wild

men of the forest were capable of treating a human being. I visited

Little Prairie Ronde and Big Prairie Ronde, Door Prairie, and then on to

where the city of Chicago stands. There were no settlers at this last

mentioned point save a few trading-houses.

I arrived home safe and sound, well pleased with my journey and
satisfied with the country, but too poor to become a settler on either of

those beautiful prairies ; besides, I had no wife at that time to assist or

accompany me. 1 was gone about three weeks, and camped out on the

the prairies four nights, staid with Indian traders two nights, and with

the Indians five nights. I forded the Pluron river twice, the Raisin twice,

the Coldwater twice, the St. Joseph four times, besides several smaller

streams. I did not find a bridge in my whole journey.

In closing this sketch let me say :

My hair is white, my whiskers biown,
I'm the oldest settler in this town

;

My wife is gone, my children too;

I cannot tell what I shall do

;
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But I shall live a man, T know,
As long as I can plow and sow,

And when my time shall come to die,

I'll bid you all a kind good-bye.

Plymouth, Wayne county, Mich , January 14th, 1877, and the fifty second of
my pioneer life in this town.

A. B. MARKHAM.

RECOLLECTIONS OF ROBERT E. ROBERTS,

Corrected by Mr, Roberts for the Pioneer Colleotiox?.

From the Detroit Free Press of May 8th, 1877.

Yesterday was the fiftieth anniversary of the arrival in Detroit of Robert
E. Roberts and Friend Palmer, who were both passengers on the same
boat, and who have been friends and neighbors during the half century
that has elapsed. Last evening they met at Mr. Roberts' hospitable
board and renewed the friendship begun so long ago.

On the 7th of May, 1827, then in my teens, I arrived at this, the most
ancient city of thelakes, after an unprecedentedly quick trip of five days
from my native city, Utica, New York, by stage to Buffalo, and thence by
the good steamboat Henr}^ Clay, Captain Norton. My neiglibor, Mr.
Friend Palmer, was my companion up the lake. The passage was up
the noble river for eighteen miles after leaving lake Erie, passing the fifteen

islands, the ancient Canadian villages of Amherstburgand Sandwich, and
numerous wind-mills, on either shore, on the main land, in comparison
with the Mohawk, the largest stream of water I had ever before seen, was
most enchanting. Father Henepin, who was a passenger in the Griffin,

the first vessel that crossed lake Erie in 1679, described the scenery as
follows: "The islands are the finest in the world ; the strait is finer than
Niagara; the banks are vast meadows, and the prospect is terminated
with some hills covered with vineyards, trees bearing good fruit, groves
and forests so well disposed that one would tliink that nature alone could
not have made, witliout the help of art, so charming a prospect." And
early writers refer to the fruit, " oranges growing wild on the banks of
the strait." If so, the climate must have material!}' changed since, as it

certainly has within the past fifty years. Spring is about two weeks later

now. Fruit trees were often in full bloom on the first of May.
Landing on McKinstry's wharf, at the foot of Campau alley, now occu-

pied by Charles Root's store, and meeting my brother John, who liad

preceded me about seven years (he came in 1S20, a passenger on the
Walk-in-the-Water, the first steamboat on lake Erie), and who still

resides here, we ascended the alley, flanked on either side by high cedar
pickets—a style of fence new to me—to Jefferson avenue. I was at once
impressed with the admirable site of the city, and particularly with the
grand avenue of 120 feet in width, extending on the summit of a ridge
running parallel with the river through the length of the city, draining-
on the south into the noble strait and into the river Savoyard, a large
creek on the north, which creek is "among the things that were." Its
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glor\' has since departed. Our subterranean creeks—sewers—have done
the work for the " Savoyard." And altliough before the days of photo-

graphy, two odd looking structures which met my sight were so photo-

graphed on my eyes, they are clear to my vision at this day. One, the

old market on Woodward, just south of Jefferson avenue, a low struc-

ture with a roof resting on brick pillars inclosed by open perpendicular

slats. The other, the stone Catholic church of St. Ann—with its five

steeples, constructed by the Rev. Gabriel Richard, the pastor, from 1798
until his death, in 1834, whom none knew but to respect. The edifice

still remains, but greatly changed in appearance. Would that it had
remained as it was; changes are not always improvements. The second
house I entered after arriving here was the old homestead and birth-

place of the late Charles Moran, on Woodbridge street, between St. An-
toine and Hastings streets, which still remains on the same spot, and at

that day was surrounded by extensive pear orchards, the trees of im-
mense growth, they having been brought here and transplanted by the

emigrant farmers from France in 1749. A few of those old trees still re-

main and bear fruit. For many years in the month of June in these

orchards, which extended to the river beach, thousands of Indians with

their squaws and papooses, from the lake country above, on their way to

Maiden, in Canada, to receive presents from the British government,
pitched their tents and lighted their camp-fires. The beach for half a

mile or more would be thickly lined with their birchen canoes. When
they broke camp and started on their wa}'^, the river would be thickly

dotted with their canoes for miles.

Fifty years is not a long period of time, but great changes have taken
place here within that time now past. Fifty years ago Detroit was the

only municipal corporation in Michigan. The population numbered
only about two thousand. Now it numbers one hundred and fifteen or

twenty thousand. The inhabitants were principally native French,
though there were a number of families here from the eastern states, but
not more than a dozen from any foreign country, and but one German
in all Michigan, Adj. Gen. John E. Schwartz, whose estimable wife still

lives in this county. Now the German inhabitants in this city number
more than thirty thousand.

The city at that time was but little else than a military and fur-trad-

ing post. J^ow it is a commercial and manufacturing metropolis. The
buildings were mosth^ constructed of wood, one or two stories high, with
dormer windows (mansard style), of which the only one remaining is the

Joseph Campau mansion on Jefferson avenue. The first brick building in

Michigan occupied the site where the Biddle house now stands. It was
built by Benjamin Woodworth (brother of Samuel Woodworth. the prin-

ter-poet, author of the "Old Oaken Bucket") for Gov. Hull, and occupied

by him at the time of the surrender in 1812. In 1827 it was owned and
occupied by Major John Biddle, brother of Nicholas Biddle, president of

the old United States bank. Major Biddle at the time was mayor of the

city and register of the United States land office.

On the corner next west, where the firemen's hall is, was the council
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house and Masonic hall, built jointly by the government and Masons

—

the first story by the government and the second by the Masons.

At that day the " Cass farm " was but a farm. On it were only the

farm-house, barn, and Indian store-house, a distillery and an ox grist

mill on the river front, where are now stately mansions, stores, warehouses,

manufactories, shops, railway depots and towering church spires.

The site of the Russell house was ihen a potatoe field. In it a small

wood dwelling, in which our fellow townsman, Eben N. Willcox, was
born.

The only road at that time leading to Hamtramck and Grosse Point,
"' Hudson's," was on the river beach, on which, between Detroit and the

Point, were the taverns of Chapaton and Van Every—two points of inter-

est for a drive outside the city. The first was near the residence of Wm.
B. Wesson, and the other where the pumping works of the city water
works are now being constructed.

On reaching the road via Randolph street the residence was passed of

the venerable medical gentleman of the olden time, Dr. McCoskrey, sur-

geon of Wayne's army, where he resided from 179G until his death, about
1830. Dr. McC. was an uncle of the present worthy Episcopal bishop of

the eastern diocese of Michigan.
At that time all above Brush street was cultivated farms, with the

farm houses fronting the river, wliere now for two miles it is completely
built upon. About that time -lefFerson avenue had been laid out, and
that year opened as far as Russell street.

Hon. C. C. Trowbridge had constructed the residence where he still

resides, and the late Hon. Charles Moran had constructed his residence

on the corner of the avenue and Hastings street the year previous. Con-
gress street at that time had not been opened beyond Bates street, and
none of the streets north of it had been opened except Gratiot, east of

Randolph street. All was cultivated fields. Standing at the corner of

Jefferson avenae and Brush street, no houses intercepted the view of the

forest to the north. North of the present site of the city hall all was a
common to the cultivated fields beyond the grand circus, on which there

had recently been constructed, on the site of the present public high
-school building, the territorial capitol of brick ; and on the site of the

new public library building, a jail and a court house of stone, and near
it a brick meeting-house. All the other buildings there might have been
counted on the fingers of one's hands.

Recently, in conversation with Mr. George Clark, of Ecorse, in G. &
R. McMillan's store, he informed me he once boarded with Mrs. Beach in

s, house on that very spot, and was so disturbed by the howling of wolves
-at night he could not sleep. The wolves were feeding on the carcasses

of dead animals that had been carted onto the common, just behind the
picket fence of the garrison, immediately north of the site of the new city

hall; and my brother informed me that after he came here the wolves
•carried off several pigs from a pen on the site of the Russell house.

The capitol and jail were built by the late Thomas Palmer on a
""dicker" contract with the United States government, for which the gov-
«ernment gave him 10,000 acres of land north of the city, known as " the
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10,000 acre tract," and one hundred city lots, which were located in the

fifth ward, between Michigan and Adams avenues. Deeds for these lots,,

at $50, passed current on the card tables in those days.

At that time no street had been opened west of Wayne street, between
the river and the Chicago road, now Michigan avenue. All then was
cultivated farms. A drive or promenade was enjoyable on the river

road, along the high banks in front of the Cass, Jones, Forsyth, Labrosse,

Baker, Woodbridge, Stanton, Lafferty, Brevoort and Godfroy farms. The
high bank has since been sacrificed and leveled low, to accommodate
commercial and railway facilities; and the farms above named have been
platted into city lots and compactly built upon.

Fott Lernoult, constructed by the British government during the rev-

olutionary war, and after the war of 1812 named Fort Shelby, in honor
of Gov. Shelby, of Kentucky, was at that time being removed. The earth

of which it was constructed was used by the city to fill up an embankment
along the whole river front as a sanitary measure to improve the health

of the city, which had been bad for a year or two previous.

On the opposite shore of the strait, in Canada, where now is the flour-

ishing village of Windsor, with its towering town hall and church

steeples, there were only the farm houses and ferry houses of Burtis and
St. Amour. To the first a horse-boat or catamaran, being two boats be-

tween which the paddles were operated by the tread of horses on the deck

above, plied regularly from the city, and to the other the ferry consisted

of yawl boats and canoes. And Labadie's, from Detroit to Sandwich, was^

a canoe only. Then 'there were only the Schwartz, Merchants, Gillets,.

Jones, McKinstry, Wing, Williams and Berthelet wharves. Now they

extend for miles along the river front.

Then there were no paved streets and only an occasional sidewalk in

front of some business place, and those of small cobbles. Now there are-

sixt3'-five miles of paved streets, some with stone, but mostly with wood
blocks, and the sidewalks are sawed flag stone. Street cars on railways

were not then in vogue, and not a dozen carriages worthy of the name-
were here, and the ladies, during muddy times, went shopping and to-

church in French carts.

Then there were no sewers. Now there are 136 miles of public sesvers..

It is believed that the city is the best drained of any in the land.

Then, there being no wells of water supplied by living springs, tlie

inhabitants were supplied with water drawn from the river in carts and
delivered for one shilling per barrel, or carried in buckets, suspended

from wooden yokes on the shoulders, with which most housekeepers were

provided. In that year, 1827, pumping works were constructed by pri-

vate enterprise, to force the water through pipes to the dwellings of the

inhabitants. It not proving remunerative, the works were sold to the

city. Now the city is supplied by steam engines, forcing the water
through 200 miles of pipes into every house.

Then the only light at night was that obtained from whale oil and
candle. Now two extensive gas works, through 100 miles of mains, illu-

minates the streets and houses.

Then there were no railroads, here or elsewhere. Now numerous rail-
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roads centre here, and the breath of the iron horse is heard on every
hand. Then the stage coach was the speediest mode of conveying in-

telligence. Now it is flashed as by lightning throughout the land.

Then the protection against fire consisted of one hand engine. Now
there are nine steam fire engines drawn by horses, one steam propeller
and one chemical engine.

Then there were but four houses for religious worship. I attended at
the Presbyterian, then on the northeast corner of Woodward avenue and
Larned street. The pastor was Rev. Noah M. Wells, now residing at
Monroe. Although at the advanced age of ninety-two years, he fre-

quently is seen among us in the full possession of his faculties.

Then there were no public schools, and but two or three private ones.

Now there are twenty-six large public school houses, with a regular
attendance of over 12,000 scholars, and a number of private academies
and seminaries.

Then there were no circulating libraries of books. Now there is a

public library containing 36,000 volumes, in a building constructed for

the purpose by the public at a cost of $124,000, besides others of private
associations.

At that time only one newspaper was published here, the Detroit

Gazette, weekly. To copy from my sketch book, published twenty-two
years ago, now out of print

:

" Localities formerly occupied by forts, cantonments, block-houses,,

magazines and navy-yards ; the potato fields, farms, commons, where the

cattle grazed and grave-yards were, are now compactly built over with
buildings occupied by an enterprising population, whose busy hum has
so changed the scene of former times that the ancient habitant and those
born and reared in the land are scarcely able to recognize it.

On lawn and slope—the red man's late abode

—

The steam hoi'se rushes on an iron road.

The steeple rises and vast granaries groan
With products of wide realms by commerce made our own

;

Ponds where the sportsman hunted duck and plover,

Now with parterres and parks are covered over.

Green lanes through which the habitant alone

Drove his chariot, to spacious streets have grown,
Paved with cobbles, which perplexed the shore

(Jf this blue " strait "—by trade not docked of yore
;

Straits whose clear depths no pirouge's keel could reach.

Now sullenly give back the screw tug's awful screech.

Fresh from the " back concession "—what surprise

Illumes Jean Crapeau's honest, wond'ring eyes,

To see the terrace where the rampart frowned,
With lofty pile of brick and mortar crowned.
Alas ! what greater change upbraid the modern place

Containing now a less contented race,

The simple virtues of the olden time
Exchanged for coin—the more almighty dime.''
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The active men of that time who are still living here are the fol-

lowing: Alexander D. Fraser, John L. Whiting, Charles C. Trowbridge,

E. A. Brush, Daniel Goodwin, John Winder, John Roberts, Peter Des-

noyers, Amos Chaffee, John Owen, Robert Stead and J. L. King.

The following removed from the city and now reside as follows : Rev.

Noah M. Wells, Monroe, Mich.; Harvey Williams, Saginaw; Renie Mar-
sac, Bay City; Wm. Brewster, Washington.

Of those numbered among the dead, the following are remembered :

Lewis Cass, Wm. Woodbridge, John Trumbull, (author of "McFingall"),

Solomon Sibley, James Witherell, B. F. H. Witherell, Henry Chipman,
John R. Williams, James May, James Abbott, Robert Abbott, John Bid-

die, Jonathan Kearsley, Elon Farnsworth, Shubael Conant, Chas. Moran,
David Cooper, Abram C CanifF, Thomas Palmer, Friend Palmer, John
Palmer, Mason Palmer, Charles Jackson, John Whipple, Thomas Row-
land, Henry M. Campbell, Charles Larned, H. S. Cole, George A. O'Keefe,

Robert A. Forsyth, Benj. B. Kercheval, John Abbott, Oliver Newberry,

Peter J. Desnoyers, Joseph Campau, Barnabas Campau, Tunis S. Wen-
dell, Thomas C. Sheldon, Thomas S. Knapp, Abram Cook, Levi Cook,

Orville Cook, Patrick Palmer, Oliver W. Miller, John Cook, Abraham
Edwards, Capt. Perkins, John Mullett, Thomas B. Clark, E. Chapaton,

Timothy Fales, John Farrar, John Farmer, Nathaniel Prouty, J. W.
Woolsey, William Stead, Cullen Brown, Augustus S. Porter, Benj. Wood-
worth, Ralph Wadhams, Shadrach Gillett, Reynolds Gillett, Chauncy
Payne, Walter L. Newberry, George McDougall, Robert McDougall, Eli-

jah Converse, Thomas J. Owen, Bethuel Farrand, Jerry Dean, Dr. Mc-
Coskrey, Dr. Wm. Brown, Dr. Marshall Chapin, Dr. R. S. Rice, Dr. Hen-
drie, Dr. Henry, Dr. Ebenezer Hurd, Dr. T. B. Clark, Dr. Justin Rice,

DeGarmo Jones, Melvin Dorr, J. R. Dorr, H. V. Disbrow, Francis Cicotte,

James Cicotte, Lambert Lafoy, A. Beaubien, Rev. Gabriel Richard, Rev.

D. Cadle, Antoine Dequindre, Timothy Dequindre, Julius Eldred, David
French, Henry Saunderson, Felix Hinchman, Henry Whitney, Gen. B.

F. Earned, Gen. Hugh Brady, J. V. R. TenEyck, Robert Smart, Joseph

Spencer, John McDonald, D. C. McKinstry, Lewis Davenport, Jeremiah
Moore, Joseph Jackson, John Scott, Alonzo Merrill, Dexter Merrill, Col.

Anderson, Edwai'd Brooks, Austin E. Wing, James Williams, J. B. Vallee,

Alva Ewers, H. B. Brevoort, John Burtis, William Russell, John Garrison,

John J. Garrison. Ellis Roberts, Michael Hale, John Hale, Col. Baker,

D. B. Cole, S. T. Dyron, Richard Smith, John Smith, John Noble, Gabriel

Godfroy, Peter Godfroy, N. B. Carpenter, Knowles Hall, E. Hay, Wm.
Thorn, Obid Wait, P. Cote, Samuel Day, Wm. Durell, Barney Moon, J.

T. Penny, Ellis Doty, S. Rossiter, Henry Berthelet, Augustus Berthelet,

Israel Noble, Adna Merritt, Theophilus Mettes, John B. Varnier dit La-

ducier, Abner Wells. Charles Willcox, James Hammond, Benjamin Chit-

tenden, Asa Madison, Stephen Bain, Alexander Campbell, Robert McNiff,

David Dodemead, Cornelius Scanlon, John E. Schwartz, Wm. B. Hunt,
George Hunt, Jedediah Hunt, Elliott Gray, John D. Cray, Samuel Col-

well, Darius Lamson, Ebenezer Reed, Joseph Andre, John Pherson, F.

P. Browning, Francis St. Aubin, Francis Rivard, John L. Leib, James
Leib, William A. Fletcher, Samuel Reed, Dominique Riopelle, Francis
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Thibault, John Truax, Thomas Stead, Peter Beaubien, John Bronson,
Owen Aldrich, James Beaubien, S. Beach, Harvey Griswold, J. 0. Lewis,

Charles Howard, Conrad Seek, Samuel Phelps, Elias Hawley, Gildersleeve

Hurd, Juba Bairows, J. Sears, Jas. Kna,2:gs, Jonathan Kerney, Chauncey
Bush, A. McLaren, W. Hoyt, Stephen Wells, James Trowbridge, F. Brew-
ster, John J. Deming, Wm. Bartlow, Benjamin Clark, John Lebot, Jos.

Amlin, John Howard.
In the foregoing lists are the names of two hundred and twenty-five

men, most of whom were heads of families, who a half century ago were
actively engaged in the affairs of life in a population of about two thous-

and, some twelve of whom still reside here in the enjoyment of health,

and four reside elsewhere; and two hundred and six have passed from
earth, forcibly reminding us of the solemn truth that " Man that is bora
of woman is of few days," and that

" We must all die !

All leave ourselves—it matters not where, when,
Nor how. so we die well.''

BY-GONES OF DETROIT-GENEKAL HUGH BRADY.

By Hon. George C. Bates.

h*ubiished in the Detroit Free Press October 14th, 1879.

" I love the military ! I love the military."

— Grand Duchesse.

Among the sweetest memories, and most cherished recollections that
cluster around Detroit in these beautiful October days, there are none
dearer, purer or nobler than those which are evoked by a visit to the corner
of Jefferson avenue and Hastings street, where the headquarters of "The
Northwestern Military Department of the United States" were stationed
for so many years from 1835; where dwelt that pure patriot, superb
soldier and true gentleman, Gen. Hugh Brady, whose nearest neighbor
was the genial, jolly, hospitable Frank Larned, who died years after-

wards as paymaster general of the United States army.
When I stood last evening in front of that quiet, unpretending, plain,,

old-fashioned house, built by Gen. Brady in 1835 and occupied by him
down to 1851—the time of his death—and recalled the eminent and dis-

tinguished men who in " by-gone times " used to crowd its hospitable
quarters; when I ran over in my memory the important national army
movements that had been prepared and mapped out there ; when I

reflected that at that time Hugh Brady commanded all the military posts
west of Detroit clear away to the Mississippi, then our western outpost;
and that then, in all that region—where now are twelve millions of peo-
ple, in Nebraska, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Colorado,
Oregon, and California—nothing but Indians and wild beasts roamed over
the plains; when I looked upwards to the twinkling stars, and then down
upon the remembrance of "by-gonesin Detroit," I was lost in amazement
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at the rise, progress, growth, and extension of our beloved Union since

those days when "I was young and this old town sheltered me." Under
that humble roof there used to congregate, in olden times, such men as

Gens. Scott, Worth, Macomb, Wool, Whiting, and all the old army soldiers,

each one of whom, like Gen. Brady himself, could point to his bleeding

wounds received in the war of 1812, for free trade and sailors' rights, and.

each one of whom were eminent heroes, patriots sans peur et sans reprocJie,

true gentlemen of the old school, whose official duties in the far Northwest

required an annual visit to military headquarters here. There, too,

might have been seen Bishop Onderdonk, of New York, Judge John
McLean, of Ohio, a man whose massive brow, solemn dignity, and
majestic presence would always remind you of Washington himself;

often there also one might meet Col. James Watson Webb, many years

before a lieutenant in the arm}^ then editor-in-chief of the New York
Courier and Enquirer, a splendid, elegant and accomplished journalist.

Charles King, too, of the New York Commercial Advertiser, afterwards

president of Columbia college, who was a kinsman of the Forsyths, Ker-
chevals and Kinsies here, Millard Fillmore, the pompous, precise coun-

selor-at-law, afterwards President of the United States, wdiile all along

each year from 1836 down to 1842 came new regiments of infantry and
artillery, commanded by Gen. George M. Brooke, Col. Fanning, Col.

Whistler, Col. Belknap and others, all of whom clustered around Gen.

Brady as heroes of the revolution would around Washington, and whose
families married and intermarried here, until Detroit became literally

the military headquarters of the northwest; and to-day, at every out-

post of our army, will be found the children, grandchildren and sons of

citizens of Detroit. It happened to me to visit the first tent ever pitched

by the army of the Union on Puget Sound in 1853, and the first man
who greeted me was an old-time army beau of this city, and my first

visit to Camp Douglass in Utah was to the quarters of an accomplished

army lady, the granddaughter of Col. Edward Brooks, collector of this

port under Gen. Harrison, and a resident of Detroit from 1822 down to

the time he went to Washington in 1852, or thereabouts.

But of all these distinguished military men none was more respected,

loved, admired and sought after than Hugh Brad3^ Brave as Csesar, he

was as modest as a country girl. With a vast knowledge of public

men and public measures, he was as quiet and gentle as a lady.

Having again and again faced death on the battle fields at Chippewa,
Queenstown, Niagara and Lundy's Lane, where time and time again

amidst such slaughter as was never seen on any previous battle field of

our country, he was colonel of the Twenty-second Foot corps, which
crossed bayonets with Col. Basden, colonel of the British Twenty-first.

He was yet so diffident, so modest, so brave that any mention of his gal-

lant exploits in his presence would drive him from the circle of conver-

sation. But whenever duty called him to action there he went calmly,

resolutely to do it. Not only was Gen. Brady a true soldier, but in all

the broadest aspects of the word, he was an accomplished American gen-

tleman. And his old home was the seat of hospitality, kindness, charity,

and bevolence.
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He was born in Northumberland county, Pennsylvania, in 1768, and
entered the army as ensign in 1792, and joined his regiment with Gen.
Harrison, whose commission bore date the same day, and served gal-

lantly with Gen. Wayne in his western expedition. After the defeat of

St. Clair he was made lieutenant, February, 1794 and captain in 1799.

Having been dropped in the reduction of the army, he was restored in

1808 by Jefferson, and during the war he fought heroically under Scott

in 1813, all along the Niagara frontier and at Chippewa, where Scott in
his report of him says:

"Old Brady showed himself in a sheet of fire," and where he was
wounded in the groin by a ball striking his sword scabbard, which disa-

bled him. That old battle sword used to lie on the " buffet " in his recep-

tion room, and beside it another sword, with solid gold scabbard, set

with diamonds, rubies, and pearls, presented to him by his native state.

Pennsylvania, in token of its appreciation of his services to his country,

a legacy to-day for his descendants, which with his character and virtues

are worth more to them than all the gold of California, or the bonanza
of silver in Nevada.

Among the most important of his public duties here on the frontier

was to remove the Winnebagoes and Pottawattamies from northern Illi-

nois and Wisconsin west of the Mississippi, which he did in person, in

1835, with so much prudence, care and kindness that these wild sons of

the prairie actually worshiped him, and in their incantations and war
•dances commingled commendations of their " dear old father."

In modern times all men who are sent to take care of the Indians are

expected to cheat them of their food, make them presents, then steal and
sell them, and our government encourages and winks at these frauds, for

the Indian department to-day, in Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Utah,
is officered by a band of thieves much worse than Charles Williamson
and his gang, who robbed the stage on the way to Deadwood, in July
last, as the writer hereof can demonstrate, if permitted to bring witnesses

before congress.

But had any public governmental thief stolen so much as a handkerchief
from the Indians under Hugh Brady's care, he would have been hung
under the nearest tree, and his superiors in Washington, if confederates,

would have shared the same fate. The army then, and now too, thank
God, had on its muster rolls no Indian thieves, or whisky thieves, and
to-day if the Indians were turned over, as they ought to be, to Sherman,
Sheridan, Terry, Miles, Merritt, and such men, would, under honest treat-

ment, become peaceful and quiet. Modoc Jo, Sitting Bull, and Nez
Perces Jo have all been driven to take up arms b}-- a persistent course of

villain}', robbery, and plunder by Indian agents and officers in our terri-

tories that would disgrace all the road agents of the Black Hills; and
every man from the mountains knows and has evidence of this.

But the most delicate duty devolved upon Gen. Brady was the main-
tenance of peace and law upon the frontier during that war called the
" Patriot War," commencing in 1836, and ending with the Ash burton
treaty of 1841. Time and space forbid me now to give the history of this

singular uprising in Canada, which almost culminated in war between
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the Kingdom of Great Britain and the United States. But to Winfield

Scott and Hugh Brady both nations are indebted for the continuance of
peace.

During the winters of 1836-7-8-9, large bodies of men, claiming to be
acting under orders of Canadian patriots, collected along our frontier

and threatened invasions and incursions into Canada contrary to the

neutrality laws of the United States; and in order to arrest and prevent

such operations Gen. Brady at first with a few United States recruits and
the old Brady Guards—a splendid independent military company com-
posing the very elite of the young men of Detroit—had to guard this

frontier from Fort Gratiot on the north to Cleveland on the south ; ta

move his troops from time to time, whenever the patriots gathered,

and aiding and assisting Col. Daniel Goodwin as United States district

attorney, and Conrad TenEyck as United States marshal, to arrest and
disperse all who threatened to invade Canada. Old as Gen. Brady was,

he was always on hand ; and whenever or wherever a band of patriots

gathered, there the old chief was ready to pounce upon them.

As an evidence of his coolness and brave devotion to duty and his

country, let the following incident be preserved : On the afternoon of

February 18, 1838, one of the very coldest days in all the winter, a large

body of patriots and tatterdemalions generally had come up from below,

near Toledo, and all along shore; had crossed on the ice and taken pos-

session of fighting island in British waters. They carried with them
several pieces of artillery, and as soon as they made a landing commenced
to erect their camps, and throw up temporary fortifications. The alarm
was soon sounded along the frontier, although we had then no telegraphs,

and Judge Wilkins as district judge, TenEyck and Goodwin as civil

officers of the United States, soon summoned Gen. Brady and his troops

to take position on the American shore opposite the island, and so cap-

ture, arrest and punish all the patriots, if they should fall back into the

United States, for breach of the neutrality laws. The cold was frightful,

but Gen. Brady instantly moved in sleighs the whole command to the

point designated, composed of Brady Guards about 120 strong and some
700 of United States recruits that Gen. Scott had pushed on from Buffalo

on the old steamer United States, which landed here about the 12th ol

February, 1838, the lake having been open all that winter, until closed

by the intense cold of the last few days.

The Brady Guards, of which the writer was one, and the recruits got

into position in front of fighting island. About 4 o'clock p. m. pickets

were thrown out for some miles above and below the island, and strict

orders were given to the command to halt and arrest all persons "going
to and from the island, and, if resistence was offered, to destroy and
crush them."

Hugh Brady, then just seventy, moved up and down that line straight

as an arrow and every inch a soldier, quietly giving his orders and
encouraging all the men—some of whom strongly sympathized with the

patriots—to do their entire duty. Having completed his own arrange-

ments, he called to the front Lieut. Edmund Kearsley, of " the Brady
Guards," and his own aid of the regular army and giving this message
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to them in tones which were heard along the lines he dispatched them
on the ice to Maiden, where old Col. Basden, of the twenty-first English

foot, commanded the garrison, the same old hero who had crossed bayo-

nets with Brady, in 1813, at Lundy's Lane. " Present," he said, " Gen.

Brady's compliments to Col. Basden, and say to him that I am here in

command of the United States troops, with .Judge Wilkins, the United
States district attorney and marshal; and that if the patriots shall break

up and retreat from fighting island to our shore, I shall arrest, and my
government will try and convict them."

Now Col. Basden was an old-fashioned soldier, and at his mess dinner
he and his brethren in camp drank deeply, and it so happened Brady's

envoys arrived and delivered the message w!ien they were all deep in

their potations.

Col. Basden received the message without even asking its bearer to

git down, and instantly replied : "Present Col. Basden's respects to Gen.
Brady, and say that I have the highest respect for him personally as a

soldier and a gentleman, but that I have none for his government and
its outlaws ; that I shall attack with all tlie force at my command those

damned rascals on fighting island as soon as I am ready, and if they

retreat over the United States line I will follow and destroy them where-
ever I may find them." He then rudely dismissed the envoys. Just at

early twilight, that fearful cold night, the long roll beat and our whole
command rushed to arms, formed in line of battle, and waited for what
next was to come.

With all possible dispatch some twenty soldiers, \vith guidons, or red

flags, were sent to mid-channel on the Detroit river, on the American
side of Fighting island, and measuring off distances, planted those flags

on the ice, some hundreds of rods apart, thus marking clearly and dis-

tinctly, the dividing line betiveen Canada and the United States. This done,
the bugle sounded the call, the troops formed in hollow square, old Hugh
Brady in the centre, when, taking off his hat, and the troops uncovering,
he repeated distinctly his message to Col. Basden, the rude reply received,

and, pointing to those flags, he said : "'Men, that is the boundary line

between our government and the British. If a damned red-coat crosses

that line, attack them—beat them back ; and I have faith you will do it."

The troops marched to their several positions, the sentinels, wrapped in

overcoats and blankets to keep from freezing, resumed their weary rounds,
and all waited in anxiety for Avhat next might happen. The old Brady
Guards, the very best volunteer troops ever organized, thought that they
snuffed the scent of battle afar, and were eager to see how they would feel

under real fire. Night wore away—cold, oh so cold—and about 4 o'clock

A. M. the rumbling of the British artillery was heard on the ice opposite

the island, and directly the roar of cannon along the line, the skipping
of balls on the ice, the knocking of snow and ice from the trees, which
could plainly be seen, told that work had at last begun in earnest, with
shot and shell. Our call sounded and line of battle was promptly formed,
Gen. Brady watching every detail, and like the old war horse he walked
to and fro as if ready for anything, and our men watched with breathless

"

interest what was to come. Soon the patriots broke and fled, and our
37
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troops arrested them in large numbers as they came to the sliore. After

a brief cannonading we heard the rattling drum and shrilly fife of the

British troops. Breaking into two columns, one from the right, the other

from the left, they marched like one man, above and below Fighting

island, endeavoring to capture the retreating patriots, and we watched
them coming on until to our great relief we saw that they kept close to,

but moved not beyond the British lines, and as they filed away, great red-

coated beef-eaters and beer-drinkers, stood in silent admiration of their

prudence and our good luck ; it was simply because old Hugh Brady was
there, and would tolerate no huzzas from our rejoicing hearts.

But I must pause. These memories grow as I recall that noble pa-

triot and those by gones. In 1851, in driving a team of spirited horses,

they became entangled in telegraphic wires dropped from poles for

repairs, ran away with him, threw him from the carriage, fatally injured

him and God called him away. But as he had lived a soldier's life, so

he died like a soldier. When his hour had come, and his weeping family

saw that his end was near, they sent for the Rev. George Duffield, their pas-

tor, a man whose long life illustrated in all his acts and doings the char-

acteristics of his master Christ, himself, whose purity, devotion, self-denial,

eloquent appeals and keen admonitions to the erring, made him the man
for all true Christians to imitate, and to whom the writer hereof is under
greater obligations than all his spiritual pastors and masters. Mr. Duf-

field came. The family gathered around the bed-side of that poor old

man, and kindly and quietly as a child took the hands of the soldier to

tell him death was at last there, and this colloquy then ended all there

was on earth of Hugh Brady.
" General, you are very ill, my friend, very ill."

The General opened his eyes and pressing Mr. Duffield's hand replied

:

" Yes. Yes, sir, I know it. I know it."

" But, General, you are badly hurt and very ill."

" Oh, yes," he faintly replied ;
" yes, I know it, Mr. Duffield."

A pause—a silence—a few deep sobs—when Mr. Duffield said :

" But, General, you are very, very ill. I am sorry to tell you you are

just about to die."

Instantly raising himself up straight as in health, his eye flashed

under his bandaged forehead and he firmly spoke out:
" Mr. Duffield, let the drum beat; my knapsack is slung; I am ready

to die," and sank away into the arms of death.

His funeral escort was commanded by Col. Whistler, and consisted of

the Fourth United States Infantry, in which Grant was captain, and 136
Brady Guards constitutued the mourners, and as

"The soldiers discharged their farewell shot

O'er the grave of our hero we buried,"

They were forever disbanded, and now—gray-haired, worn out—they

are among the " By-gones of Detroit
;

" but may the family of Hugh
Brady, and his namesakes, the old Brady Guard, be ever ready in all

hours of their lives, and especially in its last moments, to echo his dying
words

:
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'•Let the drum beat; my knapsack is slung."

But Brady is not dead—he but sleepeth

;

For the brave die never; being deathless,

They but exchange their country's arms
For what is now their country's heart.

Give then the dead their due. Tis

They who saved us.

THE FERRY.

The Early Modes of Transit at Detroit—The Original Ferry-boat and I«
Successors.

From The Detroit Post, October 7tli, 1877.

The first steam ferry between Detroit and the Canada shore was estab-

lished in 1830. Just prior to that a horse ferry-boat was started, but it

did not prove very satisfactory. Ferriage by canoe or row-boat was, of

course, the original style of transit. The business of transporting passen-

gers in this way was for many years in the hands of one Francois Bene-
teau, whose home was in Windsor. When any person wished to cross,

and the ferryman was on the other side, he was signaled by means of a

tin dinner-horn. In the year 1818 a young man named Edwin Baldwin,

who had recently come hither with his father's family, started an oppo-

sition ferry, and with the true spirit of Yankee enterprise, sought to

establish an improved method of transit by means of a sail-boat. He
rigged out a small craft, but it was not regarded with much favor by the

slow-going denizens of the town, who mostly preferred the old canoe.

But in time prejudice wore away, and the safety of the craft being assured

by repeated experiment, it became the approved means of crossing.

Baldwin continued in the business about five years, when he sold out to

Major McKinstry, who got from the town authorities the exclusive right

to maintain a ferry.

But the business was not to his liking, and two or three years later he
sold out to Capt. John Burtis. About this time an old French waterman
named Jean Baptiste St. Amour constructed an unique craft by combin-
ing the hulls of two boats together and propelling them by horse-power.

The thing was a miserable failure, and after a few trips he abandoned it.

Capt. Burtis then made a decided improvement in the means of transit

by building a steamboat. This came out, as before stated, in 1830. It

was modeled after the Walk-in-the-water, the original steamer on the

lakes, and would hardly pass muster in these days of floating palaces.

It was a little dumpy concern that moved with great deliberation and
an air of self-importance, increased by the terrible commotion which it

produced when moving through the water. It was called the Argo, and
was the projenitor of all the later Argos, as well as the whole race of

modern ferries. Its popularity was early assured, and nurse girls and
their charges frequented it for health and pleasure, as they now ride

back and forth across the river on summer afternoons. It is said therf

were flirtations in those davs the same as now.
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The little Areo did good service for four years, when she was leased

by her owner, Capt. Biirtis, to the late Horace Davenport, of Windsor.
The original lease is now in the possession of James A. Girardin, of this

eity. It reads as follows

:

This Indentuiie, made the twenty-second day of April, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty four, but to have full

force and effect from the first da}^ of .January, last past, between John
Burtis, of the one part, and Horace Davenport, of the other part, wit-

nesseth :

Wh-ereas, I, the said John Burtis, am and being the owner of the one-

third interest in the ferry from Detroit to the Canada shore, as well as the

one-third of the steam ferry boat Argo, and other boats appertaining to

said ferry. Now know ye that I, the said Jolm Burtis, for and in con-

sideration of the rent, warrants and agreement hereinafter mentioned, on
the part of the said Horace Davenport, to be done and performed, hath
granted, demised, leased and letten, and by these presents doth grant,

demise, lease and let unto the said Horace Davenport, his executors, ad-

ministrators and assigns, the one-third interest and avails before men-
tioned, together with the steam feriy boat Argo, and all other boats and
things made use of and appertaining to the said establishment; to have
and to hold the one-third part of the said steam ferry boat Argo, with
everything appertaining thereto, for and during the full end and term
of one year from the first day of January, as aforesaid, to be fully com-
pleted and ended, paying therefor unto the said .John Burtis, his heirs,

executors and administrators the sum of $275, of good and lawful money
of the United States, one-twelfth of which sum—that is to say, $22.92 at

the expiration of every month during the continuance of the lease, free

of all expenses, costs and charges that may accrue in prosecuting said

ferry, and expenses attending in keeping in repair said steam ferry boat
and boats, and every other article pertaining to the same, (wear and tear

excepted). And the said John Burtis, for himself, his heirs and assigns,

doth hereby covenant and agree to and with the said Horace Davenport,
his executors, administrators and assigns, that they and each of them,
paying the rent aforesaid, and performing, fulfilling and keeping all and
singular the warrants, conditions and agreements herein contained, on
his and their, and each of their parts, to be performed, fulfilled, and shall

and may lawfully'', peaceably and quietly have, hold, possess, occupy and
enjoy the one-third of the interest and avails of the ferry aforesaid, as

well as the one-third of the steam ferry boat Argo, and other boats hereby
conveyed, and every part thereof, unto the said Horace Davenport, his

heirs, etc., without any suit, trouble, hindrance, or molestation whatever,

during the continuance of their lease, fully to be complete and ended.

In witness we have hereunto set our hands and seals, at Detroit, in the

Territory of Michigan, the day, month and year first above mentioned.

.lOHN BUETIS, [Seal.]

HORACE DAVENPORT, [Seal.]

An addendum follows the lease, in which the lessor agrees to make all

necessary repairs, pay taxes, etc.
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The Argo did good service for several 3'ears, and was succeeded by
the United States. She was followed by the Alliance, and after her came
the Undine. She was short-lived and gave place to another Argo, which
long held a place on the route, and only disappeared a few years ago.

Then came the Ottawa and the Essex, the latter just now finishing up
her long and prosperous career. Eacli of these boats was an improve-
ment on its predecessor, and we can all testify that the boats put upon
the route within the past few years are a great way ahead of those they
superseded.

THE FIRST TAX EOLL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH, WAY xXE COUNTY.

Preskntki) by Abraham B. Markham.

[The original is placed in the archives of the Society.]

TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN, \

County of Wayne, j

To Abraham B. Markham, Collector of the town of Plymouth :

You are hereby required to collect from the several persons men-
tioned in the annexed tax list, the sum placed in the last column on each
page thereof opposite to their respective names, and j^ou are hereby
authorized in case any of them shall refuse or neglect to pay such sum
or sums, to levy the same by distress and sale, and you are hereby
required to pay the sum of eighty-seven dollars and fiit-y cents to the
treasurer of the said county for county tax, and the sum of sixty-six dol-

lars and ninety cents, being the residue of the tax, to the supervisor of

said town for the pa^anent of town expenses on or before the first Monday
of Februar}^ next, retaining in your hands out of the said sum so to be
collected, for your services, five cents for every dollar you shall collect

and pay over as before directed, for which this shall be your warrant,
and hereof fail not at your peril.

Given under our hands and seals at Detroit this second dav of Octo-
ber, 1827.

Marcus S. Gxft, WILLIAM BARTOW,
Abrm. C. Tbuax, peter GODFROY,

JACQUES CICOTT.
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We do hereby certify tliat we have the assessments of real and per-
sonal estate in and for the town of Plymouth, in the county of Wayne,
for the year of our Lord one thousand eio^ht hundred and twenty-seven,
according to the best of our knowledge and ability, as the law directs.

EKASTUS W. STAJlk WEATHER,
)

July 10th, lS:i7. ROSWELL ROOT, Assensors.
HENRY LYON, )

Real and personal estate as assessed in Plymouth, $29,74G \^.
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Lands imim])roved.

Lands improved,
Oxen

.

Cows,
Three years old,

Wagons,
Horses,
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commander-in-chief of all his Majesty's forces in North America, etc., etc.,

ordering that he shall put Lieut. George McDougall, late of the Sixtieth

regiment, in possession of Hog Island, situated and lying in Detroit river

three miles above the fort of Detroit: provided that can be done without

umbrage to the Indians, and upon consideration that the improvements
projected by the petitioner be directed to the more easy and effectual

supply of his Majesty's fort and garrison jnaintained at Detroit. The
commander-in-chief liaving transmitted the same to George Turnbull,

Esq., captain in the Sixtietli regiment, commanding at Detroit, that he
shall see the same executed by being present when the said George Mc-
Dougall shall receive a deed from the Indians for the said island, etc.

By virtue of the above order this indenture, made by and between Lieut.

George McDougall, late of the Sixtieth regiment, of the one part, and
Oketckewandug, Couttawgin, Ottowachkin, chiefs of the Ottawas and
Chij)pewa nations of Indians, in the other part, do for ourselves and by the

consent of the whole of the said nations of Indians : Witnesseth, that the

said chiefs, for and in consideration of five barrels of rum, three rolls of

tobacco, three pounds of vermillion and a belt of wampum, and three

barrels of rum and three pounds of paint when possession was taken,

valued at £104 10s., current money of the province of New York, to them
in hand paid, the receipt whereof the said Indian chiefs doth hereby
acknowledge, hath granted, bargained, sold, alienated and confirmed,

and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien and confirm unto
the said George McDougall, his heirs and assigns forever, the aforesaid

island, that he may settle, cultivate, or otherwise employ it to his and *

Majesty's advantage, as he shall think proper, the aforesaid island in

Detroit river, about three miles above the fort, together with all the

houses, outdiouses and appurtenances whatsoever on the said island,

messuage or tenement and premises belonging, or in any ways a]>per-

taining. And also the reversion and reversions, remainder and remain-
ders, rents and services of the said premises; and every part thereof, and
all the estate, right, title, claim an<l demands what.soever of them the said

Indians, of, in and to the said messuage, tenement and premises, and
every part thereof. To hav'e and to hold the said messuage or tenement,
and all and singular the .said premises above mentioned, and every part

and parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, unto the said George Mc-
Dougall, his heirs and assigns forever. And we, the above mentioned
chiefs, do hereby engage ourselves, our lieirs, our nations, executors, ad-

ministrators and assigns forever, to warrant and defend the property of

the said island unto the said George McDougall, his heirs, executors,

administrators and assigns forever, against us or any person whatever
claiming anv right or title thereto.

COUTT.VWdlN,
UKITCHWANONO,
OTTOWACHKIN.

Witnesses

—

GEOR(iK TuiiNiiUf-i., (.'apt. Second Kiittal. Sixtieth Regiment, Comniandant.
Daniki. McAlpi^, Lieutenant Sixtieth Regiment.
JouN A.MIEL, Eiisiirn Sixtietii Re<rinieLit.
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Received and recorded in the register's office in Quebec on Thursday,
the 23d day of January, 1777, at one o'clock in tlie afternoon, in the Eng-
lish register, letter E, page 616.

GEORGE ALLSOP.

Estate of George McDougall. File 53, Probate office. Papers gone
from file.

It would appear from subsequent deeds that said George McDougall
died between the years 1769 and 1794, leaving two chilren, George Mc-
Dougall and John Robert McDougall,

John Robert McDougall, '^ ir , j ^^ . t j d j t -t tt .>i . at*=•
' f United states Land Records, Liber H, p. ,^14. No

^^.,|. " , . I vember 11, 1793. W. D. £818]6s.
vViUiam Macomb. j

'

" This Indenture, made at Detroit, in the western district and prov-
ince of Upper Canada, by and between John Robert McDougall, of said

Detroit, gentleman, of the one part, and William Macomb, of the same
place, esquire, of the other part, witnesseth, that whereas, the said John
Robert and George McDougall, also of said Detroit, merchant, his brother,

are jointly possessed in the right of their father, George McDougall, late

of Detroit aforesaid, esquire, deceased, in an island situate in Detroit river

about three miles above the fort, commonly called and known by the
name and description of Hog Island, containing' about seven hundred
superficial acres.

Now this indenture further witnesseth, that the said John Robert Mc-
Dougall, for and in consideration of the sum of eight hundred and eighteen
pounds and sixteen shillings, New York currency, to him in hand paid
at and before the sealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt

whereof is hereby acknowledged, and thereof and of every part and par-

cel thereof doth exonerate, acquit and discharge the said William Macomb,
his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, and every of them for-

ever, by these presents hath grantad, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed

and confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, alien,

enfeoff and confirm unto the said William Macomb, his heirs and assigns

forever, the one-half of that messuage, tenement and island situate, lying
and being in Detroit river aforesaid, about three miles above the fort, com-
monly known and described by the name of Hog Island, together witli the
one-half of the said quantity of seven hundred superficial acres, be they
more or less in the said island, and one-half of the buildings and culti-

vated, or what may be considered improved parts of the said seven hun-
dred acres of land, by whatsoever name or names, or howsoever the same
or any of them are called or known, with their and every of their rights,

members and appurtenances whatsoever. And the reversion and rever-

sions, remainder and remainders of all and singular the said messuage,
farm and premises hereby granted, and of every part and parcel thereof,

and all'rents, issues and profits to the said hereby granted premises be-
lon-ging, or in any wise appertaining. And also all and every the estate,

riglit, title, interest, claim and demand whatsoever of him, the said John
Robert McDougall, of, in and to the said premises and every part thereof,
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to have and to bold the one-lialf of the said ishiiid, messuage or tene-

ment, and all other the buildings and improvements thereon, hereby

granted, bargained, sold, or mentioned, or intended to be hereby granted,

bargained and sold, and every part and parcel thereof, with their and
every of their appurtenances, unto the said William Macomb, his heirs

and assigns forever. And the said John Robert McDougall doth hereby
grant, for him and his heirs, that the said William Macomb and his heirs

the one-half of the said island and premises hereby granted, and every

part and parcel thereof, with all and singular their rights, members and
appurtenances unto the said William Macomb, his heirs and assigns,

against him the said John Robert McDouoall and his heirs and assigns,

shall and will warrant and forever defend by these presents.

In testimony whereof the said parties have to these presents set

their hands and affixed their seals at Detroit aforesaid this eleventh day of

November, in the year of our Lord 1793.
JOHN Rt. McDOUGALL [l. a]
WM. MACT)MB, [l. s.]

Sealed and delivered in the presence of

fiEORGE McDOTJGALL,
W. ]lOE.

Mem : On the day of the date within written full Cjuiet and peace-

able possession and seizin of the within mentioned premises was deliv-

ered by John Robert McDougall, therein named, to James Mcintosh, of

Detroit, gentleman, the attorney of William Macomb, the feoffee, accord-

ing to the intents and true meaning of the within written indenture iii

the presence of us by delivering him a twig in the name of the whole
premises.

GEORGE McDOUGALL,
W. ROE.

George MacDougall (Son of George McDougall and \ United States Land Record,

brother of said John Robert) ( Liber H, p. 311.

to t January G, 1794.

Jolni Robert MacBougall. ) W. D. Love and affection.

This Indenture made at Detroit in the western district and province

of Upper Canada, this sixth day of January, in the year of our Lord
1794, by and between George MacDougall, of said Detroit, merchant, of

the one f^art, and John Robert MacDougall, also of said Detroit, gentle-

man, of the other part, witnesseth, that whereas, on the Iwenty-fifth day
of July, 1785, he, the said George MacDougall, in and by his certain letter

addressed to the said John Robert MacDougall, bearing date the same
day and year, presented to and promised the said John Robert MacDou-
gall, the undivided half of an island situate in the river of Detroit,

about three miles above the fort, commonly called and known by the

name and descri|)tion of Hog Island, the property of the said George
MacDougall. but from the embarras.sed situation of the said John
Robert MacDougall since that period he, the said George MacDougall,
did not execute to the said John Robert MacDougall any legal title

thereof.
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And whereas tlie said Jolni Robert McDougall hath latel}' obtained a
release from the person to whom lie was princi{)ally indebted, wlierebv the
siiid John Robert MacDougall is enabled to take and receive a grant of the
hereinbefore mentioned premises. Now, this indenture further witnesseth
that as well towards confirming the promise made by the said George Mac-
Dougall, to the said Robert McDougall, as aforesaid, as for and in con-
sideration of the natural love and affection which he, the said (leorge Mac-
Dougall, hath and beareth unto the said .Jolin Robert MacDougall ; as also

for the better maintenance, support, livelihood, and preferment of him, the
said John Robert MacDougall, he, the said George MacDougall, hath given,
granted, aliened, enfeoffed and confirmed, and by these presents doth
give, grant, alien, enfeoff and confirm unto the said John Robert Mac-
Dougall, his heirs and assigns, forever the one-half of that messuage or
tenement and island, the property of him, the said George MacDougall,
now in the occupation of Messrs. Meldrum and Park, of said Detroit,

merchants, situate, lying and being in Detroit river aforesaid, about three
miles above the fort, commonly known and described by the name of
Hog Island, containing the said undivided half of the said island, about
three hundred and fifty superficial acres be they more or less. And one-
half of the buildings and cultivated or what may be considered im-
proved parts of the said island by whatsoever name or names, or howso-
ever the same or any of them are called or known, with their and every
of their rights, members, and appurtenances whatsoever. And the re-

version and reversions, remainder and remainders of all and singular
the said messuage, farm and premises hereby granted, and of every part
and parcel thereof, and all rents, issues, and profits to the said hereby
granted premises belonging or in any wise appertaining. And also all

and every the estate, right, title, interest, claim and demand whatsoever
of him, the said George MacDougall, of in and to the said premises and
every part thereof, to have and to hold the one half of the said island,

messuage, or tenement and all other the buildings and improvements
thereon, hereby given and granted, or mentioned, or intended to be
hereby given and granted, and every part and parcel thereof, with their

and every of their appurtenances, unto the said John Robert MacDou-
gall, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said George MacDougall
doth hereby grant for him and his heirs that the said John Robert Mac-
Dougall and his heirs the one-half of the said island, buildings and im-
provements hereby granted, and every part and parcel thereof with all

and singular their rights, members and appurtenances unto the said

John Robert MacDougall, heirs and assigns, against him, the said George
MacDougall, his heirs and assigns shall and will warrant and forever
defend by these presents.

In testimony whereof the said parties have to these presents set their
hands and affixed their seals at Detroit aforesaid, the day, month, and
year first above written.

GEORGE MacDougall. [l. s.]

JOHN rt. MacDougall. [l. s.]

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of

WILLIAM CHRISTIE,
W. ROE.
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Mem

:

—On the day of the date within written, full, quiet and peace-

able possession and seizen of the within mentioned premises was delivered

by George MacDougall, the grantor therein named, to John Robert Mac-
Dougall, the grantee, bj' delivering him a twig on the premises in the

name of the whole thereof, according to the intents and true meaning of

the within written indenture in the presence of us.

WILLIAM CHRISTIE.
W. ROE.

John Robert MacDougall, ) United States Land Records, Liber H, p. 317.

to [ April 7, 1749.

William Macomb. ) W. D. £776 O.v. Od.

" This Indenture, Made at Detroit, in the western district and prov-

ince of Upper Canada, b}' and between John Robert MacDougall, of said

Detroit, gentleman, of the one part, and William Macomb, of the same
place, esquire, of the other part, witnessetb, that whereas, the said John
Robert MacDougall, on the eleventh day of November last, for and in

consideration of the sum of eight hundred and eighteen pounds, sixteen

shillings. New York currency, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed and
contirmed unto the said William Macomb the one-half of a certain mes-
suage or tenement and island situate lying and being in the river of said

Detroit, about three miles above the fort, commonly known and described

by the name of Hog Island (the whole of the said island containing by
estimation about seven hundred acres), together with one-half of the build-

ings thereon erected and also one-half of the cultivated or what might
be considered parts of the said seven hundred acres of land ; and also all

the estate, right, title, claim and demand of him the said John Robert
McDougall of in and to the one-half part of the said island and premises
as in and by a certain indenture bearing date the day and year last

aforesaid, under the hands and seals of the said parties, may fully appear,

reference being thereunto had.

Now, this indenture further witnesseth that the said John Robert
McDougall, for and in consideration of the sum of seven hundred and
seventy-six pounds, six shillings and eight pence, New York currency, to

him in hand paid at and before the sealing and delivering of these pres-

ents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, and thereof and of

every part and parcel thereof, doth exonerate, acquit and discharge the
said William Macomb, his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns

and every of them forever, by these presents hath granted, bargained, sold,

aliened, enfeoffed and confirmed, and by these presents doth grant, bar-

gain, sell, enfeoff and confirm unto the said William Macomb, his heirs

and assigns forever, the remaining half of the said messuage or tenement
and island situate, lying and being in Detroit river aforesaid, about three

miles above the fort commonly known and described by the name of Hog
Island, together with the remaining half of the said seven hundred
superficial acres, be they more or less, in the said island, and the remain-
ing half of the buildings and cultivated, or what may be considered im-
proved parts of the said seven hundred acres of land, by whatsoever
name or names or howsoever the same or any of them are called or
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known with their and every of their rights, members and appurtenances
whatsoever, and the reversion and reversions, remainder and remainders
of all and singular the said messuage, island and premises hereby granted
and of every part and parcel thereof and all rents, issues and profits to

the said hereby granted premises belonging or in any wise appertaining.

And also all and every the right, estate, title, interest, claim and demand
whatsoever of him, the said John Robert McDougall, of in and to the

said premises and every part thereof, to have and to hold the remaining
half of the said island, messuage or tenement and all other, the buildings
and improvements thereon hereby granted, bargained, sold or mentioned
or intended to be hereby granted, bargained and sold, and every part
and parcel thereof with their and ever^^ of their appurtenances unto the
said William Macomb, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said John
Robert McDougall doth hereby grant for him and his heirs that the said

William Macomb and his heirs the half of the said island and premises
hereby granted, and every part and parcel thereof with all and singular
their rights, members and appurtenances unto the said William Macomb,
his heirs and assigns against him, the said John Robert McDougall, his

heirs and assigns, shall and will warrant and forever defend by these
presents.

In testimony whereof, the said parties have to these presents set their

hands and affixed their seals, at Detroit aforesaid, this seventh day of

April, in the year of our Lord 1794.
JOHN KOBEET McDOUCIALL. [i.. s.]

WILLIAM MACOMB, [l. s.]

Sealed and delivered in the presence of

FRANCOISE DEOUI.JAED,
W. EOE.

Mem.: On the day of the date within written full, quiet and peace-
able possession and seizin of the within mentioned premises was deliv-

ered by John Robert McDougall, the vendor, by delivering him a twig
in the name of the whole premises, according to the contents and true
meaning of the within written indenture, in the presence of us,

FEANCOISE DEOUIJAED,
W. EOE.

Estate of William Macomb. File 146, probate office. Papers gone
from file.

By report of commissioners and decree of register on estate of Will-
iam Macomb with reference to the Cass farm, it is stated that said land
was devised by William Macomb by will, dated April 11, 1796, to his
sons, John, alias John W. and William W. and David Macomb. Said
John died intestate June 15th, 1815, leaving four children, Isabella, Maria
de la Merced, Maria Teresa Elvira, and Frances Sarah Dring Macomb,
all infants.

Estate of John W. Macomb. File 161, probate office.

Ann Macomb, a sister of deceased, appointed administratrix January
6th, 1819. Bond dated January 6th, 1819. The appraisers report that
no real or personal property has been exhibited to them by the admin-
istratrix.
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PROCEEDINGS OF UNITED STATES LAND BOARD.

Anieri(.;in State Papers, Vol. 16. p. 273.

DOCUMENT V.

On Monday, the 2d day of December, a, d. 1805, tlie board met pur-
suant to adjournment, and proceeded to the examination of the claims

of the heirs and legal representatives of the late William Macomb, de-

ceased. Whereupon the notice filed by the .said lieirs with the register

of the land office being read, of which the following is an extract, viz:

"John, William and David Macomb claim an island situate in the

strait about three miles above Detroit, commonly called Hog Island, con-

taining, by Mr. Boyd, who surveyed it in 1771, seven hundred and four

acres, by purcliase from the Ottawa and Chippewa nations of Indians,

who in council under the direction of his Britannic Majesty to the Hon.
Thomas Gage, commander in-chief of all his said Majesty's forces in North
America, for that purpose, did convey the same to lieutenant George Mc-
Dougall on the 5th day of June, 1769, who.se heirs sold the same to Wm.
Macomb on the 11th of November, 1793."

(Then follows a deed, as above, Liber H, p. 309 of United States land
records, with the following note):

[This "and " appears evidently to have been inserted after the above
instrument was written, if not after the same was executed, for it is writ-

ten on an erasure, and renders the sense thereof somewhat less clear and
perspicuous than what it must have been before. There is no memo-
randum of the era.sure, nor of another interlineation which is in the
instrument.]

A deed of feoii"ment, executed by Joim Robert McDougall, conveying
a moiety of said i.sland, in fee simple to William Macomb, containing a
clause of warranty against himself, his heirs and assigns, dated the 11th
day of November, 1793, with a memorandum of livery of seizin endorsed
on the back of said deed.

Also, a deed of gift from George McDougall to John Robert McDou-
gall for a moiety of said island, with the like clause of warranty therein,

and the like memorandum of livery and saisin endorsed thereon, dated
the Gth day of January, 1794.

Also, a deed of feoffment, executed by John Robert McDougall, con-
veying and transferring the other moiety of said island to the said Will-
iam Macomb in fee simple, containing a clause of warranty against the
feoffer, his heirs and assigns, with a memorandum of livery and seisin

endorsed thereon, dated the 7th day of April, 1794.
The claimants then brought forward George Meldrum to be examined

as a witness with regard to Hog Island, who, being sworn, deposed and
said that the late lieutenant McDougall built on this island a dwelling
house and sundry out-houses, about the year 1770 or 1771. About the
same time one Cassety, as a tenant of the said McDougall, went on a part
of these lands, who, in the course of some few of the following years, cul-

tivated about thirty acres, and as well as this deponent recollects, built a
small house. Said Cassely was succeeded by one Ridley, and the said

island has been constantly occupied by .successive tenants of the said Mc-
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Dougall and Macomb families to the present day. At the request of the

claimants the said claims, generally, were continued for further investi-

gation.

On Tuesday, the 3d day of December, a. d. 1805, the board met pur-

suant to adjournment, the fourth claim of the heirs and legal repre-

sentatives of the late William Macomb, deceased being again under con-

sideration. John Laughton was brought forward as a witness, who, being

sworn and examined, deposed and said, with respect to Hog Island, that,

in the year 1776, he, the deponent, leased the said island of one Cassety,

who at"that time held it under the leaseof the late lieutenant McDougall.

When in occupation of the said island he, the said deponent, was ousted

of his possession by the order of Col. DePeyster, then the commanding
officer at Detroit, who put thereon some prisoners brought to his garrison,

by the Indians. The late William Macomb, as the guardian of the then

infant sons of the said McDougall, petitioned Gen. Haldiman for redress,

who ordered the said Macomb to be again put in possessioji thereof. The
deponent also recollects that Col. DePeyster, on restoring the said island,

left with the said Macomb a barn erected at the expense of the govern-

ment and a scow, as a compensation for the disseisin. This property, the

deponent imagines, must have been worth about twelve or fourteen hun-
dred pounds. When the deponent first went to the island there were two

farms thereon, each of which was improved with a dwelling house, and
inclusively had about eighty acres of cultivated land and two large

barns.

John Robert McDougall being sworn deposed and said, with respect

to Hog Island, that some short time after Col. DePeyster had taken for-

cible possession of this island, that officer was desirous of purchasing it

for the use of the government, and made an offer to this deponent and
his mother of six hundred guineas therefor. These terms were, however,

rejected. The said DePeyster then paid to x\lex. Macomb a quantity of

corn as the rent of said island, for which said Macomb as guardian of the

infant children of this said deponent's late father afterwards accounted.

Some few years before the evacuation of this garrison of the British troops

Major Clans, commanding Detroit, put a number of cattle on the said

island to pasture, for which damages were awarded to the deponent in

the court of common pleas of the upper province of Canada.
The order of the King of Great Britain, by the advice of his privy

council, referred to in the instrument of writing executed by the Indians

therein named, was this day produced by the claimants as evidence of

their title to the said island, and is in the words following, viz :

[L. S.] At the court at St. James', the fourth day of May, 1768.

Present : The King's Most Excellent Majesty, Lord President ; Duke
of Grafton, Duke of Ancaster, Duke of Northumberland, Marquis of

Granby, Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Huntington, Earl of Denbigh, Earl

of Shelburne, Viscount Weymouth, Viscount Falmouth, Viscount Howe,
Viscount Clare, Viscount Villiers, Welbore Ellis, Esq., Richard Rigby,

Esq., Thomas Townshend, Esq., and George Ouslow, Esq.

Whereas, There was this day read at the board a report for the right

honorable the lords of the committee of council for })lantation, affairs,

38
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dated the third of this instant in the words following, viz: "Your
majesty having been pleased, by your order in council of the 12th of

December, 1767, to refer unto Ibis committee the humble petition of

Lieutenant George McDougall, of the royal American regiment, on half

pay, praying, for the reasons therein contained, that your majesty will be

graciously pleased to grant to him a certam small island, three miles

above Detroit, called Hog island." The lords of the committee, in obe-

dience to your majesty's said order of reference, did, on the third of

March last, take the said petition into their consideration, and thought

proper to refer the same to the lords' commissioners of trade and planta-

tions, who have thereupon reported to this committee:

"That the above mentioned island, lying within that territory which,

by your majesty's proclamation of the 7th of October, 1763, is reserved

and set aside as hunting grounds for the several tribes of Indians, it fol-

lows that no absolute grant ol the same can be made consistently with

the terms and reservations of the said proclamation, and in its full ex-

tent; but as the merits of the petitioner, in clearing part of the said

island, building a house, and making a settlement thereon, in consequence

of permission obtained from the commanding officer at Detroit, in 1761,

appear to be true; and as he has sustained considerable damage by being

dispossessed of these improvements by the savages in the subsequent

war, more especially as it is evident that considerable savings may be,

and actually have been, made in the articles of supply and provision for

the garrison at Detroit, by stocking and cultivating lands in the neigh-

borhood thereof. The said lord's commissioners are of opinion that

advantages may be derived to the public service from the settlement and
improvements of this island, and as the petitioner, as well from his

intercourse and acquaintance with the Indians, as by his interest and
connections in those parts (he being married and having a wife and
family now residing at Detroit), doth appear both willing and able to

carry his proposals into execution ; and as it is represented that the said

island, though within the limits of the Indian territory, yet has always

been considered as an appendage to the fort, the said lords commission-

ers are of opinion that every encouragement should be given to him in

the settlement of the said island as far as the tenor of the proclamation

above recited will allow ; and this they think can best be done by re-

ferring the matter to the commander-in-chief, in America, recommend-
ing to him to allow the petitioner a temporary occupation of the said

island, so long as your majesty shall think fit to continue an establish-

ment at Detroit, provided this can be done without umbrage to the

Indians, and upon consideration that the improvements projected by
the petitioner will be directed to the more easy and effectual supply of

your majesty's fort and garrison maintained at Detroit."

The lords of the committee, upon consideration thereof, do humbly
report to your majesty that they agree in opinion with the lords com-
missioners for trade and plantations, and thereupon humbly propose

that your majesty will be graciously pleased to direct the commander-in-
chief of your majesty's forces in America, for the time being, to allow

the petitioner a temporary occupation of the said land, so long as your
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inajesty shall think fit to continue an establishment at Detroit, provided

this can be done without umbrage to the Indians, and upon considera-

tion that the improvements projected by the petitioner will be directed

to the more easy and effectual supply of your majesty's fort and garrison

maintained at Detroit.

His majesty, taking the said report into consideration, was pleased,

with the advice of his privy council, to approve thereof and to order, as

it is hereby ordered, that the commander in-chief of his majesty's forces

in America, for the time being, do allow the petitioner a temporary occu-

pation of the said island, so long as his majesty shall think fit to continue
an establishment at Detroit, provided the same can be done without um-
brage to the Indians, and upon consideration that the improvements
projected by the petitioner be directed to the more easy and effectual sup-

ply of his majesty's fort and garrison maintained at Detroit. Whereof,
the commander-in-chief of his majesty's forces in America, for the time
being, and all others whom it may concern, are to take notice and govern
themselves accordingly,

WILLIAM BLAIR.

A writing purporting to be a '' paragraph of General Gage's letter to

Capt. Turnbull, of the 29th August, 1768, relating to Hog Island, given
to Mr. McDougall by his Majesty and council," was also exhibited as evi-

dence of the claim aforesaid, and it is as follows, to-wit : As Mr. Mc-
Dougall occupying these lands depend upon the suffrage of the Indians,
who have claims thereto, it will be necessary that those Indians should
be collected by the friends of Mr. McDougall and publicly signify to you
or rather give a written acknowledgment of their consenting to the ces-

sion of those lands in favor of Mr. McDougall, You are to contract no
expense upon this account ; the collecting and supporting these Indians
must be the act of Mr. McDougall or his friends. In his absence you are
only to acquaint them that you cannot admit them to take possession
till you are satisfied of the Indians' intentions and acquiescence therein.

This must be a solemn act, performed in your presence, by Indians con-
cerned in the property of the lands, to which they must sign the marks
of their tribes, and you will certify the same to be done by you and under
my authority and in your presence. Their permission must at the same
time be had to people the island for cultivation, for every necessary partic-

ular should be mentioned in the writing for the cession of these lands, and
the whole fully and distinctly explained to the Indians to prevent future
claims or disputes. You are likewise to attend to the nature of the im-
provements carried on by Mr. McDougall, and see that thej'^ are such as
may when called upon serve to the purposes intended, of an effectual

and easy support of the garrison at Detroit.

GEORGE TURNBULL, Capt. 2d Bat., 60th Regt.

(The whole of the above document F) received and recorded in the
register's office, in Quebec, on Thursday, 23d of January, 1777, at one
o'clock in the afternoon, in the English register, letter E, page 615.

GEORGE ALLSOPP.
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United States, ) Aracricatx State Papers, vol. 16, u. 384. Tuesday,
to the heirs ot

^ ^.^ ^ ^ igoS. No. 256.
WilliAm Macomb, Deceased. )

"

The board took into consideration the fourth claim of the heirs of the

late William ^lacomb, deceased, to-wit: John, William and David
Macomb, to an island called Hog Island, which was entered with the for-

mer commissioners of the land office at Detroit, in vol. 1, page 354, under
the date of the 2d of December, 1805. This island contains, b}' estima-

tion, seven hundred and four acres, is situate in the strait, about three

miles above the city of Detroit.

Whereupon, George Meldruni was brought forward as a witness iu

behalf of the claimants, who being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, in

the year 1793, the late William Macomb was in possession and occupan-

cy of the premises, and continued so until he died, since which time to

this day the premises have been cultivated b}^ tenants placed thereon hy
one of the executors of the last will and testament of the said William
Macomb. Postponed.

Vol. 16, p. 52.5, Nov. 6, 1809.

The board reconsidered the claim of the heirs of William Macomb,
deceased (No. 256), which was postponed on tlie 2d of August, 1808.

Whereupon, Gabriel Chene was brought forward as a witness in behalf

of the claimants, who, being duly sworn, deposed and said, that, on the

1st July, 1796, George Meldrum was in posssession and cultivated the
premises as tenant to the late William Macomb, and that from that time
to tins day the premises have been cultivated every year by tenants

placed thereon by the claimants, or by one of the executors of the last

will and testament of their father, the said William Macomb; that there

are on the premises two dwelling-houses and two stables, and between
sixty and seventy arpents under cultivation and enclosure. And, there-

upon, it doth appear to the commissioners that the claimants are entitled

to the before described tract of land, or island, but not to exceed six hun-
dred and forty acres, and that they have a certificate thereof, which cer-

tificate shall be No. 256 ; and that they cause the same to be surveyed,

and a plot of the surve^y, with the quantity of land therein contained, to

be returned to the register of the land office at Detroit.

Proceedini's on the petition ol: David and ) r -u o ,ai /^ u r> j j
urn- Af 1 i *• ( Liiber 3, p. 401 Co. Kec. Recordea
William Macomb, praying for a parti- V

j^^^^^^^ 15 igjy
tion of Hog Island and other land. 1 ' j ' >

Petition to the register of the district of Erie, Huron and Detroit.

Recites that April 11, 1790, William Macomb made his will and therein

devised to liis sons, John Macomb (alias John W. Macomb), William
Macomb and David Macomb, all his lands ; and in 1796 said William
Macomb, the elder, died, and that by virtue of the said will, said devisees

came into possession of said lands, and that May 1, 1809, said John W.
Macomb (alias John Macomb) and his wife, Isabella, mortgaged to Alex-
ander Macomb tlie undivided one-third of Hog Island and other land.

That June 1, 1811, or July 24, 1811, the president of the United States
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granted a patent of tract on Hog Island, containing 640 acres, beginning
on border of Hog Island at southwest angle of said island, thence N. 45°,

E. 10 chains, thence N. 89°, E. chains, thence N. 62°, E. 20 chains,

thence N. 70°, E. 7 chains, thence N. 59° 30', E. 20 chains, thence N.
79°, E. 19 chains, thence N. 71°, E. 9 chains, thence N. 27°, E. 27 chains,

34 links, thence N. 75° 45', E. 48 chains, 35 links, thence S. 49°, E. 18

chains, 17 links, thence S. 29°, E. 15 chains, thence S. 20° 30', E. 11

chains 50 links, thence S. 37°, W. 10 chains, thence S. 70°, W. 19 chains,

thence S. 80°, W. 25 chains, thence S. 65°, W. 80 chains, thence S. 89°, W.
32 chains, thence N. 40°, W. 19 chains, thence N. 23° 30', W. 3 chains 3

links to beginning.
That said description was included in said mortgage under the de-

scription of Hog Island. That June 29, 1815, said John W. (alias John)
Macomb died, leaving^ four (4) children, Isabella, Maria de la Merced,
Maria Theresa Elvira and Francis Sarah Dring Macomb, all infants, and
pray that said lands may be partitioned ; on said petition said register

appointed Lewis Cass, John R. Williams and Philip Lecuyer commis-
sioners to make partition in said matter, who report that they have made
such partition (Jan. 7, 1817), and have set off said Hog Island (and other

land) to said David Macomb in severalty.

David B. Macomb, ) W. D. $5,000. Liber 3, p. 454 Co.

to >• Dated March 3, 1817.

Barnaba Campau. ) Rec'd June 11, 1817.

All that certain tract or parcel of land containing 640 acres, situate on
Hog Island at the southwest angle of said island, thence N. 45°, E. 10
chains, thence N. 89°, E. 6 chains, thence N. 62°, E. 7 chains, thence N.
59° 30', E. 20 chains, thence N. 79°, E. 19 chains, thence N. 71°, E. 9 chains,

thence N. 27°, E. 27 chains 34 links, thence N. 75° 42', E. 48 chains 35
links, thence S. 49°, E. 18 chains 70 links, thence S. 29°, E. 15 chains,

thence S. 20° 30', W. 19 chains, thence S. 80°, W. 25 chains, thence S.

65°, W. 80 chains, thence S. 89°, W. 32 chains, thence N. 40°, W. 19 chains,

thence N. 23° 30', W. 3 chains 3 links to the place of beginning, being a
tract or parcel of land originally confirmed to John, William and David
Macomb, heirs of the late William Macomb, and since confirmed to me,
said David B. Macomb, by a decree of the registers' court for the judicial

district of Erie, Huron and Detroit.

Note.—The name of Mary Tiffin Macomb, wife of the said David B.

Macomb, is mentioned in the body of the deed as one of the grantors,

but she neither signs nor acknowledges the deed.

David B. Macomb, ) W. D. $2,000, Liber 4, p. 9 Co.
to V Dated March 3, 1817.

Barnabas Campau. ) Rec'd Nov, 24, 1817.

Certain parcel of land containing 640 acres, situate on Hog Island,

beginning along the border of Hog Island, at the southwest angle of said

island, thence N. 45°, E. 10 chains, thence N. 89°, E. 6 chains, thence N.
62°, E. 20 chains, thence N. 70°, E. 7 chains, thence N. 59° 30'. E, 20
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chains, thence N. 79°, E. 19 chains, thence N. 71°, E. 9 chains, thence N;
27°, E. 20 chains 34 links, thence N. 75° 42', E. 48 chains 35 links, thence

S. 49°, E. IS chains 70 links, thence S. 29° 15 cliains, thence S. 20° 30'-,

W. 19 chains, thence S. 80°, W. 25 chains, thence S. 65°, W. 80 chains,

thence S. 89°, W. 32 chains, thence N. 40°, W. 19 chains, thence N. 23°

30', W. 3 chains and 3 links to place of beginning, being a tract or parcel

of land originally confirmed to John, William and David Macomb, heirs

of the late William Macomb, deceased, and since confirmed to me, the said

David B. Macomb, by decree of the registers' court for the judicial dis-

trict of Erie, Huron and Detroit.

Note.—Mary Tiffin Macomb, wife of the said David B., purports to

be one of the grantors to this instrument, but she does not sign or ac-

knowledge receipt for $5,000, the consideration expressed in the above
instrument from Barnabas Campau, March 3, 1817, and signed by

DAVID B. MACOMB.

Mary T. Macomb, wife of David B. ~\ Release of dower, Liber 4, p. 101, co. $10.

Macomb, To [ Dated June 3, 1817.

Barnabe Campau. ) Rec'd December 29, 1817.

All my right, title, and dower in a certain parcel of land lying and
being on Hog Island in the Detroit river, in the district of Detroit,

Michigan, containing 640 acres,, which was the property of my husband
David B. Macomb.

Note.—One witness. Executed in the state of Ohio.

David B. Macomb,
) Q. D. $500, Liber 7, p. .33 Co.

To I Dated March 4, 1817.

Barnabe Campau. ) Rec'd December 22, 1823.

All my claim and interest to all that tract of land situated on Hog
Island in the Detroit river.

1

American State Papers.

Public Lands, Vol. 5, p, 274.

Dated August 28, 1821.

Claim for private claim 256.

Said Campau, as assignee of David B. Macomb and proprietor of P.

C. 256, being Hog Island, recites the above conveyances to himself and
claims the second concession of 640 acres in conformity to act of con-

gress. Also claims the whole of said Hog Island by virtue of the treaty

with England November 19, 1794, guaranteeing the property of the in-

habitants of the present territory of Michigan to them, this claim having
been entered with the former United States commissioners. December 2,

1805. Vol. 3, p. 354.

Detroit, July 29, 1823.

• Gentlemeni: Independent of my notice of August 28, 1821, which I

filed with the former commissioners in conformity to the then existing

laws of congress as proprietor of Hog Island, being claim No. 256, to
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which I beg leave to refer, claiming the whole of said island, and the
second concession thereof, in conformity to the acts of congress then in
such cases made and provided. I now take the liberty, in conformity
with another act of congress, approved on the 21st of February last, to

renew my notice of said claim, and to state what grounds I, in justice

and equity, expect in consequence of former and present notice to have
the whole of said island confirmed to me, my heirs and assigns by this

honorable board, as well as its appendages, being Lestelle au Sable et le

batture qui va a isle au Jouc, en approchant la dit isle au Cochon; that is to

say, as well as Sandy isle and the sand bar leading to and comprehend-
ing Rush isle, near Hog Island aforesaid; the whole of which appearing
above water being considerably less than an acre in extent, lying and
being about two thousand two hundred feet from Hog Island aforesaid,

as being appendages to the latter, and to which I am entitled, as the
second concession to the same, viz

:

1st. The old commissioners of the land office at Detroit confirm this

claim to the heirs of William Macomb, deceased, their heirs and assigns,

provided it did not exceed six hundred and forty acres of land, for which
quantity your applicant, as assignee of said heirs, holds the President'«

patent.

2d, On actual survey, which your applicant has lately caused to be
made of Hog Island, aforesaid, by .J. Mullett, surveyor general of Michi-
gan, he finds that the said island does not contain the six hundred and
forty acres as patented ; but, on the contrary, there is considerable defi-

ciency; therefore, should Sandy isle, the said bar, and Rush isle, afore-

said, which I heretofore claimed and now claim, be added to Hog Island
as appendages thereto, the whole would not complete the quantity pat-

ented.

3d. Your applicant, independent of the full quantity of six hundred
and forty acres to which he is entitled, as aforesaid, claims the second
concession to the same as a donation, in conformity to the several acts of

congress above referred to. Hog Island, bordering on the river Detroit,

fronting to the south by the line dividing the British dominions in Upper
Canada and this territory, and in rear, towards the north, like the other
farms on the Detroit river, eighty acres in depth, as a second concession
would certainly comprehend Sandy island, the said sand-bar, and Rush
isle, aforesaid, and entitle him, by reason of lands in said river and adja-

cent prior claims, to the residue from the United States lands unsold in

the vicinity adjacent to and back of Hog Island, so confirmed to him as

aforesaid.

Your claimant therefore humbly prays this honorable board to grant
him your subpoena, directed to J. Mullett, to testif}^ in the premises afore-

said, and to cause justice and right to be administered to your claimant;
and, as in dutv bound, he will ever prav.

B. CAMPAU.

On examination of the preceding claim of B. Campau, the commis-
sioners decide as follows: That in consideration of the fact, which is made
to appear, that the survey of the original grant to the claimant did not,

through mistake, contain 640 acres, that the claimant has an equitable
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right to the benefit of the law granting additional donation, or back con-

cession on the Detroit river; that tlie whole of the island called Hog
Island was originally entered upon strong grounds of claim; and believ-

ing that said Hog Island does not contain more than, or very little be-

yond 040 acres, the commissioners recommend that said island be con-
firmed entire to said B. Campau.

Estate of Barnabas Campau. File 1287, probate office. Will of Bar-
nabas Campau, dated October 5; 1845. Probated October 13, 1845.

Appoints Theodore Williams, John B. Campau, Alexander M. Cam-
pau, executors. Gives to Emily C. Campau, John Barnabas Campau and
Alexander M. ('ampau, each, one quarter of his estate, real and personal,

and the other one-fourth to Charles Moran and Theodore Williams, or
survivor in trust, to take charge of, and rent and improve the same dur-
ing the life of the testator's daughter, Angelique, wife of John B. Piquette,

and pay the said Angelique all of the income thereof, after the necessary
charges, taxes, etc., are paid ; and that, upon the decease of said Angel-
ique, without issue or other lineal descendants surviving her, or in the
event of all lineal descendants dying before they become twenty-one years
of age, said Charles Moran and Theodore WiUiams, or survivor, shall

divide said one-fourth sliare between said Emily, John B. and Alexander
M. Campau, their legal representatives, heirs and assigns. The intention
being ,that if no child, grand-child, great-grand-child or other still more
remote descendant in the same direct line of lineal descent shall live to

the age of twenty-one years, then that said one-fourth shall accrue and
be given and distributed by said trustees to said Emily, John B. and
Alexander M. Campau, their legal representatives, etc. And if, upon the
decease of said Angelique, she shall leave surviving her child, children,
or other lineal descendants, as aforesaid, all of whom are under the age
of twenty-one years, the said trustees shall manage said property as during
the life-time of said Angelique, and shall pay the surplus to said children,
and as often as such children arrive at the age of twenty-one years, such
child or other lineal descendants shall have his or her share or portion,
and if any are of the age of twenty one years at the time of the death of

said Angelique, such an one shall be entitled to hih or her portion imme-
diately.

The child or children of any deceased child of said Angelique shall

be entitled to the same share that the parent would have, if living.

The names of the heirs as stated in petition to sell real estate dated
Februarv 7, 18G3, are:

EMILY CAMPAU,
ALEXANDER M. CAMPAU,
ANGELIQUE PIQUETTE.
CHARLi:S L. PIQUETTE, ) nu-jA r t . t>

ELSIE A. PIQUETTE, I
Children of John B.

EMILY A. PIQUETTE. j
liq"ette.

ALEXANDRINE M.WILLIS, ) ^i i^ r t w
ALBERT CAMPAU. '

Children of J. BI Chile

j CaTHOMAS CAMPAU. J
Campau

CiiARi.KS Moran, \ Trustees for Angelique Piquette, and
TiiKODORE Williams, j children of .J. B. Piquette.

Will also recorded January 16, 1872, in Liber 151, p. 580, Co. Rec.
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John- Barnabas Campaii and Alexandrine 1 Q. D. Liber 79. p. &9, co; $5O,ft0O.

M., his wife, to [• Dated March 15, 1859.
Eben N. Willcox. ) Rec'd April 4, 1859.

'liie undivided fourth part of all '' Hog " Island or " Belle " Isle, with
all its fisheries and rights of fishery, and points, projections and strips

and bars of lands thereto attached or belonging, whether covered by
water or otherwise. Also other land.

Eben N. Willcox and Marie Louise, \ Q D. Liber 79, p. 70, co. $50,000.
his wife, to (• Dated March 16, 1859.

Alexandrine M, Catnpau. ) Rec'd April 4, 1859.

Undivided fourth of Hog Island, etc., as in preceding deed.

Signed
E. N. WILLCOX.

Alexandrine M. Willis

vs.

Emily Campau, Alexander M. Campau, / I^iis Pendens. Liber I, p. 38. Lis

Charles Moran and Theodore Williams, )
fen. No. 527.

trustees, and Charles Piquette, Therese y
Pobrxiary 3. 1862.

Piquette, Eliza Piquette, and Eugene
St. Amour.

Notice of commencement of a suit in Wayne Count}^ Circuit Court in

Chancery in favor of said complainant and against said defendants.

For partition of land in Wayne county, Michigan, being all that par-

cel of land situate in the Detroit river, Wayne county, Michigan, com-
monly known as " Hog Island,'' or " Belle Isle," containing about seven
hundred acres.

THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE COUNTY OP WAYNE, IN CHANCERY.

Alexandrine M. Willis, \
1

vs.

Emily Campau, Alexandei- M. Campau
j

t -i -.^o ,, ooo p^
and Theodore Williams, as trustees; i t) ,. j A^^'rl 99 I'sr*?
Charles Piquette, Emily A. Piquette,

( Op/ Mav 4 "iSfifi
Eliza Piquette, infants; Eugene F. St. !

^'^^- '^^^ -^' ^'^^^

Amour, and Angelique Piquette,guard-
)

ian of said infants.

Stipulation that the testimony of Alexander M. Campau may be taken
as to the title of the parties to the premises sought to be partitioned by
the bill filed in this cause and returned to this court without formal
reference to a commissioner. That such testimony shall have the same
effect as if reported to the court upon order of reference and that parti-

tion of said premises described in said bill shall be made, and that
Edmund A. Brush, Robert P. Toms and George Jerome ma}' be ap-
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pointed commissioners for the purpose of making such partition by the

decretal order of this court.

Signed, ALEXANDEE M. WILLIS,
Bv E. N. Wilcox and O. B., her solicitors.

ALEX. M. CAMfAU,
EMILIE CAMPAU

,

ANGELIQUE PIQUETTE,
Griiardiau.

C. MOEAN,
THEO. WILLIAMS,

Trustees,

GRAY AND O'FLYNN,
Solicitors for Defendatit.

Alexandrine M. Willis,

vs.

Emily Campau, Alexander M. Campau, and
Charles Moran and Theodore Williams, as > d f rl \f ^ isrn
trustees; Charles Piquette, Emily A. Piquette,

( ^^f Metro's isL
Eliza Piquette, infants ; Eugene St. Amoui-,
and Angelique Piquette, guardian of said in

fants.

Decree, Liber 113, p. 384.

Dated May 5, 1860.

Rec, May 28, 1866.

Decree of Circuit Court, Wayne county, adjudging that the complain-
ant, Alexandrine M. Willis, is entitled to one equal undivided one-fourth
part of said premises so sought to be partitioned ; that the defendant,
Emily Campau, is entitled to one equal undivided one-fourth of said

premises; that the defendant, Alexander M. Campau, is entitled to one
equal undivided one-fourth part of said premises; and that the defend-
ants Charles Moran and Theodore Williams, trustees, are entitled, as

such trustees, to one equal undivided one-fourth part, subject to the uses

and purposes and trusts in the last will of the late Barnabas Campau.
It is further ordered that partition be made of the premises described

in the bill in this cause, which is as follows: That tract of land in De-
troit river, Wayne county, Michigan, known as Hog Island, or " Belle
Isle," containing about 700 acres, among the parties to this suit; and also

that Edmund A. Brush, Robert P. Toms and George Jerome be appointed
commissioners for the purpose of such partition, as above decreed, and
that a commission issue to them for that purpose.

Liber 113, p. 386, County Records. )

Dated June 5, 1862. Rec, May 28, 1866.
\

Report of commissioners Edmund A. Brush, Robert P. Toms anp
George Jerome to the circuit court, of the partition of the estate of Bar-
nabas Campau, in a cause wherein Alexandrine M. Willis was complain-
ant, and Emily Campau, Alexander M. Campau, Charles Moran, Theo-
dore Williams, trustees, Charles and Emily A. and Eliza Piquette, infants^

Eugene St. Amour, Angelique Piquette, guardian of said infants, were
defendants. Commission authorizing the partition and supplemental
decree of said court, authorizing said courts to partition and set apart
such portion of said premises as could not be partitioned without preju-

dice to the same. VVe, the said commissioners, have made partition in

the manner following: A part of said premises, consisting of valuable
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fisheries, we found incapable of partition without great prejudices to all

the parties, we caused to be set apart for sale according to the provisions

of said supplemental order and commission, and we have designated them
as follows

:

South point fishery, containing 2 12-100 acres; East point fishery,

containing 6 46-100 acres, with the right of seine fishing up to the line

between lots 3 and 4 extended into Detroit river, which right is reserved

and made appurtenant forever to said fishery; and North point fishery,

containing 8 34-100 acres, with the right of seine fishing up to the line

between lots 3 and 4 extended into the Detroit river, which right is ex-
pressly reserved and made appurtenant forever to said fishery, and which
we marked upon the plat of said island herewith returned and made a
part of this report.

We caused the remaining portion of said island to be divided into

four parts, as follows :

Lot I., containing 37 acres of improved and timber land and 13 acres

of marsh, in all 50 acres, with the brick and other buildings and dock.

Lot II., containing 146 acres of timber and improved land and
27 11-100 acres of marsh, in all 173 11-100 acres—reserving from said lot

where it joins III. and IV. a strip of land 33 feet in width and running
across said lot II. to form one -half of the private road on said map de-
signated.

.' Lot III., containing 160 acres of timber land and 60 acres of marsh,
in all 220 acres—reserving from said lot where it joins lot II. a strip of
land 33 feet in width and running across said lot III. to form one-half of

the private road on said map designated.

Lot IV., containing 159 acres of timbered land, 23 acres of black-ash
swamp and 32 61-100 acres marsh, in all 214 61-100 acres—reserving

from said lot where it joins lot No. II. a strip of land 33 feet in width and
running across said lot IV. to form one-half of the private road on said

map designated, according to said plat.

That we have set off in severalty to said Alexander M. Campau said

lot I.; to said Alexandrine M. Willis lot II.; to said Charles Moran and
Theodore Williams, trustees, in trust for the said Charlotte Piquette,

Emily A. Piquette and Eliza Piquette, said lot III.; to said Emily Cam-
pau said lot IV.

Alexandrine M. Willis (late Campau) and Richard
")
Q. D. $1,900, Liber 96, p. 68

Storrs Willis, her husband, to K Co. Date Aug. 12, 1862.

;,,^ ,, V. .
Alexander M.. Campau. ) Rec'd Aug. 12, 1862.

All the interest, etc., of said Alexandrine to the fisheries of Hog
Island, or Belle Isle, the interest of said Alexandrine being the equal un-
divided one-quarter part of said fisheries, described as follows, to-wit

:

1st. East point fishery, commencing at a point on the border of De-
troit river, running thence N. 40°, E. 21 chains 30 links to the border of

said river, thence along the border of said river S. 14° 35', E. 4 chains 30
Jinks, thence S. 7°, W. 2 chains 72 links, thence S. 19° 45', W. 4 chains 23
links, thence S. 51°, W. 2 chains 45 links, thence S. 18° 15', E 1 chain 86
links, thence S. 57° 30', W. 1 chain.58 links, thence N. 15° 20', W. 1 chain
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17 links, thence N. 81° 30', W. 3 chains,.thence S. 65° 30', W. 4 chains 14

links, thence S. 71° 15', W, 3 chains 64 links to the place of beginning, con-

taining 6 46-100 acres, together with the exclusive right of fishing for whit©

fish along the channel bank of the Detroit river from the southerly or

southeasterly point of said fishery to a point at the intersection of said

channel bank, with the line of partition drawn through Hog Island on a

course N. 65° 15' E. extended according to the plat of partition filed by
the commissioners in partition of said island.

2d. North point fishery, commencing at a point on the border of the

Detroit river, and running thence along the border of said river N. 1° 10',

W'. 9 chains 6 links, thence N. 51° 40', E. 1 chain 59 links, thence N. 85°

45', E. 1 chain 98 links, thence S. 73° 15', E. 1 chain 40 links, thence S.

38° 20', E. 12 chains 73 links, thence N. 89° 15', W. 12 chains 28 links to

the place of beginning, containing 8 34-100 acres, together with the exclu-

sive right of fishing for white fish along the channel bank of the Detroit

river from the southerly or southwesterly point of said fishery to a point

at the intersection of said channel bank with the line of partition drawn
through said Hog Island on a course N. 65° 15' E. extended according

to said plat.

3d. South point fishery, commencing at a point on the border of the

Detroit river, running thence N. 69°, E. 19 chains 10 links to the border

of said river, thence S. 68° 40' W. along the border of said river 1 chain

95 links, thence S. 57° 25', W. along the border of said river 11 chains 68

links, thence S. 88° 45', W. along the border of said river 7 chains to the

place of beginning, containing 2 12-100 acres, all in Wayne county, Mich.

Charles Moran, Trustee under will of

Barnabas Campau, deceased,

to
Trustees' I). Liber 163, p. 609 Co.

,^1, 1 T T>- »f TTT A n*-f 1 11 y SI. Date May 28, 1873. Rec'd
Charles L. Piquette, Eiise A. Mitchell, I t »? ie-'>

Emily A. Piquette, children of An-
|

'^""*' 7, 18/o.

gelique Piquette, deceased.
j

All that part of the island in the Detroit river in township of Ham-
trarack called Belle Isle, being lot 3 of sub. of said island, containing

222 acres, more or less.

Executed in pursuance of will of Barnabas Campau.
A copy of will recorded in Liber 151, p. 580 Co. Rec. signed C.

Moran, trustee.

Grantor is surviving trustee mentioned in said will, and conveys all

interest which said first party should or could grant by virtue of the will

of said Barnabas Campau, deceased.

Charles L. Piquette, Elsie \ Q. D. and Liber 163, p. 606 Co.

A. xMitchell, ( Partition dated June 6, 1873.

to t .SI, etc, Rec'd June 7, 1873.

Emily A. Piquette. ) 87 j^^\ acres, part of lot 3.

Beginning at a point on southerly line of said lot 3, said point being

60 chains 52 links, neither more or less, from southeast corner of lot 3,

thence N. 24° 45', W. 27 chain.s 78 links to border of Detroit river, thence
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easterly along the border of said river and the southerly line of north

point fishery to southeast corner of said north point fishery, thence

southerly along the easterly line of said lot 3 to south line of said lot 3,

thence S. 65° 15', W. 34 chains 72 links to beginning; also other land.

Q,. D., with covenants against grantors' acts.

Charles L. Piquette and Emily A. ) Q. D. and Liber 163, p. 607 Co. Partition.

Piquette to [ Dated June 6, 1873. $1.00, etc. Rec'd

Elise A. Mitchell. ) June 7, 187.3. Part of lot 3— .50 acres.

Beginning at the southwesterly corner of said lot 3, and running

north 65° 15', east along the south line of said lot 3—30 chains 59 links,

neither more or less, thence north 24° and 40 links west, parallel to the

west line of said lot, 19 chains 85 links to the border of Detroit river,

thence westerly along the border of the Detroit river to west line of said

lot 3, thence south 24° 45', east 18 chains 55 links to beginning. Also

other land.

Q. D. with covenants against grantors' acts.

Elise A. Mitchell and Emile A.
)

Q. D. and Liber 163, p. 611, Co. Partition.

Piquette (signed Emilie A.) [• Dated June 6, 1873. ,$l.OO, etc. Rec'd June 7,

to Charles L. Piquette. ) 1873. Part of lot 3, 82^^^ acres.

Beginning at a point in the southerly line of lot 3, said point being

30 chains 59 links, neither more or less, from southwesterly corner of

said lot 3, thence N. 55° 15', E. along the S. line of said lot 29 chains 93

links, neither more or less, thence K. 24° 45', W. parallel to W. line of

said lot 27 chains 78 links to border of Detroit river, thence westerly

along the border of Detroit river, to a line parallel to and distant 30

chains 59 links from W. line of said lot 3, thence S. 24° 45', E. 19 chains

85 links to beginning. Also other land. Q. D. with covenants against

grantors' acts.

Alex. M. Campau \ Lease. Liber 181. p. 618, Co,

to ( $500 per annum.

Thomas Lorimer, William Lorimer, Thomas i Dated January 3, 1876.

Lorimer, Jr. ) Rec'd January 8, 1876.

Thirty-five acres, more or less, lower portion of Belle Isle, particularly

described as the brick house and premises surrounding, being grove,

orchard, and field situated on west of said orchard, with the shoal form-

ing a portion of said island, extending within channel banks of Detroit

river to the wreck of the Nile, reserving fishing ground and houses, sta-

bles and pond on east and south side of said island ; also reserving fish-

ing grounds on west and northwest shores, and the right to establish

fishing grounds on said shoals and to erect and control telegraph lines

;

also right of ingress and egress for himself and all employes; also

right to use wharves for landing purposes, pile driving and right to

repair and protect said premises.

Lease for term of six years from January 1, 1876, at annual rental of

$500, in three equal installments on the first day of June, July and
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August. Said second parties are not to hold said first party lia,ble for

damages in case any part of said island should be taken by public
authority for bridge, railroad, or any other purpose.

Elise A. Mitchell
) Q. D. $1,500. Liber 196, p. 429, Co.

to [ Dated November 1.3, 1876.

Emilie A. Sands. ) Rec'd December 1, 1876.

All grantor's interest in north, south and east point fisheries belong-
ing to the estate of Barnabas Campau, deceased, now held under lease by
Alex. M. Campau, executor of said estate, intending to convey all her
interest in the fisheries belonging to said estate, on or in the vicinity of

Belle Isle. Executed in Illinois.

) File 8187 and Liber 85, p. 401. Probate Rec.

Charles Louis Piquette. [- Will. Dated May 11, 1876.

) Proved and allowed January 8, 1877.

Gives to his wife, Fanny Ellison Piquette, all his estate real and per-

sonal absolutely, appoints her executrix and guardian of his children.

Executed in Paris, France, and probated in Wayne county. Executrix
iand legatee's bond dated January 13, 1877, and filed and approved Jan-
uary 23, 1877.

Richard Storrs Willis and Alexandrine ) W. D. $50,000. Liber 217. p. 605, Co-

; M., his wife, to [ Dated July 23, 1879.

City of Detroit. ) Rec'd September 11, 1879.

All interest in Belle Isle, said interest consisting of lot No. 2 of tb«

sub. of said isle, containing 173 acres. Executed in Massachusetts.

Emilie Campau
)

W. D. $50,000. Liber 217, p. 612, Co.

to V Dated July 19, 1879.

City of Detroit, j Rec'd September 12, 1879.

All interest in Belle Isle, said interest consisting of lot 4 of the sub
containing 214 61-100 acres and the undivided I interest in the north
and east and south point fisheries. Executed in Washington, D. C.

Alexander M. Campau and Eliza S.,") W. D. §50,000, Liber 217. p. 617 Co.

his wife, to y Dated July 26, 1879.

City of Detroit. ) Rec'd Sept. 15, 1879.

All interest in Belle Isle, consisting of lot 1 of the sub. of said island,

containing 50 acres ; also the undivided one-half interest in the north
and east and south point fisheriss.

Fannie E Piquette, ) W. D. $16,666.66, Liber 221, p. 152 Co.

to [ Dated July 29, 1879.

City of Detroit. ) Rec'd Sept. 25, 1879.

All interest in Belle Isle, consisting of that part of lot 3 of sub. of

said island, commencing at a point in southerly line of said lot 3, 30
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chains 59 links from southwest corner of said lot 3, thence N. 65° 15', E.

along the south line of said lot 29 chains 93 links, thence N. 24° 45', W.
parallel to W. line of said lot 27 chains 78 links to the border of Detroit

river, thence westerly along said border to a line parallel to and distant

30 chains 59 links from W. line of said lot 3, thence S. 24° 45', E. 19

chains 85 links to beginning, containing 82 52-100 acres, more or less

;

also an undivided one-twelfth interest in the northeast and south point

fisheries.

Elise A. Mitchel, ) W. D. $16,666.66, Liber 221, p. 154 Co.

to [ Dated July 19, 1879.

City of Detroit. ) Rec'd Sept. 25, 1879.

All interest in Belle Isle, consisting of that part of lot 3 of the sub, of
said island, commencing at the southwesterly corner of said lot 3, thence
N. 65° 15', E. along S. line of said lot 30 chains 59 links, thence N. 24°
40', W. parallel to W. line of said lot 3, 19 chains 85 links to border of
river Detroit, thence westerly along the border of said river to W. line of
said lot 3, thence S. 25° 45', E. 18 chains 55 links to beginning, containing
50 acres.

Emilie A. Sands) W. D. $16,666,66. Liber 221, p. 159, Co.

to [ Dated July 19, 1879.

City of Detroit. J Rec'd Sept. 25, 1879.

All interest in Belle Isle, consisting of that part of lot 3 of the sub. of
said island, commencing at a point in the southerly line of said lot 3, 60
chains 52 links from the S. corner of said lot 3, thence N. 24° 45', w! 27
chains 78 links to border of river Detroit, thence easterly along the bor-
der of said river and the southerly line of the north point fishery, thence
S. along the easterly line of said lot 3 to the S. line of said lot 3, thence
S. 65° 15', W. 34 chains 72 links, more or less, to beginning, containing
87 52-100 acres ;

also the undivided two-twelfths interest in the north-
east and south point fisheries.

MORTGAGES.
Liber 1, p. 18, Probate E«c.

John W. McComb and Isabella, '\ M. $9,700. Liber 2, p. 365, Co.
bis wife, to V Dated May 1, 1809.

Alexander McComb. \ Rec'd November 22,

Undivided J of Hog Island, containing 704 acres. Also other land.
No venue to acknowledgment, and not officially signed.

Liber 18, p. 22, Probate Eec.
Alexander McComb ) Assg't. Liber 2, p. 368, Co.

to [ $7,700. Dated October 25, 1809.

John A. Rucker. ) Rec'd November 22, 1810.

Assignment of " within mortgage." One witness. No venue to ac-
knowledgment. Acknowledgment not officially signed.
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William McComb i £1515 3s. lld^ being $3,787.99^ Libar 2, p. 373, Co.

to > Dated January 26, 1811.

Henry Jackson Hunt. ) Rec'd , .

Undivided one-third of Hog Island. Also other land. Execution
proved by subscribing witness.

William McComb ) M. $272. Liber 2. p. 428, Co.

to y Dated May 1, 1811.

William Hull. ) Rec'd April 2, 1814.

Undivided one-third of Hog Island. Also other land.

William Hull, by Henry J. Hunt, his
)

Assg't $405.28. Liber 5. p. 254, Oo.

attorney and agent to - Dated July 30, 1819.

Anan Harmon. ) Rec'd July 30, 1819.

Assignment of mortgage given bv Wm. Macomb to William Hull.
Executed May 1, 1811, for $272.

William Hull ) Power of attorney. Liber 5, p. 254, Co.

to > Dated October 14, 1815,

Henry Jackson Hunt.) Rec. July 30, 1819.

Power " to deliver to William M. Macomb a deed of quit claim duly
executed by myself and Sarah Hull, my wife, bearing even date with
these presents, of all m}^ right, title, and interest which I have by virtue
of a mortgage, deed, or any other way or manner to his said Wm.
Macomb's real estate in Michigan, and to execute to said Wm. Macomb
any other instrument which may be necessary in the premises, on condi-
tion that the said William Macomb pays to the said Henry Jackson
Hunt, as my attorney, the full amount, principal and interest, of a debt
due to me, the said Wm. Hull, which is secured by a mortgage on the
estate of the said William Macomb, lying in the Territory of Michigan."
Executed in Massachusetts.

Anan Harman 1 Release. Liber 5, p. 275, Co,

to [ $1.00. Dated July 30, 1819.

Wm. Macomb. ) Rec. July 30, 1819.

Release of Hog Island and other land from the preceding mortgage*
and release of one other mortgage.

Alexander M. Campau and Eliza S., \ ,, ^j... _„,, t ., , , ,, ,,,,, ,,

his wife to
^^- •^^''^^- ^'°^'' ^^'^' P- ^^^•^' ^•

uis wue, lo \

Dated June 9 1875
William B. Moran, executor of estate f ^ , , « '

, o^-

'

of Alfred J. Ducharme. )
^^'- '^""^ ^^^ ^^^''^

Land in Wayne county, Michigan, lot 1 of sub. of Belle Isle, in th^

Detroit river, containing 50 acres, as per recorded plat.
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William B. Moran, executor of estate of ) Release. Liber 118, p. 109 M.
Alfred J. Ducharme, to V Dated August 16, 1878.

Alexander M. Campau and wife, ) Rec. August 16, 1878.

Release of preceding mortgage.

Charles L. Piquette and Fannie E.,") M. $30,000. Liber 120, p. 326, M.
his wife. to V Dated October 23, 1875.

Charles Moran. \ Rec. October 25, 1875.

Land as above. Liber 163, p. 611, Co. Also other land. Charles
Moran, estate of; file 8240, Probate office. Deceased died intestate Oc-
tober 13, 1876. William B. Moran appointed administrator; bond dated
December 13, 1876.

Wm. B. Moran. Admin, of C. Moran 1 Assg't $30,000, Liber 15, p. 483, Assg'ts.

estate, to I Dated Nov. 30, 1877.

Justina Moran. ) Rec'd Nov. 30, 1877.

Assignment of preceding mortgage.

Elise A. Mitchell, ") M. $2,000. Liber 121, p. 249, M.
to V Dated Dec. 29, 1875.

Levi L. Barbour, j Rec'd Jan. 25, 1876.

Land as above. Liber 163, p. 607 Co. Also other land. Executed
in France. Signed Mitchell.

Levi L. Barbour, ") Assg't. $2,000. Liber 13, p. 263, Assg'ts.

to [ Dated Jan. 25^ 1876.

Mechanics' Bank of Detroit. ) Rec'd Jan. 28,' 1876.

Assignment of preceding mortgage.

Mechanics' Bank of Detroit, ~\ Release. Liber 121, p. 249 Co.

by President, to I Dated June 19, 1877.

Elise A. Mitchell. ) Rec'd June 19, 1877.

Release of preceding mortgage. (No corporate seal attached.)

Elise A. Mitchell, ^ M. $2,000.

to ( Liber 117, p. 53, M
Society of Alumni of the T Dated Sept. 2, 1876.

University of Michigan, j Rec'd Sept. 6, 1876.

Land as above. Liber 163, p. 607 Co. 50 acres. Subject to mort-
gage recorded in Liber 121, p. 249, M.

Elise A. Mitchell, ^ M. $2,000.

to f Liber 126, p. 335, M.
Society of Alumni of the

|
Dated July 28, 1876.

University of Michigan. ) Eec'd Aug, 8, 1876.

Land as above. Liber 163, p. 607 Co. 50 acres. Subject to mort-

gage recorded in Liber 121, p. 249, M.
39
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Elise A. Mitchell/) M. $1,000. Liber 115, p. 518, M,
to I Dated Nov. 19, 1878.

Adelia L. Abbott. \ Rec'd Nov. 22, 1878.

Land as above. Liber 163, p. 607 Co. Executed in D. C, 50 acres.

Also other land.

Adelia L. Abbott, ) Kelease. $1, Liber 201, p. 85, Dis.

to [ Dated Sept. 5, 1879.

Elise A. Mitchell. ) Rec'd Sept. 9, 1879.

Release of mortgage dated Nov. 19, 1878, on part lot 3 sub. Belle Isle.

50 acres, described as in preceding mortgage.

Emilie Campau,
|

M. $7,000. Liber 117, p. 73, M.
to I Dated April 11, 1877.

Robert E. Mix. ) Rec'd April 19, 1877.

North one-half of lot 4, being about 107 30-100 acres. Executed in

D. C.

Robert E. Mix, ] Assg't $7,000. Liber 15, p. 398, Assg'ts.

to [ Dated April 16, 1877.

Wm. B. Moran. ) Rec'd Nov. 1, 1877.

Assignment of preceding mortgage. Executed in Ohio.

Wm B. JVIoran, Admin, of estate of
J

Assg't, $7,000. Liber 6, p. 564, Assg'ts.

C. Moran, to I Dated Nov. 27, 18'V7.

Mary J. Mix. ) Rec'd Nov. 28, 1877.

Assignment of preceding mortgage. Said Moran acknowledges as

Admin, and in his own right.

Alexander M. Campau and Eliza S., \

bis wife, ) M. $2,700. Liber 149, p. 6, M.
to Dated June 9, 1878.

William B. Moran, Extr. of estate of i Rec'd Aug. 16, 1878.

A. J. Ducharme.
/

Lot 1 of sub. of Belle Isle. 50 acres.

Elise A. Mitchell, ) M. $1,000. Liber 148, p. 166, M.
to V Dated Oct. 25, 1878.

Charles King. ) Rec'd Nov. 14, 1878.

That part of lot 3, Belle Isle, beginning at southwest corner of said

lot 3 and running N. 65° 15', E. along the S. line of said lot 3 30 chains
59 links, thence N. 24° 45', W. parallel to the W. line of said lot 19
chains 85 links to border of Detroit river, thence westerly along the bor-
der of the Detroit river to the W. line of said lot, thence S. 24° 45', E. 18
chains 55 links to beginning. 50 acres. Executed in D. C.
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Charles King, *) Release, Liber — , p), — , Dis.

to V Dated Aug. 28, 1879.

JBli8e,.A. Mitchell. \ Rec'd Sept. 9, 1879.

Release of preceding mortgage.

Charles King, \ Attachment. No. 286.

vs. j- Attachment made June 14, 1879.

Fannie E. Piquette. ) Filed June 16, 1879.

Attachment on writ issued out of the circuit court for Wayne county.
Amount claimed due, $3,985.35,

That part of lot 3 of sub. of Belle Isle beginning at a point on thesouth-
erly line of said lot, 30 chains 59 links from the southwesterly corner of

lot 3, thence N. 65° 15', E. along S. line of said lot 3 29 chains and 93
links, thence N. 24° 45', W. parallel to W. line of said lot 27 chains 78
links to river, thence westerly along river to a line parallel to and distant

30 chains 59 links from W. line of said lot, thence S. 24 chains 45 links,

E. 19 chains 85 links to beginning, containing 82 52-100 acres. Also
all her right in the northeast and south point fisheries. Also other land.

The Society of the Alumni of the University ) Release. Liber 16, p, 326, Dis.

of Michigan, to V Dated Sept, 8, 1879.

Elise A, Mitchel. \ Rec'd Sept. 25, 1879,

Release of mor gage recorded in Liber 117, p. 53, M.

Marie J. Mix, ) Release. Liber 16, p. 327, Dis.

to V Dated , 1879.

Emilie Campau. ) Rec'd Sept. 25, 1879. Acknowledged Sept. II, 1879.

Release of mortgage recorded in Liber 117, p. 73, M.

The Society of the Alumni of the University ) Release, Liber 16, p. 325, Dia.

of Michigan, to V Dated Sept. 8, 1879.

Elise A. Mitchel. ) Rec'd Sept, 25, 1879,

Relea.se of mortgage recorded in Liber 126, p. 335, M.

Wra. B, Moran, Extr., ) Release. Liber 21, p. 454, Dis.

to y Dated Sept. 8, 1879.

Alexander M. Campau and wife. ) Rec'd Sept. 25, 1879,

Release of mortgage recorded in Liber 149, p. 6, M,
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NARRATIVE OF COLONEL MICHAEL SHOEMAKER,
Of the Part Taken by the Thirteenth Kegiment Michigan Volunteer Infantry

IN the Battle of Stone river, or Murfreesboro, in Tennessee, on the 29th,

30th and 31st December, 1862, and the 1st, 2d and 3d JANrARY, 1863.

On Friday, the 26th of December, 1862, the Army of the Curober-
land, commanded by Gen. H. S. Rosecrans, broke up their camp near
Nashville, Tennessee, and commenced moving towards Murfreesboro.

The Thirteenth regiment of Michigan volunteer infantry, of which
I was in command, was part of the third brigade of the first division of
the left wing, which was under the command of Maj. Gen. Thomas Crit-

tenden, of Kentucky.
Our brigade was commanded by Col. Chas. G. Harker, of the sixty-fifth

regiment Ohio volunteer infantry, and was composed of the fifty-first regi-

ment Indiana volunteer infantry, Col. A. S. Straight ; the seventy-third
regiment Indiana volunteer infantry, Col. Hathaway ; the sixty-fourth
Ohio volunteer infantry, Col. J. Ferguson; sixty-fifth Ohio volunteer
infantry, Lieut. Col. Young; my own regiment and the sixth Ohio light
battery, commanded by Capt. Cullen Bradley.

Col. Harker was a graduate of West Point, a young man about twenty-
six years of age. Our division moved out towards Lavergne in the rain,

which continued to fall all the forenoon. The enemy were directly in
our front, and there was more or less skirmishing with our advance
guards during the afternoon. The confederate army, commanded by
Gen. Braxton Bragg, which had retreated from Kentuck}^ was encamped
between Nashville and Murfreesboro, and we encountered their outposts
soon after leaving our camp. They resisted our advance, giving ground
only as they were forced to do by the pressure in front and want of
support by the main body of their army, which would, if it had been
given, have brought on a general battle.

We encamped for the night near Lavergne. On the 27th we con-
tinued our advance, my regiment inarching with full regimental front
on the left of the road, and as the other regiments advanced on our
right and left, in the same manner, the whole face of the ground was
swept over. Our skirmishers, who w^ere well in advance, were almost
constantly engaged, and at Lavergne the first brigade of our division
had quite a sharp fight, with a number of men killed and wounded,
before they could dislodge the confederate forces from the houses and
other defenses which they occupied. There was skirmishing and fight-

ing along our entire front all day, the enemy slowly but constantly retreat-
ing as we steadily advanced, but disputing every inch of ground.

They kept a battery in the road, which would occupy ever}' elevation
in il and fire upon us until we came dangerously near, when they would
limber up and retreat to the next favorable position, where they would
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halt and again open fire upon our ranks. This was repeated all the day,

and gave us considerable annoyance. We moved forward in this man-
ner to Stewart's creek, where we encamped. The rain fell steadily all of

the afternoon, but did not in any manner retard our progress. There
was heavy firing on our right ail day. We remained in camp on the

creek from Saturday night until Monday morning. Sunday was a very
pleasant day. The birds were out singing, so much so as not only to

attract our attention, but also to afford us great pleasure, it being to us a
novel experience for a day in mid-winter. I took advantage of my
leisure moments and wrote to my wife, with a pencil, as follows:

" Stewart's Creek, December 28, 1862.

My Dear Wife—We have had three days of hard work, with more
or less fighting every day, A few men have been killed and quite a
number wounded, but none in my regiment, though we were under fire

each day. Yesterday, at Lavergne, we had quite a heavy skirmish, and
a shell struck a short distance in front of me, but did not explode. Christ-

mas day we were out all day for forage. We drove the confeder-ates

three miles and loaded three hundred wagons. We did not get back
into camp till long aftet dark. Got supper and to bed about 11 p. m.

The next morning the whole army commenced to advance, and we are

now within eight miles of Murfreesboro. The enemy contest every foot

of ground, and we expect a strong opposition when we attempt to cross

Stewart's creek, on which we are now resting. Friday and Saturday were
very unpleasant—we had rain half of each day. This is a very pleasant
Sunday morning. It is now 10 a. m., and you, I suppose, are preparing to

go to church. We shall undoubtedly go on to Murfreesboro and may have
a big fight. * * * I doubt if we shall have anything like a battle

until we pass that point. I wrote a long letter on the 24th. I have
received none since the 23d. I suppose communication will now be
very irregular. There is a report that the rebels have possession of

the railroad at Cave City. If so it will interrupt the mails. When
I learned we were to advance I made no application for leave, as I

would not be away from my regiment at such a time. We are all sitting

around a camp fire awaiting orders. We have but three wagons to a
regiment, and our accommodations are of course limited, yet we all enjoy
it, with all its discomforts and hardships. It is early up and late out
now every day, and frequently after being out all day we have to do
picket duty all night. We took quite a number of prisoners yesterday.

They say we will have a battle at Murfreesboro, but I don't believe it.

Lieut. Col. Worden is not with us. * * * Kiss the children for me.
Affectionately your husband,

M. SHOEMAKER.
Our skirmishers crossed Stewart's creek on Sunday afternoon and

captured a wagon load of muskets and sabres.

THE FIRST DAY OF THE BATTLE.

Monday morning, December 29th, 1862, broke bright and pleasant,

the birds singing as though all the world was at peace, and as happy as

they.
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Our army resumed its march and we advanced to Stone river under
a continuous fire from the confederates. Our brigade struck the river at

the ford, just below Murfreesboro, where it bends to the east, and on the

east side of the raih'oad. About sun-set we were ordered to cross the

river and force our wa\' into Murfreesboro. My regiment was on the left

and in the advance, with company "A," Lieut. VanArsdale, and com-
pany "I," Lieut. Slayton, thrown forward as skirmishers under command
of Major Culver. The confederate troops occupied the opposite bank,
and as we entered the river we were received with a perfect shower of

balls, which did us no damage, as they all passed over our heads, but they
kept up a disagreeable pattering in the leaves and branches under which
we were advancing. The ground occupied by the enemy was much
higher than the river, and this probably was the cause of their shooting
so wdde of their mark. They retired as we advanced, and we continued
our onward march up the bank, through the woods, until we reached a
cornfield, where we halted and corrected our alignment. I found my
regiment quite in advance and considerably overlapping the fifty-

first Indiana. In getting my regiment into position I placed part of my
men so that they could enfilade an}'^ force appfi'oaching us. The entire

brigade was now ordered to lie down on their arms and await further

orders. It was now quite dark, and evident that the confederates were
in front in force but not in battle array. I could distinctly hear their

officers giving the words of command, and that apparently in hot baste,

for the purpose of securing a proper formation to resist our attack.

I have always been of the opinion tiiat, if our advance had not been
stopped by order of our own superior officers, we would have surprised

the enemy before they could have formed their ranks, and would have
driven them from their position, wliich would have left Murfreesboro
open to us without further fighting or opposition of any kind. The con-
federates would then have retreated to the Tennessee river without giv-

ing ug battle; but as it had to be fought, perhaps the ground was as

favorable for us here as it would have been elsewhere. The confederates

evidently were not expecting us to cross Stone river so late in the day,

and were not, in my opinion, prepared to offer an effectual resistance to

our advance had it continued directly upon them after reaching the corn-

field in which we halted.

While our forces were lying in the corn-field, and between 9 and 10
o'clock p. M., the enemy, who had now got into line, poured volley after

voile}' into what they supposed to be our position. They were correct in

locating my regiment, and had not my men been lying down our loss

would have been quite large, for the bullets rattled among the corn-

Btalks above our heads like hail-stones. As it was we had but two casu-

alties; one boy was wounded within a few feet of myself, and Walter De-
long, orderly sergeant of company " F," who was in advance with the

skirmish line, was killed. Tlius the first man wounded and the first killed

in the battle of Stone river, or Murfreesboro, belonged to the TJiirteenth

Michigan.
About 11 r. M. we were ordered to recross the river, which we did as

silently as possible, and my regiment bivouacked in the open field on
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the rising ground near the river. I was very mucli fatigued, having
been on the move since three o'clock in the morning. Randall, my at-

tendant, took m}-- saddle from my horse, placed it on the ground as a
pillow, with a thin rubber blanket for a mattress, and on it I stretched

myself, with my cap on my head, booted and spurred, my sword buckled
to my side—in fact, I lay down accoutred as I had been throughout the
day. My head was hardly on the saddle before I was sound aslee[),

although the crack of the musket could still be heard quite frequently.

Adjutant Culver said to me the next morning, "Colonel, your head was
not fairly on the saddle before you commenced snoring, and you snored
so loudly that I could not get to sleep for an hour." I want it under-
stood that ordinarily I do not snore at all, but at this time owing to ex-

traordinary fatigue I had undergone, I undoubtedly made some lively

music of that kind.

TIIK SECOND DAY.

The morning of the 30th of December was quite bleak and cold. It

was ushered in with sharp skirmishing ; the confederates again occupy-
ing the ground on the opposite side of the river, from which we had
driven them the night before. Our brigade did not change its position

during the day, and some of my men built several impromptu wind-
brakes or shields, with rails and corn-stalks, to protect them from the
strong, cold and piercing wind which prevailed all day. This was done
on our left and over a rise of ground which protected them from the fire

of the enemy, as they could not be seen by any of them within musket
shot, though even there the whiz of the bullets as they flew over their

heads would be heard every few moments. No fires were allowed, and
the situation at best was uncomfortable. At night we again slept on the
ground, the " starry decked heavens" our only covering, except a few
army blankets, but these latter proved a very welcome addition.

I have never been able to understand why Gen. Rosecrans allowed, as

ho did, his army to remain inactive all this day, the 30th. Had he fol-

lowed up his plan of attack as commenced on Monday (the 29th), the
advantage of an offensive movement would all have been on our side.

By the delay he enabled the confederates to concentrate in overwhelm-
ing numbers on his right wing, which taken by surprise on Wednesday
morning, was overpowered and lost largely in guns and prisoners, besides
endanszerins: his whole armv.

THE EVKNTKUL THIRD DAY.

On the morning of Wednesday, the 31st of December, we were ordered
to cross the river again, while other troops of the left wing were to do the
same at a ford lower down the river.

In the meanwhile, from earliest dawn, the incessant booming of can-
non and rattling of musketr}' in the distance on the right made it appar-
ent that a desperate battle was being fought in that part of the field, and
before we had made anv movement we learned that it was resultina: in
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disaster and defeat to the right wing of our army, composed of the divi-

sions of Johnson, Davis and Sheridan, commanded by Gen. McCook,
which had been for the most part completely surprised. The confeder-

ates having massed their forces and taken the initiative, had attacked

them with the first appearance of light, and found them, particularly the

divisions of Johnson and Davis, which were first struck by their advanc-

ing colums, quite unprepared to receive and check them. The horses of

many of the batteries were away for water, and the guns were captured

without firing a shot. The men of numbers of regiments were not in

line and were captured or driven from their position and dispersed be-

fore they had time to form. The attack was so unlooked for, sudden and
impetuous that the troops of the right wing that were enabled to offer

resistance could not stem the torrent and were driven steadily from one
line to another, many of them were taken prisoners, and a large number
of cannon (twentj'^-eight pieces) were captured by the confederates.

Gen. Rosecrans, in hia official report, says: "Soon after a second
officer from Gen. McCook arrived and stated that the right wing was
being driven, a fact but too manifest by the rapid movement of the noise

of battle toward the north."

Again he says :
" At this moment fugitives and stragglers from Mc-

Cook's corps began to make their appearance through the cane-brakes in

such numbers that I became satisfied McCook's corps was routed. I

therefore directed Gen. Crittenden to send Vancleve to the right of Ros-

seau. Wood to lead Col. Harker's brigade further down the Murfreesboro
pike, to go in and attack the enemy on the right of Vancleve, the Pio-

oneer brigade meanwhile occupying the knoll of ground in the rear of

Palmer's center, supporting Stoke's battery."

Gen. Wood did not lead Harker's brigade, but remained with the rest

of his division, in the left wing, with Gen. Crittenden, where, sometime
during the day, he was slightly wounded in the foot, and went to Nash-
ville, where he remainded until after the confederates retreated from
Murfreesboro.

The fortunes of the day were so far decidedly against us. In the
meantime Gen. Posecrans had formed a new line of battle with the cen-

ter and left wing of his army, in part facing west, and at right angles

with his former one, and when the retreating but stubbornly fighting

portion of the right wing, which still retained an organization, fell back
upon it, the enemy were so warmly received that their advance was
checked, and the fighting was of the mo.st sanguinary character. The
confederates, encouraged by their success in the morning and up to this

time, made attack after attack, marching up to our lines on all parts of

our front with a bravery that could not be surpassed, delivering their

fire as they advanced, with the evident determination of breaking
through them and of driving our troops from the field, but they were
met with a bravery and determination equal to their own, and failed in

every attempt. So terrible and deadly was the fire of both artillery and
musketry with which they were received that they found it impossible
to break our line of battle or force it further back, and they were com-
pelled to retire as often as they advanced.
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The fortune of the day now seemed to be more evenly balanced. All

this time the confederates were sending fresh troops to reinforce their

attacking columns, and Gen. Rosecrans was as constantly giving fresh

support to his line where it seemed most to need it, Gen. Rosecrans him-
self moving rapidly from one part of the field to another, proving himself

to be equal to the occasion, and justifying the love and admiration
which was felt for him by his whole army.

The battle had now continued for several hours with unabated fury,

but was now being fought with more equal chances for our being able to

check the further advance of the confederate forces. It is but seldom if

ever that an army receiving such a shock as overwhelmed our right wing
can recover from it, and that our army did not suffer a most disastrous

defeat is owing to the indomitable bravery of our troops and the admira-
ble disposition of his forces by Gen. Rosecrans when he found his right

wing defeated, and most of what was left of it rushing back on his center

in the greatest confusion and disorder. He made amends as far as in his

power for his error in allowing the confederates to take the initiative and
surprise one third of his army.

Until the new line was formed our brigade had taken no part in the

conflict, but the order to cross the river had been countermanded, and
M'e were held in readiness to be placed " where we could do the most
good.". Our time had now come ; the confederates were out flanking our

troops on the extreme right, and it became necessary to meet and check
a movement which otherwise might prove fatal, as all our transportation,

commissary stores and amunition were endangered, and if they were lost

all was lost.

COLONEL HARKER's BRIGADE.

Our brigade was detached from the division of Gen. Wood and
ordered to the extreme right of the army, to meet and if possible repulse

the enemy, who were making an advance which, if successful, threatened

to be attended with such disastrous results. In executing this move-
ment we necessarily traversed the entire field of battle, and were wit-

nesses of more of its incidents than any other portion of the army could

possibly be. Fugitives were flying in every direction. Many regiments
had become completely disorganized, a portion of them captured, and
those escaping making the best of their way to any point of safety within
our lines or to the rear, some with and many without their arms. Bat-

teries of artillery were changing position and apparently moving in every
direction. Baggage wagons and transportation were mixed up in the

rout in inextricable confusion. Dead and wounded men were lying in

all parts of the field, and there was a degree of disorder pervading that

gave anything but a promising appearance to the aspect of affairs.

Through all this turmoil and confusion our brigade steadily pursued its

way until we had left it all behind, when we were formed into line of

battle and faced towards the enemy. The sixty-fourth Onio, sixty-fifth

Ohio and seventy-third Indiana infantry forming the front line with the

fifty-first Indiana in the reserve; Bradley's sixth Ohio light artillery on the
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left flank of the advance, supported by my regiment, the thirteenth Mich-

igan. In this order we moved west from the Murfreesboro pike, and passing

directly in the rear of the log house which had been the headquarters of

Gen. Rosecrans the day previous. We advanced through the first piece

of woods, across an open space of cleared fields, into the woods beyond,

where the sixty-fourth Oliio, sixty-fifth Ohio and seventy-third Indiana

regiments became actively and hotly engaged ; the battery forming in the

cleared field and opening a rapid fire on the enemy. My regiment was

supporting the battery, and not being in a position to take an active part

in the conflict was obliged to sustain a heavy fire while in a state of

inactivity, and unable to return it. This is one of the most trying sit-

uations in which troops can be placed, but my men bore it bravely and
without flinching, but were soon ordered to fall back with the battery,

which, in consequence of the repulse of the other regiments of our

brigade, was obliged to retreat out of the cleared field into the openings

where it again formed and opened its guns on the confederates, who
were advancing rapidly and in force directly in our front.

The sixty-fourth Ohio, sixty-fiftli Ohio and seventy-third Indiana

had struck the enemy soon after entering the woods, and after a sharp

and well contested fight were defeated and obliged to retreat in disordei

before the superior numbers of the confederates. They (our forces)

came out of the woods, retreated across the cleared fields, followed by the

fifty-first Indiana, and disappeared at some distance on our right.

THE GALLANT FIGHT OF THE THIRTEENTH MICHIG.VN.

My regiment was now left alone with Bradley's battery to contend

with Uvo brigades, which had just defeated four of our regiments, any

one of which mustered more men than my own. Col. Harker, our

brigade commander, was with the defeated ami retreating troops trying

to rally them and bring them into line. No forces of ours but my own
regiment were in sight, and I was the only officer on horseback on the

field. We were on the left side of the battery, the ground sloping down
in our front to a fence, about forty rods distant, which divided the open-

ings from the cleared fields. The openings, or wood land, had scattered

trees of small size at intervals, but not enough in numbers sufhcient to

obstruct observation or action. The confederates came forward on a

run, charging and firing as they advanced. Capt. Bradley kept his guns

working, throwing case and canister shot into their ranks as fast as his

men could load and fire, but he was unable to check their advance, and
having lost several men and eight lK)rscs,whicli were sliot down at his guns,

and fearing his entire i)attery would he captured if he should longer at-

tempt to hold his position, he limbered up such of his cannon as he could

draw with his remaining horses and left the field, leaving two guns of his

battery on the ground, one of which he spiked. The fact that the

men and horses lost by Capt. Bradley were killed by musket balls proves

iiow determinedly lie contested the field, and how closely he was pressed

before lie abandoned a [)art of liis battery. My regiment now alone con-

fronted the enemy, who were fairly within nmsket shot. I had deter-



Annual Meeting of 1878. 619

mined not to retreat without fighting unless ordered to do so, although I

knew it was expected that my regiment would leave the field with the

battery which it was ordered to support, but over which I had no con-
trol. I would not only have been justified in retreating but I knew (Jol.

Harker expected me to do so, as he had no hope that my regiment could

for a moment withstand the superior force which he knew was advanc-
ing against it, and which had already defeated all the rest of his brigade,

but " the battle is not always to the strong."

I knew that my regiment could be depended upon, and was eager for

the fray. When the enemy was near enough so that every shot would
tell I ordered my men to open fire upon them, which they did with the

most telling effect. We had not as yet been in the fight at all, my men
were excited, but fresh and cool, so that every shot told. The advance of the

confederates was checked at once, and they retreated to the fence between
the woods and the open fields* which they lined with their men and
which became at once a line of fire blazing at my little regiment. We
returned it with such precision and effect as to hold them there, but un-
fortunately our line was much shorter than theirs, they outnumbering
us probably ten to one, consequently the overlapping line did not come
under our fire, and continued cautiously and slowly to advance, so that

after we had been fighting about thirty minutes it was reported to me
that the enemy was coming upon and about to turn our right flank. As
there was no appearance of support for us I ordered the regiment to retire,

which was done in good order. Fortunately for us, there was a cedar
thicket just in our rear, after passing through which I halted and formed
my regiment facing the confederates, who were halting on the line we
occupied during the fight, and showing signs of hesitation about a fur-

ther advance. While forming my regiment I was joined b}'^ Col. Harker,
who asked me to try and hold my position until he could bring me sup-
port, leaving immediately in order to do so. As the enemy had evidently

halted and were not following up their advantage I determined to attack

them, and I now ordered my regiment to advance, charge and regain the

position we had lost, 'ihe blood of my men was now up, every man
moved forward with a will and as if actuated by a common impulse. As
we advanced every man, officers and men, shouted and yelled to the

top of their bent, and as if confident of success. As we emerged from the

thicket our men poured a volley of musketry into the ranks of the con-

federates, who were engaged in examining our dead and wounded, and
in breaking the muskets lying by them on the ground. The enemy were
evidently taken by surprise by our bold and unexpected movement, and
stunned and confused by the fire of our men delivered almost in their

faces, they believing that tliey had fallen into an ambuscade, scattered

and fled without offering the least resistance, many of them throwing
away their arms, some hiding among the rocks or behind trees, and
others turning and firing upon us as they ran. We gave them no time
to recover from their panic, but pursued them, yelling and shouting so

that they might think us thousands instead of hundreds, driving them
dowji out of the woods, across the cleared fields, and into the woods be-
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yond. Their whole line was equally affected by the panic, and all fled

together, as well on our flanks as in our front.

We captured sixty-eight prisoners, and recaptured the two pieces of

cannon lost by Capt. Bradley's battery. As our men approached these

guns there was a strife as to who should first reach them. Julius Lillie

was then the orderly sergeant of company "E," a tall, strong 3^oung man,
a good ofiicer and one of the bravest soldiers of the army. His length of

legs and fleetness of foot enabled him to outstrip all his comrades, and
as he reached the gun he slapped it with his hand. At that moment a

musket ball fired by one of the retreating confederates struck him in the

side just below the ribs, and the space between its entrance and exit was
about eight or nine inches. It did not, however, penetrate his bowels.

Notwithstanding this wound the sergeant refused to quit the field, and
although I sent him to the hospital every night, he rejoined his regiment
ever}' morning, doing duty through the day, and this he continued to do
until Sunday, when the enemy had retreated from Murfreesboro and the

fighting was at an end. As I was reforming my regiment I saw the fifty-

first Illinois volunteer infantry advancing in line in rear of our left flank,

but they did not in the least participate in the charge or fight, or in any
manner aid in the rout of the confederates. It was all accomplished be-

fore that regiment came up, and the official report shows that when it

did come it halted some rods short of the ground which we occupied dur-
ing the fight, and which was the most advanced position of the confeder-

ate forces when m}' regiment charged them. I think there was not a

gun fired from their ranks, but their skirmishers picked up some prison-

ers who were hiding among the rocks and trees. The credit of this

victory, (for such it was), belongs entirelj^ and exclusively to the thir-

teenth regiment of Michigan volunteer infantr}'-, and its importance
cannot be overestimated.

When we made our fight my regiment was the only organized force

(for the fifty-first Illinois Avere not yet in position) between the advanc-
ing confederates and the Murfreesboro pike, the railroad and the river,

and right here in the rear of our army and between it and Nashville,

entirely exposed, lay all our commissary and ordnance stores, our trans-

portation trains and hospitals, which would immediately have been cut

off and captured but for the success of the thirteentli Michigan in this

fight, and worse than this, the flank of Gen. Rosecrans' army would have
been so completely turned that to have saved his army, much more the

day, would have been almost an impossibility.

THE fruits of THE VICTORY.

I have always claimed that this repulse of the confederate forces by
my regiment was the turning point of this day's fight, and therefore of

the battle of Stone river or Murfreesboro. The enemy had in other parts

of the field failed to carry positions they had attacked, but were returning
again and again to the charge, while this was the first and onh'' instance

where a position they had once carried was taken from them. The
advantage we gained at this point was never lost ; we held the ground
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we had won, and that night bivouacked on the spot where we had fought
the confederates.

To show the fierceness of the combat, the close proximity of the
opposing forces, and the deadliness of the fire, I have only to state that

my regiment had in killed and wounded over one-third of its entire

number (the exact per centage of casualties in m}^ regiment in this action

was 35 71-100 per cent.), and this in a fight which did not in time exceed
thirty minutes, but during this time the pattering of the bullets was like

a storm of hail, and of the few scattering trees in front and rear of our
line, none of which exceeded in diameter the body of an ordinary sized

man, there were none in which twenty bullets could not be found in a
space of ten feet from the ground. This is not mere assertion, but the

result of actual observation, and the wonder is, not that so many were
killed and wounded, but that any escaped. The trees, however, inter-

cepted all the bullets they received. While the enemy occupied the fence

in our front it actually appeared like a wall of fire. It was thickl}^ lined

with men, but so dense was the smoke that nothing could be seen but
the flash of their muskets, and at this was the fire of my men directed.

After this was over all the fighting in this part of the field was mere
skirmishing, in which I do not know that a man was killed. During
the battle I was on horseback, the only officer on the field who was
mounted, and yet neither myself or horse were touched, though the
bridle was cut off just above the bits, so that they fell out of the mouth
of the horse. Fortunately he was very stead}'-, a gray belonging to Lieut.

Jas. R. Slayton, and had on a halter with which I guided him until the
regiment was reformed, when I had it fixed so that I could use it. I

attribute my escape to the formation of the ground, as it ascended from
the fence, and we must have been thirty or forty feet higher than the
confederates, and to the smoke which prevented them from seeing any-
thing but the line of fire made by the flash of our muskets, which were
on lower ground somewhat than that I occupied. At the close of the
day I found myself so hoarse from shouting during the fight that I could
hardly speak above a whisper.

OFFICIAL REPORTS.

In his report after the battle, speaking of the action of the 31st of

December, Capt. Cullen Bradley, commanding sixth Ohio light battery,

says:
" I retired my battery and took up a position five hundred yards in

the rear and again opened on the enemy with case and canister, who
were advancing in force. After an engagement of five minutes I was
compelled to retire my battery, and to abandon two pieces of the battery,

one of which I had spiked (since removed), and sustaining a loss of one
man killed, two wounded and one man missing ; also eight horses killed

and three wounded. About this time Col. Shoemaker charged the enemy
with the thirteenth Michigan, driving them ofi" the field and recovering
the guns, and for which Col. Shoemaker should receive full credit."

Signed, " CULLEN BKADLEY,
Commanding Sixth Ohio Light Battery."
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Captain Bradlej' was in a position to know the merit of our achieve-

ment better than any other officer, and aside from the casualties of my
own regiment, the fact that with a battery of six guns loading and firing

as rapidly as possible with case and canister he was only able to main-
tain his position five minutes, and then obliged to retire with a loss of

two guns, with eight horses killed and three wounded proves the fury

and force of the attack w^hich my regiment not only checked but repelled.

There was no better or braver officer than Capt. Bradley and no better

served battery, and such was their reputation in the army. Capt. Bradley

was highly elated over the recovery of his guns, and from that time

forth could not say enough in praise of the thirteenth Michigan and of

the steady and determined valor of its officers and men. He said he

always wanted them as the support of his battery. Col. Harker, who
commanded the brigade, in his official report says:

" The thirteenth Michigan from this position fired upon the enemy
with telling efi'ect, and having caused tlieir ranks to waver, followed up
his advantage, supported by the fifty-first Illinois, which had come to

our relief. They completely routed the enemy. The thirteenth Michi-

gan retook the two pieces of artillery abandoned by our battery and cap-

tured sixty-eight f>risoners.
" For this act of gallantry Col. Shoemaker and his gallant regiment

are deserving much praise. The enemy thus driven from our right did

not again attempt to annoy us from that quarter."

Tiius terminated the action of our brigade and my regiment in that

part of the battle of Stone river or Murfreesboro, which was fought on
Wednesday, the 31st day of December, 1862, and as our engagement
took place late in the afternoon there was but little fighting after our

own. There was an attempted advance of our cavalry on our right, but

it did not result in an engagement at close quarters. We bivouacked
on the ground we had recovered.

REFLECTIONS AND NIGHT.

The day closed with brighter prospects than it had opened ; for while

up to or near noon all had been loss and disaster for us, we were now every-

where holding the enemy in check, and in our fight we had repulsed them
most decidedly. Although the fortunes of the day had on the Avhole been

strongly against our arm}', yet there was no despondency in our ranks,

or apparent among our superior officers ; on the contrary all were cheer-

ful and confident of ultimate success. Gen. Rosecrans, who I saw fre-

quently during the day, was perfectly cool and collected, and seemed to

feel equal to the emergency, exposing himself to the fire of the enemy
without any apparent thought of danger. Col. Garascha, his chief of

staff, was killed while riding at his side, his head having been taken ofi"

with a cannon ball. Lieut. Kirby, another of his staff, was also wounded
and lost a limb.

In fact, no officer or man could be on any part of the field withou:}

being constantly under a fire more or less severe. Now it was the roar

of artillery and the flying of cannon balls; now the shriek of the passing
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or the roar of the bursting shell ; now the rattling discharge of musketry
and whizzing of bullets; and if not these, it was the whir of the ball

from the rifles of the sharp-shooters who were in tops of the trees,

and often so far distant as to be not only unseen but the report of the

guns unheard. Once during the day, while at the head of my regiment,

as we were standing at rest near the edge of the woods just previous to

our advance, several bullets struck near me, and it was so evident that

the sharp-shooters were making a mark of me, being on horseback, that

several of my officers and men called to me, " Colonel, the sharp-shooters

are firing at you." I changed my position, but I could not see the sharp-

shooters, nor hear the report of their rifles, nor could any of my officers.

After the battle a number of guns belonging to this corps of sharp-

shooters were found. They were the finest and heaviest guns of the kind
that I ever saw. There were, during the week, many casualties result-

ing from their use in the hands of the experienced marksmen in the

confederate ranks. After night set in the rain began to fall, and con-

tinued to do so in a greater or less degree until morning.

INCIDENTS OF THE NIGHT.

Soon after we had made ourselves as comfortable as we could under
the circumstances, having no tents or shelter to protect ourselves from
the falling rain, and but few blankets to keep us warm, I received an
order to get m}^ regiment in marching order and hold them in readiness

to march with the brigade to rejoin the division of which it was a part

in the left wing of the army. We were on the extreme right of the army,
and in crossing the field to regain our position we necessarily had to pass

over the ground occupied by the right wing, the center and part of the

left wing of our army. AVe found them all in motion and became aware
that Gen. Rosecrans was disposing his forces for the morrow's fight.

Regiments, brigades and divisions v/ere constantly passing and repassing,

apparently crossing the track of each other in every direction, and many
of the scenes of that night are vividly impressed on my memory.

In the first brigade of our division was the one hundreth regiment
Illinois volunteer infantry, in which Rodney Stevens Bowen, the only
child of my eldest sister, was serving as captain. Having been in a dis-

tant part of the field during the entire day, I was very anxious to know
how it had fared with him. I knew his brigade had been in the fight,

and feared he might have been wounded, if not killed. In changing
position we were finally halted quite near his regiment, and to my great

satisfaction I found him unhurt. At no time during the battle were my
feelings so much excited as when I met him. After exchanging con-
gratulations we made mutual inquiries as to the part our respective reg-

iments had taken in the battle, and who of our mutual friends had been
hurt. His regiment had lost a number of men, and I learned with regret

that Lieut. Mitchell, of Capt. Bowen's company, was severely wounded,
and I will add that he died of his wound soon after. I had known the

father of Lieut. Mitchell many years before at Wilmington, Illinois, and
was grieved to hear that the lieutenant was so badl}' injured, but our
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minds were so taken up with the work before us that we had not much
thought for anything else.

The incidents of the night were not all sad ; some were amusing and
some provoking. Among the former was a little transaction connected

with Capt. Bowen and his mess. After we met them, and when we
had chatted some time, I said to them that neither myself, my officers or

men had had anything to eat since Wednesday morning, except what
we happened to have in our pockets—it was now past midnight—that

having been away from our division, we had also been away from our

supplies, and as a consequence were in a ravenous condition. Capt.

Bowen said their mess had some provisions, and that he would divide with

me. He immediately sent for them and gave me a good share, which we
(myself and officers) soon dispatched witliout standing very much upon
the order in which it was done. In the meanwhile the provisions which

he had retained for the future wants of his mess had been placed near

us, and presently one of the officers discovered thatthe}^ had disappeared.

Immediate search was made, and to my mortification they were found

in the possession of my orderly (Townley), who with his mates had about

finished them, and were eating with great evident relish and enjoyment.

This gave Capt. Bowen and his brother officers an opportunity for a

hearty laugh at the expense of my regiment and its reputation, which

was good for procuring and keeping supplies in its mess chests. It had
always been said in the division, when we were on short rations, which
was only too often, that the thirteenth were never out of supplies, and I

am not only willing to admit, but take pride in the fact, that my regi-

ment had an admirable good faculty of taking care of itself, but when
we were given one-half, it was going rather too far to appropriate the

other, the circumstances, however, made the offense a slight one, and it

was looked upon as rather a good joke than otherwise.

A more provoking incident occurred later in the night. As we were

marching and countermarching we were finally halted near the front,

and remained some time in that position. I wrapped my blankets around

me, and with my staff officers lay down under a tree to try and get some
rest; but I was so damp and chilly that I could not do so, and found

myself getting very numb and stiff. I had not been near a fire since

leaving Stewart's creek, and was very cold. Seeing a fire at a distance

in the rear I said to some of the officers that I would go to it and try to

get warm, and requested them, if there was any movement of our troops

to notify me. I left my blankets on the ground and went to the fire.

Very soon thereafter all who had been lying near me came straggling,

one after another, to the fire, but each with his blanket around him. I

soon returned to my resting place and found my blankets gone. Some
regiment in marching had passed near the spot, and acting on the rule

which mostly governed in the army, of taking what you wanted if you
could find it, had appropriated my blankets. I was vexed and sorely

annoyed, for the loss was one that could not be replaced while the army
was engaged in actual hostilities, and I reproved my officers for leaving

them so carelessly. Fortunately I had on at the time a heavy, rough

overcoat, so that I did not suffer as much from the cold and rain as I
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otherwise would have done. We attained finally, before daylight, as did

the entire army, the position we were to occupy at the opening of the

battle on the next day, and were allowed to get what rest and refresh-

ment we could, but our condition was such that the amount of either at

our command was of the most limited kind. Thus passed the night of

December 31st, 1862, and -January 1st, 1863. It was truly a watch night,

and we saw the old year out and the new year in under circumstances

such as to deeply impress on our memories its manifold and various

incidents.

THE FOURTH DAY.

Thursday, January 1st, 1863.—On the morning of Ncav Year's day, in-

stead of making social calls on our friends at home, ours was a call to

battle on the banks of the Stone river, opposite Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

Our arm}' was in order for the fight, and responded to that call in a man-
ner reflecting the highest degree of credit upon it for courage, for disci-

pline, for endurance, for self-reliance, and all the qualities which go to

make up a good army; but if it as a whole is entitled to this credit, still

greater praise is due to our gallant commander. Gen. Rosecrans, for the

skillful manner in which on this eventful morning he handled his arm}'.

After the events of Wednesday, it was to the masterly tactics of Gen.
Rosecrans, more than to all other things combined, that our ultimate

success was due, and for this he has never had the credit he so richly

deserves. It was the position in which he placed his army on the morn-
ing of the first of January, and the results which followed from his tactics

at that time, which finally decided the battle in our favor, and it has
always been a source of wonder to me that no more notice has been taken
of this fact in the official report, or by those who have written of this

battle.

When the fight closed on the night of Tuesday, Dec. 31st, our army
was facing westward, with the left resting on or near the river at the first

ford below Murfreesboro, and extending northerly nearly parallel with

and crossing the railroad and stone pike, to or near the hospitals, where
the transportation was parked.

During the night the left wing was swung back and formed, with the

centre, a line facing south, crossing the railroad at right angles, and situ-

ated on rising ground, with the force of artillery of both sections, said to

be one hundred guns, in front, but masked so far as it was possible for it

to be. This movement caused our army to vacate most of the ground
which, on this line, had been so stubbornly and successfully held by the

left wing and part of the centre on the previous day.

Our battery was immediately in front of and supported by our brig-

ade, and was stationed just east of the Nashville pike and between it and
the Nashville & Chattanooga railroad.

On New Year's morning the first call was made by the confederates,

who came out of the woods to the right of our front, and finding the

ground abandoned which they had fought so bravely but so ineff'ectually

to win on the previous day, they evidently thought we had abandoned
the field and were retreating towards Nashville. On thev came, regiment

40
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after regiment, brigade after brigade, and division after division came
marching on to the ground our forces had vacated, all shouting and
cheering as they advanced so as plainly to be heard as well as seen by
us. This continued until the plain was filled with their troops, all ex-
ulting in the belief that our army was in full retreat. Their exultation

was of short duration, for when their forces were fairly uncovered, and
were in the most exposed situation possible for them to be, our artil-

lery, along the whole line, at a given signal, opened fire upon them as

one gun. The effect was terrible and almost instantaneous. The cheer-
ing and shouting was at once changed to shrieking and groaning, and
the interval was very short between the opening of our fire and the time
when this whole splendid and exulting array of troops were rushing and
surging, a disorganized mass, fleeing into the woods in their rear for pro-

tection from the sweeping and terrible shower of shells and balls which
was mowing down their ranks. Most of them apparently ran for their

lives, without any regard to their military organization, and all of them
rapidly availed themselves of the welcome protection of the woods from
which they had marched forth but a short time before so confidently,

and, in their own minds, with victory securely within their grasp.

This all occurred under my own eyes; I saw and heard it, and
nothing I have ever seen or heard before or since will at all compare
with it in any respect. I never saw a finer sight than that presented by
the confederate forces as they marched, making the welkin ring as they
came into the fields in our front, or a grander one than when our whole
line of artillery opened fire upon them, nor one more exciting than when
surprised and struck with sudden fear and astonishment "at the recep-

tion they had met with," they broke and ran howling back into the
woods. This was the manner in which we received their New Year's
call, and this was the last of the fighting for the day. There was more
or less skirmishing, and a continuous whistling of bullets from the rifles

of sharpshooters, but aside from this the day passed in quietness, though
not in peace.

GEN. ROSECRANS.

It was this display of generalship in organizing and arranging his

forces during the night, and the resulting very decided repulse of the
enemy in the morning w^hich, coming as it did under my personal
observation, more than all else caused me to admire Gen. Rosecrans, and
to believe that he had greater ability as a military commander than most
of the officers who have commanded our armies, and more than he now
has credit for having had.

I have never seen any particular mention of these maneuvers, and of

the splendid results arising from them, and have often wondered to my-
self why they had received no greater attention ; but, if the truth must
be told, I have never read any account of the battle that would be rec-

ognized as describing it, by any officer who took part in it, if he did not
know to what it referred, and From this criticism I will not exempt the
official report of Gen. Rosecrans. He is, in my opinion, much better

qualified to command an army than to write its history.
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If a true history of any of our battles is ever written, it can only be
after the writer shall have examined and consulted the reports of com-
manders of regiments, brigades and divisions, but more particularly the

first named. The reports of regimental commanders give the detail;

they state where was success or defeat ; what were the casualties, and
give particulars which can be found nowhere else, and from which an
intelligent and true account of the battle can be compiled. They not

only give all the details, but they must also almost invariably state the

precise facts, for they are reporting to their superior officers, where false-

hood can at once be detected and where it will not be allowed. With
the advance in rank there is less accurate knowledge of the facts, and
usually, I am satisfied, there is more latitude in the statement of them,
made to effect some personal end, or the advancement of some favorite,

or of one's self.

NIGHT OF JANUARY IST, 1863.

In the evening our battery and others were advanced in front of our
lines, our own being placed in front of a small clump of trees, just west

of the railroad, and my regiment moved from its position in rear of our
battery to one directly in its front, so as to prevent the guns being taken
in the night by surprise. Our outposts and pickets were thrown forward
and every precaution taken to insure that my command would be ready
for action at a moment's notice, after which we lay down on our arms to

get what rest we could. Some of my men found a large piece of canvass,

a wagon cover I think, which they brought to me, and as many of us as

could crawled under it, so that outside of the four sides were four lines of

heads, the bodies being covered with canvass, and all pointing towards
the centre. This covering was very acceptable, as we had been two nights

without any, and although we were from the " frozen north," yet we did

not find it over comfortable to sleep on the ground in the open air in the

month of January, even in the balmy clime of Tennessee. Before day-
light, on the 2d of January, w^e moved to the rear of our artilley, and
rested on our arms ready to support it when necessary.

The confederates had in the night brought up three batteries of artil-

lery, eighteen guns, and placed them point blank at a distance of about
eighty rods from and immediately in front of our position, which was
protected by our own battery and two others, giving us at this point the

same number of guns (eighteen) as the enemy.

THE FIFTH DAY.

Friday, January 2d, 1863.—In the morning, after some preliminary

skirmishing, the ball opened and these thirty-six pieces of artillery were
loaded and discharged as rapidly as possible, so that it was one continu-

ous and deafening roar of cannon. My regiment was in the open ground
immediately in rear of Capt. Bradley's battery, behind us being quite a
little elevation of cleared ground, and the ground in our front also rising

gradually to the point where the batteries were placed, so that we were
in a slight hollow as it were.
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When the cannonade commenced the men were ordered to lay down
on their arms, and in this trjnng position they were obliged to remain
for an hour or more, while the balls and shells were flying not only over
and around them, but into their ranks, killing and wounding their com-
rades, and scattering their blood, brains and limbs over the survivors in

every direction.

This, in my opinion, was the most trying ordeal through which my
regiment passed while under my command, and was the severest test of

its courage and discipline which it could undergo. When the men were
actually engaged in the conflict, there was an excitement and necessity

for exertion, which of themselves took away all thought of personal dan-
ger, or of self at all, but here, perfectly inactive, with the flash and the

roar of artillerj', and the ceaseless tearing of the balls over and through
their ranks, or in the ground immediately around them ; the shrieking
and bursting of shells, taken altogether, was a more trying test of all

the qualities which go to make up a good soldier than any other which
it has been my fortune to witness. My regiment went through that trial

without flinching, though one out of every eighteen of the little band I

had remaining after the fight ©f Wednesday was either killed or wound-
ed while thus lying in their ranks, and this is a large proportion of

casualties for any artillery fight.

When the batteries commenced firing, all the mounted officers sent

their horses to the rear. This we did to protect them from the fire which
was concentrated upon our position. I was immediately in front of my
regiment from first to last, and between it and the batteries, part of the

time lying down and part of the time moving in front of my men. While
lying down a cannon ball passed over me and struck the ground so near
my feet that it would have hit rae had I been sitting or standing, and
this narrative would never have been written. Col. Harker was lying by
my side at the time. The shower of balls and sliells was so incessant that

it was one continued whiz and whir of solid balls or explosion of shells,

I shall never forget a comparison or figure that presented itself to my
mind as I was watching the cannon balls strike the ground near my reg-

ment, then ricochetting and bounding away over the eminence, disappear
in the distance. I had often watched a locomotive engine drawing a
long train of cars on the Michigan Central railroad, and regarded it as

one of the best representatives of iorce that I had ever seen or could im-
agine, and now, on the battle field of Murfreesboro, seeing the cannon
balls flying through the air, tearing up the ground and moving out of

sight with a}>parently little or no diminution of force, the figure of the
locomotive engine presented itself to my mind, and I could not but draw
a comparison between the two, as I then did, so unfavorable to the latter

as to lead me to say to myself that hereafter it would not be with me the

first and leading representative of force.

This artillery duel continued for over an hour, and was the closest,

heaviest and most hotly contested of any artillery fight during the battle.

The ground in front and rear of my regiment was literally ploughed
with cannon balls. Just before the close of the fight, one of our batteries,

said to have been the "Board of Trade Battery of Chicago," retreated out
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of line and took position in rear of our right, from whence they by mis-
take or for a less excusable reason, opened fire on my regiment and the

battery of Capt. Bradley. I immediatel}'^ moved my regiment to the left

and across the railroad, so as to be out of range of this fire in the rear.

Capt. Bradley was very indignant, and said to me that he should prefer

charges against the commander of the offending battery, but if he ever
did so they were suppressed for the good of the service. About the time
that I moved my regiment the confederate batteries finding that they
could not drive us from our position, and were suffering as much dam-
aoe as the}" inflicted, ceased firing and withdrew.

The same tactics wdiich came so near being a success on Wednesday
in the attack on our right wing, was on this day (Friday) again put in

practice against our left wing. Immediately after noon that portion of

the left wing which was across Stone river was attacked by an over-
whelming force of the enemy and driven back some distance, some of

them even across the river in considerable disorder, and but for the fore-

sight and ability of Gen. Crittenden the left wing might on this day have
fared as badly as did the right wing on Wednesday. Gen. Crittenden
had stationed his batteries on the north or west side of the river so as to

completely command the opposite bank, and enfilade any force advanc-
ing down the river. When our troops were forced back and the confed-
erates came within range they were met at once with so crushing and
deadly a fire that their advance was checked. Gen. Crittenden had also,

as soon as the force and effect of the attack was realized, dispatched rein-

forcements so that in a short time the advance of the enemy was not only
checked, but the ground lost regained and held until the final close of

the battle.

When the fight across the river was the hottest, orders came for our
brigade to march at once to the rescue. Since the close of the artillery

duel the horses of our mounted officers had not come from the rear, where
they had been sent to avoid the cannon balls and shells. We now sent
for them, but they could not be found. The fire had been too hot for our
attendants, and they had gone to such a safe distance that our messenger
could not find them, and we were all obliged to march on foot with our
commands. This involved the fording of Stone river, which all alike
were obliged to wade through, and we found it no desirable undertaking
on a raw January day. The water was not above our knees and we at

that time thought but little of it, so much were our minds engrossed with
the stirring events of the day. When we arrived on the ground the
enemy had retreated and the firing nearly ceased. We were stationed
in a corn-field, where we bivouacked for the night, and in the mean-
time our attendants came up with our horses after having some difficulty

in finding us when they returned to where they had leftus. I was very
glad to see them, as all of my scanty supplies were strapped to my
saddle.

NIGHT OF JANUARY 2d, 1863.

Soon after dark the rain commenced to fall and continued to pour
down heavily all night. The ground on which we were located—a cul-
tivated corn-field—was one mass of mud, I had two rubber sheets strap-
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ped to my saddle, one of which I spread on the ground and with the

other over me I laid down, " accoutered as I was," regardless of the mud,
the rain,andof the report of the guns, great and small, of which there was
more or less all night. During the night our troops were engaged throw-
ing up breastworks, each regiment working two hours, and then relieved

by another. When my regiment was called for, Lieut. White, who was
acting as adjutant, said to me, "Colonel, don't get up; T can take out the

regiment and superintend this work
;
you are very much fatigued and

can be of no service, as it is merely labor that is wanted—lie still and
you will be better prepared for service to-morrow." I felt that he w^s
right, and that I would better perform my duty by following his sugges-

tion than I would to get up and go with the regiment on fatigue duty,

working in the intrenchments. There is a limit to human endurance,
and I began to feel that so far as I was concerned, unless I took care not

to expose mj^self unnecessarily, I should soon reach it, and I concluded
it would be better for the service and for myself if I should remain where
I was. I accordingly did so, though the degree of comfort with which I

rested may be inferred from the fact that when I got up in the morning
and pulled up the rubber sheet on which I had been lying there was an
indentation in the mud made by my body of about one-third of its

depth, and this immediately filled with water. Such were many of the
" comforts " of the life of a soldier, and of which those who have had no
experience can form but little if any correct idea.

THE SIXTH DAY.

Saturday, January 3d, 1863.—On Saturday, it rained nearly all day.

AVe moved out of the mud, but remained on the Murfreesboro side of

the river. There was no close or heavy fighting, but sharpshooting,

skirmishing and artillery practice all along the line. From our bat-

teries we shelled their lines, and it was evident that Gen. Rosecrans

was making arrangements for a general advance as soon as the weather
would clear off enough to enable troops to move. This, however, it

did not do during the entire day on Saturday. Up to this time, though
we had marched from Nashville in pursuit of the confederates for the

purpose of forcing a battle, and had brought them to a stand at Mur-
freesboro, yet so far, in the actual fighting, we had up to this time in-

variably fought on the defensive. To this there was on no da}^ and at

no time an exception. Our army, as an army, had not since Monday
night made an offensive movement. The confederates had taken the

initiative on Tuesday morning and had followed it up so well as always
to act on the offensive, and keep our army on the defensive. In my
judgment Gen. Bragg had, up to this time, displayed decidedl}'' the best

generalship. His army eveiy day had been directed for a purpose, which
became apparent to us only when the attack was made. Our losses in

men, cannon, provisions, and in all warlike material, was greater than
theirs, and I am unable to understand why Gen. Bragg abandoned the

field and retreated south across the Tennessee river with his army instead

of renewing his tactics by again concentrating his forces and attacking
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some part of our line, or of acting on the defensive and awaiting the

issue of an attack by our army. In doing so he, in my opinion, made a
great mistake, and left not only the prestige but the fruits of victory with
Gen. Rosecrans and our army, while he could not claim that his army
had been so badly defeated as to make such a movement necessary. It

was this error of the confederates, as well as the courage and tenacity

with which our forces held their position, and the tactics of Gen. Rose-
crans, which gave us the final triumph. After dark on Saturday night
there was heavy musketry firing across the river and apparently in the
centre, but there was no attack from either side and no engagement.

Sunday, January 4th, 1863.—On Sunday morning the rumor came
from all quarters that the confederates had abandoned the field of battle,

evacuated Murfreesboro, and were in full retreat south tow^ards the Ten-
nessee river. This we soon found to be true, and our forces occupied the

town some time in the forenoon. Our brigade crossed the river and were
taken to more comfortable grounds, where we bivouacked and were given
an opportunity to take the rest that all, officers and men, so much needed :

and where, for the first time since the Sunday preceding, they were
allowed to build fires and supplied with food sufficient to satisfy the crav-

ings of hunger.
The feelings of the men are best exemplified by the expression of one

of them as w^e were marching by the right flank on to the grounds on
which we were to bivouac. He exclaimed, so loud that I heard him,
and the words came as from the bottom of his heart: " Thank the good God^
here are plenty of rails !" meaning that they indicated good fires, warmth
and some degree of comfort. I was more affected by the hearing of this

cry than by any incident of the battle, and the tears came into my eyes.

To understand the full force of what was said it must be remembered that

this was in mid-winter, in January, and that not a man of my regiment
had been near a fire since the previous Sunday, except a few officers a

short time on Wednesday night, and in the mean time there had been
heavy rains two nights and all of one day. In addition to this, rations

were necessarily served so irregularly, when at all, that we were hungry
most of the time. We did not get in any one day more than would
suffice for one good meal. We were always in the front, and it is no
exaggeration to say that there was no hour of daylight from Monday
afternoon when we crossed the river until Saturday night that we could

not hear the bullets whistle. That the battle was well fought, and was
one of the most sanguinary on record is proven by the proportion of

casualties. According to the official report of Gen. Rosecrans he went
into the fight witii 43,400 men, and of these 8,778, or over twenty per

cent, of his entire force, were killed or wounded, while the comparative
loss of the left wing, of which my regiment was part, was twenty-four
and a half per cent., or almost one-fourth of the whole. In my regi-

ment we had killed and wounded thirty-nine and three-fourths per
cent, of our whole number, being within a fraction of double the propor-
tion of the casualties sustained by our army as an entirety. This great

loss in my regiment proves the fierceness of the conflict, and the courage
and determination with which we held our ground on Wednesday, the
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31st of December, wlien most of this great loss occurred. At the close of

the fight, on Sunday morning, at roll call every man of my regiment was
accounted for; there was not one man "missing." All who had left

Nashville were " present," dead, or wounded and in the hospital. There
were but few, if any, regiments in the whole army with so clean a record.

THE HOSPITALS.

After I had seen my men supplied with rations, and made as com-
fortable as they could be without tents, I went to the hospitals, to look
after the wounded officers and men of my regiment.

I cannot describe the scenes I saw there or the impression made upon
my mind by them, but I hope I may never be called upon to look on
the like again. Stretched on each side of each of the doors of the main
building were several dead bodies awaiting burial. Inside of this hos-

pital, a large, abandoned brick house taken for that purpose, ever}'^ room
of which was filled with the dead, the wounded, and the dying, the odor,

for want of proper ventilation, was simplj' intolerable. Capt. Webb,
who was wounded on Wednesday', was in one of the rooms. I went in

to see him, I am not squeamish or nervous, I never fainted in my life,

and never before or since was made so sick by any'offensive matter as to

be in any danger of vomiting, but here, in this hospital, where the
wounded officers were obliged to breathe this vitiated atmosphere all

of the time, 1 was so overcome by the stench and became so sick that to

avoid vomiting I was obliged to leave the building. Very man}'- of the
wounded were in tents, and I have no doubt but they had much better

chance for recovery than those in the hospital buildings. Capt. Webb
was not thought to be severely wounded. He was hit by a musket ball

in the arm. The surgeons decided that it could be saved, and it was
not amputated, but instead of saving his arm he lost his life. Owing,
I have no doubt, to the impure atmosphere in which he was kept, gan-
grene set in and he died soon after. There were many wounded to be
attended to, and quite a number of volunteer surgeons had come or been
sent to the assistance of those attached to the arm^^ Some of these were
accused of taking advantage of the situation to perform surgical opera-
tions, i)articularly amputations, when they were not necessary. Certain
it is many such were performed either through ignorance or design, and
many times tlie responsibility of such an operation was taken by sur-

geons who acted with more haste than discretion. I, myself, heard an
army surgeon, a medical director, say " the butchery was horrible," that

much of it " was so unnecessary as to disgrace the profession," and such
was his indignation at what he believed to be the principle, or want of

it, governing the action of sucli surgeons that he said emphatically that

"one-half the operators ought to be shot." I have no doubt but many
of these operations were very reprehensible, but they were perhaps una-
voidable under the circumstances, as the regular army surgeons could

not attend to more than a tithe of the wounded. The only cause for

surprise is that any surgeon from the loyal states could be so brutal and
heartless as to experiment, or perform a surgical operation, without a
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sufficient reason, on men who were suffering at such a time, in such a
cause.

In corroboration of what I have said I give the following extract

from the letter of a correspondent of the Ohio State Journal :

" MuRFREESBOiio, January 14, 1863.

" On the morning of January 3d I visited the hospital tents of the

eleventh brigade, and although I nerved myself to witness any amount
of suffering it made me sick of life, and disgusted with humanity. In
close proximity to a large tent I saw nearly a cord of amputated legs,

arms, and feet, interspersed with slices of human flesh, lacerated and
torn by shells and cannon balls.

" Every few moments men would arrive with a Avounded man, and
dump him down as if he were a log of wood. Such is war. The finer

feelings of human nature are blunted by the frequent occurrence of

death and suffering, and if you have no intimate friend or companion
who has in former times messed with you, and is pledged to see that you
are tenderly taken care of in case of casualty, you will stand a poor
chance after a hard fought battle. You, at the north, who have neither

seen or felt the realities of a sanguinary war, know nothing about it,

neither can you realize it. The surgeons (with few honorable excep-
tions), the very men who are appointed and paid by the government to

alleviate the sufferings of the sick and wounded soldiers, become so

accustomed to sickness and suffering that the}' are as hardened and
callous as the nether mill stone : no word of condolence or encourage-
ment ever escapes their lips."

After returning from the hospital I wrote my wife, in pencil, as

follows

:

"Headquarters 13th Regiment Michigan Vol. Inf.

In Camp near Murfreesboro, Tenn., January 5th, 1863.

My Dear Wife :—After being under fire ten successive daj^s we yes-

terday had a day of rest. We were three times in severe engagements,
under a most terrific fire from musketry and cannon, and every day under
scattering fire. Nearly half of my men are killed or wounded. In the
engagement of the 31st over one-third of my men were hit, and my own
escapes have been almost miraculous. I was on horseback on the 31st dur-
ing the entire engagement, and had the bridle shot off so that the bits fell

out of the mouth of the horse. The thirteenth was the only regiment
of the brigade that was not driven off the ground, and we recaptured two
pieces of cannon which our brigade had lost, and took sixty-eight
prisoners The fight was a terrible one, and no regiment has done bet-

ter, if as well, as mine, ^' * * * Our position was a most important
one, and we maintained it. I send you a cop}^ of my official report.

For myself I can only say to you that the hotter the fight the clearer

my perceptions were, and the cooler I was. '' * * * j ^jj^ very busy
writing reports, looking after the wounded, procuring supplies, etc.

"We have had a good deal of rain and no shelter since I last wrote
you, with but little to eat. The hospitals are awful to behold, worse
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than even the field of battle. You can form no idea either of the one
or the other, and God knows I never want you to see either.

" I do not believe we shall have any more fighting here. As Gen.
Crittenden said " it was a year's fighting crowded into a w'eek." From
Wednesday morning till Saturda}^ night the fighting was incessant.

Strange as it may seem, I have no doubt but my regiment saved the
army. We were on the extreme right, which the enemj'^ tried to turn,

and if they had succeeded they would almost certainly have had our
whole army at their mercy. Our brigade was attacked and ever}^ regi-

ment but mine was beaten and dispersed, the battery driven back and
two pieces of it captured, and nothing betw'een the enemy and the
accomplishment of their object but my little regiment. I knew the
importance of our position and determined to make the most of it. I

saw no superior officer during the fight, and managed the whole thing
myself. I must confess we succeeded beyond m}" most sanguine expecta-

tions, for I verily believe the enemy outnumbered us ten to one. It was
wonderful the way m}^ men held themselves under fire. I have seen

nothing like it. I was shouting to them all the time, and when we
advanced I took off my hat, and swinging it around my head charged
with them straight on the enemy, who turned and run, thinking undoubt-
edly that it was a large body of troops attacking them.

"I am very w^ell, but excessively fatigued, as are all the ofiicers and
men. I think the number killed and wounded on both sides larger than
in any battle ever before during the war. A lieutenant that we took
prisoner told me that my regiment did terrible execution on them as
they advanced on us ; that they had a great many killed and wounded.
Remember me to my friends. I have not heard from you since we left

Nashville. We have no mail. Kiss the children.

Affectionatelv vour husband,
M. SHOEMAKER."

FURTHER OF THE BATTLE OF WEDNESDAY, DEC. 31, 1862.

The lapse of time—it is now 1878—reflection, and all the further

knowledge Ijhave since been able to obtain, not only confirm the opinion
expressed in my narrative as to the important bearing the action of my
regiment had upon the battle of Murfreesboro, but render it still iiiore

clear to my mind that if we had not made the stand we did, when we
did, and as we did, the battle would have been irretrievably lost, and in

this I think all unprejudiced minds acquainted with the ground on
which the battle was fought and the facts, most of which are shown by
the official reports, and as well known to my regiment and to the brigade,

will agree with me.
In corroboration of my views, I give the following extract from the

Nashville Union, Tennessee, which was copied into one of the Jackson
papers, or I would not liave known that it had been published:

"The bravery of the thirteenth regiment, and the gallant conduct of

its commander. Col. Shoemaker, at the battle of Murfreesboro is univer-

sally applauded. The Nashville Union, of the l.st inst., thus compliments
the regiment and its commander:
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" A BAND OF HEROES."

"The smoke and excitement of the late bloody but victorious battle
of Stone river has passed away, and most of the regiments that dis-

tinguished themselves have received their meed of praise from the press.

But there is one regiment that deserves more than a passing notice. We
refer to the Thirteenth Michigan Infantry, belonging to Col. Harker's
brigade, Wood's division.

" Col. Harker was ordered with his brigade from the left wing to sup-
port the right, and arrived in time to render efficient aid in checking the
further progress of the rebel horde that had so suddenly been precipi-

tated against McCook. The brigade was at once brought into action, the
thirteenth Michigan being one of the regiments held in reserve. The
overwhelming force of the enemy brought against the advance line drove
them steadily back, when two guns belonging to the sixth Ohio battery
were captured by the enemy. But they did not hold them long, as the
thirteenth, which occupied a little cedar grove, were speedily formed
and rushed upon the enemy, yelling like hyenas, charged them, drove
them from their position, retook the lost pieces of artillery and over sixty
prisoners. In the gallant charge the regiment lost about one-third of

their active number engaged, but drove back a force outnumbering them
at least ten to one. Great praise is justly due to this regiment for its

unparalleled gallantry, both officers and men, who are said to have fought
like heroes during the day, and when night came and the roll was called
every man was 'accounted for.' They were either dead, wounded, or in
the ranks ; there were no stragglers from this regiment. The commander
of the regiment, Col. Shoemaker, is highly spoken of, not only for his
bravery in leading his men to this gallant charge, but for the judgment
and ability he displayed in the management of his men during the bat-
tle. Truly, the state of Michigan has reason to be proud of the troops
she has sent to defend the government and the Union."

For the better understanding of all the causes which contributed to

our success I will add, that both officers and men who were taken prison-
ers by us stated to me that when they halted on the line of battle of my
regiment, the confederates gathered together in groups to examine the
dead and wounded and to brake up the muskets on the ground. At this
time the officers talked of the danger of an ambush, and that idea be-
came prevalent in their ranks, so that when we charged down upon them
through the cedar thicket, (their ardor having been dampened by the de-
termined resistance which we had made), they were prepared to be surprised,

and in reality fled without waiting to see our numbers or make any fight

at all. Had the confederates not have halted—and they ought not to

have done so until they encountered an opposing force—I would not have
had time or opportunity to rally and form my regiment, and they would
have encountered no opposition which they could not, with their num-
bers, have overcome without difficulty, and the flank of Gen. Rosecrans'
army would have been turned. After this had been done it would have
been difficult, if not impossible, to have saved our army from annihila-
tion.

It was audacious for us to act as we did, but it was in that very au-
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dacity tliat the germ of success was contained, for had we advanced
quietly and in regular order, we would most undoubtedly have been re-

pulsed. Our success was owing to a number of fortunate circumstances

;

but this does not in the least detract from the merit of our success, for it

is by taking advantage of just such circumstances that the fate of most
battles is decided. We did not wait to see what the confederates were
going to do when we found they had halted and were hesitating, but
charged them with such ardor and noise that we at once turned their hesi-

tation and disorder into defeat.

" Out of tliis nettle of danger we pluck the flower, safety."

AFTER THE BATTLE.

On the night of the oth of January it rained from dusk until morn-
ing. We remained on the same ground until the 7th, when we crossed

Stone river, marched through Murfreesboro and bivouacked on the Bra-
dyville pike. On the 9th I visited Col. Bradlo}', of the fifty-first Illinois.

That night it rained again all night, and we were still without tents or

covering of any kind to protect ourselves from tliese cold January storms.

On the 10th I went in command of my own regiment and the sixty-fifth

Ohio for forage. We filled all our wagons, but were out all day in the

rain. On the 13th I was visited b}^ Dr. A. W. Bowen, father of Capt.

Bowen, of the one-hundredth Illinois Infantr}^ and Franklin Mitchell,

father of Lieut. Mitchell, of the same regiment, who was killed on Wed-
nesday, both of Wilmington, Illinois, and 0. W. Stillman, of Joliet, 111.

The second and third brigades went out to-da}' (the 13th) southward,
on an expedition, the object of which, so far as I could judge, was to see

if there was an}'' force of the enemy in that, direction. Though absent
three days, we found no opposing force in arms.

On the 14th it rained in the afternoon and all night, so that on the

morning of the loth our camping ground was entirely under water.

The two brigades (2d and 3d) returned on the loth from the expedi-

tion on which they started on the 13th. We had rain, sleet, snow and
hail nearh' all day, so that on the 16th our grounds were covered with
slush. On Sunday, the 17th, our quarters being almost entirel}^ under
water and altogether uncomfortable, we moved to the Manchester pike,

and our transportation came up the same day with our tents and sup-

plies. We were now for the first time since Sunda}', the 28th of Decem-
ber, enabled to make ourselves in some degree comfortable and have our
regular supplies and rations. For just three weeks, in the heart of win-
ter, with frequent and severe storms, we, in common with most of

the army of the Cumberland, had been without tents or shelter of any
kind, and most of the time with but a very scant supply of provisions,

yet this, with all tlie discomfort and suffering attending our privations,

was borne without a murmur, though I must say we were very thankful
when our extraordinary trials were at an end, and we had to bear only
those attendant usually upon an army in the field, which of themselves
are such as none but those who have endured them are inclined to

believe.
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The active campaign was now closed, and the army, instead of follow-

ing Gen. Bragg and pressing our advantage by preventing him from
recruiting his now demoralized forces, was for months thereafter engaged
in building the fortifications at Murfreesboro (which was made the

strongest place in the west), but which were so extended that they would
require an army to defend them, and in my opinion were never worth a
tithe of the money expended upon them.

I think it proper to add, in explanation of the details of this narra-

tive, that I have for many years kept a diary. I was able to do this

while in the army, and this has enabled me to refresh my memory as to

many incidents of the war. I can by reference to my diaries tell where
I have been on any given day for over thirty years.

My letters to my wife were written with a pencil. I took advantage
of every oppportunity to write home, and frequently did so every daj'.

At this time I had no thought but of consolation to my family in my
absence. On my return I found most of them had been preserved, and
as they always stated where we were and what we were doing, they, with
my diary, gave quite a detailed history of the movements of the army of

the Cumberland while I was in it.





ERRATA

The Committee of Historians knowing the necessity, in historical papers, of

correctness of statements, and names of persons and places, have been careful in

preparing the matter for the volumes of the " Pioneer Collections," to see that

the volumes should be as free from errors as circumstances would permit. To

this end every paper contained in the two volumes now published was carefully

•examined, and many of them copied before being placed in the hands of the

printer. Notwithstanding all the care bestowed upon the work, undoubtedly

some errors will be found in the volumes, many of which will be found to be the

fault of the writers of the manuscripts, and not the fault of the committee, or the

printer or the proof reader. Nearly all the errors that have been noticed are of

this character. When too late to be corrected in the body of the book, the fol-

lowing errors were noticed :

Page 273, line 22 from top, for Wilcoxnan read Wilcoxson.
Page 284, line 25 from top, for Track read Trask.

Page 289, in the last line, after the word Thompson insert the words "the
west."

Page 296, line 12 from the bottom, for Mickam read Wickam.
Page 300, lines 24 and 25 from the top, for Lammons read Sammons.
Page 309, line 34 from the top, for Elemis read Linus.

Page 309, in the last line, for Brackman read Blackman.
Page 310, line 10 from the top, for DeRand read DeLand.
Page 314, line 26 from the top, for Portia read Porter,

Page 317, line 6 from the bottom, for Beber read Beebe.

Page 324, line 8 from the top, for B. L. Carlton read B. D. Carlton,

Page 325, line 18 from the bottom, for Norvell read Morrell.

Page 328, line 3 from the bottom, for 1840 read 1850.

Page 329, line 6 from the bottom, for George T. Gardner read George F.
Gardner.

Page 330, line 26 from the top, fill blank with 7.

Page 331, line 25 from the top, fill blank with 1863-4-5 and 6.

Page 331, line 29, for active read acting.

Page 333, line — , first letter R instead of K.
Page 336, line 9 from the top, for William R. Gibson read William K. Gibson.
Page 336, line 24 from the top, for Charles K. Knickerbocker read Charles R.

Knickerbocker.
1 age 337, line 4 from the bottom, for 1858 read 1848.

Page 340, for Penney read Pinney.

Page 341, line 19 from the top, for Charles K. read Charles R.

Page 350, line 3, for Alma read Anna.
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A.

x\bbot, T. C, President Michigan Agricul-

tural College, 72.

Abbott, Adelia L., mentioned, 610.

Abbott, Rev. Norman, mentioned, 205.

Abbott, Reuben, mentioned, 242, 245, 253.

Abbott, R. A., mentioned, 346.

Abbott, W, F., mentioned, 436.

Abbott, Amos, mentioned, 436 ; death, men-

tioned, 437.

Abbott, Elam, mentioned, 436 ; death men-

tioned, 437.

Abbott, Sabin, mentioned, 436; death, men-

tioned, 437.

Abbott, William, mentioned, 435, 444.

Abbott, Franklin, mentioned, 446.

Abbott, James, death mentioned, 572.

Abbott, Robert, death mentioned, 572.

Abbott, John, death mentioned, 572.

"Abino Point," mentioned, 13.

Abstract of title of Belle Isle, 585.

Acker, Henry, mentioned, 313, 314.

Ackley, Jesse, mentioned, 233.

Adam, Hon. John J., mentioned, 68, 186, 392,

393, 397, 401, 404, 405, 406, 415, 428 ;

paper by, 357.

Adams, Peter R., mentioned, ,382; 415.

Adams, Truman, mentioned, 398.

Adams, Isaac, mentioned, 394 ; remarks by,

416.

Adams, David, mentioned, 312.

Adams, Mrs. Mary E., mentioned, 205.

Adams, Elder, gratefully remembered, 214

;

oration by, mentioned, 219.

Address of President Witter J. Baxter, 80.

Agricultural College, mentioned, 130.

Albion College, societies, mentioned, 207

;

Financial condition of, 208 ; History of,

204.

I Albion Female Collegiate Institute and Wes-

leyan Seminary, mentioned, 205.

Aldrich, Saville, mentioned, 451 ; death men-

tioned, 456.

Aldrich, Owen, death mentioned, 573.

Aldrich, William, mentioned, 303.

Aldrich, Benajah, mentioned, 451, 456.

Aldrich, David, mentioned, 229, 230.

Aldrich, Bertha F. , mentioned, 207.

Aldrich, Rev. W. J., mentioned, 170.

Aldridge, Lanson, mentioned, 583.

Alumni of the University of Michigan, mort-

gage made to, 609.

Allcott, Sidney S., mentioned, 234, 237, 240,

253.

Allen, Solomon M., mentioned, 196, 242, 253.

Allen, Ethan, mentioned, 296, 312.

Allen, Norman, mentioned, 313, 314, 316,

335, 308.

Allen, John, mentioned, 297.

Allen, Lieutenant, mentioned, 461.

Allen, Rev. C. T., mentioned, 530.

Allen, Mr., mentioned, 563.

Allsop, George, mentioned, 587, 589 .

American Philological Association, mention-

ed, 41.

" American Naturalist," mentioned, 42.

Amerlin, W. Allen, mentioned, 582.

Ames, Bishop, mentioned, 167.

Ames, Joseph, mentioned, 242, 253.

Amiel, John, mentioned, 586.

Amlin, Joseph, death mentioned, 572.

Amsley, Col. John, mentioned, 242.

Amsley, Mrs. John, mentioned, 247.

Anabil, Ira, mentioned, 524.

" Anarchiad," by Messrs. Trumbull, Hum-
phry, Barlow and Hopkins, mentioned,

55.

Ancaster, Duke of, mentioned, 593.

Ancient Garden Beds of Michigan, 21.
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Ancient French houses, mentioned, 103.

Ancient mining at Isle Royale, L. S., described,

45.

Anderson & Rogers, mentioned, 334.

Anderson, Ebenezer, mentioned, 415.

Anderson, John, mentioned, 341.

Anderson, Col., mentioned, 424 ; death men-

tioned, 572.

Anderson, Jacob, mentioned, 207.

Andre, Joseph, death mentioned, 572.

Andrews, Seth L., mentioned, 436.

Andrews, Lyman, mentioned, 451 ; death

mentioned, 456.

Andrews, Justus, mentioned, 582.

Andrews, Morris, mentioned, 582.

Andrews, J. J., mentioned, 584.

Andrus, Lyman W., mentioned, 450.

Ann Arbor, mentioned, 4.

Archer, Giles O., mentioned, 436.

Archer, Ornon, mentioned, 445.

Argo, first steam ferry between Detroit and

Windsor, mentioned, 579, 580, 581.

Army of the Cumberland, mentioned, 612.

Armstrong, Rev. James, mentioned, 159, 161.

Arnold, Rev. E., mentioned, 163.

Arsenal, United States, mentioned, 14.

Asiatic cholera, mentioned, 513.

Ash, James, mentioned, 514.

Athens, town of, mentioned, v, 208 ; first mar-

riage in, 210.

Atkins, Dr. H. A., mentioned, 73, 186.

Atwood, Samuel, mentioned, 502.

" Auld Lang Syne," mentioned, 71.

Austin, Nathan, mentioned, 188.

Austin, Hiram, mentioned, 296.

Austin, Harvey, mentioned, 313, 314.

Austin, Mrs. Cornelius, death mentioned, 457.

Austin, Cornelius, mentioned, 450, 451.

Avery, William, mentioned, 340.

Axford, Hon. Samuel, mentioned, 483, 484.

Ayers, Jerry, mentioned, 444.

Ayers, Asa, mentioned, 444.

Aztecs, mentioned, 26.

B.

Backus, Dr. Ira C, mentioned, vi, 302, 308,

313, 325. 334 ; death mentioned, 30.'i.

Backus, Andrew, mentioned, 415.

Bacon, Daniel S., mentioned, 312.

Bacon, Henry, mentioned, 367, 398.

Bagg, Melancthon J., mentioned, 253.

Bailey, A., mentioned, 437, 444.

Bailey, Geo. L., mentioned, 207.

Bailey, Joseph C, mentioned, 302, 311, 312,

313, 314, 325.

Bain, Stephen, death mentioned, 572.

Bainbridge, Lieut. Henry P., mentioned, 461.

Baird, Jesse, mentioned, 278.

Baker, Garret, mentioned, 254.

Baker, Adjt. Nelson H., mentioned, 461.

Baker, W. & Co., firm, mentioned, 308.

Baker, W., mentioned, 334.

Baker, L. W., mentioned, 392.

Baker, Ebenezer, mentioned, 427, 584.

Baker, Maj. Daniel, mentioned, 460.

Baker, Hosea, mentioned, 480.

Baker, Ambrose, mentioned, 480.

Baker, Colonel, mentioned, .572.

Baker, C, mentioned, 584.

Balch, Jeremiah O., mentioned, vi, memorial

of, 263.

Balch, O., mentioned, 6.

Baldwin, A. C,, mentioned, vii, 68.

Baldwin, Miss Janette, teacher, mentioned,

229.

Baldwin, Pi. N., mentioned, 384.

Baldwin, Chas. M., mentioned, 414.

Baldwin, Gov. H. P., mentioned, 479.

Baldwin, Edwin, mentioned, 579.

Baldwin, Dr., mentioned, 415.

Ball, Daniel, mentioned, 484.

Ball, Daniel & Co., firm, mentioned, 485,

486.

Ball & Co., firm, mentioned, 487.

Ball, John, mentioned, 223 ; death mentioned,

456.

Ball, Rev. S. R., mentioned. 161.

Ball, Miss Charlotte F. (Mrs. Alvin M. Hart),

mentioned, 270.

Ballard, Arden H., mentioned, 511, 515.

Ballard, Mr., mentioned, 471, 473.

Ballard, Jesse, mentioned, 413.

Bancker, E., mentioned, 318.

Bancroft, Rev. J. O., remarks by, 421 ;
men-

tioned, 396, 502.

Bangs, Rev. F. B., mentioned, 166, 168.

Bangs, Francis B., mentioned, 186.

Bangs, John, mentioned, 398.

Bangs, Alanson, mentioned, 428.

Bangs, Joseph, mentioned, 428, 398.

Bangs, Isaac, mentioned, 428.
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Bank of Detroit, mentioned, 111.

Bank of Michigan, mentioned, 112.

Bank of Monroe, mentioned, 113.

Bank of River Raisin, mentioned. Ho.

Bank of Wisconsin, mentioned, 113.

Bank of Washtenaw, mentioned, 113.

Bank of Pontiac, mentioned, 113.

Bank of Manhattan, mentioned, 113.

Bank of St. Clair, mentioned, 113.

Bank of Clinton, mentioned, 113.

Bank of Ypsilanti, mentioned, 113.

Bank of Macomb County, mentioned, 113.

Bank of Oakland, mentioned, 114.

Bank of Tecumseh, mentioned, 114.

Bank of Constantine, mentioned, 114.

Bank books, imperfectly kept, 121.

Bannerman, Rev. Dr. James, mentioned, 434.

Barbe E. W., mentioned, 318.

Barber, Rev. P., mentioned, 435.

Barber, Frank, mentioned, 437.

Barbour, Levi L., mentioned, 609.

Barden, S. D., mentioned. 222.

Barrett, H. A., mentioned, 394.

Barlow, Jason, mentioned, 278.

Barn raising without liquor, 160, 455.

Barnaby, H. T., mentioned, 265.

Barnes, O. M., donor, 5; treasurer, 10, "94;

mentioned, vii, 84.

Barnes, Rev. George S., mentioned, 207.

Barnes, Lewis, mentioned, 292.

Barnes. Edward M., mentioned, 297.

Barnes, Ezra D., mentioned, 483.

Barnes, Dr., mentioned, 485.

Barnes, Norris, mentioned, 223, 224.

Barney, Milton, mentioned, 196, 231, 232.

Barney, Nathaniel, mentioned, 211.

Barry, Gov. John S., mentioned, 107, 231,

406 ; sold hay cut in the old capitol

grounds, 405.

Barrows, Juba, death mentioned, 57^.

Barret, Abel, mentioned, 353.

Bartlett, Hon. W. R., mentioned, 502.

Battlett, Mrs. W. R., mentioned, 504.

Bartlow, Wm., death mentioned, 573.

Barton, Wm., mentioned, 265.

Bartow, W., mentioned, 559, 581, oS'i.

Bascomb, Lewis, mentioned, 302, 308.

'Bascomb's log tavern," mentioned, 297.

Basden, Colonel of the British Twenty-tirst,

mentioned, 574; message to Gen. Brady,

577.

Bates, Hon. Geo. C, mentioned, v, 178, 186,

395 ;
paper by, 573.

Baxter, Hon. Witter J., mentioned, vii, 69,

71, 72.

Baxter, Hon. B. S., mentioned, 393, 391.

Beach, S., death mentioned, 573.

Beach, Samuel, mentioned, 189, 190.

Beach, Wm., mentioned, 190.

Beach, Miss Sarah L., mentioned, 190.

Beach, Dr., mentioned, 213.

Beach, Joseph, mentioned, 234.

Beal, Joseph, mentioned, 361.

Beaman, Judge, mentioned, 414.

Bean, Moses, mentioned, 334.

Bean, John G., mentioned, 196.

"Bean Creek Valley," mentioned, 375,394.

Beard, Alien, mentioned, 475, 479.

Beard, Jesse, mentioned, .309.

Beard &: Cooper, firm, mentioned, 293.

" Beardsley's Prairie," mentioned, 565.

Beardsley, Granville, mentioned, 244, 245.

Beaubien, James, death mentioned, 573.

Beaubien, Peter, death mentioned, 573.

Beaubien, A., death mentioned, 572.

Beautiful Peninsula, the, by E. Lakin Brown,

124.

Bedford, mentioned, v, 210.

Beebe, H. H., mentioned, 5,85, 88.

Beebe, Silas, father of H. H., mentioned,

85 ; donor, 88.

Beebe, Calvin T., mentioned, 326.

Beebe, Charles, mentioned, 326.

Beebe, Joseph E., mentioned, 317.

Beekman, James, mentioned, 445.

Beekman, Jacob, mentioned, 444.

Beckwith, Cyrus, mentioned, 524.

Beisel, Peter Jr., mentioned, 208.

Bell, G. H., mentioned, 214.

Bell, A. P., mentioned, 223.

Bell, Andrew, mentioned, 223, 224.

Belle Isle, abstract of title of, 585.

Belnap, Col., mentioned, 574.

Bendure, Thomas, mentioned, 234.

Benedict, Moses, mentioned, 313.

Beneteau, Francis, mentioned, 579.

Bennett, Joseph H., mentioned, 266.

Bennett, Isaiah W., mentioned, 277, 279, 281,

284, 289, 309, 310.

Bt^nnett, Abel, mentioned, 296.

Bennett, Alonzo, mentioned, 303, 304, 308,

323.
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Bennett, Augustus A., mentioned, 277.

Bennett, Jeremiah, mentioned, 277.

Bennett, Allen, mentioned, 303, 304, 333,

342.

Bennett, Charles, mentioned, 304.

Bennett, George S., mentioned, 304, 342.

Bennett, Orson W., mentioned, 316.

Bennett, Wm. M., mentioned, 316, 3.33, 340.

Bennett, Chester, mentioned, 325.

Bennett, A., mentioned, 334.

Bennett, L., death mentioned, 4'')7.

Bennett, Allen, Sr., mentioned, 303, 304.

Bennett, Knickerbocker & Co., firm, mention-

ed, .304, 350.

Benson, A. M., mentioned, 253, 259.

Benson, Silas, mentioned, 427.

Benson, Peter, mentioned, 397.

Bentley, Daniel, mentioned, 450.

Bentley, Benjamin, mentioned, 449 ; death

mentioned, 457.

Bentley, Joseph, mentioned, 223.

Benton, Eli, mentioned, .546.

Benton, G. P., mentioned, 552, 553, .561. -562,
I

.582.
'

Berrien county, mentioned, 192.

Berry, Abram V., mentioned, 316, 338.

Berry & Medbury, firm, mentioned, 338.

Berthelet, Augustus, death mentioned, 572.

Berthelet, Henry, death mentioned, 572.

Bertram, John, mentioned, 210, 227, 234.

Besley, Wm., donor, 6; mentioned, 68.

Bessey, John, mentioned, 524.

Beswick, Rev. George M., mentioned. 158.

Bcvely, James C, mentioned, 583.

Biddle. Nicholas, mentioned, 568.

" Biddle House," mentioned, 14.

Biddle, Maj. John, mentioned, 17, 110, 182,

366, 401, 512, 513, .568; death mentioned,

572.

Bidwell, B. J., mentioned, 426.

Bidwell, Howell, mentioned, 245.

Bigelow, Joab, mentioned, 88.

Bigelow, W. E., mentioned, 205.

Bigelow, Rev. A. J., mentioned, 206.

Bigelow, Elijah A., mentioned, 242.

Bigelow, Amos, mentioned, 308.

Billings, Alvin, mentioned, 205, 206.

Billings, A. E., mentioned, 343.

Billings, E. S., mentioned, 309.

Bills, Hon. P., mentioned, 367, 405 ; address

of welcome by, 397.

Bingham, Rev. Abel, sketch of the life of,

146 ; became a Michigan pioneer, 152

;

mentioned, v, 72.

Bingham, Elisha and Hannah, father and

mother of Rev. Abel Bingham, mention-

ed, 146.

Bingham, Mr. and Mrs. Abel, golden wed-

ding, mentioned, 157.

Bingham, Henry H., mentioned, 336.

Bingham, Rev. Adoniram Judson, mention-

ed, 156 ; death mentioned, 157.

Bingham, Kinsley S., mentioned, 314 ; Gov. of

Michigan, 108.

" Biographical Reminiscences," by H. G.

Wells, 105.

Bird, Samuel, mentioned, 582.

Bird, Philander, mentioned, 582.

Bird, Zenas, mentioned, 584.

Bishop, Wm. A., mentioned, 203.

Bishop, Henry, mentioned, 70 ; note by, 192.

Bishop, Levi, donor, 89 ; historical address

by, 399, mentioned, 396.

Bishop, Levi, death mentioned, 457.

Bissell, Theodore, mentioned, 382, 428.

Black, Wm., mentioned, 480.

Blackman, Henry E., mentioned, 186.

Blacicman, Russell, mentioned, vi, 279, 296'

308, 309.

Blackman, Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel, mentioned,

278.

Blackman, Horace, mentioned, 275, 277, 278,

279, 281, 285, 293, 309, 310; good judg-

ment, mentioned, 283.

Blackman, Lemuel, mentioned, vi, 282, 283,

289, 296, 297, 309.

Blackman, Silence D., Levi, Francis, and

George, children of Lemuel, mentioned,

290.

Blackman, Mrs., mentioned, 515.

Blackmar, Miss Alzina (Mrs. Blood), men-

tioned, 381.

Blackwell, Joseph O. R., mentioned, 304.

Blackwell, L. & Co., firm, mentioned, 308,

334.

Blackwood, Mrs. Samuel, death mentioned,

457.

Black Hawk war, mentioned, 19, 209 ; stop-

ped immigration, 294.

Black Hawk and Toledo wars, mentioned, 71.

Black river, mentioned, 13, 44, 208,

Black Rock, mentioned, 550,
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Blair, Dr., mentioned, 332.

Blair, Hon. Austin, mentioned, 329.

Blair, John, death mentioned, 45tt.

Blair, Wm., mentioned, 595.

Blakeley, A. H., mentioned, 228.

Blanchard, Rev. Joseph, mentioned, l(iH.

Blanchard, Judge, mentioned, 412, 413.

Blanchard, S., mentioned, 427, 370.

Bliss, Hervey, mentioned, 359, 380.

Bliss, W. W., mentioned, 392.

Blodget, Stephen, mentioned, 204.

Blodgett, P. S., mentioned, 353.

Blood, Ezra F., mentioned, 186, 367, 381, .383,

387, 394, 397,^399, 409, 413, 428, 4:^.2.

Blood, Mrs., mentioned, 432.

Blood, Wm. A., mentioned, .382.

Blood, Leroy, C, mentioned, 382.

Bloomfield, Giles, mentioned, 314, 325.

Bloss, Mr., death mentioned, 457.
" Board of Trade Battery of Chicago," men-

tioned, 628.

Bois, Hon. J. K., mentioned, 394.

Bogart, Horace, mentioned, 444-

Boggs, Rev. A. R., mentioned, 207.

Bolton, Abram F., mentioned, 310, 311, 312.

Bonnell, John C, mentioned, 323.

Booth, Horace, mentioned, 543.

Booth, Virgil, mentioned, 543.

Bord, Rev. George W., mentioned, 160.

Borland, James T., mentioned, 427.

Bort, William, mentioned, 206.

Bortler, Wandal, mentioned, 254.

Bortree M'fg, Co., mentioned, ,342.

Bortree, M. K., mentioned, 342.

Boss, George, mentioned, 203.

Bothwell, Wm, E., mentioned, 294, 310.

Botsford, Schuyler, mentioned, 531.

Boughton, Richard, mentioned, 582.

Boughton, Susan, mentioned, 451.

Boughton, Thomas, mentioned, .324.

Boult, T., inventor, 219.

Bourns, F., mentioned, 502.

Bours, A. L., mentioned, 70.

Bowen, Capt., mentioned, 623, 624.

Bowen, Dr. A. W., father of Capt. B., men-

tioned, 636.

Bowen, Rodney Stevens, mentioned, 62'!.

Bowerman, Mrs., mentioned, 394.

Bowers, Wm., mentioned, 527.

Boyd, Robert, mentioned, 370.

Boyd, Mr., mentioned, 592.

Boyn, Nathaniel, mentioned, 290.

Boyn, Moses, mentioned, 296.

Boynton, M. A., donor, 89.

Brainard, John, extract from poem by, 60.

Brace, Elisha, mentioned, 222, 223.

Brace, Horace, mentioned, 242, 253.

Bracket, Stephen P., mentioned, 398.

Bradish, Nelson, mentioned, 373.

Bradish, Calvin, mentioned, 373.

Bradish, Curran, mentioned, 373.

Bradbury, Miss Juliet, mentioned, 206.

Bradford, Moses, mentioned, 582.

Bradford, Amnah, mentioned, 582.

Bradley, Capt. Cullen, mentioned, 612, 627-,

629.

Bradley, Col., mentioned, 636

Bradley, Alva W., mentioned, 207.

Bradley, Deacon Wm., mentioned, 384.

Bradley, Edward, mentioned, 2.39.

Bradley, Henry, mentioned, 584.

Brady, Gen. Hugh, death mentioned, 572

;

mentioned, 573, 574, 575, 576; message
to Col. Basden, 577, 578.

" Brady Guards," mentioned, 107.

Bragg. Gen. Braxton, mentioned, 612.

Brand, Humphrey &Co., donors, 89.

Branch county, mentioned, 69.

Breitenback, M. B., mentioned, 277.

Brewer, Joseph W., mentioned, 184.

Brewster, F., death mentioned, 573.

Brewster, Wm., mentioned, 572.

Brevoort, H. B., death mentioned, 572.

Bridges, Edward M., mentioned, 117.

Brier, Rev. J. W., mentioned, 164.

Briggs, Daniel B., mentioned, 68, 186.

Briggs, Russell, mentioned, 314.

Briggs, Jabez, mentioned, 394.

"Brighton Citizen," mentioned, 74.

Brill, Solomon, mentioned, 296.

Britain, Calvin, mentioned, 196, 231, 377.

Britton, Mrs. Lewis, death, mentioned, 4,57.

Brockway, Rev. Wm. H., mentioned, 71, 72,

205, 206, 207-

Brooke, Gen. George M., mentioned, 574.

Brooks, Col. Edward, mentioned, 461 ; death

mentioned, 572.

Brooks, Benedict, mentioned, 509.

Bronson, John, death mentioned, 573.

" Bronson's Prairie," mentioned, 563.

Bronson, Jabez, mentioned, 193.

Brown, Lieut. Simeon B., mentioned, 16.
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Brown, Gen. Joseph W., received with great
|

enthusiasm, 71; donor, 74; mentioned, 178,

859, 365, 366, 367, 370, 369. 371, 375, 376,

377, 381,383, 384, 391. 392, 393, 394, 395,
;

397, 399, 408, 409, 412, 413, 414, 423, 424, 1

427, 429, 432, 495, 496; quaint remark;

by, 364.

Brown, Gen. Egbert, son of Joseph W., !

mentioned, 70.

Brown, E. B., letter to Gen. Brown by, 887.

Brown, E. I-akin, paper by, 124; mentioned,
i

432.

Brown, Hiram, mentioned, 184.

Brown, Anson, mentioned, 284, 510.

Brown, H. H. & Co., firm, mentioned, 820.

Brown, Geo. D., mentioned, 332.

Brown, Hon. Wm. G., mentioned, 332.

Brown & Pilcher, firm, mentioned, 332.

Brown, E. C, mentioned, 346.

Brown, Maj. Gen. Jacob, mentioned, 370.

Brown, Wm. A., mentioned, 370.

Brown, Egbert B., mentioned, 370.

Brown, Noah, mentioned, 394.

Brown, Asahel, mentioned, 188.

Brown, Wm., mentioned, 196.

Brown, Hon. C. R., mentioned, 206.

Brown, Jeremiah, mentioned, 228.
j

Brown, Wm. H., mentioned, 238.
;

Brown, James, death mentioned, 456.

Brown, Benjamin, mentioned, 457.

Brown, Samuel, mentioned, 408.

Brown, John, mentioned, 4.33, 451. i

Brown, CuUen, death mentioned, 572. !

Brown, Dr. Wm., death mentioned, .572. '

Brown, J. T., mentioned, 70.

Brown, Calvin, mentioned, 428.

Browning, F. P., death mentioned, 572.

Brownsberger, S., meritioned, 214, 215.

Bruce, Rev. C. A., mentioned, 167.

Bruce, T., Maj. sixtieth regiment, mentioned,

585.

Bruce, Rev. Dr., mentioned, 385.

Brush, Edmund Askin, death mentioned, 72,

mentioned, .572, 602,

Brush Farm, mentioned, 14.

Buck, Warren N., mentioned, vi, 305, 315, 316.

Buchanan, James, mentioned, 106.

Buchanan, Mrs. Sophia H., daughter of Abel

Bingham, mentioned, 146, 156.

Buddington, W., mentioned, 308, .334, 805.

Buddington, Thomas, mentioned, .324.

Bullard, Amos, mentioned, 524.

Bunce, Judge, mentioned, 13.

Bunce, Truman, mentioned, 480.

Bunker Hill, mentioned, 85.

Burchard, James T., mentioned, 315.

Burges, Hiram, mentioned, 266.

Burk, M., mentioned, 524.

Burland, Thomas, mentioned, 229.

Burlington, mentioned, v, 211, 212.

Burnell, John C, mentioned, 313.

Burnell & Fish, firm, mentioned, 308, 334.

Burnet, Ellsworth, mentioned, 196.

Burnett, B. F., mentioned, 530.

Burns, Rev. David, mentioned, 167.

Burt, John, mentioned, 231.

Burtis, John, death mentioned, 572; men-

tioned, 579, 580.

Bush, John J., mentioned, 68, 184.

Bush, Mrs. Charles P., mentioned, 186.

Bush, Chauncey, death mentioned, 573.

Bushnell, D. N., mentioned, 233.

Butterfield, John L., mentioned, 314.

Butler, Jonathan D., mentioned, 584.

Buzzell, Martin, mentioned, 444.

Buzzell, Allen, mentioned, 444.

By-gones of Detroit (Gen. Hugh Brady), by

Hon. George C. Bates, 573.

"By-gones of Brighton," mentioned, 74.

Byrne, George, mentioned, 314, 335.

Byrne, Gilbert R., mentioned, 335.

Byron, Rev. Joseph, mentioned, 163.

c.

Cadillac, Lamotte, mentioned, 100.

Cadle, Rev. D., death mentioned, 572.

Cady, Lovejoy, mentioned, 554.

Cady, Daniel L., mentioned, 282.

Cady, Daniel D., mentioned, 583.

Cage, Horace, mentioned, 427.

Cairns, Robert, mentioned, 367.

Calhoun county, mentioned, 69; history of,

by Dr. O. C. Comstock, 193; bank of,

mentioned, 195.

Calhoun County Agricultural Society, men-

tioned, 199.

Calva, Caleb, mentioned, 313.

Cameron, James D., mentioned, 156.

Camburn, Rev. R. B., mentioned, 166.

Camp, Samuel, mentioned, 196, 245.

Campau, Capt. Jacques, mentioned, 65.
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Campau, Mr., Indian trader, mentioned, 473,

474.

Campau, Joseph, death mentioned, 572.

Campau, Barnabas, mentioned, 597, 598,

599, 600, 604, 606 ; death mentioned, 572.

Campau, John Barnabas, mentioned, 600, 601.

Campau, Alexandrine M., mentioned, 601.

Campau, Emily, mentioned, 600, 601, 610.

611.

Campau, Alexander M., mentioned 600, 601,

606, 609, 610, 611.

Campau, Albert, mentioned, 600.

Campau, Eliza S., mentioned, 610.

Campbell, Alexander, deatb mentioned, 572,

Campbell, Henry iVL, death mentioned, 572.

Campbell, Edward, mentioned 224.

Campbell, Mr. and Mrs., mentioned, 511.

Campbell, Judge James V., mentioned, 71,

184, 124 ;
paper by, 95.

Canfield, Augustine, mentioned, 212, 231.

Canniff, Abram C, death of, 53 ; obituary, 63.

Canniff, Charles, death mentioned, 572.

Canniff, James, mentioned, 278.

Canniflf, Elijah, mentioned, 296.

Cannon, Miss, teacher, mentioned, 512.

Caple, Mr., death mentioned, 456.

Carlton, Mrs. G. E., mentioned, 426.

Carlton, B. L., mentioned, 324.

Carlton, Dexter, mentioned, 582.

Carlton & Van Antwerp, mentioned, 324.

Carney, Mrs. Rachel, mentioned, 206.

Carnival, held at Sault St. Marie, mentioned,

98.

Carpenter, John H., mentioned, 360.

Carpenter, T. C, mentioned, 184.

Carpenter, N. B., death mentioned, 572.

Carrier, Isaac, mentioned, 296.

"Gary's Mission," mentioned, 564.

Cary, Mr. and Mrs., mentioned, 565.

Case, Josephus and wife, mentioned, 277-

Case, Josephus, mentioned, 284, 294, 293,

296, 309, 312.

Case, Elijah, mentioned, 293; death mention-

ed. 427.

Case, Gordon, mentioned, 325.

Case, Lyman, mentioned, 315.

Case, Abel, death mentioned, 456.

Cass, Gen. Lewis, mentioned, 11, 17, 74, 85,

106, 152, 154, 179, 280, 389, 451, 559, 556

;

brought his family to Detroit, 38 ; made
Saginaw treaty with Indians, 39.

Cavender, John, mentioned, 392.

Chaffee, Amos, mentioned, 572.

Chamberlain, Gad, mentioned, 435, 444.

Chamberlain, Henry, mentioned, 184.

Chamberlain, William, mentioned, 184.

Chamberlain, Dr., mentioned, 471.

Chamberlain, Captain, mentioned, 444.

Chamberlain, Josejjh, mentioned, 205.

Chamberlain, Benjamin, mentioned, 245.

Chamberlain, Charles, mentioned, 4^4.

Chamberlain, James, mentioned, 446.

Chamberlain, N. P., editor, mentioned, 446.

Chamberlain, Lord, mentioned, 593.

Chamberlain, Nelson, mentioned, 445.

Chambers, Joseph, death mentioned, 456.

Champion, Salmon, mentioned, 514.

Champion, Mrs. Salmon, mentioned, 512.

Champlain, French traveler, mentioned, 98.

Chandler, Secretary, mentioned, 66.

Chandler, William, mentioned, 436.

Chapel, Caleb, mentioned, 296.

Chapel, Mr., death mentioned, 456.

" Chapaton Tavern," mentioned, 569.

Chapaton, E., death mentioned, 572.

Chapin, Dewitt C, mentioned, 313-

Chapin, Daniel, mentioned, 300.

Chapin, Dr. Marshall, death mentioned, 572.

Chapin, A. M., mentioned, vii, 68.

Chapin, Mrs. Jane Pease, mentioned, 184.

Chapin, Samuel, mentioned, 184.

Chapin. B. S., mentioned, 319.

Chapin & Higgs, firm, mentioned, 224.

Chaplain, Erastus, mentioned, 302.

Chapman, S., mentioned, 259.

Chapman, Elizur B,, mentioned, 278, 293,

296.

Chapman, Sarah (now Mrs. A. D. Putman),

mentioned. 283.

Chapman, Leander, mentioned, 308, 312, 314,

325.

Chapman, E. B., mentioned, 290.

Chapman, Randall, mentioned, 450; death

mentioned, 456.

Chase, Edson, death mentioned, 456.

Chase, Eli T., mentioned, 225.

Chase, Bela, death mentioned, 456.

Chase, Peter, death mentioned, 456.

Chase, Charles H., mentioned, 207.

Chattield, Guy C, mentioned, 315.

Cheesman, Eev. Mr., mentioned, 248.

Cheever, Rev. Mr., mentioned, 175-
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Chene, Gabriel, mentioned, 596.

Cheney, Reuben S., mentioned, 323.

Cherry, H. P., donor, 5, 74.

Chevalier, Chabert de Joncaire, mentioned,

103.

Children of Abram C. Canniflf, mentioned, 63.

Children of Shadrach Gillett, mentioned, 63.

Children of John J. Garrison, mentioned, 64.

Childs, Houssel & Brown firm, mentioned,

308.

Chipman, Henry, mentioned, 18, 73 ; death

mentioned, 572.

Chipman, A. B., mentioned, 186.

Chittenden, Benjamin, death mentioned, 572.

Chittock, Wright, mentioned, 334 ; death

mentioned, 335.

Chittock, Dr. Gordon, mentioned, 335.

Chittock, W., mentioned, 308.

Chisholm, Thomas, death of, 7 ; mentioned,

197, 242, 253 ; memorial, sketch of, 263.

Chisholm, Peter, mentioned, 197.

Chubb, Freely (mistake), mentioned, 585.

Church, Mrs. Mary E., mentioned, 205.

Church, Robert, mentioned, 244.

Church, Byron, mentioned, 244,

Church, Chandler, mentioned, 245.

Christie, Wm., mentioned, 589, 590.

Chrisopher, Charles, mentioned, 340.

Cicotte, Jacques, mentioned, 581.

Cicotte, James, death mentioned, 572.

Cicotte, Francis, death mentioned, 572.

Clapp, William, mentioned, 266.

Clapp, Orris, mentioned, 245.

Clapp, George S., mentioned, 206.

Clapp, C. W., mentioned, 223, 224.

Clare, Viscount, mentioned, 593.

Clarendon, town of, mentioned, 224.

Clark, Gen Edward, mentioned, 4.

Clark, Messrs. John P. & George, mentioned,

62.

Clark, Wm. S., donor, 74.

Clark, George, death mentioned, 86.

Clark, Wm. A., mentioned, 88.

Clark, Edwin G., mentioned, 184, 276.

Clark, Rev. Calvin, mentioned, vi, 87, 197;

gratefully remembered, 214 ; death men-

tioned, 86.

Clark, Caleb, mentioned, 184.

Clark, Wm. W., mentioned, 205.

Clark, Lieut. Ed., mentioned, 284.

Clark, Alvin, mentioned, 313.

Clark & Welling, firm, mentioned, 334.

Clark, Samuel P., mentioned, 334.

Clark, Benjamin, mentioned, 371; death men-

tioned, 573.

Clark, D. H., mentioned, 371.

Clark, Thomas, letter from, 423.

Clark, Dr. T. B., death mentioned, 572.

Clark, Thomas B., death mentioned, 572-

Clark, Nathaniel, death mentioned, 457.

Clark, James, death mentioned, 456.

Clark, Mrs. Cromwell, death mentioned, 456.

Clark, Jonathan, mentioned, 427.

Clark, Robert, mentioned, 427.

Clarke, George, mentioned , 569.

Clarkson, D., donor, 87,

Clans, Major, mentioned, 593.

Cleland, James T., mentioned, 297.

Clements, S., mentioned, 206.

Cleveland, Rev. Dr. John P., mentioned,

234.

Cleveland, Mr., remarks by, 423.

Cleveland, Salter, mentioned, 396.

Cline, Samuel, mentioned, 293.

Clyne, T., mentioned, 501.

Clinton, Gov. Dewitt, mentioned, 13.

Clinton county, mentioned, 69.

Clovey, Orry, mentioned, 582.

Coats, James, mentioned, 427.

Cobb, C. M., mentioned, 205.

Cobb, O. M., mentioned, 245.

Cobb, J. B., mentioned, 308.

Cobb & Smith, firm, mentioned, 334.

Cobb, John, mentioned, 524.

Cobb, Mr. and Mrs,, mentioned, 539.

Cochrane, Isaac C, mentioned, 205.

Coffinbury, S. C, mentioned, 71, 184 ;
paper

by, 489.

Cogshall, Rev. I., mentioned, 168, 206, 167.

Colclazer, Rev. Jacob, mentioned, 163.

Colclazer, Rev. Henry, mentioned, 282, 283.

Cole, James W., mentioned, 368, 398.

Cole, Henry S., mentioned, 178 ; death men-

tioned, 572.

Cole, Ichabod, mentioned, 316-

Cole, J. L., journal by, 470.

Cole & Potter, firm, mentioned, 18.

Cole, Samuel, mentioned, 582.

Cole, D. B., death mentioned, 572.

Coleman, Cooper & Co., firm, mentioned,

298, 299.

Coleman, W. H., mentioned, 213.
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Coleman, Daniel, mentioned, 204, 282, 291,

298 ; death mentioned, 296.

Collamer, Lewis, mentioned, 313.

Collamer, W., mentioned, 334.

Collamer, Myron, mentioned, 290, 334.

Collar, John, mentioned, 353.

Collier, Rufus, mentioned, 485.

Collister, John, mentioned, 398.

Colvin, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Colwell, Samuel, death mentioned, 572.

Comfort, Rev. W. C, mentioned, 167; death

mentioned, 168.

Comhard, John D., mentioned, 583.

Commitee of Historians, mentioned, 69, 70.

" Commodore Perry," steamboat, mentioned,

515.

Compton, Helena, mentioned, 50o.

Comstock, Dr. O. C, donor, 5, 87 ; mention-

ed, 7, 10, 12, 68, 84, 86, 91, 92, 205 ; reso-

lution by, 70; obituary by, 262; memor-

il by, 263 ;
paper by, 193.

mstock, Jonathan, mentioned, 220.

Jomstock, H. H., mentioned, 229, 231, 234.

Comstock, Wm., mentioned, 269.

Comstock, Darius, mentioned, 359, 464, 368,

369, 370, 413, 414, 424.

Comstock, Hon. Elias, mentioned, 483, 484,

486.

Comstock, Addison J., mentioned, 374, 413.

Conant, Hon. Shubael, mentioned, 412; death

mentioned, 572.

Conely, John, mentioned, 329.

Conklin, Dr. Amariah, mentioned, 526.

Conklin, Deacon, mentioned, 415.

Conklin, Dr. Ebenezer H., mentioned, 524.

Conely, Rev. C. E., mentioned, 405.

Connable, E. J., mentioned, 206, 207, 337, 340.

Contents of mounds, 41.

Contract for printing vol. 1, State Pioneer col-
|

lections, 82.
;

Converse, Elijah, death mentioned, 572.
;

Conveying goods from Boston to Detroit in

1808 described, 36.

Convis, Ezra, mentioned, 213, 223, 230, 231

;

death mentioned, 211.

Convis, Caroline, 213.

Convis, Samuel, mentioned, 220.

Conviss, Town of, mentioued, 222.

Cook, John, death mentioned, 572.

Cook, Orville, death mentioned, 572.

Cook, Abram, death mentioned, 572.

Cook, Asa B., mentioned, 229.

Cook, Levi, mentioned, 511 ; death men-

tioned, 572.

Cook, Elijah, Jr., mentioned, 225, 227.

Cook, Henry, mentioned, 223, 231.

Cook, David Henry, mentioned, 524, 525.

Cook, Rev. R. H., mentioned, 163.

Cooley, T. M., mentioned, 367.
Cooley, Mr., mentioned, 479.

Cooper, Thompson & Co., mentioned, 3.35,

349.

Cooper, David, mentioned, 14 ; death men-

tioned, 572.

Cooper, George B., mentioned, 279, 282, 291,

297, 298, 299, 312.

Cooper & Thompson, firm, mentioned, 291.

Cooper, George, mentioned, 314, 322.

Copland, mentioned, 312, 313, 314.

Cornell, Jacob, paper by, 19 ; mentioned, 85 :

donor, 88.

Cornell, T., mentioned, 184.

Cornell, Stephens, came to Michigan, 19 ;

death mentioned, 21.

Cornell, Jerry G., mentioned, 312, 314.

Coquillard, Frenchman, mentioned, 564.

Corselius, George, mentioned, 284.

Cote, P., death mentioned, 572.

County societies, mentioned, 87.

Courter, Henry, death mentioned, 4.56.

Contieau, Mons., mentioned, 376.

Covert, Mrs. Catharine, death mentioned,

457.

Cowden, James D., mentioned, 314, 315, 334.

Crane, Rev. Elijah, mentioned, 204, 242

:

gratefully remembered, 214.

Crane, George, mentioned, 374.

Crane John, death mentioned, 457.

Crary, Isaac E., mentioned, 196, 211, 231,

2.35, 240, 261, 310, 313.

Crapo, Gov. Henry H., mentioned, 109.

Crawford, H., mentioned, 184.

Crawford. Benjamin, mentioned, 266.

Crawford, G. L., mentioned, 436.

Crawford, Ira, mentioned, 450.

Craven, Thomas, death mentioned, 456.

Cray, John D., death mentioned, 572.

Crippin, L. D., mentioned, 205.

Critchett, Ezekiel T., mentioned, 296, 309,

310.

Critchett, Otis A., mentioned, 206.

Crittenden, Noah P., mentioned, 221.



652 Index.

Crittenden, Gen., mentioned 612, 629, 634.

Cronkite, Watson, death mentioned, 456.

Cronkite, Gabriel, death mentioned, 456.

Crooks, Henry, mentioned, 485.

Crooks, David, mentioned, 584.

Cross, R. J., mentioned, 428, 429

Cross, Wm., donor, 6, 86.

Cross, Wm. H., mentioned, .326, a pioneer's

sketch by, 428.

Croswell, Gov., mentioned, 4Uo, letter of re-

gret from, 405.

Crowell, Jesse, mentioned, 224. i

Cudihee, John, mentioned, 327.

Cudworth, Apolos, death mentioned, 457.

Culbertson, C. W., mentioned, 426.

Culbertson, James, mentioned, 426.

Culver, Major, mentioned,
j

CuQimings, Orgil, mentioned, 309.

Cummings, Isaac, mentioned, 582.

Curtis, Wm., mentioned, 308.
i

Curtis, E., mentioned, 265.

Cushway, Benjamin, mentioned, 476.

D.

Dailey, A. G., mentioned, 346.

Duke, C. P., mentioned, 436.

Dana, George W., mentioned, .582.

Daniels, Abel, mentioned, 309.

Daniels, John, mentioned, 277, 286, 296.

Daniels, Henry, mentioned, 353.

Daniels, A. W.. mentioned, 286.

" Daniel Webster," steamer, mentioned, 19.

Darling, Joseph, mentioned, 353.

Dartmouth College, mentioned, 66.

Darwin, Rev. Alanson, mentioned, 381.

Davenport, Horace, mentioned, 580.

Davenport, Louis, death mentioned, 572.

Davidson, Rev. James F., mentioned, 164.

Davis, Rosevelt, mentioned, 311,325.

Davis, Cornelius, mentioned, 449, 583.

Davis, Capt., mentioned, 415, 384.

Davis, Rev. Jonathan, mentioned, -508, 582.

Davis, Dr. J. D., mentioned, .360, 508.

Davis, Jahael, mentioned, .584.

Davis, Sir Robert, mentioned, 102.

Davis, .Solon, mentioned, 196.

Dawson, Luther, mentioned, 398.

Dawson, George, mentioned, 395.

Day, John S., mentioned, 215.

Day, Samuel, death mentioned, 572.

Dean, Jerry, death mentioned, 572.

Dean, Horace, mentioned, 315.

Deane, Worcester, mentioned, 205.

Delamater, Anson H., mentioned, 312, 315.

DeLand, C. V., mentioned, 324.

DeLand, Wm. R., mentioned 278, 281, 284,

289, 295, 308, 309, 310, 311, 311, 313, 214.

DeLand, Mary Ann Samantha, mentioned,

290.

DeLong, Charles, mentioned, 314,

DeLong, Walter, first man killed at Murfrees-

boro, 614.

DeMill, Peter E., mentioned, 326.

Deming, John J., death mentioned, 573.

Deming, Mr., mentioned, 392.

Denbigh, Earl of, mentioned, 593.

Dennis, Deacon George, death mentioned,

456.

Dennis George, mentioned, 451.

Densmore, George L., mentioned, o]5.

Department of the Interior, donor, 6.

DePeyster, Col., mentioned, 593.

Dequindre, Julia, wife of Judge Moran, men-

tioned, 65.

Dequindre, Major Henry, mentioned, 65.

Dequindre, Timothy, death mentioned, 572.

Dequindre, Antoine, death mentioned, 572.

Derby, Charles, mentioned, 298, 308, 325.

Desnoyers, Charles, mentioned, 62.

Desnoyers, Peter, death mentioned, .572.

Detroit river, mentioned, 598, 599,600, 610.

" Detroit Tribune," mentioned, 6, extract

from, 61,

" Detroit Revolutionary Patriot," mentioned.

59.

Detroit Light Dragoons, mentioned, 16.

Detroit as State Capital, mentioned, 62.

Devine, W., mentioned, vii, 68.

Deven, Russell, mentioned, 265.

Dewey, F. A., President Pioneer Society, men-

tioned, vii., 68, Sa, 88, 375, 377, 383, .391,

392, 397, 399, 422, paper by, .390, address

by, 393.

Dewey, Sidney W., mentioned, 524.

Dexter, Judge, mentioned, 430, 475, 481.

Dexter, Samuel W, mentioned, 309, 398,

524.

Dexter, town of, mentioned, 20.

Dibble, Hon. Leonidas D., mentioned, 219.

Dibble, Mrs., remarks by, mentioned, 426.
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Dibble, Charles T., mentioned, 236.

Dibble, Charles P., mentioned, 239,

Dibble & Turnbull, mentioned, 334.

Dickinson, N., mentioned, 436.

Dickinson, Mrs. N., mentioned, 437.

Dickey, Col. Charles, mentioned, 68, 237.

Disbrow, H. V., death mentioned, .572.

Dodemead, David, death mentioned, 572.

Dodge, Dr. T. F., mentioned 391.

Donnelly, Eleazer, mentioned, 244.

Doolittle, Anthony, mentioned, 224.

Dorr, Melvin, death mentioned, -572.

Dorr, J. R., death mentioned, 572.

Dorrance, A. A., mentioned, 324.

Dorrill, Marvin, mentioned, 302.

Dorsey, Andrew, mentioned. 232.

Doty, W. E. , mentioned, 436.

Doty, Ellis, death mentioned, 572.

Dort, Titus, mentioned, 85.

Doryan, George, mentioned, 100.

Douglas, Alonzo, mentioned, 184.

Dowling, Hiram, mentioned, 253.

Downer, Lucretia, mentioned, 582,

Downs, Lemuel, mentioned, 244, 245.

Ducharme, Alfred J., mentioned, 609, 610.

Duffield, Rev. George, D. D., mentioned, 71,

84, 124, 184, 578, poem by, 138.

Duffield, Dr., mentioned, 124.

Drake, Thos. L., mentioned, 314.

Draper, William, mentioned, 312.

Drouijard, Francoise, mentioned, 5vU.

Drury, Samuel F., mentioned, 186.

'* Dry Prairie," mentioned, 208.

Dryer, Wm. A., mentioned, 85.

Dryer, Mrs. G. W., mentioned, 247, 253, 261.

Dunakin, Daniel, mentioned, 225.

Durand, John T., mentioned, 276, 278, 285,

289, 310, 312, 313, 315, 316.

Durand, John, mentioned, 278, 284, 309, 310.

Durand, Cyrus T., mentioned, 436.

Durrell, Wm., death mentioned, 572.

Duryea, Horace, mentioned, 334.

Dustin, Augustus, mentioned, 242.

Dwight, John N., mentioned, 30. 314, 311,

629, pleasant, genial gentleman, 301.

Dwight, Daniel, mentioned, 292, 293, 300.

Dwight, John T., mentioned, 293.

Dwight, David M., mentioned, 293.

Dwight, David T., mentioned, 300, 308, 312,

.313, 333, 334, 352.

Dwight,
J.

W., mentioned, 311,

Dwight, John M., mentioned, 312, 313.

Dwight, A. A., vote of thanks tendered, 460.

Dwinnell, Benjamin T., mentioned, 227, death

mentioned, 228.

Dwinnell, Esquire, mentioned, 200.

Dwinnell, Emily, mentioned, 545.

Dwinnell, Henry L., mentioned, 227.

Dyar, John W., mentioned, 444.

Dyer, James A., mentioned, 298, 313, 315.

Dyer, S. T., death mentioned, 334.

E.

Eames, A. & L., mentioned, 293.

Eames, John, mentioned, 296.

"Early French Settlements in Michigan," by

James V. Campbell, 95.

"Early Banks and Banking in Michigan," by

Alpheus Felch, 111.

Eastman, Prof., mentioned, 245.

Eaton, Jerome B., mentioned, 336, 340.

Eaton & Knickerbocker, mentioned, 331.

" Echoes of the Past," paper by Mrs. Mary E.

Foster, 537.

Eckford, mentioned, vi., 224.

Eddy, Joseph, mentioned, 449, 450, 451, 455,

death mentioned, 456.

Eddy, Zachariah, mentioned, 452, death men-

tioned, 456.

Eddy, Abel, death mentioned, 456.

Edgerly, S. W., mentioned, 346.

Edmonds, Wm., mentioned, 360.

Edmonds, James M., mentioned, 314.

Edrell, W. C, mentioned, 184.

Edwards, Abraham, death mentioned, 572.

Eggleston, B. F. , mentioned, 303, 307.

Ehle, Joseph I., mentioned, 225.

" Elegy on the Times," poem by John Trum-

bull, 55.

Eldred, Julius, death mentioned, 572.

Eldred, Rev. A. J., mentioned, 168.

Ellis, Welbore, Esq., mentioned, 593.

Ellsworth, Ira H., mentioned, 222.

Elmore, John, death mentioned, 457.

Elwell, Samuel, mentioned, 444.

Elwell, Darius, mentioned, 444.

Ely, Gen. Ralph, History of Gratiot County

by, 264, mentioned, vii., 68, 265, 266, 268.

Emerson, Judge, mentioned, 216.

Emerson, R, H. & Co., firm mentioned, 339.
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Emery, Mrs. Dr. J. C, mentioned, 456, names

Novi, 451.

Emery, Dr. J. C, mentioned, 4o2.

Emmons, H. H., mentioned, 100.

Emmet, formerly called" Casey, mentioned,

vi,, 227.

English speaking American women in Michi-

gan woods, mentioned, 338.

Enos, Jonathan, mentioned, 246.

Enos & Keep, mentioned, 246.

Erie, lake, mentioned, 13.
i

Erie canal, mentioned, 13, 19.

Erkenbrack, Rev. John, mentioned, 163.

Erskine, Henry, mentioned, 582.

Erndon, O. A., mentioned, 265.

Estabrook, Prof., mentioned, 515.
'

Evans, Musgrove, meniioned, 365, 367, .375,

378, 388, 389, 397, 414, 424, 426, 430;

letter by, 410.

Evans, Aaron, mentioned, 296.
[

Evans, John, mentioned, 244.
j

Evans, Samuel, mentioned, 384, 338, 432.

Evans, Vincent, mentioned, 380.

Evans, Mrs., letter by, 411.

Evans & Brown, firm, mentioned, 381. I

"Evening News," correspondence, 140.

Ewell, S. H., meniioned, 427.

Ewell, Holbrook, extract from poems by,

446.

Ewers, Alva, death mentioned, -572.

Exelby, Mr., mentioned, 394.

F.

Fairchild, W. J., mentioned, 215.

Fairchild, Rev. M. W., mentioned, 435, 436.

Fairman, Jerard, mentioned, 582

Fales, Timothy, death mentioned, 572.

Falmouth, Viscount, mentioned, 593.

Fanning, Col., mentioned, 433, 574.

Fargo, Stephen, mentioned, 413, 512.

Farles, Timothy, mentioned, 449.

Farley, Wm., mentioned, 203.

Farmer, John, death mentioned, 572.

Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of Michigan,

mentioned, llj.

Farmers' Bank of Sandstone, mentioned, 6.

Farnsworth, Rev. R., mentioned, 161.

Farnsworth, Elon, mentioned, 214, 223, 314;

death mentioned, .572.

Farnsworth, Mr., death, mentioned, 457.

Farnsworth, Joseph, mentioned, 220.

Farrand, Johnson & Higby, firm, mentioned,

335.

Farrand, Bethuel, mentioned, 280; death

mentioned, 572.

Farrand, Phineas, mentioned, 297, 305, 307,

308, 311, 312, 334.

Farrand, Fairchild, mentioned, 307, 313, 314,

316, 334.

Farrar, Charles, mentioned, 437, 444.

Farrar, John, death mentioned, 572.

Faxon, Benjamin, mentioned, 205.

Fay, A. C, mentioned, 343.

Felch, ex-Gov. Alpheus, mentioned, 12, 181

;

paper by. 111.

Felcher, Lemuel H., donor, 6.

Fellows, Albert G., mentioned, -582.

Fellows, Leonard, mentioned, 582.

Fellows, Festus, mentioned, 582.

Fellows, Harlow, mentioned, 544, 545.

Fellows, James Harlow, mentioned, 524.

Fellows, R. L., mentioned, .524.

Fellows, Col., mentioned, 531.

Felton, Rev. E., mentioned. 1-58, 163.

Felton, Charles N., mentioned, 385.

Fenstemacher, Sol., mentioned, 386.

Ferguson, Col. J., mentioned, 612.

Ferguson, Daniel, mentioned, 584.

Ferry, Wm. M., mentioned, vii, 68.

Ferry, Rev. Mr., mentioned, 152.

Ferry, the early modes of transit at Detroit,

579.

Field, L. W., mentioned, 330.

Fifield, Enoch, mentioned, 353.

Fifield, George, mentioned, 353.

Fifield, James, mentioned, 296, 309, 311, 312,

313.

Fifield, Osgood H., mentioned, 296, 309,325,

353.

Fifield, Wm. P., mentioned, 325.

Filmore, Millard, mentioned, 574.

Finch, Silas, mentioned, oil.

Finch, Ashael, Jr., mentioned, 232-

Finch, Mr., mentioned, 444.

First tax roll of the township of Plymouth,

Wayne county, 581.

Fish, David D., mentioned, 487.

Fish, Leroy, mentioned, 233.

Fish, Hon. Henry, mentioned, 206.

Fisher, Dr., mentioned, 405.

Fisher, Mrs. Dr., mentioned, 397.
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Fisher, DeLos, mentioned, 316.

Fisk, J., mentioned, vii, 68.

Fisk, Welcome V., mentioned, ."85.

Fisk, Clinton B., mentioned, 200.

Fiske, Rev. L. R., mentioned, 205, 207.

Fitch, Rev. A. M., mentioned, 205, 206, 207.

Fitch, Andrew M., mentioned, 205.

Fitch, Jabez S., mentioned, 239, 314.

Fitch, Dr. Thomas D., mentioned, 294.

Fitch, A. F., mentioned, 321.

Fitzgerald, Thomas, mentioned, 223, 314,

320.

Fitzgerald, Reuben, mentioned, 449.

Fleisher, George, mentioned, 326.

Fletcher, Hon. W. A,, mentioned, 109, 200;

death mentioned, 572.

"Fletcher Code," mentioned, 363.

Fletcher, John W , mentioned, 396.

Flint, Martin, mentioned, 296, 309.

Flint, Loren, death mentioned, 457.

Flint, Brayton, death mentioned, 457.

Foller, Hiram L., mentioned, -583.

Follett, Alice, mentioned, 519.

Follett, Mr. and Mrs., mentioned, 518.

Follett, Mrs., Elvira, mentioned, 510.

Folsom, Joseph, mentioned, 367.

Folsom, Jacob, mentioned, 582.

Foote, George, mentioned, 186.

Ford, John, mentioned, 4.37.

Ford, Wm. and Jerry, mentioned, vi.

Ford, Wm., mentioned, 298, 299.

Ford, Wm., Jr., mentioned, 298, 305.

Ford, Jerry, mentioned, 298, 299.

Ford, Wm. and son, mentioned, 308.

Ford & Buck, mentioned, 308.

Ford & Buddington, mentioned, 299.

Ford's flouring mill, mentioned, 299.

Fordham, Joel, mentioned, 220.

Forster, John H., mentioned, 186.

Forsyth, Robert A., death mentioned, .572.

Fort at Detroit, 1815, mentioned, 37.

Fort Wayne, mentioned, 42.

Fort Street Presbyterian Church, mentioned,

62.

"Fortnight in the Wilderness," quotations

from, 39.

Fort Lernoult, constructed by the British gov-

ernment during the revolutionary war,

mentioned, 570.

Foster, Mrs. Mary E., donor, 73; paper by,

537.

Foster, G. L., mentioned, 205.

Foster, Albert, mentioned, 304, 314, 315.

Foster, Theodore, mentioned, 314.

Foster, Frederick M., mentioned, 331.

Fountain, C. H., mentioned, 339.

Fowler, Ralph, mentioned, vii, 68, 184.

Fowler, Horace, mentioned, 314.

Fox, Rev. Charles, mentioned, 325.

Fralick, Mr., mentioned, 561.

Francisco, Henry A., mentioned, 315.

Francisco, Ephraim, mentioned, 583.

Frankish, Samuel, mentioned, 396.

Franklin, James, mentioned, 310.

Frary, Mrs., mentioned, 393.

Frazer, Wm. A., mentioned, 436.

Frazer, Alexander D., death mentioned, 572.

Frazer, Murdoc, death mentioned, 86.

Fredenburg, John B., mentioned, 229, 230.

Fredonia, mentioned, vi., 228.

Freeman, O. C, mentioned, 211.

Freeman, Merville, mentioned, 309, 353.

Freeman, Green, mentioned, 445.

French cart, mentioned, 15.

French, Joseph, mentioned, 205.

French immigrants men of intelligence and

enterprise, mentioned, 97.

French, Phineas, mentioned, 311.

French, David, death mentioned, .572.

" Friend's Good Will," large sloop built on

River Rouge 1810, 1811, chartered by gov-

ernment, 36.

Frink, Edward, mentioned, 584.

Frost, a terrible, June, 1835, mentioned, 162.

Fuller, Hiram W., mentioned, 184.

Fuller, Ezbon G., mentioned, 186.

Fuller, David, mentioned, 314.

Fuller, Edward L., mentioned, 314.

Fuller, Artunedoras, mentioned, 427.

Fuller, Harvey, mentioned, 445.

FuUsom, Joseph, mentioned, 398.

G.

Gage, Hon. Thomas, mentioned, 585.

Gage, Gen., mentioned, 595.

Gage, Rev. Franklin, mentioned, 159, 163,

165.

Gage, Stephen L., death mentioned, 457.

Gage, William, mentioned, 482.

Gale, Orlando C, mentioned, 207.
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Gallatin, Dr., mentioned, 415. j

Gilbert, Linus, mentioned, 444.

Gunning, Wm., mentioned, 398. Gilbert, Josiah, mentioned, 221.

Ganson, Joseph, mentioned, 308, 324. Gilbert, Mrs. T. D., mentioned, lo2

Ganson, James, mentioned, 312,313, :!]4, 315. Gilbert, T. D., mentioned, 72.

Ganson & Monroe, mentioned, 334. Gilbert, Thomas B., mentioned, 186

Garden Beds, localities, mentioned, 2o, classi- Gilbert, John, mentioned, 584.

fications 23, antiquity of, 27, plats of, 27, Giftert, Henry, mentioned, 304.

to 35.

Gardiner, Jesse, mentioned, 205.

Gardiner, Henry, mentioned, 254.

Gardner, Miss Octavia, mentioned, 205

Gardner, Jeremiah, mentioned, 227.

Gardner, Jesse, mentioned, 584.

Gardner, George T., mentioned, 329.

Garfield, Frederick, mentioned, 233

Gilbert, Henry H., mentioned, 314, 329, 334.

Gilbert, J. M., mentioned, 308, 334.

Gilbert, N. M., mentioned, 334.

Gilbert, Anson, mentioned, 212.

Gilbert, Henry & Sons, mentioned, 342.

Gilbert, Deacon, mentioned, 436.

Gillespie, John, mentioned, 308.

Gilkey, Justus, mentioned, 561, 582.

Garfield, Myra, mentioned, 450; death men-' Gillet, B. R., mentioned, 224.

tioned 456. Gillett, Francis A., mentioned, 524.

Garfield, Wm. B., mentioned, 450.
i

Gillett, Thos. S., mentioned, 62.

Garland, Capt. John, mentioned, 461. ' Gillett, Shadrach, death of, mentioned, 53,

Garrison, John J., death mentioned, 53, 572 ;
obituary, 62,resolutions by Common Coun-

obituary, 6i.

Garrison, John, death mentioned, 572.

Garrow, John, mentioned, 315.

Garry, John S., mentioned, 457.

Gates, Gideon, mentioned, 444.

Gauthier, Madame, mentioned, 6ti.

Geddes, Hon. Norman, mentioned, 392

Geddes, Hon. George, mentioned, 13

cil on the death of, 62, mentioned, 572.

Gillett, Amasa, mentioned, 524, 530.

Gillett, Reynolds, death mentioned, 572.

Gillett, Linus and wife, mentioned, 277, 309,

Gilman, Henry, paper by, 40.

Glass, Alvin, mentioned, 398.

Glasgow, Rev. Ezekiel. mentioned, 426.

Gleason, Moses S., mentioned, 211.

Geddes, ex-mayor of Adrian, address by, 416. Gledden, J. W., mentioned, 308, 334.

Gensman, Mr., death mentioned, 456. Goddard, Miss Amanda, mentioned, 220.

George, W. S. & Co., mentioned, 92. Goddard, Abel, mentioned, 515.
^

"George Washington," steamer, mentioned, Godfrey, Richard, mentioned, 476, 480.

.,-^ Godfrey, Mrs. Richard, refined, intelligent

Gibbs & Bradley, mentioned, 239.
j

woman, mentioned, 480.

Gibbs, Sabin, mentioned, 502. |

Godfrey, Hiram, mentioned, 290, 293.

Jibson, Amasa B., mentioned, 291, 298, 312,; "Godfrey's trading house," mentioned, 564.

''16 32'^ •'>25 327. \

Godfroy, Peter, death mentioned, 572, men-

Gibson, Douglass, mentioned, 323, 335, 337.
j

tioned, 581.

Godfroy, Gabriel, death mentioned, 572.

Good, Andrew, mentioned, 396-

Goodrich & Sparks, mentioned, 341.

Goodrich, Harris C, mentioned, 200, 202,223,

Gibson, William K., mentioned, 329, 336

Gibson, Albert Howe, 335.

Gibson, Dr. Reuben C, mentioned, 336.

Gidding, M. A., mentioned, 436.

Gidley, Townsend E., mentioned, 310, 311,

312,313,314.

Gift, Marcus S., mentioned, 581.

Gilbert, John, mentioned, 583.

246.

Goodrich, Ira, mentioned, 368, 398.

Goodrich, Thomas, mentioned, 368, 427, 428.

Goodrich, M., mentioned, 394.

Gilbert, Mother, (called Aunt Hannah), men- Goodrich, M. H. donor, 5; mentioned, iii., vii.,

tioned, 544. 68, 91, 92.

Gilbert, Joseph O., mentioned, 525, 524. Goodwin, Col. Daniel, mentioned, ISO, 572,

Gilbert, Joseph, mentioned, 444. 576.

Gilbert, Isaac, mentioned, 444. Goodwin, Justus, mentioned, 211, 212.
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Goodyear, H. A.^ donor, 7, mentioned, vii.,|

68.

Gordon, J. Wright, acting Gov. of Mich. ,107;

mentioned, 223, 314, 337 ; death men-

tioned, 238.

Gordon, A. Wright, mentioned 305.

Gorham, Dr. George W., mentioned, 294, 308,

312.

Gorham, Hon. Charles T., mentioned, 239,

240.

Gould, Alva, mentioned, 316.

Gould, David, mentioned, 314.

Gould, Burr, mentioned, 528.

Gould, Aunt Polly, mentioned, 451, 523.

Gould, John, mentioned, 449, 450, 451, 452.

Gould, Mary, mentioned, 451.

Gould, Daniel, mentioned, 486.

Gould, Mrs. Daniel, death mentioned, 457.

Gould, Ebenezer, death mentioned, 86 ; men-

tioned, 69, 74, 487.

Grafton, Duke of, mentioned, 593.

Gragg, John, mentioned, 428.

Graham, Stephen, mentioned, 244.

Graham, William, mentioned on title page.

Graham, E. P., mentioned, .392.

Granby, Marquis of, mentioned, 592.

Grand-children of John Trumbull, mentioned,

56.

Grand Bias, Indian village, mentioned, 472.

Grand river road, mentioned, 74.

Grant, Rev. Lorin, mentioned, 205.

Grant, Elijah, mentioned, 514.

Grant, Thomas, mentioned, 583.

Graves, Judge, mentioned, 201.

Graves, Henry, mentioned, 361.

Graves, Job, mentioned, 384.

Graves, Wm., mentioned, 391.

Graves, W. M., mentioned, 393.

Graves, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Graves, Erastus, death mentioned, 457.

Graves, Luther, mentioned, 308, .334, 325.

Graves, B. F., mentioned, vii.

Gray & O'Flinn, solicitors, mentioned, 602.

Gray, Elliott, deat^ mentioned, 572.

Gray, Joseph W., mentioned, 428.

Greely, Horace, mentioned, 329.

Green & Jessup, firm, mentioned, 308, 334.

Green, Mrs. A. M., mentioned, 224.

Green, A. M., mentioned, 223, 224.

Green, Hon. S. M., mentioned, 486.

Green, Orson, mentioned, 393.

42

Green, George Henry, mentioned, 184.

Green, S., mentioned, 266.

Greenfield, John, mentioned, 483, 485.

Greeves, James P., mentioned, 231.

Gregg, Levi, mentioned, 315.

Gregg & Eggleston, mentioned, 334.

Gregory, Wm., donor, 88 ; mentioned, 85.

Gregory, Orin, mentioned, 296.

Gridley, G, Thompson, mentioned, 316, 329.

Griffith, Rev. S. N., paper by, 1-58 ; men-

tioned, 168.

Griffith, A., mentioned, 486*

Grinnell, Rev. Daniel T., D. D., mentioned,

3.30.

Griswold, Don Carlos, mentioned, 485.

Griswold, John B., mentioned, 485.

Griswold, Clark, mentioned, 452, 582.

Griswold, Harvey, death mentioned, .573.

Griswold, Thomas, mentioned, 427, 429, 431.

Griswold, Lorenzo, mentioned, 334.

Gronstam, L. T., mentioned, 215.

Groom, S., mentioned, 265.

Grosvenor, E. O., mentioned, vii, 68.

Guild, Willard, mentioned, 444.

Guile, David, mentioned, 450, 451 ; death

mentioned, 4-56.

Guior, Joseph, mentioned, 184.

GuUie, John, mentioned, 584.

Gurley, Rev. Leonard B., mentioned, 158.

Gurnsey, J. J., mentioned, 213, 227-

Gurnsey, Daniel G., mentioned, 213.

Guthrie, Dr. J. A., mentioned, 265.

H.

Hadden, Amos, mentioned, 234.

Hadden, Mrs. George, mentioned, 353.

Hadsell, Martin, mentioned, 246.

Haentzsche, Miss Camilla, teacher in German
language, mentioned, 215.

Hague, Edwin, mentioned, 326.

Haines, L. D., mentioned, 502.

Haladay, John S., mentioned, 220.

Haldiman, Gen., mentioned, 593.

Hale, John, death mentioned, 572.

Hale, Michael, death mentioned, 572.

Hale, David B., mentioned, 186.

Hall, John, mentioned, 312.

Hall, Jonathan, mentioned, 373, 428.

Hall, Mrs. (now Mrs. Moore), mentioned, 66.
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Hall, Mrs., mentioned, 394.

Hall, A. D., mentioned, 415.

Hall, N. B., mentioned, 340.

Hall, Alfred D., mentioned, 184.

Hall, Israel R., mentioned, 189.

Hall, Moses, mentioned, 219, 220.

Hall, Tolman W., mentioned, 184, 202, 220,

Hall, C. Henry, mentioned, 213.

Hall, Knowles, death mentioned, 572.

Hamblin, A. C, mentioned, 219.

Hamilton, Mrs. Belle, mentioned, 71, 270.

Hamilton, Theoran, mentioned, 224.

Hamilton, Theodore, mentioned, 212.

Hamlin, Samuel, mentioned, r>ll, 312.

Hammond, Shubual, death mentioned, 457.

Hammond, James, death mentioned, 572.

Hanaw, Joseph S., mentioned, 337.

Hance, Benjamin A., mentioned, 449, 451;

death mentioned, 457.

Hancock, Mr., mentioned, 543.

Hand, David, mentioned, 398.

Hanford, James S., mentioned, 584.

Hannahs, Marvin, mentioned, 204, 205.

Hanscom, I. D., mentioned, 436.

Hardy, Rev. S., mentioned, 436.

Hargraves, Rev.^R., mentioned, 161.

Harker, Col. Charles G., graduate of West

Point, mentioned, 612, 617, 619, 6;:!5.

Harrington, Daniel B., mentioned, vii, 68;

donor, 73.

Harrington, Henry, mentioned, 451 ; death

mentioned, 457.

Harris, Mrs. John W., mentioned, 191.

Harris & Austin, mentioned, 262.

Harrison, Ephraim, mentioned, 203.

Harrison, Mr. A., recited an original poem,

70.
i

Harrison, Gen., President, mentioned, 48,1

323, 574.
I

Harrison, Wm. H., mentioned, 502, 503, 504.

Harrison, Rev. James S., mentioned, 163.

Harper, John, mentioned, 227 ; death men-

tioned, 228.

Harper's Magazine, mentioned, 60.
j

Hart, Richard P., mentioned, 212.

Hart, Jonathan, mentioned, 223.

Hart, Hon. Alvin N., mentioned, vi, 71 ; mem-
orial of, 270.

I

Hart, Lovira, mentioned, 503.

Hart, Arthur N., mentioned, 270.

Hart, R. G., mentioned, 270.

I

Hart, B. E., mentioned, 270.

I

Harvey, Joseph, mentioned, 346.

Harwood, Mr., mentioned, 512.

i Haskell, Rev. T. B., mentioned, 436.

1
Hastings Republican Banner, mentioned, 74.

Hastings, E. P., mentioned, 125.

Hatch, Y. M., mentioned, 224.

Hathorne, Lyman, death mentioned, 457.

I

Haughtailing, Levi, mentioned, 211.

Haven, Martin, mentioned, 206, 207.

Haveman, Wm., mentioned, 297.

Haveman, Mrs. Julia E. W., mentioned, 207.

Havens, Rev. James, mentioned, 162.

Haviland, Aunt Laura, introduced amid loud

applause, 424.

Hawkins, Oliver, mentioned, 296.

Hawkins, Ashael, mentioned, 222, 223.

Hawkins, Olney, mentioned, 295, 297, 313.

Hawley, Augustus D., mentioned, 314.

Hawley, Elias, death mentioned, 573.

Hay, E., mentioned, 572.

Hayden, E. A., mentioned, 212.

Hayden, Henry A., mentioned, 301, 306,

316, 327.

Hayden & Reynolds, mentioned, 306.

Hayes, T. E., mentioned, 327.

Haynes, Henry E., mentioned, 186.

Hays, Andrew, L., mentioned, 196, 223.

Hays, Dr., mentioned, 197, 513.

Hazard, Wm., mentioned, 184.

Hazen, Paul W^, mentioned, -582.

Hazen, Jesse, death mentioned, 457.

Hazen, Edward, death mentioned, 457.

Hazleton, Benjamin, mentioned, 308, 315.

Hazzard, Clark, death mentioned, 456.

Hazzard, Stanton, mentioned, 450, 451 ; death

mentioned, 456.

Heart, W. A., mentioned, 502.

Heath, H. H., mentioned, 324.

Hemington, Charles, mentioned, 296.

Hemmingway, Rev. F. D., mentioned, 168,

Prof, in Garrett Biblical Institute, 169.

Henderson, Don : C, doi^or, 88.

Hendrix, J. R., mentioned, vii., 68.

Hendrie, Dr., death mentioned, 572.

Henepin, Father, mentioned, 567.

Henry, Dr., death mentioned, 572.

Henry, John V., mentioned, 227.

Henry, Prof, in Smithsonian Institute, men-

tioned, 41.

Herrick, Almon, mentioned, 205, 245.
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Hewitt, Amos, mentioned, 444.

Hewitt, J. W. & Son, mentioned, 341.

Hewitt, J. W., mentioned, 327.

Heyser, Silas, mentioned, 838.

Heyser, Winfield C, mentioned, 338.

Heyser, Walter J,, mentioned, 338.

Hibbard, Daniel B., mentioned, 301, 308,

316, 334, 337.

Hibbard stage line, mentioned, 301.

Hibbard House, mentioned, 301.

Hibbard, Briggs& Smith, mentioned, 342.

Hickox, Elder, mentioned, 560.

Hickey, M., mentioned, 205.

Hickman, Mr., mentioned, 265.

Hicks, Ephraim, mentioned, 449.

Higby, Samuel, mentioned, 306, .308, 316,

325.

Higby, Edward, mentioned, .305, 308, 313,

315, 334.

Higby, Charles W., mentioned, 342.

Hildreth, Rev. T. F., mentioned, 206.

Hiles, John, mentioned, 449.

Hill, Rev. S. N., mentioned, 502.

Hill, C. E., mentioned, 340.

Hill, Hon. S. W., mentioned, 86.

Hill, Samuel W., mentioned, 184.

Hill, Wm. B., mentioned, 222.

Hillick, Hugh, mentioned, 428, 429, 430.

Hilton, Mr., mentioned, 485.

Hilton, Robert, mentioned, 68, 486.

Hilton, R., donor, 79.

Hinchman, Felix, death mentioned, 572.

Hinchman, Theodore, mentioned, 184.

Hindes, Jacob, mentioned, 584.

Hines, Jacob, mentioned, .584.

Hinman, Rev. Charles T., mentioned, 205.

Hinson, D. P., mentioned, 502.

Hitchcock, William, mentioned, 324.

Hitchcock & Allen, mentioned, 324.

Hixon, Col., mentioned, 430.

Hixon, Amos, mentioned, 368.

Hixon, Capt., mentioned, 386.

Hixon, Mrs., mentioned, 393.

Hixon, Daniel, mentioned, 413, 427.

Hobart, Rev. Randall, mentioned, 239, 253,

200, 203, gratefully remembered, 214.

Hodges, Drusus, Jr., mentioned, 313.

Hoeg, Amos, mentioned, 361.

Hoffman, Peter, mentioned, 265.
1

Hog Island, mentioned, ,586, 587, .588, -590,

j

593, 595, 596. I

Hogaboam, James, mentioned, 87, .375, 393,

394.

Hogan, Daniel, mentioned, 309, 495.

Hogg, Wm. H., mentioned, 427.

Hoisington, Earl, mentioned, .582.

Hoisington, Mr., mentioned, 552, 553.

Holbrook, Henry B., mentioned, 561.

Holbrook. Milton J., mentioned, 316.

Holbrook, L. A., mentioned, 427.

Holcomb, Benj., mentioned, 190.

Holcoml), Alfred, mentioned, 208, fur trader,

210.

Holcomb, Alonzo, mentioned, .543.

Holden, Hon. E. G. D., mentioned, 140,

184.

Holden, Josiah Rhodes, mentioned, 186.

Holden, Joanna Reed, mentioned, 186.

Holland, James M., mentioned, 336.

Holland & Son, mentioned, 336.

Holland & Latimer, mentioned, 336.

Hollingsworth, Miss Elizabeth, mentioned,

206.

HolHster, Dr. J. H., address by, 442.

Hollister, John, mentioned, vii., 367.

HolHster, Isaac F., mentioned, 184.

Hollister, Reuben O., mentioned, 325.

Holloway, F. M., donor, 6.

Holly, Ransom, death mentioned, 4.57.

Holman, Asa, mentioned, 436, 444.

Holman, Lyman B., mentioned, 436, death

mentioned, 437.

Holmes, Charles D., mentioned, 203, 204.

Holmes, Prof. J. C, donor, 6, 10; resolution

by, 71 ; remarks by, 407 ; mentioned, iii..

vii., 68, 84, 8.5, 86, 91, 92, 396, 406.

Holmes, James L., mentioned, 338, 340.

Holstock, E., mentioned, 205.

Holt, H. H., mentioned, vii., 6, 68.

Homer, mentioned, vi., 231

Hooper, Pontius, mentioned, 386.

Hooper, S. K., mentioned, 344.

Hopkins, Cyrus, faithful bellringer, 437.

Hopkins, Henry H. W., mentioned, 584.

Hopkins, Rev. James H., mentioned, 207.

Hopkins, Mrs., mentioned, 485.

Hopkins, Jeremiah, death mentioned, 503.

Horner, John S., impulsive Virginian, men-

tioned, 107.

Hornton, Mrs. Sarah, death mentioned, 456,

Horton, Erastus, mentioned, 583.

Hotchkiss, G. M., mentioned, 85,
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Hough, Ira M., mentioned, 560, 582.

Hough, John, mentioned, 228.

Hough, Mrs. John, mentioned, 228.

Hough, Merrick C, mentioned, 305,308,314,

315.

Houghton, Jacob M., mentioned, 62.

House, Lemuel S., mentioned, 277, 298, 308,

314, 325.

House, E. J., mentioned, 205.

House, Sanford, mentioned, 373.

House, Frederick, mentioned, 292.

Houston, John, mentioned, 228, 229; death

mentioned, 230.

Hovey, Sewell, mentioned, 444.

Hovey, Mr., teacher, mentioned, 512.

Hovey, Gurdeon, mentioned, 444.

Howard, Charles, death mentioned, 573,

Howard, Belhuel, death mentioned, 456.

Howard, Jacob M., mentioned, 314, 484.

Howard, John, death mentioned, .573.

Howarth, Henry, mentioned, 444.

Howe, Orin, mentioned, 544, 546. »

Howe, Betsy, death mentioned, 545.

Howe, Albert, mentioned, 335.

Howe, Thomas Y., mentioned, 398, 427.

Howe, Viscount, mentioned, 593.

Howell, Ashbell, mentioned, 203.

Howell, Dr. Joseph, mentioned, 373.

Howell, Dr.. mentioned, 415.

Howell, Simon, mentioned, 485.

" Hoxie Settlement," mentioned, 14.

Hoxie, Cornelius, mentioned, 584.

Hoyt, W., death mentioned, 573.

Hoyt, Rev. Mr., mentioned, 164.

Hubbard, Bela, paper by, 21 ; mentioned,

vii, 68, 86.

Hubbard, Lewis, mentioned, 413.

Hubbard, Giles, mentioned, 428.

Hubbard, Wm., mentioned, 583.

Hubbell, Walton, mentioned, 13.

Hubbert, Mrs. Ann IL, daughter of Rev.

Abel Bingham, mentioned, 146.

Hudson, Wm., mentioned, 306. I

Hudson, Polydore, mentioned, 211, 220, 222,'

233.
I

Hudson, Rev. James, mentioned, 165. <

Hughs, P. G., mentioned, .320.
\

Hughs, D. Darwin, mentioned, vii. i

Hulin, John W., mentioned, 316.
|

Hull, Wm., Gov. of territory of Michigan,,

mentioned, 16, 106, 111, 568. t

"Hull's surrender," mentioned, 65.

Hulsart, Wm. and his three sons, mentioned,

436.

Hulsart, Robert, death mentioned, 437.

Hulsart, W., mentioned, 437, 444.

Humphrey, Mr., mentioned, 470, 474.

Hungerford, Samuel, mentioned, 449, 450'

451 ; death mentioned, 456.

Hungerford, Lucy, mentioned, 450.

Hunt, Wm. B., death mentioned, 572.

Hunt, George, death mentioned, 572.

Hunt, Jedediah, death mentioned, 572.

Hunt, Timothy W., mentioned, 543, 544.

Hunter, Milo, mentioned, 527.

Huntington, Wm., mentioned, 265.

Huntington, Earl of, mentioned, 593.

Hurlbut, Thomas J., mentioned, 196.

Hurlbut & Williams, mentioned, 324.

Hurd, I. N., mentioned, 234 ; death mention-

ed, 240.

Hurd, Dr. Ebenezer, death mentioned, 572.

Hurd, Gildersleeve, death mentioned, 573.

Hurd, Rev. P. R., mentioned, 436^; address

by, 440.

Huron, church at Sandwich, mentioned, 102.

Hurst, Miss Sarah, mentioned, 205.

Husted, Rev. J. T., mentioned, 393.

Huston, Hon. B. W., mentioned, 502.

Hutchinson, Matthias, mentioned, 221.

Hutchinson, Loomis, mentioned, 228.

Huyck, John, mentioned, 427.

Huzzy, Erastus, mentioned, 584.

Hyde, Aug. O., mentioned, 202,

Hyde, Ebby, mentioned, 228, 229.

Hyde, A. O., son of P]bby, mentioned, 230,

241.

Hyde, Prof., son of Ebby, mentioned, 230.

Hyde, E. V. B., son of Ebby, mentioned,

230.

Hyser, Silas, mentioned, 304.

I.

" Illinois," steamer, mentioned, 156.

Indian trail, mentioned, 14, 15, 19.

Indians, kindness of, mentioned, 39.

Ingall, E. S., donor, 5.

Ingersoll, Erastus, first settler in Novi, 450;

mentioned, 448, 449, 451, 452; inventor,

453; death mentioned, 456.

Innes, Miss Charlotfe, mentioned, 206.
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Inscription on the tombstone of John Trum-

bull, mentioned, 58.

Intemperance, the great evil, 153.

Ireland, Silas, mentioned, 184.

Isham, Warren, mentioned, 324.

Isle Royal, mentioned, 45.

Ismon, Horace C, mentioned, 323.

Jackson, Charles, death mentioned, 572.

Jackson, Joseph, death mentioned, 572.

Jackson, Andrew, mentioned, 6.

fackson, General, mentioned, lOG.

Jackson County, history of, 272.

Jacksonburg, christening of, 276.

"Jackson Daily Patriot," mentioned, 324.

Jacksonopolis, township of, mentioned, 280.1

Jackson, Wm., mentioned, 316, 331.

Jackson Gas Light Co., mentioned, .'140.

Jackson, President, mentioned, 17.

Jacobs, James, mentioned, 296.

Jacokes, Rev. T. H., mentioned, 167, 168.

Jacokes, D. C, mentioned, 184.

James, John, mentioned, 246.

Jaoka, Father, mentioned, 142.

Jay, Dr., mentioned, 202.

Jefferson avenue market, mentioned, 14.

Jefferson avenue, mentioned, 38.

Jeffrey, John, mentioned, 266.

fenison, O. A., presentation V)y, 71 ; donor,

74; address by, 132; mentioned, v.

Jenkins, Wesley, mentioned, ,302.

Jennings, Rev. Joseph, death mentioned,

168.

Jerome, Edwin, donor, 6, 13, 72, 88; paper

by, 11, 53; first and last tobacco, 12;

mentioned, v, vii, 68.

Jerome, Horace, birthplace, 11 ; came to

Michigan, 13; death mentioned, 14.

Jerome family, history of, 11.

Jerome, Reed, mentioned, 13.

Jerome, Horace, Jr., death mentioned, 14.

Jerome, David H., Wolverine, 14.

Jerome, George, mentioned, 602.

Jewett, Col., mentioned, 284.

Jewit, George W,, mentioned, 296.

Jocelyn, Rev. George B., mentioned, 206

207.

Johnson, George, mentioned, 221.

Johnson, Kenyon, mentioned, 228.

Johnson, David, mentioned, vii, 305, 314.

Johnson & Higby, mentioned, 334.

Johnson, Daniel, death mentioned, 457.

Johnson, Dr. Wm., eloquent address by,

502 ; mentioned, .503 ;
poem by, men-

tioned, 503.

Johnson, Sabin, mentioned, 524.

Johnson, Rev. W. W., mentioned, 56.

Johnson, E. H., mentioned, 202.

Johnson, Wm. H., mentioned, 205.

Johnson, J. Eastman, mentioned, 184.

Johnstone, R. F., mentioned, 324.

Johnston, Miss Charlotte, mentioned, 1-52.

Jones, Henry, mentioned, 212.

Jones, De Garmo, mentioned, 213"; death

mentioned, 572.

Jones, Samuel, death mentioned, 456.

Jones, Nelson P.., mentioned, 186.

Jones, Rev. Wm., mentioned, 513.

Jones, Mrs., mentioned, 563.

Jones, N. B., mentioned, 72.

Joy, Rev. H. M., mentioned, 168.

Joy, James F., mentioned, 66.

Judd, Daniel M., mentioned, 86; donor, 88 ;

death mentioned, 87.

Judd, Daniel S., mentioned, 86, 88.

Judd, Miss W^ealthy, mentioned, 506.

"Judge Woodward's City," mtntioned, 470-

June, David, mentioned, 502.

Jury, an intellectual, mentioned, 18.

K.

Kalamazoo, banner county, 7,

Kane, John, mentioned, .308.

Kansas State Historical Society, donor, 87.

Kassick, William P., mentioned, 335.

Kassick, Latham, mentioned, 335.

Kearsley, Major, mentioned, 551.

Kearsley, Lieut. Edmund, mentioned, 576.

Kearsley, Jonathan, death mentioned, 572.

Keif, John D., mentioned, 523.

Kedzie, Rev. James T., mentioned, 369, .380.

391, 392.

Kedzie, G. H., mentioned, 393.

Kedzie, William, mentioned, 371.

Kellam, Lewis C, mentioned, 524.

Kellogg, Dr. J. K., mentioned. 215.

Kellogg, Ira, mentioned, 296.

Kellogg, Dwight, mentioned, 312.

Kellogg, R. R., mentioned, 436.
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Kellogg, Oliver, mentioned, 524, 525.

Kellogg, Ralymond, mentioned, 539.

Kellogg, George D., mentioned, 539, 546.

Kellogg, Rev. Erastus, mentioned, l(i2, 163,

Kennady, Barnes, mentioned, 196, 224.

Kennady, John, mentioned, 196, 224.

Kennedy, A. A., mentioned, 396.

Kennedy, F. A., mentioned, 373.

Kenney, Munnis, mentioned, 310.

Kercheval. Benjamin B., death mentioned,

572.

Kerney, Jonathan, death mentioned, 572.

Kerr, Wm., mentioned, 246, 247.

Kelchum, George, mentioned, 194, 197, 198,

200, 235, 236.

Ketchum, Sidney, mentioned, 195, 196, 234,

235 , death mentioned, 236.

Ketchum, Jacob, mentioned, 398, 427, 429.

Ketchum, Stephen, mentioned, 427.
;

Keys, Elias, mentioned, 309.
|

Keys, David, mentioned, 296, 310, 311. I

Keyser, H. H., mentioned, 426.

Kidder, Hiram, mentioned, 374.

Kidder, Sidney M., mentioned, 444.
j

Kies, Joseph S., mentioned, 385.

Kies, Capt., mentioned, 413, 415.
|

Kies, Alpheus, mentioned, 368.

Kile, Nelson, death mentioned, 503.

Killham, Alfred, mentioned, 242.

Kimball & Pringle, mentioned, 331.

Kimball, Stephen, mentioned, 196. I

Kimball, Erastus, mentioned, 242.

Kimball, Timothy, mentioned, 246.

Kimball, Samuel H., mentioned, 325.

King, J. L., mentioned, 572.

King, Charles, mentioned, 574, 61ii, 611.

King, A. K., obituary of, 504.

King, John, mentioned, 223.

King, Dr. L. A., mentioned, 417.

King, James, mentioned, .39.3, 416, 420.

Kingsley, James, mentioned, 297, 309, 312,

451, 512.

Kingsley, Solomon, mentioned, 584.

Kirby, Isaac, mentioned, 313.

Kirby, Caleb, mentioned, 210, 221.

Kish Kaw Kaw, Indian chief, mentioned, 462.

Kish Kor Co, dreaded Indian tyrant, men-

tioned, 40.

Kline, Samuel, mentioned, 290.

Knaggs, John, mentioned, 483.

Knaggs, James, death mentioned, .573.

Knapp, Thomas S., mentioned, 18; death

mentioned, 572.

Knapp, Morris, mentioned, 337.

Knapp, Charles A., mentioned, 337.

Knapp & Ilibbard, mentioned, 337.

Knapp, Jonah, death mentioned, 456.

Knapp, Henry, death mentioned, 456.

Knickerbocker, William, mentioned, 333.

Knickerbocker, Charles R., mentioned, 336,

341.

Knight, N., mentioned, 184.

Knight, Roswell W., mentioned, 374.

Knight, Josephine, mentioned, 545.

Kniffin, J. L., mentioned, 394.

Knox, Rev. D., mentioned, 163.

Lac des Illinois, (now Lake Michigan), men-

tioned, 136.

Lacy, Edward S., mentioned, 318.

Lacox, John, mentioned, 13.

Ladd, Rev. H. O., mentioned, 436.

"Lady of the Lake," schooner, mentioned,

152.

Lafoy, Lambert, death mentioned, 572.

Lake George, mentioned, 327.

Lake H., mentioned, 231.

Lake Huron, mentioned, 98.

Lake Erie, mentioned, 98.

Lamb, Orasmus, mentioned, 393.

Lamb, Rev. C. A., donor, 5.

Lambson, Arba, mentioned, 231

.

Lampkin, Russell, mentioned, .398.

Lamson, Nathan, mentioned, 340.

Lamson, Darius, death mentioned, 572.

Land, Marcus, mentioned, 312.

Land in Oakland county $2 an acre, men-

tioned, 39.

Lane, Henry, mentioned, 264.

Lane, James, mentioned, 223.

Lane, M. T., mentioned, 436, 437, 444.

Lane, Mrs. M. T., mentioned, 437.

Langdon, W. W., mentioned, 336.

Lansing House, mentioned, 133.

Lansing, city of, mentioned, 133.

Lapham, Smith, mentioned. 544.

Lapham, Squire, mentioned, 531.

Laraway, Hiram, mentioned, .582.

Laraway, Abram, mentioned, 560.

Lamed, Charles, death mentioned, .572.
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Lamed, Gen. B. F., death mentioned, 572.

Lamed, Gen. Charles, mentioned, 14, 179,

180.

Lamed, Frank, mentioned, 573.

LaSalle, mentioned, 99.

Lathrop, Mr., and his lady-like young wife,

mentioned, 480.
j

Lathrop, Mr., and wife, mentioned, 525.
;

Lathrop, Henry B., mentioned, 314 I

Lathrop, M. L, mentioned, 245.

Lattimore, Nathan Z., mentioned, 296.

Laughton, John, mentioned, 593.

Laurence, Woolcott, mentioned, 312.

Laurence, Peter C, mentioned, 313.

Lavergne, mentioned, 612, 613.

Laverty, Wesley W., mentioned, 296, 353,

Laverty, Capt. Alexander, mentioned, 275,

276, 284, 289, 296, 309. I

Laverty, John, mentioned, 296.
|

Law, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Lawrence, Henry N., mentioned, 71, 186, pa-

per by, 188.

Lawrence, James H., mentioned, 71, 188,190.

Lawrence, Joseph W., mentioned, 190.

Lawrence, Joseph W. Jr., mentioned. 190-

Lay, E. D., mentioned, vii., 68.

Leach, Clement, mentioned, 582.

Leach, D. W. C, mentioned, 73.

Leach, Henry, mentioned, 481.

Lebot, John, death mentioned, 573.

Lecuyer, Phillip, mentioned, 597.

Lee, Elisha S., mentioned, 245.

Lee, town of, mentioned, vi., 233.

Lee, Daniel, death mentioned, 456.

Lee, Avery, death mentioned, 456.

Leete, A. H., mentioned, 436 ; death men-

tioned, 437.

Leete, Dr. mentioned, 437.

Legislature of New Hampshire, mentioned,

66.

Legislation, mentioned, 89.

Leib, John L., death mentioned, 572.

Leib, James, death mentioned, 572.

Lenawee county, early history of, 357.

LeRay de Chaumont, James, mentioned, 366.

LeRoy, Daniel, mentioned, 312.

LeRoy, town of, mentioned, vi., 233.

Leslie, Mrs. James, mentioned, 435.

Letts, Abram, mentioned, 231, 583.

Leverance, Mr., mentioned, 543.

Lewis, Willard C, mentioned, 323,

Lewis, Samuel P., mentioned, 325.

Lewis, H., mentioned, .392.

Lewis, Charles, mentioned, 398.

Lewis, Daniel T., letter from, 422.

Lewis, Morgan, mentioned, 427.

Lewis, Barlow, mentioned, 231.

Lewis, Chauncy, C, mentioned, 231, 277.

Lewis, Arba, mentioned, 2'^>1.

Lewis, J. O., death mentioned, 573.

L'Hommedieu, R. N., mentioned, 346.

Lincoln, President, mentioned, 5.

Lincoln, Luther, mentioned, 555, 559, 58i

Lincoln, Seneca, mentioned, 582.

Lincoln, Morton, mentioned, 584.

List of members of State Pioneer Society, 184.

Little, Dr., mentioned, 471.

Littlejohn, Flavius J., paper by, 126, men-

tioned, 71.

Livermore, Fidus, mentioned, 306, 308, 314,

316.

Livermore & Wood, mentioned, 3.30-

Locke, B., mentioned, 264.

Lodi Plains, mentioned, 15.

Logan, G. W. & Co., mentioned, 334.

Log house of the Moran family, mentioned,

53.

Longyear, Ephraim, mentioned, vii., 68.

Longyear, John W., mentioned, 109.

Look, Elijah, mentioned, 444.

Loomis «Sc Dwight, mentioned, 300.

Loomis, W. S., mentioned, 245.

Loomis, L. B., mentioned, 264.

Loomis, Silas, mentioned, 309.

Loomis, Peter B., mentioned, 306, 316, 318,

319, 322, 323, 326, 329, 340, 341, 344.

Loomis & Whitwell, mentioned, 322.

Lord, David E., mentioned, 524.

Lorimer, Thomas, mentioned, 605.

Lorimer, Thomas Jr., mentioned, 605.

Lorimer, Wm., mentioned, 605.

Lossing, Benson J., mentioned, 7.

Lothrop, E. H., mentioned, 115.

Loud, Watson, mentioned, 436.

Loud, Dr., mentioned, 437.

Love, Israel S., mentioned, 314.

Lowe. Justus, mentioned, 394-

Lowe, Henry, mentioned, 266-

Lowe, Peter, mentioned, 186, 367, 398, 428,

429,

Lowell, Asa and Moses, mentioned, 227.

Lowell, Catharine, death mentioned, 456.
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Lowrie, D. W., mentioned, 394.

Lowry, Capt. John, mentioned, 73, 538, 516.

Lowry, Silvia VVickham, wife of Capt. John,

mentioned, 74.

Lowry, John Peter, mentioned, 539.

Lowry, Cornelius, mentioned, 546.

Lucas, Gov., mentioned, 379.

Ludlow, T. J., mentioned, 393.

Lusk, Thomas E., mentioned, .327.

Lute, John, mentioned, 485.

Lyon, Henry, mentioned, 558, 559, 582.

Lyon, Rev. T. M., mentioned, 168.

Lyon, Lucius, mentioned, 196, 234, 310, 367.

Lyon, John, mentioned, 325.

Lyster, Rev. W., mentioned, 416, 420.

M.

McAlpine, Daniel, mentioned, .586.

McCall, William R., donor, 74.

McCamley, Judge Eleazer, mentioned, 200,

202, 213, 219.
j

McCamley, Robert, mentioned, 210.

McCamley, Sands, mentioned, 211, 21.3, 219,'

220, 240; death mentioned, 216. i

'• McCargoe's Cove," mentioned, 46.
i

McClure, Edward, mentioned, 205.

McClure, Dr. D. G., mentioned, 308.
|

McComb. John W., mentioned, -591, -592, 607.

McComb, Ann, mentioned, 591.
;

McComb, David, mentioned, -592, 597, -598. i

McComb, Isabella, mentioned, 596, 607. 1

McComb, Alexander, mentioned, 593, .596,1

607.
I

McComb, John, William and David, men-I

tioned, -596, .598. !

McComb, Mary Tiffin, wife of David B , men-^

tioned, 597, -598. i

McComb, William, mentioned, .585, -587, -588,

.590, 591, 592, -593, 596, 599.
|

McComb family, mentioned, .591.

McCoraber, Mary, mentioned, 449, 4.50.

McConneil, Miss Maggie, mentioned, 397.

McConnell, John, mentioned, 300, 314, 3-53.

McConneil, Oscar H., mentioned, 300.
I

McCook, Gen., mentioned616, .

McCcol, Rev. T. P., mentioned, 162.

McCoskrey, Dr., mentioned, .56i» ; death men-

tioned, 572.

McCrum, Cornelius, death mentioned, 456.

McCuUy, Robert, mentioned, 196.
i

McDonald, John, mentioned, 401 ; death men-

tioned, -572.

McDougall, Mr., mentioned, 595.

McDougall and McComb families, mentioned,

593.

McDougall, John Robert, mentioned, .587,588,

589, 590, .591, -593.

McDougall, George, death mentioned, 572

;

mentioned, 58-5, -586, -587, 588, -589, 590,

592.

McDougall, Robert, death mentioned, -572,

McFarland, David A, mentioned, 584.

MrFarlin, Walter, mentioned 582.

McGee, Thomas, mentioned, 300, 311, 313,

315.

McGee, Jim, mentioned, 527.

McGlone, P., mentioned, .502.

McGould, Thomas, mentioned, 450.

McGuire, Constant, mentioned, 353.

Mclntyre, Mr., mentioned, 4.36.

McKee, James, mentioned, 300.

McKeen, Silas, mentioned, 444.

McKey, Anthony, mentioned, 371.

McKinney, Robert, mentioned, 449.

McKinney, Rev. I. J. B., mentioned, 501.

McKinney, Rev. W. P., mentioned, 160.

McKinstry, David C, mentioned, 15, 312;

death mentioned, 572.

McKinstry, Major, mentioned, 579.

McKinstry, Noble, mentioned, 234.

McLaren, A., death mentioned, -573.

McLean, Dr. John, mentioned, 305, 308, 315,

334.

McLean, Judge John, mentioned, 574.

McMillan, Andrew, mentioned, 495.

McMillan, Mrs., mentioned. -558.

McMurray, Rev. Mr., mentioned, 152.

McMurtin, Henry, mentioned, 231.

McNair, Wm., mentioned, .379, 381, 428.

McNaughton, Moses A., mentioned, 316, 318.

McNiff, Robert, death mentioned, 572.

McRay, James B., mentioned, 427.

Mabin, Mrs. J., mentioned, 353.

Mack, Col. Andrew, mentioned, 471, 483,

485.

Mack, Stephen, mentioned, 15.

Mackinaw, mentioned, 36 ; capitulation of,

36.

Mackinaw Island, mentioned, 98, 99, 101.

Macomb County, mentioned, 433.

Madison, Asa, death mentioned, .572.
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Maitland, John, mentioned, 444.

Makepeace, Miss Martha, (later Mrs. Gid-

dings), mentioned, 446.

Maladay, James, death mentioned, 457.

Malcolm, Mr., mentioned, 565.

Maiden, mentioned, 37.

Mallary, C. F., mentioned, 436.

Mallory, James, mentioned, 450.

Mann, Anna M. (Mrs. Wm. D. Thompson),

mentioned, 350.

Mansfield, Samuel, mentioned, 449-

Marengo, mentioned, vi, 242.

Markham, David, mentioned, 301, 302.

Markham, A. B., mentioned, 86 ;
history of

Plymouth by, 549 ; mentioned, 559, 567,

581.

Marlatt, Phillip, mentioned, 451.

Marquette, Pere, long lost grave of, 71 ;
paperj

on the discovery of the grave of, by Rev.

George Duffield, 134; mentioned, v, 99,

126, 127 ; death mentioned, 1.37.

Marrantette, Hon. P., mentioned, 490, 491.

Marsac, Rennie, mentioned, 572.

Marsac, Capt. Joseph, Indian interpreter,

mentioned, 85.

Mars. Thomas, mentioned, 184.

Marsh, Sanford, mentioned, 212, 296.

Marsh, Joel B., mentioned, 225.

Marsh, Cranberry, mentioned, 16.

Marshall, mentioned, vi, 234.

Martin, George, mentioned, 109.

Martin, Mj. and Mrs., mentioned, oil.

Marvin, Abijah, mentioned, 526.

Marvin, John, mentioned, 220.

Marvin, Jeremiah, mentioned, 212, 290,296,

298, .353.

Marvin, H. M., mentioned, 211.

Mason, John T., mentioned, 17.

Mason, John S., mentioned, 281.

Mason, Gov. Stevens T., mentioned, 12, 17,

107 ; inaugurated, 107 ; mentioned, 178

231, 261, 310, 312.

Mastell, Rev. W. P., mentioned, 393. '

Mather, Benj. T., mentioned, 311, 313.
;

Mathews, Daniel E., death mentioned, 456.
,

Mattison, Oliver, mentioned, 246.

May, James, death mentioned, .572.

Maybee, H. P., mentioned, 308.

Maybee, A. P., mentioned, 334.

Maynard, Col. Loren, mentioned, 242 ; death

mentioned, 243 ; mentioned, 253, 256.

Mayo, George, mentioned, 278 ; read the Dec-

laration of Independence, 284.

Meacham, John, statement by, 220; mention-

ed, 210, 211.

Mead, Samuel, mentioned, 451.

Meakin, Henry, mentioned, 206.

Mechanics' Bank of Detroit, mentioned, 609.

Meek, Rev. Richard C, mentioned, 161, 163.

Meeker, Valerius, mentioned, 314.

Meldrum, George, mentioned, 592, 596.

Meldrum & Park, mentioned, 589.

Membership, 7, 86.

Memoir, letters and remains of Alexis De
Tocqueville, 39

Memorial report by Edwin Jerome, 53.

Merchants' and Mechanics' Bank of Michi-

gan, mentioned, 113.

Merrick, E. G., mentioned, 206, 207.

Merrifield, Lewis, mentioned, 246.

Merrifield, Levi, mentioned, 246.

Merrill, Rev. E. W., mentioned, 205.

Merrill, David, mentioned, 244.

Merrill, Daniel, mentioned, 245.

Merrill, Alonzo, death mentioned, 572.

Merrill, Dexter, death mentioned, 572.

Merrill, Thomas W., donor, 89.

Merriman, Dr. E. D., mentioned, 308, 335.

Merriman, George B., mentioned, 208.

Merritt, Adna, death mentioned, 572.

Methodism, sketch of the early history of in

the southern part of Michigan, by Rev. S.

N. Griffith, 158.

Michigan, area of, 1.

Michigan Exchange, mentioned, 62.

Michigan State Bank, mentioned, 113.

Michigan University, mentioned, 129.

" Michigan's record in the war with Mexico,"

address by Col. Isaac D. Toll, 171.

Michilimacinac, mentioned, 36, 136.

Miles, George, mentioned, 109, 200, 305

;

death mentioned, 201.

Millard, A. L., mentioned, 305, 372, 379, 393.

Millar, Rev. J., mentioned, 168.

Millan, Caleb A., mentioned, 208.

Miller, Judge Albert, mentioned, vii., 68, 84,

460; motion by, 70; donor, 88.

Miller, David H., mentioned, 245.

Miller, Thomas, mentioned, 334.

Miller, Cornelius, mentioned, 482.

Miller, Charles, mentioned, 371.

Miller, James, mentioned, 420.
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Miller, John, mentioned, 561, 562, 582.

Miller, Oliver W., death mentioned, 572.

Millington, Abel, mentioned, 310, 311, 512.

Mills, C. B., donor, SS.

Mills, Charles Blunt, mentioned, 18-1.

Mills, Rev. Louis, mentioned, 190.

Mills, Joseph, mentioned, 190.

Mills, H. A., mentioned, 207.

Mills, Major D., mentioned, 293, 296, 420.

Mills on Detroit river, mentioned, 103.

Millspaw, Cornelius, mentioned, 387.

Milton, (nowr Battle Creek), mentioned, v.,

213.

"Mink," small schooner, mentioned, .37.

Miscellaneous donations, 79.

Mitchell, Dr. James L, mentioned, 331.

Mitchell, C. L., mentioned, 331.

Mitchell, John, mentioned, 450.

Mitchell, Dexter, mentioned, 456.

Mitchell, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Mitchell, Timothy, mentioned, 428, 429, 4.30,

432.

Mitchell, Elise A., mentioned, 604, 606, 609,

610, 611. I

Mitchell, Lieutenant, death mentioned, 636.
'

Mitchell, Franklin, father of Lieut., mention-

ed, 636.
I

Mix, Robert E., mentioned, 610.
|

Mix, Mary J,, mentioned, 610, 611.

Moe, Mary L. (Mrs. .Sammons), mentioned,

351.

Moe, Perrin, mentioned, 352 ; song by, 355.

Monroe, Pres. James, arrived at Detroit, .38.

Monroe, Stephen, mentioned, 303, .308.

Monroe, Stowell, mentioned, 304.

Monroe, Wm. H., mentioned, 307.

" Mon petite Bostonian," mentioned, 38.

Montgomery, Gen., mentioned, 394.

Montgomery, Augustus W., mentioned, 373.

Montgomery, Dr. John H., mentioned, 240.

Moody & Johnson, mentioned, 334.

Moody, Wm. J., mentioned, vi, 297, :'>08,

311, 313, 315, 334.

Moon, Barney, death mentioned, 572.

Moon, Wm., mentioned, 312.

Moore, Franklin, death mentioned, 54 ; sketch

of the life of, 66.

Moore, Foote & Co., mentioned, 66.

Moore, Miss Mattie, mentioned, 66.

Moore, D. D. T., mentioned, 324.

Moore, M. Spencer, mentioned, 324.

Moore, Jeremiah, death mentioned, 572.

Moore, John L., mentioned, 296.

Moore, J. W"ilkie, mentioned, 184.

Moore, G. W., mentioned, 393.

Moore, Alfred, mentioned, 582.

Moran, Justin a, mentioned, 609.

Moran, Wm. B., mentioned, 609, 610, 611.

Moran, Charles, mentioned, 54, 314; death

of, 53; obituary of, 64; mentioned, 568,

569, 572, 600.

Moran Farm, mentioned, 65.

Morey, Peter, mentioned, 305.

Morehouse, Mrs. Catharine, mentioned, 186.

Morehouse, Harvey, mentioned, 186.

Moreland, Thomas, mentioned, 436 ; death

mentioned, 437.

Moreland, James, mentioned, 436.

Morgan, E. W., mentioned, 296.

Morgan, Wm., abduction of, 509.

Morrell, Edward, mentioned, 296.

Morrill, Nathaniel, mentioned, 325, 353.

Morrill, Edward, mentioned, 353.

Morrell, George, mentioned, 109, 179.

Morris, Gouveneur, mentioned, vii, 68.

Morris, Bishop, mentioned, 167.

Morris, John, mentioned, 584.

Morris, Wm., mentioned, 450.

Morrison, Alexander H., mentioned, 184.

Morreau, Pierrie, mentioned, 491.

Mosher, Oliver C, mentioned, 304.

Mosher, Benj. G., mentioned, 307, 315.

Mosher, Benj. H., mentioned, 316.

Mosher, Charles, mentioned, 184.

Moss, Joseph, mentioned, 583.

Mound builders in Michigan, mentioned, 21,

363 ;
paper on, 40.

Morey, Peter, mentioned, 413, 415.

Mcxly, Wm., mentioned, 428.

Mrak, Bishop, mentioned, 143.

Myers, John M., mentioned, 339.

Mulford, Thomas, mentioned, 450.

Mulhollern, J. C, mentioned, 233.

Mullett, John, death mentioned, 572.

MuUett, J., surveyor general of Michigan,

mentioned, 599.

Mullett, John, donor, 73.

Mundy, Edward, acting governor 1839, men-

tioned, 73, 109, 231, 297, 310, 312.

Munger & Pattison, mentioned, 324.

Munn, Mrs., death mentioned, 457.

Munroe, W. H., mentioned, 298, 305.

/
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Munroe, Nelson, mentioned, 298, 305.

Munroe, W. H. &N. M., firm, mentioned, 308.

Munroe, George, mentioned, 315.

Munroe, N., mentioned, o33.

Munroe, James, mentioned, 316.

Munroe, Stephen, mentioned, 334.

Munroe & Carpenter, mentioned, 334.

Munroe, Wm. A., mentioned, 335.

Munroe, George C, mentioned, 184.

Murfreesboro, battle described, 612.

Murphy, Wm. W., mentioned, 186.

Murray, Archibald T., mentioned, .582.

Mussey, Miss J., mentioned, 437.

Mussey, Dexter, mentioned, 436, 444.

Mussey, Nathan D., mentioned, 436.

N.

Narrative of Col. Michael Shoemaker, 612.

Nash, Zenas Jr., mentioned, 276.

Nash, Timothy, mentioned, 423, 429.

Nash, Israel, death mentioned, 562.

Nashville, Tenn., mentioned, 612.

Nashville and Murfreesboro, mentioned, 612.

Navarre, E.obert, mentioned, 585.

Neal, Mrs. Jonathan, death mentioned, 456.

Neale, Seeley, mentioned, 242, 243, 253.

Neale, Noah, death mentioned, 253.

Neale, Harmon, mentioned, 242, 253.

Needham, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Nelson, Francis, mentioned, 266, 267.

Nelson, Thomas, mentioned, 384.

Nelson, Thomas Jr., mentioned, 384.

Nelson, Josiah, mentioned, 398.

Nelson, Abigail, death mentioned, 456.

Nelson, TKomas & Son, mentioned, 428.

Nettleton, Tiffany, mentioned, 502.

Nevins, Dr., mentioned, 508.

Newberry, Oliver, deatli mentioned, 572.

Newberry, Walter L., death mentioned, 572.

Newberry, Wm., mentioned, 485.

Newbrees, Messrs., mentioned, 228.

Newbury, E. C, mentioned, 437.

Newbury, C. B., mentioned, 437.

Newbury, Mrs. C. B., mentioned, 437.

Newcomb, Rev. G. W., mentioned, 436.

Newkirk, Benjamin C, mentioned, 322.

Newkirk, C. L., mentioned, 233.

Newman, Daniel, mentioned, 584.

Newton, town of, mentioned, vi, 244.

Newton, Anson, mentioned, 273.

Nichols, Warren, mentioned, 208.

Nichols, Mary, mentioned, 210.

Nichols, Rev. E. N., mentioned, 391, 393,

394, 397.

Nichols, U. T., mentioned, 436.

Nichols, Franc M. Sanders, mentioned, 207.

Nims, Dr., mentioned, 232.

Nims, Hannibal, mentioned, 436; death

mentioned, 437.

"No rogue e'er felt the halter draw," etc.,

quoted, 59.

Noble, A., mentioned, 213.

Noble & Whitcomb, merchants, mentioned,

213.

Noble, W. B., mentioned, 223.

Noble, John, death mentioned, 572.

Noble, Israel, death mentioned, 572.

Noble, Hon. Charles, mentioned, 391.

Nobles, Elnathan, mentioned, 21.

Normal School, State, mentioned, 130.

Norris, Mrs. R. B., mentioned, 72 ; biographi-

cal notes on the pioneer life of, 504.

Norris, Maria M., mentioned, 72; paper by,

504.

Norris, Hon. L. B., mentioned, 72.

Norris, Lyman D., mentioned, 505.

Norris, Mark, mentioned, 508, 512, 513, 514,

515, 516 ; dangerously ill, 513.

North, Hon. T., mentioned, 502.

North, Elmer D., mentioned, 207.

Northumberland, Duke of, mentioned, 593.

Northrup, Enos, mentioned, 72.

Norton, Wm., mentioned, 266.

Norton, Solomon, mentioned, 398.

Norton, Mr., killed by lightning, 457.

Norton, Captain, mentioned, 567.

Norvell, John, mentioned, 310, 513.

Nottawa Sippi Prairie, mentioned, 71.

Nouvel, Father, mentioned, 139.

Nowlin, William, donor, 87.

Noyes, Jasper H., mentioned, 316.

Noyes, Nathan, death mentioned, 456.

Nutting, Prof, and wife, mentioned, 447.

Nutting, Miss Macia, mentioned, 447.

o.

Oakland county, 448.

O'Donnell, James, mentioned, 316, 324, 331.

Odren, Alex., (Uncle Alec), mentioned, 186,

191.
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Officers of the Pioneer Society, elected Feb. 7,

1877, vii.

Officers of the Pioneer Society elected, Feb. 6,

1878, 68,

O'Keefe, George A., talented, lawyer 18;

death mentioned, o72.

Olds, Rev. C. C, mentioned, 200.

Olds, Hardy J., mentioned, 1S4.

Old army soldiers, mentioned, 574.

Olin, Charles, mentioned, 202, 225, 227.

"One by one they are gathering home,"

poem by Dr. Johnson, mentioned, 503.

Onderdonk, Bishop, mentioned, 574.

Ormsby, L., mentioned, 371, 394.

Ormsby, Dr. Caleb N., mentioned, 375, 382,

431.

Orr, Edward, mentioned, 184.

Osband, Wm. M., mentioned, 207.

Osband, Mrs. Lucy A., mentioned, 207.

Osborn, Rufus, mentioned, 246, 247.

Osborn, Jesse, mentioned, 398, 427.

Osborn, A. C, mentioned, 392.

Osborn, Thomas, mentioned, 584.

Osborn, W. H., mentioned, 394.

Otis, Joseph, mentioned, 225.

Ouslow, George, Esq., mentioned, 593.

Ousterhout, Henry, mentioned, 186.

Ovenshire, Bishop, death mentioned, 456.

Owen, Hon. John, mentioned, 206, 207, 572.

Owen, D. N., mentioned, 308.

Owen, W. R., mentioned, 437.

Owen, Mrs. W. R., mentioned, 437.

Owen, Miss Mattie, mentioned, 437.

Owen, Thomas J., death mentioned, .572.

Owens, Derrick W., mentioned, .334.

Owosso Weekly Press, mentioned, 5, 74 ; ex-

tract from, 475.

Oyen, A. B., mentioned, 215.

P.

Packard, Dr. Benjamin H., mentioned, 204,

205, 273, 277, 279, 280, 284, 314.

Packard, H., mentioned, 205.

Packard, Jason W,, mentioned, .308.

Packard, Jason B., mentioned, 315.

Packer, Henry, mentioned, 184.

Page, Joab, mentioned, 293, 296, 312, 313.

Page, David, mentioned, 311.

Page, Curtis, mentioned, .382.

Palmer, Patrick, death mentioned, 572.

Palmer, Mason, death mentioned, 572.

Palmer, John, death mentioned, 572,

Palmer, Friend, mentioned, 567 ; death men-

tioned, 572.

Palmer, Benj., mentioned, 584.

Palmer, James, death mentioned, 456.

Palmer, Nathan, mentioned, 444.

Palmer, Abijah, mentioned, 444.

Palmer, Amos, mentioned, 444.

Palmer, Wm. H., mentioned, 301.

Palmer, Dan. R., mentioned, 301.

Palmer, Joshua, mentioned, 301.

Palmer, Joel M., mentioned, 270.

Palmer, Thomas, mentioned, 15, 569 ; death

mentioned, 572.

Palmer, J. R., mentioned, 224.

Palmer, Charles K., mentioned, 225.

Palms, Francis, mentioned, 66.

Pardee, Willis, death mentioned, 456.

Parker, Rev. Jacob, mentioned, 165.

Parkhurst, D., mentioned, 308, 325, 334.

Parkell, George, mentioned, 486.

Parks, John, death mentioned, 457.

Parks, Dr., mentioned, 232.

Parks, Smith, mentioned, 450 ; death men-

tioned, 457.

Parrot, Madame L., mentioned, 215.

Parsons, Andrew, acting Governor, men-

tioned, 108.

Parsons, James M., mentioned, 231, 232.

Partello, J. K., mentioned, 233.

Partridge, B. F., mentioned, 84, 184.

Patchin, James, mentioned, 368, 388, 398,

428.

Patchen, W. H., mentioned, 428.

" Patriot war," mentioned, 575.

"Patriot Poet of the Revolution," mentioned,

58.

Patterson, Hon. M. A., mentioned, 391, 427.

Patterson, Dr. M. A., mentioned, 375, 378,

391, 413, 414, 415, 420, 426, 431.

Patterson, George, mentioned, 161.

Patterson, John, mentioned, 584.

Pattison, S. G., mentioned, 261.

Pattison & Dryer, mentioned, 262,

Pattison, Dr. S. W., mentioned, 487.

Patton, Mr., death mentioned, 456.

Payne, Arnold, mentioned, 264.

Payne, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Payne, Chauncy, death mentioned, 572-
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Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Eth-

nology, mentioned, 42.

Peabody, David, mentioned, 203, 204.

Peabody, Tenney, mentioned. 203, 204.

Pearce, Rev. L. H., mentioned, 168.

Pease, Abner, mentioned, 353.

Pease, Wm. H., mentioned, 296, 313.

Pease, Wm. C, mentioned, 309.

Pease, George C, mentioned, 309.

Pease, Lyman, mentioned, 309.

Peck, George W. mentioned, 133.

Peck, Rev. H. C, mentioned, 168.

Peck, Wait, mentioned, 524, 525.

Peets, S., mentioned, 72.

Peitzel, Rev. J. H., mentioned, 167.

Penney, Charles W., mentioned, 332.

Penney, J. T., death mentioned, 572.

Pennington, Israel, mentioned, 373.
;

Pennington, John, mentioned, 373.
j

Pennoyer, L. A., mentioned, 326. i

Penson, John, mentioned, 290.

Peppard, Charles D., mentioned, 339.

Perkins, Capt., death mentioned, 572.

Perkins, Mrs., death mentioned, 457.

Perrine, Rev. W. H., mentioned, 206; in-

debted to, 208.

Perrine, Mrs. Livonia B., mentioned, 206.

Perrine, Wm. E., mentioned, 293, 297, 310,

313, 314.

Perrin, Darius, mentioned, 245.

Perrin, H. B., mentioned, 323

Perry, E. M., death mentioned, 87.

Perry, Mrs. Chester, mentioned, 511, 512.

Perry, Grant, mentioned, 544.

Petroleum Nasby, mentioned^ 60.

Pettibone, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Pettibone, Lyman, death mentioned, 457.

Pettit, M., mentioned, 265, 266.

Pe-wi-tun, Indian guide, mentioned, 275.

Phelps, Samuel, death mentioned, 572.

Phelps, Rev. Boyd, mentioned, 158.

Phelps, John, mentioned, 334.

Phelps, Erastus, death mentioned, 457.

Pherson, John, death mentioned, 572.

Phillips, Oscar, mentioned, 561.

Phillips, Joshua, mentioned, 449.

Phillips, Elijah, mentioned, 546.

Phillips, David, mentioned, 552, 582.

Phillips, Francis, mentioned, 242.

Phips, George, accidentally shot, 545.

Piatt, Abigail Rogers, mentioned, 184.

Pictured Rocks, mentioned, 154.

Pierce, Dr., mentioned, 193.

Pierce, Rev. J. D. & family, mentioned, 197.

Pierce, Rev. John D., gratefully remembered,

214 ; mentioned, 235, 2.37, 282.

Pierce, P. Delia, tutor in Latin, mentioned,

207.

Pierce, Nathan, mentioned, 242, 245.

Pierce, Franklin, mentioned, 313, 315.

Pierce, Darias, mentioned, 246.

Pierce, Josiah, mentioned, 482.

Pierson, Father, mentioned, 139.

Pierson, B., mentioned, 584.

Pilcher, Rev. E. H., mentioned, 167, 205,

282, 325, 333, 525.

Pilcher, Henry J., mentioned, 3.33.

Pinckerton, Mrs. Emma, death mentioned,

456.

Pinckerton, Thomas, mentioned, 448, 449, 450,

451, 458.

Pinckerton, Mrs. Deborah, death mentioned,

456.

Pinckerton, Charles, mentioned, 583.

Pinckney, now Clarence, mentioned, vi, 223.

Pine trees, none in Michigan, 21.

Pinney, A.. H., mentioned, 337, 340.

Pinney, Connable & Co., mentioned, 340.

Pinney & Lamson, mentioned, .340.

Pinney, G. W., mentioned, 452.

Pioneer mode of ferrying, mentioned, 19.

Pioneer preparation of wheat, 20.

Pioneer Collections, 92.

Pioneers of Oakland, mentioned, 15.

Pioneers of Michigan, their devotion to edu-

cational interests, historically illustrated

by Flavius J. Littlejohn, 126.

Pioneer song as sung by Perrin Moe 40 years

ago, 355.

" Pioneer Relics," poem by Mrs. Wilson,

421.

Pitcher, Dr. Zina, mentioned, 461.

Pitman, Mrs. Daniel, mentioned, 382.

Pitman, Daniel, mentioned, 382, .398, 427.

Pitman, Gen. Jame.- and wife, mentioned,

.396.

Pitman, Robert, meiuioned, 427.

Piquette, Charles, mentioned, 601.

Piquette, Therse, mentioned, 601.

Piquette, Eliza, mentioned, 601.

Piquette, Angelique, mentioned, 600, 601, 602.

Piquette, Emily, mentioned, 600, 004, 605.
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Piquette, Charles L., mentioned, 600, 605,

609.

Piquette, Fannie E., wife of Charles L.,

mentioned, 609, 611.

Piquette, Fannie Ellison, mentioned, 606.

Piquette, Elsie A., mentioned, 600.

Platner, Solomon, mentioned, 228.

Piatt, Zephaniah, mentioned, 314.

Pocagon, Chief, mentioned, .366.

Poe-watl, Indian chief, mentioned, 544.

Point, St. Ignace, mentioned, 134.

Pontiac, founding of, 15.

" Pontiac War," mentioned, 102, 103.

Pool, Lieut. Benjamin, mentioned, 464, 465,

482 ; eulogized, 470.

Pool, William, mentioned, 296.

Pool, W. H., mentioned, 437.

Poor, Prof., mentioned, 4"i6.

" Poor Lo," good Samaritan, mentioned, 287.

Portage lake, L. S., mentioned, 63.

Porter, Benjamin, mentioned, 307, 327, 328.

Porter, Benjamin, son of above, mentioned,

o(Ji .

Porter, David, mentioned, 298, 308, 334.

Porter, Elijah, mentioned, 267.

Porter, George B., last territorial governor of

Michigan, 10() ; mentioned, 194, 295, 513,

526.

Porter, Eunice J. (House), mentioned, 184.

Porter, James B., mentioned, 184.

Porter, Augustus L., mentioned, 314.

Porter, Daniel, mentioned, 315.

Porter, Michah, mentioned, 526.

Porter, Augustus S., death mentioned, 572.

Post, J. W., mentioned, 186.

" Post Boy," schooner, mentioned, 193.

Potter, Rev. L. B., mentioned, 70.

Potter, John, mentioned, 583.

Powers, Edward mentioned, 169.

Powers, Stephen S., mentioned, 231.

Powers, Capt., mentioned, 497.

Powers, Isaac, mentioned, 512.

Powers, Arthur, mentioned, .551.

Powers, John, mentioned, 449.

Powers, Nathan, mentioned, 449.

Prairie du Chene, mentioned, 136.

Pratt & Gibson, mentioned, .335.

Pratt, Abner, mentioned, 109, 201, 239.

Pratt, Mrs., mentioned, 206.

Pray, Thomas W , mentioned, 205.

Prentiss, N. C, mentioned, 449,

Preston, Stephen H., mentioned, 202, 237.

Preston, Marvin, mentioned, 196, 202, 245.

Preston, David, mentioned, 206.

Preston, Jacob, mentioned, 6.

Price, George, mentioned, 394.

Prichette, Kintzing, mentioned, 320.

Pridmore, Jeduthan, mentioned, 436.

Pringle, E., mentioned, 319, 331, 340.

Prior, Thomas, mentioned, 254.

Proceedings of fourth annual meeting, 69.

Proceedings of United States land board, 592.

Prusia, Christian, mentioned, 293, 296, 309.

Purdy, Ira, mentioned, 190.

Put-in-Bay, mentioned, 37.

Q.

Quigley, Samuel, mentioned, ir>.

Quigley, Israel, mentioned, 13.

Quivey, Mrs. A., mentioned, 353.

R.

Raisin Valley Seminary, mentioned, ,370.

Raisin Valley Historical Society, mentioned,

378.

Ramsdell, J. G., mentioned, 68, 184.

Ramsdell, Norton B., mentioned, 314.

Ramsdell, Jedediah, mentioned, 582.

Raney, George W., mentioned, 323.

Rankin, Miss Ella, mentioned, 215.

Ransom, Epaphroditus, Judge and Governor,

108, mentioned, 200.

Rath, Frederick, mentioned, 436.

Rawles, Jacob, mentioned, 436.

Rawles, A. B., mentioned, 437, 444.

Rawson, Luther, mentioned, 429.

Ray, D. W., mentioned, 331.

Raymond, Hiram, mentioned, 394.

Raymond, John S., mentioned, 436.

Raymond, S. D., mentioned, 436.

Raymond, Mr., mentioned, 444.

Raymond, A. H., mentioned, 426.

Raynale, Dr., mentioned, 479.

Raynale, Spencer, mentioned, 479.

Read, Gilbert E., mentioned, 184.

Recollections of Robert E. Roberts, 567.

Red Book of Michigan, Charles Landon's

error in, mentioned, 38.

Redford, Roswell B., mentioned, 311.
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Red Jacket, Indian Chief, mentioned, 147,

148, 151, 157.

Reed, C. C, mentioned, 346.

Reed, John M., mentioned, 314.

Reed, Ransom, death, mentioned, 457.

Reed, Rev. Seth, mentioned, 206.

Reed, David B., mentioned, 427.

Reed, Gideon C, mentioned, 427.

Reed, Gersham, mentioned, 427.

Reed, Ebenezer, death, mentioned, 572.

Reed, Samuel, death, mentioneS, 572.

Reeves, J. D., mentioned, 186.

Renwfick, John, mentioned, 450.

Renwick, George, mentioned, 309, 310.

Report, committee of historians, 8, 91.

Report, treasurer's, 10, 94.

Report, recording sec, 4, 84.

Retan, Judge, mentioned, 482.

Rexford, Roswell B., mentioned, 310.

Reynolds, Wiley R., mentioned, 277, 306, 329.

Reynolds, Charles C, mentioned, 449.

Reynold's Wm. S., mentioned, 329, 330.

Reynolds, Sheldon C, mentioned, 330.

Riblet, Samuel, mentioned, 184.

Rice, William, mentioned, 450.

Rice, John A., mentioned, 246.

Rice, Thomas J.,
mentioned, 313.

Rice, Ira, mentioned, 582.

Rice, Joel H., mentioned, 334.

Rice, Pratt & Co., mentioned, 335.

Rice, Dr. R, S., death mentioned, 572.

Rice, Dr. Justin, death mentioned, 572.

Rich, Hampton, mentioned, vii., 6S, 206.

Rich, Estes, mentioned, 227.

Richard, Father, mentioned, 512.

Richard, Rev. Gabriel, mentioned, 366, 568,

death mentioned, 572.
j

Richards, Mrs., death mentioned, 69.
j

Richards, Rev. R, R., mentioned, 163.
j

Richards, John, mentioned, 206, 393, 394. i

Richards, Alexander, mentioned, 394.

Richardson, Paschal, death mentioned, 503.

Richardson, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Richardson, Arza, mentioned, 334.

Richie, John, mentioned, 309.
\

Richmond, James, mentioned, 265.

Rider, H, M., mentioned, 293.

Rider, H. A. mentioned, ,334.

Rigby, Richard, Esq., mentioned, 593.

Riggs, P., mentioned, 466, 467, 468, 469,

470.

Riley, David, mentioned, 293, 296.

Riley, H. H., mentioned, 184, 396; address

by, 405.

Ring, Paul B., mentioned, 301, 302, ".05, ".OS,

311, 320, .334.

Ring & Hibbard, firm mentioned, .308, 334.

Riopelle, Dominique, death mentioned, 572.

Risdon, Mr., mentioned, 563.

Rivard, Francis, death mentioned, 572.

Road, Putnam, mentioned, 230.

Roach, John, mentioned, 207.

Robe, Rev. J. T., mentioned, 158, preached

the first sermon in Kalamazoo, 161.

Roberts, Dr., mentioned, 487.

Roberts, Samuel, mentioned, 291, 309.

Roberts, John, mentioned, 428, 572.

Roberts, Robert E., paper by, 567.

Roberts, Ellis, death mentioned, 572.

Roberts, Michael, mentioned, 584.

Robertson, Cyrus, mentioned, 203, 204.

Robertson. Ashbel, mentioned, 428.

Robertson, Miss Betsey, mentioned, 381.

Robinson, Rev. R. S., mentioned, 158.

Robinson, Rev. J. W., mentioned, 169, 170.

Robinson, Rev. S. R., mentioned, 161.

Robinson, ArzaC, mentioned, 205.

Robinson, Miss Julia F., mentioned, 206.

Robinson, Joshua, mentioned, 233.

Robinson, CaiusC, mentioned, 361.

Robinson, Hon. John J., mentioned, 527.

Robinson, Andrew, mentioned, .526.

Robinson, Ed., mentioned, 531.

Roby, Johnson, mentioned, 62.

Rockwell, James R., mentioned, 186.

Rockwell, Benjamin M., mentioned, 306.

Rockwell, B. W., mentioned, 305, 334.

Rodgers, John, mentioned, 302.

Rodgers, J. H., mentioned, 334.

Roe, W., mentioned, 588, 589, 590, 591.

Rogers, John, mentioned, 208.

Rogers, E. S., mentioned, 225.

Rogers, George, death mentioned, 456.

Rogers, James, death mentioned, 456.

Rogers, Nathan, mentioned, 436, 444.

Rogers, Samuel, death mentioned, 456.

Rogers, Mrs., mentioned, 435.

Rogers, William, death mentioned, 456.

Rolls, Mrs., mentioned, 437.

Romeo Academy, list of families represented

in, 445, 447.

Root, Putnam, mentioned, 228, 229.
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Root, Roswell, mentioned, 559, 582.

Root, Amos M., 316, 318, 329, 340.

Root, John M., mentioned, 323.

Root, Stephen, mentioned, 56U.

Root, Charles, mentioned, 567.

Rosecrans, Holmes, mentioned, -583.

Sammons, Joseph, paper by, 351.

Sammons, Jacob F., mentioned, 300, 352.

Sammons, Cornelius, mentioned, 73, 300; bi-

ography of, 351.

Sampson, Rev. W. H., mentioned, 163.

Sanders, Amos, mentioned, 582.

Rosecrans, Gen., mentioned, 612, 625, 626, Sanders, Zebesia, mentioned, 211.

630, 331.

Ross, Rev. A. Hastings, mentioned, 434.

Rossin, Porter, mentioned, 220.

Rossiter, S., death mentioned, 572.

Rossiter, Daniel, mentioned, 245.

Rounds, Mr., mentioned, 13.

Row, Harriet, mentioned, 186, 525.

Sanderson, Henry, death mentioned, 572.

Sands, Emilie A., mentioned, 606, 607.

Sandy Isle, ^mentioned, 599.

Sanford, Jam^s, death mentioned, 457.

Sanford, P., death mentioned, 457.

Sanilac County Pioneer Society, mentioned, 4.

Santus, J, A., mentioned, 373.

Row, Samuel PL, mentioned, 186; address by, Sapling's Apology, the, poem by E. Lakin

Row. Gilbert, mentioned, 523, 524, 525.
|

Row, Henry, mentioned, 524, 525.

Row, Nicholas, mentioned, 524.

Row, Charles, mentioned, 531.

Row, Conrad, mentioned, 524, 525.

Rowan, Stephen, mentioned, 296-

Rowland, Thomas, mentioned, 194; death

mentioned, 572.

Rowley, Levi, mentioned, 73, 222.

Brown, 125.

Sapp, Rev. R., death mentioned, 168 ;

tioned, 205.

Satterthwaite, Samuel, mentioned, 414.

Satterthwaite, Reuben, mentioned, 414.

"Sauk war," mentioned, 376.

Sault St. Marie, mentioned, 72, 98, 102.

Savacool, Wm., mentioned, 296.

Sawyer, James, mentioned, 215.

Sawyer, John P., mentioned, 313. .

Ruggles, Rev. Isaac W., mentioned, 433, 435,; Sawyer, Washington S., mentioned, 184.

440.
I

St. Anne's Church, mentioned, 14 ; first ser-

Rulison, Prof. Sallie A., mentioned, 207. vice, 15.

Rumsey, Henry, mentioned, 276, 310, 311, St. Amour, Eugene F., mentioned, 601.

524. i

St. Aubin, Francis, death mentioned, 572.

Rush Isle, mentioned, 598. i
St. Clair, mentioned, 13, 14.

Russ, Dr. Oliver, mentioned, 278, 293, 308, St. Clair river, mentioned, 98.

309, 310, 311,312, 334; sketch of the lifej St. Joseph river, mentioned, 211.

of, 288.

Russ, Nathan, mentioned, 288, 29().

Russell, Wm. Hunt, mentioned, 276.

Russell, William, death mentioned, -572.

Rust, E. J., mentioned, 247.

Rutherford, John, mentioned, 184.

Rutter, Rev. C. W., mentioned, 163.

s.

Sabin, Carlton, mentioned, 444.

Sabin, Dr. Jeremiah, mentioned, 444.

Sabin, Wm. H., mentioned, ",9S.

Sachett, John W., mentioned, 3,15.

Sage, Mr., mentioned, 444.

Saginaw, treaty of, mentioned, 15.

.Saginaw, mentioned, 69.

Saginaw county, history of, 460.

St. Joseph county, history of, 489.

St. Joseph Fort, established by Du Luth,

1 mentioned, 100.

I
St. Mary Mission, mentioned, 131.

i
Scanlon, Cornelius, death mentioned, 572.

i

Schellhouse, Martin G., mentioned, 193.

'

Schellhouse, Cyrus, 496, 497, 500.

Schmall, J. F., mentioned, 428.

Schnall, John J., mentioned, 385.

School, first English, mentioned, 16.

Schoolcraft, James L., mentioned, 155.

Schoolcraft, Henry R., mentioned, 152.

Schosh, Jacob E., mentioned, 427.

Schureman, John B., mentioned, .361.

Schwartz, Adjt. Gen. John E., mentioned,

560, 568 ; death mentioned, -572.

'• Scott, Gen.," steamer, mentioned, 62.

Scott, Bishop, mentioned, 167.
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Scott, Capt., mentioned, 483.

Scott, John, death mentioned, n7"_'.

Scott, Winfield, mentioned, 576.

Sebring, Ruieph, mentioned, 4")2.

Secretary Eaton County Pioneer Society,

donor, 7.

Seek, Conrad, death mentioned, 573.

Selden, C. R., mentioned, 502.

Selfridge, R. F., mentioned, 48().

Sellers, Samuel, mentioned, 223.

Sessions, Alonzo, mentioned, 1S4.

Sessions, J. Q. A., mentioned, 18t) ; donor, 6.

Settlement, first in the territory, oS.

Sha, Asa, death mentioned, 45<3.

"Shaking ague," mentioned, 39.

Sharon, first wedding in, 531.

Sharp, Rev. Peter, mentioned, 394.

Shaver, Andrew, mentioned, 299.

Shaw, H. A., mentioned, vii, 68.

Shaw, Rev. L., mentioned, 435, 43(5.

Shaw, Rev. J. B., mentioned, 4.36.

Shaw, Calvin A., mentioned, 444.

Shaw, Miss Jerusha, teacher, mentioned, 444.

Shaw, Philip, mentioned, 450 ; death men-

tioned, 456.

Shea, John Gillman, 136.

Shearer, Hon. Jonathan, address by, 1; donor.

85, 87; mentioned, v, 84, 552.

Shears & Collier, mentioned, 308.

Shelburne, Earl of, mentioned, 59.).

Shelden, Berthier M., mentioned, 314, 315,

316, 325.

Shelden, Samuel, mentioned, 315.

Shelden, Zelotes, mentioned, -584.

Sheldon, Tom, sheriff, mentioned, 14.

Sheldon, James W., mentioned, 203, 204,

206, 207.

Sheldon, Timothy, mentioned, 582.

Sheldon, Thomas C, death mentioned, -572.

Shelling, Rev. C, mentioned, 168.

Shelby, W. H., '^mentioned, 206.

Shepherd,Warren B., teacher, mentioned, 214.

Sheridan, mentioned, vi, 245.

Sherman, Elias B., mentioned, 196.

Sherman, Col. Benj., mentioned, 496, 500.

Sherman, R., mentioned, 452; death men-

tioned, 456.

Shirtliff, Mr. and wife, death mentioned, 457

Shiawassee County, mentioned, 69 ;
history

475.

Shipman, William, mentioned, 309, 353.

43

Shipp, Joseph, mentioned, 2.36.

Shoemaker, Michael, mentioned, vii, 68, 70

;

donoV, 73 ; offered amendment, 71 ; men-

tioned, 181, 340; sketch by, .348; narra-

tive by, 612; letter from, 613.

Shults, James, mentioned, 265.

Sibley, Judge Solomon, mentioned, 18, llO,

178, 572.

Sibley, Sylvester, mentioned, 213, 227.

"Signal of Liberty," published at Ann Ar-

Arbor 1844, mentioned, 73.

Sigourney, Mrs. Lydia H., mentioned, 53 ;

poem by, 57.

Sill, Mr., mentioned, 518.

Silsbee, C. E., mentioned, 3'!4.

Simmons, Stephen G., mentioned, 41 ;

hanging of, mentioned, 17.

Simmons, Ricmond, mentioned, 449.

Simmons, Cyrenius, mentioned, 451.

Simmons, Gamaliel, mentioned, 450.

Simmons, Gardnei, mentioned, 582.

Simmons, David A., mentioned, 449.

Sinclair, D. D., mentioned, 392.

Sinex, Rev. The mas H., mentioned, 206.

Sisson, Thomas, mentioned, 428.

Six Nations, Tuetle Indians absorbed by, 41.

.Skating, mentioned, 15.

Skeels, N. D., mentioned, 232.

Skillman, Jacob T. B., mentioned, 436, 444.

Skinner, E. M., mentioned, 309, 512, 513,

515.

Slafter, D. G., mentioned, 502; remarks by,

503.

Slater, Joseph, mentioned, 387.

Slayton, Lieut, James R., mentioned, 614, 621.

Sloat, J. R., mentioned, 524.

Slocum, Benjamin, mentioned, .582.

Sly, Silas, mentioned, 583.

Smart, Rev. J. S., mentioned, 206.

Smart, Robert, death mentioned, 572 ; men-

tioned, 13.

Smedley, John, mentioned, 482.

Smith, Hiram H., mentioned, 73, 302,

311, 318, 319.

Smith, Cyrenus, mentioned, 315.

Smith, Dr. W. C, mentioned, 324.

Smith, Jefferson, mentioned, 353.

.| Smith, Ella, mentioned, 220.

,j Smith & Lewis, merchants, mentioned, 231.

Smith, Rev. Joseph H., mentioned, 288.

Smith, Cornelia M., mentioned, 186.
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Smith, Charles D., mentioned, 200, 202, 221,

238, 246, 24S.

Cephas A., mentioned, 202, ^20.

Alva, mentioned, 583.

Deacon William, mentioned, 204.

George, mentioned, 205, 206.

Uriah, mentioned, 214, 215.

Hiram, mentioned, 231, 232.

Richard, death mentioned, .572.

John, death mentioned, 5/2.

Grove, mentioned, 584.

H. A., mentioned, 6.

Alfred G., mentioned, 229.

Asa, mentioned, 451 ; death mentioned,

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

45

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

Smith

James, death mentioned, 450.

Dr., mentioned, 471.

Mr., Indian Trader, mentioned, 472.

Henry S., mentioned, 479, 483, 484.

Henry, mentioned, 531.

H. B., mentioned, 553, 5-56.

William, mentioned, 429.

H. O., mentioned, 436, 437.

Dwight, death mentioned, 437.

Mrs. Mary, mentioned, 437.

Jacob, mentioned, 444.

John, mentioned, 393.

James, mentioned, 398.

Daniel, mentioned, 424.

M., mentioned, 427.

Moses, mentioned, 427, 429.

William N., mentioned, 428.

Warner, death mentioned, 4-57.

Snow, Hon. F. S., mentioned, 393. '

"So live that when our summons comes to

join," etc., quoted in President Baxter's

address, 83.

Snover, James, mentioned, 414.

Somcrville, Rev. James, mentioned, 167.
[

Sones, Peter, mentioned, 373.
|

Soule, Milo, mentioned, 243. I

Southwell, Orin, mentioned, 444.
'

Spalding, Isaac, mentioned, 427.

Spears, Abraham, mentioned, 584. '

Spears & Collier, mentioned, 334.

Spencer, Col. Garry, mentioned, 16, 4.50, 483,1

485 ; death mentioned, 457.
i

Spencer, Michael, mentioned, 227.

Spencer, Rev. H. F., mentioned, 168, 207.

Spencer, Grove, mentioned, 515.

Spencer, Joseph, death mentioned, 572. !

Spinning, John, mentioned, 449.

Spofford, Miss Cynthia, mentioned, 382.

SpofFord, George, mentioned, ,367, 388, 398,

414.

Spofford, Mary, mentioned, 388.

Spofford, Luke, Jehu of a pioneer, mentioned,

395.

SpoJEford, Abner, mentioned, 368, 382, 398,

413.

Spofford, Mrs. George, mentioned, 381.

Sprague, Roger, mentioned, 194.

Sprague, Miss Jennie, mentioned, 215.

Sprague, Rev. Wm., mentioned, 166.

Sprague, Judge, mentioned, 471, 472, 474.

Spring Arbor Seminary, mentioned, 205.

Stacey, Hon. C. A., address by, 392, 393,

408, 416.

Stacey S. C, mentioned, 37-5, 391, 393, 394

poem read by, 421 ; mentioned, 422, 423 ;

secretary, 428.

Standish, Mr., mentioned, 414.

Standish, Frank, mentioned, 301, 302.

Stanley, Nicholas, death mentioned, 234.

Stanley, Rev. George, mentioned, 163.

Stannard, Capt, Charles, mentioned, 152.

Starkweather, Wm., mentioned, 582.

Starkweather, Mr., mentioned, 511.

-Starkweather, Erastus W., mentioned, 559,

561, 582.

Starkweather, George A., mentioned, 561.

Starkweather, John, mentioned, 12.

Starr, Calvin H., mentioned, 184.

Stead, Robert, mentioned, 572.

Stead, Thomas, death mentioned, 573.

Stead, Wm., death mentioned, 572.

Stearns, Rev. Lewis F., mentioned, 207.

Stears, Edmund, mentioned, 184.

Stebins, C. B., mentioned, 186.

Steed, Renodine, mentioned, 246, 247.

Steele, Lott C, mentioned, 315.

Steinhoff, Dr., mentioned, 405.

Sterling, Samuel, mentioned, 1561, .382.

Sterling, A. W., mentioned, 444.

Sterling, Isaac, mentioned, 309.

Stetson, James, mentioned, 398.

Stetson, H. A,, mentioned, 339, .340.

Stetson, S., mentioned, 430.

Stevens, Alexander, mentioned, 480.

Stewart's creek, mentioned, 613.

Stewart, Charles E., mentioned, 314.

Stewart, Ebenezer, mentioned, 449.
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Stewart, John Jr., mentioned, 213.

Stewart, Dr. Morse, mentioned, 65.

Stiles, Ralph, mentioned, 325.

Stiles, Royal, mentioned, 227.

Stillman,Mr. W., mentioned, 544.

Stillman, Harriet, death mentioned, 545.

Slimson, B. G., city controller, mentioned, (vj.

"Stock notes," mentioned, 119.

Stockwell, Rev. Charles T., mentioned, 2U5.

Stoddard, Dr. Sampson, mentioned, 204, 278,

295, 29(5, oOS, 309.

Stoddard, Goodwin, mentioned, 20S, 212.

Stone, I. D., mentioned, 216.

Stone, Eli, mentioned, 246.

Stone, Warren, mentioned, 582.

Stone, Ashael, mentioned, 208.

Stone, James A. B., mentioned, 184.

Stone, Zelotus, mentioned, 433, 435.

Story, Wilbur F., mentioned, 323.

Stowell & Collier, mentioned, 303, 304, 334.

Stowell & Willing, mentioned, 334.

Stowell, Silas W., mentioned, 303, 325, .328,

334.

Straight, Col. A. S., mentioned, 612.

Stratton, Jonathan F., mentioned, 279, 280.

Stratton, Miss Polly, teacher, mentioned,

546.

Strayer, Mr., mentioned, 265.

Striker, David, mentioned, 309.

Strong, J. S., mentioned, 397.

Strong, Charles, mentioned, 413.

Stuart, Ira, mentioned, 582.

Sturgis, Judge, mentioned, 493.

Sturtevant, Peras, mentioned, 293.

Sullivan, Nicholas, mentioned, 323, 325.

Sumner, John, mentioned, 304, 316.

Sutton, I.aac, mentioned, 221.

Sutton, L., donor, 73.

Sutton, M. L., mentioned, 334.

Sutton, H. G., mentioned, 337.

Sutton, Joseph, mentioned, 296.

Swain, Isaac N., mentioned, 309, 310.

Swain, A. I., mentioned, 223.

Swain, Aaron, mentioned, 312, 480.

Swain, Julia, first white child born in Shia-

wassee county, 480.

Sweet, Mr,, mentioned, 485.

Sweeting, Henry, mentioned, 269.

Swift, Elder, mentioned, 560.

Swift, Dr. John, mentioned, 560.

Sykes, Daniel, mentioned, 229.

Table of contents, v, vi.

Tailor, Philo, mentioned, 583.

Taft, Pitts, mentioned, 449, 450, 451, 452

;

death mentioned, 456.

Taft, Wm., death mentioned, 456.

Taft, James F., mentioned, 582.

Taft, Jube, mentioned, 583.

"Tandem fit surculus Arbor," Territorial

motto of Michigan, 124.

i
Tanner, John, desperate character, mentioned,

155.

I

Tarkington, Rev. Joseph, mentioned, 1.58.

Taylor, Hon. Henry W., mentioned, 205.

j

Taylor, Elder, gratefully remembered, 214.

i Taylor, D. R., mentioned, 346.

Taylor, George, mentioned, 381, 427, 431.

I'aylor, J. R., mentioned, 436.

Taylor, Rev. John, mentioned, 441.

Taylor, N. F., mentioned, 444.

i Taylor, Edward, mentioned, 445.

Tecumseh, early recollections of the village

of, 387 ; old families in, mentioned, 415.

i Teed, Dr. H. B., mentioned, 444.

Teeple, William, mentioned, 583.

Teeple, Peter, mentioned, 583.

Tekonsha, town of, 246.

Temple, Amos, mentioned, 335.

1 Ten Eyck, Coon, mentioned, 14.

Ten Eyck, Conrad, mentioned, 401, 576.

j

Ten Eyck, J. V. R., death mentioned, 572.

[ Ten Eyck & Goodwin, civil officers of the

United States, mentioned, -576.

Ten Eyck, Anthony, mentioned, 273.

Tenney, J. E., mentioned, 71.

Tenney, Mrs. Harriet A. (Mrs. J. E.), record-

ing secretary State Pioneer Society, men-

tioned. Hi, V, vii, 10, 68, 70, 85, 90, 91, 92,

135.

Tenney. William, mentioned, 449.

Terrill, Robert, mentioned, 427.

"Territorial Temperance Society," mentioned,

514.

Terry, Mr. and Mrs., prepared Fourth of

July dinner, 285.

Terry, Dr. J. M., mentioned, 308.

Terry & McLean, mentioned, 334.

Thayer, M. Louise Miles, mentioned, 184.

Thayer, Rufus, mentioned, 559.

Thayer, Rufus, Jr., mentioned, 583.
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" The Old Checkered Apron My Grandmoterh
Wore," sung by Mrs. Bartlett, 504.

" The Old Brady Guards," mentioned, 578.

"The Henry Clay," steamer, mentioned, 510,

515.

Thibault, Francis, death mentioned, 573.

Thirteenth regiment of Michigan volunteer

infantry, pientioned, 612.

Thomas, Isaac, mentioned, 213.

Thomas, Frank, mentioned, 220.

Thomas, Eliza ]., mentioned, 234.

Thomas, Benjamin, mentioned, 233.

Thomas, Mr., mentioned, 563.

Thomas, Ansel, death mentioned, 150.

Thompson, E. H., mentioned, vii, (38.

Thompson, Rev. James L., mentioned, 1(51.

Thompson, Rev. O. C, mentioned, 197.

Thompson, Elisha, mentioned, 232.

Thompson, Sarah, mentioned, 290.

Thompson, Wm. R., 277, 279, 2S2, 289, 292,1

308, 309, 310.

Thompson, Wm. D., son of Wm. R., killed

by the falling of a tree, 201.

Thompson, Harvey and Emma, children of

Wm. R., mentioned, 290.

Thompson, Hiram, mentioned, 278, 279, 284,

289, 293, 295, 309, 310.

Thompson, Wm. D., mentioned, 291, 293,

296, 298, 310, 311, 312, 313, 318, 322, 333,

341 ; sketch of the life of, 348-

Thompson, Jeremiah, mentioned, 309.

Thompson, Levi, mentioned, 375.

Thompson, Cyrus H., mentioned, 315.

Thorn, Wm., death mentioned,, 572.

Thornton, Sarah, mentioned, 450.

Thornton, Charles, mentioned, 4.50.

Thorpe, Chauncey, mentioned, 435.

Thurston, George, mentioned, 396.

Tibbets, Allen, mentioned, 558, 559, 583.

Tibbets, John, mentioned, 558. 559, 560, 561,

582.

Tibbets, William, mentioned, 560, 583.

Tichnor, Caleb, mentioned, 582.

Tiffany, Judge A. R., mentioned, 374.

Tilton, William, mentioned, 415, 43l>.

Tilton, W. W., mentioned, 382.

Tilton, Mrs. W. W., mentioned, 382, 432.

Tindal, Enoch, mentioned, 393.

Tindall, Rev. G. P., mentioned, 205.

Tinklepaugh, Capt. Edwrard, mentioned, 479.'

Tinklepaugh, John L., mentioned, 479. !

Tisdale, Henry, mentioned, 325.

Titus, Joseph T., mentioned, 324.

Todd, Rev. W., mentioned, 163.

"Toledo War," mentioned, 16, 296, 391,

531.

Toll, Isaac D,, mentioned, vii, 68, 70, 184
;

address by, 171.

Tomlinson, J. B., mentioned, 326.

Toms. Robert P., mentioned, 602.

Torrey, Oliver, mentioned, 551.

Torry, Joseph, mentioned, 194.

Tower, , mentioned, 221.

Tovi^n, Stephens, mentioned, 278.

Townley, Nicholas, mentioned, 313.

Townshend, Thomas, Esq., mentioned, 593.

Treadwell, Seymour B., mentioned, 314, 315,

316.

Triggs, Robert, mentioned, 531.

Tripp, Rev. Henry, mentioned, 410, 420.

Trowbridge, Hon. C. C, mentioned, 14, 125,

312, 569, 572.

Trowbridge, S. V. R., mentioned, 450.

Trowbridge, James, death mentioned, 573.

Truax, John, death mentioned, 573.

Truax, Abram C, mentioned, 581.

Trumans, Abner, mentioned, 12.

Trumbull, John, death of, 53,572; obituary

from Detroit Tribune, 54; author of

"McFingal," 55; state attorney, 55;

judge. 56.

Trumbull avenue, changed to Ninth, 58 ;

changed back to Trumbull, 61.

Trumbull, Chauncey, mentioned, 246.

Tryon, C. G., donor, 89-

Ti'.etle, Indians, mentioned, 40.

Tunnecliff, Dr. Joseph, Jr., mentioned. 331.

Turnbull, George, mentioned, 586.

Turnpike, Detroit and Saginaw, mentioned,

15.

Turnpike, Chicago, mentioned, 18.

Turrell, Lyman, mentioned, 582.

Tuscola County, 501.

Tuttle, Dr., mentioned, 204.

Tuttle, J. S., mentioned, 206.

Tuttle, Harvey, mentioned, 584.

Tyler, Columbus V., M. D., mentioned,

184.

Tyler, Cook, mentioned, 223, 224.

Tyler, Wm., mentioned, 325.

Tyler, James H., mentioned, 523.

Tyrrell, John, mentioned. 368, 413.
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U.

" Uncle Tom's Cabin," mentioned, ()0.

Underwood, D. K., mentioned, 301 ; resolu-

on the death of, 392.

Unadilla, 19.

Updike, Ralph, mentioned, 309.

Urgos, Francisco, mentioned, 215.

Utley, Hildretii, mentioned, .583.

Y.

Vaiil, James, mentioned, .505.

Vaill, Benjamin, mentioned, .505.

Vallee, J. B., death mentioned, 572.

Valentine, James, mentioned, 291, .309, 313.

Valentine, Nelson, mentioned, 205.

Vanamburg, M., mentioned, 451 : death men-

tioned, 456.

Van Antwerp, W. W.. mentioned, 324.

Van Arsdale. Lieut., mentioned, (314.

Van Buren, Martin, mentioned, 324.

Vandenburg, James, mentioned, 203.

Vandercook, Henry H., mentioned, .301, 305.

Van Dorn, Charles, mentioned, 320.

Vanduyne, James, mentioned, 449,

Vanduyne, Mrs. James, death mentioned, 456.

Vanduyne, Isaac, mentioned, 450; death

mentioned, 456.

Vanduyne, Abraham, mentioned, 450.

"Van Every Tavern," mentioned, 569. -

Van Fossen, John, mentioned. 314.

Vangenson, Thomas S., mentioned, 222.

Van Ness, S., mentioned. 396; remarks by,

423.

Vanorder, Rev. Mr., mentioned, lti3.

Vansickle, John, mentioned, 583.

Vantine, Mr., mentioned, 415.

Van Vrankin, John, mentioned, 272.

Varnier dit Laducier, John B., death men-

tioned, 572.

Vase, Jesse, mentioned, 205.

Vaughn, Deacon, mentioned, 450.

Vaughn, Mrs. Deacon, death mentioned, 457.

Vaughn, Joseph, mentioned, 137 ; death

mentioned, 457.

A'eltman, Mrs., death mentioned, 456.

Videlo, Jonathan L., mentioned, 314.

Villiers, Viscount, mentioned, 593.

Vradenburg, Lewis, death mentioned, 456.

Vradenburg, Aaron, death mentioned, 456.

Vreeland, P. C. & Co., mentioned, 334.

'• w.

Wade, Ebenezer F., mentioned, 186.

Wadhams, Ralph, death mentioned, 572.

Wadsworth, Millard, mentioned, 449.

Wagstaff, Capt. Bob, mentioned, 395.

Wait, Obid, death mentioned, 572.

Waite, A. B., mentioned, 396.

Wakefield, Mrs. Amos, mentioned, 5.

Wakeman, Marcus, mentioned, 315, 316.

Walcott, George D., mentioned, 339.

Walden, Leonard F., mentioned, 584.

Waldo, Campbell, mentioned, 203, 245, 247.

Walker, William, mentioned, 5.

Walker, James, mentioned, 5.

Walker, Miss Laura E., mentioned, 73.

Walker, Capt., mentioned, 152, 254.

Walker, C. I., mentioned, 135, 143.

Walker, Samuel W., mentioned, 205, 206.

Walker, Thomas J., mentioned, 22-5.

Walker, George E., mentioned, 264, 266.

Walker, William, mentioned, 338.

Walker, Daniel, mentioned, 309.

Walker, Benjamin, mentioned, 461.

Walker, Rev. Mr., mentioned, 430.

Walker, Salmon, mentioned, 451.

Walker, D. C, mentioned, 444.

" Walk-in-the-Water," steamboat, mentioned,

62, 388, 579.

Walkinshaw, James, mentioned, 223.

Wall, Chester, mentioned, 309.

Walton, Isaac, mentioned, 338.

Ward, A. B., mentioned, 367.

Ward, Henry, mentioned, 561, 583.

Waring, Joshua, mentioned, 373.

Waring, G. P., mentioned, 416.

Warner, Ashael, mentioned, 236, 242.

Warner, Daniel D. T. , mentioned, 293.

W;irner, Daniel T., mentioned, 294.

Warner, H., mentioned, vii, 68.

Warren. Warham, mentioned, 203.

Warriner, Chester, mentioned, 340.

Washington ave.. Lansing, not loggcil up,

133.

" Washington army of teetotalers," men-

tioned, 516.

Washtenaw Co. Pioneer Society, mentioned, 4.

Washtenaw Co., mentioned, 522.

Wastell, Rev. W. P., mentioned, 426.

Watkins, Joseph C, mentioned, 297.

Watson, Rev. J. V., mentioned, 163.
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Waterman, Erastus, mentioned, 584.

Wattles, E. R., mentioned, 211, 222.

Watts, Thomas, mentioned, 449 ; death, men-

tioned, 456.

Waugh, Bishop, mentioned, 167.

Way, Rodney, mentioned, 265.

Wayne County Bank, mentioned, 6.

Wayne County, mentioned, 70, history of, 549.

Wayne, Gen., mentioned, 575.

Weaver, John, mentioned. 2oo.

Webl), Col. James Watson, editor, mentioned,

574.

Webb, Capt. Stephen H., mentioned, 461,

632.

Webb, Z. R., mentioned, 482.

Webb, E., mentioned, 42(>.

Webb, Dr., mentioned, 560.

Webber, W. L., mentioned, 68.

Webster, K. A., mentioned, 340.

Webster, Rosweli, mentioned, 441.

Webster, Mr., mentioned, 543.

Weed, Rev. Mr., mentioned, 513, 515.

Weightman, Albert, mentioned, 437.

Weightman, James, mentioned, 4.37.

Weightman, Thomas, mentioned, 437.

Welch, Benjamin, mentioned, 451.

Welch, Rev. Rollin C, mentioned, 207.

Welch, Walter, mentioned, 413.

Welch, William H., mentioned, 312.

Welling, Lewis D., mentioned, 302, 308, 313,

314.

Welling, A. A., mentioned, 334.

Welling, S. S., 'mentioned, 302.

Wellman, John, mentioned, 309.

Wellman, Mrs. John, mentioned, 279.

Wells, H. G., mentioned, iii, v, vii, 10, (i8, 91,

92 ; resolution by, 70 ;
paper by, 105 ; men-

tioned, 211, 313, 314.

Wells, Stephen, mentioned, 71; deatli men-

tioned, 573.

Wells, Judge, mentioned, 178.

Wells, Darius, mentioned, 159, 160.

Wells, Mrs. Mary, mother in Israel, 160.

Wells, Rev. O. S, mentioned, 163.

Wells. Thomas W., mentioned, 240; dcatli

mentioned, 241.

Wells, David mentioned, 384.

Wells, Henry, mentioned, 444, 44(), 583.

Wells, Henry, Jr., mentioned, 436.

Wells, Abner A., mentioned, 515 ; death men-

tioned, .572.

Wells, Rev. Noah M., mentioned, 571, 572.

Welsh, Benjamin, mentioned, 583.

Wendell, Tunis S., death, mentioned, 572.

Wesleyan Seminary of Albion, mentioned,

205.

Wesson, Wm. B., mentioned, 569.

West, Mrs., mentioned, 501.

Westren, John, mentioned, 337.

Westren, Thomas, mentioned, 323, 335, 337.

Wet Prairie, 212.

Weyburn, Samuel and son George, bear fight

by, mentioned, 13.

Weymouth, Viscount, mentioned, 593.

Wheat, harvested and baked the same day,

412.

Wheaton, Robert, mentioned, 227, 545.

Wheeler, J. B., mentioned, 184.

Wheeler, Thos. J., mentioned, 234.

Wheelock, Dr. F., mentioned, 203.

Wheelock, Curtis, mentioned, 311.

Wheelock, Horace, mentioned, 316.

Whipping post, mentioned, 14.

Whi)iple, Major, mentioned, 16.

Whipple, Charles W., mentioned, 109.

Whipple, Henry, mentioned, 583, 584.

Whipple, Arnold, mentioned, 583.

Whipple, Mrs., death mentioned, 457.

Whipple, John, death mentioned, 572.

Whisky, worst enemy of mankind, 20.

Whistler, Col., mentioned, 574, 578.

Whitaker, Mr., death mentioned, 457.

Whitaker, Capt. Wessel, novel bet by, 193.

Whitcomb, Lot M., mentioned, 209.

White, Henry L., mentioned, 202.

Wh te, James, mentioned, 214, 215.

White, Oliver R.^ mentioned, 184.

White, Charles H., mentioned 228.

White, Oscar, death mentioned, 437.

White, Eugene, death mentioned, 437.

Wiiite, Peter, mentioned, vii, 68.

White, Samuel, mentioned, 450; death men-

tioned, 456.

White, Lieut, mentioned, 630.

Whiting, Dr. J. L., mentioned; 85 ;
pioneer

sketch by, 460 ; mentioned, .572.

Whiting, Colonel, mentioned, 463.

Whitmore, Oliver, mentioned, 280.

Whitmore, Oliver W., mentioned, 524.

Wiiitney, Henry, death mentioned, 572.

Whitney, W. A., mentioned, 364, 383, 391,

392, 393, 394.
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Whitney, Dr. J. P., mentioned, 444.

Whittlesey, Major, mentioned, .519.

Whitwell, Samuel, mentioned, 322.

Whitwell, S. W., mentioned, 333.

Wickham, John, mentioned, 278, 279,

309.

Wickham, Harriet, mentioned, 542.

Wickware, Mrs., mentioned, 394.

Wiggins, Allegne, mentioned, 5.

Wight, Captain, mentioned, 13.

Wilcox, Hon. W'. S., mentioned, 392.

Wilcox, Mrs. George, mentioned, .>52.

Wilcox, Capt., mentioned, 152.

Wilcox, Earl, mentioned, .584.

Wilcox, Lyman, mentioned, 584.

Wilcox, Eben N., mentioned, 569, (501.

Wilcox, Marie Louise, mentioned, 601.

Wilcoxson, Gideon, mentioned, 273, 284.

Williams, A. F., mentioned, 463, 465, 466.

Williams, Jesse, mentioned, 305.

Williams, A. L., mentioned, 477, 4S4.

Williams, Amos, mentioned, 21.

296, Williams, Gen. John R., death mentioned,

572; mentioned, 597.

Williams, James, death mentioned, 572.

Williams, Harvey, mentioned, 572.

Williams, Daniel, mentioned, 583.

Williams & Gooden, mentioned, 544.

Williams, Theodore, mentioned, 600, 601,602.

Williamson, Peter, mentioned, 205.

Williamson, Charles, mentioned, 575-

Willis, Stephen, mentioned, 204.

Willis, Alexandrine M., mentioned, 600, 602,

603.

Willis, Richard .Storrs, mentioned, 603, 606.

Wilmarth, Hiram, mentioned, 451 ; excellent

teacher, 452; death mentioned, 456."Wildcat banks," mentioned, 123, 516.

Wilder, Oshea, mentioned, 225, 231; prophesy Wilson, John T., mentioned, 31

by fulfilled, 226; death mentioned, 227. Wilson, John, mentioned, 5.

Wiley, John and sons, donors, 87.

Wiley, Rev. Allen, mentioned, 158,

Wilkins, Ross, mentioned, 109, 179, 310.

Wilkins, Judge, death mentioned, 576.

Wilson, Mrs. H. E., poem by, 421.

Wilson, William, death mentioned, 456

Winans, Mr., mentioned, 441.

" Winchester's defeat," mentioned, 37.

Wilkinson, James, mentioned, 449, 450 ; death Winder, John, mentioned, 572-

mentioned, 457.

Wilkinson. Charles, mentioned, 480.

Willard, M., mentioned, 193.

Willard, Hon. George, mentioned, 219.

Willcox, Charles, death mentioned, 572.

Wing, Warner, mentioned, 109,

Wing, Austin E., mentioned, 196, 309, 366,

367, 378, 389, 397, 398, 408, 414, 514:

death mentioned, .572.

Wing, Samuel, mentioned, 296, 309, 353.

Williams, B. O.. donor, 5, 74; papers by, 36, Wing, Evans & Brown, firm, mentioned, 366,

462, 475; mentioned, vii., 68, 69, 71. 367, .370, 372, 389, 427.

Williams, Oliver and family, sketch of the Winslow, Damon A., donor, 5; mentioned,

life of, 36 ; mentioned, v.
^

vii., 6S.

Williams, Oliver, made a prisoner of war, 36;! Winslow, Tamour M., mentioned, 184.

paroled and sent to Detroit, 37 ;
purchasedj Winslow, Ralston, mentioned, 4-56.

white wounded prisoners of the Indians,! Winters, James, mentioned, 228.

37; named Che Pontiok by Kish KorCo,j Winterston, Wm., mentioned, 231.

40; mentioned, 471. Winthrop, Hon. Robert C, mentioned, 42.

Williams, Mrs. Oliver, devoted mother, 37.
i

Wisner, Gov. Moses, mentioned, 108.

.Williams, Alpheus, mentioned, 38, 474.

Williams, J. D., donor, 6, 88.

Williams, Mr., mentioned, 154.

Williams, Rev. Sanford S., mentioned, 162,

163.

Williams, E. J.,
mentioned, 184.

Williams, D., mentioned, 213.

Williams, Timothy, mentioned, 296, 309.

Williams, E. S., mentioned, 464.

Williams, G. D., mentioned, 464.

Wisner, Horace P., mentioned, 236, 242.

Withee, , Esq., mentioned, 200.

Witherell, Benjamin F. H., mentioned, 18,

180; death mentioned, 572.

Witherell, Judge, mentioned, 65, 559.

Witherell, James, death mentioned, 572.

Witherbee, Senator, mentioned, 270.

Withington, W. H., mentioned, 340.

Withington &; Cooley, Mf'g Co., mentioned,

340.
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Wixom, Tames, death mentioned, 456.

Wixom, Robert, mentioned, 45].

Wolcott, Horace, mentioned, 375, 382, oOK.

Wolfley & Rockwell, mentioned, 308, 334.

Wood, James, mentioned, 5S4.

Wood, Thomas, mentioned, 74, -543, 545.

Wood, S. M.. donor, 0.

Wood, James C, mentioned, 330.

Wood, Gen., mentioned, (jl6, 617.

Wood, Charles B., mentioned, 330.

Wood, James R., mentioned, 346.

Wood, O. M., mentioned, 26l'>,

Wood, Totliam, mentioned, 20(), 311. "13, 315,

3.>3.

Wood, James B., mentioned, 31(5.

Wood, Martin B., mentioned, 207.

Wood, Rev. E.G., mentioned, 163.

Wood, Harriet Wickham, wife of Thomas

Wood, mentioned, 74.

Woodbridge, William, second governor of

Michigan, 107; mentioned, 18,179,196,;

223, 237, 310, 314; death mentioned, 572.

Woodbridge farm, mentioned, .58.
[

Woodhull, Josephus, donor, 6.

Woodman, Dr., death mentioned, 457.

Woodruff, Benjamin J., mentioned, 524.

Woodruff, Hon. George, mentioned, 200.

Woods, Reuben, mentioned, 583.

Woods, Rev. 1'. M., obituary by, 263.

Woods, Uewitt, mentioned, 304.

Woodward, Judge A. B., mentioned, .585.

Woodward, Jacob, mentioned, 427, 429.

Woodward, Judge, fir.^t bank president in

Michigan, 111.

Woodward avenue, mentioned, 14, 1().

Woodworth, Benjamin, brother of Samuel,,

mentioned, 510, 568; death mentioned,]

572.
i

Woodworth, Samuel, author of the -'Oldl

Oaken Bucket," mentioned, 568. '

Woodworth, Samuel, mentioned, 353.

Woodworth, George, mentioned, 296, 353.

Woolsey, J. W., death mentioned, 572.

Woolsey, Lemuel, mentioned, 290.

Woolsey, Mrs. Emma, mentioned, 215.

Worch, Rudolph, mentioned, '325.

Worden, William P., mentioned, 308.

Worden, William T., mentioned, 29().

Workman, Dr. Benjamin, letter from, 417.

Worth, William, mentioned, 296.

Worthington, Rev. H., mentioned, 163.

Wortley, Rev. J. C, mentioned, 207.

" Wosso," Indian Chief, mentioned, 476, 479.

Wright, Lieutenant John, mentioned, 16.

Wright, Deacon Lucas, death mentioned, 457.

Wright, George P., mentioned, 405.

Wright, Benjamin, mentioned, 221, 236, 256.

Wright, George S., mentioned, 238.

Wright, Hiram, mentioned, 253.

Wyandottes, mentioned, 41.

Wyman, Prof., quoted, 42, mentioned, 43.

y.

Yale, Chester, mentioned, 303.

" Yankees," mentioned, 38.

Yeomans, Sanford A, mentioned, 184.

Yerkes, Robert, donor, 88 ; historical essay by,

448.

Yerkes, William, mentioned, 448, 449, 450,

451, 458.

Yerkes, Joseph, mentioned, 449.

Yerkes, Anthony, mentioned, 525.

Young, James, mentioned, 427.

Young, Lieut, Col., mentioned, 612.

z.

Zebble, Catherine, mentioned, 39L

Zug, Samuel, donor, 86, 87.
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